
Edition 81
March 2018

s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  A r t a r m o n  c o m m u n i t y  s p i r i t

w w w. ar t armonprog re s s .org . au

In November 2017, the new owner of 
the Channel 9 site, LEPC9 Pty Ltd, 
applied to modify the site’s approved 
development concept plan. The 
community responded to this latest 
application and lodged 440 submissions 
objecting to the proposed changes. This 
latest episode in the Channel 9 site 
saga highlights underlying issues with 
NSW’s  planning regime.

LEPC9 has sought a 50% increase to 
the development’s maximum building 
height, from 8 to 12 storeys, and a 25% 
increase in apartment numbers, from 
400 to 495 units. The proposed changes 
are extensive, they are not minor 
modifications but propose significant 
increases to the development’s height 
and density. It is questionable whether 
they are ‘modifications’ or a completely 
new concept plan. It is inappropriate 
that the current planning rules allow 
major changes to be considered and 
assessed as a ‘modification’ rather than 
as a new development.

This latest application follows an 
earlier application lodged by LEPC9 in 
July 2016 to modify the court approved 
plan. This earlier application proposes 
a different concept plan to the latest 
proposal and remains active in the 
assessment process. This means that 
LEPC9 has two separate modification 
processes underway at the same time. 
It appears that should one of these 
modifications fail, they may be able to 
rely on the other. The planning rules 
should not allow developers to run 
multiple applications for the same site. 
By allowing this practice developers 
are able to ‘hedge their bets’.

In 2014 the Land & Environment 
Court and the NSW Planning 
Assessment Commission set a 
maximum limit of 400 apartments and 

8 storey tower height for the site. The 
developer’s new proposal for increased 
density is being assessed by the NSW 
Department of Planning and will not 
be heard by the Land & Environment 
Court, or any court. 

This is at odds with the normal 
judicial principle that a court’s decision 
stands unless it is appealed and 
reconsidered by that court or a higher 
court. This principle does not appear to 
apply to NSW Department of Planning. 
This situation weakens the NSW 
planning process and the authority of 
the Land & Environment Court.

The community was given just 30 
days to make submissions on this latest 
application. The public lodged 400 
submissions objecting to the proposed 
modifications with many noting the:
• lack of public benefit to justify the 

increased apartment numbers;
• absence of community consultation 

regarding the proposed modifications;
• aggressive visual impact from the 

50% increase in building heights 
and reduced Artarmon Road 
building set back; and

• increased traffic congestion caused 
by the changed road and traffic 
arrangements.

The next step in this process is for 
LEPC9 to make a response to the 
NSW Department of Planning on the 
issues raised in the public submissions. 
The NSW Department of Planning  
will then assess the modification 
and make a recommendation for 
consideration the NSW Planning 
Assessment Commission. 

Public Information Meeting – 21 March 2018

Channel 9, the saga continues                                                                                                                 
by Peter Wilton
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GAZETTE Editorial

Public Information Meeting – 21 March 2018 
– Artarmon Parking Strategy
The Artarmon Gazette December 2017 edition article on the Willoughby City 
Council’s proposed parking strategy for east Artarmon resulted in receiving 
both negative and positive responses to the Council’s proposal to delay the 
implementation of their proposed solution the parking issues.

The APA has arranged a Public Information Meeting to be held on 21 March 
2018 in the Artarmon Library Community Hall at 139 Artarmon Road to discuss 
the council’s parking proposals. A Council Officer will speak and will outline 
Council’s proposal for east Artarmon.

The APA encourages residents not directly affected by the proposed scheme to 
attend this meeting as changes to parking arrangements in one part of Artarmon 
will most likely flow onto elsewhere in the suburb.

Artarmon GAZETTE Edition 81 – March 2018

Burra Road’s legendary cat Dougie stimulated a lot of sympathy for his owners 
the King Family. The family has responded with a thank you note on page 6.

The new year has ushered in another period of change for Artarmon. Artarmon 
Public School has its new classrooms and construction works underway for its 
new hall. The school is looking forward to the completion of its new facilities by 
the end of 2018.

Sydney Metro, Sydney Trains, Beaches Tunnel and the Artarmon Parklands 
(including the Artarmon Bowling Club and Artarmon Reserve) are all matters 
which the APA are following closely.

Willoughby City Council (WCC) is proceeding with its review of the 
Willoughby Local Environmental and Development Control Plans (WLEP and 
WDCP) which involves Local Centres (including Artarmon Village), Employment 
Areas and zonings for future housing. The review of the WLEP and WDCP will 
affect Artarmon and Gore Hill in many ways. We have endeavoured to provide an 
overview of proceedings to date and of things to come on page 13.

The WCC Artarmon Parking Strategy for the east side is still a work-in-progress 
– see page 7. The APA has arranged a Public Information Meeting on the subject 
for Wednesday 21 March 2018 – see below.

There is very little to report on the Beaches Tunnel at this stage. Geo-technical 
work is being undertaken to establish the actual route for the tunnels. The APA’s 
main concern relates to the impact on traffic flowing through the Artarmon 
Village and the suburb in general. We will be seeking to have additional on and 
off ramps to the Gore Hill Freeway constructed between North Sydney and the 
Lane Cove Tunnel to help direct traffic away from Artarmon.

APA Public Information Meeting

Briefing on Artarmon Parking Strategy
Wednesday 21 March 2018

Council Officer
 Willoughby City Council

7.45pm – 9.00pm
Artarmon Library Community Hall

139 Artarmon Rd, Artarmon
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The Christmas 
rush was 
exacerbated 
last year when 
the owners of 
the Channel 
9 site lodged 
their latest 
application to 
modify the site’s 
development 

plan. On 16 November 2017, the 
application went on public exhibition 
and started a 30 day period in which 
public comments could be made.

It was gratifying to see the broader 
community spring into action. The 
APA worked with the Willoughby 
South and Naremburn Progress 
Associations to broadcast the 
issues associated with the proposed 
modification. At short notice, we held 
a public meeting that was attended by 
over 100 concerned residents. Together 
we spread the plea for comments to be 
lodged regarding the modification. 

The community responded 
wonderfully with 440 submissions 

lodged objecting to the changes. This 
is a fantastic response at such a busy 
time of year. It has sent a powerful 
message to the NSW Department 
of Planning that the community is 
concerned about the extent of the 
proposed changes.

This experience highlights another 
issue with the NSW planning process. 
The public has a strict 30 day limit 
from the date of public exhibition to 
respond to a development proposal. 
However, a developer can choose 
the timing of their application to suit 
their own objectives and have no time 
limit in which to respond to issues 
raised. This disparity strengthens a 
developer’s position and weakens the 
public’s ability to respond.

I had the opportunity to meet      
with Gladys Berejiklian, the Premier 
and local member for Willoughby, 
to discuss this matter. She supports 
the community’s stance and has 
made representations to the Minister 
for Planning regarding many of the   
issues involved.

Willoughby City Council lodged      

a lengthy submission objecting to      
the proposed modifications and raised 
similar concerns to those expressed    
by the broader community. 

I received many emails regarding 
the Artarmon east parking scheme 
article in the last Artarmon Gazette. 
The emails showed a variety of views. 
Many supported the APA’s position 
whilst some did not, others thought 
the parking strategy should cover 
more streets and some wanted broader 
solutions to the underlying transport 
problem. These emails showed that 
there is a high level of interest in this 
issue. Given this, the APA is holding 
a public meeting on Wednesday 21 
March 2018 where a Council Officer 
from Willoughby City Council will 
explain the proposed parking strategy.  

The APA is only as strong as its 
membership base. Membership is free 
and is open to all Artarmon residents. 
We welcome you to join us. 

To join, simply email your name 
and address to membership@
artarmonprogress.org.au. We look 
forward to hearing from you.

A Note from the President by Peter Wilton

There has been little action over the 
past few months on plans for the 
Artarmon Parklands which include the 
Artarmon Reserve and the Bowling 
Club land.

The Council is now preparing 
a Masterplan for the Artarmon 
Parklands which will be put out for 

consultation in due course. Any 
upgrade of the clubhouse will be 
included in the Master Plan.

The Beaches Link Scoping Report 
notes that the Artarmon Reserve may 
be used as a compound for the Project. 
The APA will monitor this proposal  
to ensure that local amenity is not 

lost to the community during the 
construction period.

As reported under News in        
Brief on page 6 a new stormwater  
harvesting system has been      
installed to provide irrigation to       
the Artarmon Oval.

Artarmon Parklands Update  by Adrian Alexander 

Join in a community picnic 
in Cleland Park on 

Saturday 28 April 2018 
at 10.00 am. 

Please bring a plate to share 
and your own drinks. 

No need to RSVP. 
The picnic will be cancelled if raining. 

For more information  
call Maz on 0432 115 744.

Community
Picnic 

in Cleland Park                     

The APA is need of a volunteer 
to take on the role of Editor 

of the Artarmon Gazette. 
It is published quarterly. 

If you are interested please 
contact the President on 

pres@artarmonprogress.org.au or
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au 

or telephone Adrian on 
0401 644 052

Editor

The APA is in need of additional 
volunteers to help with the delivery

 of the Artarmon Gazette. 
We are keen to reduce the workload 
of some of our existing volunteers. 

The Artarmon Gazette is delivered 
to every residence and business in 

Artarmon and Gore Hill.

If you can help, please contact us at 
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au. 

Volunteer 
Artarmon Gazette 
deliverers needed                     
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School provides a new resting place for a couple
of camels  
by Jane Rowley

Large sash windows dominate the 
principal’s office at Artarmon Public 
School. The view: a huddle of aged 
demountable classrooms clinging to 
the perimeter of an uneven flow of 
bitumen rising to a mound where a 
faded red toilet block squats. For the 
duration of her tenure, Louise Green 
has lobbied, argued and cajoled; 
willing that view to transform. 

And finally it has. The old has    
been decommissioned and through 
the rippling twentieth century panes 
the view is now of a twenty first 
century glass, metal and brick building 
standing sentry at the edge of an open 
playground space with a precise row 
of designer trees standing to attention. 
The building’s walls wear an insignia 
of learning; inspirational words from 
leaders and authors etched in white   
on black panels. 

The overriding impression is a   
place of confident, progressive learning 
and Louise could not be happier. 
“We’re delighted with the new spaces, 
both inside and out. At the end of the 
top two floors in the new building 
we have a massive open area which 
we can use for a number of different 
purposes; choir, dance, group learning, 
body balance, all sorts of activities 
which gives us excellent flexibility,” 
said Louise. 

And during 2018 there is more 
to come. Excavation has already 
started on the site of the new school 
hall which will straddle the space 
between the McMillan and Abbott 
Road campuses. While the building 
work continues the staff and students 
of APS have adapted to the constant 
demands of construction and are 
working around any inconveniences. 
Meanwhile, library staff are to 
preparing for the opening of the new 
library. It will be the third iteration    
of the APS library.

The library and the camels
The build of the first library was 
funded in a most unusual way. In 
September 1985, the then principal of 
APS, Lance Richardson, discovered 

a painting under the stairs in the 
original part of the McMillan Road 
building. The oil and enamel art work 
depicted two camels chewing the cud 
in the Australian desert and its frame 
was home to a plaque which bore 
the inscription “To Artarmon with 
appreciation from the Nolan’s. 1953.” 

After some investigation and an 
authentication by experts at the Art 
Gallery of NSW, it was revealed that 
Sidney Nolan’s step-daughter, Jinx 
Nolan had attended APS for a number 
of years and the family had donated 
the painting to the school. 

In the late 1960’s, the principal at the 
time, Harold Nicholson, considered the 
painting too valuable to have on display 
so he put the picture into storage under 
the stairs but left no record of where 
it was stored. As the years past, it was 
forgotten only to be re-discovered most 
fortuitously when the school was in 
dire need of a library. 

Titled ‘Camels in the Desert’, 
the Nolan painting was discovered 
with another painting, ‘The Road to 
Carlingford’ painted by the equally 
famous Australian artist, Lloyd Rees. 
This painting had also been donated 
to the school. Rees’s son Alan had 
attended APS in 1945 and 1946. Both 
paintings were sold through Sotheby’s 
in 1986. ‘Camels in the Desert’ fetched 
$20,900 in 1985, over $59,000 in 
today’s money. The painting is now a 
part of the National Australia Bank art 
collection and hangs near the office of 
the Group Chief Executive Officer. 

In honour of the artists and their 
donation, the library was named the 
Rees-Nolan Library and remained the 
school library until it was moved after 
the 2010 centenary of the school. Now 
that APS has a brand new library Ian 
Dyson, parent and volunteer member 
of the project reference group for the 
master plan of APS, has secured a 
reproduction of the Nolan painting 
which will be hung in the new library 
along with the dedication plaque for 
the original school library ensuring 
that while APS forges into the future  
it will not forget its past. 

Louise Green and Ian Dyson with reproduction of Sidney Nolan ‘Camels in the Desert’ / Photo APS

Artarmon Public School 
is looking for Volunteer 

Ethics Teachers
The Artarmon Public School 

urgently needs volunteer 
Ethics Teachers. 

All training, curriculum and 
support are provided. 

It is a rewarding volunteer role 
that only involves one hour or so 

per week but has a big impact 
on our students.

The role supports children to 
develop the skills they need to 

voice their opinions, consider the 
ideas of others and make evidence-

based, reasoned decisions.
If you are interested, please apply 

at www.primaryethics.com.au/
volunteer or to find out more 

contact niklawless@gmail.com
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Artarmon Street Names – Part 6
Thomas Broughton 1810-1901, Gentleman                   
by Adrian Alexander

Few people have had a greater 
influence on the development of 
Artarmon and Gore Hill than Thomas 
Broughton. He was a wheeler dealer, 
opportunist, money lender, litigant, 
merchant, alderman & Mayor 
of Sydney, NSW politician, land 
developer, sheep grazier and importer 
of breeding stock. Thomas Broughton 
was born at Windsor on 20 August 
1810, a ‘currency lad’.

Thomas Broughton Snr (1779 – 
1815) a bookbinder and convict with 
a life sentence, arrived in Australia 
in 1799 on the Hillsborough. Mary 
Stafford (1784-1845) his mother, a 
convict with a seven year sentence, 
arrived in Australia on the Speke in 
1808. Thomas Snr and Mary did not 
marry, however both were involved 
in Broughton’s life. Mary was 
subsequently murdered in King Street 
Sydney in 1845. 

Aged 9 (1819) Broughton was 
admitted to an orphanage at Bringelly, 
where he received basic education 
and industrial training.  At 16, he was 
apprenticed to a tailor, Mr John Wood, 
in Hunter Street Sydney. In 1833, 
aged 22, Broughton opened his own 
tailoring business in George Street.

Broughton married 15 year old Jane 
Tindale in 1838. They had 15 children 
(8 sons and 7 daughters) born between 

1840 and 1866, with four children 
dying in infancy.

Broughton was Sydney City 
Councillor for 9 years (1842-1851), 
including acting as Mayor for one year 
in 1847. He was appointed a Justice of 
the Peace/Magistrate in 1844. 

NSW was given self-government on 
6 June 1856. Broughton was elected 
as one of the first members of NSW 
Legislative Assembly in 1859. The 
parliament was dissolved in 1860 and 
Broughton again stood for election but 
was not successful.

In 1836, the Government began 
issuing Pastoral Licences to occupy 
lands west of the Great Dividing 
Range. Broughton acquired Muttama 
sheep grazing run in about 1843 and 
later Gundagai station which were 
both located between Gundagai and 
Cootamundra along the Murrumbidgee 
River, NSW. They had a combined 
area of 156,160 acres (63,196 hectares). 
At the time of Broughton’s death 
in 1901 he only owned Muttama 
Station which was about 35,000 acres 
(14,100 hectares) carrying  32,600 
sheep, 647 cattle and 71 horses. He 
was a ‘Pitt Street Farmer’, visiting 
his rural properties on an irregular 
basis, leaving the management to 
managers. Gold was found in 1858 
on Broughton’s Muttama Station, and 

the miner’s camp became known as 
Muttama Reef and later the village of 
Muttama.

Thomas Broughton first became 
involved in Artarmon and adjoining 
suburbs in 1852 when he lent James 
Naimby Shuttleworth £2000 ($4,000) 
against a mortgage over 910 acres 
of the Artarmon Estate. In 1855, 
Broughton bought the whole of 
the insolvent Shuttleworth Estate, 
including the Artarmon Estate and 
other properties, from the Official 
Assignee for £25 ($50) and subject     
to his own mortgage. The titles to all 
of the Artarmon Estate properties  
were transferred into Broughton’s 
name in 1861. 

From 1868 until 1898 the Broughton 
family resided at Bradley Hall 

Thomas Broughton/ NSW Parliamentary 
Archives /http://www.sydneyaldermen.com.au/

alderman/thomas-broughton/

Fitness Classes
For Young Women Over 50

Mon, Wed & Fri @ 6.45am
Former Artarmon Bowling Club: 1A Burra Road

Call Anna on: 0402 966 801
For Your FREE Trial Class

www.SquareBoxFitness.com

...continued on page 6
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News in Brief  News in Brief  News in Brief
By Adrian Alexander

The passing of Dougie the cat
The APA has been inundated with 
comments in respect to our December 
2017 edition article on the passing of 
Dougie the Cat. Dougie’s owners, the 
King Family, wrote to us requesting 
that we publish  their letter:
The King family would like to thank 
everyone who has passed on their 
condolences about the passing of our cat, 
Dougie. We received visitors to our front 
door, cards, letters and photographs from 
people who knew and were affected by 
Dougie’s passing. I believe the news even 
went to Europe and we have also heard 
about a lot of children who were left in 
tears when they heard. We appreciate all 
the kind words, we never knew Dougie  
was so renowned. He is sorely missed,  
an amazing cat who ‘did it his way’.

Stormwater harvesting system 
installed
Willoughby City Council has installed 
a new, state-of-the-art stormwater 
harvesting and reuse system for use 
in irrigating the sports oval in the 
Artarmon Reserve. This system will 
save an estimated  $10,000 annually.

The system harvests stormwater 
water from Flat Rock Creek, to the 
south of the Artarmon Reserve. The 
water is treated and pumped to and 
mixed with existing potable water 
supply before watering the Artarmon 
Oval at night.

Gore Hill Park redevelopment starts
Federal Member for North Sydney, 
Trent Zimmerman MP and Willoughby 
Mayor Gail Giles-Gidney turned the 
sod to mark the start of construction 
of the Gore Hill Park redevelopment in 
late November 2017. 
The initial $10.5 million stage 
funded jointly by the Commonwealth 
Government and the Willoughby City 
Council will include:
• Re-aligning the existing oval and 

installing a synthetic surface with 
cricket wicket

• The construction of a regional 
playground, associated outdoor ball 
courts and outdoor gym

• Construction of a perimeter walking 
track

• Public domain works to facilitate  

access and public spaces
• The installation of an on-site 

stormwater detention system
• The construction of a modular 

building including pavilion, change 
rooms and toilet facilities

• Upgrade and re-align the southern     
car park

Stage 1 is expected to be completed 
by the end of 2018.

Restoration of road surface 
No action to complete installation of  
the 33 KV power lines from Chatswood 
to Campbell Street Artarmon seems to 
be planned any time soon. 

The APA is concerned that until 
the installation of planned pits at 
various places along the route and 
the installation of the cable into the 
conduits there will be no effort to 
restore the road surfaces affected. 
The busy parts of the route such as 
Brand Street, Hampden Road, Barton 
Road, Reserve Road, Dickson Ave and 
Clarendon Street will continue to be a 
problem for motorists. We shall keep     
you informed of progress.

Thomas Broughton, Gentleman ...continued from page 5

Glenmore Road, Paddington on 
about 4 hectares, before moving 
to Haslemere at Glebe Point, and 
subdividing the Paddington land.

Broughton died in 1901 aged 91 
years, his wife Jane died in 1909 aged 
86. At the time of his death Broughton 
owned land in Botany, Paddington, 
Mittagong, Muttama Station, 
Artarmon, Lane Cove, Greenwich, 
Naremburn and Surry Hills. Probate 
showed he had assets of £145,000, 

debts of £110,000 net assets of £45,000, 
the latter equivalent to about $6.6m in 
today’s dollars. 

The Broughton Legacy
Thomas Broughton’s legacy was his 
vision to become involved in rural 
production in the Gundagai region in 
the early 1840’s and his purchase of 
all the assets of the insolvent estate of 
JN Shuttleworth in 1855. This enabled 
Broughton to build a rural business 

and a large property portfolio over 
many years. This vision enabled his 
family and his business partners to 
benefit financially through to 1922   
and beyond. 

Thomas Broughton lived through 
good and bad times during his 91 
years. He seemed to have found a 
way to survive and thrive without the 
problems of insolvency experienced by 
many of his property investing peers  
in the 19th century.

When clearing out family homes 
after senior members leave after 
many decades there is usually little 
consideration given to the thoughtful 
disposal of information collected over 
many years relating to the suburb or 
the local organisations to which they 
have belonged.

The APA’s Artarmon History Project 
is interested in any memorabilia 
relating to activities that occurred 
in Artarmon and Gore Hill. This 
can take the form of photographs, 
school booklets, Federation Jubilee 

Celebration programmes, scout and 
girl guides annual reports, APA 
Annual Reports, newspaper clippings 
on events held here. 

Sometimes it is the background 
in photographs that interest us more 
than the people within it. We also 
are interested in collections of the 
Artarmon Gazette. The APA is happy 
to scan and hand back any material 
that families wish to share with us.

The APA recently was pleased to 
be able to scan an original copy of an 
Artarmon Programme relating to the 

Jubilee Celebrations for the Federation 
of Australia held in 1951. The School 
and local residents participated in 
Artarmon activities which included 
billy cart races.

Memorabilia helps us to build a 
picture of life in the area over an 
extended period and the influences and 
experiences that have made Artarmon 
what it is today. 

If you wish to share information 
with us please contact us at history@
artarmonprogress.org.au  or telephone 
Adrian on 0401 644 052.

Request for Artarmon Memorabilia
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Happy New Year from Artarmon 
Village Inc. Best wishes for 2018 to 
you and your families and, on behalf of 
our members, thank you again for your 
support through 2017.

A big welcome to Gelatissimo 
Artarmon. It had its opening in  
Wilkes Avenue in December 2017. 
Their ice-cream is delicious and they 
are open to 10pm seven days a week. 
I can highly recommend a post-dinner 
stroll for dessert.

Many people have been commenting 
on the bright flowers in the boxes 
along Hampden Road. Thank you to 
the mystery man who is supplying and 
planting them and to the businesses 
(and residents) who have taken 
responsibility for watering them. They 
look fantastic and it reminds us that 
people really like our shopping village.

It looks like the Greater Sydney 

Commission’s rulings will turn 
Artarmon into a developer’s paradise 
in the not too distant future. Hampden 
Road shops, in particular, need an 
overhaul and there is a big chance that 
older buildings will be demolished 
and replaced by combinations of 
retail, parking, office and residential 
infrastructure. 

Now is the time for residents to 
join Artarmon Progress Association 
(membership@artarmonprogress.
org.au) and for businesses to 
join Artarmon Village Inc.
(artarmonvillage@gmail.com) to 
improve our control of the changes 
about to descend on our suburb.

In 2018 Artarmon Village Inc. 
remains committed to lobbying for:
• Public toilets that are clean, 

accessible, inclusive and are   
always open.

• Furniture/lighting upgrade for 
Wilkes Ave. There is a real buzz 
there in the evenings and we want  
it to reach its potential.

• Review of parking conditions 
in Hampden Road - shoppers/
residents are being parked out 
on the weekends by people using 
our suburb as a free train station 
car park. Businesses in the block 
between Francis and Broughton 
Roads are also suffering because 
there is almost no parking along   
its length on either side of the road.

The AVI committee is keen to   
make our Facebook page really work 
for the suburb. Please “like” the page  
@artarmonvillage and do not hesitate 
to suggest desirable content. 

Artarmon Village Inc. Report  
by Nick Logan, President 

Artarmon Musculoskeletal & Laser Physiotherapy
Suite 6 • 110 Hampden Road • Artarmon   PH: 9419 3404   FAX: 9419 2880

For over twenty five years 
Physiotherapist Ann Liebert
has run her practice in 
Artarmon specialising in:

•  Headaches
•  Back Pain
•  Musculoskeletal Pain
•  Laser Physiotherapy
•  Sports Injuries
•  Occupational-related Pain

ANN LIEBERT
Physiotherapist

East Artarmon parking being reconsidered by Peter Wilton

Willoughby City Council’s Traffic 
Committee will reconsider their 
recommendation to postpone the 
implementation of the east Artarmon 
parking strategy. 

The Traffic Committee at their 
October 2017 meeting recommended 
that Council postpone the 
implementation of the proposed east 
Artarmon Parking Strategy for 12 
months because of the mixed survey 

results it received from residents.
Since then Council has conducted 

further analysis of the community 
feedback and found there was strong 
support for the proposed strategy   
from residents in all of the streets 
affected by it.

Artarmon is the only suburb with a 
rail station between Chatswood and 
the Sydney CBD that does not have 
a resident parking scheme aimed 

at minimising commuter parking. 
East Artarmon’s unrestricted streets 
provide a free parking solution to 
many commuters who live elsewhere. 
This causes disruption to Artarmon 
residents in affected streets and 
increases the number of cars that travel 
through Artarmon each day. The APA 
supports the proposed east Artarmon 
parking strategy.
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Green Bottles by Alethea Morison

“Return and Earn” took off on 1 
December last year, with the first 200 
of some 500 container collection points 
opening around NSW. Drink containers 
make up almost half the volume of 
total litter in NSW, with more than 160 
million littered across the state each 
year. Under this new litter reduction 
initiative, a 10 cent refund can be 
claimed on eligible containers. 

Check the label. Most drink 
containers between 150ml and three 
litres are eligible for refunds. Glass and 
plastic bottles, aluminium and steel 
cans and some cartons are included in 
the Container Deposit Scheme (CDS), 
as long as they are empty, uncrushed 
and still have their label intact.

Research shows that wine and 
spirits are more often consumed at 
home with bottles ending up in home 
recycling bins rather than as litter, so 

they are not included. The CDS aims 
to complement, not compete with, 
existing recycling programs.

Container collection points include 
reverse vending machines; over-the-
counter sites such as cafes, small 
grocers and newsagencies; and 
automated depots for high volume 
returns. Broadly, the CDS allows 
for refunds to be received as cash, 
digital payment, in-store credit or, at 
machines only, a charity donation. 

People returning containers at 
reverse vending machines can elect 
to support a charity and donate their 
refunds to: the Cancer Council, St 
Vincent de Paul, Surf Life Saving 
NSW or Planet Ark. Charities, 
community and sporting groups, 
schools, and other not-for-profit 
organisations can register interest 
to become a donation partner on the 

Return and Earn website. 
In Artarmon, our collection point 

is the Evergreen Fruit Market on 
Hampden Road opposite the station. 
Containers can be handed in from 
Monday to Saturday (not Sunday) 
during opening hours. Refunds are 
available in cash or as a discount on 
the cost of your groceries. Alcohol and 
milk containers cannot be returned 
there, if in doubt, ask them. 

Our nearest reverse vending 
machines currently are in Mosman at 
the Taronga Zoo car park (outside the 
main entrance) and at Woolworths, 
Marsfield. 

The CDS means drinks may cost a 
few cents more but the extra can be 
recouped by returning the bottles for a 
refund. At the same time as “making a 
bob”, we’re helping prevent litter from 
entering our landscapes and waterways 
and capturing resources for re-use.

Despite some teething issues, the 
CDS has launched strongly, with 80 
million containers collected in its 
first 10 weeks. 

More information is available          
at www.returnandearn.org.au

At Mind Heart Body Centre we believe in a holistic approach to treating and preventing pain. 
Our range of services aims to address factors such as, physical, mental, emotional and social stressors 

that may be contributing to your problem, to help you achieve optimum health and happiness.

Suite 3, First floor, 92 Hampden Road, Artarmon NSW 2064
Phone (02) 8068 4696  •  Fax (02) 8068 4768  •  admin@mindheartbodycentre.com.au      

www.mindheartbodycentre.com.au

Mind Heart Body Centre

Specialising in: 
• Back, neck, shoulder pain
• Sporting / Dance Injuries

• Women’s Health
• Pre and postnatal care
• Exercise rehabilitation
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Service is about doing your bit to 
make the world a better place. An 
important part of the Girl Guide 
syllabus, is to carry out service projects 
to support   the local, national and 
global Community. We provide a safe 
space for girls to grow into confident, 
self-respecting and responsible young 
women, who are active members of 
their Community.

Recently Artarmon Junior Girl Guides 
had the honour of taking part in the 
Willoughby Australia Day Ceremony 
assisting the Mayor and the Premier 
to hand out flowers, certificates and 
awards to new Citizens and Award 
winners. It’s an annual service event  
the girls love participating in.

Australia wide, Girl Guides take    
part in Clean Up Australia Day;   
making breast care bags to donate   
post-operatively to breast cancer 
survivors; sewing trauma teddies for  
the NSW Ambulance Service; baking    
tasty goodies for hungry fire fighters 

and collecting clothing 
from City2Surf to donate 
to the Smith Family, to 
name just a few.

Artarmon Junior Girl 
Guides meet once a 
week during term time 
to do indoor and outdoor 
activities; cooking; 
craft; singing; playing 
adventure games; 
acting in plays; working  
towards badges, awards 
and challenges; and 
choosing and running 
their own activities with 
their Leader’s help. 
There may be indoor or 
outdoor camps or special activities to  
go to with their Unit – a trip to the zoo, 
a bushwalk or an adventure park.

By being part of a global movement 
(the World Association of Girl Guides 
and Girl Scouts) we have access to 
cutting-edge, contemporary projects 

with a focus on leadership and creating 
opportunities so “all girls are valued and 
can take action to change the world”. 
There are 10 million Girl Guides and 
Girl Scouts in 145 countries.

For more information please email: 
artarmonjuniorguides@gmail.com

Artarmon Junior Girl Guides – It’s an honour to be of Service                  
by Sarah Dixon and Lora Chen, Artarmon Junior Girl Guide Volunteer Leaders 

EVERY HOME HAS A STORY
We’ve been helping homeowners and landlords tell theirs for over 25 years in Artarmon.

BOOK A FREE PROPERTY APPRAISAL

info@marriottlane.com.au | 61 Alexander Street, Crows Nest NSW 2065 | www.marriottlane.com.au | 9906 2300

Caption required /Photo
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Happy Lunar 
New Year!!!
This year is the 
year of dog, and 
according to 
Chinese tradition 
the loyal, honest 
and kind nature of 

dogs will bring us many achievements 
and a year of results.

Artarmon Local Centre 
Strategy Review  –  The Willoughby 
City Council’s “Have your Say” 
initiatives on local shopping districts 
have been in full swing. Community 
feedback was invited for seven key 
centres including Artarmon and drop in 
sessions were organised to provide the 
opportunity to meet with Willoughby 
Council staff and discuss planning 
concepts for Artarmon shopping area. 
Good feedback was received from 
local residents and it is pleasing to see 
community engagement on the subject. 
Council officers will now review the 
feedback and prepare a draft Local 
Centres Strategy for consideration by 
councillors later in 2018. An interim 
consultation stage was undertaken 
between the 18 November 2017 and the 
31 January 2018 to explore urban design 
and growth scenarios for Artarmon.

Channel 9 Redevelopment – 
Willoughby City Council has objected 
to the Channel 9 site modification 
application for the approved 400 
dwellings to be increased to 495 
dwellings and reasons for objections 
include increased density, traffic, 

insufficient public benefit achieved 
and height and scale relative to the 
surrounding low density residential 
areas, including heritage conservation 
areas.

Artarmon Bowling Club 
Redevelopment  –  Council is 
currently compiling a draft Master 
Plan for the grounds of the former 
Artarmon Bowling Club site. The 
Master Plan will incorporate recreation 
recommendations from the community 
consultation completed in May/June 
2017. Additionally a further report   
will examine the future of the former 
club house with an emphasis on 
knowing community needs in the 
Artarmon area. 

Willoughby Local Planning Panel – 
After the 1 March 2018, elected 
councillors will no longer have a role 
in the determination of Development 
Applications as it will be replaced 
with Willoughby Local Planning Panel 
formerly known as IHAP (Independent 
Hearing Assessment Panel). The 
Panel is made up of chairperson, 
two appointed experts and one 
community representative. It will be the 
determining authority for:
• Developments of construction value 

between $5m and $30m;
• Developments with variation of 

development standard >10%;
• Developments with more than 10 

objections;
• Council or Councillor applications;
• Demolition of Heritage Item; and
• Residential Flat Building of 3 

or more storeys with 4 or more 
dwellings.

Boat Trailer Parking and 
Compliance  –  At its meeting on the 
22 May 2017, Willoughby Council 
endorsed new powers relating to boat 
trailer parking throughout Willoughby 
City Council. The new powers are 
intended to discourage the nuisance 
caused by the long-term parking of 
unattended registered boat trailers 
on public roads. Under the new powers, 
nuisance boat trailers may be required 
to move at least every 28 days and must 
move at least one street block.

Please share with me your thoughts 
and I welcome feedback on any current 
issues.

– christine.tuon@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Development 
Applications  –
In a major shift 
for development 
assessments, the 
State government 
has introduced 
mandatory 

Independent Local Hearing and 
Assessment Panel (IHAPs) to all 
councils in NSW. These panels 
will now make decisions on 
development applications. From 1 
March, development applications and 
applications to modify consents, will be 
determined by either delegates of  the 
council (planning officers), IHAPs, or 
regional planning panels (depending on 
the size of the development). In short, 
councillors will no longer determine 

Councillors’ feedback...feedback...
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development applications. The new 
legislation significantly reduces local 
representation, as only one of the 
four delegates will be a community 
representative, and gives significant 
new powers to the State Government 
appointed chairperson. Council has 
already made submissions to the State 
Government expressing our concerns 
and will no doubt continue to push 
for appropriate local representation in 
determining local development.
Webcasting  –  As part of council’s 
commitment to being open and 
transparent, it was resolved late last 
year to begin webcasting our meetings. 
Apart from the option of watching 
meetings live, residents will be able to 
access archived recordings and select 
the part or parts of a meeting they 
wish to view.  The webcasting page 
is located at webcast.willoughby.nsw.
gov.au. While I suspect that not many 
residents will be switching off My 
Kitchen Rules to tune into our debates, 
I would love to hear your feedback if 
you do.
Bike sharing  –  A slow stream of 
complaints have been coming about the 
new bike sharing services, with many 
residents upset that bikes are being 
dumped on our streets and parks or 
left damaged and uncollected. I have 
requested that Willoughby City Council 
undertake urgent discussions with other 
councils across the metropolitan area, 
with the view of creating a uniform 
set of rules for these bike operators. 
Specifically, I think it is necessary to 

outline our community’s expectations 
around how these bikes are monitored, 
the procedures for reporting discarded 
or damaged bikes and how quickly 
we expect them to collect them. More 
information will be available on 
the council’s website as it becomes 
available. 
Get in touch  –  As always, I am keen 
to hear your feedback about what 
we are doing well or where we could 
improve. 

– nic.wright@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Local Town 
Centres 
Consultation  –
Willoughby 
Council’s “Have 
your say” 
consultative 
process concluded 

at the end of January.  Council officers 
will now assess the community’s 
response to the options put forward by 
the council’s consultants Architectus. 
This process is expected to take several 
months to complete. As the consultative 
period was over the holiday period, 
it is my opinion that the Artarmon 
community needs to understand that for 
the Artarmon Local Centre one of the 
proposals suggests towers of 11 stories.
The studies for the industrial areas of 
the City and the residential strategy 
also have to be concluded in this term 
of Council.

Gore Hill former ABC site  –  
National press coverage has recently 

been given to the marketing of the Gore 
Hill site that remains in the hands of 
Lindsay Bennelong.

St Leonards Crows Nest Precinct  –
The State Government’s Department 
of Planning is looking at part of the 
Artarmon Industrial Area as a Health 
and Education precinct to generate 
more employment.  The full details 
of just what this means have yet to 
be released. So far, there has been a 
surprising lack of detail from the State 
Government on the proposed priority 
precinct and its objectives.

East Artarmon Traffic and Parking 
Issues  –  In the month of February 
Council traffic officers will be working 
on changes to the proposals put out 
for public consultation in August/
September last year.  These changes 
have to be placed before the Traffic 
Committee and this is to happen in 
March or April this year. I am not 
aware of what these changes might be 
at the time of writing.

Hampden Road Streetscape 
design work  –  The design work is 
underway. Following representations 
by me, Wilkes Avenue also will be 
included in this design work. The 
actual works will be subject to budget 
approval later this year for the 2018-
2019 financial year. I would expect 
that the works will be included in the 
Budget recommendation, subject as 
always to extraordinary or unforeseen 
circumstances. 
– stuart.coppock@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Councillors’ feedback...feedback...

artarmon framing
Custom framing

Mounting
Laminating

Artwork Hanging Systems
Canvas Stretching

Mirrors
Conservation Framing

Art Restoration
Advice and Help with 

Presentation & Conservation
of Most Things

Andrew Fortescue
94a Reserve Road, Artarmon

Ph: 9439 9992
9.00–4.30 Mon–Fri • 10.00–2.00 Sat

ARTARMON PLUMBING PTY LTD
Renovations & Extensions  •  Blocked Drains Water Jet/CCTV

Gas & Water Service Repairs  •  All General Maintenance
Phone Peter : 0418 259 375   www.ArtarmonPlumbing.com
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Noah’s Ark Toy Library by Ruth Rappa-HuthWhat’s on in Artarmon

Picnic in the Park 2018
Sat 28 April at 10.am
Sat 28 Jul at noon
Sat 27 Oct at 10am
Contact: Maz Berry 0432 115 744

Bush Care (3 Groups)
Artarmon Reserve
1st & 3rd Wednesday
2nd Thursday monthly
2nd Sunday monthly
9am–12 noon
Contact Council: 9777 7875

Artarmon District Tennis Club
Barton Road, Artarmon
Social tennis Saturday 1pm-10.30pm
Family orientated club 
Enquiries: 0417 664 447

Cleland Tennis Club
Barton Road, Artarmon
Enquiries: 9419 8844

Artarmon Junior Guides
Cleland Park, 
Barton Road, Artarmon
Contact Karen Pearson 0414 682 879 or 
email artarmonjuniorguides@gmail.com

Parkrun Willoughby 
Every Saturday 7.00am 
Artarmon Reserve Burra Road

Chinese Playgroup 
St Basil’s Church Hall 
6 Broughton Road 
Sessions: Thursday 10.00am–12 noon

Family Day Care
for children under 5 years  
Enquiries: 9777 7839

Play Session 
For children under 5 years
Wednesday during school term from 
10am-12pm
Artarmon Kids Cottage Community Centre
18 Broughton Road, Artarmon
Enquiries: 9777 7839

Good Beginnings Chinese Playgroup
Artarmon Kids Cottage Community Centre 
18 Broughton Road, Artarmon
Sessions: Thursday, 10am–12noon

If you have a not-for-profit 
organisation, ie; bridge club, 
walking group, etc which could be 
mentioned on this list please contact:       
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au

Noah’s Ark Toy Library for Children 
with Special Needs Inc. is a registered 
not-for-profit charitable organisation 
located at Kids Cottage 18 Broughton 
Road Artarmon. It also provides 
an outreach mobile van service 
to Thornleigh. The charity was 
established in 1976 by educationalists, 
therapists and parents of children with 
special needs and has been based in 
Artarmon since its formation.

Our Library aims to help children 
learn through play and we believe our 
toys can complement the therapies that 
these children require. Membership is 
open to any child with a special need, 
be it physical, intellectual, sensory or 
social, temporary or permanent.  

There is no age limit but the 

wide-range of specialised toys that we 
offer are generally suitable for ages 0-6 
years. Families can borrow toys and 
play equipment specific to their child’s 
needs and interests, promoting new 
skills development.

Library services are available during 
the standard school term on Monday, 
Wednesday and Saturday 10.00 am to 
12.30 pm. A yearly membership fee is 
applicable and members may borrow 
up to 9 toys at a time.

The library is staffed mainly by 
volunteers and is funded entirely 
by donations and membership 
subscription.
For more information see http://www.

toys4specialneeds.org.au/ or telephone 
9411 4429.

Photo/Noah’s Ark Toy Library
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Willoughby Local Environment Plans  By Adrian Alexander

Previous editions of the Artarmon 
Gazette has covered the role of the 
Greater Sydney Commission (GSC) 
in creating plans for a Sydney of three 
cities East, Central and Western. 
Greater Sydney Region has been split 
into a number of Districts for  
planning purposes. Willoughby 
City Council falls within the North    
District within the East City. The 
North District includes Willoughby, 
North Sydney, Northern Beaches, 
Ku-ring-gai and Hornsby Council 
areas. The GSC’s North District Plan 
was released for public consultation   
during 2017.

Each council within the North 
District is required to review its 
Local Environment Plan (LEP) and  
Development Control Plans (DCP)   
and amend it to make it compliant  
with the North District Plan. These 
Plans must include Region CBD’s (such 
as Chatswood), Local Centres (such as 
Artarmon Village), Employment Zones 
(like the Artarmon industrial area) 
and Housing. The end result of these 
plans will be a change in zoning for 
some parts of the Willoughby Local 
Government Area (LGA).

In 1968 there was community 
agreement with the Council that 
the west side of the railway could 
be rezoned for apartments and for 
retention of detached housing on the 
east side. The Artarmon Conservation 
Area, including the Artarmon Village 
shops in Hampden Road and Wilkes 
Avenue was created in 1989.

So far only the Artarmon Local 
Centre review has been released for 
public consultation by the Willoughby 
City Council. It was released before 
Christmas 2017 when most residents 
were preoccupied with other things. 
Unfortunately, the Have-Your-Say 
period closed on 31 January 2018. 
The industrial area and housing 
reviews have yet to be released 
for consultation. Work on the new 
Willoughby LEP and DCP is unlikely 
to be completed before the end of  
2018 when it will be released for final 
public consultation.

The APA is concerned that residents 
have not been adequately informed of 
the potential for material changes to 
zonings within Artarmon and it has 
asked the council to co-host a Public 
Information Meeting on this subject 
as soon as possible. There are many 
aspects in the draft plans that will not 
sit well with residents, particularly 
proposals within the Artarmon 
Conservation Area which includes    
the Artarmon village shops on both 
sides of the railway line and the 
prospect of an apartment block being 
built on the Cameron Avenue car park. 

The APA would appreciate the 
opportunity to speak with any resident 
who was part of the 1968 negotiations 
with Willoughby City Council on West 
Artarmon Redevelopment. Contact 
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au or 
telephone Adrian on 0401 644 052.

There has never been a more 
appropriate time to be a member of 

the Artarmon Progress Association. 
Membership is free and all you need to 
do is to send us your email address at 
membership@artarmonprogress.org.au 
and you will be sent advices from time 
to time on APA events and matters of 
interest to residents.

F T S  A D V I S O RY
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

We provide personalised taxation 
and business services including:

•   Preparation of Tax Returns
•   Preparation of Financial Statements
•   Bookkeeping
•   Tax Planning
•   Goods &  Services Tax (GST)
•   Budgeting & Financial Analysis

Helping you grow your business

HOW CAN WE HELP YOU?
Phone: (02) 9413 9336

www.FTSAdvisory.com.au

OFFICE POSITION 
AVAILABLE IN 
ARTARMON

We are looking for a local person 
with excellent written and verbal 

skills to work in our Office.
Monday to Friday from 9.00am 

to 5.00pm or to 3.00pm
but you will need to be able 
to fill in full-time when our

Office Manager is on leave, 
sick, etc. Some time off for

school holidays will be possible.
 

Experience Required:
Data Entry, MYOB 

(or some other accounting package),
Filing, Spreadsheets & 

Microsoft Office, Archiving.

If you are keen to work 
close to home in a well

presented office please send 
your resume to Sharon at: 
hermanx@bigpond.com

The APA is interested in 
acquiring collections of past 

editions of the Artarmon Gazette. 

If you like to donate them to the 

Association please contact us at 

editor@artarmonprogress.org.au 

or telephone Adrian on 

0401 644 052

Collections
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Gardening hints for 2018 by Mollie Shelley                     
March is one of the best periods in 
the year for restoring and replanting 
our gardens, our tubs and pots. The 
hottest days of the year are over. The 
cooler weather helps us get outside and 
enjoy the open air, our own and other 
people’s gardens, tubs and pot plants. 
It encourages us to plan for the seasons 
ahead. Thanks to good rains and kindly 
weather, in our area we largely escaped 
disasters that have hit others, the 
storms, floods and cyclones.
We have had a great flowering of 
local trees and shrubs over the last 
few months – Begonias, Jacarandas, 
Bougainvilleas, and now the Crepe 
Myrtles. The first of the new season’s 
plants are coming into flower. Sasanqua 
Camellias are among the first of that 
long lasting family that includes 
the Japonicas and Reticulatas. They 
produce magnificently throughout the 
cooler months of the year. 
It is time to plan for your winter into 
spring display. The nurseries will 
have offerings of seedlings - pansies, 
primula, calendulas, foxgloves. 
These are together with a host of 
bulbs - daffodils, hyacinths, jonquils, 
freesias, lachenalias, bluebells. The 
timely planting and fertilising of your 
seedlings and bulbs will provide you, 
your family and passers-by with the 

gentle joy of a colourful 
spring. You will have 
your reward for all of 
that digging, planting 
and fertilising in the 
cooler months.
The vegie garden, for 
those who have space 
and energy to ensure its 
productivity, will reward 
you for your persistence 
and hard work. Now 
is the time to plant a 
range of vegies – silver 
beet, beetroot, lettuce, 
carrots, peas, broad 
beans – either from seed 
or seedlings according 
to availability. Check the 
nursery shelves to see 
what is available.
Balconies and patios of 
houses and apartments 
frequently provide 
sunny positions for pots 
and tubs, even for a hanging basket. 
They could be suitable for annuals, 
evergreens, trailing plants or even 
vegies when no garden is available. 
Someone I have met has access to the 
roof top of their apartment block. There 
he has more sun than on his balcony. 
It provides him with space to grow a 

variety of plants including cymbidium 
orchids which need some hours of 
sun daily to ensure they produce their 
spectacular flower spikes while still 
getting protection from the hottest of it.
We wish you good luck with your plans 
for winter into spring flowering.

Wendy Bishop cartoon

Flu vaccination. Who needs one?  by Nick Logan

Influenza (flu) is a highly contagious 
viral infection that spreads easily from 
person to person through coughing, 
sneezing or by direct contact with 
the virus on hard surfaces or people’s 
hands.

Unlike a cold, symptoms such as 
fever, sore throat and muscle aches 
develop suddenly with flu and last 
about a week. In some cases, severe 
illness and complications such as 
pneumonia and bronchitis can develop 
especially among the elderly and 
young children. Extreme cases can 
result in hospitalisation and even 
death. Annual vaccination is the best 
way of preventing the flu and any 
associated illness.

The flu vaccine is recommended    
for everyone from six months of age. 
It is available free from your GP under 
the National Immunisation Program 

for people who face a high risk from 
influenza and its complications.   
These are:
• People aged 65 years and over;
• Aboriginal and Torres Strait people 

aged six months to less than five 
years;

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people aged 15 years and over;

• Pregnant women;
• People aged six months and over 

with medical conditions such 
as severe asthma, lung or heart 
disease, low immunity or diabetes 
that can lead to complications from 
influenza.
Every year, the flu vaccine changes 

to match the flu virus, so it protects 
against the flu strains which are most 
likely to be around during that winter. 

NSW in 2017 had the highest ever 
confirmed influenza notifications      
on record. 

For convenience and to increase 
uptake, people over 18 can now walk 
in and get vaccinated for influenza 
in accredited pharmacies across 
Australia, including Nick Logan 
Pharmacist Advice in Artarmon. Do 
not hesitate to ask your pharmacist if 
you have any questions.

At home you can reduce the risk 
of transmission with regular hand 
washing, wiping down flat surfaces 
and “catching” coughs and sneezes 
when infected.

The 2018 flu vaccines will be 
available by the end of March and are 
best received from April onwards so 
that their effect lasts past August when 
influenza infections peak. 
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Sydney Metro Update by Peter Egan

Work is gathering pace at the 
Chatswood dive site. The primary 
work of the moment is preparing to 
construct the piled walls of the access 
path down to the tunnelling site a few 
storeys below Mowbray Road level.    
A piling platform (levelled area with  
a gravel cover) has appeared in the 
space between Mowbray House and 
the rail cutting.  

The site itself is taking on the 
appearance of a fortress. A two-storey-
high olive-green wall has appeared 
on the Nelson Street frontage. High 
walls will fully surround the site. Long 
lengths of footpath have been dug-up 
and replaced by oily asphalt. All but 
two trees have been removed from 
the garden to the side of Mowbray 
House. The house has lost its context. 
Despite the site activity, work on 
the heavy vehicle driveways has 
yet to commence, and traffic lights 
to control vehicle egress will not 
be installed until the end of 2018. 
While construction is an industrial 
enterprise, it costs next to nothing 
to fence and landscape the site in a 

manner in keeping with 
its retail and residential 
neighbourhood. 

The rail shutdown of 
the weekend of the 10-11 
February allowed work 
in the rail corridor on 
both sides of Mowbray 
Road.  Vegetation and 
native wildlife were 
cleared on the western 
side of the rail line 
between Brand Street 
and Mowbray Road. 
It appears vehicular 
access will be provided from both 
Brand Street and Mowbray Road to the 
rail tracks opposite the Drake Street 
railway corridor entrance. These are 
early works preparatory to widening 
the rail cutting so the North Shore Line 
tracks can be moved out of the way of 
the tunnelling works. 

The weekend closedown also 
allowed the installation of additional 
high voltage cables between Artarmon 
and Chatswood on the eastern side of 
the tracks. 

No work has taken place on the 
Sydney Metro cable trench between 
the Artarmon switchyard in Campbell 
Street and North Chatswood since last 
year. The high voltage cable ducts have 
not been extended across the motorway 
at Reserve Road. The extension of the 
ducts across the motorway perhaps 
awaits decisions on the junction of 
Beaches Link with the Lane Cove 
Tunnel and Pacific Highway.

Mowbray House heritage school building on 
dive site /Photo Peter Egan




