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Willoughby City Council (WCC) has 
commenced a community consultation 
program to help determine the future 
use of the Artarmon Bowling Club 
site. WCC appears to have no firm 
plans for the site apart from an 
indicated preference to demolish the 
clubhouse. 

In 2016, the Artarmon Bowling 
Club closed after more than 60 years 
of operations in Burra Road. From 
its inception the Club supported the 
broader Artarmon community. In its 
closure, it maintained this history by 
selling the site to WCC. In doing so, 
the Club gave Artarmon an enduring 
legacy by stipulating a condition of 
sale that the site will always remain    
a community recreational asset.

WCC now has a great opportunity  
to develop new facilities for Artarmon. 
Their community consultation 
campaign will run until 16th June 
2017. During this period residents can 
make submissions to WCC giving their 
view on the site and its future use.

The council has indicated that it 
wants to demolish the club house. 
WCC has provided two reasons for 
this. Firstly, cost. It has estimated 
that it will cost $1.5M to refurbish 
the club house to contemporary 
standards, compared to a cost of 
$150,000 to demolish it. Secondly, that 
the club house is not needed because 
of Artarmon’s existing community 
facilities - the old library building in 
Elizabeth Street, the current library 
hall in Tindale Road and Kids’ Cottage 
in White Street.

The Artarmon Progress Association 
(APA) disputes the claim that the 
bowling club house is not needed. For 
60 years the Artarmon Bowling Club 
building has been used, and continues 

to be used, to host many community 

activities and organisations, including 
meetings, school functions, after 
school activities, drama, music and 
fitness groups.

The club house is a large building 
that is suitable for multiple purposes. 
It is an important facility for the 
Artarmon community simply because, 
contrary to the view of WCC, there is 
a lack of similar facilities in Artarmon. 
Consider the situation of the facilities 
that WCC claims are available. The old 
Elizabeth St library building closed 
in 2012 and has not been used since 
and is now in poor condition. The 
current library hall is a small single 
use facility with restrictions limiting 
its use (for example only a couple 
nights per week) and the type of events 
that can be held. The Kids Cottage is 
restricted to children’s activities and 
available only during school hours 3 
days a week.

WCC’s cost analysis simplistically 
compares the cost of a complete 
renovation of the club house, to 
demolishing it. It is important to note 
that WCC’s estimated demolition costs  

that WCC’s estimated demolition costs 

do not include the cost of building a 
replacement facility in Artarmon – this 
shows that WCC has no intention to 
provide one elsewhere in Artarmon. 

The APA has lobbied for improved 
community facilities in Artarmon for 
some time. It is therefore dismayed that 
WCC intends to demolish a much used 
facility with no plan of replacing it.

The APA calls on WCC to keep 
the Artarmon Bowling Club’s club 
house open and for it to be maintained 
at least until such time that suitable 
replacement facilities in Artarmon 
have been developed.

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING  –  21 June 2017

Artarmon Bowling Club House Likely Demolition                              
by Peter Wilton
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GAZETTE Editorial

Public Information Meeting
APA has invited Mr Greg Woodhams, Executive Director City Planning, Greater 
Sydney Commission as Guest Speaker at an Information Meeting on 21st June 
2017 (see advertisement below).

The Greater Sydney Commission is the peak planning body responsible for 
revamping the Planning System for Sydney. The new Planning System splits 
Sydney into three cities incorporating six District Plans. Willoughby City Council 
is part of the North District. 

Willoughby City Council is currently revising its Local Environment Plan and 
District Control Plan which will form part of the North District Plan.

If you are interested in how the Artarmon community will be impacted by the 
new planning system, please join us at this Public Information Meeting.

The APA is here to listen to your ideas and concerns and together we may be 
able to make a difference for the community.

Artarmon GAZETTE Edition 78 - June 2017

Once again we have been able to bring together a great mix of stories from 
Artarmon.

The future use of the Artarmon Bowling Club land is a major issue before the 
community at present. The lead article on page 1 explains that there is more to this 
issue than just the Bowling Club land. As Artarmon lacks adequate community 
facilities, it is important to have time to consider alternatives before the Council 
embarks on any changes at the Bowling Club. 

It is fantastic that Artarmon School Public School is finally going to have its 
redevelopment masterplan delivered in full by the Education Department. The 
community effort in petitioning the Department, the Government and local State 
MP’s has borne fruit. The APS P & C article (page 4) provides a report on the 
community action taken in this regard.

The proposed Gore Hill expressway link to the Northern Beaches tunnel     
(page 3) will bring improved road links to Artarmon. It could have some negative    
implications for Artarmon residents which will not be known until the tunnel 
plans are finalised.

Sydney Metro update (page 15) reports that work will soon commence on the 
dive site at the corner Mowbray Road and Pacific Highway, Chatswood. This work 
will impact on traffic flow around the site and the local amenity.

The Artarmon Gazette is prepared to consider contributions from any Artarmon 
not-for-profit organisation. If you would like to make contributions contact the 
Editor at editor@artarmonprogress.org.au.

APA Public Information Meeting

Wednesday, 21 June 2017
7.45pm – 9.30pm

Artarmon Library Community Hall
139 Artarmon Rd, Artarmon

Guest Speaker:
Greg Woodhams

Executive Director City Planning
Greater Sydney Commission

Will discuss matters relating to North District Plan

mailto:editor@artarmonprogress.org.au
http://www.artarmonprogress.org.au
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The Artarmon 
Progress 
Association 
(APA) has 
recently become 
involved in two 
government 
projects that 
will affect 
Artarmon. 

The first project is the state 
government’s plan to construct two 
new road tunnels. The Western 
Harbour Tunnel will connect the 
Westconnex at Rozelle with Warringah 
Expressway at North Sydney. The 
Northern Beaches Link tunnel will 
connect the Gore Hill and Warringah 
freeways at North Sydney. Both 
these tunnels will provide new direct 
transport routes across the city 
avoiding existing congested surface 
roads and traffic lights.

The APA supports these tunnels 
and the improvement to Sydney’s 
motorway network. Our objective in 
getting involved with this project is 
to highlight, and mitigate, potential 
negative impacts on Artarmon. These 

include the possible resumption of part 
of Artarmon Reserve, tunnel ventilation 
fumes and increased cross traffic 
through Artarmon. Little detail is 
available on the tunnel’s proposed route. 
Geological drilling will be performed 
over the next 12 months which will 
provide the information needed to 
determine the final tunnel route.

The government has announced that 
some Artarmon properties may be 
acquired for the project. At this stage, 
it appears that these properties will be 
in the industrial area and residential 
properties are unlikely to be affected. 

The second project APA has been 
active in is the Artarmon Bowling 
Club. Early discussions have identified 
WCC’s intention to demolish the club 
house building. This has focused 
attention on the lack of community 
facilities in Artarmon.

I have first-hand experience 
of Artarmon’s facilities and the 
restrictions associated with their use. 
In August 2016 I attempted to arrange 
a venue for a public meeting. 

Speakers at the meeting included 
Gladys Berejiklian Willoughby MP 

and then NSW Treasurer, Peter Conroy 
WCC Infrastructure Director and 
WCC Councillors. 

Although the Artarmon library hall 
was not being used on the designated 
date, WCC would not allow the 
meeting to be held at the hall because 
the meeting was scheduled for a 
Tuesday night and the hall cannot be 
used on Tuesday nights. WCC’s “no 
Tuesday night” restriction has nothing 
to do with staffing arrangements since 
no staff are involved at the hall. It is 
simply a rule. WCC suggested that if   
I wanted to use the hall I reschedule 
the meeting to a Wednesday night 
instead. This was an impractical 
suggestion and the meeting was 
subsequently held out of area at a 
private venue.

It is important that the existing 
bowling club house be maintained at 
least until a replacement is in place.

The APA encourages broad 
community involvement in the 
consultation process for both these 
projects.

A Note from the President by Peter Wilton

Heritage Festival Display – Voice of Artarmon

MEMBERSHIP IS OPEN
The APA is only as strong as its membership base. Membership is free 

and is open to all residents and businesses in Artarmon. We welcome you to join us. 
To join, simply email your name and address to membership@artarmonprogress.org.au 

We look forward to hearing from you.
APA sends emails on material matters impacting on Artarmon residents and businesses, 

such as the Sydney Metro power lines to be laid down Hampden Road.

APA is again participating in the 
National Trust’s Heritage Festival 2017 
with a poster display at the Artarmon 
Library, 139 Artarmon Road. The 
display will be at the Library between 
15 May and 15 June 2017 during 
normal Library opening hours.

Since 1906, the APA has been 
the Voice of Artarmon advocating 
on behalf of residents and business 

owners to obtain the best outcomes 
for everyone in the district. The poster 
display provides some highlights of 
that journey from the early days of the 
residential subdivision of Artarmon up 
until today.

In 2000, the APA was gifted the 
Artarmon Gazette by the Gartrell 
family. The Gazette has enabled the 
APA to communicate on a quarterly 

basis with residents and business 
owners. A selection of front pages 
of the Gazette 2000-2017 has been 
included in the display and these 
posters highlight the variety of issues 
that have been addressed over the last 
17 years under the auspices of the APA.

Please provide us with feedback to 
history@artarmonprogress.org.au or  
to PO Box 540, Artarmon 1570.
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School and community win big by Jane Rowley

After a concerted campaign led by 
Artarmon Public School (APS) Parents 
and Citizens, Education Minister 
Rob Stokes and Member for Lane 
Cove, Anthony Roberts, called a press 
conference at APS on Monday 27th 
March and announced that the State 
Government would commit to the full 
redevelopment of the school, including 
the construction of the new school hall. 

“This is a wonderful day for 
our community,” said a delighted 
P&C President, Daniel McDougall; 
“without our collective advocacy we 
would not have achieved this terrific 
result.” The decision means that the 
entire original masterplan for the 
school which already had council 
and community approval will now be 
enacted. APS school principal, Louise 
Green is also thrilled with the result. 
“Parents of current and past students 
and local businesses contributed to 
the campaign,” said Louise. “It’s 
a real testament to how a good 
democracy should work – intelligent, 
non-confrontational reasoning and a  
terrific example to the children.” 

Work on the first stage, a 21 
classroom and library block, is well 
underway with the basement and 
ground floor concrete slabs already 
poured. When completed the new 
classroom block will feature solar 
panels. “The Education Department is 
co-funding the purchase of the panels 
with the APS. The panels will make 
a significant difference to our power 
costs” said Louise. “We’ve gone for the 
absolute maximum panels we can get 
which I expect will have paid for itself 
within three years.” 

Federal funding was also secured 
by APS assistant principal, Jonathon 
Coombes. The $50,000 digital literacy 

school grant under the new Australian 
Curriculum Digital Technologies 
program is supported by additional 
funding from the P&C and will see 
Jonathon develop and implement a 
robotics program at APS over the next 
two years. The P&C has purchased a 
number of Lego EV3 programmable 
robots and currently teachers are 
learning not only how to use them 
mechanically but also how to integrate 
them into classroom lessons. “The goal 
is to integrate it for a purpose,” says 
Louise. “It’s not just come in and play 
with the robots, it’s how that integrates 
into the curriculum for purpose 
in maths, geography, even writing 
instructions in English class.”

Looking to the future has also 
resulted in a change to the school 
canteen. Previously, the canteen was 
operated by the P&C but the growth of 
the school and the subsequent growth 
in demand for around 200 lunch 
orders per day put too much pressure 
on a system that relied entirely on 

volunteers. A tender process was 
conducted and won by Dan and 
Nina Wilson through their company 
Cupcakes and Canapes. Dan believes 
their focus on quality meshed well 
with the Department of Education’s 
Healthy Canteen policy. “Aside from 
the sushi, which we outsource, we 
make everything ourselves to ensure 
we meet the criteria,” said Dan. 

With a track record in school  
canteen management, they hold 
contracts with both Cammeray and 
Balgowlah North Public Schools. The 
company is also committed to the 
continuation of the ‘cashless canteen’ 
system. Meals are ordered and paid for 
on-line and students who regularly use 
the canteen are issued with a key tag 
which once scanned displays a daily 
spending limit and any food allergies. 
It’s a system which Louise believes 
provides an additional important 
element. “It allows parent involvement. 
A critical element to a successful 
school is community.”

Building of the new school hall finally underway /APS

Campaign cheers for Artarmon Public School by Daniel McDougall                       
Artarmon Public School’s campaign 
for a new school hall demonstrates 
how a community and Government 
can positively work together. Parents, 
students, teachers and the wider 
community were overjoyed when 
the State Government announced 
that Artarmon Public School would 
receive the full $26 million master 
plan, including a new hall and extra 
playground space.

This announcement was the result 
of a united community speaking 
passionately and consistently with one 
voice and local MPs who were very 
interested in our issue and prepared to 
listen, support us and take action. 

It is only six months ago we were 
informed by Education Department 
representatives that a promised new 
hall and extra playground space 
would not be delivered. This was vital 

infrastructure for a school with 1200 
students. These new facilities would 
double the playground space and 
provide substantially more capacity for  
assemblies, music and cultural events.

As a community we decided to fight 
for these facilities. Hundreds of letters 
were sent by parents to our politicians. 
We told our story to the North Shore 
Times and we were featured on ABC 
TV News.        …continued on page 6
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Artarmon Street Names – Part 3 – Soldiers Streets                    
by Adrian Alexander

West Artarmon has streets that are 
known as the Soldiers Streets. They 
are named after British generals and 
politicians who participated in the 
Second Boer War (1898–1902) in South 
Africa. Australian volunteers fought in 
this war. The British Empire was at the 
height of its power during the lives of 
these men.

The streets are Kitchener, Baden 
Powell, Rimington, French, White, 
Buller, Milner and Methuen. Baden 
Powell Street has since become the 
exit ramp from the Gore Hill Freeway 
onto the Pacific Highway and Metheun 
Street, which ran off the Pacific 
Highway between Broughton Road 
and Milner Road, disappeared into the 
brick pits many years ago, as did most 
of Milner Road. 

The residential subdivision of 
99 acres (40 hectares) commenced 
in 1903 and was marketed as the 
‘Chamberlain Hills Estate’. The 
estate was named after Joseph 
Chamberlain. It took until 1920 for 

all the allotments to be sold. The area 
from Broughton Road in the north to 
Hotham Parade in the south became 
the brick pits owned by the Butcher 
Brothers (1903) and Northern Suburbs 
Brickworks (1910).

Joseph Chamberlain (1836–
1914), the British Secretary of 
State for the Colonies (1895–1903) 
during the Second Boer War. 
Chamberlain also was responsible 
for sponsoring legislation through 
the British Parliament to create the 
Commonwealth of Australia in 1900.

Field Marshall Horatio Herbert 
Kitchener, 1st Earl Kitchener, 
KG, KP, GCB, OM, GCSI, GCMG, 
GCIE, ADC, PC (1850–1916) won 
fame in 1898 for winning the battle 
of Omdurman and securing control of 
Sudan. He was given the title ‘Lord 
Kitchener of Khartoum’. As Chief 
of Staff (1900–1902) in the Second 
Boer War, he played a key role in 
Lord Roberts’ conquest of the Boer 
Republic and then succeeded him 

as Commander-in-Chief. Kitchener 
served in India (1902–1909) and 
afterwards in Egypt. Kitchener became 
Secretary of State for War in 1914 at 
the outbreak of WW1. He drowned in 
1916 when his ship was sunk whilst on 
his way to Russia for negotiations.

Field Marshal The Right Honourable
The Earl Kitchener /upload.wikimedia.org

Courtesy National Library of Australia



6  Artarmon GAZETTE Edition 78 – June 2017

Campaign cheers for Artarmon Public School continued from page 4                      
The Premier Gladys Berejiklian and 
Planning Minister Anthony Roberts 
were very happy to hear from us 
and look into this issue. Their very 
strong and sustained advocacy to 
Education Minister Rob Stokes and 
his predecessor Adrian Piccoli was 
instrumental in achieving this result.

 One of the things we are proudest 
about is that the issue brought an 
already close community even 
closer. New friends were made, new 
relationships in the community were 
developed and we grew stronger 
together. 

Artarmon Street Names continued from page 5                      
Lord Robert Baden-Powell, 1st 
Baron Baden-Powell, OM, GCMG, 
GCVO, KCB (1857–1941) was a 
Lieutenant-General in the British 
Army, writer, founder of the Scout 
Movement and first Chief Scout of 
The Boy Scouts Association. He 
served in India before being posted 
to South Africa where he participated 
in the Zulu Wars in Natal Province in 
1880s and again in 1896 in the Second 
Matabele War in Bulawayo, Rhodesia 
and the Second Boer War. His sister 
Agnes formed the Girl Guides 
Movement.

Lieutenant-General Sir Michael 
Frederic Rimington KCB, CVO 
(1858–1928) was a British Army 
officer who commanded cavalry 
forces in the Second Boer War and 
WW1. After early service with the 
6th (Iniskilling) Dragoons, ‘Mike’ 
Rimington was given command of 
an irregular cavalry force in South 
Africa, known as ‘Rimington’s Guides’, 
which was part of Lord Methuen’s 
force. He served in India 1903–1911. 
In 1914, with the outbreak of WW1, 
he commanded the 1st Indian Cavalry 
Corps on the Western Front, before 
retiring to home-duties in 1916.

Field Marshall John Denton 
Pinkstone French, 1st Earl of Ypres 
KP, GCB, OM, GCVO, KCMG, ADC, 
PC (1852–1925), known as Viscount 
French. He commanded the Cavalry 
Division during the Second Boer War, 
became Chief of the Imperial General 

Staff in 1912. French served as the
first Commander-in-Chief of the 
British Expeditionary Force for 
the first two years of WW1 before 
becoming Commander-in-Chief, Home 
Forces. Later, he was Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland (1918–1921).

Field Marshall Sir George Stuart 
White, VC, GCB, OM, GCSI, GCMG, 
GCIE, GCVO (1835–1912) was a 
British Army Officer who served in 
India, Afghanistan (where he won 
a Victoria Cross in 1879), Burma 
and Balochistan (Pakistan). He was 
Commander of the Forces in Natal 
Province at the opening of the Second 
Boer War. White was later Governor 
of Gibraltar and Governor of the Royal 
Hospital Chelsea. 

General Sir Redvers Henry Buller, 
VC, GCB, GCMG (1839–1908) was 
a British Army officer who served in 
South Africa during the Zulu War in 
1878 (where he won a Victoria Cross) 
and later in the Sudan and Ireland. He 
was Commander-in-Chief of British 
forces in South Africa during the early 
months of the Second Boer War and 
subsequently as Commander of the 
Army in Natal Province.

Field Marshall Paul Sanford 
Methuen, 3rd Baron Methuen, GCB, 
GCMG, GCVO, DL (1845-1932) was 
a British Army Officer. He served 
in the Third Anglo-Ashanti War in 
1873. Methuen was General Officer 
Commanding the 1st Division in the 
Second Boer War. After the War he 

became General Officer Commander-
in-Chief in South Africa and later 
Governor of Natal Province and Malta.

Lord Alfred Milner, 1st Viscount 
Milner, KG, GCB, GCMG, PC (1854-
1925) was a British Statesman and 
colonial administrator. He was a key 
person in the events leading up to 
and following the Second Boer War 
while serving as Governor of the Cape 
Colony and High Commissioner for 
South Africa (1897-1901). Later, he 
was Administrator of the Transvaal 
and the Orange River Colony (1901-
1902). Milner also served in the British 
Government during WW1.

The Right Honourable 
The Viscount Milner /upload.wikimedia.org

Artist’s impression of school hall / newsapi.com.au
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We have a few exciting developments 
happening in the Village. A few empty 
shops are about to spring back to life 
and we cannot wait. 

Here is a shopping strip update;
• There is a new sushi take away 

shop opening at 102 Hampden Rd 
(the old butcher shop).

• BWS – Beer-Wine–Spirits 
(Woolworths) are are still in 
negotiations for a lease at 100 

Hampden Rd (old real estate 
agency). Awaiting approval of a 
packaged liquor licence.

• 98 Hampden Rd (old Dry 
Cleaners) is available for lease.

Artarmon Village Inc.’s committee is 
focused on lobbying for a public toilet 
in the shopping strip. It would also like 
to facilitate a rejuvenation of the shop 
façades, even if it is only the removal 
of redundant signs and clean down of 

the brick work pending a decision on a 
uniform colour scheme.  

Please support our member 
businesses. You can recognise them 
by the “Artarmon Village – Proud 
Member” signs. They care about your 
community.                                                                                    

We intend to have some extra special 
deals offered by our members on our 
Facebook page over the winter months 
so encourage your friends to ‘like’ us 
@artarmonvillage. 

Artarmon Village Inc. Report  
by Nick Logan, President 

News in Brief…  News in Brief…  News in Brief…
The Artarmon Gazette is the Voice of 
Artarmon and requires a new Editor  
and additional contributors. The 
Gazette is owned by the Artarmon 
Progress Association, Inc and 
its production is done mainly by 
volunteers. Production of the Gazette 
is a team effort and additional skills 
would be appreciated. The Editor 
position may suit someone who has 
recently retired. 

The next Picnic in the Cleland Park 
will be held on Saturday 5th August 
2017 at 12 noon. It will be a BBQ, so 
bring along your own meat and a plate 
to share. For more information please 
contact Maz Berry on 0432 115 744. 

Congratulations to Catherine Ong of 
Laing and Simmons Real Estate for 
reaching the milestone of 25 years in 
business in Artarmon in May 2017.

The new Sydney North Community 
Recycling Centre at 8 Waltham Street, 
Artarmon has opened for business. The 
centre accepts, free of charge, water and 
oil based paints, motor and other oils, 
car batteries, household batteries, gas 
bottles, fire extinguishers, fluorescent 
tubes, smoke detectors, television sets, 
computers and other ewaste. 

Vivid Sydney at Chatswood is back for 
another year from 26 May – 17 June. 
As part of council’s commitment to 
ensuring the event is as sustainable as 
possible, the Chatswood precinct will 
be run on 100 per cent Green Power. 
In addition to Willoughby City 
Council’s solar farm at the Albert 
Avenue car park, more than 14 mWh 
of green power has been purchased for 
the event, keeping several tonnes of 
emissions out of the atmosphere.

Willoughby City Council Elections 
are to be held on Saturday 9 September 
2017 for a popularly elected Mayor 
and three Councillors for each Ward. 
Artarmon is in the Naremburn 
Ward. APA will conduct a Meet the 
Candidates Night during August.

Willoughby now has its Repair Café 
Sydney North is operated, free of 
charge, by volunteers from the Church 
Hall, Chatswood South Uniting Church, 
corner of Mowbray Road and Pacific 
Highway on 1st and 2nd Sundays 
each month between 1pm and 3pm. 
Donations are welcomed. If nothing to 
repair, just drop in for coffee and home-
made cakes. For more information 
please telephone Wendy on 9420 
4884 or 0401 280 912 or visit www.
repaircafesydneynorth.wordpress.com. 

LETTERS
to the Editor

Do you have local news, 
a suggestion or a story to tell?

The Artarmon Gazette is a community 
publication and welcomes letters and 

contributions from residents. 

Articles or comments can be submitted by: 
Email: editor@artarmonprogress.org.au
Mail: The Editor, The Artarmon Gazette, 

PO Box 540, Artarmon, NSW 1570

The Artarmon Gazette does not publish 
anonymous letters. Please include your 
email address and phone number so we 

can review any editorial changes with you.
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Profile – Christine Toun – APA committee member                
by Adrian Alexander

When and 
why did you 
arrive in 
Artarmon?
We moved 
to Artarmon 
just over 4½ 
years ago. 
We loved the 
tree lined 
streets, the 
cafes and the 

village atmosphere, but not the vacant 
shops. The closeness to major shopping 
centres, such as the Sydney CBD and 
Chatswood, was also an influence. 
We were aware of the low turnover of 
properties in Artarmon, an indicator  
to us of a great place to live.   

As parents of teenaged twin 
daughters, we wanted access to good 
public transport and schooling for 
our children on the North Shore. We 
treasure living in Artarmon and the 
friendliness of the neighbourhood.

Where were you born and where 
have you lived?

I was born in Taiwan, coming to 
Australia as a 14 year old. I could 
not speak a word of English when 
I arrived. My parents gave up their 
professional careers in Taiwan, so    
my sister and I could have a more open 
education in Australia. Both parents 
could not practice their profession here 
without upgrading their qualifications 
and so chose to establish new careers 
to support the family. 

Initially, the family lived in 
Chatswood, and then moved to 
Sylvania Waters. I lived in Sydney 
until I married. We moved to Cowra 
and then to Young, about 375 kms 
south west of Sydney, where my 
husband and I own our dental surgery.

We wanted our daughters to have  
the best city education we could 
provide, and so enrolled them at a 
North Shore school and this decision 
resulted in us discovering Artarmon. 
My husband and I value education. 
Our decision to live in two locations, 
whilst educating our children, has its 
drawbacks, such as regular four hour 
journeys between Sydney and Young 

for the girls and myself or alternatively 
by my husband to Sydney, but we 
see this arrangement as a temporary 
one until the children finish their 
education. 

Why did you join the APA?
I joined the APA committee in August 
2016 as I wanted to contribute to the 
local community, to become involved, 
to meet people and to help keep and 
improve the community environment 
we have here.

Have you been a volunteer with 
other organisations?
I am a committee member of the 
Australian Taiwanese Friendship 
Association, the Sydney Cultural Centre 
and I have previously volunteered at the 
Doherty Centre in Chatswood.

What improvements would you like 
to see in Artarmon?
I would love that there be less through 
traffic in Artarmon and less road rage. 
I would also love a community centre 
for local groups to meet socially.

At Mind Heart Body Centre we believe in a holistic approach to treating and preventing pain. 
Our range of services aims to address factors such as, physical, mental, emotional and social stressors 

that may be contributing to your problem, to help you achieve optimum health and happiness.

Suite 3, First floor, 92 Hampden Road, Artarmon NSW 2064
Phone (02) 8068 4696  •  Fax (02) 8068 4768  •  admin@mindheartbodycentre.com.au      

www.mindheartbodycentre.com.au

Mind Heart Body Centre

Specialising in: 
• Back, neck, shoulder pain
• Sporting / Dance Injuries

• Women’s Health
• Pre and postnatal care
• Exercise rehabilitation
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There has been keen public interest 
over recent months, across Artarmon 
and adjacent suburbs, in respect to the 
fate of the former Artarmon Bowling 
Club grounds and club house. Council 
purchased the site from the club in 
February 2016 and undertook to retain  
it for community use. 

As Council outlined to a well-
attended public meeting in April, the 
site has important potential as public 
open space, especially as an extension 
of the Artarmon Reserve. It also has a 
number of constraints. Limited road 
access and proximity to residents, 
for example, make it unsuitable for a 
regional facility and most amenable to 
low impact, low intensity, low traffic-
generating activities. 

Of particular interest, from a 
sustainability perspective, is the 
proposal from “Permapatch” and 
the “Sydney North Repair Cafe”, to 
re-locate to the bowling club site from 

their current location at the Chatswood 
South Uniting Church on the corner of 
Mowbray Road and Pacific Highway. 
Theirs is the all-too-familiar story of a 
creature being ousted from its habitat 
when land is sold to developers. 

Now the clock is ticking for 
Permapatch and the Repair Cafe to 
find a new home with suitable land for 
volunteer-run community gardens and 
a building where local volunteers can 
carry out repairs, to give new life to 
a range of household items otherwise 
destined for landfill.

The Permapatch gardens are 
remarkable for the range of produce 
cultivated locally and the techniques 
on show to garden sustainably and in 
harmony with our natural surrounds, 
including composting, worm 
farming, water-efficient irrigation and 
sustainable pest and weed control. For 
a donation of your choosing, the repair 
cafe volunteer experts fix clothing, 
shoes, jewellery and gadgets and 
sharpen tools. 

Both the gardens and repair cafe are 
a rich source of information and advice 
on practices you can adopt yourself at 

home to live more sustainably. Both 
these activities have an important social 
dimension for all ages with food, music 
and conversation forming a large part 
of the experience. 

The major challenge for the 
Permapatch and Repair Cafe proposal 
is the Council’s present intention to 
demolish the club house, as too costly 
to restore to acceptable standards. 
Supporters of its retention, including 
the Repair Cafe, are keen to discuss 
with Council ways it might be  
preserved and restored, including 
potentially re-building it as 
a community project.

Anyone can check out these     
potential Artarmon neighbours by 
visiting the current gardens and Repair 
Cafe, which operates on the 1st and 2nd 
Sunday of each month between 1.00pm 
and 4.00pm. 

Council consultation on the 
future of the bowling club site is 
via “Have Your Say” (http://www.
haveyoursaywilloughby.com.au/
artarmonbcsite).  

From lawn bowls to food bowl                                                                                                            
by Alethea Morison

www.innertouch.com.au          Suite 3, 84 Hampden Road, Artarmon

Special Offer*
$30 off  TRE session

For an appointment call: 0417 240 868

* Offer valid until the end of August 2017 for new and existing clients 
and not in conjunction with any other offers.

Inner Touch
Natural Therapies

Reflexology • Remedial Massage • Lymphatic Drainage
Jin Shin Jyutsu • Energy Healing • TRE and more ...

TRE facilitates a release of everyday stress, tension or trauma 
 held within the body. TRE is also very effective for anxiety and PTSD.

(For more information view website or give me a call.)

Rebates Available From Most Funds

Olga Kulanowska
RAoA and ATMS Acc. Memb.
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Amalgamations:
This is beginning 
to feel like the only 
topic that anyone 
is asking about at 
the moment. At 
the time of writing 
Woollahra has 

been granted leave to appear before 
the High Court, while Lane Cove, 
Hunters Hill, Strathfield and, most 
importantly for us, North Sydney and 
Mosman are awaiting separate rulings 
from the Supreme Court on the merger 
proposals.

At Willoughby City Council, I am 
pleased to report that we have been 
working hard on delivering for our 
local community and are confident 
that whatever the outcome, we are in 
a strong position to deliver the high 
quality services and infrastructure     
that you have come to expect from 
our Council.

Nevertheless, it now appears 
inevitable that we will be at the polls   
in September to elect new councillors 
for Willoughby City Council for a 
term as yet undefined. The state 

government continues to emphasise 
their commitment to forced 
amalgamations, so despite the 
considerable expense of hosting 
elections (the cost of which is borne by 
ratepayers), newly elected Willoughby 
councillors are likely to serve a term 
of less than 12 months. Sir Humphrey 
Appleby would be proud.
Artarmon Shopping Strip: In happier 
news, after my almost five years on 

council and numerous motions to it, I 
am pleased to announce that funding 
has been secured in next year’s budget 
for a refurbishment of the Artarmon 
Shopping Strip. The last major upgrade 
to the precinct was almost 20 years ago, 
and another is long overdue. Council, 
as always, will be seeking your 
feedback on the process and if you have 
suggestions or concerns, please send 
me an email.
Councillor Michelle Sloane: Michelle 
recently announced that she would 
not be recontesting the next local 
government elections.  I would like to 
take a brief moment to thank her for her 
contribution to our local community, 
not just over the last term of Council, 
which included a stint as Deputy 
Mayor, but also through her long 
association with the Artarmon Progress 
Association.  Michelle has been an 
invaluable asset to our community and 
Council over the last term, and I wish 
her all the best in her “retirement”.

 – nic.wright@willoughby.nsw.gov.au
 

Sailor’s Streets 
and Artarmon 
Conservation 
Area:
Returning the 
Sailors Streets, 
Raleigh, Drake 
and Hawkins 

(and Brand) to the Artarmon 
Heritage and Conservation Area is 
under consideration by the Council. 
Councillors supported a motion I put up 
to have an investigation into whether 

these streets and Cambridge Road 
should be returned to their former status 
of being part of the Conservation Area. 

New Willoughby Local Environment 
Plan (WLEP) and Willoughby 
Development Control Plan (WDCP) 
are currently being prepared and will 
be available for public consultation 
sometime next year. This review is 
part of the Council’s contribution to 
the Greater Sydney Commission’s 
North District Plan currently being 
developed. This process will require 
close monitoring by the community, 
particularly if the Council is 
amalgamated with North Sydney 
and Mosman Councils proceed as is 
planned. 
Council Elections: Willoughby City 
Council is going back to the polls 
on Saturday 9 September 2017.  The 
format for the election will be as it has 
been for several past elections: four 
wards, three councillors per ward and a 
popularly elected Mayor.

Given the Premier has said the 
proposed amalgamation of Councils 
will occur once current Court cases 
are resolved, it is anyone’s guess how 
long the newly elected Councillors will 
remain in office. Once the amalgamation 
is announced, an Administrator will be 
appointed until an election for the new 
Council can be held.  
Amalgamations: Significantly, the 
State Government did not appeal 
the Court of Appeal decision on 
the matter of the Hornsby Shire 
Council and Kuring-Gai Council 
amalgamation.  The High Court will 

Councillors’ feedback...feedback...

ARTARMON PLUMBING PTY LTD
Renovations & Extensions  •  Blocked Drains Water Jet/CCTV

Gas & Water Service Repairs  •  All General Maintenance

Phone Peter : 0418 259 375    www.ArtarmonPlumbing.com

artarmon framing
Custom framing

Mounting
Laminating

Artwork Hanging Systems
Canvas Stretching

Mirrors
Conservation Framing

Art Restoration
Advice and Help with 

Presentation & Conservation
of Most Things

Andrew Fortescue
94a Reserve Road, Artarmon

Ph: 9439 9992
9.00–4.30 Mon–Fri • 10.00–2.00 Sat
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...
make a determination on 24 May on 
the application by Woollahra Council 
in respect to its proposed amalgamation 
with Randwick and Waverley Councils. 
If its application is unsuccessful then 
it possible the State Government 
might move to force amalgamations.  
Speculation only and time will tell in 
this ongoing saga.
Capital Works Artarmon: At Council 
meeting on 8th May 2017 approved 
expenditure of $210,000 to improve 
public amenity in the Artarmon Village.

 – stuart.coppock@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Reform of local 
government 
has stalled. In 
NSW, Council 
amalgamations 
are an important 
part of the reform 
agenda – but 

amalgamations are only the first step. 
I believe we need to argue again for 
constitutional recognition of local 
government.
Gough Whitlam was a champion 
of local government reform. He 
broadened the funding base and 
enabled council’s diversity in the range 
of services they provided – moving 
away from “roads, rates and rubbish” 
to local amenity, wellbeing and quality 
of life issues.  His reforms were both 
structural and financial. Whitlam saw 
that local government had an important 
role to play in the “governing system” 
of Australia and should be structured 
and financed appropriately to do so.

Australians have voted twice on the 
constitutional recognition of local 
governments – in 1974 and 1988 both 
referenda were unsuccessful. 
In 2013, the Labor Federal 
Government announced its intention 
to hold a referendum on constitutional 
recognition of local government 
proposing an amendment give the 
Commonwealth the power to directly 
fund local governments, rather than 
having to provide funding indirectly 
through the states. While the coalition 
had initially supported the proposal, 
once elected in September 2013 they 
declined to proceed.
Why constitutional recognition? The 
debate around council amalgamations 
has confirmed that communities value 
local government – arguably more 
than either state or federal tiers of 
government. 
Constitutional recognition would:
• Remove constitutional doubts 

about direct funding from the 
Commonwealth – which threatens 
the continuation of programs such 
as Roads to Recovery;

• Bring appropriate recognition to 
local government – the absence of 
any reference to local government 
in the Constitution is due to its 
comparative unimportance at 
the time of drafting; while this 
made sense then, today, local 
governments provide a wide range 
of services – recognition would 
thus address this constitutional 
anachronism;

• Ensure greater efficiency – while 

the Commonwealth does have 
constitutional power to fund local 
governments indirectly through 
the states, some argue this creates 
significant cost inefficiencies;

• Enhance local-federal 
partnerships – I believe that 
council amalgamations, increase 
our political clout and influence 
potentially creating opportunities 
for greater cooperation with the 
Commonwealth around significant 
community based projects – 
potentially improvements to 
communities faster.

This is my last column as one of 
your Naremburn Ward Councillors. 
It has been an honor and a privilege 
to serve our community for the last 5 
years. I thank you all for your support 
and encouragement. I would also like 
to thank the APA for its support – 
particularly the “old” guard, most of 
whom have retired from active service.

The quality of community is equal to 
the contribution of its members. We all 
have an opportunity to argue for what 
we believe will serve our community 
best. Stand up and be counted – get 
involved but stay involved. Argue for 
the recognition of local government 
– as this is so much more important 
than whether we stay Willoughby City 
Council of become the Lower North 
Shore Council.

It has been a pleasure……I wish you 
all good health and happiness.

If you wish to discuss any issue with 
me you can reach me at:

– michelle.sloane@willoughby .nsw.gov.au

• Offer expires 31/8/2017
• New customers and selected sizes only
• Limit (1x) free declutter pack per rental
agreement
• Cannot be used in conjunction with any 
other offer or redeemed for cash

See in store for terms and conditions
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Girl Guides Out and 
About in Our Community                                        
by Sarah Dixon and Lora Chen

You may have spotted a Girl Guide 
around Artarmon on Clean Up 
Australia Day, or helping the Mayor 
to hand out flowers and Citizenship 
Certificates at Willoughby’s Australia 
Day Ceremony or perhaps taking 
part in the Lane Cove ANZAC Day 
Service. There are many after school 
activities available for girls. Girl 
Guides offers something unique and 
access to a great variety of activities 
throughout the year. Meetings combine 
a variety of games, outdoor activities, 
craft, cooking, environment awareness, 
camping and more, all tailored to age 
and experience. 

Girl Guides Australia is one of 
145 member countries in the World 
Association of Girl Guides and Girl 
Scouts (WAGGGS). This means we 
share the ideals and resources of 10 
million members worldwide and have 
access to cutting-edge, contemporary 
projects.

 By meeting locally with their 
peers, our girls have fun, develop 

friendships, experience adventure and 
challenge themselves to try new things 
by stepping outside of their comfort 
zone. They become a member of a 
small team (Patrol) within their Unit 
which builds a sense of belonging, 
encourages teamwork, helping girls 
to grow in confidence and have a 
voice. With the support of an amazing 
team of volunteer female leaders, 
Guides enables girls and young 
women to grow into confident, self-
respecting, responsible members of our 
Community. 

We are proud to have a thriving 
group of Junior Guides (aged 7 to 10.5) 
and Guides (aged 10.5 to 13) meeting 
weekly during the school term at the 
Guide Hall in Barton Road, Artarmon. 
Our girls develop leadership skills, a 
sense of personal responsibility and 
a shared purpose to make the world a 
better place.

For further information call 
Karen Pearson on 0414 682 879 or  
artarmonjuniorguides@gmail.com.

Artarmon Reserve and Artarmon Bowling Club 
Master Plan Meeting Report
APA sponsored a Public Information 
Meeting on Wednesday 22 March 
2017 with Willoughby City Council’s 
Peter Conroy, Director Planning & 
Infrastructure and Melanie Smith 
Director, Community, Culture & 
Leisure, as guest speakers. 

Willoughby City Council bought   
the Artarmon Bowling Club land in 
2016 and the Artarmon community 
is keen to contribute to a new Master 
Plan for the combined Artarmon 
Reserve and Artarmon Bowling     
Club area.

APA is keen to see a new overall 
Master Plan developed for the area. 
This plan should include provision 

for cycleways, pedestrian walkways, 
community access, good connectivity 
with adjoining parks and bush care 
maintenance.

As the Artarmon Gazette goes to 
press, Willoughby City Council will 
be holding an Open Day at Artarmon 
Bowling Club on Sunday 21st May 
2017 between 10.00am and 12 noon, 
with a view to seeking feedback from 
the community on the future use of  
the Bowling Club land. 

A short online survey in respect   
to the future of the Bowling Club 
land is available for completion at
www.haveyoursaywilloughby.com.au 
until Friday 16th June 2017.

Artarmon Junior Guides 
collecting rubbish on 
Clean Up Australia Day 
2017 / Karen Pearson

What’s on in Artarmon

Bush Care (3 Groups)
Artarmon Reserve
1st & 3rd Wednesday
2nd Thursday monthly
2nd Sunday monthly
9am–12 noon
Contact Council: 9777 7875

Artarmon District Tennis Club
Barton Road, Artarmon
Social tennis Saturday 1pm-10.30pm
Family orientated club 
Enquiries: 0417 664 447

Cleland Tennis Club
Barton Road, Artarmon
Enquiries: 9419 8844

Artarmon Junior Guides
Cleland Park, 
Barton Road, Artarmon
Contact Karen Pearson 0414 682 879 or 
email artarmonjuniorguides@gmail.com

Parkrun Willoughby 
Every Saturday 7.00am 
Artarmon Reserve Burra Road

Chinese Playgroup 
St Basil’s Church Hall 
6 Broughton Road 
Sessions: Thursday 10.00am–12 noon

Family Day Care
for children under 5 years  
Enquiries: 9777 7839

Play Session 
For children under 5 years
Wednesday during school term from 
10am-12pm
Artarmon Kids Cottage Community Centre
18 Broughton Road, Artarmon
Enquiries: 9777 7839

Good Beginnings Chinese Playgroup
Artarmon Kids Cottage Community Centre 
18 Broughton Road, Artarmon
Sessions: Thursday, 10am–12noon

Artarmon Library
139 Artarmon Road, Artarmon
Hours:
Mon:  10am–1pm
Tue:  2.30pm–5pm
Wed:  10am–1pm
Thu:  2.30pm–8pm
Fri:  2.30pm–5pm
Sat:   9.30am–12noon
Sun:  Closed
Public Holidays: Closed
Contact: 9419 2849

If you have a not-for-profit 
organisation, ie; bridge club, 
walking group, etc which could be 
mentioned on this list please contact:       
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au
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It is early winter and only about 
halfway through the year but our 
gardens are not discouraged. The 
deciduous trees have begun to make a 
mess but the positive angle is that the 
fallen leaves are great in the compost 
bin and useful as mulch around 
the garden. The bare trees allow 
more sun to grace the garden and 
leave us to appreciate the flowering 
camellias, both sasanqua and japonica 
varieties, the Tibouchinas (once called 
Lasiandras), the Luculias, Gordonias 
and early flowering azaleas. They 
are preparing the way for the feast 
of bluebells, freesias, jonquils and 
daffodil bulbs that are yet to make 
their presence felt. We are fortunate 
living in a climate where we have 
flowers that brighten our lives even in 
the coldest winter.

The cooler weather is the time for 
action in the garden – time to dig that 
vegie patch you’ve promised yourself, 
time to fix broken paths and drains, 
time to attend to that compost bin. It’s 
time to prune deciduous trees now that 
you have a clear view of where the cuts 
should be made. Hopefully, you have 
taken note earlier in the year of which 
branch(s) you would like to prune to 
allow more sun to reach certain parts 
of the garden. For me the vegie patch 
is being overshadowed by an exuberant 
small form of the Acer dissectum 
(Japanese Maple).

This is the time to plant roses, 
although I have never seen many 

of them growing in 
the Artarmon area. 
I know there is one 
rose enthusiast, with 
many dozens of 
plants, growing in 
the Chatswood area. 
The yellow climbing 
Banksia rose seems to 
be the most popular 
around Artarmon. It is 
probably because it  is 
not as subject to pests 
and diseases and will 
find its way, climbing 
determinedly into any 
available sunny spot. 
Standard and Bush 
roses require more 
sun, care in planting 
and attention to their fertilisation 
and pruning. They need plenty of 
sunshine and spraying for protection 
from insects and disease. Those whose 
gardens are suitable and who are 
willing to make that extra effort … 
spraying with lime sulphur, fertilising 
with rose pellets, pruning older roses 
towards the end of July … are well 
rewarded.

Our Artarmon gardens have had 
a healthy, prosperous year, escaping 
most of the small disasters that have 
happened elsewhere. The flowering of 
street trees, from Jacarandas to Crepe 
Myrtles, has never been better. The 
Camellias and Gordonias are now 
showing their gratitude for a kinder 

season and are laden with buds and 
open blooms. Let’s hope that the 
weather continues to treat them kindly 
to encourage this wonderful flowering 
and the healthy growth that can follow 
as we travel into Spring.

Cherish your winter gardens by Mollie Shelley

Let the sun shine in! / Wendy Bishop

Roaster of 10 Di�erent 
Multi Awarded blends

Roasting locally in 
Artarmon since 1999

18-20 Cleg St, Artarmon
99668488

www.karmee.com

6
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History of Artarmon Tennis by Adrian Alexander                    

Tennis has always been a popular 
sport in Artarmon, especially before 
television and cars.  

Artarmon District Tennis Club 
(ADTC) was formed on 1st September 
1917 and built three courts in Cleland 
Park (see Artarmon Gazette March 
2017). 

The St Basil’s Tennis Club was 
formed in 1920, changed its name to 
the Cleland Tennis Club in 1932 and 
it continues today. This club also built 
three courts in Cleland Park adjacent to 
the ADTC courts.

By the early 1940s there were 
fourteen private courts in East 
Artarmon, six on the west side plus the 
six courts owned by the tennis clubs. 
Today there are only the six courts in 
Cleland Park and two private tennis 
courts in East Artarmon – in Harden 
Road and Weedon Road.

Percy Lovett built three courts on 
land at 7-9 Tindale Road in 1925 with 
a pavilion and dressing-room. These 
courts were sold as housing allotments 
in 1934. After the sale of the courts, 

the Tindale Road ladies tennis club was 
forced to move to a court in Pyrl Road. 
This did not last long as the owners 
decided to sell the allotment in 1935. 

The prospect of continual change    
of venue was too much for Mrs Greig, 
who decided to build her own court 
on their double block in Harden Road. 
Construction commenced on 23 July 
1935 and the ladies moved for the 
last time. The tennis club gradually 
evolved into a mixed one, as husbands 
and boyfriends joined in. By 1996 
when the tennis club celebrated their 
60th anniversary, the club was back to 
ladies only, with three of the original 
school friends still enjoying the game 
– Elma Greig, Joan Bain and Elizabeth 
McCluskey. Many fund raising 
tournaments were held on this court   
in support of the Red Cross.

There were also two tennis courts 
behind two houses in Muttama Road 
owned by Artarmon Presbyterian 
Church. These two courts were well 
patronised by local parishioners. The 
last of these courts disappeared within 

the last five years.
The Jordon family built a tennis 

court on the allotment next to their 
house in Burra Road (at the bottom 
of Harden Road) in 1923. Edward 
Jordon represented NSW tennis from 
1912-1924 and competed in major 
tournaments in country NSW.  The 
Jordon court was the first one to have 
lighting on the North Shore (ADTC 
courts in Cleland Park were not lit 
until 1988). Top NSW and Davis Cup 
players were regulars at this court, and 
fund raising exhibition matches were 
common. In October 1923, a crowd of 
350 spectators watched an exhibition 
match in aid of St Basil’s Anglian 
Church.  The court was sold in the 
early 1960’s for construction of a new 
house. 

If former members of the Artarmon 
District Tennis Club would like to 
attend its Centenary Dinner on 2nd 
September 2017, please contact 
Karl Poelczer on 0413 870 477 or at      
karl.poelczer@zinfra.com.au.

Parkrun Willoughby by Murray Herbert                                           
Every weekend in over 1,000 parks in 
14 countries volunteers and runners 
meet up for a free, weekly, timed run 
of 5km. Parkrun is a global event and 
now with the support of the Council it 
is in Artarmon.

Parkrun Willoughby welcomes 
runners, joggers and walkers of all ages 
and abilities – from juniors and first 
timers to Olympians and octogenarians. 
While we have our fair share of elite 
runners, Parkrun is a run, not a race.   
It is just you against the clock.

Every Saturday at 7am, rain or 

shine Parkrun Willoughby meets at 
the Artarmon Reserve in Burra Road. 
There is plenty of public transport 
within a short walk and ample parking 
within the Reserve. After the event, 
participants meet for coffee at the 
Incinerator Café in Small Street, 
Willoughby.

The event is free to join. Just register 
on www.parkrun.com.au/willoughby, 
bring along your barcode and run, 
jog or walk at whatever pace you feel 
comfortable doing. 

See you at Parkrun Willoughby.

Burra Road Court 1920s /Sue Livingston 20 Stewart Street Court 1963 /King Family
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Sydney Metro Update                         
by Peter Egan

With demolition work commencing 
at the Mowbray Road Chatswood 
dive site this month, things are going 
to get a little confusing. We have 
three organisations advising us of rail 
works: Sydney Trains, Sydney Metro 
Northwest and Sydney Metro City & 
Southwest. 

Metro Northwest has interface  
works in the North Shore Line 
corridor from the electrical substation 
at William Street Chatswood to the 
train turn-back which finishes at 
the Mowbray Road overpass. The 
separately managed Metro City & 
Southwest has works commences at 
Albert Ave Chatswood and ending at 
Brand St Artarmon.

Due to voltage losses, 1500 volt 
DC power must be supplied to the 
rail line every 4 to 5 km. The North 
Shore Line will be powered by the 
new substation at Lindfield and by the 
existing substation at Lambs Road 
Artarmon. Sydney Metro will be 
powered by substations at William 
Street Chatswood and at the corner 

of Reserve Road and Whiting Street 
Artarmon – the Metro tunnels pass 
under both sites. 

A substation was built at Lindfield 
by Metro Northwest for Sydney Trains 
so it can have exclusive use of the 
Chatswood substation. Provision has 
been made for future upgrade of the 
Metro to the more efficient 25,000 volt 
AC which needs far fewer sub-stations.

Metro Northwest has decided to 
power its rail corridor from Ausgrid’s 
lower north shore switchyard in the 
Artarmon Industrial Area and from 
another in Rouse Hill. This is the 
reason that we have a 5 km long, 
33,000 volt cable running under 
our streets between the Artarmon 
switchyard and the Chatswood 
substation. 

It is unfortunate that the worldwide 
rail industry has standardised train 
power at 25,000 volt AC, but our 
nearest electricity supply standard is 
33,000 volt AC – our railways will 
always need to transform electricity 
from its transmission voltage to the 

one required to run the trains, with 
consequential energy loss.  

After an Artarmon Progress 
Association request last December, 
Metro City & Southwest moved their 
proposed Artarmon substation location 
further south across the motorway to 
a much smaller site in the industrial 
area. In mid-April, Metro Northwest 
changed their cable route to along 
Barton Road Artarmon so that it 
ran past the proposed Metro City & 
Southwest substation in the industrial 
area.  These changes will save the 
NSW taxpayers millions of dollars.  

Sydney Trains regular maintenance 
of the North Shore Line will continue 
during the Metro construction works. 
There are major interface works to 
be constructed in the rail corridor 
next to the Chatswood dive site. They 
include a bridge for the western North 
Shore Line track to enable the Metro 
line to pass underneath it. We should 
expect longer than usual maintenance 
closedowns of North Shore Line as the 
Metro works progresses.
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