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A MORE appropriate development at 
98-102 Hampden Rd may eventuate 
after a DA for a seven-storey 38-unit 
building with retail and small bar-
restaurant was withdrawn. Artarmon 
Progress Association (APA) and 
Artarmon residents had submitted 
strong objections against it.

The DA alarmed the APA because it 
failed to conform to local environment 
planning regulations on several fronts. 
But on August 6, it was withdrawn 
before it came to a vote at a full council 
meeting, where Clr Tony Mustaca 
would have had to declare an interest.

WCC environment services director 
Greg Woodhams told councillors, who 
had received representations from 
APA and residents, the applicant had 
indicated a wish to discuss “a possible 
amended scheme”, which would have 
to be the subject of a fresh DA.

APA president Dale McKay, who 
submitted an objection on behalf of 
the APA, had urged local residents 
to do the same, stating the proposed 
development was incompatible with 
the character and atmosphere of 
the Artarmon shopping strip; had 
excessive bulk; had grossly excessive 

height; the proposed external 
materials, appearance and treatment 
of the Hampden Rd façade were in 
sharp conflict with the conservation 
area of which they were part; did 
not provide adequate parking; and 
created a precedent of aggressive over-
development for the Artarmon centre.  

Hampden Rd DA off drawing board   
by Eva Wiland, Gazette editor

Public Information Meeting and APA AGM: 
Wednesday, September 11, 7pm, Artarmon Bowling Club, 1 Burra Rd. 

Speaker: WCC GM Nick Tobin on council amalgamation and rate pegging
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Thanks to a strong campaign by 
Artarmon bushcarers, Artarmon 
Progress Association (APA), 
Council, residents and local State 
MP Gladys Berejiklian, Ausgrid will 
NOT “trench” through significant 
remnant bushland in Artarmon 
Reserve to lay power cables. The 
planned route would have cut a 
2m wide trench, within a 6m wide 
workspace, across 280m through 
bush, bike path and oval, between 
Chelmsford Ave and the tunnel under 
Gore Hill Freeway.

Ausgrid has advised its proposal 
is now to continue the cable route 
to the end of Chelmsford Ave and 

enter the Reserve where there is 
planted vegetation, as was done with a 
previous cable project in 2007. 

WCC, APA and local bush carers 
and residents had strongly urged– via 
petition, emails, letters, submissions, 
meetings with Ausgrid and 
representations to Berejiklian –  the 
project route or method as originally 
planned needed to change to prevent 
destruction of the bush. 

APA and Council also told Ausgrid 
the Artarmon community had lost 
bush to several infrastructure projects 
over many years and placed a high 
value on protecting the bushland that 
remained.                           

 To page 15

People-power persuades power-people by Anthea Morison, sustainability writer

To page 5

DA for 98-102 Hampden Rd … threat to heritage/Photo montage: Gelder Architects
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Four brand new classrooms for APS by Jane Rowely

ARTARMON Public School (APS) 
will be one of the beneficiaries of the 
NSW government’s $70m Northern 
Sydney Schools Plan aimed to resolve 
enrolment and overcrowding issues at 
north shore schools. 

APS has been feeling the enrolment 
pinch for some years. In 2012, a new, 
two storey, four-classroom building 
was installed at the school at a cost 
of almost $1.2m to accommodate the 
increased enrolments. 

That was in addition to three new 
classrooms and a library constructed in 
2011, under the Federal government’s 
economic stimulus package, the 
Building Education Revolution. There 
are now more than 900 children 
enrolled at the school and the demand 
for places likely to increase. 

An education department 
spokesperson told the Gazette: “The 
department is expecting enrolment 
growth in the northern Sydney area, 
including Artarmon, to continue.” 

APS principal Louise Green said: 
“The new lightweight building is a 
perfect solution for some of the space 
issues being faced by our school. 
(It) will ensure that we have enough 
classroom space for the beginning of 
2014 and we will not have to wait for 
extra classrooms.”

The prefabricated two-storey, four-
classroom building was first used by 
the Vic Department of Education. It 

has big advantages over traditional 
bricks and mortar construction. 

Because it is prefabricated it is fast 
and easy to install and saves space in 
playgrounds that are already heavily 
compromised by building expansion. 
According to the NSW Department 
of Education, the prefabricated 
classrooms “are less disruptive to 
the school during construction than 
a brick building due to the shorter 
construction time on site” and they 
also “deliver value for money”.

Installation work will begin in 
the September school holidays and 
continue through term four. The new 
classrooms are to be completed over 
the Christmas holiday break. 

The controversial Abbott Lane 
space, which was gazetted by the 
education department in 2012, 
will not be the site for the new 
classrooms. Instead the new building 
will replace three aging single storey 
demountable classrooms on the Abbott 
Rd campus. 

The new building will accommodate 
120 students. It will be air-conditioned 
and each classroom will feature an 
interactive whiteboard. 

It will be the second two-storey 
building of its type to be installed 
at APS on the Abbott Rd campus. 
Students and teachers have spent 
this year experiencing the classroom 
environment in the building that was 

installed for the beginning of the 
2013 school year. Louise Green said 
reactions had been favourable. “Staff 
using the building have commented on 
the wonderful teaching space that it 
provides for students,” she said.  

Louise admits steadily increasing 
enrolment numbers do put a strain on 
school resources but she said there was 
a silver lining: “On a positive note, one 
of the reasons we do have increasing 
numbers is the successful reputation of 
the school and that is something we are 
very proud of.”   

Prefabricated two-storey, four-classroom building
 … ready for 2014/photo: APS

old APS demountable … going/photo: APS

APA executive committee member 
and architect Plamen Bassarov, 
who has examined the development 
proposal closely and has expert 
knowledge of the WLEP, prepared a 
detailed review of the DA for APA’s 
submission. He said DA-2013/248 
went “against almost every planning 
instrument for the Artarmon Village 
main shopping strip”. 

The present building has three retail 
outlets in prime locations – 98, which 
has been empty since early this year; 
100, which has been empty for more 
than two years; and Artarmon Family 
Butcher, at 102.

The DA, submitted by Dogild 
Pty Ltd with drawings by Gelder 
Architects for Mustaca, who is newly 

re-elected on the Council, proposes 
to keep the two-storey heritage 
façade only but demolish the rest of 
the buildings and combine the three 
retail sites to one big 567sq m retail 
space on the ground floor – effectively 
destroying a site that has had a butcher 
shop continuously for more than 100 
years (see Page 6) and depriving 
Artarmon residents of its only butcher. 
On the second floor, accessed by a 
lift from street level, a small bar and 
restaurant is proposed, that includes 
a 122sq m tiled courtyard that has no 
street outlook behind a 2m-2.5m high 
façade, is next to the lift shaft and 
overshadowed by the residential units.

The proposal for the residential 
building comprises five floors with 33 

hotel-room like studios and five one-
bedroom units, including 19 adaptable 
for “affordable housing”.

The heritage assessment from 
NBRS+partners, which recommends 
the development, states the final 
design was made after “consultation 
with Council staff and a heritage 
consultant”. The report describes the 
Hampden Rd shopping strip as “a 
group of derelict buildings in need of 
rejuvenation” and says: “Given (their) 
current state … and the planning 
strategies for increasing density at 
transport nodes there is no viable 
option for adaptive re-use of the 
existing buildings in their current 
form.”    

Hampden Rd development  from page 1




