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As the Artarmon Gazette went 
to press, there was community 
outrage at the final concept 

plan Nine Network Australia has 
submitted to the NSW Department of 
Planning and Infrastructure for the 
2.9ha Channel Nine site in Artarmon 
Rd, proposing buildings up to 18 
storeys. 

The proposed height is two storeys 
higher than any of the concept plans 
Nine presented at its public consulta-
tion meetings  last November, which 
has sparked widespread community 
concern. 

Bob Taffel of Willoughby South 
Progress Association (WSPA) has 
started an online petition at http://
www.communityrun.org/petitions/

Outrage at Nine’s 18-storey plan
by Eva Wiland, Artarmon Gazette editor 

channel-nine-site-redevelopment 
against Nine’s proposed building 
height and the lack of community con-
sultation in a bid to get at least 5,000 
signatures to show widespread concern 
against the development..

Although Nine proposes less dwell-
ings at 585, the building is higher than 
any of the concept plans presented to 
the public (see November Gazette, p.1).

Anticipating Nine’s environmental 
assessment in late November, plan-
ning department Director-General 
Sam Haddad said in a statement the 
submission was likely to be examined 
by independent experts on its Planning 
Assessment Committee which might 
hold another public meeting.

To page 10

Crowds flock to new café by Eva Wiland, Gazette editor 

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING
Wed, March 13, 7:30pm, Artarmon Community Hall, 139 Artarmon Rd (Tindale Rd entry)

WCC infrastructure services director Steven Head on coming changes and challenges to our community facilities.
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Salvage Specialty Coffee … opens to pent-up demand/MuzInk

There was party atmosphere in Wilkes 
Ave on Australia Day as Artarmon 
residents flocked to the mini opening 
of Salvage Specialty Coffee.

Dan Yee, Matt Goto and Toby Cutler, 
three mates who regard themselves as 
“coffee geeks” were serving up lattes, 
espressos and cappucinos to queues of 
locals eager for quality coffee and the 
promise of decent food.

The trio still have to finish the fitout 
but the mini opening has whetted the 
appetite of locals who are looking for-
ward to a “third place” in Artarmon 
besides home and office.

The owners are planning a selec-
tive but seasonal menu “focussing on 
smaller amount of options done excep-
tionally well”. 
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WE COLLECT
GOOD USED
FURNITURE

St. Vincent de Paul Society – St Ives Region
has urgent need of good clean pre-loved 
clothing, bric-a-brac, white goods, furniture 
& good quality electrical items.

We can arrange pick ups 
5 days a week. Please 

call us to arrange 
for collection.

Call Florence or Cathy @ Chatswood 
on 9419 4236 or 9419 3599

Your Support Helps Us
To Help People Grow

Extreme  summer in our gardens by Mollie Shelley

EXTRAORDINARY record-
breaking hot days recently have 
been interspersed with milder 

ones. This has allowed heat dam-
aged plants a brief recovery period. 
At the time of writing, however, rain 
showers have been short or light and 
occasional, enough to help suffering 
shallow-rooted plants but our gardens 
are in need of a good soaking to help 
them survive any further temperature 
onslaughts.

Some established plants have thrived 
in the heat: jacarandas, crepe myr-
tles, tibouchina, oleanders, nandina, 
banksias, callistemon, pelagonium, 
pepper trees, and many of the succu-
lent plants like kalanchoe and sedum. 
Some of these grow well in gardens 
farther north than Sydney and some 
hybrids like the tibouchina (previ-
ously known as Lasiandra) have been 
hybridized in nurseries like Alstonville 
near Lismore. In a shaded sheltered 
area in my garden half a dozen potted 
ferns and some begonia species have 
behaved magnificently as though they 
are being nurtured in a hot house.

Conspicuous sufferers were tree 
ferns exposed to the hot sun, hydrangea 
blooms gave up the ghost and so did 
flowers on agapanthus. In some local 
gardens recently planted shrubs, like 
some young camellias that hadn’t had 
time to establish extensive root systems, 
suffered badly. Much new growth on 
deciduous trees has been burnt off, 

older palm fronds and even outer leaves 
of old established magnolias and camel-
lias are burnt. A friend reports that the 
top of her Poinsettia exposed to after-
noon sun was burnt and an old aspidis-
tra also suffered badly.

Sad stories about newly planted 
shrubs remind me that many years ago, 
when I had to establish a new garden 
in the sandstone soil of a recently 
cleared block on the upper north 
shore, I learnt not only to use gener-
ous mulches of whatever material was 
available but also to plant a small rock 
(or stones if the rocks were all used up) 
at the foot of each newly planted shrub. 
The rock acts as a shelter for the roots 
and it also attracts moisture. After a 
couple of years when the plant was 

sufficiently established I could reuse 
the rock elsewhere. We are more for-
tunate in Artarmon with our clay soil 
which retains moisture and humus bet-
ter but the rock/stone is a strategy that 
might prove useful if we have more 
summers like this one.

Several days after the heat of that 
terrible Friday I went for a walk in the 
Reserve to see how the bush has fared. 
The ground was thick with fallen bark 
and leaf litter, much more than I’ve 
ever seen before. The Angophoras, 
our Sydney Red Gums, having shed 
their grey coats looked magnificent. 
It reminded me how, after such a wet 
winter, several eucalypts in my gar-
den and a Michelia champaca, have 
dropped more bark and leaf than I 
can remember in any previous year. 
In the Reserve much of the bracken 
in exposed areas was badly burnt and 
some old or damaged trees are dying 
but down by the creek the tree ferns, 
in spite of having many dead lower 
fronds, are surviving. The Tradescantia 
ground cover has never looked more 
luxurious and an area of Convolvulus 
hasn’t suffered in the heat at all. 
However, several big piles of weed 
covered by sheets of black plastic show 
that the Bushcare volunteers are onto 
the Morning Glory and its days are 
numbered. 

From page 1
“This is one of Sydney’s biggest urban 

renewal sites with a capital investment 
value of more than $200m and we need 
to get it right,” Haddad said. 

“There has been widespread commu-
nity input into the plans to date and the 
department will need to make sure the 
issues raised have been comprehensively 
responded to and addressed.”  

Last month, council and WSPA rep-
resentatives met with Haddad to discuss 
concerns about Nine’s concept plan and 
the lack of community consultaton.

Taffel said in view of Nine’s lack of 
response to community requests, any 
reduction in scale would have to come 
through the influence of the planning 
department. 

He said council and WSPA had aired 
their concerns regarding the proposed 
building height and development den-
sity, and their effect on local amenities 
and infrastructure, known to the DG 
and his advisors.

Willoughby Mayor Pat Reilly has 
been scathing about Nine’s lack of 
community consultation and informa-
tion flow to the public. 

An Artarmon brothel at 6 Cleg 
St, exposed a year ago in a Four 
Corner’s program as part of a 

sex trafficking scandal, is seeking review 
under the new WLEP 2012 of council’s 
DA refusal to continue as a brothel. 

The brothel was mentioned on Four 
Corners and subsequently in the press 
as one of many legal brothels allegedly 
operating unchecked in Sydney and 
Melbourne that used Asian sex slaves 
supplied by a criminal Taiwanse human 
trafficking syndicate.

Records show council solicitors gave 
approval in 2003, after an appeal in the 
Land and Environment Court, for the 
former industrial site to operate as a 
brothel under WLEP 1995’s 4(a) General 
Industrial zoning, and again in 2004 for 
modifications for disabled access. 

The brothel has continued to operate 
since, including after Four Corners rev-
elations it was run by a couple associated 
with the sex slave trafficking syndicate 
and used Asian sex slaves, who had 
their passports taken, were locked in 
their rooms, never allowed to go out and 

Sex slave brothel seeks review by Eva Wiland, Gazette editor

forced to service 
10 clients a shift, 
seven days a 
week.

On September 
14, Smyth 
Planning on 
behalf of owners 
Shao & Lee Pty 
Ltd sought DA 
(DA-2012/338) 
approval to “regu-
larise the site’s 
existing use as a 
brothel”. 

On October 5, council refused the 
DA on the grounds s79C(1)(a)(i) of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Act prohibited use of the site as a brothel 
under WLEP 1995’s 4(c) Industrial Park 
zoning.

The owners have sought a review of 
that refusal “as soon as the draft WLEP 
is gazetted” under IN2 zoning which per-
mits brothel use 

Cleg St is one of six legal brothels 
operating in Artarmon. According to 

The Daily Telegraph, WCC spent $5,500 
on private investigators in 2011 to look 
into 23 suspected illegal brothels in the 
Willoughby area, resulting in the closure 
of 16 and action in Land and Envronment 
Court against one illegal brothel, the 
Oriana Bath House, costing council 
$10,000 to close down.

WCC and many other local councils 
have sought a NSW Government review 
of the current brothel legislation. 

C O F F E E
TM

FRESH ROASTED COFFEE

CAFÉ SUPPLY

ROASTERY DOOR SALES

www.karmee.com
9966 8488

18 - 20 Cleg St, Artarmon
Door Sales (M - F 8.30am to 4pm)

It’s time to
get your fix!

PERMACULTURE NORTH meets 3rd 
Monday evening each month in 
Lindfield. Contact 1300 887 145 or 
info@permaculturenorth.org.au.

Cartoon: Wendy Bishop

He cited over-development and density 
concerns as the main issues council and 
the community had repeatedly raised 
without any clear response from Nine on 
its intentions. 

He said council and the community 
had been left in the dark on the final site 
options presented to the planning depart-
ment. Issues such as building heights and 
local impact on traffic and infrasructure 
remained unchanged. 

“It beggars belief that with the current 
school overcrowding crisis, particular 
(to) this area, that the community is 
expected to take on another 650 place-
ments without any provisions for them,” 
Reilly said. “Community consultation is 
a two-way process – not glossy brochures 
or a lecture.”

Willoughby Mayor Pat Reilly has 
been scathing about Nine’s lack of 
community consultation and informa-
tion flow to the public. 

650 placements without any provi-
sions for them,” Reilly said. “Community 
consultation is a two-way process – not 
glossy brochures or a lecture.” 

Refused Cleg St brothel … seeking council review




