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Artarmon School Short Changed
Artarmon Public School community
is in shock as the NSW Department of
Education and Training (DET) dumps
school hall and extra playground space
from Master Plan at last minute. DET
officials informed parents at a P&C
meeting in October that the new school
hall, additional playground space and
integration of the two campuses would
not be built. Parents were expecting
to hear the announcement of the
appointed construction firm and a start
date for works. DET officials said the
rest of the work would not be built
because of “budget constraints”. Only
part of the Master Plan will go ahead
but it will not deliver the increase in
open playground space that Artarmon
Public School needs.
The school community is undeterred
by the announcement as parents
have written to local Members of
Parliament, Gladys Berejiklian and
Anthony Roberts, in large numbers
seeking their intervention and support
to reverse the decision by the Minister
for Education and Training. Parents
have written more than 500 letters
calling on the project to be delivered
in full with funding that allows
construction of all the works. Our
local Members of Parliament have
made representations to the NSW
Minister for Education and Training,
Adrian Piccoli on behalf of the school
community.
P&C President Karen Pearson said
“overwhelmingly, parents found this
a very disappointing and surprising
outcome, after many years of hard
work to get approval and funds
committed to this much needed
project. The school community is very
let down by this decision,” she said.
“When this project was announced
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Artist’s impression of school hall that will not now be built/ newsapi.com.au

last year, the community was sold on
the idea. Our school has over 1200
students, has stretched resources and
ever increasing demand for student
places. We have the opportunity here
to get this right the first time and to
complete an amazing project which
will see the school through for the next
century.”
Karen said, “The benefits of the
Master Plan should be delivered in full
as proposed when the school building
works were announced last year. A key
feature of the Master Plan was to help
the school meet rising student numbers
with critical infrastructure. The new
school hall would allow more space
and seating for school assemblies,
musical and cultural performances,
before and after school care, and
other community events. Under the
Master Plan, the hall would be built in
a new location, freeing up vital extra
playground space for the children.”
“We’ve been blown away by the
strong community support for this
project,” Karen said, “Anticipation has

been building since March 2015 that
construction would be underway this
school year. Our school community
has shown tremendous spirit and is
united in getting the best outcome
for the children and community of
Artarmon. We’re doing everything
we can to reverse this decision.”
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Editorial
There always seems to be something happening in Artarmon of late. If it is not the
Sydney Metro cable laying, it’s the Channel 9 site redevelopment, traffic issues or
the Artarmon Village.
In this edition, the focus is on the broken promises of the NSW Department of
Education and Training (DET) in respect to the redevelopment of Artarmon Public
School. DET had committed to the Artarmon community to improve the school as
set out in a Master Plan. DET has now advised that it will not deliver the Master
Plan in full.
The APA supports the school community’s lobbying to have the Master Plan
implemented in full now and not over a long period of time. Do it once, do it
properly! The lead article on page 1 and Jane Rowley’s article on page 4 clearly
set out the issues of concern to parents and the community.
Greater Sydney Commission is currently exhibiting its draft 20 year plans for
six Districts in Sydney. Artarmon falls within the North District and Peter Wilton
explains the issues in his article on page 12. We will hear a lot more about these
District Plans over coming years and the Artarmon Gazette will attempt to keep
residents informed of developments.
Sydney Metro will begin laying conduits for power lines through Brand Street
and Hampden Road from the second week in January through to mid-February.
Please continue to support the businesses in the Artarmon Village during this
trying period.
Artarmon Gazette team wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year.

Print Run 5,000 copies
APA website PimsDesign
Address PO Box 540 Artarmon 1570
Website www.artarmonprogress.org.au/Gazette

Published by:

Artarmon Progress
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on the 1st Wednesday of the month,
excluding January. Public welcome.
Venue:
Artarmon Community Hall,
139 Artarmon Road, Artarmon
PO Box 540 Artarmon NSW 1570
sec@artarmonprogress.org.au
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Successful Public Information Meeting with
Peter Conroy
On 12 October 2016, APA hosted a Public Information Night with Peter Conroy,
Director Planning & Infrastructure, Willoughby City Council as guest speaker.
Peter provided an overview of his responsibilities which include the planning
approval process and acquisition and maintenance of all major infrastructure
such as parks, sporting facilities, stormwater, roads, buildings etc.
He provided an overview of the two stage redevelopment of Gore Hill Oval
which was covered in the September 2016 edition of the Artarmon Gazette.
The future of the Artarmon Bowling Club site and its incorporation into
Artarmon Reserve was discussed. Peter under took to meet with the community
to discuss this issue in 2017. APA is committed to ensuring the involvement of the
community in the plans for this site and will arrange a community consultation
meeting early in the New Year.
There is growing community support for the Artarmon Reserve Master Plan
to be reviewed in conjunction with reviews for the adjoining Artarmon Park in
Parkes Road, Prentice Park and Walter Street Reserve, as they all interconnect in
one way or another.
Artarmon, Naremburn and Willoughby South Progress Associations are keen
to work with the Council on this matter for the benefit of the community.
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APA Annual General Meeting
On 12 October 2016, APA held its Annual General Meeting. President Peter
Wilton outlined some of the issues that the APA had addressed during past
year. He also thanked Christine Kelley, who resigned as President mid-year for
personal reasons, for her contribution to the community and for a job well done.
Nominations were called for members of the APA Executive Committee for
the ensuing year. Peter Wilton, Sue Livingston, Adrian Alexander, Peter Egan,
Plamen Bassarov, Dale McKay, Lindsay Alexander, Maz Berry and Christine
Tuon were duly elected.
Peter Wilton reminded everyone that APA Executive Meetings held on the
first Wednesday of every month, except January, were open to the public. Also,
volunteers are always welcome, particularly in respect to the Artarmon Gazette.
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A Note from the President
I recently
reflected on
the ongoing
community
issues and
challenges
that we face
each year and
realised that
most of these
are simply a consequence of being part
of a vibrant growing city that provides
so much amenity and opportunity.
At a recent meeting in Chatswood
Dr Deborah Dearing, the North
District Commissioner for the Greater
Sydney Commission, explained that in
the next 20 years Sydney’s population
will grow by 1.6 million people or
40% more than today, and this will
increase pressure on existing land
use and infrastructure. Dr Dearing
confirmed that the challenges faced
by communities caused by ongoing

by Peter Wilton

population growth will continue well
into the future.
In this context the Artarmon
Progress Association plays a role in
facilitating community engagement,
advocacy and publicity. APA aims for
the ongoing sustainable development
of Artarmon for the benefit of its
residents.
During the past year, the APA
together with the Artarmon Village
conducted the “Don’t Close Hampden
Road” campaign against the proposal
by Transport for NSW to temporarily
close Hampden Road and lay high
voltage power cables under the road.
Unfortunately, this did not lead to a
different route for the cable but it did
result in Artarmon’s concerns being
listened to and plans developed to
reduce the disruption that the cabling
work will cause.
The APA together with the
Willoughby South and Naremburn

Progress Associations facilitated
a significant community response
against the amended proposal to
increase the height and size of the
Channel 9 site redevelopment (covered
in June and September editions of the
Artarmon Gazette). This resulted in
more than 250 written submissions
being lodged with the NSW Planning
Department against the proposed
increase in density from 400 to 510
apartments.
APA is only as strong as its
membership base. Membership is free
and is open to all Artarmon residents.
We encourage you to join us.
To join simply email your name
and address to membership@
artarmonprogress.org.au We look
forward to hearing from you.
On behalf of the APA Committee
I wish you all the joy and peace that
Christmas offers.

Community Recycling Centre Opening in Artarmon
A new Community Recycling Centre (CRC) will open in Artarmon in early 2017. It will provide a free of charge waste dropoff service for household waste that cannot be disposed of via Council kerbside collections.
CRC’s will accept water-based and oil-based paints, motor and other oils, car batteries, household batteries, gas bottles,
fire extinguishers, fluorescent tubes, smoke detectors, television sets, computers and other ewaste. More details will be
provided in the March edition of the Artarmon Gazette.

Community Picnic in Cleland Park
Join in a community picnic in Cleland Park, on Saturday December 17, 10-12noon. Come and make new friends.
Please bring a plate to share and your own drinks. No need to RSVP and the picnic will be cancelled if raining.
The first picnic for 2017 is scheduled for 4 February. For more information call Maz on 0432 115 744.

LETTERS
to the Editor
Do you have local news,
a suggestion or a story to tell?
The Artarmon Gazette is a community
publication and welcomes letters and
contributions from residents.
Articles or comments can be submitted by:

ARTARMON
HISTORY PROJECT

Volunteers Required

Email: editor@artarmonprogress.org.au
Mail: The Editor, The Artarmon Gazette,
PO Box 540, Artarmon, NSW 1570
The Artarmon Gazette does not publish
anonymous letters. Please include your
email address and phone number so we
can review any editorial changes with you.

If you can assist us,
please phone
Adrian on 0410 644 052
or by email at
history@artarmonprogress.org.au
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School Parents Outrage as Department Reneges
on Commitment by Jane Rowley
Parent reaction to the NSW
Department of Education and Training
(DET) shock announcement that
they would not proceed with the full
redevelopment of Artarmon Public
School (APS) has been immediate
and impassioned. “Parents are angry
that a perceived commitment has now
not been met and the on-going effect
on their children is something they
are very, very concerned about,” says
school principal, Louise Green.
The revised undertaking from
DET is for a three storey, twentyone classroom and library building
to be completed by the beginning
of the school year in 2018. This will
assist accommodation demands,
however, the school is at maximum
capacity and pressure on numbers
will remain. Already there have
been 160 kindergarten aged children
attend orientation, meaning eight
kindergarten classes will be required
in 2017.
While the Education Department’s
decision has angered parents and the
wider community, the school principal,
Louise Green, believes the setback can
be overcome. “I want to re-affirm the
connection we have with our school
community that still exists in a very
strong way and regardless of what
is happening in the building project
we still maintain a fantastic working
relationship where we collaborate and
communicate with our community,”
says Louise.
That strong connection with parents,
carers and the public has been evident
this term as APS students participated
in a number of significant school
events.
Annual school walk-a-thon
The annual walk-a-thon was a big
success. “We had a lot of support from
parents and citizens and community
members who volunteered their time
to help,” says Louise. The goal, to
raise enough money to purchase a
mobile kitchen (think MasterChef
cooking station), was achieved. “The
portable kitchen is such a wonderful
opportunity to incorporate life
skills into the curriculum. When

Artarmon School walk-a-thon team/APS

we do cooking we integrate math,
we integrate language, and practice
communication and group working
skills,” enthuses Louise. “The staff
have wasted no time embracing their
new resource, with year four students
enjoying a practical math lesson
involving weights and measures and
the end result a delicious pizza lunch”.
Biennial school concert
Students and staff also participated
in the biennial school concert staged
at The Concourse, Chatswood. The
school bands, string groups, dance
groups and orchestra all performed
in a sold out concert. “Being
such a big school, it’s one of our
few opportunities where we can
demonstrate to all the community what
we can do,” says Louise.
APS Saturday night markets
APS Saturday Night Markets was
another opportunity for the school
to showcase its achievements.
Organised by the Parents and Citizens
Association (P&C), the event included
food stalls featuring different world
cuisines and a display of student art

works which were auctioned to raise
money for the school.
Learning support program
During the year, parents have
voluntarily contributed $117,165
which has enabled funding of the
Learning Support program and paid
for resources in English, math and
science. The continuation of this vital
support is something Louise does not
want to see derailed by the building
program deferment. “To be honest
I think our relationship with the
community is strong enough now for
them to understand. It is the one thing
that we want to make sure survives
this process because that is really
important for the continuing success
of the school and the happiness of 
our students.”

The APS P&C welcomes
all volunteers and sponsors.
If you would like to get involved,
visit our website
artarmonpandc.org.au
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Artarmon Street Names Series

– Part 1

by Adrian Alexander
Streets are usually named by
developers of subdivisions with the
local council having the authority
to reject names which it considers
unacceptable.
Artarmon’s residential area was
mostly developed by the Thomas
Broughton Family, either in its
own right, or in partnership with a
number of other families. The State
Government also subdivided Crown
Lands in West Artarmon situated
between Jersey Road, Reserve Road,
Taylors Lane and the Railway Line.
The Artarmon Industrial Area was
subdivided from around 1881 and
included two residential sections.
This area progressively became one
of the largest brickmaking locations
in NSW and eventually the businesses
consolidated into three companies,
North Sydney Brick & Tile, Butcher
Brothers and Northern Suburbs
Brickworks.
The bulk of Artarmon was
progressively subdivided from 1894 to
the late 1940’s, with most completed
between 1918 and the late 1930s.
The first residential subdivision in
Artarmon of 50 allotments in 1883 was
a triangular block of land fronting the
Pacific Highway from Eric Road to the
corner of Mowbray Road. The second
was the Government subdivision
from 1884 incorporating Jersey Road,
Abbott Road, Barton Road, Thomson
Lane, Parkes Road, Simpson Road,

Taylors Lane and Reserve Road.
Hampden Road south of Jersey Road
was originally part of Elizabeth Street,
running south from Mowbray Road.
In late 1898, after the Artarmon
Railway Station was opened, Thomas
Broughton subdivided the John
Roberts Land Grant of 25 acres which
included Hampden Road from Jersey
Road to Brand Street, Jersey Road,
Broughton Road, Francis Road, part
of Robert Street and Wilkes Avenue
to Brand Street on the east side of the
railway line. Broughton was reported
to have sold 73 out 121 allotments on
the first day of release.
Artarmon’s streets can be broadly
grouped into those named after NSW
State Governors, Elizabethan Era Sea
Captains, Boer War English Generals,
Politicians, Original Land Grantees,
Thomas Broughton Family members
and their commercial partner families.
The State Governor streets are Jersey
Road, Brand Street, Hampden Road,
and Chelmsford Avenue. Sir Victor
Albert George Child-Villiers, 7th Earl
of Jersey (1845-1915), G.C.M.G. was
the 17th Governor of NSW 1891-1892,
Rt. Hon. Henry Robert Brand, 2nd
Viscount Hampden, G.C.M.G. (18411906) was the 19th Governor of NSW
1895-1899 and Rt. Hon. Frederick
Napier, 3rd Baron Chelmsford (18681933) was 22nd Governor of NSW
1909-1913.

Engraved portrait of Henry Brand
drawn by Percy F. Spence

The Shepherd Smith Family was one
of the partners in the subdivision of
residential areas of Artarmon with the
Thomas Broughton Family. Shepherd
Road and Smith Road are named after
Mr Smith (1835-1886). He migrated to
Australia in 1853 from England and
joined the Bank of New South Wales
(now Westpac). In 1865, aged 29 years,
he was appointed General Manager
of the Bank. He died in office, aged
51 years, in 1886. The Smith family
remained in partnership with the
Broughton Family until 1923, when
the residual land in East Artarmon was
sold to Artarmon Estates Limited.
Artarmon Gazette will publish a
series of articles in future editions
explaining the origins of Artarmon’s
street names.

artarmon framing
Custom framing

ARTARMON PLUMBING PTY LTD
Renovations & Extensions • Blocked Drains Water Jet/CCTV
Gas & Water Service Repairs • All General Maintenance

Phone Peter : 0418 259 375

www.ArtarmonPlumbing.com
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New strata laws come into force
New laws relating to owners and
residents in strata-titled townhouses
and apartments come into force from
30 November 2016 and those relating
to building defects arising from
specified building works, as defined
in the Strata Act, start on 1 July 2017.
The laws have been modernised
to reflect current strata living
arrangements.
Many of the new requirements
will not impact strata communities
immediately. This will allow time
for existing strata managing agents,
building managers and executive
committee (now known as strata
committee) members to continue in
their roles.
Some reforms that will affect owners
and residents include:
• By-laws – owners’ corporations will
need to review their strata by-laws
within 12 months. The by-laws can
be customised to their lifestyle. For
strata schemes registered since 1997,
the existing by-laws, including any
past changes, will remain unchanged.
For strata schemes registered prior to
1996, the by-laws set out in Schedule
2 of the new regulations will apply
and include any past changes made to
the by-laws.
The new regulations, as set out in the
model by-laws, may be adopted in
whole or in part by a strata scheme.
These include such items as keeping
of pets, hanging out of washing.

by Adrian Alexander

•

•
• Broadening tenant participation
in meetings – Tenants will have a
right to attend owners’ corporation
meetings, although they can be
excluded from a meeting when
financial matters are discussed. If
at least half the lots are tenanted,
a tenant representative can be
nominated as a non-voting member
of the strata committee.

•
•

•

Other key changes include:
• strengthening the accountability of
strata managers;
• allowing owners to adopt modern
technology to conduct meetings,
vote, communicate and administer
their scheme;
• a process for the collective sale
and renewal of a strata scheme;
• a simpler, clearer process for dealing
with disputes;
• a new option to manage
unauthorised parking through a
commercial arrangement between
a local council and a strata scheme;
• a clearer and simpler three-tier

•
•

renovations process, which waives
approval for cosmetic renovations
within the strata lot;
new proxy voting restrictions
limiting one person to one proxy
vote only for schemes with less than
20 lots or 5% for schemes with more
than 20 lots;
dispute resolution reforms which
extend the Tribunal’s power to
exclusively deal with most strata
disputes;
owners’ corporation authority to
deal with smoke drift rather than
individual owners or residents;
more flexibility around pet
ownership rather than automatic
blanket bans. This includes
considering each case on its merits.
reforms to allow schemes to deal
with misuse of visitor parking
spaces, noise, short term letting and
increase fines;
measures to help address
overcrowding in strata schemes; and
measures to reduce red tape.

Strata owners and residents can read
more about these and other changes on
the NSW Department of Fair trading
website http://www.fairtrading.nsw.
gov.au/ftw/Tenants_and_home_owners/
Strata_schemes.page, which also
provides links to the relevant act and
regulations.
Please submit any suggestions for
strata living articles for inclusion in
future editions of Artarmon Gazette to
editor@artarmonprogress.com.au.

Optometrist
•
•
•
•
•

Comprehensive eye examinations for adults and children (Medicare)
We use the latest digital technology for eye health assessment
Great range of frames and sunglasses for all the family
We accept all major health fund cards for easy claiming of your benefits
We are your local, family owned, independent Optometrist
We also offer Ortho K and other myopia control measures for
children and adults with progressing short-sightedness.

122 Hampden Rd Artarmon, NSW 2064
p: 9412 3757 e: info@artarmonvision.com.au

www.artarmonvision.com.au
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Artarmon Village Inc. Report

by Nick Logan, President

Northwest Rapid Transit
Northwest Rapid Transit (NRT) has
confirmed that the construction of
the Sydney Metro 33kV cable under
Artarmon’s streets will commence in
the second week of January 2017.
While it will be a tough time for
businesses and residents, NRT has
committed to completing the trenching
along Brand Street and Hampden
Road to the Jersey Road intersection
in four to five weeks finishing early in
February 2017. This is a significantly
shorter time frame than originally
proposed by NRT and should
reduce the potential for traffic chaos
associated with school pick-up and
drop-offs.
A noise assessment is being
modelled to see whether the Artarmon
Village section can be completed at
night. NRT is proposing to hold an
information forum early December to
inform businesses of their latest plans.

lease. AVI consider that completion
of the proposed redevelopment of this
site will inspire further investment in
the precinct and provide additional
services and more variety for the
residents and workers.

98-110 Hampden Road
AVI was dismayed to learn that the
development at 98-102 Hampden Road
had been postponed indefinitely after
the owner’s proposed amendments to
their Development Application were
rejected at a full Council meeting. The
three shops are currently available for

New Members
AVI welcomes the following new
members:
• Artarmon Gourmet Chicken
• Artarmon Medical Centre
• Artarmon TAB
• Evergreen Fruit Markets
• Everyday Canteen

AVI members survey
A survey of AVI members is planned
for the New Year to establish a priority
list of new projects for the Artarmon
Village. Future projects may include:
• a heritage paint plan for the shop
façades in Hampden Road;
• new and better street furniture;
• atmospheric lighting in Wilkes
Avenue;
• feasibility study on optimising
parking availability in Hampden
Road and Hampden Lane;
• planning events such as Night
Markets and Friday night music
on Artarmon Village Green and
Wilkes Avenue.

• Inter Desserts
• Flame and Oven
• Lock N Roll
Thank You
Thank you to the AVI committee
members who have given their
time working for the benefit of our
community:
• Richard Thompson – Artarmon
Vision (Secretary)
• Flick Simpson – Art On Skin
(Treasurer)
• Mat Smallwood – Bakers Delight
• Jeremy Ong – Laing + Simmons
• Toby Cutler – Salvage Specialty
Coffee
• Sunny Cheung – Artarmon
Newsagency
And a special Thank You
A special thank you the residents and
employees working in the area who
continue to support the businesses in
Wilkes Avenue and Hampden Road.
Best wishes to you and your family for
the Christmas break and 2017. You are
what community is all about!
Please look out for the AVI Proud
Member decal in their windows and
“like” our page on Facebook.

Membership is open
The APA is only as strong as its membership base. Membership is free
and is open to all residents and businesses in Artarmon. We welcome you to join us.
To join, simply email your name and address to membership@artarmonprogress.org.au
We look forward to hearing from you.
APA sends emails on material matters impacting on Artarmon residents and businesses,
such as the Sydney Metro power lines to be laid down Hampden Road.
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Profile – Mollie Shelley, Gazette contributor
by Kath Hermann

Mollie Shelley will be known to
readers through her regular gardening
column in Artarmon Gazette. She has
contributed over 70 articles since 2000
and is the longest serving contributor.
Mollie tells how she became involved
with the APA. “I was working in the
garden one day when Barry Thompson
walked past and we chatted. He asked
whether I was interested in joining
APA and before I knew it I was
writing for the Gazette.”
Born in Mudgee, NSW, Mollie
spent her childhood in various NSW

country towns (Leeton, Forbes,
Gunnedah and Goulburn). The family
moved around with her father’s work
as a public servant.
After achieving a very good pass in
her Leaving Certificate, Mollie moved
to Sydney and trained as a nurse at
Royal Prince Alfred Hospital. Mollie
married but later was required to
return to work when she was left with
two young daughters to support on
her own.
One of Mollie’s jobs was as a
market researcher on behalf of a client
looking to start a new publication.
Mollie explained that, “I interviewed
top businessmen on what they wanted
to read in the financial pages of a
newspaper”. The research contributed
to the establishment of The Australian
newspaper.
When the Commonwealth Public
Service temporarily lifted the age
restriction for new applicants, Mollie
joined the Repatriation Department
and later the Department of Housing
and Construction in Sydney, where
she rose to a senior position and

became the most senior woman in the
NSW office. After more than 20 years
with the Department of Housing and
Construction, Mollie retired, mainly to
have more time to concentrate on her
writing.
At this time she also looked
around for an affordable house where
she could establish a garden and
accommodate her piano. Gardening
and music continue to be her passions.
This brought Mollie to Artarmon over
30 years ago.
Amongst her many retirement
activities Mollie has written various
short stories, poetry, a novel based
on her father’s life as a country
magistrate, completed a TAFE course
in parks and gardens management,
taught music and been active in the
Willoughby District Historical Society
and the Chatswood Garden Club. She
loves to visit gardens on her travels
overseas and within Australia.
Mollie certainly has not let the grass
grow under her feet and we thank her
for contribution to our community and
the Artarmon Gazette.

At Mind Heart Body Centre we believe in a holistic approach to treating and preventing pain.
Our range of services aims to address factors such as, physical, mental, emotional and social stressors
that may be contributing to your problem, to help you achieve optimum health and happiness.

Specialising in:
• Back, neck, shoulder pain
• Sporting / Dance Injuries
• Women’s Health
• Pre and postnatal care
• Exercise rehabilitation

Mind Heart Body Centre

Suite 3, First floor, 92 Hampden Road, Artarmon NSW 2064
Phone (02) 8068 4696 • Fax (02) 8068 4768 • admin@mindheartbodycentre.com.au

www.mindheartbodycentre.com.au
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Artarmon Reserve bushland management plan
by Kath Hermann

Willoughby City Council recently
called for comments on the Draft
Artarmon Reserve Bushcare Action
Plan in relation to bushland and actions
related to natural area management.
It forms part of the Artarmon Reserve
Master Plan. The existing Master Plan
does not as yet incorporate the former
Artarmon Bowling Club site which will
be subject to community consultation at
a later date.
Council officers are currently
updating the Action Plan in response
to comments received and once it has
been endorsed by the Natural Heritage
and Bushland Advisory Committee it
will go to a Council Meeting for final
approval.
The Draft Artarmon Reserve
Bushcare Action Plan details
management actions for the next five
year period, with key actions including:
• Continuation of weed management
in previously worked areas. This

is undertaken by volunteer bush
care groups and bush regeneration
contractors engaged by Council;
• Completion of controlled burning;
and
• Creek stabilisation work, including
the replacement of the bridge on the
walking track.
The plan contains Artarmon Reserve
plant and habitat profiles, useful for
gardeners wanting to know about plants
local to the area, as well as statements
of significance relating to local history,
wildlife habitat and related issues,
and past achievements. There are no
recorded Aboriginal archaeological
sites in Artarmon Reserve.
Action in recent years has seen
diverse regeneration following the
controlled burn completed in 2013
behind the oval changing rooms. The
Bushcare groups have made large gains
in reducing the distribution of weeds
along and north of the creek. This has
allowed native plants to regenerate and
native planting has been used to add to
native vegetation diversity. The result
of this work can be seen to the west of
the bridge that crosses the creek.

Bushcare volunteers
Volunteer groups participate in
activities such as new plantings and
weed management, with a goal of
helping to restore our natural bushland.
Anyone aged between 15 and 90 can
be a Bushcare volunteer. No experience
or specific plant knowledge necessary.
Willoughby City Council provides free
direction, training, technical advice,
tools, plants, newsletters, celebrations
and other support. Volunteers learn new
skills, increase their knowledge of the
environment, meet their neighbours and
make new friends. They make a real
contribution and difference to the health
of the local environment.
Three volunteer Bushcare Groups
currently operate in the Artarmon
Reserve. Meeting days are twice a
month on 1st and 3rd Wednesday, once
a month on 2nd Thursday and 2nd
Sunday. The Groups usually meet for
about 3 hours.
New members are always welcome.
Phone 9777 7875; email bushcare@
willoughby.nsw.gov.au, or visit: www.
willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Environment--Sustainability/nature/bushcare/.

Inner Touch
Natural Therapies

Reflexology • Remedial Massage • Lymphatic Drainage
Jin Shin Jyutsu • Energy Healing • TRE and more ...

Olga Kulanowska
RAoA and ATMS Acc. Memb.

Special Offer*
60 min. Intuitive Healing session
for only

$49 (normally $80)

Intuitive Healing is a medley of Energy Healing and Jin Shin Jyutsu
with a beaturiful sound of Tibetan Healing Bowl to support the
body’s own healing abilities for greater wellness on all levels.
* Offer valid until the end of February 2017 for new and existing clients
and not in conjunction with any other offers.

For an appointment call: 0417 240 868
Rebates Available From Most Funds

www.innertouch.com.au

Suite 3, 84 Hampden Road, Artarmon
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...
Channel 9
In late September,
Council endorsed
a submission to
the Department
of Planning &
Environment,
which outlines
why Council is not in support of the
modification request for the existing
Concept Plan for development at
the former Channel 9 site. Council
identified numerous concerns with
the proposed increase in height and
density, the motivation for pursuing
these increases, as well as a number
of consequential issues. We are also
mindful of community sentiment.
The full submission can be viewed on
Council’s website.

of the findings. In the meantime, both
Mosman and North Sydney have
indicated that they will appeal in
respect to the rest of the findings and
we expect the court process to take
some time.

Council amalgamation
As we draw closer to the end of
the year, a potential merger for
Willoughby Council with North
Sydney and Mosman Councils remains
unresolved. On 20 September the
NSW Land and Environment Court
handed down judgement in North
Sydney and Mosman’s challenge to
the State Government, finding there
was a ‘defect’ in the Delegate’s report
to the Local Government Boundaries
Commission and Minister for Local
Government. At the time of writing
this column, Council is waiting on
further advice regarding implications

Carols in Willoughby Park
Save the date for this year’s Carols
in Willoughby Park, coming up on
Saturday 3 December. There will be
kid’s activities, rides, market and food
stalls from 4pm, with the Carols at 7pm
thanks to Willoughby Symphony Choir
and Willoughby Band. This is a great
free, family- friendly event, so I hope to
see you all there!

Council finances
Despite this uncertainty, I am proud
that Council continues to work with
our community front of mind. This is
exemplified by recent Annual Financial
Statements that show Council is in a
strong and stable financial position and
delivering a wide range of services
and facilities required and expected
by our community, and doing it in a
way that shows Council’s focus on
improvement through smart financial
and organisational management.

Contact me
If you have any issues you would like
to discuss with me please phone 9777
1001 or alternatively send me an email
– gail.giles-gidney@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Sydney Metro
Line
The Department of
Planning’s Report
on the submissions
for the Sydney
Metro Chatswood
to Sydenham
section is now available at http://
majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au.
Council officers are now reviewing
this report and they will provide
Council with a more detailed analysis
in due course.
Council amalgamation
With the news that North Sydney will
seek leave to appear before the High
Court in the event that the NSW Court
of Appeal does not find in their favour,
the timetable for the commencement
of any merger will be in 2017. This
suggests elections for councillors for
the new council entity will now be not
before March 2018.
A rumour that I have not sought to
verify is that both North Sydney and
Mosman Councils are spending up
big on projects that will commit the
resources of their councils and the
new entity for some considerable time.
Willoughby has not gone down this
pathway. Aside from infrastructure
works that have been planned for many
years, only the Gore Hill Oval project is
being commenced by Willoughby and
it will be funded before commencement
For over twenty six years
Physiotherapist Ann Liebert
has run her practice in
Artarmon specialising in:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Low Level Laser therapy
Womens Health / Pelvic pain
Migraines, headaches, TMJ pain
Chronic pain, back pain
Acute injuries
Sports physiotherapy
Occupational–related pain

DR ANN LIEBERT
Physiotherapist

Artarmon Musculoskeletal & Laser Physiotherapy
Suite 6 • 110 Hampden Road • Artarmon

PH: 9419 3404

FAX: 9419 2880
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...
of each stage. I personally would like
to see the Willoughby Leisure Centre
upgrade plans dusted off and given a
full commitment to proceed before any
merger, particularly as many residents
of Mosman and North Sydney use the
facility.
Old ABC Gore Hill site
Council recently moved to approve an
application that will see considerable
advancement on the development of
this site. This will be good as it is a
major entrance to the Industrial area
and has needed to be enhanced for
some time.
Proposed development
31-37 Herbert Street
Reece Plumbing site corner Herbert
St and Ella Street
Council recently rejected a proposal to
endorse a gateway process to obtained
rezoning of the site at 31-37 Hebert
Street. The proposal, if built, would see
three residential towers above podiums
with heights of 30, 23 and 18 storeys
plus roof features, providing 410 new
residential dwellings on the site.
Should this application be approved
by the State Department of Planning,
then it will have unfavorable impacts
on residents in Naremburn and
Artarmon, particularly peak hour use of
Herbert Street. The proposal contained
no traffic change details for what is a
major intersection in the area. It also

will reduce employment in the area.
I raise this matter for two reasons.
Firstly, this is another example of a
State Government pathway rezoning
that is really a spot rezoning. Secondly,
it ignores years of work by Council to
plan local land use. Three Willoughby
Local Environment Plans have
reinforced the land use on this site and
around it.
There has not been any community
consultation on the proposal to date.
This is not good enough!
– stuart.coppock@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Council
amalgamations
As we approach
the 2016 Festive
Season, it is with
considerable
surprise that I still
find myself one
of your ward councillors. At this stage,
it would seem that your Council will
remain in place till sometime in 2017.
On 20 September 2016, a NSW Land
& Environment Court judgement was
handed down in relation to a number
of councils’ challenges to merger
proposals, including Mosman and
North Sydney’s challenge to the merger
with Willoughby City Council.
In summary, most of the grounds were
dismissed with the exception of one.
The judgement states that Justice Moore
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found ‘defects’ in the Delegate’s reports
prepared into the proposed mergers
involving Mosman, North Sydney and
also Strathfield Councils. Those ‘defects’
related to inadequate consideration of
‘communities of interest’.
It seems, separate to the appeals
process, sections of the merger
proposal reports will need to be redone
and resubmitted for consideration to
the Local Government Boundaries
Commission and the Minister. The
State Government has not provided any
further information on what this process
will involve.
With regard to the appeals process
open to Mosman and North Sydney
in terms of the proposed merger with
Willoughby, North Sydney has lodged
an intention to appeal. Mosman has
lodged an appeal. A date for directions
for Mosman, which will settle the
date of the hearing, has been set for 7
December 2016. At this stage, the date
for the hearing and the length of the
court process is unknown.
Wishing you all and your loved ones, a
safe, healthy and joyous holiday season.
– michelle.sloane@willoughby .nsw.gov.au

Household Recycling
Willoughby residents can now donate
unwanted household items using a free
collection and rehoming service run by the
Bower Reuse & Repair Centre. Contact
9568 6280 or email reuse@bower.org.au.
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What’s on in Artarmon
Community Picnic in Cleland Park
10am–12noon Bring a plate to share
Feb 4, Apr 8, Aug 5, Nov25
All welcome, bring a plate to share
Maz: 0432 115 744
Artarmon District Girl Guides
Cleland Park,
Barton Road, Artarmon
Artarmon District Tennis Club
Barton Road, Artarmon
Social tennis Saturday 1pm-10.30pm
Family orientated club
Enquiries: 0417 664 447
Bush Care (3 Groups)
Artarmon Reserve
1st & 3rd Wednesday
2nd Thursday monthly
2nd Sunday monthly
9am–12 noon
Contact Council: 9777 7875
Cleland Tennis Club
Barton Road, Artarmon
Enquiries: 9419 8844
Family Day Care
for children under 5 years
Enquiries: 9777 7839
Play Session
For children under 5 years
Wednesday during school term from
10am-12pm
Artarmon Kids Cottage Community Centre
18 Broughton Road, Artarmon
Enquiries: 9777 7839
Artarmon Children’s Playgroup
St Basil’s Church Hall
6 Broughton Road, Artarmon
Sessions: Tuesday, 9.30am
Korean Playgroup
St Basil’s Church Hall
6 Broughton Road, Artarmon, 2064
Sessions: Friday, 10am–12noon
Good Beginnings Chinese Playgroup
Artarmon Kids Cottage Community Centre
18 Broughton Road, Artarmon
Sessions: Thursday, 10am–12noon
Artarmon Library
139 Artarmon Road
Hours:
Mon: 10am–1pm
Tue: 2pm–5pm
Wed: 10am–1pm
Thu: 2.30pm–8pm
Fri: 2.30pm–5pm
Sat: 9.30pm–12noon
Sun: Closed
Public Holidays: Closed
Contact: 9419 2849
If you have a not-for-profit organisation,
ie; bridge club, walking group, etc
which could be mentioned on this list
please call Maz Berry – 0432 115 744
as this is a work in progress!

North District Plan – Coming
Ready or Not by Peter Wilton
On 21 November 2016, the Greater
Sydney Commission (GSC)
announced its draft 20 year plans
for six Districts across Sydney.
Artarmon is in the North District
which includes the Local Government
Areas of Hornsby, Hunter’s Hill,
Ku-ring-gai, Lane Cove, Northern
Beaches, Mosman, North Sydney,
Ryde and Willoughby.
Greater Sydney Commission
The GSC was created by the NSW
Government in January 2016
with the objective of leading the
planning process across the Sydney
metropolitan region. It is a response
to the Government’s criticism that
Sydney’s many councils, at least 25
local councils after amalgamations,
were too fragmented for effective
Sydney wide planning.
The GSC’s reach is broad, and its
work will affect many people. Its
goals include creating a competitive
economy with world-class services and
transport, a city of housing choice, a
great place to live and a sustainable
and resilient city.
District Plans
The 20 year District Plans have been
developed in a very short period of
time and after a very short consultation
period will be finalised in an equally
fast manner. Changes will come from
an investment in new infrastructure,
consistent patterns of new residential
or commercial construction and a shift
in the way land is being used.
The North District Plan is very
important as it will shape the
future development of the region.
It will cover a large area of 90,000
hectares of which 56% is open space,
where 850,000 people reside and
435,000 work. The plans incorporate
ambitious objectives and include issues
such as infrastructure investment
(roads, schools, hospitals and public
transport needs) and other complex
planning matters.
The North District of the GSC is
headed by District Commissioner Dr.
Debra Dearing and supported by the
North District Planning Panel which is

North District Map / GSC

responsible for the implementation of
the District Plan and considering any
contentious rezoning proposals.
The GSC and the North District
Planning Panel have been given
planning powers that were traditionally
held by the Minster for Planning.
Together they are empowered to make
planning decisions including changes
to land zoning, lot size, building
heights and density.
Council Responsibilities
Councils currently have responsibility
for maintaining planning controls
through their Local Environment
Plans (LEP). Recent NSW Government
legislation states that local councils
must “give effect” to the GSC’s
District Plans. This means that
although the GSC’s North District Plan
will not initially change Artarmon’s
current planning controls, the GSC
has the authority to change them.
Plans Exhibited to March 2017
The District Plans will be placed
on public exhibition until the end of
March 2017. The public is invited to
make submissions in respect to them.
Artarmon Progress Association will
participate in this review process and
will provide an email update to all
members early in the New Year.
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Tranquility of our gardens
What a wonderful Spring we have
had! Earlier in the year I wrote about
our colourful autumn, more colourful
than I ever remember in Artarmon.
And now the jacarandas are in flower
– how beautiful they are – ushering
in the summer. I have also mentioned
the joy of driving into the streets
of Artarmon after leaving the busy
surrounding roads, Mowbray Road and
Pacific Highway.
It was the peace and tranquillity of
this suburb which enticed many of us
to live here in the first place. We have
to thank the volunteers in our Bushcare
Group who have helped preserve the
area of bushland that contributes so
much to the atmosphere. Our gardens,
too, must play their part in adding to
that tranquillity.
The mature jacarandas are beautiful,
and in a few years time, the young
trees Council planted on the nature
strips will add considerably to our
suburb.
Unfortunately, for just a few of us,
the peace is to be disturbed for a short
time by workmen laying pipes and
cables through our streets. We must
take consolation from the fact that the
job will not take long. This work is
being carried out because it will add
considerable amenity for other people.
Gardens remain our quiet, peaceful
refuge. Reduce the noise from your
lawn mower and other equipment as
much as you can. The most enjoyable
sound is of children playing in the

by Mollie Shelley

back gardens,
particularly as
the evenings
lengthen. Do
all you can
to preserve
these islands
of tranquillity,
not only for
yourself but
also for those
around you.
The hot
days are
becoming
more frequent.
It is time to
attend to the
mulching of
your plants. Sugar cane mulch works
well for my vegie patch and now, for
the first time this year, I am trying
Seamungus around small flowering
perennial plants because of its less
intrusive appearance and proclaimed
nutrition.
What to plant? Climbers such
as wisteria, bougainvillea, and
passionfruit are possible. It is not
too late to plant petunias and phlox,
verbena and marigolds provided you
can give them enough water and mulch
around the young seedlings. In the
vegie patch, for late summer crops, you
could plant beetroot, beans, carrots,
lettuce, radish, tomatoes and silver
beet provided you can look after them.

Isn’t it peaceful / Wendy Bishop

This is our last article before
Christmas. Have a happy day and a
wonderful holiday if you’re having
one. If you are going away, make sure
your plants are well mulched and that
their watering needs are catered for so
that you come home to a garden that
welcomes you.

Roaster of 10 Different
Multi Awarded blends

6

Roasting locally in
Artarmon since 1999

18-20 Cleg St, Artarmon
99668488
www.karmee.com
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Opening Hearts – A Human Rights Day Art
Installation by Michelle Sloane
Sixty-seven years ago my father,
Mietek Slomczynksi, came to
Australia from Poland by boat as a
refugee – a displaced person.
Six months ago, Sydney artist
Penny Ryan woke from a dream
about a human heart being stabbed,
she realised it was a response to the
powerlessness she felt about the global
issue of people seeking asylum.
The dream spurred her to creative
action and on Saturday 10 December,
Penny will oversee the installation of
1468 ceramic human hearts next to
the MCA at Circular Quay. Each small

heart represents the men, women and
children held in detention on Nauru
and Manus Islands.
The individual anatomical hearts
will be wrapped in cloth and placed
in a spiral formation on the lawns
adjacent to the MCA. The public will
be invited to walk into the spiral and
‘unwrap’ a heart.
Each heart has been made by one
of more than 400 people who have
attended workshops run by Penny Ryan.
I will forever be grateful that my
father was lucky enough to survive
the war and come to a welcoming

Boat trailer parking community consultation
On 14 November 2016, Willoughby
City Council endorsed the
commencement of community
consultation following recent
amendments to The Impounding
Act, 1993 that grant councils new
powers regarding boat trailer parking
restrictions.
The changes to the Impounding
Act, 1993 have been developed to
discourage the nuisance caused by
the long term parking of unattended
registered boat trailers on public roads,
often by people who do not live in
the local area, and encourage the offstreet storage of boat trailers to free
up on-street parking spaces for local
residents.
The new legislation relates only
to registered boat trailers, with

registered box trailers and caravans not
included. The changes enable councils
to implement tighter management
arrangements in relation to registered
boat trailers that may otherwise be
parking lawfully on public roads.
Over the period from 1 September,
2015 to 30 October, 2016, Council
received 51 complaints about
boat trailer parking. Northbridge
featured most prominently with eight
streets mentioned with Naremburn,
Willoughby and Artarmon reporting
four or more streets.
If the new powers are applied, boat
trailers must move at least every 28
days, and must move at least one street
block. If the boat trailer does not move,
Council must provide the registered
owner with 15 days’ notice before

Winning your New Year Resolutions
We are heading into the exciting
festive season and soon after we will
hope for a fresh start to our new
year’s resolve! Each year the top
three reported resolutions are 1. Lose
weight, 2. Get Fit, 3. Eat Healthy.
Sound familiar? Sadly, statistics show
that only 8% of those who make these
resolutions see them through and their
secret to success is realistic optimism!
To be realistic about a fitness
resolution means putting in place
practical steps to achieve the fitness
goal. Here are some hints that will help
you win your 2017 fitness resolution:

Australia. This project touches
something in me and many people.
The Asylum Seekers Centre,
Amnesty International, the Refugee
Council of NSW, Jesuit Refugee
Service, Franciscan Services and the
Refugee Casework and Advice Centre
will share an information stall at the
Opening Hearts event. Everyone is
welcome to attend the Opening Hearts
event on Human Rights Day.
To follow the project or to
attend go to https://www.facebook.
com/Penny-Ryan-Confined
Hearts-1706960899586526/.

by Adrian Alexander
impounding the trailer and also has
the option of establishing a charge for
the release of an impounded item.
Willoughby City Council’s current
Parking Permit Scheme establishes
22 Residential Parking Permit Scheme
zones across the City. Council’s
current rules only apply to cars and
motor cycles and do not provide for
the issuing of Parking Permits for boat
trailers or vehicles over 3 tonnes.
The results of the community
consultation will determine the
implementation of the provisions of the
Impounding Amendment (Unattended
Boat Trailers) Act 2015 after 1 January
2017. Until then, Council has advised
that it will maintain its current
practice of not issuing parking permits
for boat trailers.

by Anna Greco

Eat healthy food: Start by adding
one extra vegetable to your dinner.
The Australian Dietary Guidelines
recommend five serves of vegetables
every day – adding one at a time will
make it easier to manage.
Get Fit: Start with 5-minute walks
every day at a particular time, then
increase by 1 minute each week until
you get to 30 minutes. It will take six
months; however, it will set a lifelong
habit that is hard to break.
Lose weight: This resolution is the
most complicated and elusive without
the understanding of the underlying

motivation for weight loss.
The reality is, if you are healthy
it does not matter if you have a bit
of a jelly belly. Making sure you are
active and eating whole foods will go
a long way to achieving good health
and fitness. Being active does not
necessarily mean traditional forms
of exercise. Forcing yourself to do
something you do not enjoy will
never last.
Find an activity or a group of
activities you enjoy doing and do them
regularly. Fitness is ultimately about
eating well and living well.
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Sydney Metro Update
by Peter Egan
Sydney Metro’s response to
submissions on the environmental
impact statement for the Chatswood
to Sydenham section of the Metro
was released in late October. The
impact of the project on Artarmon
has been reduced.
The Nelson Street Chatswood rail
bridge will be retained as long as
possible. Frank Channon Walk along
the western side of the railway line
will be extended to Mowbray Road
once the Metro works are complete.
Mowbray House (a heritage item)
will be retained, but no mention was
made of the palm tree garden within
its curtilage. Traffic lights will be
installed at the Mowbray Road–
Hampden Road intersection to provide
site access, and access to the rail line
once the Metro is operational. As
Mowbray House sits partially across
the intersection, the details of how this
conflict is resolved will be important.
The proposed right-turn lanes
at the intersection of the Pacific
Highway and Mowbray Road will
be delayed. Roads and Maritime

Services (RMS) prefer a solution
that takes into account broader road
network requirements. RMS desire
intersection upgrades to be carried
out together to avoid multiple traffic
disruptions. “As a result, Transport
for NSW is currently working with
RMS and other stakeholders to carry
out a broader review of the traffic
and transport needs in this precinct.
This may include alternative solutions
for improving the intersection. A
decision on the preferred solution for
this intersection may not occur prior
to the proposed closure of the Nelson
Street Bridge.”
In response to the issues raised
by Council and local residents
surrounding the proposed Artarmon
substation site at Barton Road/
Butchers Lane, Artarmon (the
temporary school site), Transport
for NSW has commenced
investigations into an alternative
site for the Artarmon substation
within the Artarmon Industrial Area.
Confirmation of an alternative site
would be dependent on meeting siting

criteria which include: “being directly
located above the track running
tunnels; be accessible by a public road;
and be located such that compliance
with relevant NSW noise policy
guidance may be achieved.” These
criteria appear easily met. If relocated,
a supplementary environmental
assessment would be carried out
and required approvals obtained.
Confirmation of a suitable alternative
site would result in the land at Barton
Road/Butchers Lane being removed
from the project.
To make provision for future branch
lines to the Northern Beaches and
Southern Suburbs, stub tunnels were
planned to the north of Victoria Cross
Station (North Sydney) and between
Waterloo Station and the Marrickville
dive structure. The design complexity
for this long term potential has led to
the removal of the stub tunnels from
current plans. Sydney Metro will
consider an alternative approach of a
more flexible tunnel design and track
alignment to accommodate future line
extensions.

Join our Restore* rewards club and start
earning valuable discount points today!
Nick Logan Pharmacist Advice has a loyalty
program through which you can earn valuable
points every time you shop with us and convert
them into store discounts for future purchases.
How does Restore work? Each time
you shop you earn one Restore point for each dollar you spend (excluding
prescription and S3 items). Once you earn 100 points you can convert your
Restore points into a discount voucher worth $5. The more you shop the more
points you earn and the more you save.
How do I join? Simply fill in the application form in the pharmacy, detach
the Restore card and start earning points immediately.
To earn Restore points: Make sure you show your card during your
purchases to earn Restore points. Your card must be scanned during the
transaction to ensure your points are recorded.
To redeem your discount: Ask our staff to check your points balance
before your transaction to see if you are eligible for a discount (100 points or
more). You can use your discount on that purchase or allow your points to
accumulate and redeem when you are ready.
You deserve healthy rewards! Not only do you earn Restore Rewards
points every time you shop, keep an eye out for special member-only benefits.
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96 Hampden Road, Artarmon
Phone 9419 6880 Fax 9419 6868
Email nloganpa@bigpond.net.au
Web www.pharmacistadvice.com.au
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