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Willoughby City Council approved       
a resident parking scheme (RPS) in 
April this year that will cover streets  
in Artarmon east of the rail line. 

Council’s decision came after a 
community meeting that was held on 
21st March where Council officers 
spoke on the proposed plan. Around   
90 residents attended the meeting,  
many of whom opposed the proposed 
scheme and raised concerns about 
it. Although the meeting supported 
a scheme to limit commuter parking 
around Artarmon station, it did not 
support the proposed scheme unless     
it was modified in three ways:
• To increase the parking time limit 

to 4 hours in streets other than those 
within immediate proximity of the 
station;

• To expand the area covered by 
the scheme into parts of Stewart,  
Stafford and Smith streets; and

• To increase the parking entitlement 
from 2 motor vehicles to at least 3 
per household.

Council has accepted and acted on 
each of these items. 

The parking time limits have been 
changed. Most streets in the approved 
scheme will have a 4 hour parking 
limit. This increased time limit reduces 
the impact on residents whilst still 
preventing all day commuter parking.

Council is considering expanding 
the scheme to Stewart, Stafford and 
Smith Roads. It will perform a study of 
parking in these streets and undertake 
a consultation program with residents 
before making a decision.

Council will also undertake a study 
in the next 6 months on the impact of 
increasing the parking entitlement per 
household. The APA has already made 
a submission to Council in relation to 
this. Council’s existing 2 car entitlement 

limit is uniform across the Willoughby 
area to all residences regardless of 
the property’s size. Most properties 
in east Artarmon are single dwellings 
with large street frontages. Many are 
occupied by families where there are 
multiple generations of car drivers. It 
seems inappropriate that the car parking 
entitlement for residents in these 
properties, where there are many car 
driving occupants, is the same as that  
of a small apartment.

The APA has suggested to Council 
that the car parking entitlement for 
residents in single dwellings on large 
properties (i.e. those with a land area 
greater than 550 m2) be at least 3 
vehicles. Council will introduce the new 
scheme during May and June 2018. 

Artarmon is the only suburb with a 
rail station from Chatswood to the city 
that does not have a resident parking 
scheme aimed at minimising commuter 
parking. East Artarmon’s unrestricted 

streets provide a free parking solution 
to many commuters who live elsewhere. 
This causes an excessive number of cars 
to travel through Artarmon each day 
and disruption to Artarmon residents 
who live in the affected streets.

The APA welcomes this initiative as 
it will reduce the problems caused by 
commuter parking near the railway 
station.

Public Information Meeting – 20 June 2018

Parking Scheme for Artarmon by Peter Wilton

Inside this issue
Editorial   page 2
Public Information Meeting   page 2
A Note from the President   page 3
Artarmon Public School  page 4
Artarmon Street Namews  page 5
Vale: Tony Kemm  page 7
Artarmon Village Update                      page 8
Councillors’ feedback                          page 10-11
Gardening   page 14
Sydney Metro Update  page 15

Artamon East Parking Scheme / Image WCC



GAZETTEartarmon

FUTURE dATEs

supporting the Artarmon community spirit
The Artarmon Gazette is published quarterly by the Artarmon 
Progress Association. It is distributed by volunteers, free of 
charge to Artarmon residents and businesses.

The Artarmon Gazette seeks to inform residents and 
business people about current local events and issues and 
discusses matters of interest and concern.

Written contributions and photographs are welcome. Please 
submit all non-advertising material to the editor. We accept 
material on disk or via email. Editing may be necessary for 
style, space or layout considerations.

Views and opinions expressed in the Artarmon Gazette are 
not necessarily those of the Artarmon Progress Association 
or its members. Although all care is taken for accuracy, 
no responsibility can be taken by the association, editor, 
designer or printer.

 Publisher Peter Wilton 
  publisher@artarmonprogress.org.au
  Editor Robert Brandt 
  editor@artarmonprogress.org.au
 Advertising advertise@artarmonprogress.org.au
 Distribution Rob Magner

  Design/ Robin Phelan
  Production rocketdesign@bigpond.com

  Cartoons Wendy Bishop

 Printing The Printing Department
  jimtuite@printd.com.au

 Print Run 5,300 copies

APA website PimsDesign

 Address PO Box 540 Artarmon 1570

 Website www.artarmonprogress.org.au/Gazette

Published by:

Artarmon Progress 
Association
ABN 77 319 108 019

Since 1906

The APA committee meets at 7.40pm 
on the 1st Wednesday of the month, 
excluding January. Public welcome.

Venue: 

Artarmon Community Hall,

139 Artarmon Road, Artarmon

PO Box 540 Artarmon NSW 1570 
sec@artarmonprogress.org.au 
www.artarmonprogress.org.au

 President Peter Wilton
 Vice President     
 Treasurer Adrian Alexander

 Secretary Sue Livingston 

 Traffic & Parking Peter Egan

 Federation Peter Wilton

 Membership Lindsay Alexander
 Heritage & History Project Adrian Alexander
 Public Information Meetings Peter Wilton
 Council Liaison Plamen Bassarov

 Fri 10 Aug Copy & advertising due

 Fri 7 Sept Delivery complete

NEXT EDITION DEADLINES

© Artarmon Progress Association, 2018. 
No material may be reproduced by any means 

without the permission of the Editor.

GAZETTE Editorial

Public Information Meeting – 20 June 2018 
Artarmon Village Local Centre Strategy
Willoughby City Council has been reviewing its Willoughby Local Environment 
Plan in stages with a view to it being amended to be consistent with the Greater 
Sydney Commission’s North District Plan. The Council’s Artarmon Local Centre 
Strategy has been subject to public consultation in recent months.

Artarmon Progress Association will hold a Public Information Meeting on 
Wednesday 20 June 2018 in the Artarmon Community Hall behind the Artarmon 
Library at 139 Artarmon Road to discuss Council’s plans for the Artarmon 
Village zoning. Council officers will outline where they are at in respect to 
the preparation of their Artarmon Local Centre Strategy. The APA encourages 
residents to attend this meeting and participate in the decision making process 
which will have a long term impact on all residents when the Strategy is approved 
by Council.

Artarmon GAZETTE Edition 82 – June 2018

The Artarmon Gazette has a new editor. My name is Robert Brandt and I am glad 
to join the editorial team. Having recently moved to Artarmon, I remember first 
reading the Artarmon Gazette, cover to cover. It inspired me to get more involved 
in the community. I found the Artarmon Gazette highly informative over a range 
of local community issues. Over coming issues, I look forward to keeping the 
momentum of the Artarmon Gazette going. Adrian Alexander will continue as 
a member of the management team and his role as contributor of articles. I have 
learnt a lot in helping to prepare this edition as there are many things happening 
within the community.

The east Artarmon Parking Scheme rolls out in May and June 2018. New   
parking signposts will be installed across the area. The council recently mailed    
a circular to the impacted households and more information is available through 
the Residential Parking page on the Council’s website.  The next stages of 
the review of the parking strategies will be west Artarmon and the Artarmon 
Industrial Area.

Proposed Artarmon Streetscape upgrades will bring a fresh look to the village.  
A number of suggestions are being considered by the landscape architects. The 
Artarmon Progress Association and the Artarmon Village will hold a public 
meeting once the landscape architects have completed their draft for council 
consideration. 

We are always pleased to consider contributions from residents and local not-
for-profit organisations. The more we know of local activities the more likely 
we are to get involved. The community working together for the benefit of all is 
a wonderful thing and is the best outcome for all concerned. Please send your 
contribution to editor@artarmonprogress.org.au.

APA Public Information Meeting

Briefing on Artarmon Village Local Strategy
Wednesday 20 June 2018

Council Officers
 Willoughby City Council

7.45pm – 9.30pm
Artarmon Library Community Hall

139 Artarmon Rd, Artarmon

mailto:editor@artarmonprogress.org.au
http://www.artarmonprogress.org.au
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Welcome to 
our new editor 
Robert Brandt 
who has kindly 
volunteered to 
take over from 
our ‘temporary’ 
editor Adrian 
Alexander. 
This edition of 
the Artarmon 

Gazette has been a joint effort between 
Robert and Adrian. Adrian stepped 
into the role for the September 2016 
and has set a high benchmark for 
Robert to follow. He will continue as 
a contributor, particularly relating to 
Artarmon’s history. We have a great 
newsletter thanks to all the volunteer 
contributors.

Mollie Shelley has been providing 
us with gardening tips in the Artarmon 
Gazette since the December 2000 
edition. She has decided that as she is 
now in her 90th year that she should 
retire as a contributor. Thank you 
Mollie for all your support over the 
past 17 years, you have not missed 

many editions over all those years.
Public consultation and engagement 

is a normal part of any significant 
local development or change proposal.         
It is a valuable process provided that 
the public engages and their feedback 
is considered.

It can be hard to get involved due 
to limited time to make comments 
or where a proposal is subject to 
change or is considered over an 
extended period. The recent round of 
public comment on the application to 
increase the size of the Channel 9 site 
development is an example of some   
of the issues involved.

In November LEPC9, the owner 
of the Channel 9’s site, lodged an 
application to modify their approved 
development. This started a 30 day 
public exhibition and comment period 
that ended on 15th December 2017, 
after which no further public comment 
could be made.

At the time we were suspicious that 
the application was timed to coincide 
with the busy end of year period with 
the aim of attracting only a low level 

of public comment. Fortunately, this 
did occur with 451 submissions made.

LEPC9 in their response to the 
submissions imply that they were 
insufficient in number to indicate a 
broad-based community objection 
to their proposal. Their response 
shows how developers can capitalise 
on community apathy. Despite 
their comments, we are confident 
that the Department of Planning & 
Environment will recognise that there 
is broad objection.

The proposal to introduce a resident 
parking scheme in east Artarmon has 
been a contentious issue with a range 
of strongly held views. Many of these 
were aired at a public meeting held in 
March 2018.  

Around 90 residents, Council 
officers and Ward Councillors attended 
the meeting. There was some robust 
debate. The meeting identified three 
modifications to improve the scheme 
which will mitigate some of the issues 
raised. This a good example of public 
consultation, with Council acting on 
the feedback obtained.

A Note from the President by Peter Wilton

Join in a community picnic 
in Cleland Park on 

Saturday 28 July 2018 
at Noon. 

Please bring a plate to share 
and your own drinks. 

No need to RSVP. 
The picnic will be cancelled if raining. 

For more information  
call Maz on 0432 115 744.

Community
Picnic 

in Cleland Park                     

The APA is in need of additional 
volunteers to help with the delivery

 of the Artarmon Gazette. 
We are keen to reduce the workload 
of some of our existing volunteers. 

The Artarmon Gazette is delivered 
to every residence and business in 

Artarmon and Gore Hill.

If you can help, please contact us at 
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au. 

Volunteer 
Artarmon Gazette 
deliverers needed                     

The APA is interested in 
acquiring collections of past 

editions of the Artarmon Gazette. 

If you like to donate them to the 
Association please contact us at 
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au 

or telephone Adrian on 

0401 644 052

Collections

Sydney Metro Northwest has 
announced plans for replacing trains 
with buses when the Epping to 
Chatswood rail line closes around 30 
September 2018 for about 7 months for 
conversion to a metro line. 

Station Link Network will be a high 
frequency, turn up and go bus services 
along seven additional routes. Services 

will leave at least every 6 minutes 
during peak hours between Epping  
and Chatswood. There will also 
be services between St Leonards, 
Macquarie Park and Beecroft with 
linking services to Epping and 
Eastwood from Macquarie Park.

More than 120 new, Opal enabled, 
fully accessible, air-conditioned 

buses will be allocated to Station 
Link Network services. Audio-visual 
screens with next stop information 
and hearing links will be provided. 
Standard train fares apply, with 30% 
off-peak discount on full Opal fares.  

You can obtain more information   
by visiting mysydney.nsw.gov.au.

Station Link – Chatswood to Epping rail closure
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Jerseys get a Guernsey at APS   
by Jane Rowley

The last day of term one was extra 
special for Artarmon Public School 
(APS). Not only was the traditional 
celebratory sausage sizzle held but in 
the late afternoon parents were invited 
to tour the new three storey classroom 
and library building plus the newly 
created playground. Staunch supporter 
of the APS redevelopment, Premier 
Gladys Berejiklian, also attended the 
informal event. 

According to Relieving Principal, 
Justine Miller, the finishing of stage 
one was an important milestone to 
mark. “Once the new hall and all 
additional works [stage two] are 
completed there will be an official 
public opening of the new facilities 
in 2019. It was important to show 
our school community the progress 
we have made as they have been so 
supportive and patient over the last  
two years since building commenced.” 

Naplan
Meanwhile the business of school life 
continues apace. Students in years 
three and five will sit the National 
Assessment Program – Literacy and 
Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests which 
aim to measure whether Australian 
children are reaching critical learning 
goals. Many schools, teachers, parents 
and the media place a great deal of 
emphasis on the NAPLAN results and 
their interpretation. 

According to Justine, APS down 
plays the test with students. “We do 
not teach to NAPLAN. It is one test 
on one day and it is a snapshot. It 
is not the only data we use to drive 
what we are doing in our school. We 
always triangulate our data at APS 
so we use NAPLAN, ICAS [a skills 
based educational assessment program 
owned and run by the University of 
New South Wales] our internal data, 
tests results and anecdotal teacher 
notes. 

Using just one piece of data is  
simply not reliable enough,” says 
Justine. NAPLAN results for APS  
have consistently placed the school 
as one of the top government schools 
in the state. A position of which the 
teachers, parents and students are 
justifiably proud. 

Thumbs Up for Jerseys
Celebrating achievements is a 
particular focus for those in their final 
year of primary school. After seven 
years, Kindergarten to Year six, much 
is expected of these students. “They 
are the leaders of our school and we 
look up to them to set examples for the 
rest of the children in the school,” says 
Justine. 

Those in the wider community 
may notice that some students wear a 
striped jersey in APS colours with the 
school crest embroidered on the chest. 
On the back is the number 18, denoting 
2018 and either their name, surname or 
nickname. “It makes them special, just 
a bit different to everybody else. And 
I know that a lot of them wear them 
for years afterwards,” says Justine. It 
is all part of the process of allowing 
students to farewell primary school 
and to embrace a new stage of their 
lives - high school. 

As part of that preparation, students 
are issued diaries and expected to 
keep track of homework assignments 
and class changes. Year six teachers 
rotate classes to mirror the experience 
in high school. Rather than have one 
teacher for all subjects, students begin 
to experience classes such as math, 
English and science with different 

teachers. “We try and make it a bit 
‘real world’ for them so they can begin 
to grasp and feel comfortable with 
the changes that will happen in the 
method of learning in high school,” 
says Justine. During their final year 
students are given “every opportunity 
to shine” helping to cement a love of 
learning and ensuring their memories 
of primary school will be positive. 

Some of the Year Six students of APS / Photo APS

Artarmon Public School 
is looking for Volunteer 

Ethics Teachers
The Artarmon Public School 

urgently needs volunteer 
Ethics Teachers. 

All training, curriculum and 
support are provided.  

It is a rewarding volunteer role 
that only involves one hour or so 

per week but has a big impact 
on our students.

The role supports children to 
develop the skills they need to voice 
their opinions, consider the ideas of 

others and make evidence-based, 
reasoned decisions.

If you are interested, please apply 
at www.primaryethics.com.au/

volunteer or to find out more contact 
niklawless@gmail.com.
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Artarmon Street Names – Part 7
by Adrian Alexander

Stafford Road – Thomas Broughton’s 
mother, Mary Stafford, was born in 
Montgomeryshire, Wales about 1779. 
Convicted at the Old Bailey, London, 
for stealing several small items, 
Mary was sentenced to seven years 
transportation. She arrived in Sydney 
on the Speke in November 1808. She 
had a relationship with fellow convict 
Thomas Broughton, snr, a forger, and 
Thomas Broughton jnr. was born in 
August 1810. Mary was assigned to  
T. Oatley and later James White’s 
road gang at Windsor. The road gangs 
were building the Great North Road as 
well as opening up local areas. Mary 
maintained contact with the Windsor 
area throughout her life. In 1813, Mary 
married horse stealing convict Thomas 
Hoadley but he died two years later.

Mary, who could read and write, 
appreciated the benefits of education. 
She wanted her nine year old son 
Thomas educated and admitted him   
to an orphanage at Bringelly, where  
he received basic education and 
industrial training. Mary also 
financially assisted at least two other 
children with their education at an 
orphanage, with payment including 
four head of horned cattle.

In 1845, aged 66 and infirmed, 
Mary was bludgeoned to death in her 
small verandah cottage in King Street 
Sydney. At the time of her death Mary 
had an adopted 13 year old daughter 

Rosina Wilson in her care. Mary left  
a substantial estate providing an 
annual income in excess of £300pa, 
mainly from real estate in King, 
Clarence and Kent Streets in central 
Sydney. The bulk of Mary’s estate  
was left to Rosina. The Broughton 
family honoured Mary when 
subdividing land at both Artarmon and 
Paddington by including a Stafford 
Road and Stafford Street.

Tindale Road - Thomas Broughton 
married 15 year old Jane Tindale at 
Richmond in 1838, and together they 
had 16 children. (Not 15 children as 
stated in the Artarmon Gazette March 
2018 Broughton Road article.) Little is 
known about Jane who died in 1909, 
aged 85 years. Jane was the daughter 
of John Tindale and Elizabeth Clarke, 
both convicts. 

Elizabeth arrived in Australia on the 
Speke with Mary Stafford. Elizabeth 
married convict William Wybrow in 
1809 and had seven children. She  
then became the defacto wife of 
convict John William Tindale about 
1820 and had seven daughters, 
including Jane. The 1822 General 
Muster shows Elizabeth as employed 
by John Tindale. 

Convict John Tindale worked on 
road construction over the Blue 
Mountains with Lieutenant William 
Cox. He was in the group of 30 
convicts that Cox promised to pardon 

if they completed 163.3 km of road 
crossing the Blue Mountains within 
six months. The task was achieved and 
John was given a pardon. John Tindale 
received land grants and prospered. At 
the time of his death in 1857 he owned 
over 3,000 acres of land, mainly in the 
Penrith and Bathurst area; an estate 
sworn at £7,000.

Weedon Road – Charles Henry 
Broughton was one of the executors 
of his father Thomas Broughton’s 
estate. The executors had the power 
to nominate the names of streets in 
Artarmon. Charles married Florence 
Oatley. Florence’s mother was Jane 
Weedon, daughter of convict and 
hotelier Thomas Weedon. Florence’s 
grandfather was convict James Oatley, 
a clockmaker. Governor Lachlan 
Macquarie appointed James as Keeper 
of the Town Clock, and the Sydney 
suburb of Oatley is named in his 
honour.

The Broughton Legacy – Although 
the early years of European settlement 
in Sydney were very tough times for 
all concerned, it is clear from Thomas 
Broughton story told in the March 
2018 edition of the Artarmon Gazette 
and the achievements of the family 
members outlined above, that they 
all were able to create wealth here 
in Australia. It is doubtful that they 
would have been unable to do so if 
they had all stayed in England.

artarmon framing
Custom framing

Mounting
Laminating

Artwork Hanging Systems
Canvas Stretching

Mirrors
Conservation Framing

Art Restoration
Advice and Help with 

Presentation & Conservation
of Most Things

Andrew Fortescue
94a Reserve Road, Artarmon

Ph: 9439 9992
9.00–4.30 Mon–Fri • 10.00–2.00 Sat

Women of Artarmon
My name is Anna and I am an 

excercise therapist helping women 
get back into shape safely.

Join my friendly and affordable 
30 minute exercise class and start 

to get fit and feel better today.

Classes held at 6.45am 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday

1A Burra Road
(former Artarmon Bowling Club)

Call  0402 966 801
For Your FREE Trial Class

www.SquareBoxFitness.com
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Vale: Tony Kemm  Artarmon Gazette Volunteer Deliverer
By John Peacock

An obituary in the Artarmon Gazette 
for Tony Kemm is very appropriate 
as he was the driving force behind 
the volunteer delivery of our local 
magazine since 2000, particularly 
throughout the Industrial Area.

Tony Kemm was born in 1932 in 
Epsom, Surrey. As a young boy he 
learned to ride without saddle or 
bridle, jumped, did dressage and 
went foxhunting. At aged 14, he went 
to Britannia Royal Naval College, 
Dartmouth and trained for a life at 
sea. He was posted to Malta, where 
he played polo, and served during the 
Suez crisis, later as a submariner.

In the late 1950’s, Tony was injured 
in service, and was ultimately 
invalided out of the Navy. He was 
a Second Lieutenant at the time of 
discharge. He returned to live in 
Surrey, continued to ride point-to-
point. Tony tried the London business 
life but it did not suit him.

With Naval qualifications and 
an excellent mind for maths, Tony 
migrated to Australia in 1960 and 

headed bush to work as a jackaroo 
and bookkeeper on Jemalong Station, 
near Forbes NSW, which he loved. 
Returning to Sydney he found a job   
as an accounts clerk.

He bought his first flat in Kirribilli 
and met Kate Wark, who he married in 
1966. After their daughter, Katherine, 
was born in 1969, they bought a 
house in Cooney Road Artarmon and 
were soon joined by second daughter 
Sophie. Tony was an avid gardener 
with a farmer’s sensibility – he 
believed plants should be grown to be 

eaten, and a large part of the backyard 
was devoted to vegetables, which he 
grew and tended every year from seed.

Tony parted ways with his first 
wife. In 1982 he married Shelagh. In 
retirement, Tony and Shelagh spent 
their time volunteering and enjoying 
the company of their many friends 
over a homebrew or a wine and 
travelling.

Tony walked all over Artarmon 
delivering the Artarmon Gazette, he 
was a member of the North Sydney 
Probus committee and loved taking 
part in the 2000 Olympics as a 
member of the tennis volunteer team. 
He loved playing tennis and tending 
his vegetable garden.

He died unexpectedly from a deep 
stoke in March 2018, aged 85 years. 
He is fondly remembered by Shelagh, 
Katherine, Sophie their families and 
friends. 

The Artarmon community has 
valued Tony’s friendship, his countless 
hours of volunteering and his general 
involvement in community activities. 
He will be greatly missed.

News in Brief  News in Brief  News in Brief  By Adrian Alexander

Channel 9 Redevelopment
In late March 2018, the new owners 
of the Channel 9 site submitted their 
responses to the 451 community 
objections to their redevelopment 
process to the Department of Planning 
& Environment (DPE).

The DPE will now assess the owner’s 
response to the community objections 
and a decision is not expected until the 
end of June 2018. The DPE assessment 
will be submitted to the Planning and 
Assessment Commission (PAC) for 
consideration. PAC will hold a public 
meeting at which community members 
can make submissions directly to the 
PAC commissioners. The PAC meeting 
is expected in July 2018.

Memories of Willoughby
The Local Studies team at Chatswood 
Library are undertaking a new project 
to collect people’s memories of the 
City of Willoughby. They are accepting 
written contributions of up to 1000 
words of anecdotes and memories about 
local places, events and characters, and 
stories from people’s own families and 

experiences in the City of Willoughby. 
The project is a celebration of 

the city’s rich and diverse society 
and a chance to document personal 
reminiscences that otherwise will 
be lost to time. Visit Memories 
of Willoughby website for more 
details and download a copy of the 
contribution form or contact the Local 
Studies team at Chatswood Library.

Repair Café
The Repair Café has a new home at 
The Living and Learning Centre, 164-
180 Longueville Road, Lane Cove. 
Events are held on the 1st and 2nd 
Sunday each month between 2.00 pm 
and 4.00 pm.

Artarmon Book Club
A small group of keen readers 
make up the Artarmon Book Club, 
which meets in a quiet corner of the 
Artarmon Library at 139 Artarmon 
Road, Artarmon. With the end of 
Daylight Saving and the approach of 
winter the members have decided to 
move the meeting time forward to 

begin at 5.00 p.m. The group welcomes 
new members. Books are provided 
and there is plenty of time to read 
them, at one a month. More people 
would broaden the points of view and 
generate a better discussion. Members 
choose the books we read. 

For further information contact 
Artarmon Library on 9419 284. 
Meeting times for the next few months 
are: Thursday 24 May, 28 June, 26 July 
and 23 August at 5.00 p.m.

Volunteer Deliverers required
The Artarmon Gazette urgently needs 
new volunteer deliverers in West 
Artarmon residential area (3) and 
the Industrial Area (4). Deliveries 
in the Industrial Area can only be 
made during business hours. The role 
requires four deliveries a year in the 
first week in March, June, September 
and December.

If you are able to assist us, please 
contact Rob Magner on 9419 4044 
robmagner2000@gmail.com or 
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au or 
Adrian on 0401 644 052.
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It is all starting to happen in 
Artarmon. AVI were thrilled to attend 
the community consultation preceding 
the first draft of the plans for a 
streetscape upgrade of our shopping 
village. Residents, businesses, 
landlords and Artarmon Public School 
were represented and the urban 
architects from Scott Carver took away 
a wealth of ideas.

We see this as a fabulous 
opportunity to re-establish Artarmon 
as a go to shopping precinct.

Ideally, we will be able to 
simultaneously address the three 
projects required to make Artarmon 
Village hum, being:
1. The streetscape upgrade to make us 

a destination for shoppers;
2. Full traffic review to maximise 

parking and safety for residents; and
3. Clean up and painting of    

Hampden Road façade, and 
potentially Wilkes Avenue, with 
a colour theme to modernise and 
unify the shops.

We have suddenly gained some 
momentum with these projects and 
AVI thanks everyone involved for their 
efforts. There is no better time for 
local businesses to be members of AVI 
to harness that momentum and support 
their local community. 

Please make welcome the two new 
businesses in the village:
• HairBestie is a hair salon at 124 

Hampden Road. It has a brand 
new, modern fit out and talented, 
enthusiastic staff; and

• Chooks is a new take away chicken 
shop at 108 Hampden Road. 
The food is delicious and super 
convenient for workers and busy 
commuters. The owner Simon has 
lived in Artarmon all his life and 
was once an excellent delivery boy 
at the pharmacy. 

Please follow Artarmon Village 
Inc on Facebook for updates, offers 
and events in our community @
artarmonvillage. We love Artarmon!

Artarmon Village Inc. Report  
by Nick Logan, President 

Artarmon Village streetscape upgrade by Adrian Alexander

Willoughby City Council (WCC) held 
a community consultation meeting 
in early April in the Artarmon 
Community Hall to seek input into its 
proposed upgrade of the streetscape in 
the Artarmon Village on both sides of 
the railway line.

WCC has engaged a firm of 
landscape architects to prepare a 
plan for their consideration. The 
landscape architects gave an overview 
of their brief and each attendee had 
an opportunity to make comments or 
provide suggestions for follow up.

Suggestions included a complete 
renovation of the Village Green along 

Hampden Road including renewal of 
all the vegetation and removable of 
most of the clutter that has appeared 
overtime, construction of public toilets 
within the Village Green, cleaning 
of pavements,  upgrading of street 
furniture, removal of redundant 
signs on buildings and painting of 
shop facades in standard heritage 
colours. The Council to be requested 
to introduce a signage policy for the 
Artarmon Village to ensure that the 
any sign approved respects the fact that 
the shops are located in the Artarmon 
Conservation Area..

For the east side of the railway 

line, suggestions were for upgrade 
the Wilkes Avenue Plaza area and 
for consideration to be given to using 
part of railway corridor land and the 
old library site for open space. The 
suggested new open space to include 
an area suitable for holding public 
events such as Night Markets and 
Street Fairs that can be held free of 
space and traffic restraints of the 
Village Green in Hampden Road.

The APA and Artarmon Village 
will hold a Public Meeting once the 
landscape architects have completed 
their draft proposal for Council 
consideration. 

MEMBERSHIP IS OPEN
The APA is only as strong as its membership base. Membership is free 

and is open to all residents and businesses in Artarmon. We welcome you to join us. 
To join, simply email your name and address to membership@artarmonprogress.org.au 

We look forward to hearing from you.
APA sends emails on material matters impacting on Artarmon residents and businesses, 

such as the Sydney Metro power lines to be laid down Hampden Road.
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A Helping Hand for Artarmon Bushland by Alethea Morison

Willoughby Council’s latest 
environmental survey has found 
strong community support for bush 
regeneration and protecting native 
plants and animals reserves. This will 
form part of Willoughby’s next 4 year 
Sustainability Action Plan, funded by 
e.restore levies. 

Local bushcare convenor, Philip 
Sholl, hopes the strong support will 
mean growth in volunteers caring 
for Artarmon Reserve. Phil says 
‘A bushcarer needs to love urban 
bushland, and really strive to protect it 
from introduced weeds and creepers. 
Once weeds are removed, the native 
seed stock in the soil is relieved of 
competition and can flourish. Large 
parts of Artarmon Reserve have 
regained their former glory through 
this process. To see an area of native 
grasses, shrubs and young trees emerge 

from a tangle of ‘trad’, morning glory 
and balloon vine gladdens the heart of 
anyone who values native landscape 
that the birds, insects and other 
animals call it home. This does not 
happen easily or quickly. Clearing an 
area of weeds requires patience and 
persistence. Any half-measures will see 
weeds regrow, from the root systems 
or seeds left behind, ready to take over 
again. Clearing too big an area at once 
is also counter-productive. 

If vital follow-up or maintenance is 
too much for small volunteer groups, 
weeds return and overwhelm the native 
plants that have started to reestablish. 
Passers-by may see volunteers nestled 
amongst the ground cover, digging 
out invading weeds that have escaped 
from local gardens or deposited by 
birds. We are helping native plants, 
which are surviving amid the weeds, to 

regenerate and flourish. Keeping your 
dog on the lead is a must for our efforts 
to succeed. 

Bushcarers work in groups sharing 
experiences and learning together. 
Council provides tools and training. 
Council trainer, Liz Powell, explains 
what to do each session and is at hand 
when volunteers, uncertain whether to 
leave or remove a plant, to ask ‘Is this a 
goodie or a baddie?’ The local resident 
bushcare convenor ensures everything 
runs smoothly, including morning teas 
to which everyone contributes. After 
conversation over a cuppa, we return 
to saving the bush. Sun shining, leaves 
rustling, birds chirping – time spent in 
a good cause is rarely so pleasant’.

The Artarmon Reserve Sunday 
Group meets third Sunday each month, 
9am-midday; contact Phil 9419 6536, 
0423 459 895. The Wednesday Group 
meets first and third Wednesdays, 
9am-midday; contact Bob 9958 6825, 
0425 312 474. The Thursday Group 
meets second Thursday, 10am-1pm; 
contact Kath 9411 7070. Or contact 
Mandy Wilson, Council Bushcare 
Supervisor, 9777 7875.

At Mind Heart Body Centre we believe in a holistic approach to treating and preventing pain. 
Our range of services aims to address factors such as, physical, mental, emotional and social stressors 

that may be contributing to your problem, to help you achieve optimum health and happiness.

Suite 3, First floor, 92 Hampden Road, Artarmon NSW 2064
Phone (02) 8068 4696  •  Fax (02) 8068 4768  •  admin@mindheartbodycentre.com.au      

www.mindheartbodycentre.com.au

Mind Heart Body Centre

Specialising in: 
• Back, neck, shoulder pain
• Sporting / Dance Injuries

• Women’s Health
• Pre and postnatal care
• Exercise rehabilitation
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When you are a Girl Guide, you are 
part of WAGGGS – the Worldwide 
Association of Girl Guides and Girl 
Scouts. In April 2018, I was one 
of 5 Guides representing Australia 
at an international Guide camp in 
Georgetown, Penang in Malaysia. 
There were 1,000 other Guides from 27 
countries around the world.

While away, I had the opportunity to 
experience another culture and further 
develop my leadership skills but most 
importantly I made friends with new 
girls from other countries. One of the 
fun things we did was explore the 
heritage city of Georgetown where 
we rode bicycles to the historic sites.  
Negotiating the traffic was quite a 
different experience to back home in 
Artarmon and I was shocked when 
I realised that none of us would be 
wearing helmets. 

Besides the camp, I had the 

experience of staying with a Malaysian 
family and going to school. School 
started at 7:00 am and finished at 
5:00pm – the school had its own 
observatory and I was able to take part 
in a Malaysian dance class.

I am 14 years old and it was my first 
time overseas without my family, I did 
not know any of the other Australian 
girls in the contingent until we met at 
Melbourne airport. At times, it was 
very challenging being in a completely 
different environment with people I   
did not really know – but thanks to the 
links we have through Guiding, it did 
not take long until I made friends from 
near and far.

Later this year, along with several 
other girls from Artarmon Guides, I 
will be attending another international 
Jamboree – this time in my home city! 

For more information please email: 
artarmonjuniorguides@gmail.com.

Artarmon Junior Girl Guides – Update                  
by Isla Cameron

Isla Cameron/ Photo Artarmon Girl Guides
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Development 
Applications –
Development 
applications are 
now determined by 
the Sydney North 
Planning Panel, the 
Willoughby Local 

Planning Panel or by Council Officers. 
Willoughby City Councillors are no 
longer involved in the determination 
of development applications as a 
result of State Government legislative 
changes which commenced on the 1st 
of March 2018. Public meetings of the 
Willoughby Local Planning Panel will 
generally be held on the last Tuesday of 
each month at 2.00 pm in the Council 
Chambers. Further information can be 
obtained on www.willoughby.nsw.gov.
au/Development.

Artarmon Parklands – 
Council has developed a draft Master 
Plan for Artarmon Parklands which 
include Artarmon Reserve and the 
former Artarmon Bowling Club site. 
This plan is based on the Landscape and 
Recreation Master Plan Design Brief 
which was developed from consultation 
undertaken in May/June 2017 and May/
June 2015. Some of the key actions from 
the draft Master Plan would include:
- A new community garden;
- Passive recreation areas;
- New exercise equipment;
- Upgraded and extended children’s 

play area;
- Improvements to the oval drainage 

and irrigation;
- Upgrades to park facilities;
- Improved access and connectivity;
- Improvements to parking.
The draft Master Plan is currently on 
exhibition and can be viewed online at 
Have Your Say.

East Artarmon Street Parking 
Scheme – 
Implementation of the 4P restricted 
parking in East Artarmon will 
commence in the next few months. 
It would include Cambridge, Coree, 
Raleigh, Drake, Hawkins, Elizabeth, 
Muttama, Artarmon, Tindale, Carlos, 
Weedon, Cameron, Harden, Pyrl, 
Cooney and Burra. It will only be 
introduced on one side of the road 

and will be monitored by Willoughby 
Council for the first two months. 
Further refinements are possible 
after observing parking demand and 
utilisation trends. Variable Message 
Signs will be installed on these streets 
to inform, alert and remind commuters 
of the new residential parking 
restrictions.

Waste Services – 
Following the announcement that 
China will now not accept Australia’s 
recycling material, Willoughby Council 
is in the process of considering methods 
to assist residents to better manage 
waste. The NSW Government has 
released a $47 million funding package 
to support local government and this 
will enable Willoughby Council to 
off-set some extra costs associated with 
kerbside recycling collections.
Please share with me your thoughts 
and I welcome feedback on any current 
issues.

– christine.tuon@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

2018/2019 
Budget – 
Since the election I 
have been working 
hard with council 
staff to ensure that 
projects and capital 
works that are so 

desperately needed in our precinct are 
prioritised. This is why I am so pleased 
to announce that more than $10m has 
been budgeted in this coming budget to 
improve our local community.

Most importantly for residents of 
Artarmon, more than $2.6m has been 
secured to upgrade our Artarmon 
Village (Hampden Road/Elizabeth 
Street). This was an issue that was 
central to my campaign during the 
last election, and I am thankful for the 
support of the community which has 
allowed me to deliver this win. These 
upgrades will support local businesses, 
pedestrians, movement and safety, 
creating a much more attractive and 
vibrant local centre. 

Talks have already begun with 
various community groups but we are 
seeking more feedback.  If you have 
any ideas, my contact details are below 

and I would love to hear your thoughts.
More than $500k has been earmarked 

for the Artarmon Bowling Club. While 
there is still significant community 
and stakeholder engagement that 
needs to occur before any final 
Council approval, this demonstrates 
the commitment of council to the 
implementation of site upgrades.

Finally, the Gore Hill Oval 
redevelopment continues with more 
than $6m budgeted to ensure we 
have recreational facilities that can 
handle the growing needs of our active 
community. Once complete, the sports 
fields, playgrounds, outdoor ball courts 
and gym will be better equipped 
to handle the growing demand for 
recreational space in our local area.

This money is in addition to our 
ongoing infrastructure renewal projects 
and council services. Since I was first 
elected, I have argued that strong fiscal 
accountability would be the cornerstone 
of being able to deliver community 
projects. So I am pleased that our  
strong financial performance, which 
has been able to make significant 
savings without sacrificing services, 
that has allowed us to start delivering 
these important community projects, 
and I look forward to delivering more 
in the future.

Residential Parking Scheme – 
Some residents will have already 
received notification that Willoughby 
Council is set to introduce a residential 
parking scheme for east Artarmon.  
This has been the subject of years of 
debate, and I am pleased that I have 
been able to finally deliver the first 
stage in this scheme. 

I wish to clarify a couple of 
important facts. Firstly, no one is 
suggesting that this scheme will be 
perfect from day one.  No amount of 
planning by Council staff will ever be 
a substitute for local knowledge, and 
we will continue to work with the local 
community to tweak this scheme and 
make it work.    

I know that there is significant 
concern about the number of parking 
permits that each house will get, and 
we will continue to work with the 
community so that we can provide the 
maximum number to each household 

Councillors’ feedback...feedback...



Artarmon GAZETTE Edition 82 – June 2018  11

that the area can accommodate 
(whether that be 2, 3, 4 or more).  

Secondly, streets that have not been 
included in the scheme at the moment 
will be actively monitored by Council 
staff to ensure that we are not just 
moving the problem a little bit further 
away. If we need to expand the area 
covered by the scheme to make it work, 
this will happen quickly. 

We will continue to work with local 
residents to make this a scheme that 
benefits everybody, and allows fair and 
equitable access to on-street parking 
for our residents. It is important that 
people who live in the area, can park 
in the area, and I will continue to work 
hard to make sure that this scheme does 
exactly that. 

– nic.wright@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Willoughby City 
Council Town 
Centre Strategy – 
The Council went 
out for consultation 
on three scenarios 
devised by 
consultants in 

January 2018. The numbers provided 
to Councillors on responses from the 
community for Naremburn shops were 
Naremburn 25 replies, (7 written 18 
Have Your Say) and for Artarmon 
37 (23 written and 14 have your say). 
Castlecrag had a response of 60, which 
was the highest in the City.

Each Town Centre had three 
scenarios, business as usual being the 
current zoning for Town Centres, a 
slight uplift in zoning and then a radical 
uplift proposal.  (Uplift means a change 
in zoning that brings greater density or 
activity).

Councillors have been informed 
that the Council officers position on 

the three scenarios will be returned 
to the Council for approval soon.  I 
doubt this due to the work involved 
and the shortage of strategic planners 
within the Council.  Unless further 
consultants are engaged, this makes the 
low community response to the issue of 
great concern.

Cessation of recycled exports to 
China – 
I have asked a series of question on 
notice in April about the impact of 
the cessation of exports of recycled 
waste into China from Australia. The 
General Manager, without qualification, 
informed the Councillors that there will 
not be any additional cost to ratepayers 
under the existing contract with the 
waste collector. 

Artarmon Kids Cottage Centre –
Council Officers seem to be moving 
towards altering the Development 
Application (DA) restrictions on 
the Kids Cottage in White Street 
Artarmon. Some residents may recall 
that when the Development Application 
approval was made some 16 years ago, 
there were restrictions placed on the 
after-hours usage of Kids Cottage to 
ensure the amenity of local residents 
was respected. A review has now 
been completed and the officers have 
formed the view that as Kids Cottage 
is a seven-minute walk from Artarmon 
Station, it would be a good place to 
centre community activities for people 
visiting Artarmon or for residents in 
Artarmon. 

When the limitations were placed on 
the use of Kids Cottage, Councillors 
made the final decision on the approval 
of the Development Application. A 
majority of Councillors of the then 
Council respected the wishes of 
the local residents and supported a 

compromise acceptable to them. Now 
in 2018, following the recent State 
Government changes, Councillors 
will have no involvement in any 
Development Application. 

Residents will need to remain alert 
for public consultation notifications 
in relation to any proposed changes in 
permitted use. I will take a minimum 
of 10 objections, with only one allowed 
per household, to have the matter 
referred to the Local Planning Panel 
for reconsideration. In the absence of 
10 objections, I would anticipate the 
decision would be made by a consultant 
taking into account whatever material 
was placed before them by Council.

Western Harbour Tunnel and 
Northern Beaches Link – 
Following coverage in the Metropolitan 
Press, Council saw a Mayoral Minute 
passed on the basis of that report.  The 
Mayor and the General Manager then 
saw the Premier about the issue.  There 
has been no report back to Council 
concerning the matter inspite of the 
Mayoral Minute seeking to make it a 
major community issue.

So I went to see the Premier because 
of the steady representations on the 
matter that I had been receiving. The 
Premier made it very clear to me that 
the project is in very early days of 
planning.  Once the planning reaches 
the point for community consultation 
there will be six months for community 
feedback.
– stuart.coppock@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Councillors’ feedback...feedback...

Willoughby City Council has had 
its draft master plan for Artarmon 
Parklands (incorporating Artarmon 
Reserve and the Artarmon Bowling 
Club land) out for public comment 
during March and April 2018. The 
master plan does not include any 
proposals for the old clubhouse 

building which is being considered 
separately by the Council.

The Council proposes to upgrade the 
Artarmon Oval, Playground facilities, 
the Norman Brooks Pavilion, parking, 
BBQ facilities, driveway access and 
pedestrian pathways and introduce a 
community garden.

The APA is generally in favour of 
the draft master plan and has made a 
few suggestions, including providing   
a new pedestrian and bike access route 
under the rail line between Artarmon 
Park in the west to Artarmon Oval in 
the east.

Artarmon Parklands Update  by Adrian Alexander 

Household Recycling
Willoughby residents can now donate 
unwanted household items using a free 
collection and rehoming service run by the 
Bower Reuse & Repair Centre. Contact 
9568 6280 or email reuse@bower.org.au.
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Willoughby Neighbourhood Watch        
Helping everyone feel safe and protected

What’s on in Artarmon

Picnic in the Park 2018
Sat 28 Jul at noon
Sat 27 Oct at 10am
Contact: Maz Berry 0432 115 744

Bush Care (3 Groups)
Artarmon Reserve
1st & 3rd Wednesday
2nd Thursday monthly
2nd Sunday monthly
9am–12 noon
Contact Council: 9777 7875

Artarmon District Tennis Club
Barton Road, Artarmon
Social tennis Saturday 1pm-10.30pm
Family orientated club 
Enquiries: 0417 664 447

Cleland Tennis Club
Barton Road, Artarmon
Enquiries: 9419 8844

Artarmon Junior Guides
Cleland Park, 
Barton Road, Artarmon
Contact Karen Pearson 0414 682 879 or 
email artarmonjuniorguides@gmail.com

Parkrun Willoughby 
Every Saturday 7.00am 
Artarmon Reserve Burra Road

Chinese Playgroup 
St Basil’s Church Hall 
6 Broughton Road 
Sessions: Thursday 10.00am–12 noon

Family Day Care
for children under 5 years  
Enquiries: 9777 7839

Play Session 
For children under 5 years
Wednesday during school term from 
10am-12pm
Artarmon Kids Cottage Community Centre
18 Broughton Road, Artarmon
Enquiries: 9777 7839

Good Beginnings Chinese Playgroup
Artarmon Kids Cottage Community Centre 
18 Broughton Road, Artarmon
Sessions: Thursday, 10am–12noon

Artarmon Book Club
Contact Artarmon Library
Enquiries: 9419 2849

If you have a not-for-profit 
organisation, ie; bridge club, 
walking group, etc which could be 
mentioned on this list please contact:       
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au

Willoughby Neighbourhood Watch 
are partnering with Chatswood Police 
with an online initiative focusing on 
anything relating to crime prevention 
and sharing tips to make Willoughby 
suburbs safer. Their aim is to provide 
a forum to share information and 
tools that enable Willoughby residents 
to live in an even better community, 
where we all feel safe and where 
people look out for each other. 

The website includes details on how 

to secure yourself, secure you home, 
secure your car and tips on looking  
out for your neighbours. You can 
obtain more information by visiting 
www.willoughbyneighbourhood
watch.com. Through the Willoughby 
Neighbourhood Watch facebook 
page you can also keep in touch 
and up to date with a group of 
likeminded community members. 
www.facebook.com/groups/
WilloughbyNeighbourhoodWatch.

ARTARMON PLUMBING PTY LTD
Renovations & Extensions  •  Blocked Drains Water Jet/CCTV

Gas & Water Service Repairs  •  All General Maintenance
Phone Peter : 0418 259 375   www.ArtarmonPlumbing.com

Taking back the night 
by Matthew Collins
Gig Buddies Sydney is an initiative 
of ACL Disability Services, a not-
for-profit assisted living disability 
provider funded in part by the National 
Disability Insurance Scheme. It is 
based in Chatswood. It aims to get as 
many people with a learning disability 
to lead full and active social lives.  
Gig Buddies’ mission statement 
is ‘promoting social inclusion and 
enabling people with learning 
disabilities to become an active part of 
Sydney’s live music and events scene’.  

The project pairs an adult with 
disability with a volunteer, both of 
whom sharing a mutual interest. 
Once paired, the new gig buddies go 
to events together sharing passions 
and increasing social circles and new 

opportunities. All volunteers are vetted 
and attend a day’s training. Matched 
up buddies usually catch up for around 
10 hours a month, attending 1 to 2 gigs 
together. A ‘gig’ can include music to 
musicals, footy to fishing, ice hockey to 
wake boarding, theatre to comedy and 
there are regulars attending the NRL.

Gig Buddies has just celebrated its 
third birthday and to date it has helped 
tackle social isolation with more than 
80 adults. Gig Buddies are always 
looking for more volunteers. If you, 
or someone you know, has a learning 
disability and you would like to bask 
in the live events scene that Sydney 
has to offer, give Gig Buddies Sydney 
a call on 02 9419 6951 or alternatively 
head to www.gigbuddiessydney.org. 
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Pedestrian crossing safety  By Adrian Alexander

Pedestrian safety has become a major 
issue in Artarmon with three main 
areas of concern to the Artarmon 
Progress Association (APA). The 
Pedestrian refuges in Hampden Road 
at the railway lift, in Brand Street and 
in Elizabeth Street.

The Hampden Road refuge at 
Broughton Road was constructed to 
coincide with the completion of the 
railway lift. The location has resulted 
in one school student being struck at 
the crossing and many near misses of 
children and adults. The main problem 
at this location is having two lanes 
heading south between the pedestrian 
lights and the refuge. Cars in the outer 
lane, either heading south or making 
a right hand turn into Broughton 
Road block the view of on-coming 
southbound traffic in the inner lane 
at the refuge. This is when incidents 
occur. Also, many drivers in the outer 
lane stop and signal pedestrians to 
cross, despite cars having right of 
way, with other drivers continuing in 
the inside lane resulting in many near 
misses. Pedestrians are also at fault.

In Brand Street, the pedestrian 
refuge is on the eastern side of the rail 
bridge near the entrance to Valetta 
Lane. From the south side of the 
street there is a clear view of traffic 
coming in both directions enabling 
safe crossings, but crossing from the 
north side of the street, the view of 
traffic coming from the Hampden 
Road roundabout is blocked by the rail 

bridge buttress making any crossing 
much more risky.

In Elizabeth Street at Wilkes 
Avenue, the pedestrian refuge is a 
problem, as there is a large number 
of ‘kiss and ride’ car drop-offs before 
and after this crossing as well as local 
traffic. Many pedestrian treat the 
refuge as a zebra crossing and just 
walk without stopping unaware that 
drivers have right of way through the 
refuge. Some drivers stop and wave 
pedestrians through but this adds 
to the confusion and understanding 
the legal rights of all parties at a 
pedestrian refuge.

The APA has written to the 
Willoughby City Council requesting to 
review of current pedestrian crossing 
arrangements in the three locations 

on safety grounds. If you have strong 
views in relation to any or all of the 
three pedestrian crossings mentioned 
in this article please email the Council 
at email@willoughby.nsw.gov.au. 

F T S  A D V I S O RY
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

We provide personalised taxation 
and business services including:

•   Preparation of Tax Returns
•   Preparation of Financial Statements
•   Bookkeeping
•   Tax Planning
•   Goods &  Services Tax (GST)
•   Budgeting & Financial Analysis

Helping you grow your business

HOW CAN WE HELP YOU?
Phone: (02) 9413 9336

www.FTSAdvisory.com.au

For fun or A.M.E.B. exams
Marian Martinez 

  Qualified and Experienced Teacher
mazza.martinez@hotmail.com  

0412 310 837

PIANO TUITION 
in your home

Hampden Road refuge / Photo credit

Artarmon Community 
Recycling Centre

The Community Recycling Centre (CRC) 
at 8 Waltham Street, Artarmon provides 
a free of charge waste drop-off service for 
household waste that cannot be disposed 
of via Council kerbside collections.

CRC’s will accept water-based and oil-
based paints, motor and other oils, car 
batteries, household batteries, gas bottles, 
fire extinguishers, florescent tubes, smoke 
detectors, television sets, computers and 
other ewaste. 

More information at www.epa.nsw.gov.au/
your-environment/recycling-and-reuse/house 
hold-recycling-overview/find-crcs-or-hcco.



14  Artarmon GAZETTE Edition 82 – June 2018

Value of our trees by Mollie Shelley                     
In the Artarmon Gazette of November 
2007 the APA Committee published 
a substantial article devoted to the 
value of our street trees. It pays 
particular attention to the mistakes 
and difficulties with plantings that 
have been made under low voltage 
power lines and near telephone posts. 
It comments on the fact that although 
power lines are installed by Energy 
Australia they remain the responsibility 
of Willoughby Council. Since then 
however, over the last ten years, there 
has been a significant change in the 
type and height of trees planted in    
our suburb. 

The 2007 article also reminds 
us of the benefits to our health and 
well-being. It refers to our street 
trees and to the vegetation in the 
Artarmon Reserve, both of which 
make a significant contribution to the 
Artarmon atmosphere. It has inspired 
a number of articles in the Gazette 
over subsequent years, the latest 
about four years ago. Since then there 
have been more changes to our street 
plantings including the Council’s 
restrictions on the type/height of 
plantings along footpaths. They have 
become very conscious of the costs 
and inconvenience caused by trees that 
have outgrown their allotted space and 
may be interfering with the supply of 
power to nearby houses.

On our nature strips we no longer 
plant natives like the Eucalypts and 
Brushbox, wonderful native trees 
that grew to heights that would result 
in their interfering with power and 
telephone lines.

 Flowering 
shrubs and small 
trees have become 
the norm on many 
of our footpaths 
although Jacarandas 
have been planted 
where space/height 
permits. Their 
purple flowering, 
one of the most 
beautiful, becomes 
a welcome addition 
to our November 
landscape and the 
carpet of flower 
petals as they 
fade is almost 
as beautiful. 
Crepe Myrtles 
(Lagerstroemia) 
are brightening the 
footpaths in mid 
to late summer. 
They respond well 
to pruning which 
can be done in 
mid winter, so they can be prevented 
from interfering with pedestrians. 
Callistemon (Bottlebrush) have also 
become more common as plantings 
beside footpaths. However, where  
there is space away from power lines, 
when you gaze across the Artarmon 
district landscape, it is reassuring to  
see that our suburb remains green. 
There are still many trees above 
the skyline, a suburb with a good 
atmosphere although so close to the 
busyness of the Chatswood business 
area.

A number of the Chatswood streets 
that we travel on our way to the Centre, 
perhaps for shopping or to talk to 
someone at the Council Chambers, are 
lined with tall trees. They make this 
part of that suburb a pleasure to drive 
along. Street trees like those create a 
completely different atmosphere. I’m 
thinking in particular of those beautiful 
trees lining Sydney Road.

Enjoy our trees, care for them when 
they are in your garden and on your 
nature strip. Be grateful for the good 
they bestow.

Wendy Bishop cartoon

Mollie Shelley Retirement – Gardening contributor required  by Adrian Alexander

Mollie Shelley was profiled in the 
December 2016 Artarmon Gazette.  
She has been a contributor to the 
Artarmon Gazette since December 
2000 and has rarely missed an edition 
since. Now in her 90th year, she has 
decided that it is time to retire from 
writing for the Artarmon Gazette.  

Mollie arrived in Artarmon over 30 
years ago and established her garden. 
She has been active in the Willoughby 
Historical Society and the Chatswood 
Garden Club. The Artarmon Progress 

Association has been very appreciative 
of her contribution to the success of 
the Artarmon Gazette and we wish her 
well for the future.

The Artarmon Gazette would like 
to continue with a gardening section 
and would appreciate a volunteer 
to take over Mollie’s role. If you 
are interested, please contact us at 
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au. 
The role requires submission of four 
contributions per annum.
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Sydney Metro Update by Peter Egan

The principal work is still construction 
and excavation of the dive structure to 
permit trucks to reach the tunnel portal 
site 23 metres below Mowbray Road 
level. The 30-metre wide portal (photo) 
gives plenty of space for tunnel boring 
machine (TBM) assembly. The TBM’s 
are scheduled to arrive, in parts, at the 
end of 2018, with assembly and testing 
early in 2019. Excavated material 
handing facilities are being installed. 

Metro works, visible to local 
residents, in the next few months 
include: a high voltage cable trench 
under Mowbray Road; three heavy 
vehicle driveways crossing the 
Mowbray Road footpath; traffic 
lights at the Hampden and Mowbray 
intersection; and completion of 
hoardings along the three street 
frontages. 

Ausgrid will lay new local service 
cables across the Mowbray Road 
bridge and along Orchard Road. The 
works include a large electrical kiosk 
in Gillam Street that will spoil the 
view of the neighbouring 2 Orchard 

Road heritage 
property. On the 
east side of the rail 
corridor, contractors 
using the Drake 
Street and Hopetoun 
Avenue access gates 
are preparing to 
widen the cutting, 
build stormwater 
detention ponds, and 
permanently slew the 
east track in 2019. 
On the west side of 
the rail corridor, the 
tunnel contractor will 
make a construction path 
between the Mowbray 
Road bridge and Brand Street in 
preparation to widen the cutting. The 
west track will be slewed in 2020, with 
a final slewing in 2021. 

New works support sites will be set 
up at Cleland Rd (extension), Drake 
St, Valetta Lane and the old library at 
2 Elizabeth St. Artarmon substation 
works will commence in August. The 

33 kV cable project (part of the North 
West Metro), has seen the installation 
of cables and the backfilling of the 
open-top cable installation pits along 
the route except for the connections 
at each end. Road restoration is 
the responsibility of Council at the 
expense of the contractor. Timing of 
the restoration is subject to mutual 
agreement of the parties.

Sydney Metro dive structure excavation and construction – 
30-metre Portal wall (centre), Mowbray House (rear), 

Mowbray Road boundary fence (left) /Photo Peter Egan
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