w w w. a r t a r m o n p r o g r e s s . o r g . a u

Edition 70
June 2015

supporting

the

Artarmon

community

Protests heighten over childcare centre

spirit

by Helena Ho
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The developer of the proposed
86-place childcare centre, to be
established at the intersection of
Muttama, Stafford and Mowbray
Roads, has decided against amending
their development application.
The developer was given the
chance to modify their development
application following the Land and
Environment Court conciliation
conference, held on 14th April.
However they did not respond to the
28-day deadline, which passed on
Tuesday 12th May.
It is understood that the developer
has changed their legal representation
and is pushing for a court date later
this month, as a continuation from
the conciliation conference last April.
The meeting saw a group of
30 people gather in front of the
proposed development, comprising
lawyers, subject matter experts and
residents surrounding the area.
The conference heard from
residents’ perspectives the impacts
of the development on the area.
These covered a range of issues
heritage of Artarmon.
Community representative,
Suzanne Estella, stressed that
increased noise levels would be
“excessive and unreasonable.”

“Children and adult voices,
mechanical plants […] in addition car
gates hundreds of times a day in the
proposed 21 place car park adjoining
our property, would have a very
negative impact on our lives,” she said.
Brian O’Gallagher, a local resident,
generated by the site had been
incorrectly interpreted.
as an average over a 2 hour period,
7am to 9am. We believe the bulk of
8am to 9am,” he said.
exceed the Roads and Maritimes
Services threshold for local roads of
200 vehicles per hour.”
Resident Glenda Gartrell echoed
these sentiments, stating that the
increased level of danger to the
narrow, heavily used streets.”
Additionally, she stressed that
the size of the development was
inconsistent with the streetscape
character of the Artarmon Heritage
Conservation Area.
“Street frontages and appearances
of individual properties are completely
lost when car parking, rubbish
bins, ramps, shade sails adequate

for a medium to large business are
accommodated, [and when] large trees
and gardens are removed,” she said.
The meeting did not hear the
perspectives of members from the
developer’s party.
As reported in the last edition of
the Gazette, an earlier proposal in
2014 was withdrawn after it met
with community resistance. The last
revision of the proposal involved three
residential properties, with access
points from Muttama, Mowbray and
Stafford Road.
If you have views on this issue,
please write to the Council, the APA,
or send an email to the Gazette at
editor@artarmonprogress.com.au.
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Editorial
Greetings everyone. Welcome to the mid-year issue of the
Gazette
we’re already halfway through 2015 and just approaching the
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we’ve been living in winter for quite a while now, hasn’t it?
I don’t know about you, but after those ravaging storms back
in April, I’m yearning for the warmer season to return. One
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way we handled the damage collectively, picked ourselves back up and dusted each
other off. In her regular Sustainability column (p.12), Alethea Morison notes how
neighbours helped one another to minimise damage, including plugging leaks,
cleaning gutters and clearing the tree limbs that were haphazardly swept across
these that keep the ethos and camaraderie of Artarmon alive.
It wasn’t just the weather that shifted the landscape of our community. Artarmon
Village has also had its fair share of changes over the past month. Sadly, H.O.W
Hair on Wilkes Avenue is the latest store in Artarmon to shut its doors, having
closed mid-May after more than a decade of business (p.7). Developments on
the train station are now underway, although not everybody is pleased with the
way the development is being handled (p.3). Progress on the Hampden Road
The two chandeliers hanging in front of an empty space over on Wilkes Avenue
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to be a café/tapas style licensed restaurant – so we’ll keep our eyes peeled on that
development.
The APA have also experienced a few changes over the past few months.
Gazette readers may be sad to hear that Barry Thompson, previous editor and
a prominent APA member, has relocated to the inner West over Autumn. Barry
was indeed a beloved community member, and his charisma will certainly be
missed in Artarmon. To me, he was also a fantastic mentor, overseeing my growth
here at the Gazette
contribution to this issue’s Gazette. I look forward to producing more quality
issues with him for the rest of this year.
Enjoy this issue of the Gazette
a touching tribute to Barry Thompson (p.14) written by John Peacock. Barry, we
miss you, and we hope your move to the Inner West has been a smooth one!
As usual, if you have any questions and feedback then please don’t hesitate to
contact me. Shoot me an email at editor@artarmongazette.org.au – I’d love to hear
from you!
– Helena Ho, Editor
editor@artarmongazette.org.au
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Following the misinterpretation surrounding “Where Have All The Landlords Gone”
(p.7, iss.69), the Gazette would like to clarify that Comfort & Fit on Hampden Road
has closed down; not Artarmon Shoe Repairs, Key Cutting and Engraving.
The Gazette would like to apologise for any miscommunication caused.

APA Public Information Meeting
Wednesday 24th June 2015 at 7.45pm
Willoughby City Council General Manager

Debra Just
will outline plans for the new Artarmon Station (including its lift)
and discuss other local issues at

Artarmon Library Community Hall
139 Artarmon Rd, Artarmon

President’s Note
Winter is upon
us again and the
Autumn colours
are behind
us. What an
Autumn we
have had with
the storms in
early May!
Fortunately the damage to Artarmon
was quite minor but I would like to
thank our Council works department
for doing such a great job of cleaning
up our many parks and grounds so
swiftly.
It is sad to say that we are losing
a couple of very valuable members
of our Artarmon community. Barry
Thompson is moving to soak up the
buzz of the inner west. Barry has been
an enormous asset to Artarmon over
the years in his various roles on the
APA and as Willoughby councillor.
Ross Dickson has also closed up his
Salon and moved to High Street in
Willoughby. Ross has held a number
of roles on the APA over the years and
has been a driving force in many social

and community events, including the
night markets, Earth Hour and many
activities for the youth of Artarmon
over the years. We wish you well in
Willoughby.
Other movements we have seen
in the shopping village include the
relocation of the Commonwealth Bank,
to have been reached on the Hampden
Road development. Earlier in May it
was great to see Artarmon Mowers
having a sale with a sausage sizzle
and the brightly coloured balloons
of Plus Fitness promoting their gym.
On the Wilkes Ave side of the village
two chandeliers allude to a grand new
business opening soon. Let’s hope that
the Hampden Road development gets
going and we see more busy days in
Artarmon village.
A couple of things the re-election
of the Baird Government
(congratulations, Gladys, on a great
result and your new role) might have

will be above or below ground through
Artarmon? Also, what will happen
with the Council amalgamations?
By the time this goes to print, I
hope you have all had an opportunity
to visit Vivid when it comes to
Chatswood this year – this is a great
win for the residents of Willoughby.
I would also like to acknowledge
the successful opening night of the
Heritage exhibition and the efforts of
Adrian Alexander and Katie Walshe,
particularly poignant with the 100th
year anniversary of Gallipoli.
We have also been fortunate with
Parry Aliferis joining the Gazette team
to assist Helena in getting the Gazette
out on time.
Finally I would like to make a plug
and encourage you to attend our next
Information Night where we have the
new General Manager of Willoughby
coming to speak. It is important for
Debra Just to see the local interest in
Artarmon and the Willoughby LGA.

out the proposed route of the new cross
harbour tunnel, and if the train line

* If you would like to contact me,
email me on:
pres@artarmonprogess.org.au

Railway upgrade ruffles locals’ feathers
by Parry Aliferis
that the mooted accessibility upgrade
works to Artarmon station which are
scheduled for completion by 2016 are
now underway – but not all residents
are happy with how things have been
handled to date.
Whilst the community appears
united on better access for all
residents, including those in need of
wheelchair access and lifts for parents

travelling with prams, the proposed
solution offered by Transport for NSW
has been a bone of contention leading
up to the commencement of works in
April 2015.
The Gazette can reveal that a
number of representations by
concerned community members,
including the Progress Association,
seem to have fallen on deaf ears at

The use of a recycled over-bridge
originally made for Turramurra station,
as well as a lack of response to issues
raised by concerned residents, seem to
be at the heart of discontent by some.
Whilst it now appears that the
accessibility upgrade will now
proceed as announced, the style in
which it has been rolled out will leave
its own legacy in the mind of some
unhappy residents.

2015 APA MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL NOW DUE
3 EASY STEPS TO ARTARMON PROGRESS ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP & RENEWAL
1

Choose membership type and period:
1 year : single – $10 family – $20

3 year :

single – $25

family – $50

2. Using a mobile App or internet banking, pay chosen amount to:
BSB: 062-104
A/C: 00900037
A/C Name: APA
Enter your surname at ‘reference’
3. Email : membership@artarmonprogress.org.au with:
Full name(s) / address / phone number(s) and whether you want to receive APA news and event emails. (Our reply email will show the
dates of the membership period and your membership number.)
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Relief in sight for overcrowded school
by Jane Rowley

enrolment growth that has stretched
facilities and learning environments
to breaking point, the New South
Wales state government has announced
funding will be provided to redevelop
Artarmon Public School (APS).
Currently the school has 1081
students enrolled from kindergarten
to year six in 43 classes. In order to
accommodate those students, it has
been necessary to install a number of
demountable classrooms, substantially
limiting the amount of playground
space and putting pressure on basic
facilities such as toilet blocks.
A Department of Education
the Gazette that the proposed
redevelopment seeks to address these
issues by “providing twelve new
permanent classrooms, a new library,
back conversion of the existing library
to a classroom and improved play
space.”
Relieving Principal, Jodi Warner, told
the Gazette that when informed of the
redevelopment plans APS staff were
“overwhelmed and excited about the
build.”
The staff immediately started
discussing the use of facilities and
planning for the future needs of the
students. “Using what is known as a
‘clean house model’, staff have been
analysing what is working at the school,
thinking forward to what we need
and looking at throwing out what isn’t
working,” Jodi explained.
“The goal is to have a school that
uses the best 21st century classroom
models, utilizes and maximises mobile
technology, is responsive to future
learning spaces for both staff and
students, allows for improved facilities
and provides more green space for the
children.”
Already a successful public school,
the redevelopment aims to meet demand
for student places. The department
of education attributes the growth in
enrolment numbers to an increase in
population within the Artarmon area
and the emerging trend for an increase
in the proportion of students attending
public school. This trend is evident
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in the Artarmon property market
according to LJ Hooker Willoughby /
Artarmon, principal, John McManus.
“APS is a massive drawcard for

people buy in Artarmon because of
the school’s reputation for excellence.
Buyers always ask, ‘Is this house in the
Artarmon Public School catchment?’”
Currently, the redevelopment project
is in the design and consultation phase
and a project reference group has
been formed. The group will channel
feedback from the school, parents and
the community. APS principal, Louise
Green, and deputy principal, Jodi
Warner are joined on the committee
by representatives of the Parents and
Citizens Association (P&C): vice
president, Ian Dyson and president,
Karen Pearson. Also represented on the
committee are the project architects and
representatives of NSW Public Works
who are the project managers.
Construction is slated to begin in
2016 and will be staged over a twoyear period to minimise impact on
staff and students attending the school.
During construction, some students
will be temporarily housed on a site
close to the school, currently mooted
to be an area off the Barton Road West
cul-de-sac.
Parents and the wider community
are being kept informed of the project’s
progress via P&C meetings. P&C
president, Karen, has found that public
reaction to the redevelopment has been

overwhelmingly positive. “The most
common comment I get is, ‘It’s about
time.’ People have been really excited
and in general the feedback has been
really positive.”
Karen sees the redevelopment as an
opportunity for the school to secure a
positive future. “It’s a really big project
and I’ve been really happy about the
level of consultation. We’re not just
planning for the immediate future but
looking decades ahead.”
If you would like to contribute ideas
to the Artarmon Public School
redevelopment or ask a question
email Karen Pearson, president@
artarmonpandc.org.au.
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Artarmon heritage festival a great success
by Adrian Alexander
The Artarmon
Library hosted the
APA’s Heritage
Festival 2015
display “Artarmon
and Gore Hill
& WW1 - 19141918” during May.
Andrew Tink, author of “Australia
1901-2001 – A narrative history” and
a number of other social history books,
was guest speaker on the opening
night, held in the Artarmon Library
Community Hall. Andrew spoke about
his latest book and in particular about
the chapter on WW1.
The APA poster display included
over 30 stories of the volunteers from
Artarmon and Gore Hill during WW1.
Australia recruited 417,000
volunteers during WW1 with 330,000

serving overseas. 61,500 (19 per cent)
of those men were killed in action or
presumed dead. Another 177,000 (54
per cent) were wounded.
In 1914, Artarmon and Gore Hill
consisted of 477 houses, St Basil’s
Church of England, 11 shops, a number
of brickworks and lots of open spaces.
Electricity and sewerage were not
connected to houses, roads were formed
but not sealed and ice chests were used
to store food.
Yet from this small community,
262 people volunteered for service,
including three nurses. They served in
Egypt, Gallipoli and the Western Front
in Europe (France and Belgium).
60 men served at Gallipoli in 1915,
to the Western Front in early 1916.
63 Artarmon and Gore Hill men were

killed in Flanders and the Somme on the
Western Front. Out of the 244 men who
served there, 49 died in the Somme.
In all, 69 Artarmon and Gore Hill
men were killed. This accounted for 26
per cent of the volunteers compared to
19 per cent for Australia. Many of the
193 men returned with physical and
emotional wounds.
The community grieved the loss of
fathers, husbands, and sons, and women
increasingly assumed the physical and
Almost every household was affected
in some way.
Many men died young due to their
disabilities, while many lived long lives
with their war time memories.
Home HQ Shopping Centre in
Frederick Street will host the display
during July.

Debra Just to Speak at 24 June PIM by Peter Wilton
The Artarmon
Progress
Association
is delighted
to welcome
Debra Just to
our community.
Debra recently joined Willoughby
City Council as its General Manager,
the Council’s most senior executive
position.
Debra has a very successful
career history, with over 30 years’
experience gained in local government,
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state government and educational
environments. Debra brings with her a
city management background gained
in Adelaide, a capital city setting,
along with additional experience in a
State Urban Renewal Authority and
the 3-way council amalgamation
which created the City of Onkaparinga
in South Australia. She is a highly
motivated, successful senior executive
with experience in general management
and improvement programs within the
local government sector.
Debra joins Willoughby City Council

at an exciting time with challenges
from increased development, potential
council amalgamation and infrastructure
renewal on the immediate agenda.
Debra will speak at APA’s public
information meeting on Wednesday
24th June, 2015 at 7.45pm in the
Artarmon Library Community Hall,
139 Artarmon Rd, Artarmon.
All Artarmon residents are invited
to this meeting to meet Debra and hear
her prespective on Willoughby and how
council will meet the challenges of the
future.
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Managing colds and flu this winter
people who provide essential services.
viral infections affecting the nose,
sinuses, throat and airways. Adults
typically get 2-4 colds each year and
children generally get between 5 and
10. Common colds often start with a
sore throat and have symptoms such
cough, fever, headache and lethargy.
have a fast onset and can include an
extreme fever, muscular/joint aches and
even nausea, vomiting and diarrhoea.
less than ten days but sometimes a
post-viral cough may extend for a few
more weeks.

you coverage against its components
through to Spring each year. Winter
outbreaks, because the colder weather
causes us to close windows and
share enclosed spaces facilitating
transmission of the virus.
Each year, Australia bases its
most threatening viruses circling the
globe. Flu vaccination is especially
recommended for people over 65 years
and their carers, adults with certain
medical conditions, pregnant women,
Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islander
aged over 15, health workers and

Transmission
When someone with a cold coughs or
the air in moisture droplets. These can
remain viable for several hours, waiting
on a surface for the next victim to make
contact and inoculate themselves.
To minimise transmission, catching
crook of our elbow (not in our hands) is
a good starting point. Wash your hands
regularly with soap, especially before
eating or preparing food, and after you
blow your nose.
Alcohol-based hand sanitiser can be
a very handy and mobile way to clean
your hands regularly. Don’t forget to
bin used tissues immediately. Nasal
secretions have a high concentration of
virus, which explains why colds speed
through groups of children. Isolating
the sufferer is also a good way of
reducing transmission.

Antibiotics do not work against any
viral infections. An antiviral medication
is available on prescription to treat
of symptoms onset, but the only
guaranteed way to hasten your recovery
from a cold is to rest and stay hydrated.
There are many products available to

treat the symptoms of colds available
at you local community pharmacy.
The most sensible way is to ask your
pharmacist about products to treat
Devices and products are available
to decongest your nose, suppress a
cough, treat pain and fever or soothe
sore throats. Interacting with your
pharmacist can ensure that you get the
and that they don’t interfere with your
current medication.

Occasionally a more serious viral or
bacterial infection may develop from
infection, sinusitis, asthma, bronchitis
or pneumonia. In these cases, an
secondary bacterial infection. See your
doctor if your symptoms last longer
than 10 days or if you develop any
of the following symptoms: severe
headache, stiff neck, light hurting
your eyes, skin rash or pale mottled
skin, unusual drowsiness or confusion,
shortness of breath, chest pain, severe
muscle aches or a prolonged cough
(more than 4 weeks).
For more information, please drop
into Nick Logan Pharmacist Advice.
We have knowledgeable and accessible
pharmacists waiting to answer your
queries and we are open seven days.

Artarmon Medical Centre
134 HAMPDEN ROAD ARTARMON 2064

WINTER
FLU VACCINE &
PNEUMOCOCCAL
(Pneumonia) VACCINE
Available Now
Free for over 65s
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ArtArmon VillAge inc.
UpdAte mAy 2015
by Nick Logan
incorporated, thanks to the efforts of
John Peacock and Kathy Nguyen of
Associations Forum Pty Ltd.
Artarmon Village Inc. was created as
a local Chamber of Commerce for the
Artarmon Station shopping precinct,
with the aim of restoring the pride
in, and the viability of, our shopping
district.
Our next steps will be recruiting
members and electing a president,
treasurer and secretary from our
committee at a general meeting in June
2015. We strongly urge all commercial
businesses in the Hampden Road and
Wilkes Avenue precinct to sign up and
get involved.
Our current committee includes:
Felicity Simpson – Art On Skin
Sunny Cheung – Artarmon Newsagent
Mat Smallwood – Bakers Delight
Artarmon
Laing +
Simmons Artarmon
– Artarmon Vision Specialists
Logan – Nick Logan Pharmacist Advice
In our short history we have had

Night Market in September 2014
Environment Court conciliation

artarmon framing
Custom framing

Mounting
Laminating
Artwork Hanging Systems
Canvas Stretching
Mirrors
Conservation Framing
Art Restoration
Advice and Help with
Presentation & Conservation
of Most Things
Andrew Fortescue
94a Reserve Road, Artarmon
Ph: 9439 9992
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meeting regarding the DA at
98-102 Hampden Road
of the pavers in Hampden Road
old planter boxes
ashtrays
and railings gloss black
We could not have achieved anything
without the cooperation and assistance
of Willoughby City Council and the
enthusiasm of our residents.
Special thanks needs to be extended
to the Artarmon Progress Association
for sponsoring our inaugural night
market and the tireless efforts of
Christine Kelley and our outgoing
committee member Ross Dickson in
managing the logistics.
While Artarmon Village Inc. voting
business members we have and will
always depend on the generous support
of our community (you know who you
are). All residents and interested parties
are welcome to become associate
members by emailing their details to
artarmonvillage@gmail.com. There are
no obligations, but you will be added to
an email list and receive updates on our
activities.
For regular updates “like” us on
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
artarmonvillage.

H.o.W. HAir cloSeS
by Christine Kelley
It is with sadness we farewell Ross
Dickson with the May closure of his
salon, H.O.W. Hair, which he has
operated on Wilkes Avenue for 10
years. Born and bred in Artarmon,
Ross has always been pro-active in
both the Artarmon community and
business world.
As executive member and pastPresident of the Artarmon Progress
Association and the APA’s youth
representative, Ross was instrumental
in introducing many popular events:
Star Search youth talent contest, the
Youth Garden, Arty’s Partys and
Hallowe’en celebrations. Ross also
Hour and Willoughby Spring Festival
with a series of highly successful
night markets.
A staunch supporter of the newly
incorporated Artarmon Village
group, Ross has always campaigned
to enhance the appeal and viability of Artarmon Village shops and
businesses.
“It’s the end of an era, but the start
of an exciting new chapter in my life.”
said Ross.
Loyal clients will be glad to know
that Ross has joined a hair salon in
Willoughby and will still be on hand
to do your “do”. We wish Ross all the
best in his new career move!

Optometrist
MID YEAR SALE

Up to 50% off frames*
Sale ends June 27th 2015
*Conditions apply

122 Hampden Rd Artarmon, NSW 2064
p: 9412 3757 e: info@artarmonvision.com.au

www.artarmonvision.com.au
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Representing the youth and community
Hello! We’re Joshua Geng and Stan
Cheung and we’ll be representing the
Artarmon community and the wider
Lane Cove region in the YMCA NSW
Youth Parliament 2015, a program that
gives the youth in each community a
say in what goes on in the state.
As Year 11 students, we both
especially when considering how an
the present and change the future.
We have an avid passion in modern
issues that our society faces today.
Having lived in Artarmon all our
lives, we feel that Youth Parliament is
a fantastic opportunity to get to know
and represent the Artarmon and wider
Lane Cove community.
The YMCA Youth Parliament is a
part of many community programs
organised by the Young Men’s
Christian Association, who also run
outdoor education and sport activities
across the state.
Youth Parliament aims to empower
the youth, giving us an opportunity
to represent our local community.
Through this process we also choose
a committee investigating an issue we
are passionate about. We then meet
together, youth members from all
over the state, and form a bill aimed
at improving our state and, of course,
local community. Finally, after a ‘split’
in our committee, we debate the bill as

8

supporters and refuters.
We have both been selected into the
committee investigating transport and
infrastructure, and our bill will focus
on licensing ridesharing services.
Although taxis are legal, some social
networking applications, such as
Uber, do not comply with the existing
legislation.
The bill our committee has drafted,
aims to regulate ride-sharing services
through a ride sharing license, similar
to a taxi license, ensuring consumer
safety. This will also allow these
services to comply with the current
taxation system.
The refuters believe that there is
little need for regulation and aim
only to ensure safety. They argue
regulation, as well as how regulation
would inevitably increase prices for
consumers. This is inconvenient
considering safety is the main concern,
not prices.
We do not see things as simply. As
supporters of the bill, we will consider
all the parties involved, not just the
consumer. This includes both taxi
and Uber drivers, as well as those
who work hard and pay their share of
taxes. Our solution to the problem is to
introduce a ride sharing license. This
will not only ensure consumer safety
but also make the system fairer and

clearer by regulating taxation – GST
and income tax for the drivers.
This is only fair for other Australian
employees who pay their fair share of
taxes. For those who ride share as a
means of earning an extra income, we
understand that they will not exceed
the current threshold for income tax.
We acknowledge that the taxi
industry currently enjoys a monopoly
– so instead of creating another
ride sharing monopoly through
deregulation, we aim to allow them
to compete, while keeping the
social nature of ride sharing. Yes,
we recognise that in the short term
prices will increase. However, a good
government should plan for the long
run, look at the bigger picture and
should work towards regulating these
services.
We also have an opportunity to start
a community petition to present to the
state issue concerning our local area.
So, as your local youth members,
we would love to hear from you – your
ideas, opinions, or just to meet you –
so that we can represent Artarmon in
the upcoming Youth Parliament!
If you would like to get in touch,
please don’t hesitate to contact us
at artarmonyp@gmail.com. We look
forward to hearing from you soon!
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Thinking alternate brew methods
& recent progressive specialty
coffee culture
by Dan Yee

Some of these devices include
such humble methods as the plunger,
‘drip’ style coffee, often associated
with ‘American’ coffee or catering
coffee and ‘pour-over’ coffee. With
fresh roasted, specialty coffee and
a tight technique, these commonly
snubbed methods can beat a poorly
extracted espresso beverage any day
of the week.
I haven’t convinced you have I?
It is early stages so far, but many
progressive specialty coffee cafes are
bringing these brew methods back to

For so long our café culture in Australia
has had its coffee beverages based
upon espresso. In my travels around the
world, I have noticed we have one of
the most established cultures of this –
not only in our rich café scene but also
coffee made at home.
But in the end, the espresso machine
is merely an instrument for brewing
coffee. With better quality raw coffee
and better roasting techniques
emerging over the past few years, we
have seen other techniques of brewing
coffee come into the fray and showcase
other methods of consuming coffee.
Some of these methods are ‘older’ style
methods brought back to life with a
renewed knowledge on how to get the
best out of better quality beans.
To most, some of these methods
are seen as ‘inferior’ to the common
espresso based beverage, but for the
past few years what lacked was not
the inadequacy of the brewing device
but the quality of coffee going in and
our techniques.

case particular origins, varieties or
terroir of certain coffees.
Dan Yee is a barista at Salvage
Specialty Coffee on Wilkes Avenue,
Bar & Roastery over in Surry Hills.
For a taste of specialty roasted coffee,
please drop by into Salvage Specialty
Coffee, open 8am daily.

New Café to open on
Wilkes Avenue
by Tim Neville
Nestled in the leafy courtyard of
Wilkes Avenue, The Wilkes is
Artarmon’s newest kid on the cafe
scene. Serving privately roasted
and eclectic with a fresh seasonal
menu, all day breakfast, fresh juices,
Open from 7am daily, keep a look
out at as The Wilkes’ team plan on
opening for dinners and applying for a
liquor license in the coming months.

ARTARMON
HISTORY PROJECT

Volunteers Required
Adrian on 0410 644 052
9419 3936 or by email at
history@artarmonprogress.org.au

Mind Heart Body Centre

Specialising in:

Mind Heart Body Centre

www.mindheartbodycentre.com.au
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...
ipArt rate rise:
By the time this
is published,
IPART will
have released
its decision
about whether
Willoughby
Council can increase its rates by almost
30% over the next few years. Despite
the controversial nature surrounding
the debate of this issue, there are two
important factors to bear in mind.
1. Council does not know either
the extent of infrastructure
backlog that was supposedly the
reason for the rate rise, or have
a reliable estimate as to the costs
2. Repeated questions surrounding
the viability of the Concourse
(one of Council’s biggest assets),
including basic facts concerning
the incoming and outgoing
asset remain unanswered, with
requesting further time to collect
this information.
It is irresponsible to seek further
rate increases if Council staff cannot
give answers as to the full extent of
we got there. I will continue to push
for answers to ensure that your rates
are spent in a mature, equitable and
responsible manner.
St leonards central: Many of
you would have heard of the recent
‘unsolicited proposal’ that was brought
to Council regarding some land near
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St Leonards. This development will
be the tallest building in the City of
towers at St Leonards and breaching
the current development standards by
almost 160m.
between Chatswood and the
increasingly developed St Leonards
area, development pressures on our
village centre are sure to follow. With
behemoth towers on either side, and
in court to allow bigger and denser
development in Artarmon, it will only
be a matter of time before we feel the
Secondly, with 1300 apartments
and North Sydney and Lane Cove
Councils keen to follow suit with
similar developments, this ever
increasing race to the bottom as far
as development standards, will have
a devastating effect on our already
overcrowded local schools, hospitals,
childcare facilities and roads.
At the moment Council has the
chance to stop this development and
for our area because it owns a portion
of the development site. Any Councillor
who thinks that this land won’t be
resumed by the State Government,
if we continue on this path, is either
woefully naïve or wilfully ignorant.
it is important that you make your
views known, so please contact me
via email or post and make your
voice heard.
See you round Artarmon!
– nic.wright@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

new master plan
for Artarmon
reserve:
Council is
commencing
public consultation
for a new
Master Plan for
Artarmon Reserve. The previous
Plan was completed in July, 2000.
The link to the draft Master Plan can
be found on the Council website at:
http://haveyoursaywilloughby.com.au/
artarmon-reserve. Submissions will
close by 5pm Friday 19th June 2015.
Council will also deliver a letter about
the consultation process to 380 residents
near Artarmon Reserve, and also
throughout the year. The Artarmon
Progress Association will also receive
a letter, and posters will be displayed in
the park, at Artarmon library and at the
noticeboard near Artarmon shops.
planning proposal for 10 Herbert
Street, St leonards: Council approved
this planning proposal, submitted on
behalf of Ramsay Health, to go to
public exhibition. The proposed facility
is opposite SBS, on the corner of
Frederick Street and Herbert Street, and
is to be built on a subdivided portion of
the current car yard.
The proposal is for a 170 bed private
hospital. The proposal states that there
and 80 in the PM peak. My concern is
that the corner of Frederick and Hebert
is the second worse intersection in the
industrial area.
The proposed scheme provides for
146 parking spaces and six short-term
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drop off spaces. This is less than the
30 required by the Willoughby Council
parking standard. The rationale being
is that this facility is not like a normal
hospital. I pushed for a voluntary
planning agreement to mandate the
unsuccessful.
SBS site: Recent press reports have
suggested that the Federal Government
is reviewing the sale of the SBS site
(reported value $60M), and relocating
SBS to Liverpool.
One of largest generators of
employment in the Artarmon Industrial
area are businesses associated with TV
facilities in the area. Local employment
opportunities are important, and this
matter needs to be reviewed before any
decision is made to move SBS.
review of Artarmon industrial area:
The Artarmon Industrial area is an
important employment generator for
the State Government urban strategy
and for the City of Willoughby. This
is timely, given the changes that are
apparent in land usage of the industrial
area and changes within industry to a
more digital orientated emphasis.
The better way is to see a study into
the current planning regime, with a
collection of data to set discussion
for a strategic review of the industrial
park. This requires funding, and I hope
that the Federal Government would
understand what moving SBS might do
to the local economy and will fund such
a study.
Anyone talking to the local Federal
Member might like to contemplate
raising the issue in support for local
businesses and employment.

Fitting Artarmon
for the Future:
Leadership requires
a combination
of vision and
pragmatism,
and I believe
that Willoughby
Council has a great vision for the future
of Willoughby.
Your Council has a vision for the
quality of life and social amenity we
sometimes pragmatic choices need to be
made – choices, which are disliked by
some in our community.
example, council amalgamations. It is
easy to say no to this – in fact, this is
what many Sydney Metro Councils are
doing.
Again, it is easy to say – “big is bad”
or “big is better” – but this is far too
simplistic.
Since the mid-1980s, local
government’s only direct source of tax
income is property rates, which makes
up only 3-4% of the total national tax
collected, and only one third of national
property taxes (ALGA 2007). In NSW,
to further complicate matters, our rates
are “pegged”. The Rate Peg is the
annual rate increase set, not by councils,
but by the Independent Pricing and
Regulatory Tribunal (IPART).
Fit for the Future requires all
councils, by 30 June 2015, to outline

continue to provide services and support
our infrastructure. The Infrastructure
Levy for which Willoughby has applied

–stuart.coppock@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

step, along with our service review.
The inequities that are present for
Councils as providers of public services
and infrastructure are compounded,
as we know, by rate pegging and cost
shifting.
This is a hugely inequitable situation,
management demands that revenueraising or taxation powers should match
expenditure responsibilities, allowing
for redistribution to needy regions and
individuals by the national government.
Clearly for local government this is not
the case.
Using a variety of consultation
methods, as well as undertaking various
reviews and studies, your Council will
develop a comprehensive considered
submission to ensure that we are in
the best position as the Government
progresses its plans.The four scenarios
being considered are:
2) Willoughby and North Sydney
3) Willoughby, North Sydney and
4) Willoughby, North Sydney, Lane
Cove, Hunter’s Hill, Mosman and
part Ryde (eastern two thirds)
merger.
I urge you all to really think about
this and get involved. Go to: http://
the-future – read the information and
have you say.
Finally, I would like to thank Barry
Thompson, for all his work for the
Artarmon community over many, many
years. Barry and Eve – I am glad our
paths crossed – you will be so very
missed.
–michelle.sloane@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

For over twenty five years
Physiotherapist Ann Liebert
has run her practice in
Artarmon specialising in:
t)FBEBDIFT
t#BDL1BJO
t.VTDVMPTLFMFUBM1BJO
t-BTFS1IZTJPUIFSBQZ
t4QPSUT*OKVSJFT
t0DDVQBUJPOBMSFMBUFE1BJO

ANN LIEBERT
1IZTJPUIFSBQJTU

Artarmon Musculoskeletal & Laser Physiotherapy
4VJUFt)BNQEFO3PBEt"SUBSNPO

Artarmon GAZETTE

1) 9419 3404

'"9 9419 2880

11

Water, water everywhere but...
by Alethea Morison

report graded it as “poor”, due to risk
of faecal contamination, even after
light rain, from stormwater, sewage
Artarmon was spared the worst of the
autumn storms but neighbours, friends
and colleagues still had to step up and
be household heroes – plugging leaks,
clearing tree limbs, cleaning gutters
as rain pelted down and camping by
candlelight in part of their house while
bits of ceiling and sodden insulation
fell down in another.
Water teemed onto buildings,
coursed along paths and roadways,
over construction sites and parklands
and surged into creeks. As skies
cleared, I wandered the Gore Hill
Freeway path beside the stormwater
channel – contemplating the turbid
suspended in a gross pollutant trap and
the fascinating and complex issue of
water quality.
Within our local watershed,
household, business and industrial
activities release litter, chemicals,
sediments and nutrients into streets,
gutters and drains. When rains come,
Creek, Middle Harbour and the ocean,
harming amenity and ecology.
Test results on local water quality are
scarce, except for Northbridge Baths as
a site for “Harbourwatch” monitoring
of recreational water quality. Forecasts
of its swimming suitability are
published daily and signs warn against
swimming within 48 hours of rain.
The 2014 “State of the Beaches”

for waterways. One wall shows local
pollution from a drain. On the opposite
wall, a water spirit glides through an
underground river as lorikeets chatter
overhead.
Following an eel kill in Muston
Creek this March, Council publicised
its regulatory action against polluters.
General Manager, Debra Just, cited

Over the years, Willoughby Council
has monitored and reported water
quality at sites including Flat Rock
Creek. Despite human impacts, the
creek system accommodates such
aquatic life as mullet, common jolly
long-necked tortoises and water birds.
Monitoring involved recording
the number and diversity of macroinvertebrate species in water samples,
to determine a “SIGNAL” score
(stream invertebrate average level),
indicating a creek’s ecological health.
Scores for six Willoughby creeks
in 2010-11 ranged from 2.1 to 4.2,
with Flat Rock Creek scoring 3.2.
For comparison, a near-natural Blue
Mountains creek scored 5.44.
State government and Council have
conducted numerous programs to
improve Willoughby’s waterways,
kicking off in 2000 under the
“eRestore” program. Council battled

individuals and businesses, from $750
to $56,000, mainly for sediment runoff
from building sites. Eel kills have
occurred in Flat Rock Creek, with
garden vegetation waste the suspected
culprit. In warm weather, rotting
vegetation sucks oxygen from the

litter, creek erosion and weed invasion,
with pollutant traps in stormwater
channels, rehabilitation works
around stormwater outlets and bush
regeneration along creeklines.
Council also pursued community
awareness and education campaigns.
A special Artarmon project was the
murals in the Cordia Way underpass
of Artarmon Road. Artist Renee
Monique worked with Chatswood
youth to make the underpass friendlier,

Council has an informative
stormwater webpage at: http://www.
willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Environment--Sustainability/Water/Stormwater/ It
emphasises that pollutant traps only
do so much: it’s everyone’s job to
stop car-wash detergent, oil, paint,
garden clippings, leaves, litter and dog
poo entering gutters and drains and
wreaking havoc in creeks and beyond.
Experience the story by walking the
pathways of Artarmon and Bicentennial
Reserve and down Wilksch Walk
to Middle Harbour. Observe the
stormwater channel and creeks, the
hazards of weeds, erosion and litter,
and the management and remediation
works. A detour to Hamilton Lane,
Cammeray, leads to an informative
display on North Sydney Council’s
stormwater management efforts.

Flexible, local bookkeeping services
tailored for small business
Work Smarter, Grow faster, Live Better
GST & BAS requirements

Payroll, PAYG & Superannuation

Cash Flow Management

Weekly, monthly or quarterly accounts
management

Software Training

Introductory offer - call now for your FREE business appraisal

Call Samantha Parker at First Class Accounts Artarmon
on 0411 486 910 or 02 9410 3602
E. samantha.parker@firstclasaccounts.com
W. www.firstclassaccounts.com/artarmon
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The unusual weather has affected our gardens
by Mollie Shelley

What a season we gardeners have
had – thunder, lightning, winds and
torrential rain. As I write, towards
the middle of May, the soil is at last
starting to dry out a little. Those of us
who had small lakes in our gardens, (as
ponds), were at least able to see any
shortcoming in drainage. At long last
we are able to fork over the gardens
and plant some winter veggies and
However, the forecasts are not good.
The weather gurus are predicting little
rain – a drought – in much of the State.
In 1908 Dorothea Mackellar wrote
what has been described as the bestpublished in The Spectator as “Core of
my Heart”, then revised and published
in Australia as “My Country”. I’ve

Autumn has
created its own
pleasures and
problems. The
colours of some of
the deciduous trees
are wonderful this
year. When you
rake all those fallen
leaves, use them for
mulch around trees
and shrubs and consign any leftovers
to the compost bin whenever possible.
You will probably have so much
green in the bin that the leaves will
do a good job for you. At this time,
bulbs, hyacinths, daffodils and jonquils
are thriving and promising a wonderful
Spring. Camellias are either already
in bloom or richly laden with buds,
predicting a good showing over the
next few months. Expect a good
result too from the ornamental
What to plant in the veggie patch
had trouble with supplies of seedlings.
One nurseryman described to me how
the Pansy seedlings would collapse
and fall right over. Later plantings
are recovering well, as are seedlings
later than usual but consider not only
Pansies but also Cinerarias, Lobelia,

Ageratum, Foxgloves or whatever your
favourite nursery is now offering and,
of course, their location – the amount
of sun or shade they will receive.
Primula do well in our area – so well
that this year I’m pulling self-sown
seedlings out by the handful.
Again, see what is on offer for the
veggies. Your options may include
Broccoli, Brussels Sprouts, Lettuce,
Silver Beet – and don’t forget that this
is the time to plant Strawberries.

Roaster of 10 Different
Multi Awarded blends
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muttered a number of times recently.
What to do about it? First, be
grateful that our houses were all safe
in Artarmon and we didn’t experience
that amazing hail-storm. Most of
our gardens are in need of a good
haircut because they are not used to
so much rain. Some tree pruners/
loppers are frantically busy, booked
weeks ahead. As soon as the soil
is no longer too sodden, it will be
time to capture any remaining deep
moisture with a good layer of mulch.
Remember that prediction of looming
drought! Depending on each individual
situation, a sprinkle of fertiliser

around the base of
some shrubs and
perennials may
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Dry Cleaners
118 Hampden Rd

9411 5225
Open
Mon-Fri:
7.30 to 6.30
Sat: 8.00 to 4.00
(Closed Sundays and Public Holidays)

Support our business to keep the ARTARMON VILLAGE vibrant!
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Roasting locally in
Artarmon since 1999

Bring this for 20% off
18-20 Cleg St, Artarmon
99668488
www.karmee.com
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Artarmon applauds Barry Thompson for his
community efforts
For a couple from Victoria, Barry and
Eve Thompson certainly have settled
well into Artarmon since they arrived
in 1983.
Barry Thompson met Eve (nee
Yvonne Clarke), a Benalla lass, in
Melbourne in 1965 and they married
in London in 1967. Both are graduates
from Melbourne University, Barry in
Chemical Engineering and Arts, Eve in
Social Work. They have two daughters,
Zoe and Jacinta. Upon their return
from Europe in 1969, they settled in
Williamstown, close to family and
Barry’s work. That work took them
to New Jersey, USA in 1978 prior
to reassignment to Sydney, arriving
in early 1983. When the girls were
accepted into NSGHS, Tindale Road,
Artarmon seemed an ideal place to
settle. Barry’s work caused him and Eve
to ‘leave home’ early in 1990 for another
assignment, this time in Louisiana,
USA. With the girls then at University,
they stayed behind. On their return in
late 1993, Barry took early retirement
from his corporation and worked as a
consultant/contractor for several years.
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Eve resumed her social work career and
directorship on the Board of Willoughby
Retirement Community Association.
Barry’s active community
involvement started when he accepted
the role of local Neighborhood Watch
convener. He also joined the revitalised
committee of the Artarmon Progress
Association in 1997. Along with Brian
Morris, Barry was instrumental in the
APA taking over the Artarmon Gazette
from its founders, Glenda and Richard
Gartrell. Establishing advertising as
a revenue stream for what became a
12 page publication was a challenge
which Barry overcame through his
organizational skills and persistence.
He inherited many editorial duties when
Brian moved interstate.
Barry also saw that much could
be done for the community through
Willoughby City Council. He ran for
Council and was elected for Naremburn
was for more than four years, and he
was then comfortably re-elected in 2009
for a further four year.
Being actively involved in community

affairs and then Willoughby City
Council would be enough for many
volunteers, but Barry again became
involved with the Artarmon Progress
Association and the Gazette when he
retired from Council.
After ‘downsizing’ from Tindale Road
to a duplex in Robert Street in 2012,
Barry and Eve decided to downsize
further to a terrace in Annandale in
May 2015. In the interim, they had spent
considerable effort trying to build or buy
a mutually suitable home locally.
Barry recalls his time on the
Willoughby City Council as being openendedly busy, often frustrating, yet
ultimately productive. “The Concourse
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at Chatswood will serve the community
from many years, and I am pleased to
have played a part in supporting its
development. As well, I’m proud of my
role assisting Willoughby City Council
with its environmental policies, and the
environmental levy which will continue
in perpetuity,” says Barry.
Barry is also very supportive of the
role of the Gazette in the community. “I
believe the Gazette serves the Artarmon
Progress Association and our diverse
and delightful local community well and
want to thank all editors, contributors
and advertisers. Like many volunteer
organisation publications it has had its
ups and downs, yet overall it has been
a great success. So many valuable and
thoughtful inputs – be they articles,
– has made that possible,” says Barry.
Barry and Eve Thompson have been
wonderful citizens for over 30 years,
and the community of Artarmon wishes
them well in the next stage of their life
south of Sydney Harbour.

Community leaders thank
Barry Thompson
Barry and Eve have been regulars at all
things Artarmon for as long as I can
remember! Their presence and care for the

local community will be sorely missed.
We wish them the very best for the future.
– Gladys Berejiklian MP, NSW Treasurer
and Member for Willoughby

I had the honour of working on WCC with
Barry for over three years, when he was a
great community representative, Councillor
and friend plus showed us alternate ideas
and as a Council. I wish him and Eve well
in Annandale.

– Councillor Gail Giles-Gidney,
Mayor, Willoughby City Council

Community means a lot to Barry and
Eve. They believe in it and they work
for it – they don’t just talk about it! You
will both be missed – thank you for your
energy, your friendship, your care and your
commitment.

– Councillor Michelle Sloane,
and former President, APA

Barry has made a huge contribution to
Artarmon as both Councillor and in various
roles in the Artarmon Progress Association
and as a driving force behind the Gazette.
His passion will be sorely missed.
– Dale McKay, President,
Artarmon Progress Association

Barry has a wonderful community
spirit and his leaving Artarmon will be
Annandale’s gain. His and Eve’s active
involvement with the APA for over 15
years would be unrivalled by any other.
– Michael Dawes, Former President, APA

Barry and Eve’s contribution to the APA,
the wider community and Gazette has
objectives. For example, his involvement
with the revision of WCC’s DCP 29 for
Artarmon Industrial Area was a major
achievement.
– Keith Anderson, former President, APA

Barry was always on the lookout for an
opportunity for the Artarmon Progress
Association. After a chance meeting in
2000, it was not long before he had me
on the Gazette Committee and writing a
garden article since December that year.
– Mollie Shelley,
Long Time Contributor, Artarmon Gazette

Artarmon will miss his energy and
commitment to community. In particular,
Barry and others reinvigorated the Gazette
– which epitomises the sense of community
that I felt while living in postcode 2064.
– Anne Weinert, Editor,
Artarmon Gazette, 2000-2009

Barry and Eve were always very supportive
of all the heritage events I organised and
they were always very hospitable too.
Please pass on my best wishes to The
Thompsons and wish them well in their
transformation into Inner Westies.
– Marianne Nestor,
former Heritage Co-ordinator, APA

Join our Restore* rewards club and start
earning valuable discount points today!
Nick Logan Pharmacist Advice has a loyalty
program through which you can earn valuable
points every time you shop with us and convert
them into store discounts for future purchases.
How does Restore work? Each time
you shop you earn one Restore point for each dollar you spend (excluding
prescription and S3 items). Once you earn 100 points you can convert your
Restore points into a discount voucher worth $5. The more you shop the more
points you earn and the more you save.
How do I join? Simply fill in the application form in the pharmacy, detach
the Restore card and start earning points immediately.
To earn Restore points: Make sure you show your card during your
purchases to earn Restore points. Your card must be scanned during the
transaction to ensure your points are recorded.
To redeem your discount: Ask our staff to check your points balance
before your transaction to see if you are eligible for a discount (100 points or
more). You can use your discount on that purchase or allow your points to
accumulate and redeem when you are ready.
You deserve healthy rewards! Not only do you earn Restore Rewards
points every time you shop, keep an eye out for special member-only benefits.
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96 Hampden Road, Artarmon
Phone 9419 6880 Fax 9419 6868
Email nloganpa@bigpond.net.au
Web www.pharmacistadvice.com.au
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