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Channel 9 – It’s Back!
The new owner of the Channel 9 site
has applied to the NSW Department of
Planning and Environment to change
the site’s approved concept plan.
The Channel 9 site was sold in 2015
by the Nine Network to LEPC9 Pty
Ltd, a partnership of Australian and
Hong Kong property funds. The Nine
Network will continue to occupy the
site for the next few years. During
this period the new owners will seek
to modify and then finalise the site’s
redevelopment plans.
In April 2016 the new owners lodged
a request for a Secretary’s Environment
Assessment Requirements (SEARs)
certificate that is needed for an
Environmental Assessment they will
submit to justify their planned Concept
Plan modification.
The documents lodged recently
by the new owners outline the key
modifications sought.
Many of these are likely to have
a positive impact on the overall
development and the community.
These include increased levels of green
space, improved visual design and
building layout.
Other modifications however are
not positive. The new owners will
seek a 50% increase in overall building
height from 8 storeys to 12 storeys.
They are also seeking a 28% increase
in apartment numbers from 400 to
510 dwellings.
The existing concept plan was
approved after a lengthy assessment
and review process conducted by the
NSW Department of Planning, followed
by determination by the Planning
Assessment Commission (PAC). PAC’s
decision was subsequently confirmed
by agreement reached by the Land &
Environment Court after the original
owners, Channel 9, appealed.
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by Peter Wilton

Protesters outside Channel 9 in 2015 / Photo P Wilton

The site’s new owners have so
far provided no justification for
their proposed increase in building
height and apartment density.
Neither have they identified why the
Planning Assessment Commission’s
determination and the Land &
Environment Court agreement need
to be overturned.
The new owner’s Concept Plan
modification proposal will be reviewed,
assessed and determined following a
process similar to the original proposal.
The key steps involve the submission
of an Environmental Assessment for
review by the Department of Planning,
community comment and call for
submissions. The application will
then be submitted to PAC for their
determination.
The site developers have already
engaged with local community
groups, including Artarmon Progress
Association and Willoughby Area
Action Group, regarding their plans.
They will also conduct community
consultation sessions open to the public
to explain their modified site plans.

Their proactive community
consultation is welcomed. However
it does not overcome the community
impact from the massive increase
in building height and apartment
density. The community’s response
to the initial Channel 9 plans resulted
in the approval of an appropriately
sized development for the site. The
community needs to again act in the
same way to ensure the development
of the Channel 9 site is not too big or
too dense.

Inside this issue
Editorial		 page 2
A Note from the President		 page 3
Passion for Education		 page 4
Parks & Reserves - Village Green		 page 5
Colds and Flu		 page 6
Artarmon Village Update		 page 7
Opportunites and Challenges		 page 8
Artarmon Drill Hall & School of Arts		 page 9
Councillors’ feedback		 page 10/11
In the Eye of Electrical Storm		 page 12
Autumn Flowers & Trees in Artarmon		 page 13
Specialty v. Commercial Grade Coffee 		page 14
Artarmon Farewells the Bowling Club			page 15

Our next Public Information Meeting is on Wednesday, 22 June!

GAZETTE

supporting the Artarmon community spirit

The Artarmon Gazette is published quarterly by the Artarmon
Progress Association. It is distributed by volunteers, free of
charge to Artarmon residents and businesses.
The Artarmon Gazette seeks to inform residents and
business people about current local events and issues and
discusses matters of interest and concern.
Written contributions and photographs are welcome. Please
submit all non-advertising material to the editor. We accept
material on disk or via email. Editing may be necessary for
style, space or layout considerations.
Views and opinions expressed in the Artarmon Gazette are
not necessarily those of the Artarmon Progress Association
or its members. Although all care is taken for accuracy,
no responsibility can be taken by the association, editor,
designer or printer.

Publisher Peter Wilton
publisher@artarmonprogress.org.au
		
Editor Nina Hutchison
		editor@artarmongazette.org.au
Advertising gazette@artarmonprogress.org.au
Distribution Rob Magner

artarmon
GAZETTE
Design/ Robin Phelan
Production rocketdesign@bigpond.com
Cartoons Wendy Bishop

Printing The Printing Department
		steve@printd.com.au
Print Run 5,000 copies
APA website PimsDesign
Address PO Box 540 Artarmon 1570
Website www.artarmonprogress.org.au/Gazette

Published by:

Artarmon Progress
Association
ABN 77 319 108 019

Since 1906
The APA committee meets at 7.40pm
on the 1st Wednesday of the month,
excluding January. Public welcome.
Venue:
Artarmon Community Hall,
139 Artarmon Road, Artarmon
PO Box 540 Artarmon NSW 1570
sec@artarmonprogress.org.au
www.artarmonprogress.org.au
President Christine Kelley
Vice President Peter Wilton

Editorial
Hello everyone, I’m delighted to introduce myself as the
new editor of the Artarmon Gazette. As a UTS journalism
student I have been given the opportunity to use my
skills for the magazine and I am enthusiastic to work
with members of the Artarmon Progress Association in
delivering news to you.
This local paper has already demonstrated to me the
importance of community and council matters as they have
a profound affect on everyone in the area.
In this issue we have covered some new topics and have revisited issues to keep
you updated. This issue covers matters that are important to the environment
with the introduction of electric cars in Artarmon and an up-to-date report on the
development of the Channel 9 building. Our colourful gardening article has some
great tips and the councillors’ updates on the mergers remind us of the changes
our community faces in the up and coming months.
If you have any feedback or articles, please contact me at editor@
artarmonprogress.org.au. Hope you enjoy this issue!
Until next time,
– Nina Hutchison, Editor

April APA Public information Meeting
by Christine Kelley
At the April public meeting, local member and NSW State
Treasurer, the Hon Gladys Berejiklian, spoke to residents
about local affairs and future initiatives.
The new Metro system would, on completion, ease
overcrowding on North Shore trains. Transport for NSW
project director, Rodd Staples, had met with community
representatives and verified the need to lay the Metro
power line through Artarmon and discussed mitigation
measures planned.
School redevelopment continues, with a new school at
Cammeray, Mowbray Rd Public School extensions completed, plans to redevelop
Artarmon Public School, and Willoughby Public still to be upgraded.
The sale of Channel 9 to a joint venture seeking to increase both height and
density has re-ignited community concern.
The Greater Sydney Commission will deliver Sydney’s Metropolitan Plan
across the CBD, coordinating with Council.
Ms Berejiklian spoke of the certainty for business from government initiatives;
60% of the nation’s jobs are in NSW, with a spurt of rural and regional growth
from infrastructure projects. Introduction of the new XPT will facilitate interstate travel and boost tourism.
Residents expressed concern at the lack of railway access upgrade on the east
side of the station. Ms Berejiklian undertook to resolve various local issues
relating to railway drainage, graffiti, weeds and overgrown trees.

Treasurer Adrian Alexander
Secretary Sue Livingston
Federation Rep & Peter Egan
Traffic & Parking

APA Public Information Meeting

Membership Peter Wilton
Heritage & History Project Adrian Alexander
Public Information Meetings Dale McKay

FUTURE
dates
Council Liaison
Plamen Bassarov
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Fri

12 Aug

Tue 6 Sep

Copy & advertising due
Delivery complete

© Artarmon Progress Association, 2015.
No material may be reproduced by any means
without the permission of the Editor.

Wednesday 22 June 2016
7.45pm– 9.30pm
Artarmon Library Community Hall
139 Artarmon Rd, Artarmon

Mayor Gail Giles-Gidney

will discuss local issues and concerns.
Meet your Mayor and get answers to your questions.

A Note from the President
This issue
we farewell
Gazette editor
Kate Hickey
and coordinator
Parry Aliferis
and thank them
for their past
contribution.
We are fortunate
to have UTS
student, Nina Hutchison, step into
the role of editor and help shape this
edition.
The role of Advertising Coordinator
remains vacant, however. This is a
vital role as advertising funds both
the production costs of the Gazette
and the activities of Artarmon
Progress Association on behalf of the
community. If you are a retired or
semi-retired business person with a
few hours to spare each quarter, we’d
love to have you on the team – see
details in advert below.
APA is keeping a close eye on the
new Channel 9 concept plan, which
seeks a 50% increase in height and
28% increase in density, and will

by Christine Kelley

update members on developments.
Artarmon Village Inc (AVI ) and
APA joined forces in the “Don’t Close
Hampden Rd” campaign against the
partial closure of Hampden Rd for
the North West Metro power line.
While unable to have the route moved,
the community’s voice was heard and
concessions to mitigate disruption
were made – see details pages 6 & 7.
The Environmental Impact
Statement for the Metro Tunnel is on
view online at www.sydneymetro.info
and at Council chambers and libraries.
Submissions are due by 27 June 2016.
With the Sydney Metro lines to pass
under Artarmon and the west side lift
complete, the community is looking
to the redevelopment of the former
library site in Elizabeth St to provide
an opportunity for a centralised library
and community centre, a long awaited
east side rail access upgrade, much
needed additional parking and
public toilets – see “Opportunities &
Challenges” page 8.
Council’s draft Delivery Program,
Operational Plan and Budget for
2016/17 is on exhibition online, at

Council reception and libraries and
feedback can be given until 8 June, in
writing or online at www.haveyoursay.
com.au. Among the highlights are: a
budget surplus, spending of $26mio
on project and capital works, $2.98mio
reduction in loan liabilities, while
annual rates are in line with the special
rate variation.
The Minister for Local Government
has approved, in principle, the
proposed merger of Mosman, North
Sydney and Willoughby councils,
pending legal action by North Sydney.
The larger local government area
and reduced number of councillors
will make the role of the Progress
Association even more important as
a conduit between community and
various levels of government.
As the Association continues to
lobby and advocate on a range of
issues, strong community support is
essential. Join APA and make your
voice heard!
* If you would like to contact me,
email me on:
pres@artarmonprogess.org.au

Join the Artarmon Progress Association
Membership of the Artarmon Progress
Association (APA) is open to all
Artarmon residents. Membership of
the APA is free. The APA is a nonpolitical organisation. Its objective is
to promote and improve the Artarmon
community.
The APA gets involved in a range
of activities, including: arranging

community events such as heritage
week and public information meetings,
publishing the Artarmon Gazette and
lobbying local and state government
on issues affecting Artarmon.
In recent years APA’s advocacy and
support has helped achieve positive
outcomes on many issues.
By being a member of the APA

you demonstrate your support for
the improvement of the Artarmon
Community and will be kept informed
on local news and events.
To join, simply send an email
with your name and address to:
membership@artarmonprogress.
org.au. We look forward to hearing
from you.

LETTERS
to the Editor

WANTED:

MEET
THE
Meet
the Candidates

Do you have local news,
a suggestion or a story to tell?
The Artarmon Gazette is a community
publication and welcomes letters and
contributions from residents.
Articles or comments can be submitted by:
Email: editor@artarmonprogress.org.au
Mail: The Editor, The Artarmon Gazette,
PO Box 540, Artarmon, NSW 1570
The Artarmon Gazette does not publish
anonymous letters. Please include your
email address and phone number so we
can review any editorial changes with you.

Advertising Coordinator
ARTARMON GAZETTE
The Artarmon Gazette is a community
publication run by volunteers. We currently
need a local resident to coordinate the
advertising that appears in Artarmon
Gazette and funds the activities of APA.
The role involves contacting our regular
business advertisers, confirming their
advertising, arranging new advertisements
and coordinating artwork with the Gazette
production team. It requires around eight
hours every three months and would suit
a retired or semi-retired business person.

If you are interested please phone
Christine on 0413 314 189 or email
pres@artarmonprogress.org.au
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CANDIDATES

The Federation of Willoughby
Progress Associations
invites you to

Meet the Candidates
North Sydney
Federal Election
Tuesday, June 21, 2016
7.00pm – 9.30pm
Dougherty Community
Centre Auditorium
7 Victor Street, Chatswood
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Passion for Education Inspires
New Deputy Principal by Jane Rowley
Impeccably dressed in a black and
white striped shift dress, her drop
earrings sparkling against a neat
blonde bob, 47 year old Justine Miller
is the image of a successful business
woman – except she’s not.
Rather, Justine is the new deputy
principal of Artarmon Public School
(APS). But as APS students fill the
playground with raucous before
school games, Justine reveals it was
a different type of career and work
attire that first appealed.
“I actually wanted to join the
mounted police. That was my big
dream.” Justine was set to follow her
father, a former police officer, into
the force, but she fell in love. “I met
my husband and he said to me that
he would never, ever marry a police
woman,” says Justine, smiling.
David, Justine’s future husband,
was already a police officer on his
way to becoming a detective inspector.
“Obviously they see a lot of things that
are quite horrific. I think he just didn’t
want to have that encompass his whole
life; bringing work home so you never,
ever, get away from it.”
Love won out and Justine changed
her focus. “I decided I loved children
and loved the idea of working with
children.” So, she pursued her passion
and became a teacher.
When daughter Jordan arrived,

followed three years later by her sister
Camryn, Justine became a working
mum. Now, in her twenty-sixth year
of teaching, she doesn’t regret her
decision to change careers. “I think for
me, to be a wonderful teacher you just
have to have a passion for it. You just
do it because you love it; really that’s
what keeps you going.”
However maintaining that
enthusiasm has, at times, proved a
challenge for Justine. She spent a
number of years working at schools
in Sydney’s south-west, in areas with
families on low incomes, often from
non-English speaking backgrounds.
It was a combination that
disadvantaged many children. “At
one school where I worked, we were
98 percent non-English speaking and
25 percent of those students were
refugees. One third of my class had no
English whatsoever, not even a ‘hello’.
So trying to level the playing field
for those students could sometimes
be a little bit heart-breaking; you just
wanted what was best for them.”
Her experiences reinforced a
commitment to public education and
the right of all children to access
opportunity. “I am an advocate for
public education,” says Justine firmly.
“I’m a public education child myself,
primary and high school, and I feel
very strongly about providing quality

APS Deputy Principal / Photo David Miller

education for all children.”
That desire drives Justine’s approach
to teaching and will inform her
decisions as she settles into her first
position as a deputy principal.
“We can focus on the academic but
really you need to focus on the whole
child – the academic, the social and
the emotional – that has always been
my philosophy. Children will learn
predominantly if they are happy and
settled and they feel safe; that’s really
the basics of it.”
The APS P&C welcomes
all volunteers and sponsors.
If you would like to get involved,
visit our website
artarmonpandc.org.au

FLAT ROCK BREW CAFE
290 Willoughby Road NAREMBURN

Some great things happening at your local brewery…..!

Like us on

Facebook

to hear about all
our exciting events

3 Award winning craft beer brewed
on site
3 Authentic English ale served from
hand pump
3 Great food
3 Beer tastings and food pairing events
3 Brewery tours upon request
3 A fantastic atmosphere for everyone

3 Function room for up to 40 people
available ~ great for school class
parent events
3 Extensive local and international tap
and bottle list
3 Families welcome
3 Trivia Night
3 Monthly Home Brew Club

To Book a Table
email: flatrockbrewcafe@iinet.net.au or sms: 0427 466 004
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Parks and Reserves Part 4: Artarmon Village Green
by Adrian Alexander
Artarmon residents have always been
willing to volunteer their services to
the community, particularly through
Artarmon Progress Association (APA)
since 1906. Some residents have been
more active than others and deserve
recognition for their contributions.
Charles Henry Wickham (1869–
1936) was one such resident. He
lived in Burra Road adjoining the
Artarmon Reserve. Wickham Park in
White Street, Artarmon was named
after Charles Wickham. The park was
created in the 1980s in response to an
increase in apartment living in West
Artarmon. Landscape improvements
were completed in 2007.
Artarmon railway gardens in
Hampden Road were established in
1928 by the APA. Charles Wickham
designed and managed the gardens
from 1928 until he died in 1936. The
gardens were financed by regular
subscriptions by over 750 Artarmon
residents. Charles did house calls to
collect regular subscriptions from
residents. These subscriptions enabled
two men to be employed for the
equivalent of eight days work per
week, during the Great Depression,
when there was high unemployment.
The gardens regularly won first
prize in railway garden competitions.
By 1934, the gardens were on both
sides of the railway line and covered
over 2.5 acres. The area on the western
side of the railway line eventually
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Smith ROAD, Artarmon

became known
as the Artarmon
Village Green.
In 1938, APA
funded a Charles
Wickham Drinking
Fountain Memorial
on the Village
Green. The Rt. Hon.
William Morris
(Billy) Hughes,
Minister for External
Affairs and former
Prime Minister, at
the unveiling of a
drinking fountain
memorial to Mr
Wickham on the Artarmon Village
Green said: “...man is seen at his best
when he is working for the welfare of
his fellows. He may be a good husband
and good father but something more is
required of him – he is expected to be
a good citizen. Mr Wickham measured
up to this requirement. His sense of
civic responsibility found expression
in a beautiful way.”
After 1936, without the drive and
tenacity of Mr Wickham, it became
necessary for the Council to assist
APA in maintaining the gardens.
The Council took full management
control of the gardens on the western
side in 1941 after formally leasing
the Village Green from the Railway
Commissioners and it continues to do
so today. APA was able to maintain
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COREE ROAD, Artarmon

JIMMY PSALTIS

SAM GREEN

0411 129 221
or 9410 4810

0406 627 898
or 9410 4844

the eastern side gardens until 1942
when water restrictions, limited funds
and lack of manpower, due to WWII,
led to its withdrawal from the project.
The Council created an Artarmon
Reserve Local Committee in the late
1920s and asked APA to nominate
residents for its membership. Charles
Wickham was a member of this
Committee.
In 1937, the APA submitted plans
to Council to develop “Wickham
Walk” within Artarmon Reserve to
enable residents to walk through the
Reserve from the southern railway
subway to Artarmon Oval. This track
still exists today.
APA has asked the Council for new
Wickham Walk signs to be erected
within the Reserve.
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RALEIGH STREET, Artarmon

For proven
results
call us today

Your Local Real Estate Agents
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Colds and Flu by Nick Logan
Common colds and influenza are
viral infections, which affect the
nose, sinuses, throat and airways.
Antibiotics don’t work on viral
infections.
Rest and hydration are the best
means for hastening your recovery
from these viruses and individual
symptoms can be treated with
products from the pharmacy.
Viruses are transmitted in fluid
droplets from coughs and sneezes
and spread more effectively in
winter because we are more likely

to share enclosed spaces.
Adults generally get about three
colds a year and young children can
get as many as ten cases in a year.
Symptoms of the common cold
include sore throat, runny or blocked
nose, sneezing, cough, fever, headache
and lethargy. Influenza symptoms are
similar but are more severe, have a
faster onset and include aching muscles
and joints.
You can reduce transmission of a
cold and the flu by washing hands
regularly, wiping down flat surfaces

Hampden Road Closure
Transport for NSW has reviewed and
now confirmed their plan to lay a new
rail power cable under Hampden Rd,
Artarmon’s main street. Transport for
NSW’s review followed a meeting of
the Sydney Metro Program Director,
Rodd Staples, with representatives of
the Artarmon Progress Association and
Artarmon Village.
At this meeting Mr Staples explained
the new Metro power line was
needed because the existing Epping
to Chatswood power infrastructure
was insufficient to meet the needs of
the Rouse Hill extension and planned
increase in train frequency.
Laying the Metro power line on
the existing North Shore rail corridor
was not a viable option. He explained
that this would compromise the long
term objective of eliminating the
dependency that each rail line of the
Sydney network currently has on the
other. Today, issues on one rail line

artarmon framing
Custom framing

Mounting
Laminating
Artwork Hanging Systems
Canvas Stretching
Mirrors
Conservation Framing
Art Restoration
Advice and Help with
Presentation & Conservation
of Most Things
Andrew Fortescue
94a Reserve Road, Artarmon
Ph: 9439 9992

9.00–4.30 Mon–Fri • 10.00–2.00 Sat

and allowing them to dry and catching
all coughs and sneezes in a tissue and
disposing of it promptly.
More serious bacterial and viral
infections or other medical conditions
may develop from a cold or the flu.
It is important to see your doctor if
the symptoms last for more than ten
days or include: temperature over
38.5C, severe headache, stiff neck,
light sensitivity, skin rash or mottled
skin appearance, unusual drowsiness
or confusion or other distressing
symptoms.

by Peter Wilton

often impact another line, due to the
high level of shared infrastructure. If
the Metro power line was located on
the North Shore rail corridor, then an
issue on that line that affected power
(for example during track maintenance)
would impact train operations on the
Metro lines.
He emphasised that the power cable
was a key part of infrastructure that will
benefit Sydney for decades to come and
it needed to be constructed properly.
A number of alternative options
were discussed. Many were not viable
because of the presence of existing,
often poorly sited, infrastructure. Some
options, for example temporarily using
existing Ausgrid capacity, were noted
and subsequently investigated by
Transport for NSW.
To our disappointment no viable
alternative to the proposed Hampden
Rd route was found.
Transport for NSW and Sydney

Metro authorities, however, have
listened to the APA and Artarmon
Village and understand the community
issues involved. They advised that their
project and construction methods are
efficient and anticipate the Hampden
Rd construction will take around six
weeks through the shopping strip.
They will also implement measures
to mitigate the disruption involved
with the construction. This may
include: performing elements of the
work at night and scheduling the
construction at non-peak times, for
example during school holidays.
Transport for NSW has provided
the community with answers to the
questions that we raised in our last
Gazette.
They are not the answers we were
hoping for, but reflect the reality of
building new infrastructure after years
of neglect in an established built up
environment.

Piano Tuition
in your home

for fun or A.M.E.B. exams

Marian Martinez

marians.piano@gmail.com
0412 310 837
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Artarmon Village Inc. Update: May 2016
It has been confirmed that the cabling
of a 33kV power supply in Hampden
Road will be going ahead.
The Sydney Metro Northwest March
2016 newsletter goes a long way to
explaining their strategy and showing
that they have taken our community’s
concerns seriously (Newsletters are
available at Nick Logan Pharmacist
Advice). We have urged Sydney Metro
to work on Hampden Rd and Brand
St at night to help minimise daytime
traffic disruption; to begin work in
January 2017 to avoid traffic generated
by the school term; and to concentrate
resources during the work in the

Artarmon shopping strip so that the
work can be completed within four to
six weeks.
In April, Sydney Metro Northwest
confirmed that:
a) Contractors Northwest Rapid
Transport are planning some design
investigations between mid-May
and mid-June. This will include
some potholing along the alignment

Repair Café Northside

Don’t throw out that broken item!
Bring it to Repair Café Northside,
where volunteers will help you:
Mend:

Jewellery, ceramics, shoes,
toys, clothes, zips, bags,
small woodwork repairs
and household batteryoperated items.

Sharpen: Kitchen knives, secateurs
and pruning tools.

When:

First and second Sunday
each month, 1.00 to 3.00pm

Where:

Church Hall, cnr Mowbray
Road & Pacific Highway –
enter from Mowbray Road

Parking: Behind former Chatswood
South Uniting Church
Can’t attend?
For repair information phone:
Wendy Dwyer 0410 280 912
(Permaculture Sydney North)
or Wendy Bishop 9420 4884
(Permapatch Community Garden)
Donations are welcome to keep the
Repair Café operating.
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by Nick Logan

and workers out looking into
existing service pits, surveying,
placing markings on the ground.
This information feeds into their
detailed design.
b) They are planning to do a noise
impact assessment in the Hampden
Rd area mid-year (June/July).
Aside from managing the impact of
cabling in Hampden Road, a survey
of our members prioritised these other
projects for 2016 in the village:
1. Maximising and simplifying
parking.
2. Establishing a public toilet.
3. Streetscaping with a unified theme.

Feeling left behind
in the Digital Age?
Has your computer upgraded to
Windows 10?
Are you confused?
Have you been given a computer, iPad
or tablet and don’t know what to do?
If you are over 55 or have a disability, the
Crows Nest Centre Computer Club can help.
Learn Windows 7, 8, 10 and Apple Mac,
(desktop, laptop and iPad), in small
and friendly weekday classes.

For information or to volunteer
call: 9460 8866 or email:
2065secretary@cnccc.org.au

www.cnccc.org.au
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Artarmon – Opportunities and Challenges
by Keith Anderson

Installation of the long awaited
station lift, along with other pending
developments in Artarmon, provides
great opportunities and challenges
for the community.

Opportunities:

Community Centre & Library –
The temporary re-location to Artarmon
Rd has been an excellent solution
whilst the future of the Elizabeth St
site is determined. Redevelopment of
the former library site will provide
an opportunity to re-establish a more
central library, enhanced community
centre and public toilets.
Pacific Highway / Mowbray Rd –
Traffic changes at this critical junction
will accompany construction of the
Metro tunnel. There is potential to
improve efficiency of the intersection
and divert some through traffic, which
uses Artarmon as an alternative route
to access the freeway and other lower
north shore destinations.

Challenges:

Hampden Rd – Traffic, pedestrian
safety, parking & construction

The station lift, together with measures
to address a declared “Black Spot”
at the Broughton and Hampden Rd
intersection, has had significant flowon impacts on parking and, ironically,
pedestrian safety.
The business community,
represented by Artarmon Village Inc
(AVI), is concerned with reduction in
parking, which it sees as a threat to its
viability, as well as inconveniencing
the wider community.
Declaration of the eastern side of
Hampden Rd as a “No Parking” zone,
3.30pm–6.30pm, matching “am”
restrictions, is seen as unnecessary.
Many consider the “Black Spot”
would have been better addressed
with new traffic lights. However,
at approximately $600K, this was
rejected by Council and RMS.
Other issues include: location
of Loading and Disabled Zones,
forthcoming re-development of
98/102 Hampden Rd and the Metro
power cabling project.
Fortunately APA, working with
AVI, Willoughby Council and local
Member, Hon Gladys Berejiklian,

has achieved modification in the
scheduling of the cabling project.
APA is already working closely
with Council on measures to improve
pedestrian safety, parking and traffic
flow in the village.
Station lift – Extension to Wilkes
Ave and East side community
Some have accepted as “better than
nothing” the inexplicable decision
by Transport for NSW, in the face
of overwhelming evidence to the
contrary, not to include a lift on
the eastern side as part of its “Easy
Access” program.
Now that the Metro tunnel will
by-pass Artarmon station, the need to
extend the lift to Wilkes Ave must be
re-opened.
The supporting case is strong; with
much easier accessibility for all in our
community, Village businesses would
greatly benefit.
APA will address these challenges
with community leaders and monitor
central re-establishment of the
library and community centre, plus
improvements to the Pacific Highway/
Mowbray Rd intersection.

At Mind Heart Body Centre we believe in a holistic approach to treating and preventing pain.
Our range of services aims to address factors such as, physical, mental, emotional and social stressors
that may be contributing to your problem, to help you achieve optimum health and happiness.

Specialising in:
• Back, neck, shoulder pain
• Sporting / Dance Injuries
• Women’s Health
• Pre and postnatal care
• Exercise rehabilitation

Mind Heart Body Centre

Suite 3, First floor, 92 Hampden Road, Artarmon NSW 2064
Phone (02) 8068 4696 • Fax (02) 8068 4768 • admin@mindheartbodycentre.com.au

www.mindheartbodycentre.com.au
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Artarmon Drill Hall and School of Arts
by Adrian Alexander

The Drill Hall in Broughton Road was
Artarmon’s first community hall, built
in 1908.
The Second Boer War in South Africa
1899-1902 was one of the earliest
overseas conflicts in which Australian
citizens participated. Until Federation
in 1901, each State Government had
its own Army and promoted universal
military training. Federation brought the
State-based units together by 1903 to
form the Australian Army.
Hannibal Sloan, who lived at 192-194
Hampden Road, joined the Permanent
Staff of the NSW Army in 1900 and in
1908 his wife Jane bought 11 Broughton
Road and built the Drill Hall on it.
The hall was used by D Company, 1st
Battalion, St George’s English Rifles
Regiment (a NSW Regiment) for
training purposes.
The Commonwealth Government
leased the property in 1912 for defence
purposes and it was used between 1912
and 1916 for recruitment, training and
medical examinations.
Hannibal embarked for overseas

service in WW1 in August 1915, aged
44 years, with the rank of Captain, later
promoted to Major. In February 1917, he
commanded the Australian 8th Training
Battalion, before serving in French
Flanders battlefields, where he was
wounded and repatriated in November
1917 to Australia. He retired in 1938
with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel.
In 1918 Herbert Sparrow Hart bought
the Drill Hall from Mrs Sloan and
leased the property to the trustees for the
Artarmon School of Arts, with an option
to buy the property. Mr Hart financed
the additions to the hall and Lady Cook,
wife of the Prime Minister Joseph Cook,
opened the new building in July 1921.
The trustees exercised the option to buy
the property in June 1922 with finance
from Mr Hart.
St Basil’s Church of England
purchased the property from the trustees
of the School of Arts in 1926, again
with finance from Mr and Mrs Hart, and
continued to offer the lending library,
billiard and card room activities under
the name of St Basil’s Institute.

It is not clear when St Basil’s Institute
ceased to operate and became just St
Basil’s Church Hall. Community events
continued to be held in the hall until
it was sold to a developer in 1980 for
construction of apartments, now known
as 3 Broughton Road. A new hall and
rectory were built behind the church
with the sale proceeds.
Artarmon’s link to the Boer War is
through its street names, Baden-Powell,
Rimmington, Kitchener, French, White
and Buller. These streets are named after
British Generals who participated in the
Boer War.
The APA would like to obtain
photographs of St Basil’s Church Hall.
If you can help us, please scan the
photos and email them to
history@artarmonprogress.org.au or
telephone Adrian on 0401 644 052
and he will arrange scanning and their
immediate return.
The Artarmon History Project team
is also seeking any copies of pre-1980s
photographs, postcards and memorabilia
of Artarmon building and activities.

Inner Touch
Natural Therapies

Reflexology • Remedial Massage • Lymphatic Drainage
Jin Shin Jyutsu • Energy Healing • TRE and more ...

Olga Kulanowska
RAOA and ATMS Acc. Memb.

Special Offer*
60 min. Energy Healing session
for only

$49 (normally $80)

The main purpose of Energy Healing is to enhance the
life force “Qi” through clearing the energy blocks within the body
in order to restore the internal flow of “Qi’ and overall well being.
* Offer valid until the end of June 2016 for new clients and existing clients
and not in conjunction with any other offers.

For an appointment call: 0417 240 868
Rebates Available From Most Funds

www.innertouch.com.au

Suite 3, 84 Hampden Road, Artarmon
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...
Fit for the Future
As I write, 42
councils will
disappear and 378
councillors have
been removed as a
result of the NSW
Government’s
Stronger Councils – Stronger
Communities announcements. These
announcements are based on the reports
by the various delegates appointed by
the government to review the operation
of NSW Councils.
Nineteen newly merged councils
have been formed, with a further nine
pending the results of court action –
including North Sydney, Mosman and
Willoughby. Administrators and interim
general managers have been appointed
to each of the new councils, which will
not hold their elections until September
2017 - 12 months later than those not
being merged.
Each new council will receive
up to $10 million to meet the costs
of merging, plus up to $15 million
for investment in new community
infrastructure.
However the process of establishing
new councils remains unclear. The
administrators nominated to run
the new organisations will appoint
“Implementation Advisory Groups”
made up of former mayors and
councillors.
So our merger is on hold. If the
merger proceeds, (it is very likely that
it will!) based on the recommendations
of our delegate, Ian Reynolds, your new

Council will be known as the City of
the Lower North Shore, divided into 5
wards, with 15 Councillors including
the Mayor. The Mayor will no longer
be elected by the people but by the
Councillors.
To view the delegate’s report:
https://www.strongercouncils.nsw.
gov.au/pending-councils/mosmanmunicipal-north-sydney-andwilloughby-city-councils/
So now we wait for the outcomes of
the court action being undertaken by
North Sydney and Mosman.
The Channel 9 Site Saga
Following the sale of the Channel 9
site on Artarmon Road, the new owners
have lodged a modified Concept Plan
with the NSW Department of Planning
(DoP). The modified plan greatly
changes the Concept Plan that was
agreed to by Channel 9, Willoughby
Council (WCC) and the Planning
Assessment Commission (PAC) in
January, 2015.
The Concept Plan agreed to in 2015
came about as a result of extraordinary
levels of coordinated community
involvement and engagement led by
the Progress Associations and the
Willoughby Area Action Group.
Despite the fact that the Land
& Environment Court approved a
maximum of eight storeys with 400
apartments and 500 sqm of commercial
space, the modified Concept Plan, calls
for increased height up to 12 storeys
and 510 apartments.
An Environmental Statement for

the modified Concept Plan has been
submitted to the DoP who will call
for submissions from the community
and WCC. Remember WCC is not the
consent authority for this development.
Community consultation sessions,
coordinated by the new owner of the
site, to introduce and explain their
modified Concept Plan are to be held
late May.
By the time you read this those
sessions will have occurred but you
can still write to parksidewilloughby@
jbaurban.com.au or the Department of
Planning http://majorprojects.planning.
nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_
job&job_id=7631 or your local member
Gladys Berejiklian willoughby@
parliament.nsw.gov.au
– michelle.sloane@willoughby .nsw.gov.au

Channel Nine
The Channel
Nine site will
be reworked for
development
through the
Department of
Planning gateway
process. Council will not have carriage
of any reworking of the previously
approved plan. As the tower may be
removed from the site, the developer
will look for a far higher yield. This
means more units.
The other issue is Channel Nine,
a local employment generator, is
leaving the site. One local site,
Gore Hill business park, would be
a good location for Nine, retaining
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employment in the area. Council
recently moved to assist in this
happening with a rezoning application
from the Gore Hill developer.
Council Mergers
The State Government has indicated
that the current Willoughby City
Council area will go to local
government elections in March 2017,
instead of September this year. This
means Willoughby City Council is to
merge, most likely with both Mosman
and North Sydney Council areas.
It is extraordinary that the State
Government would force council
mergers when one or more parties do
not want to proceed. Reluctant partners
may not make for a good start.
The Government’s rhetoric about
the need for change, seemingly for
change sake, is also not a good start.
The assertion of large amounts of

monetary savings to residents through
larger council structures is just stuff of
myths. I base this on the evidence of
Victoria and Queensland with council
mergers, and on rules the Government
has set, for example: no staff cuts and
the budget of each merged council to
continue for three years.
To move forward, any merger,
whether in the private or public sector,
has to be based on commercial method
and objective. The Government has
not spoken about larger councils
assisting the changing demographics
of our community. They appear not to
have even considered the issue of any
whole of government service model
with a new council structure. These are
not new concepts, but they have not
been introduced into any rationale for
larger councils.
Communities are what councils need
to serve, not regions of communities,

Childcare Centre Update

In the past year, residents have been
concerned with the overdevelopment
of the proposed Mowbray Road/
Muttama Road childcare centre. The
development raised many concerns that
could potentially affect the entire area,
including parking, noise and traffic.
The recent judgement handed down
by Commissioner Pearson, approved
the quality of care for the number of
students proposed, and the proposal
did meet the standard for outdoor and
indoor space. So why are local residents
concerned?
“The main concern is the adequacy
of parking,” Deputy Mayor, Michelle

and this is what Willoughby City
Council has done well.
If the Government wanted
efficiencies it could have mandated
that councils in a certain area establish
a shared computer system. The same
could have been applied to engineering
and depot works. NSWROC tried
shared garage collections, partially
arising out of the Government
guidelines. So commercial ‘back of
house’ efficiencies have always been
possible, with political will. This would
have achieved savings and operational
scale, but kept the “local” in local
government.
Many say it is a good idea to merge
councils. The impact of the loss of local
representation will only be understood
when another unyielding bureaucracy is
far less responsive to a resident’s need
for assistance. Only time will tell.
– stuart.coppock@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

by Nina Hutchison

Sloane, explains. “Even if… staff are
not all on site at one time, there would
still be a deficiency of parking… The
applicant now has an opportunity to
amend the application, reducing child
numbers so that the centre achieves
a staffing level of 12 staff, while still
providing quality childcare.”
The judgment will enable the
controversial development to go
ahead with minor changes, however
the win for the community is the
hope to reconcile the parking design
issue and staffing, thereby reducing
child numbers.
It was suggested that the developer
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takes into consideration the issue of
parking for parents as well as teachers,
to reduce traffic during parent pick up
and drop off time. The ratio of students,
teachers and parking spaces must
all be taken into consideration when
redesigning the parking space.
The developer was given until 13
May to amend its application.
If these changes are agreed to by
Council, they could be approved by the
Commissioner in Chambers, or at the
next mention on the 30th of May, when
both parties will appear in front of the
Commissioner. Residents are following
developments closely.
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Artarmon In the Eye of Electrical Storm
by Alethea Morison

Could Artarmon be the birthplace
of an electric vehicle revolution in
Australia?
Australia’s first Tesla electric vehicle
showroom opened in Artarmon on 31
March, with punters camped out days
before to put their $1,500 deposit on
a Tesla Model 3 all-electric car, for
delivery in 2018. World wide, $US14
billion of sales in the first week made
this the most valuable product launch
in history.
Tesla 3 is part of a vision for massadoption of electric vehicles. While
the current Tesla S model costs over
$A90,000 plus luxury sales tax,
the Model 3’s price is likely to be
set around $A60,000. The running
costs for re-charging, replacing and
re-fuelling are estimated by Choice at
around $650 for over 14,500 km, and
less for households with solar panels.
Lane Cove MP, Anthony Roberts,
in his Minister for Resources and
Energy hat, accepted an invitation
from Greens MP, Jeremy Buckingham
to test-drive a Tesla S from the
Artarmon showroom. Afterwards,
he declared on his Facebook page,
“We’re backing this sort of innovation
here in NSW and will do everything
we can as Government to allow for
this level of imagination to flourish
in our great state.”
The Greens are urging government

to switch support from methanol,
with its “dubious environmental
benefits” and help NSW embrace
electric cars by allowing ev’s in transit
lanes, waiving stamp duty, halving
registration fees, purchasing ev’s
for government fleets and installing
charging stations. Most critically,
they are demanding a transition to
renewable energy.
Tesla has sparked imaginations by
being more than your basic hatchback
or sedan with a battery under the
bonnet. It’s built for the future from
the ground up, with touch screen
control and smart technology that
means it can navigate (safely, we’re
assured) at speed, drive itself in and
out of the garage and accelerate from
0 to 100 km/hr in 6 seconds.
Tesla S’s have been seen pulling
out silently and swiftly (but not quite
that swiftly) from the showroom at
the corner of Franklin and Herbert
Street and from parking spaces in
Hampden Rd.
Obstacles for electric vehicles have
included consumers’ “range-anxiety”
and time taken for charging. The
Tesla has a range of about 345 km
per charge and has installed its own
charging infrastructure, with superchargers located in cities and also
to date at 8 sites along the route
from Melbourne to Port Macquarie
for longer distance journeys.
Superchargers give a 50% charge in
20 minutes and 80% in 50 minutes.
The Tesla sites augment existing public
charging infrastructure, including

the charge point atop Westfield
Chatswood’s car park, under and
powered from Willoughby Council’s
166kW solar farm.
With fossil fuel and coal more and
more “on the nose” worldwide, Tesla
has arrived in Australia with options
for running on renewable resources.
In the US, Tesla magnate, Elon Musk,
created Solar City, a company that
supplies Tesla powerwall batteries
linked with solar generating systems
to businesses and residences, so that
energy collected during the day can
be stored to re-charge vehicles or
meet other energy needs overnight.
In Australia, Origin and solar
providers such as Natural Solar
have started installing solar energy
systems coupled with Tesla powerwalls in residences around Sydney.
The Australian Solar Council
captures the possibilities in these
poetic words, “It is when you add
the electric car to renewable energy
resource that you begin to hit on
a vertical integration potential of
energy optimisation with minimal
environmental impact.”
The electric car will never replace
healthy, fun-giving, economical,
space-efficient bicycles but the
benefits of it replacing petrol and
diesel powered vehicles would be
huge. Tesla has its competitors and
detractors in the car company and
fossil fuel giants.
Will Tesla and its mastermind,
Elon Musk, weather the electric storm?
The future will tell.
For over twenty five years
Physiotherapist Ann Liebert
has run her practice in
Artarmon specialising in:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Headaches
Back Pain
Musculoskeletal Pain
Laser Physiotherapy
Sports Injuries
Occupational-related Pain

ANN LIEBERT
Physiotherapist

Artarmon Musculoskeletal & Laser Physiotherapy
Suite 6 • 110 Hampden Road • Artarmon

PH: 9419 3404

FAX: 9419 2880
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Autumn Flowers and Trees in Artarmon
by Mollie Shelley

Enjoy your garden – we are fortunate
to have them.

Roaster of 10 Different
Multi Awarded blends

118 Hampden Rd

9411 5225
Open
Mon-Fri:
7.30 to 6.30
Sat: 8.00 to 4.00

(Closed Sundays and Public Holidays)

Support our business to keep the ARTARMON VILLAGE vibrant!
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dozens of seedlings throughout the
front garden. Fortunately they are
easily pulled out while still young. The
tree’s main benefit is its beautiful trunk
of flaky white bark throughout the
year, especially in winter. Following
that are a number of different maples
in the back garden, and finally the
large Japanese maple in the front
garden. Leaf drop makes great mulch
in some parts of the garden; some of
it can go into the compost bin mixed
with the vegetable waste.
When the clean-up is done and
Spring is just around the corner, it is
time to fertilise the whole garden. I use
a pelleted manure because it is easiest
for me to manage. Mature compost
from my bins is mostly used for new
plantings and seedlings, particularly
in the veggie garden.
Camellias and Gordonias are the
backbone of many Sydney gardens.
Sasanqua camellias are the first off
the mark, as early as February for
some. They are inclined to drop while
still fully open, so it is better to plant
them away from footpaths and steps.
Their fallen flowers make good mulch.
Gordonias are used by Council as
nature strip plantings because they are
tough and don’t interfere with overhead
wires. Because of their long golden
stamens they are often mistaken for
camellias. Camellias can be espaliered
against fences and trellises, some are
suitable as hedges or tub plantings, and
there is a range of colours, size and
shapes, enough for them to become a
lifetime hobby for some.

20

Over the last six months Artarmon has
been blessed with a superb flowering of
trees, probably because of rain, earlier
and more prolific than last year. We
were fortunate to miss the worst of
the damaging storms that hit southern
suburbs. The Jacarandas were a little
later than usual this year, but performed
well in November/December. They
were followed in February/March by
a wonderful display of Crepe Myrtles,
then purple Tibouchinas, with a display
better than I ever recall, fit for royalty.
The health of trees and shrubs in our
area, particularly the Gordonias and
Camellias, suggests we are heading
to a good Autumn/Winter into Spring
display.
It is not too late to plant annuals polyanthus, primula, cineraria for a
Spring display, although June is a little
late to plant Spring flowering bulbs daffodils, jonquils, freesias, hyacinths.
They are already shooting, preparing
for the flowering that brightens our
lives so much. Bulbs and corms
that are suitable include Dutch and
Japanese Iris, Gladioli, Calla, Scilla
(Bluebells), Tuberous Begonias. In
our veggie gardens possible plantings
include beetroot, cabbage, peas, radish,
silver beet and spinach. It is also
time to start thinking about planting
strawberries and rhubarb.
Now autumn has arrived and the leaf
drop from deciduous trees is starting.
Mine follow the same sequence each
year. First is the Acer negundo, the
Trident Maple - the dirtiest tree I’ve
planted. It flowers each year, producing
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Roasting locally in
Artarmon since 1999
Bring this
this for
for 20%
10% off
off
Bring

18-20 Cleg St, Artarmon
99668488
www.karmee.com
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Specialty v. Commercial Grade Coffee
by Toby Cutler, Salvage Specialty Coffee
This edition I thought I’d briefly
speak about differences between a
specialty and commercial grade coffee
and why we are so particular about
what we choose to serve at Salvage.
Simply put, all green beans grown
are graded and classified for export
based on specific criteria, i.e. size,
appearance, defects and flavour. The
coffee is sorted into five grades and
given a score out of 100, with only
the greens scoring above 80 points
to be regarded as specialty.
Many factors, such as the altitude
at which the coffee is grown, the
varietal of the crops and care taken
in picking only the ripest red cherries,
will contribute to the success of a
quality coffee. Preferred specialty
varieties tend to be slower to grow
as well as lower yielding than others.
To produce a specialty coffee, the
attention to detail must continue
throughout the entire process.
Over the past decade, many specialty
coffee roasters have decided to bridge
the gap between themselves and
origin by personally investing from
this end to help farmers produce

a coffee that meets the 80 point
requirement. Personal financial
backing assists farmers to improve
methods, whether it be further training
of the pickers, improved processing/
drying or bettering the environment
in which the coffee is stored. This
invariably leads to higher quality in
the cup.
As consumption of coffee worldwide continues to grow, the safe
route for farmers is to produce a
commercial product. The coffee grows
quicker and with more abundance,
is less heavily scrutinised and easily
sold off to brokers. Commercial coffee
manufacturers tend to buy bulk lower
end coffee from various regions,
mix them and roast them all darker,
masking the defects in the coffee and
removing any of the natural flavours
and characteristics that specialty
coffee producers strive to represent.
So given the higher costs and other
risks involved in taking the route
of the higher grade product, what
incentive does a farmer have to put
their business on the line to try and
produce specialty?

The answer is very little…
Many specialty coffee roasters/cafés
choose to supply information cards
alongside a beverage to celebrate the
farmers’ ongoing efforts and recognise
their contribution to the specialty
industry.
At Salvage we can proudly say we
are the only café in Artarmon solely
serving a specialty product.

Best Wishes for
a Speedy Recovery
The team at the Artarmon Gazette
wish Tony Kemm all the best for his
recovery from his hip replacement
operation late last month.
Tony, a long time resident of
Artarmon, is one of the team of 30
volunteers who deliver the Artarmon
Gazette to Artarmon residents and
businesses and has been delivering
700 copies of each issue of the
Gazette to businesses in the Artarmon
Industrial Area for the past 15 years
or more.

.
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Artarmon Farewells the Bowling Club
by Adrian Alexander
Willoughby City Council has
announced the purchase of the
Artarmon Bowling Club land in Burra
Road Artarmon for $1 million, on
the understanding that it be used for
recreational activities in perpetuity.
Late last year the members of
Artarmon Bowling Club in Burra Road
voted to fold the club.
Artarmon Progress Association
sponsored the formation of the
Bowling Club in 1946. The original
proposal was to construct two
greens and a clubhouse in Artarmon
Park in Parkes Road. After long
and unsuccessful negotiations with
the Council and consideration of
an alternative proposal to use part
of Thomson Park, the members
decided in February 1952 to instead
buy a former sandstone quarry in
Burra Road for their home. Bowling
commenced on the lower green on 1
October 1955 and on the top green in
January 1961.
The original trustees were Frederick
Packer, Edwin Trollope and George
Phillips, who were personally liable
for the debt raised to buy the land and
to build the clubhouse and greens.

Artarmon Bowling CLub / Photo Christine Kelley

Initially, the land was financed by the
vendor, then in 1954 by a loan from
the Commonwealth Bank. The debt
was repaid by 1972.
In 1984 separate men’s and women’s
clubs were formed to manage bowling
matters, with the Artarmon Bowling
and Recreation Club Ltd attending
to administration. In 1995, the
company sold two small pieces of
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land to the Willoughby City Council
for incorporation into the Artarmon
Reserve.
APA supports the incorporation
of this land into the Artarmon
Reserve with its future use subject
to community consultation under a
new Artarmon Reserve Master Plan.
Please send your ideas to editor@
artarmonprogress.org.au.
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