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Artarmon Parklands pavilion redesign
by Georgie Roussac and Sue Livingston
In October 2020 Willoughby City
Council shared two concept designs
for the redevelopment of the former
Artarmon Bowling Clubhouse at
the end of Burra Road in Artarmon.
The building is located between the
community garden and children’s
playgrounds. Many in the immediate
and broader community have been
eagerly waiting to see the plans.
The initial design, Concept Design
1, was developed by a consultant in
June 2020 and comprised an upperlevel, covered terrace adjacent to a
community room and kitchen with
lower-level barbecue and all-access
toilets.
In July 2020 Council engaged a
panel of three independent architects
with local knowledge and public space
project experience to review the initial
design in light of community feedback
on the design brief and the site’s
context and scale. The panel supported
the principles of adaptive re-use,
sustainability and accessibility, and
recognised the cultural interest in the
existing building.
The panel recommended relocation
of the toilets to the pavilion level;
relocation of the barbecue facilities
to the existing gazebo adjacent to
the community garden; enhanced
all-access transition between the
upper and lower levels; introduction
of amphitheatre seating; separable
kitchen access with internal servery;
retention of the covered outdoor
terrace dimensions; new storage to
the rear of the community room;
retention of the original built form and
character; and new shaded cascade
display gardens. The recommendations
resulted in Concept Design 2, which is
Council’s preferred option.

Artarmon Parklands pavilion design / Source: Willoughby City Council

Although Council did not seek
community-wide feedback on the
designs, when they were available on
its ‘Have Your Say’ website during
October, it invited preliminary
feedback from the Artarmon Progress
Association and the Willoughby South
Progress Association.
The APA invited feedback from
members and input from park users.
The feedback overwhelmingly
supported Concept Design 2’s adaptive
re-use approach and a number of
tweaks were suggested. Adequate toilet
facilities were of primary concern to
most. Many strongly supported the
adoption of sustainability features
including rainwater harvesting, solar
panels and onsite waste disposal such
as a composting toilet system. Re-use
of existing materials was considered
important.
A number also considered Concept
Design 2 to be a ‘meeting in the
middle’ of community views, given
that many in the community preferred
to retain the clubhouse, while others

believed the facility should have
been replaced with an entirely new
structure.
Community input on the design
provided during the development
application public exhibition period
will feed into the detailed design.
Council confirmed at a meeting with
the Artarmon Progress Association
in October 2020 that it would seek
further community feedback on the
detailed design.
Council envisages construction will
start in May 2021 and be completed by
early 2022.
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Editorial

Welcome to the last edition of the Artarmon Gazette for 2020, a year that by any
measure has been tumultuous.
An important issue again this year has been the plan for the wonderful
community asset, the Artarmon Parklands – in particular, the design options to
replace the former bowling clubhouse. In July, Willoughby City Council engaged
a panel of three independent architects to evaluate Concept Design 1. The panel
supported the principles of adaptive re-use, sustainability and accessibility and
came up with Design Option 2, which is Council’s preference. A third heritage
assessment is being done. The period for community input on the detailed design
will be extended because of Christmas. Construction is expected to start in May
2021 and be finished by early 2022.
The state government’s concept plan for the Royal North Shore Hospital
Precinct has raised concerns that it would cause huge overdevelopment and
that space originally intended for hospital support services would be lost. The
Artarmon Progress Association supports the 2012 master plan and believes the
area should be reserved for clinical and medical services.
Adrian Alexander continues his interesting examination of past mayors. This
time it is the enchantingly named John Henry Ogilvie Gore Power Ffrench, who
served the district in the early 1870s.
Work on the Sydney Metro is continuing apace. The tunnels and dive structure
at the Mowbray Road site are finished and work will now begin to install the rail
track, power systems, communications, signalling and infrastructure.
Wishing everyone a safe and happy holiday and I am sure all of us hope the
new year will provide fewer challenges than we have had in 2020. Certainly, in
Artarmon we have many enhancements and upgrades to look forward to and enjoy.
Winsome Byrne, Editor

Artarmon Progress Association AGM report
Artarmon Progress Association (APA) held its annual general meeting on 4
November 2020 in the Artarmon Community Hall.
President Georgie Roussac reported on the activities of the APA during the year,
which she has included in A Note from the President on page 3.
The treasurer, Adrian Alexander, reported on the APA’s financial performance
for the year. As co-ordinator of the Artarmon Gazette, he also reported on its
financial success. He particularly thanked all volunteer contributors, our army of
deliverers and advertisers for their continued support. It is now very much a local
newsletter with so many Artarmon-based not-for-profit organisations contributing
regular copy.
Adrian also reported on the Artarmon History Project, which the APA has
sponsored since 2012. The Artarmon Gazette has been the main avenue for
informing residents of their long and colourful European history since land grants
were first made in the area in 1794.
The Mayor of Willoughby, Gail Giles-Gidney, was guest speaker and acted as
returning officer for the election of a new APA executive committee.
The following were elected to the executive committee for 2020-2021: Georgina
Roussac, Michael Dawes, Adrian Alexander, Plamen Bassarov, Peter Egan,
Lindsay Alexander, Jordana Goodman, Andrew King, Mary Ann Irvin, Judy
Simpson and David Roberts.
The mayor gave an overview of projects under way in Artarmon, including
the proposed pavilion within the Artarmon Parklands (replacing the Artarmon
bowling clubhouse), the master plan for the Artarmon Village streetscape, the
Chatswood to St Leonards Bicycle Path Plan, the Royal North Shore Hospital
Precinct master plan and the Wilkes Avenue Plaza upgrade (construction to start
late November 2020).
Concerns were raised at the number of boats, trailers and caravans parked long
term within Artarmon residential and industrial areas. The Council was asked to
enforce compliance and to review signage to exclude these vehicles from main
arterial roads, particularly Herbert Street near the Clarke Bridge and Punch Street.
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A Note from the President by Georgina Roussac
During the
past 12 months
the Artarmon
Progress
Association
committee has
responded to
many significant
issues that
impact the
Artarmon community at local and
state levels – from assisting residents
to improve parking conditions, to
engaging with our local council and
the NSW government on complex
proposals such as the Artarmon Local
Centre Public Domain Master Plan
and the Western Harbour Tunnel
and Warringah Freeway Upgrade
(respectively).
At the start of 2020, the APA
launched the first of its monthly
‘e-newsletters’, and members have
welcomed the targeted, succinct
information.
The strength and effectiveness of
the APA reflects the committee’s
dedication and members’ support.
Each member of the 2019-2020
APA committee has made a valuable

contribution. A big thank you to:
Michael Dawes, Sue Livingston,
Adrian Alexander, Jordana Goodman,
Plamen Bassarov, Peter Egan,
Andrew King, Kath Hermann, Judy
Simpson, Lindsay Alexander and
Peter Wilton (December 2019 to 30
June 2020). Although not officially
on the committee, Robert Newman is
an integral and active contributor to
committee matters.
Many APA members and businesses
contributed great insights and
perspectives on local issues, which
helped shape APA submissions.
Thank you. All APA submissions are
available on the website. I encourage
you to take a look at the breadth of
issues involving our community:
http://artarmonprogress.org.au/
news/. You will notice the website has
been revamped. Committee website
managers have worked tirelessly to
deliver a professional and user-friendly
upgrade. A fantastic effort.
In the September edition, I
mentioned the APA had written to
the Premier asking that the NSW
government address the lack of
east-side access to Artarmon train

station, either via a lift or Disability
Discrimination Act-compliant ramp.
The Premier referred the matter to the
Minister for Transport and Roads who
recently responded saying the state
government had no plans to provide
an additional accessible entrance at
Wilkes Avenue. The APA has made
further representations to the Premier.
On behalf of all of us at the APA, I
would like to sincerely thank Adrian
Alexander for co-ordinating and/or
editing the Gazette from September
2016 to December 2020 (17 editions).
Adrian has made an extraordinary
contribution to the community. While
Adrian is stepping away from the
editor position, he continues to hold
key roles on the APA committee.
On the flip side, we are thrilled
to welcome Winsome Byrne as our
new editor. Winsome is a local with
extensive experience in writing, subediting and proofreading, having
worked at the Sydney Morning Herald,
Financial Times, Australian Financial
Review and as a press secretary.
I wish our members and the
Artarmon community a safe and
wonderful 2021.

Did you know?
•
•
•

A chemist shop has been on the corner of Broughton and Hampden roads since 1913. It is the oldest continuous
business in the Village. There have been only five owners since then. George Musson was the first (1913-1921). He
was followed by Thomas Johnston (1922-1960), Des Dale (1960-1964), James Watson (1965-1996), James Watson and
Nick Logan (1996-2003) and Nick Logan (2003 to present day). The intersection was known locally as Musson’s Corner
for many years. Many political meetings were held at this location.
A post office agency was first established in 1909 in the General Store of James Hall on the corner of
Hampden and Broughton roads, where 7 Eleven is today. An official post office opened on the corner of
Jersey and Hampden roads in 1924. The building was rebuilt in 1973.
A Savings Bank of NSW branch was opened at 80 Hampden Road in 1924 and had a manager’s residence attached.
The bank was taken over by the Commonwealth Bank in 1931. The building was rebuilt in 1976. The branch was
relocated to 66 Hampden Road in 2018. The APA, formed in 1906, continues to bank with the Commonwealth Bank,
the last bank to remain in our suburb.

WE WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

The APA is an active community organisation that has been advocating on behalf of residents
and businesses in Artarmon since 1906. Membership is FREE and benefits are numerous:

•
•

Keep up to date on local issues
Shape local outcomes

•
•

Strengthen the community’s voice
Meet new people

To join email your name and address to membership@artarmonprogress.org.au.
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APS says farewell to 2020 by Ann-Marie Cahill
Artarmon Public School has a special
end-of-year tradition – a huge picnic
for all the students and staff on the
last day.
Buses arrive first thing in the
morning. School bags are packed with
towels, blankets, card games and more
food than you can imagine a child
could eat. Teachers are known to pack
extra sunscreen – despite telling the
kids the day before that they would not.
The buses drive off for a day of fun at
the picnic ground, and everyone feels
good. It is a final celebration for the
entire school before the holidays begin.
At the end of the picnic day, there
is one more tradition before everyone
heads off in their separate directions.
The last thing for the school year, the
final farewell to all students leaving
APS – year 6 students and any others
who are moving on to new schools.
It is one of the most beautiful traditions
I have seen at a school.
At the call of the principal, Louise
Green, all students, teachers and
parents are asked to create the farewell
arch. Everyone lines up in two rows,
creating a long archway with linked
hands above our heads.
The parade usually starts with the
year 6 students running through the
archway, smiling as they partake in
the tradition. They see the faces of
many people who have known them at
school. The arch symbolises the hands
to support them during school and the
path that lies ahead on their future
journey. As they run through, they
build momentum and feel the energy
that has been there through all their

Teddy bears and plush toys waved from windows to comfort and support students
during the pandemic lockdown / APS

schooling. It really is quite special and
heartwarming to watch and to be part
of it.
In year 6, there are many traditions
to mark the growth from primary
to high school. Unfortunately, due
to Covid-19 and 2020 being 2020,
many of those milestones have been
cancelled or drastically changed. The
farewell arch is one tradition to survive
and probably the most symbolic for
year 6 students to take with them.
For many students who have been
a part of the farewell arch in previous
years, it is now their turn. They can
see the smiling faces bidding them
farewell and wishing them luck for the
next step.
All our students are reminded of the
community that supports the school.

There have been plenty of moments
this year, where we have all sought a
sense of community and support. Our
school has nurtured this environment
both within and around Artarmon.
As a parent from Artarmon Public
School, I continue to be grateful for the
care shown to our students. And I will
be one of the first to join the farewell
arch, to show our kids the support they
will have into the future.
The school will be closed for the
summer holidays from Wednesday
16 December and will return on
Thursday 28 January 2021. It is a wellearned break after what has been an
unexpected year.
May all the students and staff at
APS have a long, safe, and relaxing
summer holiday!

Artarmon’s gardens are blooming
Today, as we walk around Artarmon, we are seeing some wonderful gardens and magnificent flowering shrubs and
trees. The rain and warmer weather we have experienced in recent months have seen our gardens take off and grow
markedly, upwards and outwards.
The custom in Australia has been that owners of residential properties maintain the public space in front of their
houses by mowing the grass and pruning trees and shrubs, when appropriate.
The growth of our shrubs, trees and hedges on our front fence lines and within the verge is now causing problems
for pedestrians in many locations as vegetation invades the footpath space. Outside some properties, it is increasingly
difficult to walk on the footpath two abreast. Low hanging tree branches on the street are becoming a problem as well.
Please take time out to look objectively at the impact the vegetation extending from your property and verge is
having on our pedestrian walkways.

4		
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Herbert Street precinct concept contradicts
master plan by Michael Dawes and Judy Simpson

Artist’s Impressions of the Herbert Street Precinct Concept Plan / Source: www.dpie.nsw.gov.au/housing-and-property/

The NSW government has released
a concept plan for the redevelopment
of the ‘Herbert Street Precinct’ at
Royal North Shore Hospital (RNSH).
Included are a 60-storey residential
tower, a four-storey primary school,
a nine-storey building for commercial
offices, medical suites and retail, and
a 10-storey building for short-stay
accommodation.
The residential tower will contain
500 apartments comprising at least
75% as affordable housing and key
worker accommodation. The rest
will be build-to-rent apartments.
This will allow key health service
personnel to live close to their jobs

and provide many social, economic
and health service benefits for the
community. The plan also improves
the connectivity between the hospital
and St Leonards station via a wider
and more accessible footbridge.
Concerns have been raised that the
proposal is a massive overdevelopment
of the site and is not in accordance
with the 2012 RNSH Master Plan,
which earmarked the area for hospital
support services and ambulatory care.
Counter to the agreed Master Plan, a
new Ministry of Health building on
Reserve Road now occupies the area
reserved for hospital support and,
with the addition of the Herbert Street
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Precinct development, would cover
at least 22% of the RNSH campus.
The RNSH Medical Staff Council is
concerned that only 5% of the new
floor space is allocated for clinical
support services and no provision is
made for outpatient services.
APA supports the 2012 RNSH
Master Plan and agrees the area
should be reserved for clinical and
medical facilities. APA has objected
to the proposal, citing further
concerns about the unsustainable
overdevelopment of St Leonards,
traffic congestion and loss of the
required 12-metre building setback
along Herbert Street.
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Our community garden at the old Artarmon Bowling Club and the superb natural
bushland in Artarmon Reserve, all part of the Artarmon Parklands, are now a focus
as well as featuring traditional sustainability themes of energy, water and waste.

Residents’ empties help the Artarmon community garden
Now is a great time for Artarmon
residents to help the Artarmon
Community Garden to grow healthy
and delicious vegetables – and improve
the environment at the same time.
Under the scheme, residents can
take their eligible drink bottles and
cans to a participating reverse vending
machine and donate the 10c refund
on each container to the community
garden.
The project is a partnership of
TOMRA, which operates the vending
machines, and the NSW Environment
Protection Authority’s Return and
Earn scheme. It will run until 24
February 2021.
Most empty 150ml to 3 litre
containers are accepted, including
those made of PET, HDPE, glass,
aluminium, steel or liquid paperboard.
A reverse vending machine is at
the corner of Lower Gibbes and
Smith streets, Chatswood East (near
Bunnings).
When you have finished putting your
containers into the machine, press the
Donate button and select Artarmon
Community Garden.
Certain items are not accepted.
Check the Return and Earn website
https://returnandearn.org.au/ to find

out which ones. They include milk or
milk substitute containers; flavoured
milk containers of 1 litre or more;
fruit or vegetable juice containers of
1 litre or more; glass wine or spirit
bottles; wine or water casks of 1 litre
or more; wine sachets of 250ml or
more, or cordial or concentrate juice
containers.
The community garden can also
accept your containers at the small
recycling facility near the shed at

1A Burra Road, Artarmon.
Gary Heslin, president of the
community garden, says: ‘A large
community garden such as ours
takes quite a bit of money to operate
because membership fees don’t cover
all costs such as plants, seeds, soil and
composting facilities. This scheme
will help us become more self-reliant
in harvesting and using rainwater to
store at least 3,000 litres to irrigate
the gardens.’

Recycling and produce at the Artarmon Community Garden / Artarmon Community Gardens Group

Caring for diabetes type 2
Type 2 Diabetes (T2D) causes high
blood glucose levels and serious
changes to a person’s metabolism.
People with T2D cannot make or use
insulin correctly, which means their
cells cannot use glucose properly. T2D
can run in families and an unhealthy
lifestyle will increase the risk of
developing this condition.
Over time, diabetes can cause
serious complications such as vision
impairment, kidney damage, heart
disease, stroke, nerve pain and
numbness, poor wound healing and
erectile dysfunction.
Treatment of T2D aims to keep
blood glucose levels as close as

by Gary Heslin

by Nick Logan

possible to the target range by healthy
eating, physical activity and various
medicines.
People with T2D may need to use a
meter to monitor their blood glucose
levels to help guide them towards the
target range and avoid hypoglycaemia.
Hypoglycaemia, commonly called
‘‘a hypo’’, means low blood glucose.
It can occur if the dose of diabetes
medication or insulin is not balanced
against food intake and physical
activity.
A healthy lifestyle can delay or
prevent T2D and will also help treat it.
Choosing food with no added sugar,
moderate exercise for 150 minutes a

week, limiting alcohol to two standard
drinks per day, and not smoking will
all reduce the risks associated with
T2D.
Routine health checks are important
in managing T2D. These include
kidney function, blood pressure and
cholesterol with your GP, eye health
with your optometrist, and having
your feet checked by a podiatrist.
Advice from a diabetes educator and a
dietitian can be invaluable.
Your local pharmacy can also be
an excellent source of information
on getting the best from your T2D
medicine and equipment.
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Artarmon’s Mayors of Willoughby Past – Part 2
by Adrian Alexander

J.H.O.G.P Ffrench (1835–1875)
John Henry Ogilvie Gore Power
Ffrench served as an alderman of the
Municipality of North Willoughby
from August 1870 to February 1875.
He was elected by his peers as the
5th Mayor of North Willoughby for a
12-month term from February 1872.
The Municipality of North Willoughby
then was made up of the current
Willoughby Local Government Area
and the Lane Cove Council LGA.
The population of Municipality of
North Willoughby in 1865 was about
400, growing to about 5100 by 1900.
It was mainly a farming community,
principally occupied by orchards
and market gardens. Artarmon had
a number of small brickworks from
1828, but most activities were cattle
grazing and land clearing. The William
Gore family had possession of most
of the land in Artarmon, had farms in
Lane Cove, Naremburn and Greenwich
and the use of some adjoining Crown
lands.
By 1873, North Willoughby had
four churches: Church of England (St
Stephens), Wesleyan, Congregational
and Baptist but not one public house.
The Great Northern Hotel did not
exist until 1878. Milsons Point
ferry terminal was one hour’s drive
away through picturesque country.
Maintenance of roads was a major
problem for the Council, such that in
1874, it asked the NSW government to
assume responsibility for maintenance
of the Pacific Highway.
Ffrench was born in Belfast,
Northern Ireland, in 1835. His mother
Charlotte was the eldest daughter of
William Gore, after whom Gore Hill
is named. She returned to Sydney in
1839, with her three-year-old son, after
the death of her husband John Henry
Ffrench.
Ffrench’s mother Charlotte died in
1868. He inherited about 107 acres
in Artarmon/Gore Hill on which the
family home Carlotta Cottage had
been built for her on her return from
the United Kingdom in 1839. The
cottage was situated on the corner
of what is now Carlotta Street and
Clarendon Street.

Ffrench married Ellen Wilhemina
Solling (1842-1926) in September
1869. Their children were Charlotte
Wilhemina (1870-1945), John Henry
Oscar (1872-1952) and Evelyn Sybilla
Margaret (1874-1953). The family lived
in Carlotta Cottage on the Artarmon
Estate. After Ffrench’s death in 1875,
his widow Ellen sold the property to
Richard Seldon and bought 60 acres
at Greenwich where she built a house
called Carlotta House.
In 1884, she began subdividing the
Greenwich land. Ellen was 32 years
old when Ffrench died leaving her with
three children under five years old
to support. At the time of his death,
Ffrench was the Chief Clerk in the Pay
Branch of the Treasury Department of
the NSW Government.
Ffrench was a keen supporter of
the School of Arts movement in
Australia that began in 1833 with
the establishment of the Sydney
Mechanics Institute. The movement
followed the Scottish model which
focused on adult education and the
provision of libraries, classes of
instruction and lectures upon various
branches of science and art.
In December 1873, a meeting was
held at Willoughby Public School for
the purpose of establishing a School
of Arts in North Willoughby. Ffrench
was elected to the first committee
and became its Foundation President.
Funds were raised to construct a
building to house the organisation. It
was built in Mowbray Road, opposite
the present Hampden Road T-junction.
The foundation stone of the building
was laid in 1875.
The School of Arts building was
used as the Council Chambers from
1879 until 1903 when the Council
moved into a new building in Victoria
Avenue, Chatswood. Prior to the
Council moving to the School of
Arts building, meetings were held
in various locations, including in the
open air on street corners. Elections
were held every year and mayors were
elected by their peers.
The Coroner’s Inquest in
October 1875 took evidence into
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Alderman J.H.O.G.P Ffrench /
Picture: Willoughby City Council

Ffrench’s death. The Sydney Morning
Herald reported proceedings that
included testimony by his wife Ellen.
Ffrench had accidently shot himself
on the morning of 8 September 1875,
while taking his pistol from his coat
and resulted in him taking sick leave
to recuperate. On 1 October, his wife
Ellen had gone to Sydney and, on
her return, found that Ffrench was
still in bed but with a fresh gunshot
wound. She had asked Ffrench what he
had done, and he replied that he had
not long to live. He died at Carlotta
Cottage on 8 October 1875. He was 39
years old.
Ffrench had left a note explaining
his mental state at the time, which read
The School of Arts, N. Willoughby. The
last sum paid on account of same by
the Government, through a mistake
of Robert M’Clelland in the list of
vouchers he handed to me from which I
copied one sent into the Government –
1-10-75. Delirious off and on last night.
I do not know what to do; head so bad.
No sleep at night. Too shaky to write
now. It was paid into Bank of NSW to
the credit of the treasurer, president
and secretary of the institution named
on account of the building fund. It
would no doubt be imagined that my
accident was on account of above, but
such is not the case. I did not discover
the error until a day or two back. Let
me say that I heartily forgive Robert
M’Cleland and everybody else and
trust the neighbours will be kind to my
dear wife and young children. I have
left a will in favour of Mrs Ffrench.
The jury returned a verdict of
Suicide whilst labouring under
temporary insanity.
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Artarmon Village

Artarmon Fine Dental:
Helping you love your smile

Established about 40 years ago,
Artarmon Fine Dental at 80 Hampden
Road above Chemist Warehouse has
been operated by Dr Mark Chung
BDS since 2015. The practice has been
modernised to provide an even better
service to patients. Its motto is ‘Quality
family, cosmetic and implant dentistry’.
‘It is wonderful to be settled into
a professional dental practice in
Artarmon. Having been raised in
southern Sydney, Artarmon was a
new locality to me when I bought
the business in 2015. Everyone in the
community has been so friendly and
welcoming and it is a pleasure to come
here to work,’ says Mark. ‘It feels like
my second family.’
As the practice had a good reputation
and convenient premises, it was an easy
decision for Mark to upgrade. ‘We have
completely upgraded almost everything
– from a new Italian designed dental
chair, state-of-the-art autoclave, intraoral scanner, reverse osmosis filtrated

water plumbed throughout, wireless
rotary endodontic motor as well as new
flooring, Led lights, plumbing, ceilings
and bathroom,’ says Mark. ‘Ironically,
the thing most people notice since
the renovation is our word clock in
reception’.
Mark completed his dental degree at
the University of Sydney, graduating
with honours in 2003. The continuing
education Mark has undertaken since
includes becoming an accredited
Invisalign® provider and courses on
dental crowns, dental implants, root
canals and sleep disorders.
He is particularly proud of the
confidence patients can gain when he
improves their teeth and smile. ‘Having
a patient change from being reluctant to
be in photos to confidently show their
smile is what motivates me,’ he says.
Mark and his wife Liz and two
young sons have also moved to the
north shore. Being parents, they have
put toys and activities for children in

by John Peacock

the reception area. ‘Our young patients
are among our favourites. We do our
utmost to make them enjoy coming to
our clinic.’
Whether a patient wants to restore
their smile with multiple dental
implants or needs a simple filling
or scale and clean, Mark is highly
skilled in providing an array of dental
services under one roof. Because
he can perform so many types of
dentistry, there’s little need for referral
to specialists.
‘My goal is to give you the best
smile you can have as quickly,
painlessly and stress free as possible,’
he says. ‘You can think of me as your
adviser. I’ll show you what’s happening
in your mouth, then talk about the
options to fix it.’
Dr Mark Chung puts anxious
patients at ease with light-hearted
and relaxed visits. He cares about his
patients as much as the quality of his
treatment.

Are you really
happy with your
current dentist?

Does your dentist really listen
to what you want?
Did he wait until you were fully numb
before started drilling?
Or maybe he pushed you into
expensive treatment that you weren’t
ready for or didn’t think you needed?

Come and have a
friendly chat with
Dr Mark Chung
today on 9419 7484.
Alternatively have a look
at his website:

www.artarmonfinedental.com
or read many of his

90+ positive google reviews.

1/80 Hampden Road, Artarmon

At Artarmon Fine Dental we understand everyone is unique.
Each person has their own values, beliefs, desires and budgets.
Some people want the full cosmetic transformation, others may want to
replace broken or missing teeth so they can finally eat properly
whereas others just want their routine scale and clean.
Dr Mark Chung will guide you through what is happening inside your mouth,
offer you options how to fix it then leave it up to you when you are ready to do
the treatment to give you the health, confidence and happiness that you deserve.
Ph:

9419 7484

www.artarmonfinedental.com
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Artarmon Village

Artarmon
Village Inc Update
by Nick Logan
Artarmon Village Inc emerged in
2013 as a localised chamber of
commerce focused on the needs of
the shopping village on each side of
Artarmon rail station.
Our goals are to make our precinct
attractive and amenable to residents
and visitors.
We have always enjoyed a productive
relationship and aligned goals with
the Artarmon Progress Association
and thank the APA team for its
collaboration through the year.
We have had a recent reshuffle and
I am very proud of the AVI committee
members, who are:
• Ian Huntley (Inter Desserts) vice
president/secretary
• Valerio Domenici (Zucchero Caffe
Bar) treasurer
• Anshul Aggarwal (Associations
Forum)
• Evita Barboza (Artarmon Fruity
Latin Market)

•

Rickie Norris (Gelatissimo
Artarmon).
Thank you for years of dedicated
service to the two committee members
who are stepping down:
• Nikhil Mehta (Artarmon Dentists)
• Jeremy Ong (Laing + Simmons
Artarmon).
Next year we will see the most
significant upgrade to Wilkes Avenue
and Hampden Road in decades – or
perhaps a century. There will be
important changes, including:
• Hampden Road traffic lights
moving to the Broughton Road
corner
• Clean, accessible, parent-friendly
public toilets in the village
• Public amenities designed to
encourage people to work, rest and
play in our centre.
Ideally, the lift to the station platform
should be accessible from both sides.
We understand the APA has made

representations to the state government
for this to be done.
Please log on to ‘Have Your Say
Willoughby’ and comment on the plans
for the upgrades. It is the best way to
access the most recent plans.
This has been a challenging year for
everyone and I believe we got through
the worst of it together.
Ultimately, we would love Artarmon
Village to recover from the pandemic
as a functional, seven-day-a-week
shopping destination for everyone.
Somewhere that is accessible and
amenable. A place where people want
to ‘hang out’. A place that hums all
day and buzzes at night. A place where
residents feel happy and safe. A place
they are proud of.
Let us work together in 2021 and
make it happen!
Best wishes to all Artarmon residents
for a healthy and happy 2021 from
Artarmon Village Inc.

Are you ready for paperless prescriptions?
Australia is currently transitioning to digital scripts
Your GP can now send you your scripts as a token via
SMS or email
Soon you will be able to grant your pharmacy access
to your digital scripts and do away with the tokens
Our free MedAdvisor app streamlines and organises
this process
Your doctor will still be able to print off paper scripts
if required
Ask our friendly team if you have any questions or
need help
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...
As 2020 draws to
a close, we can
reflect on a year
that has brought
us extreme
situations to test
our resilience,
including storms,
bushfires and
Covid-19. Thank you for your patience
and support.
In my previous column I outlined
that the Artarmon Parkland pavilion
project continued to progress. In March
we conducted community consultation
for the design brief and, in June, the
consultant architect developed the
concept design. We engaged a panel of
three independent architects to conduct
the design review process. It supported
the principles of adaptive re-use and
offered refinement ideas for the concept
design that went on public exhibition in
October.
Due to delays during the review
process, the consultation schedule
has been pushed back. Community

feedback on the detailed design
is invited during the development
application consultation that began in
late November. The consultation will
be longer than usual due to the holiday
season.
We have commissioned two separate
independent heritage reviews of the
existing club building, both of which
identified that the building did not
warrant local heritage protection.
Having recently received a local
heritage nomination and accompanying
heritage report, we engaged another
independent heritage consultant for
advice in assessing the nomination.
That advice will also be considered in
the DA assessment.
The tender process for construction
is expected to take place in February
– March 2021. Building will begin in
May 2021 and be complete in early
2022.
The Artarmon Public Domain
Masterplan, which covers the public
areas on the western side of the railway
line, was out for public consultation

Marriott Lane strongly recommends that our clients are protected by a comprehensive
Landlord Insurance policy. Most use the services of a specialist provider, rather than the
general insurance companies that focus on life, building, contents and motor vehicles.
The typical specialist policy has an annual cost in the range of $350.00 to $400.00.
Landlord Insurance is designed to protect you from most, if not all, the possible things
that can go wrong in relation to your residential investment property. The three basic
areas of concern are an unfortunate or bad tenant, accidental or malicious damage or
loss to the property & contents and legal liabilities.
Most insurers cover all three areas in a single policy.

from 5 August – 1 September. Most
responses supported the plan.
The opening of the new sports
pavilion at Thomson Oval is imminent.
One of the busiest ovals in the area,
it is used for club soccer, cricket and
rugby, Artarmon Public School and the
local community. The new building
includes public toilets, change rooms,
a canteen and storage space for clubs.
The federal government contributed
$515,000 and Council $500,000.
In streetscape news, a contractor
has been engaged for the upgrade of
Wilkes Avenue. Work is planned to
start before Christmas and should be
completed by April 2021.
There are six development
applications (DAs) for the former
Channel Nine site, two of which are
construction DAs. Council staff will
report back to the North Sydney
Planning Panel on the construction
DAs by early next year.
Please get in touch with me directly
to discuss anything further.
– gail.giles-gidney@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

There are three insurance
types relevant to residential
investment property:

1. Building Insurance –
covered by Owners Corporation
for strata properties or covered by
your own Building Insurance Policy
for non-strata
2. Landlords Insurance –
designed to cover what the other
two don’t

3. Contents Insurance –

the responsibility of the tenant

Website: marriottlane.com.au | Phone: 02 9906 2300 | Office: 61-63 Alexander Street, Crows Nest NSW 2065
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...
Business support
fuels Artarmon’s
economic
recovery
On Monday
12 October, the
Council meeting
approved the
extended Business
Support Plan that waives all fees for
footway dining and street advertising.
This will save businesses $57,000.
The environmental health
inspection fees for about 400
businesses were waived, and 42
sporting club and community groups
had $501,000 in fees for sports grounds
and facilities either refunded or not
charged.
This extension of the Business
Support Plan aims to fuel economic
recovery and give our local businesses
the boost they need to get back on
their feet.
Artarmon Local Centre Strategy
Since our last edition of the Gazette,

the Council has provided further
information on possible features that
would be incorporated in the Artarmon
Local Centre Strategy. Willoughby
Council also outlined issues and
challenges. Improvements to be
achieved include:
• connectivity
• enhancing the “village feel”
(encouraging interaction with
outdoor dining)
• amenities (a new toilet block)
• business quality (through expanded
retail activation)
• opening up public spaces
• greening the centre
• footpaths and public seating.
Some possible challenges are also
being looked at and discussed. These
include:
Traffic impacts – the effect of
through traffic on both sides of the
train station has been identified and
studied. One possible way to mitigate
this would be to reduce the advantage
of driving through (i.e. the rat run)

by introducing traffic calming (40
km/h). A further feasibility study
would be done on Hampden Road
(being a sub-arterial road) and
including pedestrian flow.
Chatswood to St Leonard
bicycle route
Slowing-down points for cyclists have
been analysed and a possible dismount
zone presented. The questions
remaining are:
• How do we educate cyclists to slow
down and “share” the lane with
pedestrians, given the number of
school-aged children?
• Education for the cyclist versus
policing – how is this achieved?
Exciting plans were also presented on
parking, traffic lights and the library
site. These could be incorporated in the
Artarmon Local Centre Strategy.
Please share with me your thoughts
and I welcome feedback on any current
issues.
– christine.tuon@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Thank you for all your support in 2020!
North Shore Vet Hospital has managed to keep the doors operating through a
trying 2020 for everyone. We have had a different sort of a year!
It has been so delightful to see all the puppies and kittens, being cared for by passionate owners.
Many of you are getting to experience the joy of owning and caring for a pet for the first time.
We have had the leptospirosis cases, but were delighted we could offer a vaccine immediately.
Over summer, please look out for your pets. If you own a brachiocephalic breed (Frenchie, Pug etc),
please be careful in the summer sun to make sure they don’t become overheated.
Ticks are still around so please make sure they are on preventatives. Watch out for all the
Christmas nasties as well: onions, chocolate, sultanas and grapes, barbecue skewers.
Have a wonderful Sydney summer. Remember we will be open 24/7 as always.
Stay safe and look after yourselves and your furry friends.

– Dr. Peter Chitty & the team at North Shore Veterinary Hospital

Open 24/7 @ 57-63 Herbert Street, Artarmon

Undercover parking and lift access off Punch Street
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...
Artarmon
Village upgrade
The longawaited
upgrades to
Wilkes Avenue
and Hampden
Road are under
way. The Wilkes
Avenue works contract has been
awarded and construction was due to
start in late November 2020. Work is
expected to be finished in late April
2021. The Hampden Road streetscape
plan continues to progress and work is

expected to be finished in early 2022.
It has been a long wait, but I know
you will agree when you see the final
results, that it has been worth it.
Happy holidays
It goes without saying that 2020
has a been a long year. Despite the
challenges Covid-19 has presented to
Council, it has presented a number
of opportunities as well. Focusing on
upgrades to our open spaces, support
for local businesses and finding new
and inclusive ways to collaborate has
been terrific. Online council meetings

and committees will allow many more
people to participate in a manner that is
convenient for them. One drawback is
that I will not be able to wish many of
you a Merry Christmas face to face.
It is a tremendous honour to
represent you on the Council and I am
exceptionally proud of the progress
our community has made this year. If
there is anything you feel I can help
with, or you have an idea about how
we can further improve our fantastic
neighbourhood – as always – please let
me know.
– nic.wright@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

APA proposes underpass to reduce Artarmon traffic
The Artarmon Progress Association
has been advocating for many years for
improvements to the Pacific HighwayMowbray Road intersection. In
particular, APA would like traffic from
Mowbray Road West to be allowed
to turn right onto Pacific Highway
to head south. Roads and Maritime
Services has been reluctant to allow
this, which means this traffic has to

turn right at Hampden Road and travel
through Artarmon.
With the Sydney Metro work site
soon to be redundant, APA sees this
as an ideal opportunity to significantly
improve the intersection and has
proposed to Transport NSW that an
underpass of Mowbray Road be built
for the highway. Ramps would allow
turns in all directions to and from

by Michael Dawes

Mowbray Road and highway traffic
could flow unimpeded by traffic lights.
Improving the performance of the
intersection would reduce congestion
and rat-running through Artarmon.
APA’s proposal went to the minister
in August. At the time of going to press,
we had received no reply but we are
hopeful that our suggestion is being
seriously considered.

Improving the presentation of your property is the most cost-effective action
you can take. It always returns at least twice the expenditure and usually somewhere
between four and fifteen times.
Superior Presentation delivers on two levels:
More Visits to the Property by Buyers – All marketing is visual today and
it’s important to stand out. Quality photographs of a beautifully presented
property are critical to be noticed and create the impulse to visit an open for
inspection or arrange a private appointment.

Styling

Showcases, displays usability of
space and demonstrates the
lifestyle of a property.

Greater Engagement at the Property – You must not rely on the Buyer’s

imagination. It’s essential that the home works for them, that it feels inviting,
practical and invokes emotions. People should focus on how they would feel
there, not on required repairs and whether furniture would fit. Provide them
with solutions, not problems.

• Undertake necessary repairs:
•
•
•

Cracking - Ensure all tiles, wallpaper, plaster, etc. is free of
damage - Ensure there is no mould present.
Focus on light: Remove window coverings if old or worn out - Clean windows - Use lamps
and add mirrors - Consider painting in a lighter shade - Cut back foliage from
windows.
First impressions count: Stand at the street entrance and imagine you are seeing your
property for the first time - Move to the front door, look about and
observe the quality of presentation and repair - Pause within the
entry foyer and consider how welcoming it feels.
Declutter

sms SELLINGGUIDE to

0416 907 779

to read our guide to selling
booklet on your device

Website: marriottlane.com.au | Phone: 02 9906 2300 | Office: 61-63 Alexander Street, Crows Nest NSW 2065
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Artarmon Girl Guides update – what a year!
by Sarah Dixon, Guide Leader, Artarmon Junior Guides
What a year 2020 has been! Who
would have anticipated in January that
we would face so many challenges in,
what seems like, the longest year ever!
We are proud to say that, despite the
pandemic, in most places around the
country Girl Guides has kept running.
Email, Zoom and other means of
communication have enabled our
Guides to keep in touch with one
another, and have a familiar place to
‘go’ on a regular basis.
Some units even continued through
the school holidays, without a break,
to enable Girl Guides in lockdown to
have something to look forward to – to
have a sense of normality and a close
group to chat to from their homes.
We have learnt a new skill set
of flexibility, resilience, patience,
technology use, online etiquette and
adaptability, with girls teaching the
leaders, and leaders teaching the girls.
Zoom, Kahoot, Doodle, craft online,
cooking online from our own kitchens
– it’s sometimes been a challenge but
always fun to be sharing and learning
together.
In term 4 things started to get
somewhat ‘back to normal’, with
Covid-19 safety plans and procedures
in place for our halls and some activity
venues. In third term we managed a
physically distanced movie night and
tenpin bowling.
In fourth term, we have been

Taking a well-earned rest after cleaning the soldiers’ plaques at the Chatswood Memorial Park
/ Photo: Sarah Dixon

focusing on service activities. We
have packed shoe boxes full of gifts
for children in need overseas for the
Operation Christmas Child campaign,
polished the soldiers’ plaques at the
Chatswood Memorial Park ready for
Remembrance Day, and made and sold
cupcakes to friends and family for
RSPCA Cupcake Day.
If you are interested in enrolling
your daughter in Girl Guides in
Artarmon for 2021, our unit for girls
aged 7 to 10 meets on a Tuesday night
during term time. A unit for girls aged
10 to 14 meets on a Monday night
during term time.

Channel 9 television tower to be demolished
Mirvac Group, the new owner of the
Channel Nine site, has submitted
a development application (DA)
to demolish the television tower.
Demolition is expected to begin in
early 2021. Mirvac plans to construct a
five-storey apartment block on the site.
Channel 9 was the first to transmit
when television broadcasting began
in Sydney on 16 September 1956. It
used temporary studios in St David’s
church hall in Surry Hills until
the Willoughby studios were built.
Channel 2 began on 5 November 1956
and Channel 7 on 2 December 1956.
Channel 9 has had two TV towers.
The original was closer to Artarmon

by Adrian Alexander

Road than the present one. A larger
tower was built on the present site in
the early 1960s. The older tower was
demolished in 1972.
Australian Broadcasting Corporation
(ABC) Channel 2 built its tower on its
present site on the Pacific Highway.
Channel 7’s original tower was on land
next door to the ABC, where the Foxtel
studios are now.
Channel 7 tower was demolished
after the present tower in Hampden
Road was constructed.
Channel 10 began in 1964 and
transmitted from the Hampden Road
tower. When the Special Broadcasting
Service (SBS) began its television
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There are also local units in
Chatswood and Lane Cove.
Girl Guides is unique because
it includes such a wide variety of
outdoor activities, service/community
activities, Guiding traditions, indoor
activities, opportunities to learn
leadership skills, to work in small
teams. Larger groups have about 24
girls per unit.
The activities help girls to develop
in confidence, leadership and a wide
range of skills, all at their own pace.
For more details or information
contact our District Manager, Karen,
on kptwo@hotmail.com.

service in 1980 (previously it was
solely a radio station owner), it
transmitted from the ABC tower.
Artarmon/Willoughby has hosted
five TV towers since 1956. The
Broadcasting Control Board in the
1950s had decreed that all TV towers
should be built within one-mile
radius of each other, so the Artarmon
Triangle was created. The ABC was
the first organisation to build at Gore
Hill and the others followed shortly
thereafter.
The demolition of the Channel 9
tower will be the end of an era and
the beginning of a new residential
experience.
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What’s on in Artarmon
Artarmon Book Club
Contact Artarmon Library
Enquiries: 9419 2849

Willoughby
Neighbourhood
Watch

Artarmon District Tennis Club
Barton Road, Artarmon
Social tennis Saturday 1pm-10.30pm
Family orientated club
Enquiries: 0417 664 447
Artarmon Junior Guides
Cleland Park,
Barton Road, Artarmon
Contact Karen Pearson 0414 682 879 or
email artarmonjuniorguides@gmail.com
Artarmon Little Library
Village Green,
Hampden Road near entrance to
Artarmon train station
Artarmon Parklands Community Garden
Sunday mornings
Contact Secretary
ArtarmonCommunityGardensSec@gmail.
com
Artarmon Progress Assn, Inc
Meets 1st Wed. Monthly (ex Jan)
Artarmon Community Hall
139 Artarmon Road, Artarmon
7.40 pm All welcome.
Bilingual (English & Mandarin)
Playgroup
St Basil’s Church Hall
6 Broughton Road
Sessions: Thursday 10.00am–12 noon
Bush Care (3 Groups)
Artarmon Reserve
1st & 3rd Wednesday
2nd Thursday monthly
3rd Sunday monthly
9am–12 noon
Contact Council: 9777 7875
Cleland Tennis Club
Barton Road, Artarmon
Enquiries: 9419 8844
Good Beginnings Chinese Playgroup
Artarmon Kids Cottage Community Centre
18 Broughton Road, Artarmon
Sessions: Thursday, 10am–12noon
Parkrun Willoughby
Every Saturday 7.00am
Artarmon Reserve Burra Road
Rotary Club of Northbridge
Weekly Rotary meetings (Tuesday nights)
For more information:
publicrelations@northbridgerotary.com.au
If you have a not-for-profit
organisation, ie; bridge club,
walking group, etc which could be
mentioned on this list please contact:
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au

At the start of the Covid-19 pandemic,
many people in Artarmon made an
extra effort to contact their neighbours
to see if they needed help with
shopping or anything else.
Now we are coming up to Christmas,
this may be a good time to contact
those neighbours again. More people
are likely to be on their own, or feeling
isolated, this festive season because
families and friends may not be able
to travel to get together as they usually
would.
Maybe you could have a chat across
the fence or, when you see them
outside, ask about their plans.
An invitation to a neighbourhood
drinks party, or even just a festive

card or slice of cake, might be much
appreciated.
By setting up this sort of contact,
you can make your neighbourhood
safer. Neighbours who know one
another, even just a little, are more
likely to keep an eye out for, and report,
suspicious behaviour. They might
also look after any packages you have
delivered while you are out, which can
be especially helpful with the number
of parcels that are stolen from outside
front doors at this time of year.
For tips and ideas about crime
and safety join the Willoughby
Neighbourhood Watch group on
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
WilloughbyNeighbourhoodWatch/

Wombat crossing for Hampden Road
As part of the Chatswood to St
Leonards bicycle route, Council
has notified nearby residents of a
new ‘wombat’ crossing outside 26
Hampden Road. Council also advised
of the removal of the pedestrian refuge
on the crest of the hill outside 17
Hampden Road, near Cleland Park.
The Artarmon Progress Association
(APA) is concerned that many
residents in the area, particularly from
Hampden Road South, Cleland Road
and Parkes Road, will be unaware of
the proposal to remove the existing

by Michael Dawes

refuge and that the new crossing will
not be at a point where they would
wish to cross. As a result, there is
a risk that pedestrians will cross
elsewhere.
At APA’s request, Council is
evaluating an alternative location for
the crossing and has agreed to engage
all residents in the affected area. It
has also advised that if residents/
businesses and the APA ask Council
to investigate any road safety issues, it
will do so and consult communities if
improvements are warranted.

14		
Artarmon GAZETTE Edition 91 – December 2020

Sydney Metro Update
Artarmon to Chatswood
The John Holland CPB Ghella joint
venture has completed the tunnels and
dive structure at the Mowbray Road
site. The most visible component is the
‘flyover’ of the Metro tunnel portal by
the North Shore Line’s western track.
JHCPBG advises that Systems
Connect, known as Linewide (an
unincorporated joint venture between
CPB Contractors and UGL Limited),
will now take over the dive site.
Linewide is installing the metro rail
track, power systems, communications,
signalling systems and infrastructure
to turn the rail corridor and excavated
tunnels into a working railway between
Chatswood and Sydenham. It is now
standard industry practice for a civil
engineering contractor to provide a
‘hole’ that is filled by a rail systems
contractor.
Visible Systems Connect works are a
retaining wall in the cutting at Mowbray
Road, and piling near the Chatswood
Bowling Club. The latter is necessary to
complete the ‘dive’ between the tunnels
and the current end of the Metro line.
New rail track has been delivered to
site. We should see the final diversion of
the North Shore Line over the summer.
Systems Connect has started
construction on the Artarmon electrical
substation in Reserve Road.
The saga of the Sydney Metro Brand
Street stormwater pipe continues. The
stormwater works on each side of the
street were completed long ago. In

by Peter Egan

North Shore Line northbound corridor ‘flying’ over Metro tunnel end.

the way of the Metro pipe path across
Brand Street are water and gas pipes
and possibly road drainage pipes.
Sydney Water opened a large hole in
the road early in the year and covered
it with steel plates. Mid-year rains
destabilised the hole and it was filled
in. Rain in October destabilised the
watermain scour valve, causing it to
fracture and leak heavily. Sydney Water
contractors began repair and relocation
works in November.
Chatswood to Sydenham
As tunnelling is now finished and
JHCPBG has nearly completed its work,
attention shifts to station construction.

At Crows Nest, JHCPBG has handed
over to Systems Connect. A draft station
design and precinct plan (SDPP) has
been prepared to guide over-station
development. We are some way from
seeing a building design. Systems
Connect will build the rail systems,
underground platforms and concourse
to a standard Sydney Metro design.
At Victoria Cross, at North Sydney,
JHCPBG continues work on the access
shafts to the station 31 metres below
ground. An SDPP has not been issued.
At the Blues Point temporary
retrieval site, JHCPBG is building a
permanent access shaft from the tunnel
to the surface.

artarmon framing
Custom framing

Mounting
Laminating
Artwork Hanging Systems
Canvas Stretching
Mirrors
Conservation Framing
Art Restoration
Advice and Help with
Presentation & Conservation
of Most Things
Andrew Fortescue
94a Reserve Road, Artarmon
Ph: 9439 9992

9.00–4.30 Mon–Fri • 10.00–2.00 Sat
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