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Artarmon Local Centre Public Domain Masterplan
by Adrian Alexander
Changes are coming to the public
domain areas of the Artarmon Village
in Hampden Road. Since early 2017,
Willoughby City Council has been
consulting with the community on
options for an upgrade of Artarmon
Village streetscape.
During August 2020, the Council
sought community feedback on
a draft Artarmon Public Domain
Concept Masterplan for the Hampden
Road side of the railway line. The
Masterplan builds on existing Council
strategies, including the Willoughby
Local Centres Strategy 2036, and
incorporates suggestions made during
previous community consultations.
There are two main parts to
the proposed upgrade – public
area amenity upgrade and traffic
management changes.
The public amenity upgrade includes
a complete renovation of the Village
Green between Broughton Road and
Jersey Road, including new paving,
seating, landscaping with trees and
new lighting. There will be new
terrace seating, landscaping and new
paving between the northern subway
entrance and the railway lift. The
Council will work with Transport
NSW to secure approval to construct
new public toilet facilities near the
entrance to the lift.
There also will be a shared pedestrian
and bicycle path within this pedestrian
zone as part of the Chatswood to St
Leonards Bicycle Route Improvement
Plan. On the shop side of Hampden
Road between Broughton Road and
Francis Road, it is proposed that the
footpath will be widened to enable
outdoor dining to take place. This will
require the removal of most of the stairs
along this block.

Artarmon Local Centre Public Domain Masterplan / Source: Willoughby City Council

The Council has approved a budget
allocation of $2 million for this project.
Traffic management changes
proposed include relocating the
current pedestrian crossing to the
intersection of Broughton Road and
Hampden Road. The footpath on the
railway side of Hampden Road will
be widened in parts so that there will
only be a single lane of traffic in each
direction. This proposal will mitigate
the present dangerous situation with
the pedestrian refuge outside the 7
Eleven store, where there have been
a number accidents and near misses
when pedestrians have attempted to
cross the road when cars are turning
right into Broughton Road and
through traffic using the left lane to
continue travelling south. As a result
of relocating the pedestrian crossing,
it is proposed that turning right into
Broughton Road from Hampden Road
will be prohibited. This will mean that
traffic flow in Hampden Lane between

Francis Road to Broughton Road will
be reversed as will Hampden Lane
from Broughton Road to Jersey Road.
The Broughton Road/Buller Road
roundabout will be opened to traffic in
all directions. Traffic calming will be
installed at various points in Hampden
Road between McMillan Road and
Brand Street to slow traffic through
the Village.
The Artarmon Public Domain
Masterplan will be used as a guide for
future projects in the Precinct.
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Editorial

I hope you enjoy this 90th Edition of the Artarmon Gazette. It is now 20 years
since the Gartrell Family donated the Artarmon Gazette to the Artarmon Progress
Association Inc. (APA). The June 2000 edition (No.8) was the first under APA
management. Much has happened in Artarmon since the Artarmon Gazette began
in February 1999. You can see all past editions on the APA website. We are now
receiving regular contributions from a broad range of people from the Artarmon
Public School, Artarmon Girl Guides to the new Artarmon Green Space groups
that have activities within the Artarmon Parklands. Our Artarmon History series
continues to enlighten us on where Artarmon has come from since the early days
of European settlement in Australia. This edition is the first with colour images
throughout, rather than just 4 pages.
We did not produce an Artarmon Gazette in June 2020 due to the Covid-19
pandemic, as we were not prepared to put our willing band of volunteer deliverers
at risk. The Artarmon Gazette is produced and delivered by volunteers, including
the advertising sales function. We are fortunate to have great support from our
regular advertisers, without whom, we could not produce the quality publication
you have come to expect.
This edition covers many themes that have an impact on Artarmon residents,
in particular, the Artarmon Local Centre Public Domain Upgrade and the
Chatswood to St Leonards Bicycle Improvement Plan. The proposed relocation of
the pedestrian crossing in Hampden Road to the corner of Broughton Road will
be a great improvement to safety for residents. Changes to Hampden Lane and
Buller Road traffic flows, although an inconvenience for some people, will create
better pedestrian and traffic movements through the village precinct. Hopefully,
we will finally get the much needed public toilet facility within the Village Green
as part of the proposed upgrade of this area.
Peter Wilton, our Immediate Past President and Publisher of the Artarmon
Gazette, has resigned from the APA. I would like to thank Peter for his support
over the past few years in managing content for the Artarmon Gazette. We had
many issues to address during his tenure as President. His wise counsel made it
possible to have better outcomes for the residents of Artarmon. Thank you Peter.
Since September 2016 edition of Artarmon Gazette, I have acted as either
Gazette Coordinator or Editor for 16 editions. It is now time for a renewal of the
Artarmon Gazette team. On page 3, we have called for expression of interest in
the role of Editor. I have greatly appreciated working with all our contributors
over past 4 years. It has been a rewarding experience for me.
I will still be involved in the Artarmon Gazette through the Artarmon History
Project articles. Artarmon has an interesting history, much of which has yet to
be told. Your feedback is always appreciated. I will continue as a member of the
Executive Committee and Treasurer of the APA.
Adrian Alexander, Editor

APA Public Information Meeting
Join us for our first VIRTUAL

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING

Wednesday 16 September 2020, 7.45pm – 9.00pm
Ian Arnott, WCC Development Planning Manager
will provide an update on:
ARTARMON LOCAL CENTRE STRATEGY
INDUSTRIAL LAND STRATEGY
INTEGRATED TRANSPORT STRATEGY

Our Mayor and local Councillors have been invited to attend and
will be given an opportunity to address your questions.
To register for the meeting please email hello@artarmonprogress.org.au
and we will send you the Zoom meeting link which will also be published on
the APA website www.artarmonprogress.org.au
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A Note from the President by Georgina Roussac
The Artarmon
Progress
Association
(APA)
committee
has been busy
identifying and
responding to
local issues
and concerns.
I would like to share a few of them
with you.
We continue to be actively engaged
with Willoughby City Council projects
such as the redevelopment of the
former Artarmon Bowling Club, the
Local Centres Strategy 2036 and
the Wilkes Avenue upgrade. APA
submissions are available on our
website.
Transport, traffic and parking
improvements have been a key focus.
The APA requested improvements
to the Broughton Road and Hampden
Road intersection after both the
u-shaped bars on the pedestrian
refuge were flattened outside the
7 Eleven in April this year. In its

response, Willoughby City Council
advised that it plans to relocate the
mid-block signalised pedestrian
crossing to the Hampden Road and
Broughton Road intersection, introduce
traffic calming devices and a 40km/hr
High Pedestrian Activity Area in the
village to lower vehicle speeds. These
changes are part of the Artarmon
Local Centre Public Domain
Masterplan.
The APA has written to the Premier
asking that the NSW Government
address the inaccessible east side lift
access to Artarmon train station. The
Premier has responded indicating the
matter is currently being considered
by the Minister for Transport and
Infrastructure.
Once Sydney Metro vacate the dive
site on Mowbray Road near Pacific
Highway, many in the community
are keen to see improvements to
the Pacific Highway and Mowbray
Road intersection to address traffic
flow issues and rat-running through
Artarmon. The APA plans to start
engaging with local and state

representative soon to ensure local
sentiments are known.
Thank you to Peter Wilton. In June
2020, Peter Wilton resigned from the
APA due to competing commitments.
Peter dedicated a huge amount of
time and effort to the APA. Of
particular note was his contribution
as President of the APA and Publisher
of the Artarmon Gazette (2016-2019).
Peter also helped navigate many
successful submissions and initiatives
on local and state issues including the
newly constructed Artarmon Public
School hall.
The APA and the Artarmon Village
business community meet regularly
to foster a deeper connection between
residents and businesses in Artarmon.
Plans are underway to jointly run
a community barbeque in October
this year. It is an opportunity for the
community to come together, get to
know each other and enjoy a sausage or
two! Details to be advertised locally.
If you would like to hear more or
be involved in the APA please join us:
membership@artarmonprogress.org.au.

Artarmon Gazette Editor
The Artarmon Progress Association is seeking an Editor for the Artarmon Gazette. The quarterly newsletter is produced and
delivered by volunteers to 5,300 residences and businesses. The Editor works with a small team of volunteers with a diverse
range of skills and knowledge. It is an opportunity to learn more about Artarmon, its history, its people and not-for-profit
organisations. An applicant should have:

•
•
•
•
•
•

A good grasp of English language and grammar
Strong written communication skills
An ability to deliver tasks within required deadlines and pay attention to detail
An ability to work well with others
Effective and friendly communication skills
Some previous publishing or journalist experience is desirable but not essential.

If you are interested in joining our Artarmon Gazette team please contact our President Georgina Roussac pres@
artarmonprogress.org.au or Adrian Alexander editor@artarmonprogress.org.au.

WE WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

The APA is an active community organisation that has been advocating on behalf of residents
and businesses in Artarmon since 1906. Membership is FREE and benefits are numerous:

•
•

Keep up to date on local issues
Shape local outcomes

•
•

Strengthen the community’s voice
Meet new people

To join email your name and address to membership@artarmonprogress.org.au.
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Artarmon Public School and the Virus by Ann-Marie Cahill
A lot has transpired since I
last wrote for this column.
The world has changed, as
has our community. We, as
grown-ups, have a sense of
all that is happening. We are
adjusting and adapting, some
better than others. Most of
us have been doing it with
an understanding of what is
going on around us.
Imagine being a kid right
now. It is a bit scary, even
for some adults. And yet, if you look
at Artarmon Public School, you will
see hundreds of kids showing us the
textbook characteristics of resilience.
After all the upheaval this year, these
kids are taking it in their stride too. For
that, they have my utmost admiration
and respect.
Normally at this time of year,
Artarmon Public School would be
preparing for its Spring Fair. It is one
of the most amazing social events on
our community calendar; a day filled
with fun and life, where the school
shares its treasures with the community
and the community joins the party.
Unfortunately, the Spring Fair is not
going ahead. Like many other special
events for the school, it would not be
safe for the community to hold such
a large social gathering. The greatest
shame of this is the loss to the students.
Probably now more than ever, the
sense of community and celebration is

Photos / Ann-Marie Cahill/APS

something we would all benefit from.
So how does our local school
continue to foster that communal
support? Sure, COVID-19 has made it
more difficult but part of being resilient
is learning to adapt and look at things
differently. Our community spirit has
always been there. We just needed to
take the kids on a ‘bear hunt’ to find it
again. During the initial lockdown in
April, the Artarmon P&C put a callout for everyone to place a teddy-bear
(or another loved toy) in a window.
During the rare outside moments for
our kids, they could walk around the
neighbourhood and see these symbols
of support and courage. Quite a
few toys were also wearing school
hats, reminding the students of the
community they live in.
After lockdown, the students have
continued to build on their school
spirit. While they cannot host a full
social event like the Spring Fair,

the kids have participated in other
activities like Crazy Hair Day on 3
August. For each crazy hairstyle you
saw wandering around Artarmon, it
was a dollar raised for sunshade covers
over the play equipment at school.
Something crazy and fun. Something
they could do together.
Unfortunately, COVID-19 is not yet
finished with our community. It has
been a rollercoaster ride to this point.
No-one really knows what the rest of
the year will bring, nor how we can
prepare for it.
I have faith in our students and
the people supporting them, parents,
teachers, school staff, and the general
Artarmon community. These kids
have learned a lot about resilience and
adapting to new norms. They have the
spirit of the community driving them
and supporting them. Be it teddy-bears
in windows or classmates with crazy
hair, our kids will make it through.

Artarmon Public School
is looking for Volunteer
Ethics Teachers
The Artarmon Public School urgently
needs volunteer Ethics Teachers.
All training, curriculum and
support are provided.

Colourful and creative COVID-safe community events
to celebrate the emergence of spring.
1 SEPTEMBER - 11 OCTOBER

emergefestival.com.au

This is a rewarding volunteer role
that only involves one hour or so
per week but has a big impact
on our students. The role supports
children to develop the skills they need
to voice their opinions, consider the
ideas of others and make evidencebased, reasoned decisions.
If you are interested, please apply at
www.primaryethics.com.au/volunteer
or to find out more contact
chensprina@gmail.com.
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Chatswood to St Leonards Bicycle Route
Improvement Plan by Georgina Roussac
In July 2020, Willoughby
City Council sought
community feedback
on a bicycle route
from Chatswood to St
Leonards via Artarmon’s
shopping village on
Hampden Road. The
3.3km route commences
at Albert Avenue,
Chatswood and utilises
the existing Frank
Channon Walk (along
the rail corridor),
Hampden Road, Herbert
Street and ends at Pacific
Highway, St Leonards.
The bicycle route design
proposes a combination of separated
on-road bicycle lanes and off-road
shared paths.
The section of Hampden Road
between Brand Street and Jersey Road
was excised from the proposed route
given the high pedestrian, bicycle,
and vehicle activity and the need to
consider other landscape and design
issues. Community consultation
on this section is incorporated in
the Artarmon Local Centre Public
Domain Masterplan. Other bicycle
routes via the rail corridor and
adjoining the Pacific Highway will
be consulted on separately.
The Artarmon Progress Association
received feedback from its members
and the community on the Hampden
Road to Herbert Street route. The
information was included in the
APA submission to Willoughby
City Council. On the whole
people expressed strong support
for investment in local cycling
infrastructure. Flow-on benefits to

1.6 m 0.6 1.2m
Sidewalk

1.2m 0.4 2.1 m
Parking Lane

2.9 m
No turn Lane

2.9 m
No turn Lane

2.1 m
0.6 0.6 1.8 m
Parking Lane
Sidewalk

Image / Willoughby City Council

people’s health and lifestyle, easing
congestion, reducing carbon emissions,
and facilitating an inexpensive mode
of transport were deemed important.
Many cyclists and pedestrians
strongly supported the connection to
Frank Channon Walk. Others also
supported replacing the roundabout at
Brand Street and Hampden Road with
a signalised intersection and bicycle/
pedestrian crossings so cyclists and
pedestrians could safely access both
sides of Hampden Road. Equally,
many perceive roundabouts to be more
efficient than traffic lights, particularly
at this intersection given the high
volumes of peak-hour traffic and the
short distance between Hampden Road
pedestrian lights and the lights at the
Mowbray Road T-intersection.
Parking and safety were significant
concerns. The proposed route will
result in the removal of an estimated
23 on-street parking spaces along
the length of the route. Parking
for industrial area employees and

Hampden Road shoppers is currently
in short supply. Many residents and
businesses in the community are
concerned existing parking shortages
will be exacerbated by this proposal.
Safety concerns raised included
the potential dangers to cyclists and
pedestrians from passengers exiting
parked cars onto bike paths, and the
potential narrowing of roads and/or
footpaths to accommodate on-street
parking and two-way bicycle lanes.
Smooth connections and
improvements to existing adjoining
cycle routes were requested such as the
southern rail underpass and ramp that
joins Hampden Road to Burra Road.
For cycling to become a truly
effective alternative mode of transport,
a cohesive and safe bicycle network
across the Sydney Metropolitan area is
needed. Collaborative effort between
neighbouring councils is required
to correct the existing patchwork of
bicycle infrastructure.

Did you know?
•
•
•

The Prince of Wales Picture Theatre was opened at 38 Hampden Road in 1928. It was also known as the Sun Theatre and
the Savoy Theatre. The theatre closed in 1951 when Grace Bros Removalists started using it as a furniture storage facility.
Apartments replaced the building in 1980.
The Artarmon Drill Hall at 3 Broughton Road was built in 1910. It became the Artarmon School of Arts in 1918.
St Basil’s Anglican Church purchased the property in 1926 for use as its Parish Hall. It was sold in 1980 for an
apartment development.
The Artarmon Presbyterian Church in Artarmon Road began services in 1926. Services ceased in 2000. The
Willoughby City Council purchased the property in 2009 and in 2012 it became the Artarmon Branch Library and
Artarmon Community Hall.
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The new “Artarmon Green Space” banner recognises that the
“Sustainability Street” column has morphed and broadened.
Our community garden at the old Artarmon Bowling Club and
the superb natural bushland in Artarmon Reserve, all part of
the Artarmon Parklands, are now a focus as well as traditional
sustainability themes of energy, water and waste.

Nurturing our natural spaces during COVID19
It is hard to imagine a more suitable
pastime than bush care in dealing
with this COVID19 world. The very
opposite to indoor gatherings in pubs
or clubs, social distancing in the
Artarmon Reserve is never a problem
as we catch up with friends and
improve our bushland in a safe and
most rewarding way.
Even during the most severe
restrictions, trained volunteers worked
independently in different parts of
the reserve. When small gatherings
were allowed, groups returned and
made sure we were spaced a couple
of metres apart. Close enough to chat
and work together in the same area,
but presenting no danger to each other,
especially as we are mainly retirees
and amongst the more vulnerable if
exposed to the virus. Safety measures

by Phil Sholl

involved bringing our own tools and
gloves and morning tea, which we
enjoyed maintaining our distance
rather than in a small circle as is
usually the case.
The weather gods obviously
approved, with regular rains making for
ideal conditions – soft soil for taking
out weeds and planting new natives in
their place. Young plants, which we
had hand-watered during the dry late
summer and early autumn, are thriving.
With la nina conditions predicted, more
rain should be on its way.
The Artarmon Reserve Wednesday
group has been concentrating on
following up regrowth of the persistent
ehrharta, trad, alstroemeria and
balloon vine in the eastern part of our
area behind Burra Road. While the
Sunday group is doing some primary

Bushcare Artarmon Reserve / Green Space Group

Vegetable garden / Artarmon Community Gardens Group

Sustainability takes many forms
For Artarmon Parklands Community
Gardens, it has literally been a
community ‘sustainable’ effort,
managing through water restrictions
when the garden was being established
and keeping interest, enthusiasm and
gardening going during Covid-19
restrictions.
Many locals and their children
formed part of the watering can
brigade. Later, when social distancing

clearing to the west, towards the clump
of bamboo which provides a natural
barrier to the current work area. Here
we are clearing undergrowth thick
with morning glory, balloon vine,
fishbone fern and madeira vine, firstly
removing the foliage before digging
down and taking out the roots. By
sifting through the soil, we have been
able to uncover dozens of madeira
vine tubers, hidden like land mines
ready to send out shoots to choke their
unsuspecting neighbours.
Ironically, madeira vine in some
cultures has medicinal or culinary
uses. Perhaps we have a potential
budding export industry in the making
here. Regardless, Artarmon Reserve
and its carers are in good health despite
the pandemic and we aim to keep it
that way.

by Glenda Hewitt

became necessary, gardening and
conversations in the garden continued –
from a distance.
Gardeners come and go throughout
the week keeping weeds under control
and watering when necessary. Small
groups gather on Tuesdays, Fridays and
Sundays to garden together (from an
acceptable distance). New members are
always welcome.
The gardens have been transformed

in recent months with winter crops and
green manure crops taking the place
of the summer plantings. Tree day in
August was celebrated with a selection
of trees, including fruit and trees with
culinary uses, planted around the
garden and the popular grassed area.
Garden news is shared via
TeamApp (search on Artarmon) or via
ArtarmonCommunityGardensSec@
gmail.com.
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Artarmon’s Mayors of Willoughby Past – Part 1
by Adrian Alexander

Richard Hayes Harnett Senior (1819-1902)
The Borough of North Willoughby was
incorporated in 1865 which included
the current Lane Cove Council local
government area until 1895. The
population of the area at the time
was about 400 people which grew to
about 5,100 by 1900. Artarmon/Gore
Hill west of the railway line until
1894 was either farms or brickmaking
enterprises. East Artarmon remained
farming land only.
This is the first in a series of articles
on Mayors of Willoughby who have
lived in Artarmon.
Richard Hayes Harnett Senior was
elected as an alderman to the Borough
of North Willoughby in February 1870,
serving as Mayor from February 1870
to February 1871, but was disqualified
from office in July 1871 for nonattendance at three consecutive council
meetings. Harnett said he had not
received the notices of the meetings. He
was elected again in 1872 but resigned
on 31 October 1874.
Harnett was born in Oysterhaven,
County Cork, Ireland in 1819. He
arrived in Sydney in 1840 and by 1845,
he was working for Row and McNab &
Co, General Importers.
By 1847, Harnett had his own broker
business with offices in Hunter Street
Sydney.
Aged 28, he married 19 year old
Margaret Sophia Sheedy in Sydney in
1847. They had 10 children (8 daughters
and 2 sons). Margaret died in January
1868. He married 19 year old Charlotte
Mackenzie in Victoria in October 1869
when he was 50. Richard and Charlotte
had another six children (3 daughters
and 3 sons).
Harnett in 1861, leased 30 acres of
the Artarmon Estate from Charlotte
Ffrench (eldest daughter of William
Gore, the original owner of the
Artarmon Estate). The lease to Harnett
was for a term of 14 years but with an
obligation to build a new dwelling on
the property. The Old House (Artarmon
House) on the property was excluded
from the lease premises and remained
for the use of the Gore family. It is not
clear when the new house was built
but the Harnetts were in residence in

1863. The New House was eventually
named Valetta when it was owned and
extended by George Robert Whiting.
He was well connected socially
through his business and yachting
activities. He was a founding member
of the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron
at Kirribilli and the first Commodore
of The Royal Prince Alfred Yacht Club
which was originally based in Sydney
Harbour but later moved to Pittwater.
His yacht the Australian, which he
designed, was the fastest boat in
Sydney for many years.
Apart from his brokering business,
Harnett was a wheeler and dealer in
real estate. He began his property
trading activities in Wooloomooloo,
selling allotments to his brokering
business clients. In October 1859,
Harnett bought Archibald Mosman’s
108 acres at Mosman, which included
Mosman’s home “The Nest” at the
head of Great Sirius Cove. He was in
financial trouble in 1860 and had to sell
all his assets to satisfy his creditors.
The assets included household furniture
and effects, business debtors, loans to
clients and 28 properties. Harnett was
released from insolvency in December
1861 with only a small amount of
money. Over the next ten years he
rebuilt his assets and his debts.
One of the trustees of his Insolvent
Estate was Alexander Stuart, Esquire.
In December 1871, Harnett borrowed
£600 from Alexander Stuart secured
by a mortgage over his 375 acre land
holdings in Mosman and Lane Cove.
In April 1876, Harnett and Alexander
Stuart entered into a partnership
agreement and a half interest in all the
Harnett properties was transferred to
Stuart and the mortgage of December
1871 discharged.
Alexander Stuart (1824-1886) was
very well connected in Sydney. He had
been the Chief Officer (CEO) of the
Bank of New South Wales and later a
Bank Director and its Chairman. He
also held numerous prominent company
directorships and was very active on the
Church of England Diocese of Sydney
management committees.
Stuart was elected a member of
the NSW Legislative Assembly
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Richard Hayes Harnett Senior /
Picture: Willoughby City Council

(1874-1885) and appointed a member
of the NSW Legislative Council (18851886). He held the positions of Colonial
Treasurer (1876-1877) and Premier and
Colonial Secretary (1883-1885). He was
knighted (KCMG) in 1885.
The Harnett and Stuart families
were responsible for subdividing most
of Mosman, Chatswood, Lane Cove,
Longueville and parts of Artarmon.
The Harnett and Stuart partnership
continued until Sir Alexander Stuart
died in 1886. Harnett bought out
Lady Stuart’s interests in most of the
partnership properties in June 1888 for
£25,600 and consolidate his debts of
£109,425 with The London Chartered
Bank of Australia and a Promissory
Note for £8,000 in favour of Lady
Stuart.
Following the gold rush days from
the 1850s, there was a property boom
in Melbourne and Sydney peaking the
1880s from which Harnett and Stuart
received some benefit. Unfortunately,
the good times soon came to an end
and in 1893 over 50 banks in Australia
either closed their doors permanently
or were restructured. The London
Chartered Bank of Australia went
into liquidation in 1893 and was
restructured as The London Bank of
Australia in 1894. The Harnett loan
and mortgage were assigned to the
new bank.
Harnett died in November 1902. By
1905, Harnett’s Estate was in default
of its mortgage and the bank began to
selling the land it held as security by
‘exercising its power of sale under the
mortgage”. The last sale of the Harnett
landholdings was recorded in 1928.
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Artarmon Village

Handing on the Saraceno baton:
Establishing Zucchero Caffé Bar

Agatha and Valerio Domenici with Mary Saraceno (centre),
Terese and Mick Saraceno / Photo/V Domenici

by John Peacock

The Saraceno family has been part of the Artarmon Village
since 1963, when John (Giovanni) Saraceno opened a fruit
shop at 84 Hampden Road. Mick Saraceno arrived in 1965
and opened a barber shop at 90A Hampden Road. Mick and
John and their wives Terese and Mary purchased 104-106
Hampden Road Artarmon in 1972.
The Saracenos moved into their own building in 1988
after a rebuild. Mick’s eldest daughter, Maria, started Black
& White Hairdressing at the back of the barber shop at 104
Hampden Road. Agatha, another daughter, took over from
Maria and was joined by Janette Jahshan. The business has
offered beauty services for the past 32 years.
The Saraceno family’s Artarmon story continues with
Agatha’s husband Valerio Domenici joining her at 104
Hampden Road. The stars were in alignment in 2018 for
Valerio Domenici. He was in the coffee business at the same
time as his father-in-law Mick Saraceno was edging towards
retirement. Valerio began converting the barber shop into
the stylish Zucchero Caffe and Bar with Agatha’s Black &
White Hairdressing business continuing at the rear.
Valerio started his career as a successful hairdresser at
Wahroonga’s exclusive é Salon. Due to an RSI hand injury,
Valerio needed to exchange hairdressing scissors for coffee,
so founded V Caffe Solutions, providing coffee solutions
... continued on page 9

Agatha, Stephanie & Janette
look forward to catering for all your
Hair and Beauty needs.
With well over 30 years of experience between
them rest assured you are in good hands,
with an offering from hair cuts and styles

In Italy they say all roads lead to Rome!
At Zucchero Caffe Bar we have created a warm and
inviting locale where people can meet and share a
glass of vino and an antipasto or perhaps a ricot ta
cannola and a cappuccino – just like in Rome!

to facials, waxing and more.

Our team look forward to looking after you!

The Zucchero team
look forward to welcoming you
Monday to Friday from 6.00am – 2.00pm
and from 8.00am on Saturdays

104 Hampden Road, Artarmon

104 Hampden Road, Artarmon
Just in behind Zucchero Caffé Bar

Hair Salon 9413 1017

• Beauty Salon 9411 6525
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Artarmon Village

Artarmon
Village Inc Update
by Nick Logan
Firstly, a massive thank you to all
local residents and workers for
literally keeping many small Artarmon
businesses alive during this 2020
pandemic. Thank you for your care
and consideration from the bottom of
our hearts.
Luckily, despite the Covid-19 fog,
the wheels of progress have been
turning at Willoughby City Council
and Artarmon is destined to benefit
significantly in the next twelve
months.

Here is what we do know:
• Wilkes Avenue streetscape upgrade
had been approved and is scheduled
to commence in September this
year. There will be raised gardens,
atmospheric lighting and a new
pedestrian crossing on Elizabeth
Street. New 40 kmph zones will
be considered in streets close to
the station.
• Hampden Road streetscape upgrade
is due to start in March/April 2021.
It will include public toilets, a

Handing on the Saraceno Baton
for the hairdressing industry and
establishing the coffee brand Jackson
& Brown Coffee (jacksonbrowncoffee.
com) which he offers at the
Zucchero Caffe Bar (Instagram
#zuccherocaffebar).
As well as being business minded,
Valerio is a people person, who saw
the Hampden Road location as a
perfect place to bring people together.

section of the Chatswood to
St Leonards bike lane and relocated
pedestrian lights to the corner of
Broughton Road and Hampden
Road.
• The stairs in Hampden Road
between Broughton Road and
Francis Road will be reduced in size
so that the footpath at shop level can
be widened.
Please “like” our Facebook page
@artarmonvillage for local offers and
events.

...continued from page 8

‘I wanted a welcoming place which
would serve coffee in the morning,
lunch and refreshments during the day
and wine and meals in the evening’
says Valerio. ‘Mick, 84, is a regular
visitor to Zucchero’.
Valerio says that the new business,
which opened in August 2019, is
moving in the right direction, given
the current climate. ‘I’m one of the
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fortunate ones’ says Valerio. ‘Our
great location, service and product
offering has been popular with
Artarmon residents’. The Zucchero
team of Valerio, Indiana, Julie, Fanny,
Ben & Carolina look forward to
welcoming you Monday to Friday from
6.00am – 2.00pm and from 8.00am on
Saturdays.
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...
So much has
happened
since my last
correspondence
with you – our
world has
changed in ways
that we could
never have
imagined. I would like to thank you for
your patience and support during this
challenging time.
Willoughby City Council worked
hard to maintain our essential services
during the COVID-19 crisis, including
waste collection and looking after our
vulnerable citizens. While our facilities
were closed, we continued to deliver
many of our popular workshops and
library services online. Even Council
meetings are being held virtually.
Locally, the lights at Artarmon Oval
were illuminated each evening for
after-dark community recreation which
was very well received.
Support for local businesses and
community groups
We announced a $1.66 million business
support plan which includes relief
on rents, fees and penalties. Please
consider shopping locally to support
our business community.
We have continued to progress
many important projects. Following
community consultation, I am pleased
to say that the new Artarmon Parkland
Pavilion project is now under way.
A design excellence review was
undertaken in July and a development
application (DA) is due to be lodged
this month (September). You are
invited to review and comment on
this proposed DA. The construction
documentation will be prepared in
October-November. We will call
for construction tenders for the new
pavilion between December 2020 and
February 2021, with the aim to build
between March and October 2021.
Streetscape news
Wilkes Avenue is set to receive a
$500,000 facelift with upgrades to
landscaping, footpaths and street
furniture and pedestrian crossing on
Elizabeth Street. Works are planned

to commence in the next couple of
months. It is anticipated the project will
be completed in early 2021.
Hampden Road will also undergo
a series of upgrades as part of a new
Artarmon Local Centres Public
Domain Masterplan. This includes new
toilet facilities. Read more about this
exciting project in the special article
elsewhere in this edition.
Thomson Park
The new replacement sports pavilion
at busy Thomson Park is due to open
in late September. One of the busiest
ovals in the area, it is used for club
soccer, cricket and rugby, Artarmon
Public School and the local community.
The new building has been upgraded
for accessibility and includes new
public toilets, change rooms, canteen
and storage space for local clubs.
Water tanks have been installed for all
non- potable water usage. The federal
government contributed $515,000 and
council $500,000.
Emerge Festival under COVID
As we head into spring, our annual
Emerge Festival returns with a
collection of colourful and creative
COVID-safe community events to
celebrate the emergence of spring.
This year’s festival features a
series of smaller events including
art exhibitions, workshops, food and
drink, outdoor activities, digital events
and plenty for the kids. It is your
opportunity to discover the hidden
gems on your doorstep and to support
local businesses and community
groups. Find out more at
www.Emergefestival.com.au.
– gail.giles-gidney@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Council
Response to
the Impacts of
COVID 19
Willoughby City
Council has
endorsed a $1.66
million financial
assistance to local
businesses and community including
rental relief for Council owned
properties, license and fee waivers for

sports organisations, discretionary
enforcement of infringements and
suspended waste collection fees.
Artarmon Oval remained open for
general recreation and exercise; and
floodlights are operating after hours.
Playgrounds are now open for public
use with caution. Sports associations
are encouraged to plan for their return
to community sport.
Willoughby Leisure Centre received
a deep clean to its gym floor and
equipment, administration office, café
area and the spa. A new swim school
program has also been introduced.
Library Services has redirected
some of its budget to increase online
collections as community use of library
resources increased during the crisis.
‘Click and Collect’ has been a great
success and very well utilised by the
community.
Planning Proposal to rezone
7 Westbourne Street and
12 Frederick Street
At the meeting of 27 July 2020,
Council resolved not to support
the planning proposal to rezone 7
Westbourne Street and 12 Frederick
Street, St Leonards with a Floor
Space Ratio up to 4.5:1 and maximum
height limit from 46.5m ( RL122 )
to 63.3m ( RL140 ). These two areas
are located within the Artarmon
industrial area adjoining the Royal
North Shore Hospital Precinct. It is
within the designated Health and
Education Hub which is reserved for
the genuine new medical or educational
facilities. The main reason for the
refusal of the proposed rezoning was
that the proposed use of the site was
not for genuine health and education
purposes. The proposal sought to
create a mixed-use building including
residential, commercial and retail
uses. The Artarmon industrial area is
a significant area of industrial lands in
Sydney which must be maintained and
managed under the Greater Sydney
Commission’s North District Plan and
Willoughby Council’s Strategic Plans.
Please share with me your thoughts
and I welcome feedback on any current
issues.
– christine.tuon@willoughby.nsw.gov.au
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...
Artarmon
Shopping
Precinct
It will not be the
first mention in
this newsletter
of the work that
is planned for
the Artarmon
Shopping precinct. It has been years
of work with community stakeholders
like the APA, council staff and
councillors. It is with a sense of
satisfaction and relief that strategy
is now being presented for feedback.
Improved pedestrian access, wider
footpaths, public toilet facilities,
traffic improvements, cycle access
and storage are some of the exciting
aspects of this new project. Once
completed (mid 2021) Artarmon
Village will have experienced a
significant transformation, while
keeping the aspects of the village that
are so important, such as restricting
building height limits and retaining
the heritage shop fronts.

COVID, Open Spaces and
Development Approvals
Many of us will have been spending
more time at home as COVID
continues to dominant the news. I
have been thankful for the numerous
messages about how you are using and
enjoying our parks and open space.
More than ever, the value of our parks
and open space is obvious.
The continuing need for sensible
development that protects and
enhances these areas is paramount and
I will continue to work with Council
to closely monitor the staggering
number of State government planning
approvals that will see almost
7,000 units being built in ours and
neighbouring suburbs.
All these additional dwellings place
increasing pressure on our already
limited outdoor facilities and I will
continue to lobby the State government
on your behalf for better planning,
especially with regards to open space
in this area.
On the topic of great open spaces,

if you have not checked out the old
Artarmon Bowling site, I strongly
encourage you to get down there.
There is fantastic playground
equipment for kids and a massive
community garden.
It always amazes me how impressive
and creative our volunteers are.
The work that is being done in the
community gardens is outstanding
(and at their own expense). I
understand that new members are
welcome to join on Tuesday and
Sunday mornings if you would like to
work on your green thumb.
How Can We Improve
Finally, if you see something you think
Council could improve on or wish to
give me feedback on something we
are doing well, or just need some help
navigating the bureaucracy, please do
not hesitate to reach out, it is what we
are here for! I look forward to seeing
you around the suburb!
– nic.wright@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

There is more competition for finding tenants lately and vacancy is costly.
Our #1 focus is attracting and securing good tenants swiftly...

“The single most important action of your property manager is
securing a quality tenant for your property. A quality tenant is one
who is reliable and consistent in paying rent, who maintains your
property in outstanding condition and who is diligent in altering your
property manager to any repairs needed or issues with the property.”
Wayne Marriott, Founder and Principal

Website: marriottlane.com.au | Phone: 02 9906 2300 | Office: 61-63 Alexander Street, Crows Nest NSW 2065
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Mounted Police visit Artarmon

by Sue Livingston

In early July 2020, lunchtime shoppers were delighted to
see a ‘heavy’ police presence in the Artarmon Village.
Two police officers and their beautiful horses from the
Mounted Unit of the NSW Police Force were spotted
patrolling north along Hampden Road, making a right at
the roundabout and then heading up Brand Street. Neither
drivers nor horses seemed concerned about the hold-up!
A post on the Facebook page of the Mounted Unit (https://
www.facebook.com/MountedPoliceNSWPF/) went up
later that day giving some insight into the visit:
‘Ras and Navajo visited the children at Artarmon
Public School today. Lots of questions were posed. The
standard ones such as ‘Is that a real gun?!’ and ‘Have you
ever shot anyone?!’ were asked, which is standard fare for
this age demographic. The trickiest question of the day
was ‘How do you know if it’s a boy or a girl horse?!’
Ras and Navajo / Photo https://www.facebook.com/MountedPoliceNSWPF/

Beaches Link and West Harbour Tunnel Update by Peter Egan
The Department of Planning
website advises the Department
for Transport (TfNSW) is now
preparing a submissions’ report for
the Western Harbour Tunnel on its
own Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS).

TfNSW received 1454 submissions.
Due to the preliminary nature of the
EIS, TfNSW has only now begun
geotechnical investigation in the
vicinity of the Warringah Freeway.
The Beaches Link EIS was due to
be released mid-year. The Covid-19

work arrangements had little impact
on the production of these documents.
With the NSW State government
focused on its day to day response to
stop the virus spreading, the timing
of the release of these documents is
uncertain.

Puppies & Kittens Galore in a time of COVID!
Well, one unexpected event to come out of COVID has been the
number of puppies and kittens we have seen through the hospital.
Unfortunately, we have also seen an increase in dog fights,
mostly these have been occurring at the local dog parks with more people
out and about, while for cats we have seen a spike in stressed-out cats,
presenting with urinary tract issues.
If we have not seen the new member of your family, we would love to see them
and help you navigate the challenges of owning a new puppy or kitten.
Our Puppy Preschools classes are back up and running.
Our team of experienced vets can help you, we are open 24/7.
Check out our Facebook page or website for how we are mitigating the risks during
COVID – we are also able to facilitate telemedicine consultations at this time.
Finally, just remember Spring is the start of Tick season
so please make sure your dogs and cats are on a preventative.
– Dr. Peter Chitty & the team at North Shore Veterinary Hospital

Open 24/7 @ 57-63 Herbert Street, Artarmon

Undercover parking and lift access off Punch Street
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Artarmon Girl Guides get ready to Go Live!
by Lisa Baynes
The last few months have seen so
many changes to our society, and
as doctor at a nearby hospital, I
felt the effects of this acutely. The
young women in the Artarmon
Girl Guide community were no
different. With schools closing
and large gatherings being
suspended during lockdown, the
ever-adaptable team of young
women in our Girl Guide unit
were determined to continue
getting together each week. Hence
the age of online Guiding took off.
Meeting weekly in the virtual
space using videoconferencing was
a challenge our team was more than
ready to step up to. I feel so privileged
to be a Guide leader, and as such, I
have never been prouder of each of
our kind, talented and resilient young
women. Each week saw a Guide step
up to the task of preparing a topic that
inspired them, to teach to their peers in
the virtual meeting space. The group
learnt about so many diverse subjects
from each other, including anime and

A virtual Girl Guide Origami Lesson
making paper lotuses, taught by one of our
fabulous young girls / Photo: Lisa Baynes

manga, wildlife conservation and the
zoo and musical instruments. And
as strangely isolated as the world of
lockdown became, this weekly sojourn
into each Guide’s interests was both
exciting and remarkably helped us to
feel closer and more tightly knit than
before.
Whilst the layout and format of
our weekly meetings may have
unexpectedly and completely altered in
a short space of time, the fundamental

principles of the Guiding
traditions remained a central part
of each meeting. The girls were
able to work toward personal goals
and receive recognition by earning
badges. And the ongoing sense of
community and companionship
was unfettered by change. This
helped to provide a lifeline of
normalcy and deepened the
connections between this diverse
group of friends.
It seems the writer Jaeda Dewalt
put it well in saying that ‘When we
learn how to become resilient, we
learn how to embrace the beautifully
broad spectrum of the human
experience.’ This group of young
women have demonstrated resilience
and community and fully embodied
the ideals of Girl Guides in Australia.
If you, or your daughter, would like
to be a part of our group of tenacious
young women, please contact us on
1aartarmonguides@gmail.com or
contact our District Manager Karen
Pearson on 0414 682 879.

6/3 Robert Street, Artarmon, NSW
“Stephen was friendly yet professional, knew the market and what the
buyer’s needs where. He appeared to form a professional relationship
with all the interested parties yet worked hard for the vendor and in
turn both partiesrealised the benefit. Stephen formed a relationship
with us as the vendor for a number of years prior to our sale and
accepted our decisions along the way prior
to the sale, yet still kept in contact without
being too eager. He worked hard and
achieved a good result for us.”
		

– Neil Burge

2 Bed | 1 Bath | 1 Car
Method of Sale - Auction
Days on Market - 24
Contracts Issued - 7
Groups Through - 40
Sold Price - $948,000
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Sydney Metro Update
Artarmon-Chatswood
Locally in Artarmon, the widening of
the rail cutting between Mowbray Road
and Drake Street has been completed
(picture), as has the large stormwater
detention tank near Brand Street.
At the dive site on the Chatswood
side of Mowbray Road, the ‘dive’
has been extended north towards
Gordon Avenue. The walls of this dive
extension will support the concrete
‘beam’ that carries the North Shore
Line western track over the Metro
tracks. A retaining wall is now being
built to cater for a difference in track
levels, and to surround and protect the
slim bridge piers in the unlikely event a
train is derailed. The final move of the
western North Shore track is planned
for this summer. Most of the large
sheds will stay on the dive site until the
project has been completed.
After many months, Sydney Water
has now filled-in its large hole in Brand
Street. The hole was dug to lower a
water pipe in the way of a planned
drainage pipe from the retention tank
on railway land which has yet to be
installed.
Chatswood to Sydenham
While tunnelling between Chatswood
and Sydenham was completed early
this year, and the ‘dives’ are fast
approaching completion, works for
stations with large buildings integrated
on top (Crows Nest, Victoria Cross,

by Peter Egan

Martin Place, Pitt
Street and Waterloo)
will take a few more
years to complete.
Testing will follow
and take many months
as the tunnels and
‘integrated’ stations
must all work reliably
before passengers
can be allowed to use
it. Opening of this
section is planned for
2024.
Metro West
In June 2020,
the government
announced
construction will start
later this year - likely
with demolition of
existing buildings
on the proposed
constructions sites.
These will be
handed over to the
construction contractors when selected.
Geotechnical investigations are still
underway.
Sydney Metro – Western Sydney
Airport Line
The project includes six new metro
stations at St Marys (interchange with
the Western Line), Orchard Hills,
Luddenham, airport terminal, airport

Cutting south of Mowbray Road
complete with anti-graffiti coating
/ Photo: Peter Egan

business park, and the Aerotropolis.
Exact station locations are subject to
ongoing investigations. This will largely
be an aboveground line.
In total, Sydney Metro has built
8 new stations, has another 8 in
construction, and 15 in planning.

artarmon framing
Custom framing

Mounting
Laminating
Artwork Hanging Systems
Canvas Stretching
Mirrors
Conservation Framing
Art Restoration
Advice and Help with
Presentation & Conservation
of Most Things
Andrew Fortescue
94a Reserve Road, Artarmon
Ph: 9439 9992

9.00–4.30 Mon–Fri • 10.00–2.00 Sat
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Willoughby
Neighbourhood
Watch
COVID-19 and Scammers

Scammers are using the spread of
COVID-19 (coronavirus) to take
advantage of people across Australia.
Scamwatch.gov.au reports over
3600 scam reports mentioning the
coronavirus, with over $2.3million in
reported losses since the outbreak of
COVID-19.
Common scam topics include
government impersonation, online
shopping, bank impersonation and, right
now, early access to superannuation
scams.
Scammers often pretend to have a
connection with you and can be very
convincing. It is important to stop and
check, even when you are approached
by what you think is a trusted
organisation.

•

•

•

What’s on in Artarmon
Artarmon Book Club
Contact Artarmon Library
Enquiries: 9419 2849

social media messages or emails,
even if it appears to come from a
trusted source.
Go directly to websites through your
browser. For example, to reach the
MyGov website type ‘my.gov.au’
into your browser. Do not copy and
paste links sent to you.
Never respond to unsolicited
messages and calls that ask for
personal or financial details, even if
they claim to be a from a reputable
organisation or government
authority — just delete or hang up.
Keep the security on your network
and devices up-to-date and have a
good firewall to protect your data.

•
•

contacting you via social media,
email or text message.
setting up websites that look real,
and impersonating government,
businesses or even your friends.
calling you or coming to your door.

Some tips to protect yourself from
scammers:

•

Do not click on hyperlinks in text/

Visit the Scamwatch news
webpage for more on COVID-19 and
other scams. You can also join the
Willoughby Neighbourhood Watch
Group on Facebook for updates.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
WilloughbyNeighbourhoodWatch/.

A different class each day
taught by specialised
teachers and instructors.
(Check timetable on our website).

“Pick-up from school
available”.

CODING &
STEM PROJECTS
VISUAL ARTS

Artarmon Little Library
Village Green,
Hampden Road near entrance to
Artarmon train station
Artarmon Parklands Community Garden
Sunday mornings
Contact Secretary
ArtarmonCommunityGardensSec@gmail.
com

KARATE

LIMITED SPOTS

INFO@KIDSCIRCLE.COM.AU WWW.KIDSCIRCLE.COM.AU
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Bilingual (English & Mandarin)
Playgroup
St Basil’s Church Hall
6 Broughton Road
Sessions: Thursday 10.00am–12 noon
Bush Care (3 Groups)
Artarmon Reserve
1st & 3rd Wednesday
2nd Thursday monthly
3rd Sunday monthly
9am–12 noon
Contact Council: 9777 7875
Cleland Tennis Club
Barton Road, Artarmon
Enquiries: 9419 8844
Good Beginnings Chinese Playgroup
Artarmon Kids Cottage Community Centre
18 Broughton Road, Artarmon
Sessions: Thursday, 10am–12noon
Parkrun Willoughby
Every Saturday 7.00am
Artarmon Reserve Burra Road

SEND US AN ENQUIRY ASAP!

NOW IN ARTARMON

Artarmon Junior Guides
Cleland Park,
Barton Road, Artarmon
Contact Karen Pearson 0414 682 879 or
email artarmonjuniorguides@gmail.com

Artarmon Progress Assn, Inc
Meets 1st Wed. Monthly (ex Jan)
Artarmon Community Hall
139 Artarmon Road, Artarmon
7.40 pm All welcome.

Scammers find you by:

•

Artarmon District Tennis Club
Barton Road, Artarmon
Social tennis Saturday 1pm-10.30pm
Family orientated club
Enquiries: 0417 664 447

Rotary Club of Northbridge
Weekly Rotary meetings (Tuesday nights)
For more information:
publicrelations@northbridgerotary.com.au
If you have a not-for-profit
organisation, ie; bridge club,
walking group, etc which could be
mentioned on this list please contact:
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au
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