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Artarmon Parklands Nearing Completion
by Peter Wilton
Work by Willoughby City Council on
the new Artarmon Parklands is well
underway. The Artarmon Parklands is
being developed at the former Bowling
Club site on Burra Road and is being
integrated with Artarmon Reserve.
Willoughby City Council’s aim is to
create a district park for Artarmon
residents where they can enjoy a
range of outdoor activities in a bush
park setting.
The park development has come
about due in large part to the
generosity and goodwill of the former
bowling club members who sold the
site to Willoughby City Council on the
condition that it is used for community
recreational purposes. This new site
increases Artarmon’s open park space
by almost a hectare (2 acres).
The park will have a range of
facilities most of which will be new
to Artarmon. A community garden
will occupy around a quarter of
the bowling club site. It will enable
residents to share in gardening
activities, something that those who
live in apartments without garden
areas currently may not be able to do.
A fitness area with outdoor fitness
equipment will occupy the northern
section of the park. A new play area
will provide a range of activities.
The existing children’s playground
in Artarmon Reserve is retained and
being remodelled. It will adjoin a new
adventure area that will have more
challenging activities for teenagers
and an outdoor bowls arena for people
of all ages.
The parkland will have an outdoor
pavilion to be built near the location
of the old clubhouse building. The
pavilion will provide a large covered

Example of a pavilion

area that will be accessible to all park
users. BBQs, outdoor kitchen and
toilet facilities are to be included in the
pavilion structure.
The pavilion will further enhance
the Artarmon parklands by expanding
its range of uses. It will enable the
park to be used in problematic weather
and provides a covered outdoor space
that all park users can access and
a gathering space for families and
community groups. The pavilion’s
design will include memorabilia and
images that honour the bowling club
heritage, its past members and legacy.
The parklands are located on existing
bike paths and bush tracks. Improved
disable access and upgraded car
parking at Artarmon Reserve will help
make the new parklands accessible to
all Artarmon residents.
Together with the other new park
amenities, it will make the Artarmon

Parklands a “go to” destination for
many families.
The new park is scheduled to
be open by November 2019 upon
completion of the first stage of the
development. The second stage
involving the construction of the
pavilion is planned to be completed
next year.
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Editorial

We are sad to have lost Robert Brandt as editor of the Artarmon Gazette as he is
moving away from Artarmon. He brought knowledge and enthusiasm to the role.
We thank him sincerely for his contributions. As a result, the APA is looking for a
new editor to join the Artarmon Gazette team. The Artarmon Gazette is delivered
by volunteers and we are in need of additional volunteers to service the Artarmon
Industrial Area. If you can assist please make contact with us – see page 14.
The future of the Artarmon Bowling clubhouse building has been a major issue
in the community in recent months as you will see from the various articles in
this edition. There have been strong views in the community on the future of the
clubhouse building.
Local fundraising activities are with us again with St Basil’s Church
Community Fun Day on Saturday 19 October 2019 and Artarmon Public School
Multicultural Day on Sunday 3 November 2019. Please support these events.
Willoughby City Council has their Local Strategic Planning Statement and
Design Excellence Policy and Procedures out for public comment. These are
important documents which will have an impact on the future of Artarmon – see
page 7.
It is pleasing to see that representation by residents to Council to make Wilkes
Avenue restaurant precinct a smoke free zone were successful – see Councillor’s
comments on page 10-11 for more information.
Our usual Artarmon History page is missing in this edition due to lack of
space. It will return again in the December 2019 edition. Thank you for the
feedback that you have given on the Artarmon Street Name series.

Artarmon Progress Association, Inc. AGM
Notice is given that the Artarmon Progress Association, Inc will hold its Annual
General Meeting on Wednesday 13 November 2019 at 7.45 pm in the Artarmon
Community Hall (behind the Artarmon Library) at 139 Artarmon Road. All
members and visitors are invited to attend. Guest Speaker will be Mayor of
Willoughby Gail Giles-Gidney.
Members of APA’s Executive Committee will be elected on the night. APA
welcomes members who would like to get involved with its activities and be part
of its Executive Committee.
The APA aims is to promote the advancement of Artarmon and does this
through disseminating information and facilitating community involvement
in material issues that impact on the Artarmon community such as the impact
of the Sydney Metro, proposed Beaches Link tunnels, Channel 9 and similar
redevelopments and the Artarmon Village streetscape upgrade.
The Executive Committee meets on the first Wednesday of every month (except
January) and members and residents are welcome to attend.
Contact us at sec@artarmonprogress.org.au for further information.

APA Annual General Meeting

Treasurer Adrian Alexander
Secretary
Traffic & Parking Peter Egan
Federation Peter Egan &
		 Georgina Roussac
Membership Lindsay Alexander
Heritage & History Project Adrian Alexander
Public Information Meetings Peter Wilton

FUTURE
dates
Council Liaison
Plamen Bassarov

NEXT EDITION DEADLINES
Fri 14 Nov

Copy & advertising due

Fri 6 Dec

Delivery complete

© Artarmon Progress Association, 2018.
No material may be reproduced by any means
without the permission of the Editor.

Members are invited to attend
Artarmon Progress Association, Inc.
Annual General Meeting
Wednesday 13 November 2019
7.45pm – 9.30pm
Artarmon Library Community Hall
139 Artarmon Rd, Artarmon
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A Note from the President
A few local
residents have
told me that
they value the
ability to watch
Willoughby
City Council
meetings on
the internet.
Council began
live online
streaming of its meetings in 2018.
These meetings are recorded and
stored. This allows anyone to view
over the internet any Council meeting.
These can be accessed from the
Council’s website. Streaming Council
meetings increases transparency of
Council and improves accountability
and governance.
Some may have been online to view
two recent Council meetings that
decided the future of the old Artarmon
Bowling clubhouse building. Two
options were considered: one being to
retain the building and convert into a
community centre. The other option
was to demolish the building, expand
the Artarmon Parklands open space

by Peter Wilton

and build an outdoor pavilion.
The main issues confronting the
Council were whether an additional
community centre was needed in
Artarmon, and if so where should it be
located, or whether additional outdoor
recreational facilities was the larger
priority.
Council conducted an online
survey to gauge community feeling
to each option. The survey showed
that opinion was somewhat split
with a small majority of respondents
preferring the outdoor pavilion option.
This split reflected the often conflicting
trade-offs required in the development
of community facilities.
Council decided to implement
the pavilion option together with a
package of measures to increase the
availability of existing community
centres. With this decision Council
have chosen to provide Artarmon
with more open park space and expand
outdoor recreational facilities and
to locate a future community centre
closer to Artarmon’s population in
west Artarmon.
The APA supports Council’s

decision. Given the split in community
opinion, it is not surprising that some
APA members disagreed with this
position. It is difficult for a community
organisation like the APA, where
there is divided community opinion
on an issue. However, the APA
exists to promote the advancement of
Artarmon and sometimes this involves
initiatives that some may not support.
The APA operates through an
executive committee. The committee
are all volunteers who are elected by
members at the annual general meeting
(AGM). We welcome all members
to our next AGM on Wednesday 13
November 2019, particularly those
who may have a different perspective
to those currently expressed by the
APA executive committee.
We also encourage members to be
part of the APA executive and to help
guide its activities. It is through more
members being involved that the APA
can evolve and better represent our
community.

North Shore Veterinary Hospital and Emergency Centre
Artarmon Progress Association is
pleased to welcome the North Shore
Veterinary Hospital and Emergency
Centre to Artarmon.
It has opened in a purpose-built
veterinary hospital on the corner of
Herbert Street (entrance) and Punch
Street (off-street parking). The new
veterinary hospital and its Emergency
Department are opened 24 hours a day,

seven days a week.
The new hospital in Artarmon
provides complete veterinary care for
your furry family members, including
vaccinations, dental care, advanced
surgical repairs, in-house CT scans.
There are also state-of-the-art surgical
suites, an intensive care unit and
critical care facilities to complement
the 24 hour emergency service.

The North Shore Veterinary Hospital
has been providing veterinary services
to the community on the lower North
Shore since 1935. Artarmon will be its
fourth home. Their previous operation
at 64 Atchison Street Crows Nest will
remain open but will only operate
Monday to Friday 8am to 6pm and
8am to 1pm on Saturday.

Membership is open
The APA is only as strong as its membership base. Membership is free
and is open to all residents and businesses in Artarmon. We welcome you to join us.
To join, simply email your name and address to membership@artarmonprogress.org.au
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Artarmon Public School Open Day
Artarmon Public School (APS)
celebrated the NSW Education
Week with open doors and smiling
faces. Every year for the first week
of August, public schools across the
State are encouraged to showcase their
students’ work and share their pride
with the community.
On Thursday 8 August 2019, APS
held its annual Open Day, complete
with musical numbers and vibrant
presentations. Fresh from their first
place win at the Ryde Eisteddfod,
the APS Orchestra brought together
students from both the Band Program
and the String Program, presenting
alongside each of the school’s many
music ensembles. Every student
should be very proud of themselves,
as their performances were fantastic
and greatly enjoyed by the audience.
Following on from the scheduled
concert, classrooms “opened” for
family and carers to share a glimpse
into the everyday life at APS. Each
class had their own individual
approach to Open Day: some classes
had sing-a-longs, some invited visitors
to participate in STEM activities.
For the youngest students, it was the
long-anticipated moment to drag their
special guest to every piece of art they
had displayed around the classroom.
Grandparents Day
In previous years, the APS Open Day
has also been known as “Grandparents
Day”; an opportunity to share the
students’ pride with their extended
family. Parents and carers are
always welcome to attend various
school events during the year. There
is something extra special when
Grandparents are invited.
One lucky student who invited her
grandparent was Meg, from APS
Kindergarten. Her mum, Kate Barrett,
is an active volunteer at the school and
regularly sees Meg’s achievements.
For Open Day, Meg was able to share
her classroom with her grandmother,
Jill Langford. “Open Day is such a
wonderful opportunity to showcase
the diversity in the children’s talents. It
is lovely to share today with multiple
family generations. The school and the
children should be very proud” said
Kate at the Open Day.

by Ann-Marie Cahill

Meg Barrett and her mum Kate and Grandmother Jill Langford at the APS Open Day 2019
/ Photo Ann-Marie Cahill

Many of the visiting grandparents
were excited to see new technology
and resources in the classroom;
features like Smart Boards and robotic
projects. These same grandparents
were also impressed to recognise a few
‘tried-and-true’ features from earlier
school days, like felt-calendar boards.
While some things change, some
things are simply too popular to lose
at the end of the year.
Education Week –
‘Every Student, Every Voice’
Open Days at local schools are
important in fostering a sense of pride
across the student body. The theme
for this year’s Education Week
was “Every Student, Every Voice”;
for APS, every student had the
opportunity to show their classroom
and their work to family and carers.
Many students were provided with the
autonomy to present their work in the
classroom and around the school.
The voices of the students were
also reflected in their participation at
the school. The students at APS are
encouraged to actively participate in
various representative groups; from
Student Council to extra-curricular

activities like Music Programs. As
representatives of their class, the
Student Council has proudly supported
many community-related activities
to nurture growth at their school and
amongst their fellow students. Through
extra-curricular activities, the students
have been expanding their skillset
and their curiosity for more learning
opportunities.
While Open Day is primarily to
showcase the students’ work, it is also
a pleasure to see the community spirit
on display. Not every parent can attend
the Open Day. Not every student has
a grandparent or any other family
member close enough to visit. In these
circumstances, it was wonderful to
watch the school community step up
and remind these students they too
have a voice.
Many parents offered to share the
role of photographer and substitute
parent for those who were unable
to attend. Because that is how the
APS Community works. The school
provides the opportunity, and the
community will do everything to
support it.
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New Artarmon Community Centre availability
Recent decisions made by Willoughby
City Council will almost double
public access to Artarmon’s existing
community centres which currently
operate with restrictive hours of use.
At present Kid’s Cottage Community
Centre in Broughton Road in west
Artarmon is only available during
school hours 3 days a week plus 7
hours on Saturday, a total of just 21
hours a week, with the balance of its
operating hours used by the Council’s
Child Services Department.
A Council study has shown that
Child Services only requires the
exclusive use of just one of the centre’s
three function rooms. This means
that the centre’s two secondary rooms
remain unutilized most of the time.
Changes to the hours and
management of Kids Cottage
Community Centre will result in a
doubling in availability of the main
room, from 21 to 42 hours a week, and
a fourfold availability increase for the
centre’s secondary rooms, from 21 to
87 hours a week.

Kids Cottage Community Centre / Image WCC

Changes to the Artarmon Library
Community Hall will result in a 30%
availability increase from 69 to 90
hours a week.
These changes will help meet
Artarmon’s short term community
centre requirements. In the medium
term Council have identified in their

draft Artarmon Local Centre Master
Plan a new community centre for the
old Artarmon Library site on Elizabeth
Street. This site is well located for all
Artarmon residents, particularly for
the majority of Artarmon residents
who live on the western side of the
rail line.

Artarmon Junior Girl Guides
Do you have a sense of adventure?
Would you like to do something for the community?
Would you like to have more fun and make new friends?

Could YOU inspire and empower young women?

Become a Leader! Volunteer NOW

Expression of interest are being sought for Leaders of our Junior Guide Unit which meets in Artarmon Guide Hall.
No experience necessary for women over 18 years of age.
Contact our Artarmon
District Manager at
sgartarmonguides@gmail.com

www.girlguides-nswact.org.au
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Royal North Shore Hospital Precinct Update
by Adrian Alexander
The Royal North Shore Hospital
(RNSH) celebrated its 130th birthday
in 2018. It originally started in June
1888 in Crows Nest as the North Shore
Cottage Hospital as a 14 bed hospital
and moved to its present site in 1903.
In recent years, we have seen the
construction of a new public hospital
(and the demolition of the old one
which has been replaced by a new
parking station), a University of
Sydney Medical School Building, the
Douglas Building, a new Community
Health Centre in Herbert Street and a
number of other buildings within the
RNSH grounds.
North Shore Private Hospital in
Westbourne Street has also grown
in size and is now in the process of
having its new 128-bed day surgery
facility built for it as part of the North
Shore Health Hub on the corner of
Westbourne Street and Reserve Road.
The Health Hub will consist of two
towers of six and eight storeys and will
incorporate the day hospital, medical
services, dentistry, physiotherapy,
pharmacies and general practice.
There will be an overhead pedestrian
bridge between the Health Hub and the
existing North Shore Private Hospital
in Westbourne Street. The Health
Hub will be anchored by Ramsay
Healthcare and Genesis Care. The
complex is being built by the listed
funds property management group
Dexus, which has indicated that it has

New NSW Health Head Office building under construction / Image APA

plans to one day expand the North
Shore Health Precinct with a ‘medihotel’ and a build-to-rent housing for
employees.
Ramsay Healthcare also has
developed in recent times the mental
health facility in Frederick Street
known as the Northside Group St
Leonards Clinic.
NSW Health Department is currently
constructing a high rise building to
house their head office. This will
enable it to centralise the department’s
staff from all over Sydney.
The NSW Health Department has
developed a masterplan for the RNSH
grounds and we can expect to see
many more changes taking place in the
future in this Health Precinct both by

the NSW Department of Health and
private health operators and investors.

Collections
The APA is interested in
acquiring collections of past
editions of the Artarmon Gazette.
If you like to donate them to the
Association please contact us at
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au
or telephone Adrian on

0401 644 052

Artarmon Public School
is looking for Volunteer
Ethics Teachers
The Artarmon Public School
urgently needs volunteer
Ethics Teachers.
All training, curriculum and
support are provided.
It is a rewarding volunteer role
that only involves one hour or so
per week but has a big impact
on our students.
The role supports children to
develop the skills they need to voice
their opinions, consider the ideas of
others and make evidence-based,
reasoned decisions.
If you are interested, please apply at
www.primaryethics.com.au/volunteer
or to find out more contact
niklawless@gmail.com.
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Willoughby Local Strategic Planning Statement
(LSPS) Exhibition
Willoughby City Council has prepared
a draft Local Strategic Planning
Statement as required under the NSW
Environmental Planning & Assessment
Act, which sets out the 20-year vision
for land use in Willoughby City and
how future growth and change will be
managed. The LSPS builds on strategic
planning already undertaken by
Council and draws on their Our Future
Willoughby 2018 Plan, published by
the Council last year.
The LSPS will have a direct impact
on the future redevelopment of
Artarmon and will form the basis for
any future land use approvals here.
The draft LSPS will be on
exhibition until Friday 27 September
2019 and can be viewed at www.
haveyoursaywilloughby.com.au or at
Level 4, 31 Victor Street Chatswood.
Written submissions can be made via
www.haveyoursaywilloughby.com.au.

Living with Chronic Pain
Chronic pain is defined as persistent
pain that lasts longer than three months.
It is a complex condition that affects up
to 1 in 5 Australians. It can be caused
by a long-lasting medical condition
(eg arthritis, cancer) or can be pain
that continues long after the healing
of a traumatic injury has occurred.
Pain that continues after healing
may be due to changes in emotions
and the nervous system. Sometimes

The LSPS forms part of the
process of putting into effect the
Greater Sydney Commission’s
North District Plan. Willoughby
City Council falls within the North
District which incorporates Mosman,
North Sydney, Lane Cove, Hunters
Hill, Ryde, Willoughby, Ku-ringgai, Northern Beaches and Hornsby
local government areas. The overall
objective of the Greater Sydney
Commission is to manage Sydney
as three cities, Eastern, Central and
Western. The North District Plan falls
under the Eastern City.
Design Excellence Policy and
Procedures (DEP) Exhibition
The Council endorsed the Chatswood
CBD Planning and Urban Design
Strategy to 2036 in June 2017. A key
element of this strategy is significant
change to development density within

the area of the expanded Chatswood
CBD boundary. A requirement of the
Strategy is that a ‘design excellence
system be established to ensure
buildings are well designed’ and that
a process is put in place to achieve
design excellence. The Design
Excellence Policy and Procedures
(Guidelines) prescribes how design
excellence will be regulated and
administered where it applies in
the local government area. The
draft Design Excellence Policy and
Procedures will be on exhibition until
Friday 13 September 2019.
Community drop-ins at the
Dougherty Centre, 7 Victor Street,
Chatswood will held on Thursday
5 September 2019 (LSPS and DEP)
and Thursday 19 September 2019
(LSPS only) 1.30pm-3.30pm and
6.00pm-7.30pm.

by Nick Logan B.Pharm.
the cause of a person’s chronic pain
cannot be found despite the symptoms
being very real. Medication is only
one part of managing chronic pain
and there is unfair stigma attached to
those requiring prescribed analgesics
in modern society. There is also
great evidence that physiotherapy,
occupational therapy, psychology and
even diet can play a significant role in
improving a sufferer’s quality of life.

Nick Logan Pharmacist Advice is
currently involved in a Chronic Pain
Trial designed to set up an evidencebased service to help people manage
their chronic pain. If you are suffering
from chronic pain that is not cancer
related and you are not currently
affiliated with a pain clinic you are
eligible for this free service. Book an
appointment on 9419 6880 before the
trial closes on 30 September.

artarmon framing
Custom framing

Mounting
Laminating
Artwork Hanging Systems
Canvas Stretching
Mirrors
Conservation Framing
Art Restoration
Advice and Help with
Presentation & Conservation
of Most Things
Andrew Fortescue
94a Reserve Road, Artarmon
Ph: 9439 9992

9.00–4.30 Mon–Fri • 10.00–2.00 Sat
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Decision to demolish former Artarmon Bowling
Clubhouse by Alethea Morison

On 24 June 2019, Willoughby
City Council endorsed demolition
of the former Artarmon Bowling
Clubhouse. The Artarmon Progress
Association Executive supported
demolition. Council’s decision was a
blow to many community members,
especially among Artarmon Reserve’s
volunteer bushcarers and newly formed
community garden group, who strongly
supported retention. The Willoughby
Environment Protection Association
also wrote to Council supporting
retention.
The bowling club site in Artarmon
Reserve is on the border of Artarmon
and Willoughby, and Willoughby South
Progress Association’s latest newsletter
reports, “much of the local community
is greatly aggrieved by Council’s
decision as there were many solid
reasons as to why the building should
be retained, not the least of them on

sustainability grounds, a principle long
espoused by our Council.”
Over the last 2 years, the citizens’
panel convened by Council discussed
future uses of the clubhouse, with a
starting point that “Demolition is not
supported”. Much conversation in the
panel and broader community related
to sustainability: we highlighted to
Council the clubhouse’s existing
and potential value as a community
meeting place for Artarmon and
Willoughby, a centre for activities
promoting health and well-being, a hub
for volunteer activities in the Reserve
(such as bushcare and community
gardening) and a place to foster
appreciation of the local environment
and promote opportunities for healthy,
low-impact recreation such as walking
and cycling in and through the Reserve.
We also hoped to see the “repair
café” that had been displaced from the
Uniting Church site on Pacific Highway
and Mowbray Road re-established
at the bowling club as a companion
activity to the community garden.

At the repair café, local volunteers
gather two afternoons a month to
fix household items that community
members bring in, enjoying a social
occasion while also reducing items
going to landfill.
We noted that many in the
community garden and bush care
groups are elderly and an indoor venue
integrated with the Reserve would
best serve their needs to meet, learn
and plan their activities. Retaining
the clubhouse would have shown
support for these volunteers and been
sympathetic to its history as a club
where many older people gathered to
exercise and relax.
At time of writing, a heritage
listing proposal for the clubhouse is
being considered and a Development
Application is required for demolition,
which affords a final opportunity
for public comment. If demolition
proceeds, local groups will continue to
push Council to accommodate activities
that support sustainability and local
bushland within the parkland.

SMS the keyword PM
to 0416 907 779
to receive a copy of our
Property Management
WebBook
direct to your device
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St Leonards and Crows Nest precinct update
The St Leonards and Crows Nest area
is now being planned as a special
collaborative precinct. The area is
centred around the St Leonards Station,
Crows Nest Central near the new
Sydney Metro Station on the Pacific
Highway, St Leonards South (between
the Pacific Highway and River Road),
Royal North Shore Public and Private
Hospital Campuses, the adjacent
education campuses (Bradfield High
School and North Sydney TAFE)
and the Artarmon Industrial Area.
These locations fall within the local
government areas of North Sydney,
Lane Cove and Willoughby. In the
past, planning approvals have been
undertaken by the responsible council
without consideration of the impact on
the precinct as a whole.
There have also been unsuccessful
attempts to rezone land in the Artarmon
Industrial Area, within walking distance
of the St Leonards Station, for high
rise residential development. This area
has been identified as an important
employment zone and rezoning of

St Leonards South
Master Plan
/ Image www.
inthecove.com.au

land for residential purposes will not
be permitted.
In mid-August 2019, it was
announced that the NSW Independent
Planning Commission had refused
planning approval for a development
in St Leonards South bounded by Park
Road, the Pacific Highway, Marshall
Avenue River Road and Canberra Street
as it was at odds with the St Leonards
and Crows Nest 2036 Strategic Plan.
The proposal, if approved, would have

allowed developers to build to a height
of 65 metres.
There are many high rise apartment
buildings currently under construction
in the North Sydney Council LGA
between Crows Nest and St Leonards.
The impact on Artarmon from the
redevelopment of this precinct is
likely to be in the area of increased
through traffic and a change in the
designated catchment area for the
Artarmon Public School.

North Shore Veterinary Hospital and
Emergency Centre has expanded… again!
We have just opened our new
purpose-built veterinary hospital at
63 Herbert Street, Artarmon.
The same caring veterinary team, with a passion to
provide you and your pets with the highest quality care.
Improved client access with ample off street, undercover parking and lift access off Punch Street.
Open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week – we never close!
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...
Willoughby
City Council
has introduced
monthly
information
seminars,
providing the
community with
a forum to hear
about significant issues and projects.
Held up to ten times a year on the
fourth Monday of the month, each
seminar will feature topics presented
by an expert from Council, State
Government or other agency.
The information seminars are a
new and innovative approach to
Council’s community engagement,
providing people with in-depth, timely
information on issues that really matter.
The topic for each seminar will be
announced one week prior. To receive
updates on what will be covered, sign
up to Council’s e-newsletter or visit our
website. A video of each presentation
will be available to download from
Council’s website for those who are
unable to attend.
This financial year it will spend
$500,000 improving landscaping,
footpaths and street furniture at Wilkes
Avenue in Artarmon. This will improve
pedestrian safety and make the area
more attractive. It is expected that the
work will begin after Christmas and
be complete by July 2020. The Wilkes
Avenue dining precinct has also recently
been declared a Non Smoking zone.
Willoughby City Council is
committed to providing recreational
space. The $800,000 Artarmon Oval
surface upgrade includes renewing
drainage and irrigation and replacing
the oval surface. This will create a
higher quality playing surface and
allow increased use. The oval will
be closed from the beginning of
September and will be back in use at
the start of the winter sporting season
in 2020.
In 2015, the Artarmon Bowling
Club approached Council requesting
that Council purchase the site due
to declining membership numbers,
worsening condition of the facility
and a desire to ensure the site
always remained available for public
recreational use. Since purchasing
the site in January 2016, Council has

undertaken extensive research and
community consultation to determine
a use for the site that would best benefit
the entire community.
After careful consideration, Council
has twice voted to demolish the
club and build a new multi-purpose
community pavilion in its place. The
pavilion will incorporate accessible
toilets providing an all-weather, nonrestricted space for the community. The
site is part of the Artarmon Parkland
Masterplan that includes public open
space and new playgrounds.
Council has been working on the
bridge on Artarmon Road between
Cooney Road and Sydney Street –
and it is almost finished. The project
included removal of the traffic island,
waterproofing of the bridge deck and
concrete repairs to the underside of the
bridge. New footpaths and kerb and
gutter were installed. The bridge has
now reopened. The last stage of the
works is to improve pedestrian safety
with fresh balustrading and minor
works under the bridge. That will start
in early September and will take about
one week.
Like many construction projects, they
do not progress without inconvenience.
We are aware reduced traffic flow
and closure of the cycleway impacted
many people and we thank you for
your patience. We are pleased that the
life and safety of the bridge has been
extended for many years to come.
– gail.giles-gidney@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Community
Information
Seminars
Council’s new
Community
Information
Seminars offer
an opportunity
for the locals
to hear about important and relevant
issues and projects. This new initiative
will now be held up to ten times a year
on the fourth Monday of each month.
Each seminar will feature topics
presented by an expert from Council,
state government or other agency.
Attendants will be invited to ask
questions at the end of the presentation.
I would encourage everyone to utilise
this service as it gives us the chance
to be updated by the Willoughby
City Council on what is happening
around us and any new projects that
will be coming up. If you miss the
presentation, you can download the
video and watch it later. Sign up to
Council’s e-newsletter to be notified
of upcoming topics.
Smoke Free Zones
On 24 June 2019, Council declared
Wilkes Avenue Artarmon and the
associated laneway behind the old
Artarmon Library smoke free zones.
This was as a result of a petition
containing 256 signatures from
supporting citizens as well as eight
local businesses. Council rangers will
soon be enforcing the ban on smoking

Community Fun Day
St Basil’s Anglican Church
6 Broughton Road, Artarmon
Saturday 19 October 2019
10.00am-2:30pm
Bring along your friends and family
and join with the local community for a day of fun,
food, games, arts and craft.
There will be food and drinks stalls, kids games, craft
tables, a jumping castle and a mini petting zoo.
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...
and new signs will alert smokers to
the restrictions. There will be on-thespot fines of $110 for noncompliance.
A public awareness and education
campaign organised by the Council
will run for three months before
penalty notices begin to be issued.
This hopefully will see a substantial
decrease in the number of cigarette
butts littering Wilkes Avenue and an
improved dining and entertaining
environment.
Artarmon Parklands Renewal
Council has endorsed the demolition
of the former Artarmon Bowling
Clubhouse and its replacement with a
community pavilion. The pavilion will
include accessible toilets which will
enhance the accessibility for people
with disability, parents with prams and
young children. The cost is estimated
to be $825,000 and will be 100%
funded by Council.
Council’s Local Studies Librarian
will photograph and catalogue items
of historical significance prior to
demolition of the Clubhouse. Any
commemorative plaques, honour boards
and items of historical values will also
be removed and preserved prior to
demolition.
The old Artarmon Bowling Club land
and the existing Artarmon Reserve
are now managed as one property and
renamed the Artarmon Parklands and
will consist of the Artarmon Oval,
a children’s playground, the new
community pavilion, the community

gardens and the existing bush walks
along Wickham Walk from the
Artarmon railway station to the oval
and from the oval to Artarmon Road.
There will be family picnic areas, space
for children’s birthday parties and
community gatherings.
Please share with me your thoughts.
I welcome feedback on any current
issues.
– christine.tuon@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Long Term
Financial Plan
One of areas I
am most proud to
have contributed
to during my
time on Council
is the strong
financial position
of our Council. There are 129 Councils
in NSW – and the Audit Office of NSW
has ranked Willoughby City Council in
the top 5. This incredible achievement
rests on the strong financial
management and controls that Council
has adopted over the last couple of
years, and provides a secure platform
from which our community can prosper
and grow.
Over the next ten years, Council
has an ambitious, yet financially
responsible, program of major projects
that will improve our suburbs and
community. The commitments I
made during the last election to fight

Local Community Choir
seeks new members
Come and join your local community choir.
The ‘Local Vocals’ meet every Tuesday in Northbridge.
Our Choir Master is a singing teacher
and professional singer.
It has been proven that singing in a choir increases your
dopamine, serotonin, oxytocin and Endorphin levels
– the quartet responsible for your happiness and wellbeing.

For more information please call Louise on 0452 006 693
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for funding for local streetscape and
shopping precinct improvements
have been secured, and millions more
will be spent upgrading our local
parks, sporting facilities, libraries
and childcare centres. I thank all the
residents who have contributed ideas to
these plans, and encourage those with
ideas to reach out – my contact details
are below.
Smoke Free Wilkes Avenue
In mid-June 2019, a couple of local
residents contacted me asking for my
help to make Council investigate the
possibility of creating a smoke free
zone around the restaurants in Wilkes
Avenue Artarmon. These residents
had been eating dinner and were
turned off by the clouds of smoke that
wafting into the alfresco dining areas
and decided to let me know. At the
next Council meeting, I submitted this
change of policy to Council and two
weeks later the new “No Smoking”
signs were erected.
The reason I mention this is to
remind you that sometimes all you
need to do is reach out and let me know
how I can help. Unsurprisingly, some
of the most positive changes in our
community have come from ideas from
residents, because these are the people
who know the area best.
Council Meetings
Recently Council has decided to move
from holding two meetings a month,
to one. This was a decision that was
hotly debated at Council, and I was
disappointed with the change. Council
meetings provide an opportunity for
the community to address Council,
but also hear the rationale behind our
decisions – it is this debate and the
transparency that helps guide good
governance. In place of a second
meeting, Council will now hold
Community Information Seminars on
a variety of topics. Questions can be
asked, and if you miss the presentation,
you can download the video from
Council’s website and watch it later.
To be notified of upcoming topics,
please sign up to my newsletter at
www.nicwright.com
– nic.wright@willoughby.nsw.gov.au
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Sydney Metro progress
Sydney Metro North West
The first stage of Sydney Metro has
opened and appears to be operating
smoothly. Passengers who previously
used the Chatswood to Epping rail link
have quickly adopted the new Metro
service. Passenger demand will grow
slowly west of Epping.
While the North Shore Line will
offer a slower service than the Metro
due to the tight curves between St
Leonards and the Harbour Bridge,
Artarmon residents will likely prefer
the quieter Waratah trains with their
double-decker cabins of reversible
seats. These seats allow passengers
to travel facing forward engrossed in
a book, device, music, or the view
from the Harbour Bridge. Milsons
Point to Wynyard, just three minutes,
is surely one of the world’s great rail
journeys.
City and South West, Chatswood
to Sydenham
Five tunnel boring machines (TBM’s)
are now in operation and have
completed approximately 60% of the
32 km of tunnelling. TBM ‘Mabel’
has bored 3.2 km from Chatswood
and is now departing the new Crows
Nest Station. TBM ‘Wendy’ has
bored 4 km, and is at Carlow Street,
North Sydney, 400 metres north of
the new Victoria Cross Station. TBM
‘Kathleen’ has completed 30% of
its first 1 km journey under Sydney
Harbour to Milsons Point. TBM
‘Nancy’ has bored 6.0 km and is at
Bathurst Street in the City heading
towards Barangaroo. TBM’ Mum
Shirl’ has bored 5.5 km and is near
Hay Street, Haymarket on a parallel
journey.
Tunnel construction and station
structural works are programmed
to continue until the third quarter
of 2020. The programme shows
a potential six-month gap to the
start of tunnel fitout and station
construction in the first quarter of
2021. These works are programmed
to take 25 months before testing
and commissioning starts in the
second quarter of 2023. Testing and

by Peter Egan

Widening of the rail cutting south of Mowbray Road / Photo Peter Egan

commissioning are due to take 21
months with the line due to open to
Sydenham in the fourth quarter of
2024. The extended timetable perhaps
has allowance for construction of the
buildings over the stations between
Chatswood and Central.
Artarmon Works
The primary works in progress in
Artarmon are the widening of the rail
cutting south of Mowbray Road, the
huge stormwater detention tank north
of Brand Street, the track slewing
under Mowbray Road, and on-going
cabling works. As the cutting wall
has a slope just 8 degrees from the
vertical, it is being given a reinforced
concrete face pinned to anchors
extending deep under neighbouring
properties. The earth is excavated
two metres at a time and the concrete
facing added. The widened cutting
extends under the Mowbray Road
bridge and will integrate with the
tunnel dive structure. The works
appear 50% complete and should be
finished this year.
The 70-metre long stormwater
detention tank is largely complete.
Its bulk is best seen from Hawkins
Street. At its Brand Street end, it is

sprouting a 30-metre long, 4-metre
wide, aboveground concrete culvert
whose purpose is not immediately
obvious. Remaining works include a
connection to the stormwater drainage
at Brand Street. The slow pace of these
works means the footpath between the
rail corridor and ‘sailor’ streets is still
closed.
The third track built in May was
incorporated into the eastern track
of the North Shore Line in July,
effectively shifting this track to the
east. Over the weekend of 3-4 August,
the stormwater drains of the North
Shore Line next to the dive site were
modified ready for the next track
slewing operation. The excised track
will be incorporated into the western
North Shore line track at the next
slewing.
The widening of the rail corridor
next to Frank Channon Walk
progresses slowly. The new retaining
wall is progressing. The columns
for the noise wall have been erected.
How it will integrate with existing
walls further north is yet to be seen.
Completion of the corridor widening
may be waiting the next track slewing.
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Artarmon Public School
Multicultural Fair by Jackie Stenfeld and Amelia Davis
Artarmon Public School (APS) has a
proud tradition of bringing out the best
in each child.
APS is truly a multicultural place,
with almost 75% of students coming
from families for whom English is a
second language. The APS community
is very proud of its diversity and
welcomes people from all over the
world. Together students and their
families learn from each other about
different cultures and traditions.
The APS community will celebrate
its diversity by holding a Multicultural
Fair on Sunday 3 November 2019
11.00am – 3.00pm. Everyone is invited
to this family-friendly event, which
will be held on the school grounds and
in the beautiful new hall.
The multicultural fair will showcase
student artworks that will also be
auctioned at the fair.
Plenty of activities for the family
including games and cultural activities,
a variety of children’s craft tables,
market stalls, a raffle, balloon pop with
lots of terrific prizes to be won and

much more. There will also be musical
performances by student and local
community groups to keep everyone
entertained.
A highlight will be delicious food
from across the globe as well as a cake
stall with lots of homemade goodies
and sausage sizzle.
The Multicultural Fair is a wonderful
opportunity to showcase APS and
its multicultural community, its
talented students and to strengthen
the bond between the school and our
community. It is also a chance for the
APS Parents and Citizen’s Association
(P & C) to raise much needed funds
for APS. The school has a team of
dedicated teachers and an active P&C
which runs programs and services for
students and fundraises for essential
school resources. This year, all funds
raised will go towards additional
outdoor equipment for the students in
all grades at the school.
APS invites everyone to come
along and celebrate its multicultural
community!

Willoughby
Neighbourhood Watch
– Watch out Willoughby!
Willoughby is a beautiful place with
lovely people. There have been several
great stories recently; a child’s Fitbit
left hanging up in the change rooms
of the Leisure Centre for hours until
the owner returned, two scooters left
unsecured outside Harris Farm at the
weekend, credit cards and valuables
being found and handed in. Sometimes,
it feels as if we are living in a
community where crime is minimal.
BUT we all really need to be aware
that we actually live in a city, where
not everyone can be trusted, and on
major transport routes making it easy
for others to come into our suburbs.
Increasingly, there are more police
reports about breaking and entering,
which are well planned, and involve
the actual breaking of windows or
doorframes. Just remembering to

lock your house (and car) doors and
windows when you go out may no
longer be enough.
We suspect that thieves see
Willoughby as “easy pickings” and
if we want to discourage them we all
need to do more:
• Report any suspicious activity to the
police immediately, do not just scare
them off to go and rob someone
else.
• Keep all bikes and scooters locked
up and out of sight.
• Keep bags closed and on your
person – not in trolleys or next to
you in cafes.
• Remove all valuables from cars –
even in a locked garage.
• Consider home security cameras
to deter or capture an image of
burglars.
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What’s on in Artarmon
Artarmon Book Club
Contact Artarmon Library
Enquiries: 9419 2849
Artarmon District Tennis Club
Barton Road, Artarmon
Social tennis Saturday 1pm-10.30pm
Family orientated club
Enquiries: 0417 664 447
Artarmon Junior Guides
Cleland Park,
Barton Road, Artarmon
Contact Karen Pearson 0414 682 879 or
email artarmonjuniorguides@gmail.com
Artarmon Little library
Village Green,
Hampden Road near entrance to
Artarmon train station
Artarmon Progress Assn, Inc
Meets 1st Wed. Monthly (ex Jan)
Artarmon Community Hall
139 Artarmon Road, Artarmon
7.40 pm All welcome.
Bilingual (English & Mandarin)
Playgroup
St Basil’s Church Hall
6 Broughton Road
Sessions: Thursday 10.00am–12 noon
Bush Care (3 Groups)
Artarmon Reserve
1st & 3rd Wednesday
2nd Thursday monthly
3rd Sunday monthly
9am–12 noon
Contact Council: 9777 7875
Cleland Tennis Club
Barton Road, Artarmon
Enquiries: 9419 8844
Get Fitter with litter
To get involved contact
Don Wilson
don@winningwow.org
Good Beginnings Chinese Playgroup
Artarmon Kids Cottage Community Centre
18 Broughton Road, Artarmon
Sessions: Thursday, 10am–12noon
Parkrun Willoughby
Every Saturday 7.00am
Artarmon Reserve Burra Road
Rotary Club of Northbridge
Weekly Rotary meetings (Tuesday nights)
For more information:
publicrelations@northbridgerotary.com.au
If you have a not-for-profit
organisation, ie; bridge club,
walking group, etc which could be
mentioned on this list please contact:
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au
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Artarmon Village Inc. Update
by Nick Logan, President
A big #Heartarmon welcome to these
new AVI members;
• Zucchero Caffe Bar is open for
business at 104 Hampden Rd.
Generations of Italian cooking have
merged to deliver a warm, personal
atmosphere where you can enjoy a
glass of wine, an antipasto, a ricotta
cannolo or an authentic espresso.
This has been a project of love for
Valerio. Give him a high five. And do
not forget that Agatha and the Black
and White Beauty team are still down
the back through the magic door.
• Arco Music Academy is a specialist
music academy for talented young

musicians. The academy provides an
environment and tuition for musically
gifted children to pursue their love
of music, develop their musical
potential, and achieve standards of
performance on instruments at the
highest level. They are located behind
the pharmacy in Broughton Road.
Unfortunately, a few gaps in the
Artarmon smile have appeared since
the demise of Flight Centre and Burgers
and More. The general consensus is that
we could really use a butcher or a deli
if anyone is looking for an opening.
Our members have decided, again,
that our focal project for this year
should be to secure public toilets for

the shopping village. An accessible and
parent friendly public toilet next to the
railway lift in Hampden Road is the
best option but facilities on both sides
of the station would be ideal. The
station toilets are not accessible and
are often closed. Business people and
residents alike are sick of talking about
this and nothing ever being done.
We are still recruiting AVI members
for the 2019-20 financial year. Please
look for the AVI decal and support our
members who are going to bat for your
community.

Artarmon Gazette needs volunteers
The Artarmon Gazette is owned by the
Artarmon Progress Association Inc.
All contributors, editorial, advertising
and delivery roles are carried out by
volunteers. It is produced quarterly for
delivery in the first week of March,

June, September and December.
APA is seeking volunteer deliverers,
particularly for the Artarmon Industrial
Area. Allocated routes can be as short
as one block or a whole street.
We also are looking for a new Editor

who works with a small editorial
committee.
If you can assist the APA in any of the
abovementioned roles, please contact us
at editor@artarmonprogress.org.au or
telephone Adrian on 0401 644 052.
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News in Brief News in Brief News in Brief
Artarmon Road Bridge Works
Completed
The Artarmon Road bridge
rehabilitation works have been
completed. An engineering inspection
in 2016 identified that the bridge was
in generally good condition, however,
there were some areas where the
reinforced concrete had deteriorated
as a result of water infiltration
through the road deck. The works
have replaced the road surface,
improved waterproofing, storm water
drainage and removed the bridge’s
curvilinear traffic island.
New Thomson Park Facilities
New facilities are planned for
Thomson Park. This will mean new
change rooms, canteen and public
toilets. The park is used by more
than 1000 people each week for
soccer, rugby and cricket. The new
facilities will be funded by a $515,000
grant from the Federal Government.
Willoughby City Council will develop
plans for the new facilities in 2020
in consultation with the community

and sporting clubs. Construction
of the facilities is anticipated to be
completed in 2021.
Artarmon West Parking Scheme
The proposed Artarmon west
residential parking scheme is likely
to be implemented in early 2020.
Currently, the final recommendations
are being prepared. The scheme will
be reviewed by Willoughby City
Council’s Traffic Committee
in October 2019, and if approved,
will be forwarded onto Council for
their consideration before the end
of the year.
Artarmon Parklands Oval Upgrade
Willoughby City Council has
announced that construction work
will commence on 2nd September
2019 on upgrading the Artarmon Oval.
The whole of the playing field will be
fenced off during construction. All
the pathways around the playing field
will remain open during construction.
The Council expects to reopen the
Artarmon Oval again by Friday

10 April 2020. The upgrades will
include a new irrigation system, an
underground tank to store water from
a new stormwater harvesting system,
a new drainage system, laser levelling
of the surface, new turf and a new
cricket wicket.
The nearest dog off-leash areas are
in Artarmon Park in Parkes Road,
Naremburn Oval, West Street Reserve
Naremburn, Willoughby Park and
Bales Park Chatswood.
Artarmon Village Planter Boxes
Perhaps you have noticed that the
planter boxes in the Village along
Hampden Road have been looking
great. This is due to a volunteer
buying plants and soil and tending
to their presentation. Another
volunteer, Annie, waters the plants
each day. The shopkeepers have been
very appreciative for the work being
done. It has resulted in a lot less
cigarette butts around. Thank you for
your contribution to the presentation
of the Village.

Do you know your cholesterol/blood
glucose levels?
We now have the fast, easy and accurate Cobas b 101 Lipid and HbA1c
analyser in our pharmacy clinic.
It means that in 6 minutes with a simple finger prick test
we can measure your:
• HbA1c (glycosylated haemoglobin) a blood
glucose test averaged over the last three
months. The definitive test for diabetes.
• Complete lipid profile (cholesterol, HDL, LDL,
triglycerides). A comprehensive test of relevant
cardio risk factors.
The cobas b 101 adheres to all relevant standards and methods for HbA1c & Lipid Testing (IFCC/ DCCT/NGSP and CDC/NCEP).

Book now on 9419 6880 for either test at the introductory rate of $25 till 30 Sept 2019
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