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Arrangements to keep the shopping/
eating experience along Hampden 
Road and Wilkes Avenue vibrant and 
attractive are proceeding apace. 

A steering committee has been 
formed to oversee the creation 
of ARTARMON VILLAGE, a 
representative body for Artarmon 
business owners and landlords. Under 
this umbrella, a number of activity 
groups will pursue various agreed upon 
agendas. Activities to be promoted 
include: streetscape rejuvenation;   
use of social media; and community 
activities. Other aims will be to find 
common ground between landlords and 
business owners and to re-establish 
a dialogue with Council and other 
statutory bodies. 

A representative body such as 
ARTARMON VILLAGE can negotiate 
with Council and achieve outcomes 
that are otherwise available only to the 
largest individual stakeholders. That 
representative voice can also help to 
ensure that outcomes from activities 
such as the promised railway station 
upgrades do not have unintended 
consequences for the amenity of shops 
and service providers. There is lots that 
can and needs to be done to enhance 
the vitality of the area.

The steering committee favours an 
informal structure so that precious 
time and expense is not consumed 
by organisational matters. So, where 
necessary, the new grouping will be 
auspiced by the Artarmon Progress 
Association. There is a move afoot 
to provide some paid administrative 
support for both groups. A small 
annual levy will be requested from all 
potential beneficiaries to support the 
endeavours.

Meanwhile life goes on along 
Hampden Road. The fruit shop fit-out 
has started. The proposal for a second 

liquor store has been 
dropped - but there are 
indications that a food 
operator is negotiating 
to move in to what was 
the Marriott Lane agency 
(can’t we just have 
back the original ‘La 
Statione’ restaurant?). 
The La Statione Pizzeria 
opposite the Post Office 
has closed and another 
pizza maker is rumoured 
to be moving in. An 
article on P9 gives more 
information about the 
Tattoo Parlour which has 
been approved by Council. The second 
DA for the shop-top studio apartments 
opposite the station entrance has been 
withdrawn. The developer of that site 
has declined to discuss his future plans 
for the site with the Gazette.

The Hampden Road precinct stands 
as a Heritage Area in Willoughby 
Council’s Development Control Plan. 
The plan places limits on the way 
businesses and landlords can change 
the commercial streetscape, just as 
has been done in the residential area 
east side of the railway line, where 
the Artarmon Conservation Area 
has been declared with the purpose 
of maintaining the streetscape in its 
original Federation and Californian 
Bungalow styles. 

The Gazette has sought comment 
on these commercial controls from 
local resident and Heritage architect 
David Logan: “Most of the shopfronts 
are over 100 years old. Their historic 
character and atmosphere are assets 
which, with appropriate protection 
and management, could establish 
Artarmon as a shopping precinct with 
a difference, with a competitive edge. 
Many retail shopping strips in other 

Welcome to ARTARMON VILLAGE     
by Hanna Schenkel and Barry Thompson

suburbs and beyond have reinvented 
themselves successfully, often with the 
support of their local Council. Church 
Street Parramatta and the main streets 
of Leura and Katoomba are prominent 
examples.” 

Council’s Heritage Architect indicates 
that “the most significant heritage 
element is generally...the facade above 
the awning level”. The condition of the 
facades in Hampden Road suggest that 
business owners and landlords either 
lack knowledge or sympathy for these 
controls. Or perhaps there is another 
simpler answer – that no systems have 
been put in place to maintain and 
enhance the strip’s appearance.

An early task for a streetscape 
taskforce then might be to find 
agreement on policies for maintenance 
and improvement of the streetscape, 
starting with graffiti removal on 
the facades and establishment of 
live specimens in the planter pots. 
Then comes the need to establish 
responsibilities. 

For example, Council installed the 
planter pots some years ago. Should 
they have responsibility for their 
maintenance? 

WCC’s DCP suggests that all above-awning facades be painted in 
consistent colours and carry no advertising material. /BThompson

...continued on Page 8

Support our local businesses to keep the ARTARMON VILLAGE vibrant!



It was with mixed feelings that I took on the role of editor 
for the Artarmon Gazette. 

I had no doubt I could fulfil the technical requirements 
of the job; I’ve studied writing and editing at the University 
of Technology for nearly five years now and am about to 
graduate with an MA in nonfiction writing. 

But as Barry said in his previous editorial, the role of 
editor is potentially one of influence in the area. Would I, 
a 25-year-old student from the other side of the earth, be up for representing a 
community I don’t even live in? How could I, as an outsider, come to understand 
the dynamics of a newspaper that has been run by volunteers within the 
community for over a decade?

These fears were immediately dispersed however during my first “official” 
appearance in Artarmon, for the launch of the Heritage Festival display (article 
overpage). To my surprise, the scene I found was very familiar indeed. 

What I saw was a group of people who care deeply about their community 
and each other. It was obvious many of the attendees have known each other for 
decades; the atmosphere was very familiar. It was the exact mood I remember 
from my teenage years singing in a community choir in my hometown in 
Germany, a mood I now suspect prevails in many community groups all over    
the world. 

Because it does not matter if you look at a community in a semi-rural town in 
Germany or an inner-city suburb of Sydney. In both cases you will find people 
who care deeply about their neighbours. They are also proud and protective of 
their home, they want to preserve its past and secure its future. Some articles in 
this Gazette are about this struggle. 

We expect that the new ARTARMON VILLAGE page will be a feature of 
future Gazettes, highlighting how business owners and their landlords intend 
to enliven and enhance the shopping experience while protecting its heritage. 
The community page again showcases some of the opportunities within the 
community to learn new skills and make friends. Several other articles by long-
standing volunteers (and some new faces) highlight the goings-on within the 
community, such as the arrival of a new librarian and the excellent work of our 
public school. 

By editing this issue, I’ve become a little bit more familiar with the inner 
workings of the Artarmon community. Barry has been a tremendous help 
throughout, as have the contributors I’ve worked with. But I’m still learning.     
It’s important to me to represent the Artarmon community accurately, and to 
publish work that is relevant and interesting.

Our next issue (due September) will come under the theme of Health and 
Wellbeing. If you are a resident or shop owner of Artarmon and feel strongly 
about a topic related to this theme, please contact me.  

 – Hanna Schenkel, Editor    
hannaschenkel@gmail.com
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GAZETTE Editorial

APA Public Information Meeting

Deputy State Liberal Leader and Local Member
Gladys Berejiklian

will outline plans for the new Artarmon Station (including its lift)
and discuss other local issues at

Artarmon Bowling Club
1 Burra Rd, Artarmon 

on Thursday, July 3 at 7.30pm

Some comments in the last Gazette related to superseded plans for the station. 
The community will be informed of current plans and timing, including access 

arrangements and the proposed two lift arrangement
Cash bar available
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As we move  
into another 
winter, the 
autumn leaves 
fall, the sun 
shines and the 
temperatures 
soar. What a 
great place 
to live is 

Artarmon! Welcome to another 
Gazette, which records our recent 
endeavours and outlines future 
activities and developments.

Our ‘Meet the Candidates’ in 
April was very well attended at the 
Artarmon Bowling Club. We had 
seven of the standing candidates 
address the audience. It was great to 
hear their aspirations for Willoughby 
and how they proposed to represent 
the community. Some of their reasons 
for standing brought chuckles from the 
audience, while the heckler from the 
back was less amusing. We now have a 
new Mayor and the APA looks forward 
to working with Gail on both local and 

more general issues.
The opening night of the ‘Journeys 

to Artarmon’ history/heritage 
exhibition was a great success with 
a very entertaining and interactive 
talk by long-term Artarmon resident        
Dr Tony Collins. If you failed to see 
the exhibition in the library during 
May, you will be able to view its 
content on the APA website in the not 
too distant future.

Nothing has been heard on whether 
Channel 9 plans to object the PAC 
decision on their redevelopment (they 
have a six month window from the 
February decision). We hope they have 
listened to the united front and the 
clear message of residents and Council.

With this Gazette we welcome 
our new editor. Thanks to Hanna 
for taking this challenge and getting 
some practical experience for her 
postgraduate studies. Many thanks also 
to those who made her appointment 
possible.

Our plans for the immediate future 
include:

1. Support the ARTARMON VILLAGE 
revitalisation – to which a number 
of the articles in this Gazette refer;

2. Initiate a membership drive to 
convert more of the 700+ names 
we have on our records to active, 
paid-up members. Without a strong 
membership base the association 
is reduced in its effectiveness to 
represent on Artarmon issues; and

3. Conduct a Public Information 
Meeting when our local Member 
and Minister for Transport, 
Gladys Berejiklian, will report 
on local issues, particularly the 
developments planned for Artarmon 
station. Mark Thursday July 3 
in your diary and join us at the 
Artarmon Bowling Club at 7.30pm.

I hope you enjoy this edition of the 
Gazette and welcome your feedback 
and/or ideas on how we can make it 
better.  

* If you would like to contact me, 
email me on:

 pres@artarmonprogess.org.au

A note from the president by Dale McKay

The APA launched its annual 
Artarmon Heritage Festival display on 
April 30 in the Artarmon Library Hall. 
The poster display was on show in the 
Artarmon Library throughout May.

Over 50 people attended the 
entertaining opening night with guest 
speaker Dr Tony Collins, who related 
his family’s long journey to Artarmon. 
Tony was the first geriatrician on the 
North Shore, and like his father had a 
long association with the Royal North 
Shore Hospital (RNSH).

The Collins’ family journey began 
in Poland, then Ireland, where they 
anglicised their name, and to Australia 
in 1867. They were escaping sectarian 
violence in both Poland and Ireland. 
In Australia, the Collins family have 
been train drivers, land selectors, top 
wool and sheep producers, soldiers, 
gentlemen and doctors.

Dr Ted Collins started his medical 
career treating diphtheria patients at 
RNSH in 1933 and in 1936 bought 
a house and medical practice on the 

corner of Cameron 
Avenue and Tindale 
Road. Nance, his wife, 
was an active fundraiser 
for RNSH, assisting 
in raising £50,000 for 
the construction of 
non-denominational 
Chapel in the 1960’s. 
Additionally, her floral 
subcommittee raised 
more than $1m over 24 
years.

The display included the stories 
of the Gall family who have been 
residents in Harden Road for over 
94 years, Garrick and Marilyn Blue 
who are 7th generation descendants 
from Billie Blue of Blue’s Point fame, 
and our recently retired Artarmon 
librarian, Suzanne Cavanagh, who 
served the Artarmon community for 
over 26 years.

Robbie Brown (nee Jones), pictured, 
was born in the Muttama Road house 
her father built 99 years ago. Robbie’s 
story told of her Welsh father being 

a gentleman and an Artarmon house 
builder. Her Welsh mother was a 
well-known Artarmon identity, who 
cared for homeless people during the 
depression, bringing them home to live 
with the family.

Each story in the display highlighted 
a journey made to Artarmon, 
the reasons for coming, and an 
understanding of the life experiences 
each family had before and after their 
arrival.  

Artarmon Heritage Festival 2014 a Success 
by Adrian Alexander

Robbie Brown, niece Catherine and 
Willoughby Mayor Gail Giles-Gidney’ /AAlexander
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Dramatic (and Other) Developments at APS 
by Jane Rowley

Artarmon Public School (APS) students 
will benefit from a new program that 
uses drama techniques to strengthen 
student learning in reading, language 
and literature. Funded by the Sydney 
Theatre Company (STC) and devised 
by Professor Robyn Ewing of Sydney 
University the program is designed to 
provide primary school teachers with 
drama skills and strategies they can use 
in lessons. “The results of numerous 
studies demonstrate unequivocally 
how powerful the arts are in children’s 
learning,” Robyn told the Gazette. 
APS teachers participated in a one day 
professional development workshop led 
by Professor Ewing and John Saunders, 
Education Manager at STC. Four staff 
members went on to participate in the 
seven week long practical teaching 
component of the program. 

“The specialists from STC give 
the lesson to the children and the 
teacher watches it and then they talk 
about ways the teacher can use those 
methods in future classes,” says APS 
Principal, Louise Green. The four 
teachers will share their new skills 
with all teaching staff. Over 40 schools 
have participated in the School Drama 
program since it began in 2009. 
On-going research has shown the 
result for students is a marked increase 
in literacy abilities. Louise believes 

it’s vital to equip teachers 
with new skills. “That’s 
why we are continually 
doing professional learning 
because we are expected to 
teach everything in every 
area in primary school but 
we’re not actually experts in 
everything. Our challenge 
always is to up-skill 
everybody with all the skills,”  
says Louise. 

Literacy is just one of many skills 
APS students are encouraged to 
develop. Sport is also high on the list. 
Each year APS can nominate several 
children who are excelling in their 
chosen sport to compete in the Primary 
Schools Sports Association competition

Year six student Hikaru Ikegami won 
the right to compete at state level two 
years running. This year he was part 
of the team that won the Don Moon 
trophy, awarded for the highest number 
of points in the combined results. Also 
achieving maximum points at state 
level were members of the Sydney 
North swimming team of which a 
number were APS students. 

To accommodate all this talent the 
school has recently added a new two-
storey classroom. Two classes of Year 
Two and two classes of Year Four 
students are enjoying their new, less 
cramped surroundings, however Louise 

is concerned that the space squeeze is 
set to continue. “We’re up to 38 classes. 
We have met our commitment for the 
number of classes for this year but our 
challenge will be next year,” she says. 
“The Sydney North region is the fastest 
growing region for school enrolments 
in the state. The problem in public 
education is that there’s not a lot of 
easily accessible money to build more 
classrooms so everyone’s putting their 
minds to it at the moment,” says Louise

Louise believes the steady increase 
in student enrolments at APS is 
testament to the teaching staff and their 
willingness to participate in programs 
such as School Drama. “I believe one 
of the reasons [enrolments are high] is 
because we are a school that produces 
results, we provide a good education for 
children and it shows in the results and 
so people are coming back to us saying 
these public schools actually provide. 
It’s seen as an area that does produce 
highly successful academic students.” 

Students celebrate their new classroom/JRowley

For over twenty years 
Physiotherapist Ann Liebert
has run her practice in 
Artarmon specialising in:

•  Headaches
•  Back Pain
•  Musculoskeletal Pain
•  Laser Physiotherapy
•  Sports Injuries
•  Occupational-related Pain

ANN LIEBERT
Physiotherapist

Suite 6 • 110 Hampden Road • Artarmon    PH: 9419 3404   FAX: 9419 2880
Artarmon Musculoskeletal & Laser Physiotherapy

Support our business to keep the ARTARMON VILLAGE vibrant!
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Artarmon Welcomes New 
Librarian by Christine Kelley

Reliable, Experienced & Professional 
 

For over 20 years we have been managing and selling 
residential, retail and commercial property in Artarmon.  
We offer personal & professional service with integrity. 
We have a highly experienced property management and 
sales team who speak English, Korean, Mandarin, 
Cantonese, Taiwanese, Hungarian & French.  
We look forward to assisting you with all your real estate 
needs. Please give us a call or come in for a chat. 
 

Warren Levitan  0412 634 117 

 

Stephen Mitchell with the Artarmon Heritage 
display’/CKelley

CALL FOR
EXPRESSIONS 
OF INTEREST

Purchase of 
1BR Apartments

 in Artarmon
DA pending

Leafy NE aspect
Sustainable 

(low energy, water and waste recycling)

Close to train, shops
Adaptable design

Opportunity for first home buyers, 
downsizers and investors

Move in mid-2016

0425 125 874

Specialty Food
Wholesale quantities
Wholesale value
53 Carlotta Road, Artarmon
9906 8990

underground parking available

There’s a new face at Artarmon 
Library: Stephen Mitchell will take the 
role of librarian from the much-beloved 
Suzanne Cavanagh, who in January 
of this year retired after 26 years of 
service to the community.

Stephen brings a wealth of experience 
gained since 1978 in the public libraries 
of Penrith, Sydney, South Sydney,    Ku-
ring-gai, Woollahra, Warringah and, 
most recently, Willoughby.  In his 20 
years with the City of Sydney, he saw 
the development of two new libraries 
at Kings Cross.  Other career highlights 
include appointments with TAFE and 
the State Library during the opening of 
the new Macquarie Street wing in 1988.

When his busy family life permits, 
Stephen enjoys music and sailing. He 

always has two or three books on the 
go. Some of his favourites are 50’s 
Australian travel writer Peter Pinney 
(Dust on my Shoes), new author 
Mark Mills (The Long Shadow), and 
classics by Hemingway and Somerset 
Maugham.

If you own an e-book reader, 
Stephen recommends Shorelink’s 
comprehensive e-book collection. The 
digital library offers a range of classics 
and new titles in fiction and nonfiction, 
as well as a collection of audiobooks. 
With the rise in use of electronic media, 
Stephen foresees libraries in the future 
serving a greater role as a social hub 
and is keen to host library events for 
small groups.

Stephen finds the setting of Artarmon 
Library, in the converted former 
church, “a lovely place to work” and is 
looking forward to getting to know the 
Artarmon community.  Call in and find 
out his reading recommendations.  

Artarmon Library Opening Hours:
Monday 10:00am – 1:00pm 
Tuesday 2:30pm – 5:00pm
Wednesday 10:00am – 1:00pm
Thursday 2:30pm – 8:00pm
Friday 2:30pm – 5:00pm
Saturday 9:30am – 12:00 noon
Closed Sundays and public holidays
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COMPUTER CLUB FOR SENIORS    
by David Bruce-Steer, Program 
Coordinator and Artarmon resident 
The Crows Nest Centre Computer Club 
is a congenial place for seniors to learn 
more about all types of computers 
and tablets (Windows, Apple and 
Android). Courses are run over four 
weekly 90 minute sessions and cover 
diverse topics such as Beginners, 
Internet, Email, Word, Excel and 
digital photography. The club has 
Windows computers available for the 
classes, but there is enough space for 
students to bring their own laptops or 
tablets. A special Q&A course is also 
set up, allowing students to ask specific 
questions about their personal devices. 

The courses are put on at the same 
time each week at the Crows Nest 
Centre (2 Ernest Place, Crows Nest), 
which is conveniently right next to 
the Holterman Street car park where 
students can enjoy two hours free 
parking. The classes are run at 10am, 
12pm or 2pm each day, depending on 
the availability of volunteer tutors. 
Maximum course size is six students, 
but courses are rarely full.

This Club was set up in 1994 to help 
seniors with all aspects of computers. 
If you would like to know more please 
go to our website www.cnccc.org.au or 
call me on 9419 7017.   

JOIN THE FUN AT YOUR LOCAL 
PLAYGROUP
Artarmon Children’s Playgroup would 
like to welcome families to come 
along and experience all the benefits of 
Playgroup.

The Playgroup runs a weekly session 
at St Basil’s Church Hall, 6 Broughton 
Road, every Tuesday at 9:30am to 
11:30am. The Playgroup is a relaxed 
and friendly environment where 
parents, carers, babies and children 
up to the age of six meet to have fun, 
share experiences and learn through 
play. 

In their first years, children develop 
skills that lay the foundation for life. 
The movement, interaction, activities 
and play ideas offered at Playgroups 
provide the ideal environment to 
help stimulate and nurture their 

developmental process. 
Being part of a Playgroup also 

gives mums, dads, grandparents and 
caregivers the opportunity to make 
new friends, discuss ideas, learn about 
childhood development and share 
parenting experiences. This year we 
have many young babies joining us. 
It’s a great way for parents to get out 
of the house and meet up in a safe 
environment. And it’s never too early 
to develop a weekly routine.  

We have a great variety of toys and 
fun craft activities. We also have story 
time and a sing-a-long each session. 
We have morning tea of fruit for the 
kids and adults can catch up over a cup 
of coffee or tea. 
The first two sessions are free. Family 
membership to Playgroup NSW is a 
low annual fee of $39, and Artarmon 
Children’s Playgroup has a weekly fee 
of $5 per family (not per child).
To join the Playgroup or for more 
information, please contact Playgroup 
NSW on 1800 171 882 or visit:
www.playgroupnsw.com.au   

ARTARMON BOWLING & 
RECREATION CLUB  
by Ross Bauer, 
Men’s Club President 
Artarmon Bowling & Recreation 
Club at the end of Burra Road, was 
established in the late 1940s by three 
local families who mortgaged their 
own houses to purchase a site for 
the Club.  Previously this site was a 
sandstone quarry which supplied much 
of the road base for Cameron Avenue.

The Club was then built by 
volunteers from the fledgling 
membership, and today offers bowls 
in a quiet bushland setting, away from 
busy, noisy roads.

For those who have never had a go 
at lawn bowls, a recent survey by The 
Centre for Sport and Social Impact at 
La Trobe University investigated the 
reasons why people play bowls. Their 
findings included the affordability 
of bowls as well as the physical and 
mental health benefits of participating 
in a team sport, such as a sense of 
belonging and camaraderie.

Artarmon Bowling Club Members 

are both friendly and competitive. 
Our men’s and women’s teams have 
compiled impressive results over the 
years.

Importantly, in addition to our 
bowls based activities, we also pride 
ourselves on being a truly local club. 
We encourage the use of our club 
facilities by a range of community 
groups and of course we offer barefoot 
bowls complete with bar and barbeque 
facilities for private and corporate hire. 
Many local residents have used the 
club’s facilities for private functions. 
Yoga and NIA classes are also held 
regularly at the club.

If you would like to know more, just 
come on down when you see us playing 
on Saturday or Wednesday from 12.30 
pm, or call me on 0403 046 975 or visit 
our website at:
www.artarmonbowlingclub.com.au   

BECOME AN ETHICS TEACHER 
AT ARTARMON PUBLIC SCHOOL
by Richard Gilzean, Ethics 
Coordinator
Primary Ethics provides the 
opportunity for NSW public primary 
school students who don’t attend 
scripture classes (SRE) to participate in 
philosophical ethics classes. Since 2011 
the demand for ethics classes continues 
to grow and we now have nine classes 
up and running. However, we need new 
volunteers to teach classes from Years 
1 to 6. The classes teach children how 
to approach ethical issues and develop 
their capacity for considered moral 
judgment, which will enable them to 
respond more thoughtfully to many 
of the problems and issues they will 
face in their lives. Volunteer Ethics 
Teachers are trained to deliver our age-
appropriate curriculum and to use the 
accompanying learning and teaching 
materials. Classes at Artarmon are 
held on Thursday mornings during 
term and run for 40 minutes. For 
more information about the role, the 
curriculum, and to volunteer, please 
go to http://www.primaryethics.
com.au or you can email me at: 
ethicsatartarmon@gmail.com   

This page is available to non-profit community organisations who wish to alert residents to the services and activities they provide. 
Please send material (200 words plus small graphic) to editor@artarmonprogress.com.au by the deadline for the next edition shown on P2.



Artarmon GAZETTE Edition 66 - June 2014  7

A Special Message From Our New Mayor
by Gail Giles-Gidney

BRONZE MEDAL

2013

TH
E RO

YAL AGR ICULTURAL SOCIETY O
F 
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SM
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IA

20

11  FINE FOOD AWARDS

GOLD
MEDAL

Hobart 2012 Hobart 2011

Sydney 2013 Sydney 2013

Melbourne 2013 Melbourne 2012

Roaster of 10 Di�erent 
Multi Awarded blends

Roasting locally in 
Artarmon since 1999

Bring this for 20% o�
18-20 Cleg St, Artarmon

99668488
www.karmee.com

It is a pleasure 
to write to you 
as the Mayor 
of the City of 
Willoughby.

I am incredibly 
honoured to be 

elected to this position, and I am very 
passionate about delivering positive 
outcomes for our City. I was very 
pleased and grateful for the support I 
received from residents of Artarmon 
and I look forward to continuing to 
serve local residents.

As Mayor I am very keen to optimise 
sport and recreation facilities across 
the city, maximising their potential and 
ensuring children are able to access 
our facilities as much as possible. 
Supporting our arts and entertainment 
through the continual development of 
art and cultural activities and the further 
progression of The Concourse as a 
leading arts centre is also a priority.

I will also be working with all other 
Councillors and Council staff to guide 
strategic planning to address the key 
issues affecting our City. We are 

currently developing a detailed parking 
and traffic strategy for the Chatswood 
CBD, the need for a resolution for      
the Northbridge Plaza Council Car   
Park and an upgrade of the Willoughby 
Park Centre.

The issue of increasing traffic 
congestion and parking demands 
throughout our suburbs is an area of 
concern many people have raised with 
me and one I will continue to focus on.  
Traffic and parking issues are not easily 
resolved, however, I am committed 
to improving the situation for our 
residents. Community consultation will 
be a vital part of this process and I look 
forward to hearing your views.

The need for a lift at Artarmon Train 
Station has been a source of frustration 
for the local community for many years 
with residents petitioning the State 
Government over this vital upgrade.  
The recent announcement of a lift for 
the station is a big win for the local 
community, Ward Councillors and 
everybody who worked to have this 
issue resolved. 

Members of the community have 

also expressed their concerns over the 
current standard of the local streetscape, 
particularly the Artarmon shopping 
precinct. We need to find the right 
approach for this issue, and one that 
is endorsed by both local businesses 
and residents. The area’s viability 
needs to be supported by a number of 
mechanisms including a strong local 
voice, attractive shop fronts and a 
solid retail mix.  The development of a 
viable shopping strip model is vital in 
the longevity of these precincts across 
Willoughby. 

During the campaign I also heard 
about the community’s support for 
night markets within the Artarmon 
shopping area. This is a wonderful way 
to encourage community participation 
and to support local businesses. I hope 
to see this project develop.

Thank you to everyone who has 
contacted me to date to let me know of 
important local issues.  Please contine 
to contact me if you have any issue 
you wish to discuss on 9777 1001 or      
Gail.Giles-Gidney@Willoughby.nsw.
gov.au   

Council Officers 
are currently 
preparing the 
community 
consultation 
program for 
the Draft 

Street Parking Strategy. A series of 
community meetings will be held 
across the City in June and dates will 
be advertised once all venues are 
confirmed. FAQ sheets and on line 
surveys under “Have your Say” through 
the Council web site are also being 
finalised. An information flyer will be 
sent to every property informing them 
of the draft strategy, the FAQ sheets, 
survey and meetings. Key strategic 
parking issues relevant to specific areas, 
such as commuter parking, employee 
parking, resident parking and parking 
permits, etc. will be identified and 
given particular attention.  Dates of the 
community meetings will be advised as 
soon as possible.

Council moved to send a Planning 
Proposal for 65 Albert Ave, 
Chatswood – the Mandarin Centre, 
to the Department of Planning and 

Environment seeking a Gateway 
Determination for public exhibition. 
This means the Minister (or delegate) 
determines whether the planning 
proposal is to proceed. This gateway 
acts as a checkpoint to ensure that 
the proposal is justified before further 
studies are done and resources are 
allocated to the preparation of a plan. 
A community consultation process is 
also determined at this time. A draft 
Voluntary Planning Agreement will also 
be exhibited with the Planning Proposal.

2014 Federal Budget: The indexation 
of Local Government Financial 
Assistance Grants (FAGs) has been 
frozen for the next three years as part 
of the Federal Government’s cut backs 
in the 2014 Budget. This means the 
grants will not be increased in line 
with CPI and population increases, 
and local government will be forced to 
reassess spending priorities. According 
to Local Government News, Councils 
are likely to miss out on an expected 
$96 million increase in FAGs for the 
provision of essential local services and 

Councillors’ feedback...feedback...

...continued on Page 10 
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ARTARMON VILLAGE ARTARMON VILLAGE ARTARMON VILLAGE
A SPECIAL THANkS
by Hanna Schenkel
The ARTARMON VILLAGE effort has 
been met with great enthusiasm by 
local residents and business owners. 
The Gazette got to experience this 
first-hand in putting together this 
issue, which unfortunately led to 
an over-spill of articles for our first 
ARTARMON VILLAGE page. With 
great regret we had to cut two articles 
by Warren Levitan and Rebecca 
Davies.

Warren, who has worked in local 
real estate for over two decades, wrote 
a piece which reflects on the changes 
in the suburb throughout his life here. 
He reminds his readers that increased 
maintenance and occupation costs, 
as well as changing demographics, 
are a struggle property and business 
owners share. As a result, he believes 
the way to bring new life to the 
Artarmon shopping precinct is through 
collaboration of tenants and landlords, 
to find a favourable outcome for all 
parties. 

Some of the initiatives he proposes 
include joint marketing & promotion 
ideas, special events, customer rewards 
and more. “I believe that it can be 
done” he concludes, “so let’s get 
behind the ARTARMON VILLAGE 
initiative and make it happen.”

Rebecca, who also works in local 
real estate, reminds us that, when it 
comes to value, individual interests are 
tied to the needs of the community:

 “Each business, each property does 

not act independently. When shops are 
thriving and there is little vacancy, it 
encourages consumers to shop, and 
businesses can trade off one another 
– creating value for one another. 
With vacancy comes a perception of 
problems, and instability, which has 
flow on effects to the desirability of 
the surrounding real estate, which can 
decrease property values.” 

The Gazette would like to thank 
Rebecca and Warren for their time 
and effort in writing their excellent 
contributions. We hope to include more 
of their work, as well as the voices of 
other members of the community and 
the ARTARMON VILLAGE effort, in 
future issues.

 
TATTOO PARLOUR IN THE 
HEART OF THE VILLAGE 
CONCERNS RESIdENTS
By Helena Ho
Residents of Hampden Road have 
raised concerns over a tattoo parlour, 
which will be located in the heart 
of Artarmon shopping village. The 
parlour will open on the top level of 
a three-storey building which already 
houses a Lasercare skin clinic, and 
shoe shop specialising in orthotics.

The development application 
for  8/66 Hampden Road has been 
approved after an onsite meeting of 
ward councillors and correspondents 
and subsequent deliberation by the  
full Council. 

However, members of the 
community have raised concerns over 

Or should it be left to the business 
closest to each pot? Another alternative 
might be for the ‘village’ to employ 
a contractor with the cost shared 
by members. Landlords would 
probably respond that Council should 
provide these services, funded by the 
commercial rates that they pay.

These are some of the many 
issues which will be addressed 
by the members of ARTARMON 
VILLAGE. The Gazette plans to run an 
ARTARMON VILLAGE page each issue 
to report progress and give a voice 
to stakeholders. Businesses that have 
expressed an interest in joining the 
ARTARMON VILLAGE effort are listed 
overpage. The Steering Committee 
hopes others will follow.

Already an application for a WCC 
Community Grant has been made 
to assist in the reestablishment of a 
regular night market in the Wilkes 
Avenue/Hampden Road area, in 
the style of past popular APA night 
markets...another way to attract patrons 
to the area and its eateries. Again 
success depends on the degree of 
involvement and participation.

A movement has started. May it be 
a mass movement, worthy of massive 
support by residents, with a result 
eventually comparable to the activation 
that has occurred in night-time 
Chatswood in recent years.  

Welcome to ARTARMON VILLAGE 
continued from Page 1

Support our business to keep the ARTARMON VILLAGE vibrant! 

 

Artarmon
Dry Cleaners 

118 Hampden Rd

9411 5225
Open 

Mon-Fri: 
7.30 to 6.30 

Sat: 8.00 to 2.00
(Closed Sundays and Public Holidays)
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ARTARMON VILLAGE ARTARMON VILLAGE ARTARMON VILLAGE
the safety of residents living in the 
building as well as its proximity to 
Artarmon Public School.

“The shop will have a shared 
pedestrian route both front and 
rear [with residents]…there will be 
strangers at night loitering, smoking 
and drinking” said Dr John Simone, 
member of the Owners Association 
and Corporation of 66 Hampden Road. 

The proposed trading hours of the 
tattoo parlour are also a concern for 
residents, attracting clientele from 
other parts of the city between the 
hours of 10am and 7pm, which could 
disrupt the comfort of residents and 
potentially endanger their safety.

“There is a high density residence 
behind this building,” said Dr Simone. 
“The shop will attract the possibility of 
litter, crime and noise.”

But the applicant, Felicity Simpson, 
maintains that her business will not 
affect the safety of residents and 
children in the area.

“Apart from the humming of tattoo 
machines, chatter and tunes, the noise 

levels of a tattoo studio are quite 
low so that the artist can concentrate 
on their work. The business is by 
appointment only and has a waiting 
room and balcony, so there will be no 
huge crowds…and no loitering,” said 
Ms Simpson. “A lot of my customers 
are regular clientele, so there will be 
no risk to safety nearby.”

An operating licence and tattooist 
licence must be obtained before 
operating a tattoo art business, and 
working as a body art tattooist in 
NSW. In accordance with the NSW 
Tattoo Parlours Act 2012, all licence 
applicants must consent to finger-
printing and palm printing and cannot 
be a controlled member of a declared 
organisation under the Crimes (Criminal 
Organisation Control) Act 2012.

“This is a legitimate business with 
no criminal association,” said Ms 
Simpson. “I have no connection to 
bikie clubs and this aspect has been 
thoroughly investigated by the police.”

Yet residents are also concerned 
whether the nature of such businesses 

are appropriate to the image associated 
with Artarmon.

“We need businesses that enhance 
the image of Artarmon as a whole,” 
says an Artarmon resident, who asks to 
remain anonymous. “A tattoo parlour 
does not lift the image of Artarmon.”

The Owners Association and 
Corporation agree that such businesses 
are unsuited to Artarmon’s mixed 
commercial and residential area.

“It’s really inappropriate for the 
building and area,” said Dr Simone. 
“Property values will drop [as a result 
of this].”

However, Ms Simpson loves the 
friendly community feel of Hampden 
Road and hopes to become an active 
participant in its revival. 

“I am very keen to join in on 
the efforts to revive ARTARMON 
VILLAGE. I would love to contribute 
to the art and culture of Artarmon.      
I believe my business will bring new 
life and customers to the surrounding 
shops. I hope to become an asset to  
the Artarmon community.”   

The Steering Committee of the ‘ARTARMON VILLAGE’ thanks the following business owners for their 
interest in joining the initiative to enliven the shopping/eating precinct.

Peter and Sophie – Coffee Express
John Tia – Artarmon Fine Dental

Susie Zhong – Association of Taxation and 
Management Accountants

Chloe and Jin – Hampden Gourmet
Catherine and Jeremy Ong – 

Laing and Simmons, Artarmon
Rebecca Davis – Forsyth Real Estate

Sunny Cheong – Artarmon Newsagency
Ross Dickson – HOW Hair

Young Yang – Spar Supermarket
Darren Little – Artarmon Chiropractic

Adam Aubrey – Flight Centre Artarmon
Cindy Lambert – Vogue Conveyancing

Dan Yee and Toby Cutler – Salvage Specialty Coffee
Daryl Katz and Sebastian Browne – 

Shead Real Estate
Dr Douglas Hor – Artarmon Medical Centre
John McCooe – McCooe Raves and Poole

Steve and Waty Koch – Artarmon Family butcher

Peter Strudwick and Phil Youdale – 
YSCO Geomatics 

Trent Cumming – Fitness Plus 24/7 Artarmon

Sonia Powell – Zohannia Document Services

Ann Liebert – Artarmon Musculoskeletal 
and Laser Physiotherapy

Richard Thompson – Artarmon Vision Services

Andy Choy – Artarmon Dry Cleaners

Sharon Williams – Taurus Marketing

www.artarmonvision.com.au

122 Hampden Rd Artarmon, NSW 2064
p: 9412 3757  e: info@artarmonvision.com.au

•  See your local Independent Optometrist        
•  Eye examinations for adults and children
•  Appointments claimable on Medicare
•  New frame ranges including Chloe, William Morris,    
    Francois Pinton, Prodesign and more
•  Optometrist/Owner Richard Thompson (B.Optom Hons, M.Optom UNSW)

    with over 20 years of experience

Optometrist

Support our business to keep the ARTARMON VILLAGE vibrant!
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infrastructure in local communities.
The Australian Local Government 

Association says the grants, paid 
through the states and untied in the 
hands of individual councils, are 
“absolutely essential” to allow the 
provision of a reasonable level of service 
and infrastructure to local residents.

These grants are typically used to 
maintain a range of infrastructure 
including local roads, bridges, parks, 
swimming pools, libraries and 
community halls, as well as services to 
the young, the elderly and community 
groups. Decisions are made at a local 
level about how these funds are used.

The Federal Government remains 
committed to Roads to Recovery (R2R) 
funding at $350 million per annum and 
the new Bridges Renewal Program, as 
an indication that local infrastructure 
would not be overlooked.

This edition of the Gazette highlights 
the great work done by many local 
businesses to establish the ARTARMON 
VILLAGE. Thanks to the tremendous 
efforts of these businesses along with 
the support of the APA, the “Village” 
is really starting to get moving. 
With the assistance of the APA’s 

Vice President, Christine Kelley, the 
Village has applied for a grant to 
re-start Artamon’s once famous night 
markets! The markets are a great way 
to bring together various groups in our 
community including local businesses, 
residents and community groups. The 
Village is a terrific initiative driven 
by local business to enhance, support 
and encourage our local shopping 
experience. Let’s all get behind 
these great community-minded local 
businesses – be involved and shop local!

Congratulations to Councillor Gail 
Giles-Gidney on her election as Mayor 
and to Councillor Stuart Coppock on his 
re-election as Deputy Mayor.
–michelle.sloane@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Regular Gazette 
readers will 
remember 
that late last year 
I was petitioning 
to have Council 
introduce a 

short-term lease program for the empty 
shops along Hampden Rd.  Initially 
rejected by all Councillors, I continued 
to fight for the program as I believe 

the empty shops are killing our village. 
After much persuasion and with your 
support, Council finally agreed to trial 
the program.

Council staff have contacted building 
owners and real estate agents inquiring 
whether they would be interested in 
some short-term leasing options or even 
allowing some art to be put up in the 
windows to improve the streetscape. 
The feedback so far has not been great, 
with the owners of the buildings quite 
happy to let the shops go empty and the 
mail pile up while they try and force 
their development applications through 
Council.  Ultimately, Council has no 
authority to compel these landlords to 
maintain their shopfronts, but we will 
continue to liaise with them and impress 
upon them the importance of this 
shopping strip to the community and the 
value this program will have to both their 
properties and our village.

It’s not all bad news however, keep 
your eyes peeled for other measures 
we’ve secured to improve the streetscape 
that are being introduced soon.

When out doorknocking and at 
community events, many of you have 
raised with me the $28m Council 

Councillors’ feedback...feedback...continued from page 7

Are your medicines  
working for you?

 

 

 

Support our business to keep the ARTARMON VILLAGE vibrant!
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infrastructure backlog. Whilst Council is 
taking pro-active steps to try and resolve 
these issues, the recent Federal budget 
will have a significant impact on these 
measures.  

Aside from $80 billion that has been 
ripped from education and hospitals over 
the next decade, Willoughby Council 
has to now come to grips with really 
significant cuts to local government - a 
reduction in federal government grants 
of $925m over the next four years.  This 
is plainly at odds with Tony Abbott’s 
claim that he wants to be known as the 
infrastructure prime minister as this is 
money that would’ve been spent on local 
roads, footpaths, drainage and other 
essential services.

In the coming months I will be 
launching a new campaign for fairer 
local government funding to improve 
our services and keep rates down.  If you 
would like to help please get in touch!

See you round Artarmon!
– nic.wright@willoughby.nsw.gov.au 

I was pleased to 
see the Minister 
for Transport 
announce the 
grant from the 
Easy Access 
Program for 

Artarmon Railway Station.
It has been  a long campaign. Thanks 

and appreciation need to be given to 
Luke Brasch, former Councillor on 
Willoughby City Council, Jim Watson 
and Nick Logan for being campaigners 
over a long period of time. 

The many letter writers and signers of 
my recent 2013 petition also need to be 
acknowledged.  This contribution also 
made a significant impact on achieving 
the recent announcement.

Council officers and Council 
resources are not equipped to close 
down illegal brothels, particularly 
in residential high rise areas when 
operating behind a DA.  

The current process within NSW 
requires Council officers to enforce 
the closure of illegal brothels using the 
State’s planning laws.

Currently, when a successful 
enforcement against illegal use occurs, 
the same business springs up in a 
‘phoenix’ operation nearby.  A total 
waste of scarce Council resources has 
occurred in such circumstances. 

A new means of enforcement needs   
to be found.

The commencement point for any 
reform is that it must encourage all 
brothels to be approved, and the cost 
to Councils in enforcing the closure 
of illegal brothels needs to be reduced 

substantially. 
The State Cabinet may be looking at 

this issue in the near future.  The State 
Government did promise reform in 
this area but we are still waiting for an 
announcement.

I have drafted a paper on reform, 
which looks at civil penalties, altering 
the burden of proof and making 
enforcement cases documentary cases 
in the first instance, commencing with a 
‘show cause notice’.  Any civil penalty 
has to be at least six figures and cover 
landlords and tenants to make such a 
scheme workable.

If anyone would like a copy of the 
paper please contact me via the Council 
email.

My objective is to get local residents 
interested in this reform issue to start 
writing to our two local state ministers.  
Anthony Roberts is the minister now 
responsible for any reform.

Artarmon Industrial area: I am 
interested in any ideas residents may 
have about improving the Artarmon 
industrial area both in amenity and use 
and commercial return.  Again, please 
contact me by email.

I am interested in any comments 
residents may have about this issue in a 
local context. Again, please contact me 
by email.
 –stuart.coppock@willoughby.nsw.gov.au 



12  Artarmon GAZETTE Edition 66 - June 2014

Parking: Demands, Demands, Demands… by Alethea Morison

Unless you were trapped at the bottom 
of a well during the Willoughby 
mayoral election, you would have 
heard parking mentioned. Parking 
promises peppered speeches and 
brochures and the “p” word was a hot 
topic at polling stations.

Artarmon residents voiced concerns 
at train commuters parking out local 
streets and at low parking provision 
in proposed development increasing 
the risk of vehicles spilling onto 
streets. Residents and businesses alike 
have opposed new proposals for paid 
parking.

A popular perception is that 
providing more free parking will help 
combat congestion, however research 
suggests otherwise, as Council 
expresses on its website: 

Parking within Willoughby can be 
difficult due to the high amount of 
traffic and number of visitors to the 
area. Council does not believe that 
the answer is to provide more and 
more parking as studies suggest that 
this only increases car traffic which 
in turn increases pollution, noise, and 
accidents.

Recently Council released its Draft 
Street Parking Strategy for public 
consultation on its “Have Your Say” 
website. Feedback is sought via online 
surveys and public meetings. 

Developing the Draft Strategy 
has involved a review of existing 
measures, to identify where and when 
they are most effective and, from 
these, build a new set of policies.  The 
strategy recognises parking as a finite 
resource, with employees, commuters, 
tradespeople, visitors, shoppers and 
residents all competing for limited 
spaces. 

Efficient use of parking is a central 
objective and surveys have been 
undertaken to assess whether available 
parking is used optimally – at a rate of 
between 45% and 85%. Over 85% calls 
for demand management measures or 
alternative supply; under 45% means 
parking can be re-directed to these 
locations. 

The draft strategy looks at ways of 
managing supply to influence where 
and how long people park, and their 
ability and willingness to shift to 
other forms of transport. Measures 
put forward include time restrictions, 
permit schemes, pay parking, 
increased supply in some locations, 
and improved access to public 
transport.

For Artarmon the proposals aim 
to address and balance the parking 
needs of residents, commuters, 
visitors and employees, through a 
system of parking permits and limited 
time parking for different visitor 
requirements. In this system, short-
term parking would be favoured in 
the village so potential customers to 
local businesses can find easy parking 

on arrival and to encourage a high 
turnover. The residential area still 
within easy walking distance of local 
shops and the train station would have 
a 4P restriction (exempt for permit 
holders) to assist restaurant and café 
patrons and encourage use of public 
transport. The outer business area 
between the village and Gore Hill 
Freeway would introduce 8P parking 
for local employees, again with 
exemptions for residents and their 
visitors. 

The experience in Willoughby 
and elsewhere has been that flexible 
parking policies addressing different 
types of demand have proven more 
sustainable than attempting simply 
to meet escalating demand for more 
parking. Smart parking technologies 
have also helped optimise use 
of available parking and reduce 
congestion and pollution from vehicles 
cruising for spaces. 

These innovations have shown 
there are ways to meet parking wants 
without more parking. On the other 
hand, cities that have attempted to 
supply unrestricted parking have 
found the approach inefficient and 
uneconomic. It raises the risk of 
investing money, resources and urban 
space for a single purpose only needed 
at peak times and effectively invites 
more congestion and pollution into 
centres and neighbourhoods.  
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Artarmon’s Village Green and Station Gardens 
by Mollie Shelley

The gardens opposite the Artarmon 
shopping strip have been important to 
our community since early last century 
when in 1926 the first Artarmon 
(Voluntary) Street Beautification 
Committee was formed. They achieved 
fame as the Artarmon Railway 
Gardens under Charles Wickham’s 
leadership after gaining financial 
support from local citizens who 
became members. By 1934 there were 
700 subscribers and over 400 trees and 
shrubs had been planted on 2 acres. 
There are no detailed records of these 
plantings but it’s possible that the 
avenue of twenty-three big conifers 
at the far southern end of the gardens 
date from this period. The Royal 
Botanic Gardens were still supplying 
plants cheaply. Hedge plants like 
privet were 15 shillings per hundred! 
Wickham, to whom the suburb owed 
so much, died in 1935. 

The Second World War reduced 
available manpower and diminished 
funds, so that in 1941 the Willoughby 
Council took over management of 
the gardens. It’s only in recent years 
that records of its plantings have been 
kept. In 1951 the Artarmon Progress 
Association (APA) organized a 
celebration of our nation’s Jubilee, 50 
years of Nationhood, inviting local 
organizations to plant a tree. There 
is no record of what and where they 
were planted but, about half-way down 
between the two underpasses beside 
the footpath, there is a collection of 29 

different species of conifers all, 
apparently, planted at the same 
time. Between the two rows 
of trees the ground is covered 
by a deep layer of fallen pine 
needles. Are these the trees 
that were planted in 1951 to 
celebrate our first 50 years?

The next formal public 
planting in the Artarmon 
shopping area was in 1968 when 
three flowering cherry trees were 
planted on the Village Green 
north of the main underpass 
to celebrate our pioneers. Two 
of these remain, although one 
appears to be struggling. 

Wilkes Plaza, since its 
refurbishment, is now 
increasingly used by local 
residents and groups for both 
public and private meetings. 
It is a relatively new asset 
provided by the Council for 
our community. The Pepper 
Trees in raised brick planters at each 
end are thriving. The Crepe Myrtles 
down the centre have grown tall and 
are spreading so that their foliage is 
reaching the roof gutters. Like all 
deciduous trees, autumn leaf fall 
creates its own problems but that’s the 
price one pays for sun in winter, shade 
in summer and a burst of flowers in 
late summer.

The latest plantings by Willoughby 
Council on our ARTARMON 
VILLAGE Green are four strong 

young  Jacaranda trees placed at 
intervals along the northern section of 
lawn. There are many more of them 
planted around  our suburb’s streets. 
It would seem that those on the Green 
are a response to nearby shopkeepers’ 
requests for more protection from the 
Railway line now that the Coral Trees 
have had to be taken down by City 
Rail. As the trees grow they will also 
provide more shade for people who 
use the park seats that Council has 
provided along the Green on that side 
of Hampden Road.  

Artarmon Medical Centre
134 HAMPDEN ROAD ARTARMON 2064

Dr Douglas Hor  •  Dr Evelyn Ong
Dr Sophie Scamps  •  Dr Linda Calabresi

Dr Anca Slimovoschi

2014 FLU VACCINE
now available

(free for over 65’s
 and those with 

chronic medical disorders)

Phone 9411 5858 • 9419 8448
Support our business to keep the ARTARMON VILLAGE vibrant!
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Opening Tuesday 1 July
Highest quality fresh fruit and vegetables

including a full range of herbs 
and locally-grown exotic  produce

You will be pleasantly surprised by our prices

EVERGREEN 
FRUIT MARKETS

(formerly Saracenos)

Support our business to keep the ARTARMON VILLAGE vibrant!

106 Hampden Road, Artarmon

An End to Trolley Chaos at Northbridge Plaza?
by Barry Thompson 
This article is particularly relevant to 
the many Artarmon residents who shop 
at Northbridge Plaza, but the topic has 
financial relevance to all of us and may 
offer a future accommodation option 
for some. 

Upgrade options for the car park at 
Northbridge Plaza are on Council’s 
agenda again. Mayor Giles-Gidney 
made the topic an election pledge 
and Renee Goossens of Council’s 
Access Committee recently outlined 
the difficulties faced with the current 
arrangements for those with mobility 
issues.

Issues around the car park have been 
contentious for many years. The most 
recent attempt to sort them out was 
abandoned in late 2008 after many 
months of negotiation among Council, 
community and Plaza management 
representatives. The starting point for 
new consultations is a comparison of 
three options: 
1.  Minimum work by Council to 

replace the surface and meet current 
Australian standards – $1.3m charge 

to ratepayers, and loss of 35 parking 
spaces;

2.  A split level design to meet 
standards plus mitigate slope 
problems – $3-4m charge to 
ratepayers, with loss of 20 parking 
spaces;

3.  Development of car park to provide 
full modernisation, renovation 
and small expansion of Plaza, 
addition of community open space 
and Seniors’ Living – cost neutral 
to Council, with the prospect of 
future earnings for Council to meet 
ongoing maintenance costs.

The third option requires the 
development of 180-200 apartments 
along Eastern Valley Way to achieve 
‘breakeven’ on the cost of providing 
the new car park. Expansion of the 
Plaza retail space is limited to an 
additional 10% of existing retail space 
and proposes removal of the existing 
internal ramp system. 

An initial round of community 
consultation is underway on these 
three options. Around 40 people, 

myself included, attended a Saturday 
afternoon meeting in mid-May and 
seemed to favour a development 
scheme over one that required 
expenditures from Council’s general 
revenue. Concern was expressed about 
the impact of new accommodation to 
Northbridge. The contrary view was 
that Seniors’ Living would allow local 
older residents to stay in the area when 
their time came to downsize. Options 
were shown for how the apartments 
might be arranged, either in blocks 
of various heights or evenly. Even 
distribution would require 5-7 storeys 
facing Eastern Valley Way.

As the Gazette often says: watch this 
space for updates. You can also express 
a view through Council’s website (via 
Have your Say), by email to the Mayor 
or General Manager of Northbridge 
Plaza, or to your local councillor. The 
outcome will affect all of our hip-
pockets and, for those of us who shop 
at the Plaza, our future shopping and 
community experience.  
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Parking Under Cover  by Barry Thompson

Having lived on Robert St for a couple 
of years (and owned our property for 
almost 25), I’ve noticed a new twist 
to the parking situation recently. The 
established pattern is that each week 
day the street fills with commuters 
– early starters only, with all spaces   
gone by 7.30am. In the afternoon 
spaces appear by 5pm and many of 
these are taken up by other commuters 
heading to town for the evening. They 
come back late in the evening, often 
quite noisily. 

Similar commuter behaviour occurs 
on weekends, though the available 
space is less likely to fill completely. 
On weekends, some spaces are filled 
by delivery trucks or contractor 
vehicles (Hilux or similar plus trailer).

At all times, some spaces are taken 
by locals or interstate visitors to locals. 
Recently a new trend seems to be 
emerging – the presence of covered 
cars. I can understand a proud owner 
wanting to cover his car to protect 
it from leaf fall and other air-borne 
deposits, but would those proud 
owners leave their vehicle unmoved for 
weeks on end? 

My theory is that some savvy budget 
travellers have discovered a cheaper 
alternative to the long-term car park at 
Sydney airport. One of the vehicles in 
the accompanying photos was parked 
on Thursday May 8 and travel cases 
were transferred from it before it was 

‘wrapped up’. It is still there as the 
Gazette goes to print (June 9)..

The second photo shows an 
enterprising parker. Their covered 
Mercedes is parked in the relinquished 
car-share space at the top of Francis 
Rd. This space is now unrestricted 

in an area of time restricted spaces. 
Perhaps, at this point, I should state 
that I am in favour of allocating space 
for car-share vehicles in our area and 
am disappointed that a rival to the 
dominant brand could not establish a 
beachhead.

It seems to me that commuters 
take advantage of Artarmon’s ready 
availability of on-street parking. 
Whether those ‘commuters’ come 
from 400m away, from the maritime 
areas of Willoughby, or from further 
afield, is a moot point. They are using 
a scarce, publicly-owned resource and, 
to my mind, the user-pays principle 
should be applied. 

So, I’m in favour of the proposal 
by Willoughby Council to price 
parking throughout the city, provided 
they make suitable allowances for 
visitor and tradesman parking for 
local residents (where such parking 
is not allowed for within multi-unit 
residences, such as those in west 
Artarmon). 

Council’s plans are in the 
community consultation phase at 
present....send them your input and 
copy it to the Gazette. I’ll be putting 
in a comment that calls for a limit of 
72 hours on any vehicle being parked 
on any street (and don’t get me started 
about boats!).   

Covered cars in Robert Street/BThompson

Covered car in Francis Road/BThompson



SALES SUMMARY FOR AUTUMN 2014

   Quantity Lowest 
Sale 

Highest 
Sale 

Median 
Value 

Average 
Value 

HOUSE 2 Bed 2 $1,020,000 $1,210,000 $1,115,000 $1,115,000 
3 Bed 3 $1,450,000 $1,665,000 $1,558,000 $1,557,666 
4 Bed 2 $1,860,000 $1,875,000 $1,867,500 $1,867,500 

UNIT 1 Bed 8 $345,000 $621,000 $515,000 $500,125 
2 Bed 11 $618,000 $860,000 $769,000 $737,181 
3 Bed 5 $781,000 $1,050,000 $912,500 $914,000 

 

MARKET WRAP UP SALES RESULTS FOR AUTUMN 2014

SnapShot
ARTARMON 2064

Beyond the expected
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keep the ARTARMON VIL-
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