APA submission Artarmon station accessibility upgrade
Appendix D171 Station, including gardens heritage
PART 1
Need foraddition of station and its gardengo State heritage Register

Artarmon Station building relocated from Old Glenbrook Station
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Introduction

TINSW hasissued &Review of Environmental factors for an Artarmon Station Accessibilityraigbg in July
2014 and gavehe local community just three weeks to comment.

An accessibilityupgrade in necessary as wheelchair bound people cannot access the station, and ABS stati
show more than 1,000 local residents are in need of easier mestess to the stationamthe stair§ see
image of stair and subwdgelow.

4,750people signed a petition for "a lifdt the current subwappt for the government's doubl#t plus

pedestrian Bridgplusemergency exit staproposal. The State Gavenent should listen to what the

community actually said. It appears the Artarmon plan has been driven by the opportunity to recycle tempol
structures from Turramurra Statias permanent works in Artarmon, rather than community needs.

Artarmon Statio n stairs from subway to platform
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Artarmon Station subway linking platform to Hampden Rd and Wilkes Ave

Artarmon is specidb its residentbecause of its sense of community and the original, largely intact efrly 20
Centurystreetscapes. Artarmonasitstanding for its early 30Centuryintact streetscapes. Our Federation and
Californian Bungalow houses and the original subdivision pattern are distinctive and attractive and relativel
unchanged since first laid down.

The National Trust recognised the suburbés speci
in 1989 and Willoughby City Council (WCC) followed in 1995.



As Artarmon Station is not listed on the State Heritage Register, TINSW gave imtecatignto heritagan
preparing its proposal for an accessibility upgrade at Artarmon. The Railway corridor is zoned SP2. TINSW
called this an industrial zoning and designed its two lift towers, pedestrian Bridgemergencexit stairs as
industrialstructurs. TINSW gave lip service to WCC requirements for properties in the Artarmon
Conservation Zon& he TINSW proposal includes the removal of four of the largest trees (see image below)
the conifer gardein a memorial to the Village Green crea@inarles Wickham that has a much larger
significance as outlined in this submission. The removal of the trees, combined with the proposed works wil
utterly change the character of the precinct.

Figure 6-6: Tree removal proposed as part of the Proposal
TfNSW Plan of major tree removal for two-lift pedestrian bridge

While the 25 year old platform weather awnindpich extend$rom the stairs to the station buildirggn be
described as industrial, t98& year oldstation building is domestic in its form and materitiss A f r on't
an historic garden, antie station is across the road from the-starey brick facade of the retail strip which is
also in the conservation zonENSW has proposed to remoaegroup of the largest trees in the memorial
section of the garden to build the access structurespiaits.

The Artarmon Station building was first erected at Glenbrook Station between 1894 and 1905. The building
became surplus to requirements when a section of the Blue Mountains Line was built on a new alignment v
an easier grade. A new station wascged at Glenbrook on the new alignment in time for its opening. In 1916,
with war funding a priorityand with skilled labour shortages decision was made to disassemble the Old
Glenbrook Station building and-exect it at Artarmon.

The new Glenbroolstation building is listed on the state heritage register, but Old Glenbrook Station (now
Artarmon Station) is not. This oversight is apparently due to the lack of a heritage assessment.

With TINSW seeking to industrialise the appearance of Artarmoro8ta heritage assessment with a view to
inclusion of Artarmon Station and its Village Green (including memorial garden) on the State Heritage
Register.

It appears the eastern lift in tiENSW accesgproposals in the electorate of the member for Wiliby, and
the western liftemergency existairs and large protecticfrom-trains concretearrier, are in the electorate of
the member for Lane Cove. The bridge bridges the electorate boundary.

Artarmon Station Heritage

Artarmon is a rare North Shore suburb in being centred on the railway line and not the Pacific Hwy. The
Station is thus our Afront entr anc e o itsbeadtfcaiondno mml
the 1920s and 1930Gardens were consitted on both sides of the rail linen part to stabilize the
embankment. The community received an award from the Railways for the quality of the gardens ine$937
example of railway station gardens not attended by Railways W& saw the abamtiment of the east side
gardens and the transfer of maintenance of the-swdstVillage Green.

The gardens were brought to their glory under the supervision of Charles Wickham who diedand 926
recognisd in a number of ways. Wickhanatkk wasnam# af ter him. A memori al
External Affairs Minister, North Sydney MP, and war time Prime Minister Billy Hughes on Monday 25 July
1938.



The official party included the Mayor of Willoughby, Alderman Bales, the president of the APRQMr
Bolton, and Mr A C Dennis Chief Traffic Manager, representing the Chief Commissioner of Railways, Mr
Hartigan- seeAppendix for an image of the repofithe lack of mention of a state government minister or MP
implies the unveiling was a Commonweattiatter. Willoughby Council has faithfully maintained the garden
since.

At the time, Billy Hughes was Minister for External Affairs. Thus, we have the Commonwealth of Australia,
the NSW Railways, Willoughby Council, and the community (represented by thg i®aAiling a memorial.
The memorial wasominallyto the creator of a garden, for which 700 people subscribed money to build.

The unveiling occurred two days after King Geor ¢
Bretonneux France. Withinours of the unveiling by the King, reports of the event appeared in the SMH along
with a long article by Billy Hughes on the selection of Vill&ietonneuxXor the A.l.F. memorial. Events like
these are organised well in Advance. Hughes chose to honaam at a time when the mind of the community
was on the 60,000 Australians and the millions of others who died in the Great War. Unlike communities ac
Australia, large and small, Artarmon does noteéhas own war memorial. In 1918 hatswood servedsaur

local centre. Twenty years later, Artarmon had grown rapidly on the back of land subdivision and the
completion of theCBD Railway and Harbour Bridge project. The memorial to Charles Wickham is our public
memorial.

Theevidencepresented in the appgicesis thatby the1920s the Railways intendedlaplication of the
doubletrack North Shoré&ail Line (to four track$ was totake place on the eastern side of Artarmon Station. A
second island platform wadsointended.These plans were reflected in the electrification structures erected fo
the opening of the Harbour Bridge in 193¢hich have since been replaced. These plans for line duplication a
still appropriate today for the NWRL

TINSW staff attending the Artaron public information meeting organised by the ARdyisel its NWRL

team wants thiduplicationoption, and an option to construct a track on the Artarmon Village Green
unconstrained by the easy access wdrkgerms of the scale of the NWRL works, amystraint introduced by
easy access works could be removed at little cost to the NWRL project.

A track on the Village Green would see the total loss of trees on any remaining Village Green as they woulc
overhang the rail track. The remowvabw, of four of the most significant trees on the Village Green, and their
replacement with industrial structures, would make a case for the NWRL that Artarmon Station has no herit
value and its full industrialisatiois appropriate fothevillage centre.

The heriage of the station and its garden (Village Green) has been set out in the following appemdites
aregrouped under the following themes

1. History of the Artarmon Station gardens

Appendix A Pictorial history of Artarmon Station gardens

Appendix B A short history of public plantings in Artarmdry Mollie Shelley
Appendix C APA Annual reports on garden

2. History of the Artarmon Station building

Appendix D Pictorial history of Old Artarmon Station

AppendixE State Heritage RegisteGlenbrookRailway Station Group

Appendix F  Old Glenbrook Station (building transferred to Artarmon)

Appendix G Old Glenbrook Station rerected at Artarmon Station

Appendix H RAHS brief history of North Shore Railway StationArtarmon Station extracts
Appendixl  Current Glenbrook Statiohsame architectural pattern to Artarmon Station
Appendix J Artarmon, The mystery of the moving station buildirdpy Stuart Sharp

3. The station gardens as a place of memorial

AppendixK Charles Henry Wickham and memorial

AppendixL  SMH coverage linking unveiling by King George VI of A.l.F. memorial at VilBretonneaux,
France with the unveiling of Charles Wickham memorial by wartime Prime Minister, External
Affairs Minister and North Sydney MP, Billy HughésourceNLA

4, Nation building and the North Shore Line
AppendixM Ceremony to commence construction of the HorrSblyeonards Railway 11 August 1887
AppendixN NSW Railways Thematic History Sectiorr Building Settlements, Towns and Cities

AppendixO Artarmon Railway Station Katie Walsh search of NLA Trove database of hewspapeysoits

of railway developments relevant to Artarmon
The APA requests TINSW to follow up the work of the community in documenting the history of the station,
including its gadens, and commission a heritage with a view to listing the Station, including gardens, on the
State Heritage register.



1. History of the Artarmon Station gardens
Appendix A T Pictorial history of Artarmon Station gardens

Old Artarmon Station from Hampden Rd 1915



Artarmon Railway Station with its pr e-1916 timber platform building and well-established gardens
Postcard donated Mrs A.Hammond, WDHS collection
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Building in foreground not present in 1924 photo
Wilkes Ave from Artarmon Station platform 1930s with plantings by Charles Wickham led APA garan
Committee
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Wilkes Ave - Its Edwardian commercial bU|Id|ngs arecomplementedby the Interwar flats near the
station.
This print is not as well focused but better shows theast sidegardens
This photograph was taken on 16 March 1936. WDHS David Warner Collection #655.

Village Greeni Looking from Broughton Rd to Jersey Rd- 1930 APA Annual Report



Village Greeni Looking south from Francis Rd to station entrancei 1935

1937 First prize for gardens not attended by Railway staff



