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In November 2018, the NSW 
Department of Planning and 
Environment released their assessment 
of the proposed changes to the Channel 
9 site development. The Department 
has recommended the Independent 
Planning Commission (IPC) approve 
the amended scheme.

The Department’s assessment has 
come nearly a year after the Channel 
9 site owners, LEPC9 Pty Ltd, applied 
to modify the approved development 
with a 50% increase in the maximum 
building height, to 12 storeys, and a 
25% increase in apartment numbers,   
to 495 units. 

The community responded in 
strength to the proposed amendments 
and lodged 430 submissions objecting 
to it. In August 2018, LEPC9 Pty Ltd 
amended their application and lowered 
the proposed maximum building height 
to 9 storeys, and reduced the increase  in 
apartments to 460 units.

The proposed Channel 9 site 
development has been drawn out. It 
began in November 2010, when the 
Keneally NSW Government accepted 
Channel 9’s proposal for a 600 
apartment development as being “state 

significant”. This allowed the project 
to bypass local planning controls under 
the much maligned Part 3A planning 
regime. In 2014, after concerted 
community action, a scaled down 400 
unit development was approved. In 2015 
Channel 9 sold the site to its current 
owner, LEPC9. In 2016 LEPC9 applied 
to increase the development to 510 
units, reducing this to 495 units in 2017 
and to 460 units in 2018.

The IPC will determine whether 
the amended Channel 9 development 
is approved. The IPC was formerly 
known as the Planning Assessment 
Commission. It is independent to 
the Department and will review the 
assessment report before making its 
own decision. 

The Department’s recommendation 
is similar to their position in 2014. 
At that time, Channel 9’s then 450 
unit development was recommended 
by the Department. The Planning 
Assessment Commission ignored 
this recommendation and reduced 
the development to 400 units. The 
Commission determined that the 
Channel 9 site was unsuitable for such 
high density housing. Nothing has 

changed to the site in the period since to 
now justify an increase in unit numbers. 
If anything, the site is less suited, with 
the proposed revised road layout likely 
to worsen traffic congestion.

The IPC have planned a public 
meeting in late November 2018 as part 
of their approval process.

The Artarmon Progress Association 
are helping organise a response to 
the IPC. The APA objects to the 
amendments because of the detrimental 
community impact caused by the extra 
apartments, changed internal street 
layout and inferior public space.

Channel 9 Site Recommended Increase by Peter Wilton
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GAZETTE Editorial

STOP PRESS!! Channel 9 Redevelopment 
A community meeting was held on 22 November 2018 in the Artarmon 
Community Hall to discuss strategies for presenting to the Independent Planning 
Commission on 27 November 2018. Most residents were concerned with the 
increased traffic impacts from the site should the additional 60 units sought by 
the developer be allowed to be built. It was agreed that the area is already over 
reliant on the use of cars and as a result households have no choice but to use cars 
to access supermarkets, medical services, etc. Most households own, on average, 
more than one vehicle. Public transport is also a problem with bus numbers along 
Willoughby Road already restricted due to CBD congestion. With the Artarmon 
railway station 1.5 km away, it is unlikely that many Channel 9 site residents will 
avail themselves to this transport option.

Artarmon GAZETTE Edition 84 – December 2018

There is a buzz of activity across Artarmon, with summer sports action 
commencing in our parks, the construction works along the train line and 
Mowbray Road, to the many activities in the shopping village. This edition is full 
of insights into our vibrant community and provides important information on 
local community issues.

As we go to print, the Independent Planning Commission (IPC) public meeting 
will have been held on 27 November. The community now awaits the decision of 
the IPC but is hoping for reduced density to that required by the owner.

A decade of Artarmon Public School journalistic professionalism is on show 
with Jane Rowley’s fantastic final article. A must read that is full of insights into 
the history behind the new school facilities.

The draft plan for the St Leonards and Crows Nest Precinct has been released.  
This future project planned for our area may improve connecting some of the 
options for commuting to and from the city. A local Community Garden is 
planned for the former Artarmon Bowling Club site. The garden is supported by 
Willoughby City Council and by many of our enthusiastic residents. For more 
information or to get involved please contact Jan Felton from from the Council’s 
Community Garden team.

The Beaches Link Tunnel Project team held an information session in mid 
October. Many local residents attended at the Artarmon Community Hall where 
details of the project where explained. The three main concerns of residents are 
traffic, exhaust pollution and the location of the construction site works area.  

The Sydney Metro dive site is progressing with the Tunnel Boring machines 
moving onto site. Traffic lights are expected at the Hampden Road and Mowbray 
Road intersection.

The Artarmon Gazette team wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.

mailto:editor@artarmonprogress.org.au
http://www.artarmonprogress.org.au
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Artarmon is 
currently in 
the midst of 
many large 
scale projects 
that will shape 
our area for 
many years. 
The projects 
include the 
Sydney Metro, 

Western Harbour and Beaches Link 
tunnels, the Channel 9 site and the     
St Leonards Crows Nest Precinct. Each 
of these projects brings new amenities 
and benefits to Artarmon but also the 
potential to cause adverse ongoing 
issues.

By understanding these projects the 
community is best placed to identify 
potential issues and able to influence 
measures that mitigate them. The 
Artarmon Progress Association aims 
to facilitate this process through the 
Artarmon Gazette and its public 
meetings. 

The Western Harbour and Beaches 

Link project was the topic of the APA’s 
October 2018 meeting. The speakers 
included Doug Parris, the project 
director and the project’s ventilation 
specialists. Together they provided a 
summary of the project and answered 
many of the questions raised.

These tunnels will provide Artarmon 
with the benefits of a faster more 
efficient road network, but will 
impact Artarmon. Of most concern 
to the APA is the likely increase in 
traffic travelling through Artarmon, 
particularly Reserve Road, to access 
the new tunnel entrances.

The St Leonards and Crows Nest 
Precinct Plan and the Channel 9 
residential development are examples 
of two very different approaches 
to planning. The Precinct Plan is 
a long term plan for an entire area 
that provides the infrastructure 
improvements that are needed for     
the increased residential density. It is   
a stark contrast to the ad-hoc 
planning of the Channel 9 site which 
is a remnant of the previous “state 

significant” spot planning process.
This edition is the last Artarmon 

Gazette in which Jane Rowley will 
be reporting on Artarmon Public 
School. Jane contributed her first 
Gazette article in 2008 when her 
daughter started at the school. Jane’s 
personal connection with the school 
is coming to an end with her youngest 
children completing Year 6. Jane’s 
reports have informed us all on the 
significant developments at the school 
which remains one of Sydney’s finest. 
Thank you Jane for your support and 
contributions over the past decade.

The APA is only as strong as its 
membership base. Membership is 
free and is open to all Artarmon 
residents. To join simply email your 
name and address to membership@
artarmonprogress.org.au. We look 
forward to hearing from you.

On behalf of the APA Committee 
I wish you all the peace and joy that 
Christmas offers.

A Note from the President by Peter Wilton

Artarmon Public School’s Annual 
Spring Fair in September was a great 
success. The day brought parents, kids, 
teachers and the wider community 
together for a fun day featuring live 
entertainment from the children, face 
painting, games and activities and 
fabulous food, including Indian and 
Chinese stalls.  

Organisers of the event Rebecca 
Ranasinghe and Bec Coleman were 
delighted with how the day was 
supported. “It was a great way to 
showcase our school to the local 
community. The kids had a lot of fun 
and we raised some valuable funds.” 

More than $25,000 was raised for 
the new school hall lighting, sound 

/ AV equipment and other things.
Valued sponsors of the event included 
Artarmon Village (led by Nick Logan) 
and Chooks. The Artarmon P&C 
thanks all supporters, sponsors, local 
business community and families for 
their participation in a great event.

The Spring Fair will be held again in 
2019 with more details next year.

Spring Fair a Great Community Success by Daniel Mcdougall

MEMbERSHIP IS OPEN
The APA is only as strong as its membership base. Membership is free 

and is open to all residents and businesses in Artarmon. We welcome you to join us. 
To join, simply email your name and address to membership@artarmonprogress.org.au 

We look forward to hearing from you.
APA sends emails on material matters impacting on Artarmon residents and businesses, 

such as the Sydney Metro power lines to be laid down Hampden Road.
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It was with trepidation that I listened 
to principal Louise Green extol the 
virtues of Artarmon Public School 
(APS) prior to my daughter starting 
in 2009. The hall at the time was 
rundown with paint flaking from the 
ceiling. The playground outside was 
bitumen dotted with a collection of 
demountables chronicling several eras 
of Education Department stop gap 
measures. My husband reached across 
squeezing my hand, “It’ll be fine”, he 
reassured. “It’s about the quality and 
commitment of the teachers of which 
we’ve heard great things”. 

So on my daughters first day of 
kindergarten, uniform bearing the 
motto ‘learn to live’, shouldering an 
enormous school bag, she waved gaily 
and joined the stream of children 
headed for a new adventure. We were 
primary school parents now. From 
the outset it was clear the school was 
able to provide a quality educational 
environment because of the support 
of parents, carers and the wider 
community. 

My contribution has been to write 
this column for the Artarmon Gazette, 
beginning in 2010 with the school’s 
centenary celebrations. At that time, 
there were 800 enrolled students  
with a diverse cultural heritage 
acknowledged by then Liberal MP for 
Willoughby, Gladys Berejiklian, who 
said, “I think the cultural diversity 
adds to the school. It’s a great example 
and microcosm of our broader 
community.” Over 70 percent of APS 
students spoke a language other than 
English at home – a feature of the 
school which remains unchanged.    
We relished the opportunity our 
children had to grow their world view 
and form friendships in a community 
with many different perspectives and 
ranges of beliefs. 

In that same year, work began on 
the construction of a new school 
library and classroom block funded 
via the incumbent Labor government. 
However, within a year it was clear the 
new facilities would not be enough for 
the booming APS student population. 

Thus began a six year campaign 
to redevelop the school. A campaign 
which suffered a serious setback in 
December 2016 when the state Liberal 
government reneged on their funding 
commitment. However, persistence, 
an indefatigable principal in Louise 
Green, supported by the Parents and 
Citizens Committee (P&C), staff, 
parents and the Artarmon community 
meant that APS finally won the day 
with works proceeding. 

Stage Two of the redevelopment will 
be completed this summer. Parents 
attending the 2019 orientation day 
will sit in a generously sized new 
school hall designed to accommodate 
a school population that will total 1200 
students. Their children will run in 
a reclaimed playground space, learn 
in new classrooms and enjoy a fully 
equipped library; all with not a hint 
of peeling paint. The education these 
new students will receive will be of the 
highest quality. 

Throughout the decade, APS has 
constantly focused on academic rigour 
and achievement. In the National 
Assessment Program – Literacy and 
Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests, APS 
results have consistently been above 
the regional and state averages. 

That achievement continues today 
with over 78 percent of children in 
Year 5 in 2018 appearing in the top 
two bands for reading compared with 
just under 25 percent of the state, while 
in numeracy, over 83 percent appear in 
the top two bands compared with just 
under 30 percent of the State. 

Almost every Artarmon Gazette 
column has featured the outstanding 
achievements of students in academic, 
artistic, musical and sporting fields. 
It has also recorded the comings and 
goings of much loved and valued 
staff members, profiled important 
events and the work of exceptional 
contributors and volunteers. 

Through it all, principal Louise 
Green, has been a constant. She 
has determinedly led the school; 
encouraging, cajoling and sometimes 
outright defending the right of our 
children to access the very highest 
standard of education. 

In 2019, she will continue to captain 
the ship but almost a decade after our 
trepidatious start, our sons will finish 
year six this December. Our family 
will leave primary school and APS 
behind. 

Time to cede to a new generation, 
time to say farewell, time to sign off.

A Decade of School News 
by Jane Rowley

The Rowley’s / Photo Jane Rowley
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Artarmon Street Names – Part 9 – Cameron Avenue
by Adrian Alexander

The advertisement for the McKinley 
Estate (Cameron Avenue) auction 
on 21 October 1905 advised: avenue 
formed and planted with shade trees 
on both sides. In another, it stated the 
McKinley Estate Artarmon which is to 
be offered by auction on the ground 
Saturday Oct, 21, 1905… The Estate 
speaks for itself. It is only 100 yards 
from the railway station. 13 Minutes  
by train to Milson’s Point. Season 
Tickets, including Ferry, 4¼d per day. 
No more good building land on this 
line so close to a station.

Discovering how Cameron Avenue 
was named has been a long, arduous 
and rewarding task. In 1904, John 
Booth purchased and developed the 
five acres (2 hectares) that incorporates 
Cameron Avenue. The developer has 
the right to name the street. So, where 
did the name Cameron come from?

There was a gentleman, John 
Booth, who lived in Hercules Street 
Chatswood from early 1900’s to 1910. 
Was he the developer? There was a 
John Booth who owned and managed 

properties in western and 
southern NSW in the 1880’s 
and 1890’s. Was he the 
developer? There was a 
John Booth who married 
a Catherine Cameron in 
Colac Victoria in 1891. 
Could he be the developer? 
There was a John Booth and 
Catherine Cameron parents 
of Andrew Cameron Booth 
born in 1893 at Goulburn 
and Norman Douglas 
Cameron born in 1895 at 
Cootamundra. Was this 
John Booth the developer? 
Finally, a breakthrough 
discovery was made. An 
article on the New Zealand 
Mounted Rifles website 
had a memoir on Norman 
Douglas Booth written by 
his son Graeme Booth. 
The article mentioned that 
his grandmother Catherine 
Booth had insisted the 
family move to Sydney so 
her sons could attend city 

schools. They settled in Chatswood. 
Contact was made with Graeme 
Booth and within days much sharing 
of information started. We have since 
been visited by John and Catherine 
Booth’s great grandson, Neil Booth.

John and Catherine Booth were 

graziers at heart. They bought 
rundown sheep and cattle grazing 
properties, restored them to health and 
sold them at a profit, then repeated the 
process. When they moved to Hercules 
Street Chatswood in the early 1900’s, 
John saw opportunities to participate 
in the residential subdivisions within 
the Municipality of Willoughby. His 
first purchase in June 1904 was the 
35 lot, 7 acre (2.8 hectare), Oakfield 
Estate on Mowbray Road, Chatswood 
between Stanley Street and Holland 
Street through to Johnson Street. The 
second purchase in October 1904 
was the 25 lot, 5 acre (2 hectares), 
McKinley Estate (Cameron Avenue) 
and lastly in December 1907, the 167 
lot, 36 acre (14.6 hectares), Hills of 
Ophir Estate along the western side of 
Edwards Street, Willoughby, opposite 
Channel 9. The first two subdivisions 
were sold out by the end of 1908. 
Booth sold the last 97 lots in Hills of 
Ophir Estate to Henry F Halloran in 
December 1910.  The Booth family 
then moved to New Zealand where 
they believed regular rainfall farming 
was a better prospect than in NSW, 
which was then in severe drought.

So John Booth named Cameron 
Avenue in honour of his wife 
Catherine. The origin of the McKinley 
Estate name is yet to be established but 
is likely to have been associated with 

the Cameron family.
Booth had purchased the 

five acres (2 hectares) from 
the estate of Spero Stempoyan 
in 1904. Spero had illegally 
purchased the land in 1866,  
as he was not a British 
subject. He was naturalised in 
1870 and was the sixth Greek 
to be naturalised in NSW.

John Booth also dabbled 
in gold mining investments, 
hence the names of the streets 
in the Hills of Ophir Estate of 
Kalgoorlie, Coolgardie, Cobar, 
Wyalong and Lucknow. Ophir, 
near Orange NSW, was also a 
gold mining town.
John and Catherine Booth 
/ Photo The Booth Family
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St Leonards and Crows Nest Precinct – Draft Plan
by Peter Wilton

The NSW Department of Planning  
and Environment has released the  
draft plan for the St Leonards and 
Crows Nest Precinct, an area that 
includes the Artarmon industrial area.

The Precinct was identified as a 
strategic centre in the Greater Sydney 
Commission 2016 draft North District 
Plan. Up until this time, there was  
very little coordinated planning across 
the Precinct which straddles Lane 
Cove, North Sydney and Willoughby 
council areas.

A new Sydney Metro station will 
open at Crows Nest in 2024. The 
Commission identified this as an 
opportunity to rejuvenate the St 
Leonards and Crows Nest area. The 
draft plan’s aim is that the St Leonards 
and Crows Nest area will be a major 
centre for workers, residents, students 
and visitors, offering a variety of 
homes, jobs and activities. 

The plan identifies the growth of 
health and technology activities in 
the Precinct with the aim of creating 
around 16,500 new jobs over the 
next 20 years. These will come from 
high density mixed-use residential 
and office development between St 
Leonards and Crows Nest stations, 
together with health and education 
developments clustered around the 
Royal North Shore Hospital. 

The protection of the Artarmon 

industrial area as an employment 
zone is a stated objective. This will 
be achieved through the continuation 
of the existing zoning and planning 
controls. Willoughby City Council 
will retain its ability to allow health, 
education and related uses in the area 
on a site by site basis.

The plan proposes a rezoning to 
high rise density near St Leonards 
and Crows Nest stations, consistent 
with the zoning already implemented 
by Lane Cove and North Sydney 
councils. Areas adjacent to this will 
be rezoned medium density. The 
village character of Willoughby Road 
Crows Nest will be retained and the 
heritage conservation areas protected 
in Naremburn and the Crows Nest 
Holtermann Estate.

The draft plan identifies the 

infrastructure needed to support the 
higher number of homes and residents 
in the area. The infrastructure is 
estimated to cost $110 million which 
includes expanded parks, pedestrian 
and cycling routes, roads and 
education facilities. Developers will 
pay a levy on each new residence as a 
contribution to the cost of delivering 
this infrastructure. 

The St Leonards and Crows 
Nest Precinct redevelopment is a 
major initiative in our area. The 
comprehensive draft plan provides 
a welcomed level of co-ordinated 
planning which overcomes many 
of  the inadequacies of the existing 
planning regime that is currently 
administered independently by three 
councils with little consultation 
between them.

artarmon framing
Custom framing

Mounting
Laminating

Artwork Hanging Systems
Canvas Stretching

Mirrors
Conservation Framing

Art Restoration
Advice and Help with 

Presentation & Conservation
of Most Things

Andrew Fortescue
94a Reserve Road, Artarmon

Ph: 9439 9992
9.00–4.30 Mon–Fri • 10.00–2.00 Sat

Artist’s impression looking across Clarke Lane / Image NSW Government Sydney Metro
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A huge welcome to our new members;
•  Chooks – Simon, an Artarmon 

local, serves up fresh, juicy 
chickens, burgers, salad and 
homemade specials. All prepared 
fresh daily at 108 Hampden Road.

•  Subway Artarmon – Renee has 
fully refitted the premises at 88 
Hampden Road and it is back up  
and running at full strength.
Please support these businesses who 

have committed to improving our 
community through AVI.

After resembling a boxer’s smile for 
some years, it is a great relief to have 
all the shops in Hampden Road open 
and trading. The flowers in the planter 
boxes are thriving and there is a spring 
in the step of the residents and the 
local workforce. The garden alongside 
the station has had a trim and looks 
spectacular with our Village Green 
jacarandas in the background.

AVI has been happy to partner with 
the Artarmon Progress Association 
in lobbying for the rejuvenation 
of Artarmon Shopping Village by 

Willoughby City Council. A joint 
meeting to discuss future opportunities 
for community input and planning is 
scheduled at the time of print.

The Artarmon shops deserve a 
makeover and it is important that 
residents, property owners, business 
owners and their staff combine to get 
the best upgrade possible.

Please “like” the Artarmon Village 
Facebook page for updates.

Artarmon Village Inc. Report  
by Nick Logan, President 

Willoughby Neighbourhood Watch 
covers the whole Willoughby City 
Council area and is run online through 
a Facebook Group and website. The 
group now has 425 members, who 
receive quick updates on recent crimes 
and scams, requests from the police 
and various tips to stay safe. Whilst 
Willoughby is a safe neighbourhood, 
retail theft is higher here than the 
NSW average and property break and 
enters have a few hotspots around the 
area. 

With the festive season approaching 
here are some tips to protect your 
online purchases:

1. Try to be at home when the parcel 
arrives – you can often track the 
progress of your delivery online. 

2. Ask a neighbour - either have 
your parcel delivered to them or 
ask them to keep an eye on your 
doorstep.

3. Specify where the parcel is to be 
left when you place your online 
order. Choose somewhere out of 
sight.

4. Have parcels delivered to your 
workplace - check with your 
manager that this is okay. 

5. Consider using a free Australia 
Post parcel locker, located at major 

supermarkets and petrol stations, 
with 24/7 access to your parcels. 
Or use the vendor’s click and 
collect option if available.

6. Consider installing CCTV. If it is 
motion-activated and wireless, you 
can see your parcel being delivered 
and ask someone to collect it for 
you immediately. If it is just a 
camera, you can at least let the 
police have a picture of the thief.

Finally, remember to lock your doors 
and windows if you are going away (or 
even out for a short time) and look out 
for your neighbours. 
www.willoughbyneighbourhoodwatch.com

Willoughby Neighbourhood Watch 
Watching out for your presents at Christmas

Cold sores are small, blistering sores 
that occur in or around the mouth. 
They are caused by the herpes simplex 
virus. Once you have a herpes simplex 
virus it stays in your body for life. 
After the initial cold sore the virus 
usually lies dormant in nerve cells. 
From time to time the virus can 
re-activate and cause a cold sore. 

Some triggers that can re-activate 
the virus to cause a cold sore are 
sunlight, windburn, damage to the lip 
or skin area, stress, tiredness, hormone 
changes (e.g. menstruation) and illness 
(e.g. a cold).

There are usually four main stages 
of a cold sore: 
•  Tingle – a tingling, burning or 

itching feeling around the lips or 

nose, starting a few hours to 48 
hours before the cold sore appears. 

•  Blisters – a red, painful lump 
appears which turns into small, 
painful, fluid-filled blisters. The 
blisters may last a few days. 

• Weeping – the blisters burst and fluid 
weeps out. The virus can easily be 
spread to other people at this stage. 

•  Scab – the cold sore dries up and 
forms a scab, which can be itchy and 
painful.
Cold sores spread easily. A person 

can catch the herpes virus if their 
skin touches a cold sore, fluid from a 
cold sore, or saliva from a person who 
has the virus. A person with a cold 
sore may transfer the virus to another 
person or to another part of their own 

body (e.g. eyes or genitals). 
Clinically, famciclovir tablets 

are the most effective treatment 
available if taken at the first sign of 
a cold sore. Antiviral creams applied 
topically at the onset of the infection 
work well and there are various 
other products with pain killers and 
antiseptics for comfort and to increase 
healing rate. Patches are available 
to dress and protect the sore and the 
complementary medicine, lysine, has 
been used to reduce the frequency of 
outbreaks. 

Different stages and symptoms 
of a cold sore may need different 
treatments. Don’t hesitate to ask your 
GP or local pharmacist about the best 
way to manage and prevent cold sores.

Cold Sores by Nick Logan B.Pharm.
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Community Garden coming to Artarmon by Alethea Morison

More than sixty local residents 
turned out to the community garden 
information session on Saturday 20 
October 2018. The group listened to 
site proposals and contributed to how 
best to establish the garden on the 
former Artarmon Bowling Club site.  
Representatives from Willoughby 
City Council (Alfred Bernhard and 
Jan Felton assisted by Liz Powell) 
with a community garden expert 
(Richard O’Brien) outlined plans, 
ideas and opportunities for community 
involvement for people of all ages, 
experience and abilities.

The garden design is planned to be 
adaptable with scope to expand where 
demand requires. A curved path is 
proposed to separate the garden area 
from an open area, including a gazebo. 

The project has received strong 

support from Willoughby and 
Artarmon residents and from the 
Artarmon Public School. The students 
will be able to walk to the garden from 
the school to learn about growing food. 
The Permapatch group are also keenly 
interested, given they have lost their 
community garden behind the church 
at the corner of Mowbray Road and 
Pacific Highway.

Of the 57 people who registered on 
the day:
•  45 expressed interest in 
 attending a design 

planning meeting in 
late November/early 
December;

•  32 were interested in 
attending a Garden 
Management Committee 
meeting to be held in 
February; and 

•  47 are interested in 
attending a series of 
organic gardening 

workshops in the first half of next 
year. 
Many attendees have also requested 

a community bus trip to visit other 
community gardens in and around the 
Willoughby area.

 For further information or to get 
more involved please contact Jan 
Felton from Council’s Community 
Garden team on 9777 7753 or email 
jan.felton@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

The Save Flat Rock Gully Campaign
Local community and environment 
groups, including Artarmon 
bushcare groups and the Willoughby 
Environment Protection Association, 
are deeply concerned at the Roads 
and Maritime Services plans to use 
Flat Rock Gully, part of Bicentennial 
Reserve, as a construction site for the 
proposed Beaches Tunnel project. 

The groups have identified and 

made submissions on, a wide range of 
adverse impacts on the environment 
and the community. These include 
a proposal to remove 6 hectares of 
bushland and open space over the 
construction period, damage the 
waterway and wildlife corridor that 
extends from Artarmon to Middle 
Harbour and to reverse 20 years 
of rehabilitation and clean-up on 

the former rubbish dump site now 
occupied by Bicentennial Reserve.

Further information on the RMS 
proposals and environmental concerns 
are available respectively at: 

www.rms.nsw.gov.au/documents/
projects/sydney-north/western-harbour-
tunnel-beaches-link/beaches-link-
project-update.pdf,

and:  https://wepa.org.au/.

For over 30 years, we have primarily used 
Chinese herbal medicine and acupuncture 

for helping management of: 
asthma, eczema, obesity, 

ulcerative colitis, irritable bowel syndrome,  
chronic fatigue syndrome, depression, 

anxiety, insomnia, headache etc.
Dr Henry Liang

PhD, M.Med, B.Med 

Dr Jessica Guo
M.Med, B.Med

AHPRA registered Acupuncturist & Chinese Herbalist  

Level 1, 66 Hampden Road, Artarmon, NSW 2064
Phone : 8054 4466    Email : contact@cancareclinic.com.au

www.cancareclinic.com.au

Council’s Alfred Bernhard addresses the 
community gardeners / Photo Alethea Morison



Artarmon GAZETTE Edition 84 – December 2018  9

beaches Link Update by Peter Egan                  
Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) 
project staff, led by project director, 
Doug Parris, gave a presentation on 
the Beaches Link Tunnel Project to 
residents at the Artarmon Community 
Hall on 17 October 2018. The RMS 
value the project by the travel time 
savings (tabled below).  

Tunnel Exhaust
The plans show that Artarmon will 
have the western portals to the 
motorway and an exhaust stack.  
Tunnel filtering is the key issue 
for many residents. The RMS 
environmental representative stated 
the design is for traffic to move air 
all the way through the tunnel from 
the entrance towards the exit with a 
fan near the exit to direct the exhaust 
more than 100 metres into the air. 
The polluted air should only leave the 
tunnel via the stack and the pollution 
is diluted before any particulate matter 
reaches the ground some distance 
away.

RMS experts advised the majority 
of the particle matter in the air of the 
Sydney basin is from oil and solid 
fuel heaters. A large part of the rest is 
from “road break and tyre wear”, while 
vehicle exhaust only comprises 15%. 

Sydney’s annual average atmospheric 
particulate matter, as measured by 
particles up to 2.5 micrometres (µm) 
in diameter (PM 2.5), is 8 micrograms 
per cubic metre (µg/m3). Inner Sydney 
areas experience 10 µg/m3. Alongside 
a main road, like the Pacific Highway, 
the annual average can be 30 µg/m3. 
In a congested road tunnel, the level 
can reach 400 µg/m3. In the poorly 
designed M5 tunnel where stack 

exhausts are in the middle and then 
some further distance from the tunnel, 
the level can apparently reach 2,000 
µg/m3. 

From the RMS perspective, the 
question is: What methods offer the 
best value to reduce Sydney’s air 
pollution? The quantity of particles 
that can be filtered out at exhaust 
stacks makes no measurable difference 
to Sydney’s air pollution while 
significantly increasing costs. 

Traffic
The RMS presented the one image 
open to the public from the August 
2018 information booklet. The project 
director advised upon exiting the tunnel 
in Artarmon all traffic will be able to 
only take a left hand turn onto Reserve 
Road or straight ahead in Dickson 
Avenue.  Getting to Artarmon from 
this exit may require circling around 
the block from Dickson Avenue, 
into Clarendon Street and Reserve 
Road or around via Frederick Street, 
Herbert Street and Hampden Road. 
There does not appear to be a direct 

link between Beaches Link west 
bound exit at Dickson Avenue and the 
Pacific Highway in the Chatswood 
bound direction.  Drivers will have 
to take a left from Dickson Avenue 
onto Clarendon Street, then right onto 
Campbell Street and then right at the 
lights onto the Pacific Highway or 
alternatively, turn right from Dickson 
Avenue into Clarendon, left into 
Hotham Parade and right at the lights 
onto the Pacific Highway to head north.

North Sydney access to Beaches Link 
is good. The Falcon Street ‘diverging 
diamond’ interchange plan, where 
traffic crosses to the wrong side of the 
road, is the best executed feature of the 
project as it allows two-phase traffic 
lights at all signalised intersections 
within this busy interchange.

Mid-North Shore motorway access 
should be focused at Brook Street/
Flat Rock Drive due to its proximity 
to the St Leonards and Crows Nest 
Precinct project and to avoid local 
shopping centres such as Naremburn, 
Willoughby, Northbridge and 
Cammeray. 

Contributors to Artarmon Gazette required
The Artarmon Gazette is produced 
by volunteers. All contributors and 
deliverers are volunteers. We deliver 
5,300 copies to every household and 
business in Artarmon. We rely on 
advertising to cover our costs and 
make a small profit. 

The Artarmon Gazette is keen to 
report on matters important to the 
community, particularly ones that 
will have a material impact on the 
amenity of Artarmon and Gore Hill. 

The editorial team are seeking new 
contributors to Artarmon Gazette. 

Our focus in recent years had been 
on encouraging locally based not-for-
profit organisations to report on their 
activities. The Artarmon Junior Girl 
Guides, the Bushcare Groups and the 
Artarmon Public School are good 
examples of this collaboration. 

We also are keen to recruit 
contributors from the Artarmon 
industrial area to report on matters 

of interest to businesses and their 
employees.

We are sure that there are many 
Artarmon based not-for-profit 
organisations that we are not aware 
of who might benefit from the 
support of the Artarmon Gazette. 
It would be appreciated if those 
organisations could make contact 
with us at editor@artarmonprogress.
org.au or by telephoning Adrian on 
0401 644 052.
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 I was elected 
councillor one 
year ago. As I 
look back I would 
describe it to be a 
very challenging 
and fruitful year in 
2018. 

Beaches Link Tunnel
The RMS has not made a final 
decision as to the location for work 
sites associated with the Beaches Link 
Tunnel. A temporary construction 
site is proposed at either Bicentennial 
Reserve Baseball Diamond or in the 
Flat Rock Gully Reserve, along the 
eastern edge of Flat Rock Drive. There 
are advantages and disadvantages 
associated with both sites. Whichever 
site is chosen the RMS is committed 
to restoring it to its present form. 
Our community concerns include 
noise, truck movements, dust and 
disturbance of contaminated fill.  
RMS has indicated that the removal 
of landfill material will be disposed 
of to a licenced landfill and any spoil 
removed from the tunnelling works will 
not be dumped at the site. RMS is still 
undertaking considerable investigation 
and consultation on both sites and the 
final plans for these sites still has not 
been fully developed.

Artarmon Bowling Club Land
Willoughby City Council is seeking 
to establish a community garden on 

a portion of the former Artarmon 
Bowling Club site. A council 
sponsored community meeting has 
been conducted on site for residents 
interested in the project and to provide 
feedback. 

Artarmon Residents Parking Scheme
The residents parking scheme and 
4 hour parking restriction in East 
Artarmon is being monitored closely by 
Willoughby Council. The council is in 
the process of implementing the final 
stage of this scheme. This has resulted 
in the delay in completion of the 
Artarmon west resident parking study 
which will be exhibited for community 
consultation early next year.

Development Applications
I get asked a lot about the processes 
and determination authority for 
development applications (DA) and 
planning proposals, so I have decided 
to provide an outline and some 
clarifications.

The determination of a DA is now 
done through either:
1.  Delegation – Council Officers
2.  Willoughby Local Planning Panel
3.  Sydney North Planning Panel

Most DA’s fall into the first category, 
where determination is done by a 
Willoughby City Council planning 
officer, with peer review by Team 
Leader or by the Assessment Review 
Panel.

When there are ten or more 
objections from different householders, 
or a variation of more than 10% to 
a development standard, or three 
and more storeys, or four and more 
dwellings, or demolition of heritage 
items, it would fall into the second 
category and be determined by 
Willoughby Local Planning Panel.

The last category consists of Council 
owner or applicant for development 
greater than $5 million, Crown 
development greater than $5 million, 
Eco tourist facility greater than $5 
million, and Development greater than 
$30 million.

I hope this answers most questions. 
Please share your thoughts with me 

and I welcome any feedback on current 
issues.

– christine.tuon@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Artarmon 
Shopping Centre 
Development
I am pleased 
that Council has 
made a budget 
commitment to the 
redevelopment of 
our shopping strip. 

It is tired and in much need of love. 
One factor that we need to consider is 
how best to do this needed work and 
minimise the impact on residents and 
local businesses.  I have been working 
hard with council staff on the best way 

Councillors’ feedback...feedback...

Artarmon Library
139 Artarmon Road, Artarmon  •  Telephone: 9419 2849 

Opening Hours

 Monday 10.00am – 1.00pm
 Tuesday 2.30pm – 5.00pm
 Wednesday 10.00am – 1.00pm
 Thursday 2.30pm – 8.00pm
 Friday 2.30pm – 5.00pm
 Saturday 9.30am – 12 noon
 Sunday Closed
 Public Holidays Closed

LETTERS
to the Editor

Do you have local news, 
a suggestion or a story to tell?

The Artarmon Gazette is a community 
publication and welcomes letters and 

contributions from residents. 

Articles or comments can be submitted by: 
Email: editor@artarmonprogress.org.au
Mail: The Editor, The Artarmon Gazette, 

PO Box 540, Artarmon, NSW 1570

The Artarmon Gazette does not publish 
anonymous letters. Please include your 
email address and phone number so we 

can review any editorial changes with you.
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for us to progress this project, and I am 
pleased that Mayor Gail has suggested 
hosting a meeting between the Council, 
the APA and local businesses. I look 
forward to these meetings and to work 
starting on these sites in the coming 
months. If you have suggestions please 
contact me – I would love to hear your 
feedback.

Western Harbour and Beaches Link 
Tunnels
A lot of residents have contacted 
me concerned about the proposed 
Western Harbour Tunnel/Beaches 
Link developments and the impacts 
that these projects will have on our 
community. We have been advised   
that two of the main tunnelling sites 
will be located in our local Council 
ward, and involve the destruction of 
either local parklands or sporting fields.  

Despite assurances from the NSW 
Government, many in our community 
remain concerned about the impact 
of unfiltered smoke stacks near our 
homes, our parks, our schools and our 
hospitals. 

While the opportunity to provide 
feedback on the proposal has now 
closed, you can always contact our 
local member, NSW Premier Gladys 
Berejiklian MP and let her know your 
thoughts on 9439 4199. 

Happy Holidays
As 2018 winds down and Council goes 

into recess, I hope you all have a chance 
to relax and unwind with family and 
friends this festive season. It has been  
a long year and we have achieved a lot 
as a community.

As always, I am always keen to 
hear your feedback about what we are 
doing well or where we could improve.  
Please contact me using the details 
below if you’ve got any suggestions.

– nic.wright@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Nineteen year 
anniversary 
In September 
this year, I 
celebrated the 19th 
anniversary of 
being elected as a 
Local Government 

councillor.  As some would joke: “you 
get less for murder”.  For me, it has 
been an honour and extraordinary 
privilege to represent and advocate for 
the people of Naremburn Ward, those 
living in Artarmon and Naremburn. 

I sought election all those years ago, 
not as someone with a personal agenda 
to be achieved under the guise of being 
a community representative but to 
assist with community building the best 
way possible. I hope I have passed my 
own self-imposed test. I have certainly 
tried at all times to follow the objective 
behind this principle. 

In this regard, I have been very 
fortunate that two people who recently 

left us offered me friendship and 
support and passive advice at different 
times in these 19 years.  These 
individuals were Richard Gartrell 
and Ted Mack. Both very different 
individuals but with one common quest 
– strong principles and community 
without compromise. Both men had 
a wonderful sense of humour and 
great insight and observations. I was 
privileged to have the conversations 
that I did have with them. They 
certainly in their own separate ways 
assisted me greatly. In thinking about 
Richard, I must also pay tribute to 
Glenda.  

 
Noise and disturbance from 
Metro works
Residents have approached me with 
alarming accounts of the noise and 
disturbance during night works in the 
rail corridor. It is as bad as, if not worse 
than, accounts provided to the Upper 
House inquiry into the CBD Light Rail 
Project.  

I have been to see the Local State 
Member about the issue. My advice to 
people impacted is just keep writing 
to the Local Member about the issue 
so that the problem is known. The 
Sydney Metro project has taken 
steps with some residents in West 
Ward to mitigate potential noise and 
disturbance. But these cases are not 
numerous.
– stuart.coppock@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Councillors’ feedback...feedback...

PROPERTY HISTORICAL 
OWNERSHIP TRACE

Our Artarmon History Project Team 
offer a Property Historical Ownership 

Research Service for properties
 in the Artarmon Residential and 
Industrial Precincts for a Fee plus 

out of pocket expenses.

For a quote, please phone Adrian 
on 0401 644 052 or email at 

history@artarmonprogress.org.au

The APA is interested in 
acquiring collections of past 

editions of the Artarmon Gazette. 

If you like to donate them to the 
Association please contact us at 
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au 

or telephone Adrian on 

0401 644 052

Collections
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Sydney Metro dive site progress by Peter Egan

In the last three months, excavation of 
the dive has significantly progressed. 
The mined earth has transitioned from 
the rich red soil at the surface to the 
grey Ashfield Shale. The excavation 
of the dive to its full depth is planned 
for completion by December 2018, 
after which the concrete base floor will 
follow.

Visible from the Mowbray Road 
frontage, the large yellow gantry crane 
has been assembled and is now ready 
for use. The crane will lift the tunnel 
boring machine (TBM) components 
into the dive site from the shipping 
containers stored near the Pacific 
Highway frontage. 

The long-promised traffic lights 
for the Hampden Road and Mowbray 
Road intersection are still to be 
installed. The tunnel segment handling 
shed, partially covering the dive, 
appears complete.

On the Nelson Street frontage, the 
huge shed to temporarily store the 
mined earth is nearing completion. 
The TBMs will tow earth removal 
conveyors as they make the tunnel. 
These conveyors end near Nelson 
Street where the earth is transferred   
to other conveyors, including a vertical 
conveyor, currently under construction, 
before entering the big shed via its 
roof-space.

The majority of the security fence 
for the rail corridor between Brand 
Street and Mowbray Road is complete. 
The corridor noise wall between 
Mowbray Road and Nelson Street 
is well underway. Construction of 
the Brand Street access path has 
commenced.

The dive site drainage is designed 
to transfer significant quantities of 
rainwater from the Middle Cove 
Chatswood catchment to the Flat 
Rock Creek Artarmon catchment. 
The drainage includes a stormwater 
retention ‘pit’ half the size of an 
Olympic swimming pool, just north   
of Brand Street. Construction is 
expected to start soon and continue 
well into next year.

The Nelson Street rail bridge is now 
closed, this was the premier viewing 
point for the dive site. The widening 
of rail corridor to the edge of Frank 
Channon Walk, with the building of 

a new retaining wall, will now get 
underway. Completion of the new 
retaining wall, and the unrelated 
slewing of the North Shore Line 
tracks, is expected before Metro North 
West opens.

The North Shore Line tracks have 
been separated from the Metro North 
West tracks (see photo looking north). 
The connection point for the City and 
Southwest Line is some 320 metres 
north of the tunnel portal, next to the 
Chatswood Bowling Club.

Artarmon Community 
Recycling Centre

The Community Recycling Centre (CRC) 
at 8 Waltham Street, Artarmon provides 
a free of charge waste drop-off service for 
household waste that cannot be disposed 
of via Council kerbside collections.

CRC’s will accept water-based and oil-
based paints, motor and other oils, car 
batteries, household batteries, gas bottles, 
fire extinguishers, florescent tubes, smoke 
detectors, television sets, computers and 
other ewaste. 

More information at www.epa.nsw.gov.au/
your-environment/recycling-and-reuse/house 
hold-recycling-overview/find-crcs-or-hcco.

Looking south into the dive site from the Nelson Street bridge / Photo Peter Egan

Looking north at separated tracks from the Nelson Street bridge / Photo Peter Egan
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What’s on in Artarmon

Artarmon book Club
Contact Artarmon Library
Enquiries: 9419 2849

Artarmon District Tennis Club
Barton Road, Artarmon
Social tennis Saturday 1pm-10.30pm
Family orientated club 
Enquiries: 0417 664 447

Artarmon Junior Guides
Cleland Park, 
Barton Road, Artarmon
Contact Karen Pearson 0414 682 879 or 
email artarmonjuniorguides@gmail.com

Artarmon Little library
Village Green, 
Hampden Road near entrance to 
Artarmon train station

Artarmon Progress Assn, Inc
Meets 1st Wed. Monthly (ex Jan)
Artarmon Community Hall
139 Artarmon Road, Artarmon
7.40 pm   All welcome.

bilingual (English & Mandarin) 
Playgroup 
St Basil’s Church Hall 
6 Broughton Road 
Sessions: Thursday 10.00am–12 noon

bush Care (3 Groups)
Artarmon Reserve
1st & 3rd Wednesday
2nd Thursday monthly
2nd Sunday monthly
9am–12 noon
Contact Council: 9777 7875

Cleland Tennis Club
Barton Road, Artarmon
Enquiries: 9419 8844

Get Fitter with litter
To get involved contact
Don Wilson 
don@winningwow.org

Good beginnings Chinese Playgroup
Artarmon Kids Cottage Community Centre 
18 Broughton Road, Artarmon
Sessions: Thursday, 10am–12noon

Parkrun Willoughby 
Every Saturday 7.00am 
Artarmon Reserve Burra Road

If you have a not-for-profit 
organisation, ie; bridge club, 
walking group, etc which could be 
mentioned on this list please contact:       
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au

Artarmon’s new ‘Little Library’
by Winsome Byrne

Fancy some off-screen reading on your 
commute? Then try Artarmon’s new 
‘little library’ at the Artarmon Village 
Green in Hampden Road near the 
entrance to Artarmon train station. 

The idea is that anyone can take a 
book and bring a book!  It is a great 
way to recycle and share with others 
something that you have enjoyed. 

Little libraries encourage literacy 
and community interaction. They also 
introduce you to genres and writers 
you may not have encountered before.

Little libraries are springing up all 
over Australia.  With nearly 1000 

registered according to the Street 
Library Australia website (https://
streetlibrary.org.au/). And there 
may be many more that are not yet 
registered.

The Street Library website says that 
reading regularly, preferably daily, has 
the following benefits: 
• increasing your knowledge; 
• enlarging your vocabulary; 
• improving your memory; 
• reducing stress; 
• mental stimulation – important at 
 all ages and it helps slow the 

progress of dementia;
• enhancing your analytical skills, 

especially with mystery novels; 
• improving your focus and 

concentration; and 
• polishing your writing skills. 

The ‘house’ is on a stilt across from 
the Artarmon shops and was made by 
the Willoughby Community Men’s 
Shed. Four Men’s Shed members 
completed the entire project in approx 
four man hours from the initial 
drawings to building and painting it.

Men’s sheds are community-based, 
non-profit organisations that encourage 
men to share their skills and stories 
and to focus on their mental and 
physical health and general wellbeing. 
They began in Australia and have 
spread to many countries.

Now get out and give it a try and 
enjoy the reading.

Repair Café Sydney North 
When:  First and second Sundays 
            of each month 
Time:  2.00 pm to 4.00 pm
Place:  Lane Cove Living & Learning 

Centre, 180 Longueville Road, 
Lane Cove

Our volunteer repairers will be on 
hand to help you do fixes to household 

gadgets, jewellery, ceramics, shoes and 
sharpening of garden tools.
For more information: 
Phone:  Wendy – 0410 280 912 
Email:  repaircafesydneynorth
 @gmail.com
Website:  www.repaircafesydneynorth.
   wordpress.com 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/
      RepairCafeSydneyNorth/
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These talented young wrestling siblings 
from Lane Cove have cleaned up the 
medals at the 2018 Youth Wrestling 
National Championship held on Sunday 
7th October. At the Craigie Leisure 
Centre in Perth the team showed up 
with their incredible skills and freestyle 
wrestling crafts. With high hopes and 
the pressure of defending last years 
achievements all five took away GOLD 
in their respective weight for age 
categories. 

The one day competition included 
over 70 children from across Australia 
competing for the National Medals. 
The siblings in order of age are 
Phoenix (15), Ryder (13), Zenon (12), 
Harmony (9), and Lennox (6).  They 
are no strangers to traveling interstate 
to represent NSW and themselves at 
National Events. Zenon is 6 times 
National Champion and undefeated!    
“I cannot believe we have all won 
Gold!” said Zenon. Phoenix muscled 

out his rival whilst 
Ryder had the 
most number of 
wrestles having 
dominated with 
his technique and 
strength on the mat. 
Harmony defeated 
an opponent that 
challenged her last 
year, winning by 
a perfect pin! This 
year they have 
all triumphed and 
over excelled with 
all five collecting 
the top spot. An 
exceptional feat 
with the children from 
the one family!

The family team 
are coached by Wally Koenig and 
Igor Praporshchikov, who are both 
Australian Olympians in the sport of 

wrestling. Most of the children have 
been coached for the past 7 years and 
have gained amazing results due to their 
dedication and commitment to the sport.

Wrestling Siblings all Take GOLD! 
by Leigh Carolan

This winning team perfect their technique and fitness at the Lift & 
Box training facility in Artarmon / PhotoLeigh Carolan

OUR 5 SENIOR PROPERTY MANAGERS

ONE OF THEM WILL BE PERFECT FOR YOU
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News in brief  News in brief  News in brief

 

Proposed Boarding Houses
The applications to develop boarding 
houses at 42-44 Elizabeth Street and 
19 Hampden Road are both on hold. 
It is understood that the Elizabeth 
Street applicant is reviewing the 
proposal and is considering other 
development options for the site.  
Further information is needed for the 
Hampden Road application and its 
assessment has been delayed whilst 
this is prepared.

Artarmon West Parking Scheme
Willoughby City Council will perform 
a study of parking in west Artarmon 
in early 2019. The results of this study 
will be used to help determine what 
changes are needed to improve the 
availability of parking for residents and 
businesses in the area. Council hope to 
have a draft scheme ready for public 
consultation during 2019.

Station Link Bus Service
Transport NSW introduced the Station 
Link Bus Service on 30 September 
2018 to provide an alternate transport 

service during the seven month closure 
of the Epping to Chatswood rail line 
and its incorporation into the North 
West Metro Line. 

Buses leave from Eastwood, Epping 
and Beecroft and travel to and from 
Macquarie Park, Chatswood and St 
Leonards railway stations. Find out 
more at mysydney.nsw.gov.au.

Brand Street Resurfacing
During the past 12 months or so 
our high traffic streets of Hampden 
Road and Brand Street have been 
dug up with the Sydney Metro power 
line works. It is pleasing to see that 
work on resurfacing these streets 
has commenced with Brand Street 
resurfaced during November 2018. 
Hampden Road and Barton Road 
resurfacing hopefully will not be far 
behind.

New Traffic Lights, Mowbray Road
Work is underway to install traffic 
lights on the corner of Mowbray 
Road and Hampden Road as reports 
in the September 2018 edition of 

the Artarmon Gazette. The lights 
will assist the management of truck 
movements out of the Sydney Metro 
dive site.

Sale of Home HQ Shopping Centre, 
Reserve Road
BlackRock, the world’s largest asset 
manager, and local company Fortius 
have reported the completion of the 
$140 million purchase of the Artarmon 
homemaker centre Home HQ from 
US private equity firm Blackstone. 
The intention of the new owners is to 
redevelop the 1.6 hectare site. Plans are 
yet to be announced.

New Data Centre in Artarmon
Data Centre owner NextDC has 
purchased a 1.25 hectare site at 219 
Pacific Highway Artarmon for $90 
million. The property on the corner 
of Campbell Street and the Pacific 
Highway will provide the company 
with 52,250 M2 new data centre. 
The property adjoins Fox Sports, 
Australian Stock Exchange data centre 
and Ausgrid’s new depot.




