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There seems to be some confusion in 
the press about which Chinese Year 
we have entered – Sheep or Goat. 
I’m hoping that two developments 
that happened on the cusp of the 
New Chinese Year will have neither 
Goatlike nor Sheeplike characteristics.  

The first of those developments was 
the Queensland election outcome. 
Not only was another woman elected 
premier but she went on to choose 
a cabinet containing a majority of 
women. So far, I’ve heard no reports 
of changes at the senior levels of the 
Executive but I’ll be watching the 

gender balance there too. I suspect 
Queensland is heading into most 
unusual leadership territory!

Closer to home, the not-so-recent 
election of a female mayor in 
Willoughby has been complemented  

by the 
appointment 
of a female 
General 
Manager. 
Debra Just 
joined the 
Council on 
February 2.    

While North Sydney had a very 
successful female duo in that role 
during Genia McCaffrey’s time, this 
combination is new to Willoughby. 
Of course, the Clover Moore/Monica 
Barone combination at City of Sydney 
is the pinnacle of aspiration and  
I hope their achievements can be 
emulated.

We have asked Debra to speak at 
an upcoming APA Public Information 
Meeting. We hope by then she will 
have had time to assess and agree the 
priorities for her administration and 
will share them with us.  

Leadership in the Year of the Shoat      
by Barry Thompson

Support our local businesses to keep the ARTARMON VILLAGE vibrant!

Posters in east-side streets decry the 
arrival of ‘big business’ in the form of 
a development application for an 86 
place childcare centre where Muttama 
and Stafford Roads meet Mowbray Rd.

An earlier proposal brought 
community response in early 2014 and 
was withdrawn. The current concept 
involves three residential properties, 
rather than two, and allows access 
from all three streets mentioned. 

Council has received over 100 
letters from surrounding residents 
concerned about traffic, safety and 
amenity issues. APA executive 
member and architect/planner, Plamen 
Bassarov, has reviewed the proposal 
before Council and suggests that 
it meets planning and regulatory 
controls, including those related to the 
Artarmon Conservation Area within 
which the dwellings lie. 

The developer has taken the unusual 
step (for a Willoughby CC DA) of 
applying to the Land and Environment 
Court for its intervention, on the basis 
of ‘deemed refusal’ since Council 

has not reached a decision or sought 
additional information from the 
applicant within the statutory period  
of 40 days. 

If you have a view on this issue, 
write to Council, to the APA, or send 
a letter to the Gazette. The Officer’s 
Report on this matter is expected to 
come before Council in late March at 
which time the community will have 
an opportunity to voice its views.

Childcare Centre Concerns Community       
by Barry Thompson and Helena Ho

Houses proposed for conversion to childcare centre;  / Photo B. Thompson
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Greetings everyone. In this first issue of 2015, readers will 
notice some fresh names and faces. When I was offered the 
editorship of the Gazette for 2015, my initial feelings were 
laced with uncertainty. As a second year journalism student, 
barely out of my teens, what could I bring to my local 
suburban publication?

Well, I’m finding that it isn’t just about what I can bring to 
the table. Above all, this new position has given me more learning experience than 
I could have hoped for. Having lived in Artarmon for almost 15 years, I thought 
I knew the workings of my suburb inside out. But since writing and now editing 
for the Gazette, I’ve learned that the Artarmon Community is more tight-knit 
and intricate than I thought. We may be a quaint suburb nestled in the hubbub of 
the lower North Shore, but this doesn’t mean that we don’t have voices. Given a 
situation big or small, we unite to have our voices heard. 

A prime example of this is the current situation involving a new childcare centre 
proposal on Stafford and Mowbray Road. As well as being our front page story, it 
gets mention in the Councillors’ Feedback on pages 10 and 11. On a wider scale, 
there is a call to support the Naremburn Action Group, to provide community 
input to a large residential and commercial development proposed adjacent to St 
Leonards station. Working with the Gazette has brought me so much closer to 
local news and matters, as I realise that this is the true meaning of community: 
working together to secure a sustainable future.

It seems fitting then, that this issue’s theme is ‘The Future of Artarmon’. Here 
at the Gazette, we encourage you to get involved with the neighbourhood. Send us 
a letter; or offer an article on some aspect of your local experience. You’ll notice 
that I’m not the only fresh face around here; Ted Dwyer speaks about how local 
artists help shape our community, and Tim Sargeant urges us to assist his initiative 
to provide disaster relief by funding ShelterBoxes (see P6 for both articles). Then 
there is a piece by local Elizabeth Dawes-Higgs on her humanitarian trip to Nepal, 
which really puts in perspective how lucky we are to live in Artarmon. Perhaps 
the future of our suburb is assured by the generous and altruistic nature of our 
community.

Enjoy your Gazette read. If you have any feedback or questions, shoot me an 
email at editor@artarmongazette.org.au. I’d love to hear from you!  

 – Helena Ho, Editor    
editor@artarmongazette.org.au
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GAZETTE Editorial

We welcome reader contributions to the Artarmon Gazette by way of letters to the Editor or articles 
of interest. If you wish to contribute to the Artarmon Gazette email editor@artarmongazette.org.au

I just want to flag a point in the Editorial of the most recent Artarmon Gazette. 
I thought it was most inappropriate to say celebrating “the birth of our lord”. To 
say ‘the birth of Jesus’ is fine, but I think it inappropriate that her own religious 
beliefs be published, especially in such a way that they bestow those beliefs on 
the entire readership.  – Monique Unger, Cleland Road

It is of great interest to hear that the park in Robert Street is to be upgraded and 
will be named in honour of Dr Elsie Wearn. Dr Wearn was indeed a great dental 
professional and a leading light for women in dentistry. As a former resident 
of Artarmon with an interest in the History of Dentistry in Australia I would 
appreciate further updates in relation to this project.

Thanking you.
 – Peter Barnard, Honorary Research Consultant, Australian Dental Association

Letters to the Editor:

mailto:editor@artarmonprogress.org.au
http://www.artarmonprogress.org.au
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Welcome to 
another year 
of the Gazette. 
After our AGM 
in November, I 
have reluctantly 
continued the 
role of president 
for the year. I 

call out for volunteers because without 
a team of people concerned and 
willing to work with our community, 
the APA ceases to exist. 

There has been a lot of concern 
with regard to the proposed childcare 
centre on Tindale Road. Whilst we 
understand the need for childcare 
within our community, the size of the 
centre is likely to bring issues with 
traffic and parking to our narrow 
streets. There is a group of concerned 
citizens who are rallying support 

that this development is thoroughly 
investigated, and that the impacts 
on Artarmon are well considered in 
the council determination. To date, 
the APA has been unable to act on 
the community’s worries due to lack 
of resources, so I urge anyone who 
would like to take on this role within 
the APA to come forward. As most of 
you know, WAAG was a great success 
with regards to Channel 9. Again we 
ask that developments be appropriately 
placed. Surely, a site closer to 
Artarmon station could be used for 
this childcare facility – such as the old 
Library site, thus ensuring sustainable 
transport is used and not the car. 

Other happenings in Artarmon 
include the electrical cabling across 
the oval. The impact has been low 
from what I can see – thanks to people 
standing up and being noticed!

It is sad to see our local butcher 
finally close, leaving our shopping 
centre looking a little less than its best. 
Hopefully with the development of the 
Hampden Road site beginning soon, 
we will see it come to life again.

We are told that the disabled access 
to the station will be built in 2015. It is 
disappointing that we didn’t get what 
we wanted with regard to design, but 
at least we will have a service for the 
disabled and for those who may need 
the lift for prams and baggage.

I hope we can all work together 
to ensure a sustainable future for 
Artarmon in 2015, one that values the 
unique qualities that make Artarmon 
such a desirable place to live.  

* If you would like to contact me, 
email me on:

 pres@artarmonprogess.org.au

A Note from the President by Dale McKay

2015 APA MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL NOW DUE * *

1 Choose membership type and period:
 1 year :    single – $10     family – $20 3 year :    single – $25     family – $50       
2. Using a mobile App or internet banking, pay chosen amount to:
 BSB: 062-104      A/C: 00900037         A/C Name: APA   Enter your surname at ‘reference’

3. Email : membership@artarmonprogress.org.au with:  
 Full name(s) / address / phone number(s) and whether you want to receive APA news and event emails. (Our reply email will show the 

dates of the membership period and your membership number.)

3 EASY STEPS TO ARTARMON PROGRESS ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP & RENEWAL

MEET THE 
CANDIDATES

The Federation of Willoughby 
Progress Associations will give 

the voters of Willoughby an 
opportunity to hear and  

question* the local candidates 
for the upcoming State election.

VENUE:
Dougherty Centre, 

Victor St, Chatswood

WHEN: 
Thursday March 19, 

7.00 – 9.30pm
*must be in writing beforehand

The APA will be participating in 
Heritage Festival 2015 with a poster 
display at the Artarmon Library  
during May 2015. Launch night will 
be Wednesday April 29, 2015, when 
Andrew Tink has accepted an  
invitation to speak.

Willoughby Council records  
indicate that in 1913 the Artarmon/
Gore Hill area had less than 500 
houses. It was not until after 1918 that 
Artarmon began to grow quickly.

So far, we have identified 186 men 
who enlisted between 1914–1918 with 
addresses in Artarmon/ Gore Hill or 
their Next of Kin’s residence were in 

Artarmon/Gore Hill, and of these  
eight were born in Artarmon.

There was great community  
support for returned servicemen  
and their widows with a number  
of houses in Artarmon built with 
volunteer labour. The War Service 
Homes Commission was not  
established until late in the 1920’s.

The APA would be pleased to  
hear from Artarmon families who  
had relatives enlist in World War One.

Please telephone Adrian on  
0401 644 052 or contact us at  
history@artarmonprogress.org.au.  

Artarmon’s Contribution to World War One 
by Adrian Alexander
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Record Enrolments Squeeze School Resources   
by Jane Rowley

For the first time in its 105-year 
history, enrolments at Artarmon Public 
School (APS) have exceeded 1000 
students. 43 classes have been formed, 
including eight kindergarten classes. 

School funding relates directly to 
enrolment figures.  “It’s an auditable 
process,” explains APS principal 
Louise Green. “When you’ve gone up 
in classes and added teachers, it’s a 
considerable financial commitment  
for the department.” 

This year the final enrolment was 
1070 students. Based on education 
department funding models, APS 
should have formed 42 classes but 
would have resulted in creating 
composite classes of mixed grades 
across the school. 

To solve the problem, Louise has 
drawn on several additional funding 
sources. “We get a considerable 
amount from after school care and 
we used some of the staffing money 
that I had and we’ve combined that to 
actually form an extra class,” she said.

“We’re in a very comfortable 
position in that we can afford to add 
a little bit of money to make it easier. 
Not all schools can do that.” 

However, the increased enrolments 
have put pressure on resources. 
“Classroom equipment comes out of 
the voluntary school contributions that 
parents make to the school, and as we 
add more classes those contributions 
become critical for providing 
equipment for those classrooms and 
students,”  
says Louise. 

Each year parents are asked to 
donate a minimum of $250 for one 
child and up to $350 for three or more 
children. The donations are collected 
by the APS Parents and Citizens 
Association (P&C). Last year $60,000 
was raised. 

While this helps ease some of the 
pressure, it’s a different story when 
it comes to accommodating students. 
Despite the installation of new 
demountable classrooms in previous 
years, once again the over populated 
school site is squeezed for space.  
Rather than add yet another 
demountable, Louise has chosen to 
convert the school’s break out and 
meeting room into a classroom – but  
it’s a stopgap measure. 

“When you consider how close we 
are to the city and how easy it is to get 
there, this area and all the areas along 
the commuter corridor will always be 
really popular and I think we all expect 
that in the next ten years there will be 
more medium to high density living. 
That puts an onus back on schools to 
ensure our physical education program, 
our active lifestyle program and our 
skill based programs are continuing 
because often children who live in 
units don’t get as many opportunities 
for regular physical activity,” says 
Louise. 

It’s a challenging goal for a school 
with limited open space. The adjacent 
Thompson Park is therefore a valuable 
resource. Willoughby City Council 
donates the lease of the park to the 
school. 

“It doesn’t cost us anything. You 
can’t really underestimate the support 
from the council because they are 
covering the cost of maintenance,” 
says Louise.

“It’s an enormous contribution to our 
community. Without that we’d be in 
trouble,” 

Willoughby council is currently 
upgrading the park and will be  
laying artificial turf on the main 
playing area allowing year round use, 
even after heavy rain. 

Contributions from Council, parents 
and the community are what enable 
APS to fund its ambitious learning 
programs and maintain its position as 

one of the leading public schools. 
This year, the P&C Fund Raising 

Committee aims to purchase portable 
stages for school performances and 
giant outdoor games. They hope that 
this will increase the opportunity for 
physical activity on a site that has no 
room for fixed playground equipment. 

The first major fundraiser for  
the year is the Welcome Fete on  
Sunday, March 15 from midday to  
3pm in the school grounds. The 
Artarmon community is invited to 
come along and celebrate their  
thriving public school.  

APS students in a Physical Education Class /Photo J.Rowley

artarmon framing
Custom framing

Mounting
Laminating

Artwork Hanging Systems
Canvas Stretching

Mirrors
Conservation Framing

Art Restoration
Advice and Help with 

Presentation & Conservation
of Most Things

Andrew Fortescue
94a Reserve Road, Artarmon

Ph: 9439 9992
9.00–4.30 Mon–Fri • 10.00–2.00 Sat
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Final Approval for Channel 9 Site Redevelopment      
by Peter Wilton

The Channel 9 site development 
approval process concluded in January 
2015 when the Land and Environment 
Court announced their judgment on 
Channel 9’s appeal. 

Channel 9 had appealed the decision 
of the NSW Planning Assessment 
Commission (PAC) that reduced their 
proposed 450 unit, 12 storey apartment 
development to 350 units, with an  
8 storey maximum building height.

In their judgment, the Court allowed 
an increase in apartment numbers to  
400 units but did not change the 
maximum 8 storey building height. In 
addition, the height of two buildings 
near Walter St was reduced in order to 
lower the over-shadowing impact on 
Walter St properties.

The Court’s judgment was based 
upon agreement reached at a 
conciliation conference held with 
Channel 9, PAC and Willoughby City 
Council. The judgment reflects the 
determination of PAC and Willoughby 
City Council to achieve a good 
planning outcome for this site, and the 
willingness of Channel 9 to listen and 
compromise.

The Land and Environment Court 
judgment is a good result for the 
community. The impact from the higher 
number of approved apartments is 
substantially balanced by the reduced 
overshadowing and building size.

Over the past 4 years the Artarmon 
and Willoughby communities have 
campaigned for an appropriate level 

of development at Channel 9. This 
campaign has resulted in Channel 9’s 
excessive development proposals, 
which initially sought approval for 
600 apartments in tower blocks up to 
18 storeys high, being substantially 
reduced.

Throughout the Channel 9 campaign 
the community and Willoughby City 
Council have spoken with a single 
consistent voice. Council’s support was 
instrumental in the final result that was 
obtained. 

The judgment of the Land and 
Environment Court is an example of 
how good planning outcomes can be 
achieved which balance community 
interests with the commercial interests 
of property developers.   

The Alto automotive group has teamed 
with Brookfield Multiplex to propose a 
huge development called St Leonards 
Central consisting of 3 high rise 
tower blocks, up to 55 storeys high, 
containing over 1,300 apartments. 

Land parcels owned by Alto, 
Railcorp and Willoughby Council  
will be amalgamated together with 
airspace over the railway line to the 
north of St Leonards Station.

The proponents plan to submit their 
concept as an Unsolicited Proposal 
to the NSW State Government so 

that the site to be declared a State 
Significant Development to be assessed 
by the NSW Department of Planning. 
Willoughby Council would be 
relegated to an advisory role.

Prior to commencement of 
interactions with the State 
Government, the proponents require 
assurance from the landowners of 
in-principle support, which has now 
been given by Transport for NSW, 
Railcorp and Willoughby Council.

Council stands to benefit financially 
and through transfer of associated 

community facilities. Nonetheless, 
Councillors have been at pains to point 
out that support is limited to allowing 
the planning and consultation to begin.

The Naremburn Action Group, NAG, 
has been formed to co-ordinate the 
community response to this proposed 
development. Sign NAG’s pre-state-
election petition at  https://www.
change.org/p/gladys-berejiklian-say-
no-to-55-storey-development-in-st-
leonards.   

NAG to Monitor Massive Development Proposed for St Leonards
by Peter Wilton
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Art ScuLptS ArtArmon’S 
creAtive Future     
by Ted Dwyer
On Dickson Avenue, in the heart of 
Artarmon’s industrial estate, painters 
work quietly at famous sculptor Linda 
Klarfeld’s studios. On the Pacific 
Highway, Artarmon Galleries – one  
of Australia’s most venerable  
galleries – continues to exhibit some 
of Australia’s prominent artists. Albert 
Namatjira? Elioth Gruner? David 
Collins? Judith Ryrie? Take your pick. 
They’re all there.

Artarmon is fast becoming one of 
Sydney’s creative hubs – we have 
many talented painters, photographers, 
writers, poets, gardeners and sculptors. 
Artarmon is an important part of 
Willoughby Council’s Art Trail, 
where artists open their studio doors 
to the public every September. The 
combination of stunning natural beauty, 
industrial landscape and Artarmon’s 
conservation residential area produces 
the perfect conditions  
for creative expression. 

Why is it important to celebrate 
creativity? It isn’t about celebrity or 
money. At its best, being creative 
helps us become better people and 
communities. Being creative means 
taking risk, a cornerstone of leadership. 
The risk of making something from 
nothing. Which, if you think about it, is 
how new businesses, societies and ideas 
start and flourish. Artarmon’s historic 
role as a creative hub contributes to 

these processes and enriches us all. We 
should embrace and celebrate it.  
Ted Dwyer is an Artarmon resident. 
His paintings can be seen at: 
teddwyer.net/

cALLing ALL reSiDentS: Join 
tHe ArtArmon 100 cLub!
by Tim Sargeant
As a resident of Artarmon, I’m 
constantly aware of how lucky we are 
to live in such a peaceful suburb, when 
we frequently hear of disaster and crisis 
both here and overseas.  

Recently I heard of the charity 
Shelterbox who deliver ‘emergency 
boxes’ to those in need, and decided to 
help.  I’m looking for 100 local families 
to donate $100 each to raise money for 
10 Shelterboxes – hence the Artarmon 
100 Club – which will be sent to 
wherever the next disaster strikes, be 
that a typhoon in the Philippines or a 
humanitarian crisis in the Middle East.

What’s in a Shelterbox?  Each one is 
tailored to the needs of those to whom 
it will be sent, but typically contains a 
disaster relief tent for a family, thermal 
blankets and groundsheets, water 
storage and purification equipment, 
solar lamps, cooking utensils, a basic 
tool kit, mosquito nets and a children’s 
activity pack. Each box costs $1,000, 
including delivery.

The team at Shelterbox provide 
donors with the ability to track the 
location of their sponsored boxes – so 

the next time we see a disaster unfold 
on TV, we can check whether our aid 
has been sent to those struggling to 
rebuild their lives.

Over the next couple of months, I will 
be knocking on the doors of Artarmon 
asking for your help. But if you’d 
like to get in early, please email me 
at artarmon100club@gmail.com and 
register your support.  We also want 
to give back to our donors; so should 
you sign up and contribute, my wife 
and I would like to invite you and your 
family to our house for a social get 
together and a pizza from our wood 
fired pizza oven.
Thank you for your support – because 
we all know that in helping others we 
help ourselves.  

getting invoLveD iS A win 
For everyone 
by Parry Aliferis 
When I read about opportunities for 
volunteer Ethics teachers at the local 
public school in the Gazette, I applied 
almost straight away. Not only was  
this an opportunity to get involved 
with the local community, but it also 
appealed to my own lifelong enquiry 
for truth.

After applying through the website,  
I was contacted by the local school 
ethics coordinator who met me to 
explain the various steps to being 
selected as a volunteer ethics teacher.  
I am pleased to say I was selected,  
have been through the training and 

This page is available to non-profit community organisations who wish to alert residents to the services and activities they provide. 
Please send material (200 words plus small graphic) to editor@artarmonprogress.com.au by the deadline for the next edition shown on P2.

Artarmon Medical Centre
134 HAMPDEN ROAD ARTARMON 2064

Dr Douglas Hor  •  Dr Evelyn Ong
Dr Anca Slimovoschi

Phone 9411 5858 • 9419 8448

WINTER 
FLU VACCINE

available from April
Free for over 65’s

will teach my first class in Term 1 at 
Artarmon Public School!

I’ll admit to being a bit nervous  
about facilitating a group of 8 to 9  
year olds about some of the bigger 
questions in life such as how we treat 
animals and the right to vote –  
however after attending the training 
and seeing the support material used  
by teachers, I am looking forward to 
my first class.

Establishing strong reasoning skills 
and logic is a key foundation of this 
program and will prepare kids with 
invaluable life skills.

Primary Ethics is always looking for 
volunteers to teach as well as teacher 
coordinators as it rolls out across more 
and more schools across the state. If 
you have a couple hours per week you 
could dedicate, you can find out more 
at www.primaryethics.com.au.  
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wHere HAve ALL tHe 
LAnDLorDS gone?  
by Barry Thompson
Ever since I’ve lived in Artarmon, the 
folklore has been that a few individuals 
or families own all the property along 
the Hampden Rd shopping strip and 
Wilkes Ave. They picked up the real 
estate cheaply as the nature of the  
strip changed and old traders folded. 
The more adventurous of them 
upgraded and redeveloped and found 
new vital tenants. Others did less and 
took whatever tenant was available –  
so came the brothels and massage 
parlours (despite Council’s and residents 
best efforts).

Well, it seems some of those 
landlords must be hurting now! Since 
the last Gazette, the butcher has gone; 
as has the shoe shop; the travel agency 
above the Newsagency has moved to 
North Sydney; and the downsizing of 
the CBA branch is imminent. Some 
prominent premises have been empty 
going on four years. Other shopkeepers 
have decided that it is no longer worth 
their while to open on Sundays.

Local trading circumstances have 
been made more difficult by the pull 
of the big chains and the restaurants 
by the enlivening of the Chatswood 
CBD as a result of the Concourse 
and the burgeoning number of eating 
establishments it has encouraged. 
But these pressures have not arisen 
overnight.

Perhaps those enterprising landlords 
are now in their senior years but have 
yet to hand over the financial strings to 
the next generation. The accompanying 
article on this page calls for some 
new thinking and mentions successful 
examples of strip shop revitalisation 
around Sydney. Willoughby Council 
is sponsoring a series of lectures 
suggesting generalised strategies for 
renewal with mixed success so far.

APA has provided seed funding 
for the AV initiative but so far there 
are few signs of germination. And, 
personally, I do not expect many until 
landlords engage.

If you are a business owner, can 
I suggest that you not only become 
involved with AV yourself but that you 
make sure to ask your landlord what 
he plans to do to help your mutual 
situation. You might choose to wait 

for your next rent review, but I would 
suggest it is more urgent than that. 

Finally, remember the old adage: You 
must spend money to make money.  

wHAt it tAkeS to mAke A 
viLLAge grow   
by Parry Aliferis
As with many residents of the area, 
both newly arrived and those with deep 
roots, the ‘village feel’ of Artarmon is 
what attracted me to the area. Of course 
the convenience is a major factor, as is 
the diversity and availability of most 
conveniences.

Sometimes when I pick up my 
morning coffee on Hampden Rd, the 
buzz of commuters running almost 
late for work and the school kids being 
hand held to school portrays a well-
functioning, almost typical scene of 
contemporary suburban life.

It would be easy to become 
complacent. But just like the natural 
environment on which we build our 
village, without renewal and regrowth, 
things can start to stagnate and decline.

“ensuring the healthy functioning 
of the village means creating systems 
for feedback, for improvement and for 
ensuring that the interests and values 
of the community are reflected in the 
services and businesses within it.”

The Street Fair held late last year 
demonstrated a strong interest for semi-
regular gatherings where local business 
and cooperatives can display their 
produce/wares and build ties with the 
local residents. In even more successful 
models of the Street Fair, people come 
from all across Sydney every year 
to experience the entertainment, the 
smells and sights of the fair – and there 
is a boost to local business.

Another key element of the village 
is its unique character; its identity. 
What makes this village different from 
others? What is unique about it? Why 
would people visit Artarmon village? 
Apart from the ‘Japanese quarter’ 
on the eastside, what is the unique 
character/identity of the main strip?

Perhaps it’s time to take a fresh look 
at this shared village space, to re-define 
what it is and what our community 
wants it to be. By creating a system of 
engagement and participation within 
the community, we may just see the 
green shoots of growth appear and 

a new chapter in the long history of 
Artarmon emerge.  

Av progreSS report    
by Nick Logan
Artarmon Village is a collaboration 
of business owners, landlords and 
residents striving to reinforce the 
Hampden Road and Wilkes Avenue 
precinct as a vibrant shopping village.

Since the last Gazette AV committee 
members, Felicity Simpson (Art on 
Skin) and Mat Smallwood (Bakers 
Delight), have had success in engaging 
with Willoughby City Council to plan 
gurneying the Hampden Road pavers, 
repainting the balustrades, replacing the 
garbage bins for ones with built in ash 
trays and replacing the planter boxes 
conditionally on them being adopted by 
adjacent businesses.

AV is soon to be incorporated,  
which will allow us to establish our 
own bank account and to evolve 
with some autonomy. Guidance 
to incorporation and a bespoke 
constitution has been very generously 
provided by Kathy Nguyen and 
John Peacock of Artarmon’s own 
Associations Forum Pty Ltd.

After last year’s wildly successful 
night markets we certainly intend to 
apply for a seeding grant for another 
one during this year’s Willoughby 
Council Spring Festival and would  
like to have more frequent 
community events.

We are currently distributing a 
petition to local businesses so that 
we can reinforce the urgency of a 
resolution to the unapproved DA for 
98-102 Hampden Road. It is currently 
crippling the shopping strip and 
warding off potential businesses from 
moving into the empty shops.

When we are ready to incorporate, 
the next step for AV will be to call a 
meeting to elect officers and develop  
a structure to maintain our momentum. 
We expect to reach this stage in the 
next few months.

Our vision is to one day also have a 
clean, new colour theme for the façade 
and streetscape which badges us as  
high quality, united, community 
shopping strip.

Everyone is welcome to join the 
emailing list for AV. Email your details 
to artarmonvillage@gmail.com.au.  
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At Mind Heart Body Centre we believe in a holistic approach to treating and preventing pain. 
Our range of services aims to address factors such as, physical, mental, emotional and social stressors 

that may be contributing to your problem, to help you achieve optimum health and happiness.

Suite 3, First floor, 92 Hampden Road, Artarmon NSW 2064
Phone (02) 8068 4696  •  Fax (02) 8068 4768  •  admin@mindheartbodycentre.com.au      

www.mindheartbodycentre.com.au

Mind Heart Body Centre

Specialising in: 
• Back, neck, shoulder pain
• Sporting / Dance Injuries

• Women’s Health
• Pre and postnatal care
• Exercise rehabilitation

Helping Hands in Nepal   
by Elizabeth Dawes-Higgs

Recently, I was in eastern Nepal with 
not for profit organisation Habitat 
for Humanity as part of a team of 
volunteers building a house for 
Kalashi, a 35 year old mother of three, 
who had lost her husband three  
months before we arrived. 

At the time he died, Kalashi’s 
husband had just started to build a 
house for his family. He had removed 
their tiny mud house that they were 
living in to start building a sturdier 
dwelling. 

As a result of her husband’s death, 
Kalashi had no house and no income  
to survive on, let alone income to pay 
for another house. As her oldest son 
was now the main provider for the 
family, he had to leave school to start 
earning the small amount of money  
he could get. Kalashi also had to work  
on a farm for long hours, for about $2 
a day. 

Kalashi’s two other younger  
children were able to stay at school, 
but the family was struggling to 
survive. Without a house and without 

the resources (financial, material, time 
and expertise) to build one, they were 
living in a basic shelter crafted out of 
bamboo.

That’s where we came in, a group 
of 15 friends from all walks of life.  
Our team of volunteers was a mix 
of engineers, managers, doctors, a 
headmaster, an accountant, an art 
restorer and a plumber.

From a small idea over a cup of 
coffee we quickly became part of 
a project to assist a female-headed 
household in Nepal.

Before we knew it we were on a 
flight into Kathmandu, Nepal, from 
Singapore and then on another one 
hour flight in a twin engine turboprop 
to Biratnagar, the second largest city 
in Nepal. The flight was great, with  
a view of Mt Everest as its highlight. 

So there we were, after a day’s 
training on the traditional building 
techniques Kalashi’s husband would 
have used. I set to work using a 
Nepalese knife (a khukuri, similar to  
a machete) to clean and split the 

bamboo into very thin strips for the 
‘weavers’ in our team to work into  
the wall frames.

We spent almost five full days 
working on the project and each day 
we’d travel from Biratnagar to the 
construction site in Kadmaha, Morang, 
on a rundown bus – many times the 
bus almost tipped over off the road 
causing us to doubt we’d make our 
destination.

The material poverty of the lives 
of the residents of Kadmaha was as 
obvious as the cultural and emotional 
wealth Kalashi and her friends  
showed in how they lived and worked 
for a better life for their families and  
in the obvious value they placed on 
love and tradition.    

The air was thick with dirt and 
it was terribly hot during the days 
(42°C). There were goats, chickens 
and ducks on the construction site, 
and their dirty pond of water lying 
alongside the site of the house.

Sanitation is an obvious challenge 
for the residents of Kadmaha, but 
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Artarmon Musculoskeletal & Laser Physiotherapy
Suite 6 • 110 Hampden Road • Artarmon   PH: 9419 3404   FAX: 9419 2880

For over twenty five years 
Physiotherapist Ann Liebert
has run her practice in 
Artarmon specialising in:

•  Headaches
•  Back Pain
•  Musculoskeletal Pain
•  Laser Physiotherapy
•  Sports Injuries
•  Occupational-related Pain

ANN LIEBERT
Physiotherapist

it was not as bad as I had thought it 
would be. The toilet is a hole in the 
ground and household drinking water 
is pumped up from the ground. These 
facilities are close to each other – the 
toilet is a drop pit that gets filled up 
periodically while another one is built.

The houses in this area of Nepal 
have one storey with two rooms, 
sloped rooves and a simple post 
and beam system core.  Basically, 
wooden frames are attached to 6 x 
6 inch concrete pillars and then an 
infill made of woven split bamboo is 
attached to the frames. The walls are 
then rendered with a mud mix, while 
corrugated iron is used for the roof.  

The interior floor is also concreted.
To sort out my difficulties with 

splitting the bamboo I initially used 
a Western hammer with my khukuri.  
However, a boy the same age as my 
son (11) saw I needed some help and 
made me a traditional hammer from 
larger pieces of bamboo –it was so 
much more effective than the one I  
had been using. 

Kalashi’s house was a space split 
into two rooms without a door between 
them. While her new home had no 
power, no bathroom and no kitchen, 
we left a window hole in the wall on 
one side of the house that Kalashi 
could board up if she chose to.

I volunteered with Habitat for 
Humanity for a range of reasons –  
to help someone else, to experience 
helping people in a non-medical 
context and to be in a team of very 
different people. Our build team 
gelled from the start and we laughed 
a lot throughout the week. We helped 
each other out and, because we were 
determined to finish the house for 
Kalashi and her children, we worked 
late and sometimes didn’t take breaks.  
Our work was highly satisfying.  

So I’ve helped a widow build her 
family a home and I came away from 
the experience much richer than I was 
before. I learned more about our shared 
humanity, about the value of global 
community and I travelled to the other 
side of the world to discover how 
similar I am to people who live lives 
very different from mine.   

Building a house in Nepal/Photo Elizabeth 
Dawes-Higgs

The Society meets six times a year. 
At these meetings we have a guest 
speaker on local and regional history. 
We welcome suggestions for guest 
speakers or topics.

Our Museum at ‘Boronia’, 58 
Johnson Street Chatswood, is open 
most Sundays (except January, 
December and Public Holiday  
weekends) from 1pm–4pm. We have 
interesting displays covering a wide 
gamut of historical significance across 
the Willoughby area. Our exhibitions 
are refreshed regularly.

For a modest fee, members of the 
Society can research historical aspects 
of your areas.

Further details are available at: 
willoughbydhs.org.au or from the 
Secretary via: willoughbydistrict@ 
bigpond.com   

Willoughby Historical 
Society & Museum 
Update 
by Terry Fogarty

ARTARMON 
HISTORY PROJECT

Volunteers Required

If you can assist us, please phone Adrian on 
0410 644 052 

or Katie on 9419 3936 or by email at 
history@artarmonprogress.org.au



10  Artarmon GAZETTE Edition 69 - March 2015

what makes 
a Sustainable 
Healthy city? 
the amenity and 
quality of life 
in Artarmon, 
and willoughby, 

is outstanding. on many measures 
– open-spaces, including parks and 
natural bushland, access to transport, 
schools, commercial diversity and 
support services – we are very 
fortunate. Willoughby fits well with 
the nSw government’s vision for 
Sydney as a strong global city, a great 
place to live.

To achieve and sustain this vision, the 
Government’s goals include: creating a 
competitive economy with world-class 
services and transport; housing choice 
with homes that meet various needs 
and lifestyles; communities that are 
strong, healthy and well connected; and 
protection of the natural environment 
with a balanced approach to the use 
of land and resources. (www.strategy.
planning.nsw.gov.au)

But what makes a city strong, healthy 
and well connected? Australia’s 
population, specifically the population 
of major cities, is never far from focus. 
To support the economic vision for 
Sydney, the Government wants to grow 
our population, estimating that 664,000 
additional homes and 689,000 new jobs 
will be required to support this vision.

So what of sustainability?  Anthony 
Capon, Professor of Public Health at 
University of Canberra, suggests that 
if Sydney continues to develop in the 
“conventional way – low density urban 

development, with a preponderance of 
large, detached houses and a reliance 
on the private motor car for transport – 
the ecological footprint of our city will 
grow and it will become increasingly 
unsustainable.”

Professor Capon asserts there is 
increasing evidence that “sprawling, 
car-reliant, urban development is 
contributing to sedentary ways of 
living and contemporary health 
problems (such as obesity, type II 
diabetes, heart disease, cancers, 
depression).” 

So what should our future priorities 
be? We need to engage in planning 
and investment that enables people 
to carry out daily activities (such as 
getting to school, university and work; 
shopping for food and other necessities) 
by walking, cycling, or forms of mass 
transit. We must give equal priority to 
safe, accessible routes for walking and 
cycling with those for motor vehicles. 

We must also focus on the distribution 
of economic development across the 
whole metropolitan area, avoiding the 
creation of “dormitory suburbs” that 
result in people spending several hours 
a day commuting for work or education. 

And, as more people live in 
apartments and townhouses, we must 
invest in the public domain and develop 
safe, accessible, interesting, and family-
friendly public spaces.

So what does this mean for Artarmon 
and Willoughby? While there are 
pressures to grow, Council is working 
to ensure sustainable, healthy growth. 
For example, our focus on: urban 
renewal projects, most notably, The 

Concourse; our network of bike paths; 
open space and bushland; improvement 
of community and public facilities; and 
working with the community, planning 
solutions, such as the Channel 9 site, 
that allow growth in density but not 
overdevelopment. 

As the needs and pressures on our 
city and suburbs shift, some things must 
and will change. If we work together, we 
can sustainably grow our city, creating 
more compact and, hopefully, active 
communities that future generations of 
Artarmon and Willoughby residents will 
enjoy. 
–michelle.sloane@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Stafford road 
childcare: Thank 
you to all that 
have emailed, 
called and stopped 
me on the street 
to let me know 

their thoughts regarding the proposed 
Stafford Street Childcare centre.  As you 
may be aware, this proposal is due to be 
presented to council in march.

Traffic, noise, amenity and safety are 
among concerns that have been raised 
over and over again by residents, 
and although the Local Government 
legislation requires Councillors to 
remain impartial until all arguments have 
been presented, the serious concerns 
you and your neighbours have raised 
will no doubt weigh heavily on our 
deliberations.

Having lived my entire life in the 
area, I am well aware of many of the 

Councillors’ feedback...feedback...
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problems that you have raised regarding 
this DA and I am working hard to ensure 
that your voices are heard by my fellow 
Councillors. 

I am passionate about fighting to 
protect our local community from 
over-development and protecting the 
village lifestyle that many of us fought 
to establish.

From my experience, a strong 
showing of community feeling when 
the matter is brought to council is 
an excellent way to ensure that your 
voices are heard and that your elected 
representatives are working in your 
interest.

If you would like updates about when 
this, or other Artarmon developments, 
are coming before Council, you can 
like my Facebook page at fb.com/
CrNicWright or join my email mailing 
list by emailing “JOIN” to nic.wright@
willoughby.nsw.gov.au
council rate increase
At the 10 November 2014 Council 
meeting, Council resolved to apply to 
the Independent Pricing and Regulatory 
Tribunal (IPART) for a Special Rate 
Variation to be used to maintain and 
improve Council’s infrastructure assets.

If approved by IPART, the proposed 
rate rise would be 4.5% in the 2015/16 
year and 2.0% the following year. This is 
in addition to the already approved rate 
increase of 2.6% each year.  combined, 
these increases will result in an 
increase of 12.03% in rates over the 
next two years. 

Half the Councillors voted against 
any levy being imposed, and I thank 
Cr Coppock for being amongst those 
that joined me in fighting against this 
increase.  

During Council’s consultation process, 
56% of ratepayers voted against any 
levy. However, other Councillors chose 
to ignore these concerns and voted in 
favour of Scenario 3. The Mayor, who 
used her casting vote to ensure the 
Infrastructure Levy application was 
approved, decided the resolution.

If this rate rise is approved by IPART, 
I will continue to push for improved and 
efficient services, so that your money is 
spent responsibly and that further waste 
does not result in future increases. 

See you round Artarmon!
– nic.wright@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Development 
Application 
DA-2014/567 
proposed all 
day child care at 
66-66A Stafford 
road and 290 
mowbray road:

With the large number of submissions 
against the proposed DA, and given 
that the Applicant has submitted the 
matter to the jurisdiction of the Land and 
Environment Court, the matter will be 
considered by a Full Council meeting 
and not a Ward Meeting. I had called 
the matter to a Ward Meeting to allow 
residents to address Councillors onsite.

Officers advise that the matter is 
anticipated to be before Full Council in 
March.
Call for briefing from State 
government on rnS plans:
I have asked Council Officers to obtain 
a briefing on the plans and progress for 
residential development on the RNS site, 
apart from general advice on what is 
happening on the site.

The Gore Hill area is a matter of on-
going interest and needs to be monitored.  

Council Officers advise that obtaining 
information from the State Government 
is difficult at the best of times, but with 
the departure of Mr Woodhams, the 
Council’s long-standing Director of 
Planning, and his long corporate memory 
of the site, I feel there is an increased 
need to monitor plans for the area. 
offers for Drake St properties:
Council had nothing to do with recent 
letters making home purchase offers, 
which were subject to agreement 
to aggregation and higher density 
development. When asked for advice 
by residents, I suggested it was a matter 
for them and there was no obligation to 
respond or to sell. 

Such offers may become more 
frequent as State Government pressure 
for increased population density 
intensifies. 
council amalgamations:
The streets are buzzing with the opinion 
that forced Council amalgamations will 
occur later this year, in the event of the 
current Government being returned. So 
far, both major party groups have not 
said a word in policy statements about 
the issue for the forthcoming election.  
All the current Government has said in 
this term is that there will be no forced 
amalgamations.  

So what is actually happening? All 
Councils have to submit a ‘Fit for the 
Future’ proposal. In my opinion, this is 
not an easy task for a well run Council!

Failure to show fitness for the 
future will be a precursor to possible 
Government initiated amalgamation.  
Next, the recently announced 
Government sub-regional plans. 
Willoughby City is in a sub-regional 
plan that runs from Mosman Council 
to Ryde Council. I query, is this just 
a coincidence that this matches the 
boundaries of a new Council for this area 
recommended by the Sansom Report?  
This area picks up five council areas: 
Mosman, North Sydney, Willoughby, 
Lane Cove, Hunters Hill and Ryde.  

I am not against sensible 
amalgamations, but where is the 
community interest across this 
geographical area? I suggest that any 
amalgamations will have more to do 
with development and population growth 
than anything else. There needs to be 
a real argument for better services at 
a lower cost to communities. No such 
argument has been even advanced by 
the Sansom Report, or this Government 
or the Opposition. Without such support 
it makes any amalgamation void of any 
real logic.

Will forced amalgamations make 
Councils fit for the future? We shall see.
 –stuart.coppock@willoughby.nsw.gov.au 

Room available in 
Professional Clinic
Would suit psychologist, masseuse, 
beauty therapist etc.

Natural daylight
Hot water
Own sink
Very convenient
Opposite railway station

Rental agreement negotiable

Contact:
Dr Sue Craig
0410 445 205
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Clearing a house – home truths 
by Alethea Morison

There are possibly few life experiences 
tougher than clearing a family home. 
You may be lucky like me and the 
elderly parent vacating the home is 
(a) still alive, (b) of sound mind and 
(c), (d) and (e) amazingly organised, 
practical and positive. But it’s still 
tough.

The last thing you need is the 
emotional and environmental stress  
of trashing all their once-were-
treasures acquired over the last half 
century. Much more appealing is to 
find decent homes for the belongings 
that a previous generation cared for 
and preserved.

So what is the proper fate for all 
those books and papers, furniture and 
fabrics, gadgets and kitchenware,  
vinyl records and vases and live bullets 
in a matchbox?

Here’s what worked for me:
• Once family members had taken 

their pick of items, I circulated 
photos of contents to friends and 
invited them to drop in. They only 
took a few substantial items but they 
brought cake and lifted our spirits.

• Community radio station 2MBS FM 
(ph. 9487 1111) collects books, CDs 
and vinyl records for its fundraising 
fairs. It takes 10 boxes a time and 
took 2 lots for us.

• Great miscellanies of still serviceable 
items were taken to Vinnies in 
Chatswood (ph. 9419 4236). They 
will also collect furniture.

• Late in the piece, I disposed of a 
number of items, including including 
steamer trunks and a table through 
Reverse Garbage at Marrickville 
(reversegarbage.org.au/).  They 
also take anything crafty. This is 
Australia’s largest “creative reuse 
centre, committed to diverting 
resources from landfill”. I suspect 
had I thought of this earlier I could 
have taken most of the house 
contents there.  

• The Salvos (salvos.org.au/donate/
clothing-and-goods/) collected a 
number of major items of furniture,  
a clothes dryer and even  mattresses 
in good condition. They rejected 
however any furniture with marks 
on it. Some I put on the kerb 

(ahead of a scheduled clean-up) and 
someone took them.

• Many and varied items were offered 
through Freecyle (my.freecycle.
org/) and Gumtree (gumtree.com.
au/). Wine racks disappeared like 
hot cakes and several major items 
of furniture shifted this way. These 
sites and Reverse Garbage have the 
advantage of connecting you with 
people advertising they want stuff  
as well as letting you offer it. 
Freecycle has a Willoughby group 
you can join. 

• Masses of paper and some scrap 
metal went to the Artarmon 
Resource Recovery Centre in 
Lancely Place (sita.com.au). There 
is no charge for disposing of these 
recyclables. A“GoGet” car-share 
van (goget.com.au) was perfect to 
transport these.

• Bob Jane, handy on the highway at 
Artarmon, accepted some ancient 
car tyres for recycling free of charge.

• I didn’t manage to check out all 
the suggestions that my friends 
sent me. Many of these were 
addresses for sellers of vintage and 
second-hand wares, such as “Your 
display gallery” in Greenwich, 
(yourdisplaygallery.com.au), which 
can display goods for a set period, 
only charging if they are sold.

websites of broad relevance include:
• Willoughby Council’s A-Z of 

recycling (willoughby.nsw.
gov.au/your-neighbourhood/
waste---recycling/A-Z-of-Recycling/) 

• Give Now (givenow.com.au), an 
umbrella site for charities throughout 
Australia that will accept furniture, 
books, bikes and many other items 

• 1800-GOT-JUNK, (1800gotjunk.
com.au). This professional service 
take just about anything, and handle 
whole estates. It prides itself on 
environmentally responsible disposal 
of goods and measures and reports on 
how much it saves from landfill.
And live ammunition can be handed 

in at Chatswood Police Station. They 
may ask you why you have it and why 
you have a gun – but they won’t give 
you a hard time. As long as you tell  
the truth.

If you’ve had success with other 
strategies, I’d like to hear from you (at 
aletheam@internode.on.net) and run 
some more tips in the next issue.  
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When I moved to Artarmon thirty 
years ago, there were few trees along 
the nature strips. In my street there 
were a few ancient white bottlebrushs, 
Callistemon saligna, several Canary 
Island palms (Phoenix canariensis) in 
nearby streets and some Brush Box 
(Lophostemon confertus). An earlier 
generation of residents had generally 
thought it unwise to plant anything in 
their gardens that grew taller than the 
eaves of their houses. One by one the 
grand old nature strip bottlebrushes 
fell over and had to be removed. In my 
case, the first one blocked my driveway 
and the second one blocked off the 
street. A very few of the Canary Island 
palms grown from the seed collected 
by Governor Phillip on his journey to 
Australia remain in this area and only 
some of the Brush Box grown from 
seed collected in the Woy Woy district.

Climate change and increasing 
temperatures have led to increasing 
awareness of our need for trees. They 
provide shelter, act as windbreaks, 
are environmental sinks for carbon 
monoxide and carbon dioxide, filter 
dust and rain and act as screens from 
the glare of car headlights. In a suburb 
like ours, sandwiched between busy 
roads and a highway, down hill from 
a shopping area that is crowded with 
people, cars, trains and buses seven 
days a week, their value is inestimable. 
As I leave the dense Chatswood area 
after my shopping trips and turn into 
our local streets I automatically heave 

a sigh of relief – I’m back in our green 
haven.

Although there were no official 
records of Willoughby Council 
plantings for many years, nowadays 
the records are detailed and specific. A 
discussion with staff in the Council’s 
‘Tree Section’ about the planning and 
planting for specific places included 
such words as ‘locality’, ‘identity’, 
and ‘a sense of place’. Locality is 
important. Planning must of course 
take into consideration the presence of 
power lines to avoid a situation where 
power company employees are obliged 
to butcher the trees. Solutions to this 
problem have resulted in the planting 
of Crepe Myrtles (Lagerstroemia) and 
Gordonias (Gordonia axillaris). Both 
give pleasure, particularly when they 
are in flower, create a sense of place 
and help the environment. Recent 
plantings – particularly where more 
than one replacement tree is needed – 
include Blueberry Ash, Jacarandas  
and Bottlebrush. I foresee a future, 
in a few years time when the recently 
planted jacarandas reach sufficient 
height, in November, Artarmon will  
be a sea of blue.

Willoughby Council plants from 
March to November, avoiding the 
hottest summer months. Over the last 
dozen or so years it has mostly been 
infill plantings, replacing trees that 
have had to be removed. The young 
trees are staked and mulched but are 
not pruned for two years to give them  

a chance to be well established. At the 
time of their planting a green pamphlet 
dealing with the watering and care of 
the new tree is put into the letterbox 
of the nearby resident who has the 
responsibility for that nature strip. A 
copy of Council’s Tree Policy, now in 
preparation, is to be included on the 
Willoughby Council website in the 
near future.   

Our future – A green haven?  
by Mollie Shelley

Cartoon / W Bishop
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Roaster of 10 Di�erent 
Multi Awarded blends

Roasting locally in 
Artarmon since 1999

Bring this for 20% o�
18-20 Cleg St, Artarmon
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www.karmee.com
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Artarmon Produces Film Makers
by Judy Vago and John Peacock

There is something in the air of 
Artarmon - more specifically, in the 
air of Burra Road – and it inspires film 
makers.

First was Peter Cornwell, who lived 
in Burra Road in the 1990s. Cornwell 
worked at the ABC and in his free time 
started Trephine Production Studios, 
which he used to complete his award-
winning short Ward 13. It was a stop 
motion animation that enjoyed success 
at several international film festivals, 
receiving the FIPRESCI Award from 

the International Federation of Film 
Critics at Valladolid, and short-listed 
for an Oscar nomination in 2005.

After the success of Ward 13, Peter 
Cornwell partnered with Gold Circle 
Films and Lions Gate to direct the 
psychological horror film The Haunting 
in Connecticut. The film had its world 
premiere at the South by Southwest 
Film Festival in Austin, Texas and stars 
Virginia Madsen, Kyle Gallner, and 
Martin Donovan. It was released in 
March 2009 and went on to gross over 
USD$77,000,000 worldwide.

Now residing near Hollywood, Peter 
is currently in production on the feature 
film Mercy, an adaptation of Stephen 
King’s short story Gramma. It is being 
produced by Blumhouse Productions, 
McG’s Wonderland Sound and Vision, 
and Universal Pictures. Mercy will star 
The Walking Dead’s Chandler Riggs, 
Super 8’s Joel Courtney, and Frances 
O’Connor.

After Peter left, Carl Firth moved to 
the house next door on Burra Road. 
He too has the film bug. Over the 
years, Carl has made a number of short 

films, and the streets of Artarmon have 
featured in many of them His most 
recent film, The Witching Hour, was 
awarded the Special Jury Prize at the 
24th Flickerfest Short Film Festival. 
Filmed in various locations around 
Sydney, including Burra Road, it shows 
a terrifying few hours: “When the clock 
strikes midnight, a mysterious world 
comes into existence. A few unfortunate 
people get swept up in its mayhem, and 
must try to survive the night.”

The Witching Hour is being screened 
around Australia as part of the 
Flickerfest National Tour. It will also be 
screened in the US, after receiving an 
Honourable Mention within the Visual 
Music category of the Speechless Film 
Festival in Mankato, Minnesota.

Carl’s next short, The Immortal, is 
currently in production, supported 
by the AFTRS Creative Fellowship. 
Links are http://flickerfest.com.au/
tour/ and http://speechlessfilmfestival.
com/2015-films/

The Artarmon Gazette congratulates 
Peter and Carl on their success thus far 
in their movie careers.  

Carl Firth / Photo Tom L A Jones
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What traffic rules? 
by Robert Newman

I have noticed a number of traffic 
offences in the area over the last 
quarter, and I’m wondering if anyone 
actually follows road rules, or only the 
ones that don’t inconvenience them. 
Below are some events I have observed:

item 1: After visiting the post 
office, I drove around the block. While 
going along Hampden Lane between 
Broughton Road and Jersey Road, 
I found a silver Hatchback turning 
into the one way street and travelling 
the wrong direction in order to get a 
parking spot 10 metres down the lane. 
The driver even waved at me for giving 
way to her; the alternative was to drive 
into her.

item 2: A few days later, while 
delivering Artarmon Gazettes to 
Broughton Lane I saw an orange 
motorcycle coming out of the same 
section of Hampden Lane. The driver 
seemed oblivious to the fact that he  
was breaking the law.

item 3: Once, I observed a skate 
boarder rolling down Hampden Road 
towards the roundabout at Parkes Road. 
Now, I don’t think skateboarders are 

allowed in cycle lanes; if she was, she 
would need to be on the correct side 
of the road. Skateboarders should also 
always have a helmet on. Hopefully 
her scrubs will help identify her at the 
hospital in case of an accident.

item 4: If I am kind enough to let 
you pull out from the curb in Hampden 
Road in peak hour traffic, holding up 
traffic while you wait for a break in 
the oncoming traffic so you can do an 
illegal three point turn across double 
white lines is ‘pushing the friendship’.

A local resident told me that he  
made an illegal right hand turn just  
after 3:30 when there was no traffic 
around on a weekday from Hampden 
Road into Palmer Street. He was 
stopped by a police car waiting around 
the corner. Since it was the 28th day 
of the month, one could ask whether 
the sole policeman was more interested 
in filling his quota than in stopping 
accidents.

We have a bottleneck of cars trying 
 to go both directions along Barton 
Road, often blocking traffic flow on 
Hampden Road as they avoid turning 

right with the lights at Jersey Road.
Perhaps we need to consider some 

of the parking and traffic flow issues 
of the suburb, and if they don’t make 
sense – look at changing them. The 
Artarmon Loop bus stop on Hampden 
Road is another good example. The bus 
zone could be relocated quite simply to 
allow cars to pass on the inside of those 
turning right at Broughton Rd at the 
times when a bus is not standing there. 
That would allow better use to be made 
of the limited time-restricted parking 
there. Might we expect that anomaly 
to be fixed when the disabled spot is 
located adjacent to the new lift?    

Editor’s note: 
Perhaps you have other instances 
of local traffic regulations that do 
not seem to make sense or which are 
regularly flouted. Send them to me 
(editor@artarmongazette.org.au) 
and we’ll list them in June’s Gazette. 
Perhaps the APA’s Traffic expert will 
be willing to raise them with Council’s 
Traffic Committee

Join our Restore* rewards club and start 
earning valuable discount points today!

96 Hampden Road, Artarmon
Phone 9419 6880 Fax 9419 6868

Email nloganpa@bigpond.net.au 
Web www.pharmacistadvice.com.au

Nick Logan Pharmacist Advice has a loyalty 
program through which you can earn valuable 
points every time you shop with us and convert 
them into store discounts for future purchases.

How does Restore work? Each time 
you shop you earn one Restore point for each dollar you spend (excluding 
prescription and S3 items). Once you earn 100 points you can convert your 
Restore points into a discount voucher worth $5. The more you shop the more 
points you earn and the more you save.

How do I join? Simply fill in the application form in the pharmacy, detach 
the Restore card and start earning points immediately.

To earn Restore points: Make sure you show your card during your 
purchases to earn Restore points. Your card must be scanned during the 
transaction to ensure your points are recorded.

To redeem your discount: Ask our staff to check your points balance 
before your transaction to see if you are eligible for a discount (100 points or 
more). You can use your discount on that purchase or allow your points to 
accumulate and redeem when you are ready.

You deserve healthy rewards! Not only do you earn Restore Rewards 
points every time you shop, keep an eye out for special member-only benefits.
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