What We’ve Told Artarmon –
Dec 2000

Sept 2001

Nov 2002

With this issue, the Gazette is celebrating 10
years of informing ‘Artarmon 2064’ on the
stories and issues that matter in our suburb.
In February 1999, Glenda Gartrell, along with
her husband Richard, resurrected the Gazette
as a local commercial publication. I say
‘resurrected’, as Artarmon had a Gazette once
before – as long ago as 1929 in fact, and we
have copies of this in the APA Archives, which
have been recently returned to Willoughby
from the State Library.
In early 2000, Glenda handed the Gazette
over to the APA. Since then, the Gazette has
become a regular quarterly publication, grown
to 16 pages, changed logo and colours,
and become a very professionally produced
newletter.
And the Gazette is still not-for-profit, with an
amazing group of volunteers who write, edit,
produce and deliver.

Some things change...
and some never do...
Issue 1 (February 1999) reported that the
challenges surrounding the propose bike path
had been resolved after much consultation
between Council and residents – can you
imagine where we walked and rode before
we had this great piece of community
infrastructure?
The same issue also reported that as early
as 1998, the APA was concerned with the
potential redevelopment of the airspace over
the railway station
In September 1999, we welcomed Stuart
Coppock as a newly-elected Ward Councillor
– and Kate Lamb was re-elected, having been
on Council since 1991.
June 2000 saw the APA successful in
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persuading the RTA to
reinstate the Reserve Rd to
Lane Cove link in the Gore Hill
Freeway redesign – a major
battle and a fabulous win for
‘people power’. If only we’d
been able to get those bus
stops on layoffs at Reserve or
Hampden Rd…
In May 2001, the APA
launched its website, and Marianne Nestor
reported on the first, incredibly successful
Heritage Tour and Photo Exhibition. Later
in 2001 (July), the ABC’s planned move to
Ultimo and the redevelopment of the site was
discussed… how soon before we see significant
developments there? (November 2009).
Airspace development over the station
reared its head again in late 2001…and
at the same time, Willoughby City Council
(WCC) announced that it would redevelop
Kids Cottage as a fully-fledged community
centre. We’ve covered this issue many
times since, including in this current issue
(Artarmon @ Council, p 4). The APA has always
held the view that this redevelopment was a
great ‘lost opportunity’ for the community.
Early 2002 saw the former Uniting Church on

the corner of Tindale
& Artarmon Rds
sold to the Gavemer
Foundation… and
2009 saw the Council
purchase it for use
as a new community
centre and interim
library – something to
look forward to!
By the end of 2002 (November), Barry Thompson
(not yet a Councillor) was advocating on behalf
of the APA for free bus services between the
Artarmon Industrial Area and the shopping village
– Council has now given the community the
opportunity to make this initiative work (see p1),
so let’s get behind them!
The May 2003 issue saw the beginning of
reporting on the potential issues in relation
to the Lane Cove Tunnel (LCT) – air filtration,
traffic management – and also welcomed Gladys
Berejiklian and Anthony Roberts as our two new
state parliamentary representatives.
By May 2004, Barry Thompson was now
‘Councillor’, and remains so along with Kate Lamb
and Stuart Coppock who were re-elected. May
2004 also saw the first Artarmon Fair, which has
been getting bigger and better ever since.

St. Vincent de Paul Society – St Ives Region
has urgent need of good clean pre-loved
clothing, bric-a-brac, white goods, furniture
& good quality electrical items.
WE COLLECT
GOOD USED
FURNITURE
Your Support Helps Us
To Help People Grow
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We can arrange pick ups
5 days a week. Please
call us to arrange
for collection.
Call Florence or Cathy @ Chatswood
on 9419 4236 or 9419 3599
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Artarmon Gridlock
By Keith Anderson for the APA
When the Lane Cove Tunnel (LCT) opens in 2007, Artarmon streets
could become gridlocked as a result of a predicted increase in through
traffic of between 28% and 58%. These are ‘official’ RTA figures that
have haunted our suburb since the Environmental impact statement
(Eis) for the Tunnel was released.
The major traffic flow changes that will
affect Artarmon are (see map below):
• the tortuous design of the eastbound
tunnel’s access to the Pacific Highway
(PH) heading north and the inefficiency
of the Mowbray Rd intersection will
discourage traffic from using the RTA’s
designated route to Chatswood and
areas east. Consequently, traffic will
take the next exit, Reserve Rd, and
do a ‘rat-run’ through Artarmon local
streets which pass beside the school,
and through the already congested
Hampden Rd shopping strip.
• the loss of the left hand turn
south for westbound traffic at the
Gore Hill Freeway (GHF) and PH
intersection will force this traffic to
exit at Reserve Rd and travel through
Broughton Rd and Rimmington St,
again passing in close proximity to
the school and Kid’s Cottage.
The Artarmon Progress Association (APA)
has been lobbying the State Government,
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Key to map:
1

Westbound traffic will not be able to
directly access M2 from Mowbray Rd.

2

No left-hand turn from Gore Hill Fwy
westbound to Pacific Hwy southbound.
Loop-back for eastbound tunnel traffic
heading north to Pacific Hwy.

3

Inefficient Pacific Hwy/Mowbray Rd
intersection.

4

Reserve Road junction will be used by
traffic due to the above. Traffic will
follow streets marked
through
Artarmon.
Artarmon Public School

RTA and Thiess John Holland, the
tunnel builders, since the EIS was
released, to try to effect changes
which will ensure we do not have
all this extra unnecessary traffic
compromising the safety of our school
children, the viability of the shopping
village, and not least, the quality of life
and quiet enjoyment of the existing
environment throughout our suburb.
The traffic chaos caused two weeks ago
by the unfortunate collapse at Lane Cove
has shown the APA’s concerns to be valid
– it gave us our first real taste of the traffic
nightmare ahead, as thousands of cars
were forced onto local roads to avoid the
Epping Rd closure at the PH junction.
Recently, we have all heard media and
parliamentary commentators expressing
concern for motorists being inconvenienced
by tunnel sourced traffic re-arrangements.
Whilst sympathetic, APA would like
to hear some meaningful expressions
of concern for communities, such as
Artarmon, which, through sheer “bloodymindedness” and unresponsiveness
by authorities, are to be subjected to
avoidable, adverse traffic impacts as a direct
consequence of the LCT development.
What is our solution?
In order to ameliorate the impact, APA has
been calling consistently for a number of

Hampden Rd traffic congestion

design changes to the project, including:
• New, direct, left-hand turn from the
LCT (heading east) to PH heading
north – costly, but in our opinion,
would solve a lot of the issues
• Additional turning lanes at
Mowbray Rd / PH Intersection
• New bus stops on the GHF near
Reserve Rd to provide better
public transport access into the
Artarmon Industrial Area (AIA)
• Enhanced access to and from the AIA to
PH, thereby avoiding transit through the
Artarmon village and residential streets.
APA’s current actions
APA recently launched a media campaign
to increase public awareness of these
issues. We have renewed efforts to
communicate with and convince the
responsible authorities of the strength of
our case by continuing to press our local
parliamentary representatives.

How can the community, itself, help?
•

Write to your parliamentary members, RTA, State Government
Ministers (Minister for Roads, Joe Tripodi MP; Minister for Planning,
Frank Sartor, MP), and the Premier - Hon. Morris Iemma, MP.

•

Join the APA to tangibly demonstrate your support for this and other
local issues (see membership form on Page 5 of this Gazette).

Hopefully, our renewed efforts, stimulated by recent media coverage
and with the support of our community, might influence the relevant
government authorities to be more receptive to the changes necessary
to make the new and otherwise welcome LCT/GHF development more
acceptable, both to the disaffected local community and motorists alike.
This is a great opportunity to turn a potential negative into a marked,
positive outcome for Artarmon.

‘Crafting a Great City’ meeting 8pm 29 November. More on page 2

Through 2005 and 2006, the main community
issue reported on was the LCT development,
and the failure of the RTA to engage
constructively with the local community.
By early 2007, WCC had signed contracts for
a 99-year lease over the old Council Works
depot in the AIA… and you would have read
recently of the impending opening of Home
HQ North Shore on the site.
In May 2008, our Community Fair turned ‘5’,
and the Artarmon Library celebrated its 50th
birthday.
Since then we have reported on a number
of sustainability initiatives locally, such as the
introduction of car sharing (November 2008)
and the free shuttle bus in the AIA (May 2009
and this issue).
And then in November 2009, airspace development over the station reared its head again…

Quiz No 16 Answers

Questions on page 6

1. The site was purchased and the foundation stone
laid in October 1925. The church was dedicated
and opened in March 1926.
2. Originally it was a Presbyterian Church but it
became part of the Uniting Church in 1976.
3. It was transferred to the Artarmon Church from
Scots Church in the city. Scots was demolished
to make way for the southern approaches to the
Harbour Bridge. The window was then already
100 years old. The APA will endeavour to find out
where it has now been removed to.
4. On Sunday, 26 November 2000 at 9 a.m. was
the final service – A Service of Thanksgiving for
the Life and Witness of the church over nearly 70
years. While the Uniting Church ceased holding
services there, members of the Christian Assembly
continued to hold services for a short while until
it was sold into private hands. Willoughby Council
purchased the property in 2009 and the library
will re-locate there in the next few months.

Throughout these 10 years, the Gazette
has also brought you some regular stories –
from Mollie Shelley’s informative gardening
articles, to School News from Artarmon
Public, columns from Sustainability St and
Neighbourhood Watch, quizzes, heritage
articles and local snippets in Talking 2064.

Thankyou to all of those who have been
with us all this time – readers, advertisers,
contributors, volunteer deliverers. Your
assistance is hugely appreciated, and your
input warmly welcomed!!

I would like to express my thanks to all of you who have been associated
with the Gazette and the APA in the time that I have been involved.
It is without doubt due to the
efforts of the entire team that
I proudly accepted the Cult ural
and Community Building Award
presented at Willoughby City
Council’s Australia Day celebrations.
The award is a great honour, but
one that would not have been
possible without the hard work of
everyone over the last c.10 years.

Gladys Berejiklian and Anne Weinert at
WCC Australia day celebrations.
Photo by Glenda Hewitt.

The APA has a great association with this award – the inaugural winners
of the award, Lynn & Bob Greaves, were APA nominees for the Citizen of
the Year Award for 2005 (see the Gazette of February 2005) , when the
Cult ural and Community Building Award was instituted as a new, special
category. I am humbled to be following in the footsteps of such awardees.
Anne Weinert
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