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Hampden Rd DA off drawing board
by Eva Wiland, Gazette editor
A MORE appropriate development at
98-102 Hampden Rd may eventuate
after a DA for a seven-storey 38-unit
building with retail and small barrestaurant was withdrawn. Artarmon
Progress Association (APA) and
Artarmon residents had submitted
strong objections against it.
The DA alarmed the APA because it
failed to conform to local environment
planning regulations on several fronts.
But on August 6, it was withdrawn
before it came to a vote at a full council
meeting, where Clr Tony Mustaca
would have had to declare an interest.
WCC environment services director
Greg Woodhams told councillors, who
had received representations from
APA and residents, the applicant had
indicated a wish to discuss “a possible
amended scheme”, which would have
to be the subject of a fresh DA.

DA for 98-102 Hampden Rd … threat to heritage/Photo montage: Gelder Architects

APA president Dale McKay, who
submitted an objection on behalf of
the APA, had urged local residents
to do the same, stating the proposed
development was incompatible with
the character and atmosphere of
the Artarmon shopping strip; had
excessive bulk; had grossly excessive

People-power persuades power-people
Thanks to a strong campaign by
Artarmon bushcarers, Artarmon
Progress Association (APA),
Council, residents and local State
MP Gladys Berejiklian, Ausgrid will
NOT “trench” through significant
remnant bushland in Artarmon
Reserve to lay power cables. The
planned route would have cut a
2m wide trench, within a 6m wide
workspace, across 280m through
bush, bike path and oval, between
Chelmsford Ave and the tunnel under
Gore Hill Freeway.
Ausgrid has advised its proposal
is now to continue the cable route
to the end of Chelmsford Ave and

height; the proposed external
materials, appearance and treatment
of the Hampden Rd façade were in
sharp conflict with the conservation
area of which they were part; did
not provide adequate parking; and
created a precedent of aggressive overdevelopment for the Artarmon centre.
To page 5

by Anthea Morison, sustainability writer

enter the Reserve where there is
planted vegetation, as was done with a
previous cable project in 2007.
WCC, APA and local bush carers
and residents had strongly urged– via
petition, emails, letters, submissions,
meetings with Ausgrid and
representations to Berejiklian – the
project route or method as originally
planned needed to change to prevent
destruction of the bush.
APA and Council also told Ausgrid
the Artarmon community had lost
bush to several infrastructure projects
over many years and placed a high
value on protecting the bushland that
remained.

To page 15
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Public Information Meeting and APA AGM:

Wednesday, September 11, 7pm, Artarmon Bowling Club, 1 Burra Rd.
Speaker: WCC GM Nick Tobin on council amalgamation and rate pegging
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Editorial
WE RECEIVED a strong response to our May Gazette
(see below) – which is always encouraging, whether it is
praise or criticism.
As editor, my aim is to keep the Artarmon community
informed – without fear of favour – about threats as well as positive events.
An increase in crime is a serious issue that should be dealt with – not swept
under the carpet or ignored. Exposing the increase in crime has prompted Council
to tackle the problem (see Page 9). Hopefully, before long, the Gazette will have
a “good news story” about reduced crime in Artarmon. In every Gazette edition,
we have “good news stories” and we encourage community input about activities
and initiatives which we are more than happy to publish.
I regret some felt the May Gazette put our newest eatery Salvage Specialty
Coffee in a bad light – that was far from the intention. Hopefully, members of
our community do more than just read the Gazette headlines and look at the
pictures. Reading the story, it is obvious Salvage is appropriately named – its
three owners Dan Yee, Matt Goto and Toby Cutler have salvaged an unsafe food
outlet and turned it into a safe, vibrant, quality eating place where the Artarmon
community can get together and socialise. And yes, we need more eateries and
traders to brighten up Artarmon’s shopping precinct. The good news is, as of July,
all Artarmon eateries continue to be safe.
Last but not least, we apologise to Hampden Gourmet for stating incorrectly
it was vacating its premises in Hampden Rd. That was based on incorrect
and unconfirmed information. Hampden Gourmet is still very much with us,
fortunately. We do not need any more empty premises.
– Eva Wiland, Editor@artarmonprogress.org.au

Letters to the editor
I am quite sure that you were encouraged by good investigative journalism
when producing this edition. But the theme that jumps off the front page and
others is that Artarmon is a bad place that ought to be avoided.
Hardly the ‘support for the community spirit’. Just check out the alarming
headlines and worrying phrases: “crime explodes in Artarmon”; “Hampden
was the most violent”; “jump in crime”; “nine assaults”; “dilapidated state of
Hampden Road”; “the school suffered three crimes”; “Artarmon eateries on the
shame list” Am I wrong? Do you invite such review from readers? – Pat Cordon
Upon reading the May Gazette (which was extremely informative this edition),
I found it no surprise to see the main street is dying when we read the crime
stats have exploded, eight of the eateries were not up to NSW food and safety
standards and the shops and owners we love are closed or closing. Personally, I
don’t go there anymore because I can never get a car park. I support an Artarmon
Main Street program – we can do so much better.
– Haley McFadden
I was surprised to see your article entitled Artarmon eateries on shame list.
I don’t believe this is an appropriate story for a community newsletter and was
disappointed to see you naming ‘Bakers Delight’ among others who have always
supported our community. I also question if the photo was suitable, for those
that didn’t read the article you would think Salvage Specialty Coffee was being
named. Although I am quite happy to hear about crime figures, does it need to be
sensationalised like that. We don’t want people panicking. It was good to see the
update on Channel 9, Molly’s article on trees and the piece on the chair in the tree.
– Kerrie Taylor
I am writing to say how disappointed I was in the sensationalist tone of your
May Gazette. “Crime explodes in Artarmon” and “Artarmon eateries on shame
list”. Artarmon has so many positive things to offer and feel the tone of our
Gazette has become so negative and sensationalist.
Our community is so much better than what our APA Gazette projects. Sure we
need to know about crime, Channel 9.... but spare us the sensationalist headlines.
Let’s balance the Gazette with the good and bad.
I have lived in Artarmon very happily for 13 years. Time to see you project our
suburb in a balanced way.
– Gwyn Denton

A note from the president
by Dale McKay
DEVELOPMENT,
development,
development
– that is what
has preoccupied
us since the
Gazette last
came out. As
the community
grows, we must expect development
but it needs to be appropriate
development, appropriately placed.
We have continued to lobby for
a more appropriate development at
the Channel 9 site. More than 300
submissions were lodged with the
NSW Department of Planning. That
culminated the combined efforts of
the Artarmon, Willoughby South and
Naremburn progress associations.
After a public meeting attended by
our local member Gladys Berejiklian
and the subsequent formation of
Willoughby Area Action Group
(WAAG), WAAG went on to organise
the hugely successful demonstration
at Channel 9 where a huge number of
community members came together
with a single purpose. WAAG
continues to lobby for a better outcome
for all. You may have noticed the
signage along many roads in Artarmon
and the banner over the walkway on

Willoughby Rd at Naremburn. Well
done WAAG, keep up the good work.
Then came Ausgrid, which wanted
to run underground power cables
through unique parts of Artarmon
Reserve and the oval. Thanks to the
active role of our bushcare group,
powerful arguments for an alternative
option from APA committee member
Peter Egan, supported by former
president Keith Anderson, plus strong
representation from Naremburn
Ward Clr Michelle Sloane, Council
Officers and our local state MP Gladys
Berejiklian, Ausgrid has reviewed its
decision and our bush is now safe. We
are so lucky to have all these groups
with a common goal to ensure our
suburb remains a great place to live.
It is important we appreciate the
real value of our open spaces and the
need for it to be protected while our
suburb and surrounding areas continue
to be developed to support a bigger
population.
Our latest concern is the
development at Artarmon shops (see
Page 1). Development along the strip
is important to enable the Artarmon
village to grow and continue to support
our suburb. But we all need to take an
active interest in how that is achieved.
Indiscriminate development without

an overall plan of how it can work to
make our strip vibrant is a waste. I
call on all landowners and businesses
on Hampden Rd to start thinking
collectively for the long-term success
of Artarmon Village.
Development concerns aside, we had
a very successful heritage display (see
Page 7) in the library in May. Many
thanks to Adrian, Katy and the others
involved in the Artarmon history
project. Former Artarmon pharmacist
James Watson gave a great talk and
showed off some of the tools of the
pharmacy trade over the last 100 years.
Finally, I would like to draw
attention to our next public information
meeting and annual general meeting
on Wednesday September 11, at 7pm
at the Artarmon Bowling club. Supper
and drinks will be available. We
will be running a short open session
where anyone can have their say on
anything pertinent to the area. That
will be followed by WCC GM Nick
Tobin, who will speak on council
amalgamations and rate pegging,
topics that should be of interest to us
all. So come along and be heard, be
informed and be involved.
* If you would like to
contact me, email me on:
pres@artarmonprogess.org.

Quiz No 29:
Artarmon’s heritage
PROPERTY HISTORICAL
OWNERSHIP TRACE
Our Artarmon History Project Team
offer a Property Historical Ownership
Research Service for properties
in the Artarmon Residential and
Industrial Precincts for a Fee plus
out of pocket expenses.
For a quote, please phone Adrian
on 0401 644 052 or email at
history@artarmonprogress.org.au

ARTARMON
HISTORY PROJECT

Volunteers Required
• Creative Writers
• Family History Researchers
• Interviewers for capturing
of Oral Histories
If you can assist us, please phone Adrian on
0410 644 052
or Katie on 9419 3936 or by email at
history@artarmonprogress.org.au
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Questions
1. When did the pharmacy in
Hampden Rd first open?
2. Who was the longest serving
pharmacist in Artarmon?
3. Who was the first butcher at
102 Hampden Rd?
4. What was the butcher
shop’s telephone number in
1911?
Answers: p 14

3

Watch this space by Eva Wiland, Gazette editor
• Action for Artarmon shopping
strip revival:
The state of Artarmon’s shopping strip
(see Page 1, May Gazette) has come to
the notice of WCC. Clrs Michelle Sloane
and Stuart Coppock had an on-site
meeting with WCC infrastructure services
director Steven Head who undertook
to complete some minor repairs and
streetscape maintenance. But they found
the strip’s problem was more complex.
“We agreed the state of the public domain
and substantial improvements to it are not
the means to address the issues here,” Clr
Sloane said. As part of possible short-term
measures, Council will consider a safety
audit involving local businesses and the
community, engaging with other service
providers and Local Area Command
(LAC) to address safety and security
issues. Another short term option is a
workshop with local businesses on how to
engage with the local community, looking
at inexpensive means like shopfront
makeovers and how to improve marketing.
They are also considering a Mainstreet or
Place Management approach and how that
might be resourced. The long-term issues
for council consideration are: Artarmon’s

lack of a strong, viable Chamber of
Commerce; lack of property owners’
engagement in the precinct; the run down
and lacklustre nature of many shop fronts
(not all, but many); lack of suitable mix
of business to keep the area as a viable
centre; community concerns regarding the
DA for 98-102 Hampden Rd (see Page 1);
and security issues, particularly after dark
• Rail noise:
Following representation on behalf of
APA president Dale McKay (see May
Gazette, Page 2), local NSW Government
representative Gladys Berejiklian has
secured NSW Railcorp CEO Ron
Mason’s undertaking the piece of
offending rail will be replaced by the
end of this month.
• NSW Planning reform:
The deadline for a response to the
planning reform white paper is over
but the campaign against it still goes on
(see Page 11). Better Planning Network
(BPN), of which APA is a member, is
campaigning hard to ensure the reform,
in its present form, never sees the light
of day. It got its view across in a dialogue
last month with key stakeholders. BPN
reported the session, attended by

planning minister Brad Hazzard and
planning DG Sam Haddad, ran from
10am until 3pm. BPN said it was now
“firmly at the table” but urged everyone
to keep the pressure on. It is seeking
volunteers to take an electoral survey
to the streets. If you want to get involved,
email: bpnsurvey@gmail.com

Are your medicines
working for you?
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Four brand new classrooms for APS
ARTARMON Public School (APS)
will be one of the beneficiaries of the
NSW government’s $70m Northern
Sydney Schools Plan aimed to resolve
enrolment and overcrowding issues at
north shore schools.
APS has been feeling the enrolment
pinch for some years. In 2012, a new,
two storey, four-classroom building
was installed at the school at a cost
of almost $1.2m to accommodate the
increased enrolments.
That was in addition to three new
classrooms and a library constructed in
2011, under the Federal government’s
economic stimulus package, the
Building Education Revolution. There
are now more than 900 children
enrolled at the school and the demand
for places likely to increase.
An education department
spokesperson told the Gazette: “The
department is expecting enrolment
growth in the northern Sydney area,
including Artarmon, to continue.”
APS principal Louise Green said:
“The new lightweight building is a
perfect solution for some of the space
issues being faced by our school.
(It) will ensure that we have enough
classroom space for the beginning of
2014 and we will not have to wait for
extra classrooms.”
The prefabricated two-storey, fourclassroom building was first used by
the Vic Department of Education. It

Hampden Rd development
APA executive committee member
and architect Plamen Bassarov,
who has examined the development
proposal closely and has expert
knowledge of the WLEP, prepared a
detailed review of the DA for APA’s
submission. He said DA-2013/248
went “against almost every planning
instrument for the Artarmon Village
main shopping strip”.
The present building has three retail
outlets in prime locations – 98, which
has been empty since early this year;
100, which has been empty for more
than two years; and Artarmon Family
Butcher, at 102.
The DA, submitted by Dogild
Pty Ltd with drawings by Gelder
Architects for Mustaca, who is newly

has big advantages over traditional
bricks and mortar construction.
Because it is prefabricated it is fast
and easy to install and saves space in
playgrounds that are already heavily
compromised by building expansion.
According to the NSW Department
of Education, the prefabricated
classrooms “are less disruptive to
the school during construction than
a brick building due to the shorter
construction time on site” and they
also “deliver value for money”.
Installation work will begin in
the September school holidays and
continue through term four. The new
classrooms are to be completed over
the Christmas holiday break.
The controversial Abbott Lane
space, which was gazetted by the
education department in 2012,
will not be the site for the new
classrooms. Instead the new building
will replace three aging single storey
demountable classrooms on the Abbott
Rd campus.
The new building will accommodate
120 students. It will be air-conditioned
and each classroom will feature an
interactive whiteboard.
It will be the second two-storey
building of its type to be installed
at APS on the Abbott Rd campus.
Students and teachers have spent
this year experiencing the classroom
environment in the building that was

by Jane Rowely

Prefabricated two-storey, four-classroom building
… ready for 2014/photo: APS

old APS demountable … going/photo: APS

installed for the beginning of the
2013 school year. Louise Green said
reactions had been favourable. “Staff
using the building have commented on
the wonderful teaching space that it
provides for students,” she said.
Louise admits steadily increasing
enrolment numbers do put a strain on
school resources but she said there was
a silver lining: “On a positive note, one
of the reasons we do have increasing
numbers is the successful reputation of
the school and that is something we are
very proud of.”

from page 1

re-elected on the Council, proposes
to keep the two-storey heritage
façade only but demolish the rest of
the buildings and combine the three
retail sites to one big 567sq m retail
space on the ground floor – effectively
destroying a site that has had a butcher
shop continuously for more than 100
years (see Page 6) and depriving
Artarmon residents of its only butcher.
On the second floor, accessed by a
lift from street level, a small bar and
restaurant is proposed, that includes
a 122sq m tiled courtyard that has no
street outlook behind a 2m-2.5m high
façade, is next to the lift shaft and
overshadowed by the residential units.
The proposal for the residential
building comprises five floors with 33
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hotel-room like studios and five onebedroom units, including 19 adaptable
for “affordable housing”.
The heritage assessment from
NBRS+partners, which recommends
the development, states the final
design was made after “consultation
with Council staff and a heritage
consultant”. The report describes the
Hampden Rd shopping strip as “a
group of derelict buildings in need of
rejuvenation” and says: “Given (their)
current state … and the planning
strategies for increasing density at
transport nodes there is no viable
option for adaptive re-use of the
existing buildings in their current
form.”
5

Tom, dispensing for 35 years at 96 Hampden Rd
by Adrian Alexander
THE Artarmon Pharmacy was
established on February 26, 1914
by George Musson when Artarmon
was in its early subdivision stage
for residential use. In 1921, Thomas
(Tom) Hunter Johnston bought the
business and remained in Artarmon
until 1956, when he sold the
pharmacy to Des Dale.
Tom Johnston was a Scotsman,
born at Barrhead in 1880. In 1901,
he worked as a druggist shopman
in Glasgow and boarded with his
future parents-in-law. By 1911, he
had married Jane and they had two
children, Jane and Andrew.
The Johnstons and Jane’s parents
arrived in Brisbane in 1911 aboard
the SS Moravian. Tom was registered
in Qld as a Pharmaceutical Chemist
and moved to Allora, south of
Toowoomba where another son,
William, was born.
By 1917, he was registered with the
NSW Chemist and Druggists Board
and worked as a chemist in Lyons
Rd, Drummoyne, before he bought
the Artarmon pharmacy. He provided
35 years of continuous service to the
Artarmon community.
The Johnston family lived at 18
Broughton Rd between 1921 and
1938. Tom’s wife Jane died in 1933.
His two sons were in WWII and
returned safely. Tom remarried in
1940 to Marie Bowden and they

lived at 2A Broughton Rd.
Tom was 61 and Marie
was 42 when their daughter
Reinette was borne.
Reinette considers herself
very blessed to be here at
all. She also has been a
pharmacist, a violin teacher
(now retired) and in her 60s
achieved an honours degree
in theology at Murdoch
University, Perth. She
married Alan Black in 1965 Tom Johnston with wife Marie … serving Artarmon 1921-56
/photo: courtesy of Johnson family
and they lived in Artarmon
for several years. Alan just
making him unable to speak. One
achieved 50 years of service as a
evening, Marie could see he was
minister in the Presbyterian and the
desperately trying to tell her
Uniting Churches.
something, so she read the 23rd
Tom Johnston was very religious
Psalm and his other favourite
and also musical. He never learned
Bible sections, but he was obviously
to read music but played by ear.
still very anxious. Suddenly, she
He used the “sol-fa system”, in
remembered his grandmother’s
which syllables represent the tones
story, and said: “I know what you
of the diatonic scale. His hymn
want to tell me! You are going home!
book showed how he used sol-fa
You want to thank me for all that I
notations to accompany the hymns
have done and say goodbye to the
he sang at church.
family.” She told Tom that the family
Marie Johnston recalled Tom
was close – Reinette was asleep;
telling her about his grandmother
Jean and Fred were down from
dying. While resting on the lounge,
Terrigal and asleep in the spare
she called all the family in the house
room; and Bill and Ruth were close
to her side, said she was going home,
at hand. Tom’s eyes and whole face
then thanked them all for their care
lit up “as though the light of the
and said goodbye to each one and
glory of God was reflected in his
then passed on.
face” and he passed on peacefully,
In 1958, Tom died at Waverton
just as his grandmother had done
aged 77. He had cancer, which
many years before.
eventually spread to his brain,

Artarmon Medical Centre
134 HAMPDEN ROAD ARTARMON 2064

Dr Douglas Hor • Dr Evelyn Ong
Dr Dennis Lewis Enright • Dr Linda Calabresi
Dr Anca Slimovoschi
• women’s health
• men’s health
• heart checks
• immunisation
• allergy treatment
• paediatrics

2013 Flu vaccine is now available, free for over 65s and patients with
chronic medical conditions. Please ring to make an appointment.

Phone 9411 5858 • 9419 8448
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Heritage Festival 2013 – a great success
THE Artarmon Progress Association
(APA) heritage and history project
team’s exhibition for the Heritage
Festival 2013 at the Artarmon
Community Library throughout May
was a great success.
Library staff reported increased foot
traffic throughout May, many spending
considerable time reading the stories
presented in the exhibition to the
continuing theme of Amazing Stories –
Artarmon’s Heritage.
At the official launch on May 2,
attended by more than 50 people,
APA heritage and history project
co-ordinator Adrian Alexander
welcomed guests and explained the
exhibition’s Celebrating Artarmon’s
Development 1913-2013 focus.
By the end of 1912, about 250
residential lots had been sold on each
side of the railway line and 15 of the
21 lots in Hampden Rd, which now
form the Artarmon Village, had been
developed.
The exhibition included a map
prepared by the history project team
showing the timeline of the first
allotment sales from 1870’s through
to the early 1950’s. A copy of the map
has been donated by the APA to the
Artarmon Community Library.
There are many businesses in the
Artarmon Village which have traded
for more than 20 years – some with
multiple owners. The exhibition
acknowledged the contribution of those
ArtarmonVision.pdf
1
31/07/13
businesses to village life in Artarmon

by Adrian Alexander

over the years.
This year, Gillespie’s Hire
and Sales Service at 11-13
Elizabeth St celebrates its
50th year of trading. The
company is now being run
by the family’s second
generation.
In 1911, Henry Spinks
opened a butcher shop at 102
Hampden Rd. The Artarmon
Family Butcher trades
James Watson (L), Nick Logan (R) … presenting Nostrums
today from the same site,
notebook to Reinette Black (Johnston)/photo: APA
continuing a long tradition
of providing quality meat to
Johnston (1921 -1956), were present at
Artarmon residents. The exhibition
the official launch.
recorded the ownership history since
James and Olwen Watson (19641911, which included the experiences
2003) and Nick Logan (2003-present)
of Doug and Shirley Doughty (1985
recounted their experiences at the
– 2004) and Steve and Waty Koch
pharmacy over the years, including
(2008 – today), who attended the
an explanation how some of the
official launch, and Doug and Barbara
equipment on display was used.
Smith (2004 -2008). Interestingly, the
The APA was instrumental in
last three digits of the butcher shop
locating Reinette Black and James
telephone number has been a constant
Watson arranged for her to meet the
since 1911. In 1911, the number was
history project team. We thank her
Chatswood 746, it is now 9412 1746.
for sharing her family stories and
On February 26, 1914, George
photographs of the family’s life in
Musson opened the pharmacy on the
Artarmon.
corner of Hampden and Broughton
With the exception of Des Dale
Rds. The site has only had five
(1956 – 1964), the APA has been able
pharmacy owners since that opening.
to obtain some great information on
The original pharmacy receipt book
the lives of each of the owners of the
was on display at the Chatswood
pharmacy.
Library during June-July as part of an
As the Pharmacy is now in its
100th year of trading, we look
APA display featuring the pharmacy.
forward to celebrating its centenary in
Two of the five owners and Reinette
L&Saug13v1.2 copy.pdf
1
31/07/13
12:28 PM
6:16 PM
February 2014.
Black, daughter of Thomas Hunter

Optometrist
Your child has your eyes, don’t trust them
to just anyone!
Have you had your child’s eyes tested?
We provide fully comprehensive eye examinations
and follow up care for all ages.

Refreshed brand,
same expert team.
You might have noticed Laing+Simmons Artarmon has a new and improved look.
While our new branding reflects the sophistication of our service offering, the fundamentals
our clients rely on remain unchanged: to provide intelligent advice, practical guidance and smooth
processes, free of drama. The highest quality service designed to deliver premium results, from the
same team of market leading professionals which has underpinned our long term success.
That’s the Laing+Simmons Artarmon difference.
Artarmon.
9411 7788 | lsartarmon.com.au

Call Stuart on 9412 3757
or pop into 122 Hampden Rd Artarmon
to make an appointment.

........................................................................................................

l Artarmon

www.artarmonvision.com.au

Artarmon GAZETTE Edition 63 - August 2013		

7

Residents stand together against TCN
by Eva Wiland, Gazette editor
WILLOUGHBY area residents –
young and old – came out in force on
May 18 to protest outside the TCN
studios in Artarmon Rd against Nine
Network’s high density plans for the
site and its indifference to community
concerns expressed at six community
sessions.
Nine days earlier at Naremburn
Community Hall residents at a
community meeting decided to
organise the rally outside the TCN
studios. Peter Wilton, Meshlin Khouri,
Matt Gilligan and Brendan Bond
undertook to organise it with Rebecca
Cuschieri, Kathy Abhoud and Margot
McKay assisting and the Willoughby
Area Action Group (WAAG) was
formed.
By noon on May 18, a sizeable crowd
had turned up to join the protest and by
the end of the rally organisers counted
close to 2,000.
The rally theme was: “Channel 9 –
still the one not listening” and APA
president Dale McKay started the
protest with the catch cry: “too big, too
high, you’re not listening Channel 9”
that resounded throughout the rally.
Willoughby North Progress
Association activist Bob Taffel
declared the rally a “great success”.
He described the building up of
excitement and purpose: “From 10am
the southern end of Edward St became
a hive of activity, setting up BBQs, a
poster making table, the PA system,

photo: CKelley

powered up by the kind permission of
the occupants of 1A Edward St, setting
the speech making trailer in place on
the corner of Edward St and Artarmon
Rd and briefing and equipping the
marshals with signs and visi-vests.
“The police came by and said they
would maintain a low key presence,
just in case of a problem with an irate
motorist not being able to travel along
Edward St during the rally. This did
not happen but it was reassuring to
know of their presence and greatly
appreciated by all at the rally.
“By 11.45 there was already an
appreciable crowd, no doubt drawn
by the aroma of Brendan’s skills at
the hotplate! By noon the crowd had
swelled and by around 12.15 when
Peter got the ball rolling with a rousing
introduction as the rally MC, the crowd
was estimated at over 1,500.”
The sausage sizzle and donations to
WAAG collected on the day for the
campaign against Nine’s proposed
development raised close to $1,700.

✔ Currently commercial property can provide
8.00% p.a. income to investors
✔ Capital Property Funds provide fixed term
investments in commercial property
To register your interest in our next fund phone 9251 5198
email: jchristie@capitalpropertyfunds.com.au
or visit our web site: www.capitalpropertyfunds.com.au
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First Vesak celebrations in Artarmon
by Eva Wiland, Gazette editor
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Roasting locally in
Artarmon since 1999

Bring this for 20% off

THE KYEGU Buddhist Institute
(KBI), the Tibetan meditation centre
in Lambs Rd, Artarmon, had the first
Vesak celebrations at its new premises
(see May Gazette, Page 15) on May 25.
Vesak, informally called Buddha’s
birthday, celebrates the birth and death
of Buddha. On Vesak day, devout
Buddhists and followers alike assemble
to hoist the Buddhist flag and sing
hymns in praise of Buddha, Dharma
(his teachings) and Sangha (his
disciples). On the day, devotees
are expected to refrain from killing
of any kind and encouraged to eat
vegetarian food.
At KBI in Artarmon, which opened
in February, the Vesak activities
started before dawn at 5:30am with the
ceremony of taking the Eight Precepts,

18-20 Cleg St, Artarmon
99668488
www.karmee.com

Stretch,
Strengthen
and Re lax
photo: Muzink

photo: KBI

followed by the taking and renewal of
the Bodhisattva Vow, culminating with
a community vegetarian breakfast.
Devotees and followers of different
backgrounds brought simple offerings
of flowers, candles and joss-sticks to
offer KBI’s founder and teacher Aenpo
Kyabgon Rinpoche and its monks, and
vegetarian dishes for breakfast to share
with the community.
KBI in Artarmon is in affiliation
with the Kyegu monasteries and
nunnery in Tibet and India and
devotees and followers gather regularly
at the centre.
It has been operating in the north
shore since 2007, the previous centre
being based in East Killara. Including
Aenpo Kyabgon, the Artarmon
premises has five monks from the
Kyegu monasteries living around
Sydney.
For more information, visit
www.kbisydney.org.

Hatha classes
with a green, leafy outlook
at Artarmon Bowling Club

UNDER NEW
MANAGEMENT!

Small classes emphasising
safe progress
and individual attention

Now at
118 Hampden Rd

Highly qualified, experienced teachers
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Thursday
Thursday
Friday
Friday

7:00 - 8:00am
9:00 - 10:30am
7:30 - 9:00pm
7.30
9.00 - 8:30am
10:30am
9.00
9:15-- 10:30am
10:45am
9.15 - 10:45am

-

9411 5225

Sue
Sue
Sue
Sue
Sue
Gill
Gill

Open
Mon-Fri:
7.30 to 6.30
Sat: 8.00 to 2.00

Enquiries welcome
Enquiries welcome
Sue Livingston - 0423 697 363
yogaroad@optusnet.com.au
Gill Kamsler - 0438 177 480
gill@kamsler.com.au

Under New Management!
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Artarmon@council
the property was “in the vicinity of
premises regularly frequented by
children for any reason”. Artarmon
resident and former APA president
Robert Newman, who was present
at the council meeting, reported
council discussed a review of its
brothel rules for all of Willoughby,
particularly the Artarmon Industrial
Area, to prevent it becoming a red
light district.

The council has rejected the
6 Cleg St brothel’s second
application (DA-2013/93) against
council planning manager’s
recommendation.
•

According to a WCC report
submitted at the last month’s council
meeting, the brothel, mentioned
in a Four Corners program 18
months ago for using Asian sex
slaves (May Gazette, Page 9;
February Gazette, Page 10), has
been operating without council
consent since 2004, when it failed to
renew a 12-month trial consent from
council. Three neighbours objected
to the brothel’s latest DA: Tenants
from one Cleg St address said they
were uncomfortable walking past
No 6; a personal training studio
next door, where members often
bring their teenage children, and
another Cleg St tenant, that runs a
sandwich shop-café with outdoor
seating, said the brothel breached
clause 6.19 of WLEP 2012 because

Alterations in Shepherd Rd:
•

DA-2013/288: Shepherd Rd. A DA
has been submitted for alterations
and additions to existing dwelling,
new secondary dwelling and
ancillary and associated works.

Changes planned for Wilkes Ave
southside heritage building:
•

DA-2013/230: 22 Elizabeth St.
Dform Design has submitted a DA
for an awning extension with roller
blinds and associated work.

North Sydney TAFE expansion:
•

DA-2013/174: 213 Pacific Hwy.
Melinz Kin & Associates have
submitted a DA for alterations and
additions to North Sydney TAFE,
including additional car spaces and
fencing along Westbourne St.

New Patient
Special Offer

MISSING TEETH?
Talk to us about the
latest IMPLANT solutions.

$195
Includes:
Exam, Scaling
& Fluoride,
2 Xrays &
Hygiene Pack

Quality Family, Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

Open from 8am & Saturday mornings
Latest technology & modern facilities for your maximum comfort
Fast same day emergency treatment
Laughing gas, sedation & sleep dentistry for nervous patients
HICAPS-instant health fund claims

1/80 Hampden Rd Artarmon (above Commonwealth Bank))

PH:

9419 7484

www.ArtarmonFineDental.com
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Winter into spring in our gardens
ALTHOUGH the exceptionally wet
season did not bring joy to everyone,
garden plants are exuberant. Camellias
in particular are celebrating with an
over-abundance of blooms, causing
households much sweeping of paths
and drives.
As I write, in mid July, the early
magnolias are in flower and the much
loved white Magnolia denudata, the
Yulan Tree, is bursting its first buds.
This season is so prolific that I
walked around our neighbourhood
listing plants I could see in flower in
local gardens, although Spring is still
some six weeks away. I came home
with a list of 20 plants, some still
nursing the remaining flowers from
their autumn display.
Camellias are everywhere. When
you prune them, for hedges, height,
or for containment in restricted areas,
remember to do it after flowering and
before the formation of buds for next
year. August-September is the best
time before the shrubs have to deal
with any early, sudden bursts of heat.
In one local garden the beautiful
Strobilanthes anisophyllus, previously
known as Goldfussia, was at its best.
It is a small shrub, about a metre
tall, with an abundance of lilac
funnel-shaped flowers above narrow
dark-green, maroon-backed leaves
which make it a good contrast plant
all year round. Its main disadvantage
is that its life span is a little shorter
than many – at a guess, 10 to 15 years,
somewhat like a few of our native

plants. The advantage,
though, is that it strikes
easily in a light sandy
mixture so that you can
have replacements ready
if you see your old shrub
fading. It will grow in
shade but it flowers better
with some sun, preferably
not in the middle of the day.
Bulbs, particularly
early jonquils, the white
Narcissus Erlicheer and
golden Soleil d’Or are in
flower and by the time you
are reading this, a lot of
other bulbs will be bursting
into bloom. The yellow
Shrimp Plant, Beloperone,
is laden with buds early this
year. It is a plant that responds well
to pruning in winter and I have,
in the past, admired a well-kept hedge
of these plants in a local garden.
Bromeliads and succulents have
thrived during the rainy weeks.
Kalanchoes in particular are very
useful, hardy and undemanding
but prefer part shade. Kalanchoe
blossfeldiana and its cultivars are
popular plants on balconies and
gardens alike. It reliably produces a
grand flush of flowers year after year.
Use them as pot plants, ground covers,
edging. Appreciate their hardiness and
also their readiness to propagate with
the minimum of fuss and attention.
In my walk around the area I saw
the first flowers opening on the popular

by Mollie Shelley

Cartoon: Wendy Bishop

highly-scented Trachelospermum
jasminoides, that hardy creeper useful
for covering ugly walls and fences.
It responds well to pruning after
flowering and indeed may need it
because it has a habit of taking over if
left undisciplined. Cliveas were starting
to show some flowers, particularly the
one with clumps of flowers that remind
me of Australian Christmas Bells.
What else did I notice? Cotoneasters,
Bottlebrush, Banksia, the last flowers
on the pink Tibouchina ‘Noeline’, the
red leaves on the Nandina, Ginger
plants, Red Hot Pokers, Nasturtiums
and many more. We are all set for a
fabulous flowering this Spring.
For over twenty years
Physiotherapist Ann Liebert
has run her practice in
Artarmon specialising in:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Headaches
Back Pain
Musculoskeletal Pain
Laser Physiotherapy
Sports Injuries
Occupational-related Pain

ANN LIEBERT
Physiotherapist

Artarmon Musculoskeletal & Laser Physiotherapy
Suite 6 • 110 Hampden Road • Artarmon
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PH:

9419 3404

FAX:

9419 2880
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...feedback...
NSW Planning
reforms: If you
are as concerned
as I am about
the abolition of
personal property
rights for the family home and its long
term impact, I urge you to pen a letter
or send an email to your local state
member.
The objective of the new planning
system is to “fast-track development”.
The changes are significant to you
personally, if you are a property owner.
The proposed planning laws are
intended to work as follows. Local
councils will set up zoning, or
codes, for areas through community
consultation. Then, in the future, any
lodged DA complying with a particular
code will be given the green light.
Notification of the DA will not occur.
In my opinion, that is fine for high
density, medium density, commercial
and industrial zonings. It is my
experience the community, when the
zoning is approved for such areas,
seldom object, if the zoning is
adhered to.
Residential zones are very
different: First, too few people involve
themselves in local environmental
plan drafting. Second, under the new
laws, the right to appeal and object
is removed. I think that is highly
inappropriate for residential areas.
Third, for local residents, the family
home is usually their main asset.
The right to object is a statutory

property right: That right was
established for good reasons by a
previous Liberal government.
For residential areas, in my opinion,
the right to object in the current form
under the current planning laws, and
as operated by WCC, does need to be
preserved and maintained.
Will this preservation of rights I
have suggested impede the cranes
going up for economic development?
I do not think so – economic
development is in the commercial,
high density and industrial areas.
DAs in residential areas are mainly
for renovations or rebuilds and
that is not the driver for economic
development the government seeks.
How to get the message to
government: Tell your local state
member you want your personal
right of objection to a DA in your
neighbourhood, where it is zoned
residential, retained as it now operates.
You want a statutory requirement
for extensive notification by councils
of neighbourhood DAs and for
councils to have a right to set their
own procedures within set legislative
frameworks in this area. You might
also want to comment about the
preservation of conservation zones
and E4 areas, for example, that include
bushland.
The ultimate discussion at the
Cabinet table on the proposed
planning laws will, in my opinion,
be the main point of real change with
these new laws. Home ownership is

extensive across marginal seats. The
Bill is expected to pass before the end
of 2013.
–stuart.coppock@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Artarmon
Shopping Centre:
The Artarmon
community
remains concerned
about the mix
of local businesses, night safety and
the slowness for shops to be re-let.
The community is particularly eager
to preserve Artarmon’s “village
feel”, including its heritage elements.
Artarmon has several specific issues,
namely: the lack of a strong and viable
chamber of commerce; the fragmented
ownership and lack of engagement of
property owners in the precinct; the run
down and lacklustre nature of some of
the shop fronts; understandable concern
over the proposed 7-storey residential
and commercial development at 98-102
Hampden Rd.
The resolution of these issues
requires more than a single program
fix. It is important to make sure what
is planned has the commitment of
the commercial property owners, is
sustainable and part of an overall
approach to the enhancement of strip
shopping across Willoughby. As
part of that process, the community
may want to consider a review of the
Development Control Plan to allow for
some shop-top housing but certainly

WE

Scan QR code
for more details.

because we want to see

YOUR BUSINESS SUCCEED
SUCCEED IN PRINT WITH THIS GREAT OFFER.
Buy 500 business cards. Get 500 FREE!

BUSINESS

PRINTING
Kwik Kopy Printing Centre - Artarmon

Unit 1, 66 Whiting Street, Artarmon NSW 2064
T 02 9438 1122 F 02 9906 1534
print@artarmon.kwikkopy.com.au www.artarmon.kwikkopy.com.au
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nothing like what is currently proposed
at 98-102 Hampden Rd.
A few things are already being
undertaken, including minor repairs
and streetscape maintenance and the
possibility of continuing the fencing
and sheltered outdoor seating further to
the south along Hampden Rd to better
unify the physical characteristics of the
centre. This will be done in a report
to Council as part of the prioritisation
of future streetscape works-centre
upgrades. Many of these issues require
not only Council support but also active
engagement from local business and
property owners.
Channel 9 Concept Plan for
Development: The Department
of Planning and Infrastructure has
provided Council a copy of their issues
letter, which has been sent to Channel
9. Concerns about the height, bulk
and scale have been raised. However,
the letter does not specifically require
a reduction in density as Council’s
submission proposed. The department
has also commissioned further
independent traffic assessment.
Channel 9 now needs to respond. The
assessment and submissions will then
be referred to the Planning Assessment
Commission for determination.
WAAG (Willoughby Area Action
Group): who organised the community
rally, are keeping up the pressure. Keep
an eye out for important messages over
Willoughby Rd and the Expressway in
the next few weeks! Don’t hesitate to
contact me about any issue:

–michelle.sloane@willoughby.nsw.gov.au
FB: facebook.com/MSloaneOnline
Twitter: @MSloanOnline

Channel 9: The
Department of
Planning and
Infrastructure
has provided
Council with
a copy of their
issues letter to Channel 9. Another
letter is proposed dealing
with transport and traffic issues.
The issues letter does not
specifically require a reduction in
density, as Council’s submission
proposed, but its concerns about
height, bulk and scale are consistent
with the community’s position.
The next step is for Channel 9
to respond to the issues letter to
enable the department to complete
its assessment. The assessment and
submissions will then be referred to
the PAC for determination.
A copy of the Planning and
Infrastructure letter is available via my
website www.nic4naremburn.com
Planning White Paper: There is
no doubt many Artarmon residents
involved with the Channel 9 project
are already sceptical about
“community consultation”, as we
have seen how easily the community’s
voice can be ignored.
Now the government appears set
to introduce new planning reforms,
purportedly putting the community
“at the centre of the new planning
system”. But a system where the
community cannot comment on 80%
of development proposals in their
own neighbourhoods would appear
to go against the suggestions from
the thousands of individuals and

local community groups who made
submissions.
Developments, including land
subdivisions (of up to 20 townhouses,
villas or terrace houses) and entire
blocks of flats could be approved
without community consultation. The
effect on our local community and
property values will be devastating. I
urge you to contact Brad Hazzard MP
and Gladys Berejiklian MP to register
your opposition to these changes.
Artarmon Shopping Strip: Regular
readers of the Gazette would be aware
of the recent spike in crime along the
Hampden Rd shopping village, due, I
am sure, in no small part, to its many
vacant shops. I have asked councillors
to look at establishing a short-term
lease program for these empty shops
(a program that has worked well in
Newcastle, North Sydney, etc) to bring
back some more economic and social
value to our village. Unfortunately, at
the time of writing, most Councillors
were happy to sit on their hands
waiting for a city-wide development
study to be completed whilst the
Artarmon village was left to decay.
With the support of Clr Coppock, I
will continue to push for the
introduction of a vibrant interim use
scheme as a matter of urgency, to
provide opportunities for community
benefit and social enterprise.
– nic.wright@willoughby.nsw.gov.au
Phone: 0481 033 442
FB: www.facebook.com/nic4naremburn

Quiz No 30:
Artarmon’s heritage
Free delivery to Royal North Shore,
North Shore Private and Mater Hospitals,
for orders $50 and more!
Order online: www.artarmonflowershop.com.au
Or call us on: 9413 3206
or fax: 9904 8772

Trading Hours:

Mon-Fri 7:30am-7:30pm
Sat 8:30am-7:30pm
Sun 9:00am-3:00pm
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Answers
1. 1814
2. Tom Johnston
3. Henry Spinks
4. Chatswood 746
Compiled by Eva Wiland,
Gazette editor. Questions on P3
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Talking 2064
• Congratulations to our resident
living legend, emeritus professor
Ron McCallum, who has received
the Michael Kirby Lifetime
Achievement Award from his peers
at Lawyers’ Weekly.
• Rumours are afoot the Hampden
Rd Chamber of Commerce might
be revived. In the past, such a
body existed on a needs basis. The
general feeling is that need may have
resurfaced. To be successful, the
chamber will need input and support
from owners and traders alike. Do
you have a view on what
the commercial strip should provide?
• Hopefully, with WCC Clr Nic Wright
on the case, the empty shop fronts in
Hampden Rd will soon be a thing of
the past and we may see short-term
traders in the empty spaces.
• But while the developers consider an
alternative to the 98-102 Hampden

Rd application (see Page 1), at least
Stephen and Waty Koch can continue
to trade at the historic, 100-year old
butcher premises at number 102.
• Hampden Rd Gourmet is not leaving,
we are happy to report (see Page
2) but according to unconfirmed
sources, it is Artarmon Gourmet
Chicken and Salad in number 108
that might be closing.
• Calling again on all Willoughby
Public School alumni. WPS is
celebrating its 150th anniversary
on September 6-8 and is calling for
photos or mementos. Visit www.
wps150.com.au
• Gremlins invaded our May Gazette
and we published the wrong contact
person-phone number for the Lane
Cove Women’s Action & Information
Group (WAIG). Call: 0411 016 784 or
go to www.waig.org.au.
Send your news, views and reviews to:
editor@atarmonprogress.org.au;
tweet to @gazette_editor,
or “like” us on facebook/APAsite

What’s on
Sat, Aug 24, 2:30-4pm: Poetry out Loud –
the works of Francis Webb. WCL Inquiries:
9777 7900.
Sun, Aug 25, 8-11am: Early morning bird
watch. Inquiries: Di Eva, 9777 7755.
Aug 27-Sept 12: 31 Victor St foyer,
Willoughby local artist exhibition.
Tue, Aug 27: Lane Cove Library, WAIG
discussion group on male dominance in
the Sydney theatre scene. Inquiries:
0411 016 784.
Fri, Aug 30, 8pm: The Concourse Concert
Hall, Stevie Wright of The Easybeats.
Inquiries: 9020 6988.
Aug 31-Sept 1: Willoughby sculpture prize.
The Concourse art space.
Sat, Sep 7: Willoughby Spring Fair. Go to
springfestival.willoughby.nsw.gov.au
Wed, Sept 11, 12:30pm: Lunchtime concert
hour series, The Concourse Concert Hall
– Jane Rutter, An Irish Fantasy. Inquiries:
9020 6988.
Thurs, Sept 19, 11am-4pm: Library book
sale, on travel, WCL. Inquiries: 9777 7900
Sat, Sept 21, 6pm: The Concourse Concert
Hall. Sydney Chamber Choir: Inquiries:
9020 6988.
Sept 27-Oct 13: From the cradle to the
lake, Incinerator art space - Ceramic artist
Barbara Campbell-Allen exhibits ceramic
installations.
2nd, 4th Wed in month, 6:45pm:
Toastmasters – Chatswood communicators
meeting, Willoughby Club.

WIN $100 BAR TAB!

visit
www.freewayhotel.com.au
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People-power persuades power-people

Turpentine-ironbark forest … saved/photo: WCC

The affected part of the Reserve
under threat contained an endangered
ecological community – Sydney
turpentine–ironbark forest – and a
threatened plant species – Epacris
Purpurascens var purpurascens.
Urban development has drastically
reduced the habitat of both in the
Sydney region and the Epacris
purpurascens grows nowhere else in
Willoughby City.
Both these endangered plant
communities rely on a special
combination of shale and sandstone
strata and associated hydrology in
Artarmon Reserve for their presence
and survival. The original Ausgrid
proposal would have carved down a
slope and through the rock shelf on
which these species grow, altering
the hydrology and damaging and
fragmenting these plants’ habitat.
Council and the community have
a major investment in the Reserve
bushland. Community bushcarers
have volunteered tens of thousands
of work hours in Artarmon Reserve
and council staff has worked for more
than a decade in this area to regenerate
bushland.
The density and diversity of native
species after an ecological burn on an
adjacent site is evidence of the area’s
healthy native seed bank.
The success of community and
Council efforts means the many and
varied visitors to the Reserve – animal
and human – enjoy plant species that
have all but disappeared from most
urban areas in the Sydney region.
The National Park and Wildlife
Service website states: “Very little
E Purpurascens var purpurascens

from page 1

habitat remains
in metropolitan
Sydney
(and) extant
populations
(are) small
and disjunct.
Those habitats
which remain
... are under
increasing threat
of clearance
or habitat
modification
resulting from
urban or rural development.”
Naremburn ward Clr Michelle
Sloane drove high-level council
discussions with Ausgrid and
told residents: “Council shares its
community’s concerns regarding what
has been proposed and is doing all
it can to negotiate the best possible
outcome for our much loved local
bushland and natural heritage.”
Council urged Ausgrid to drill under
the bush slope in Artarmon Reserve.
At a July 3 meeting with Council and
community representatives, however,
Ausgrid stated boring under the bush
would add $670,000 to the project
budgeted at $30m – a cost it was
unwilling to bear.
Ausgrid had deemed an alternative
route following Chelmsford Ave and
skirting the freeway to be unsuitable
because of instability and crowding
of existing services. After APA’s
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submission, prepared by Peter Egan,
challenged those objections and
the July 3 meeting with the
community and Council, Ausgrid
undertook to engage a geotechnical
engineer to re-evaluate the
Chelmsford Ave route.
After those investigations, Ausgrid
development manager Phillip Bratby
emailed the following message to all
those who made representations:
“Ausgrid understands the
community’s enthusiasm for protecting the remnant bushland in the
Reserve that has been looked after
by Bushcare volunteers.
Considering the issues raised by
you and other community members
to Ausgrid and your local MP Gladys
Berejiklian, we have reviewed the
earlier decision to lay the cables
through this section of bushland
rather than continuing to the end
of Chelmsford Ave next to existing
132,000 volt cables.
I am pleased to advise that
following this review Ausgrid
considers the technical issues behind
the original decision are, on balance,
not of major significance and we will
not lay the cables through the remnant
bushland area.”
Ausgrid’s project outline and map
can be viewed at http://www.ausgrid.
com.au/Common/Network-projects/
Network-projects-by-area/SydneyNorth/North-Shore-Cable-UpgradeProject.aspx#.UeYYYOJc0fN.
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Rental Report
The Artarmon rental market has again had a robust year. Rents have
increased at or above the level of inflation and there is very strong
demand from prospective tenants.

per week ($20.00 to $40.00). This translates into an 8% return (after
accounting for agents commission). If new carpet costing $3,000 can
lift the rent by just $10.00 per week, that’s a 15% return! Remember
also, repairs and improvements can also be claimed against tax or
depreciated.
An underperforming asset is an ongoing loss of income that can
never be recovered. Every day that passes means more dollars
missed. It makes sense then to upgrade and update your investment
property, doesn’t it?

Property Management
To Renovate? A growing concern for many owners of investment
properties in Artarmon is whether they should be looking at taking
on an improvement. Unit construction came to life on the West-side
in the 1960’s followed by a boom in the mid-70’s through to the early
-80’s. Much of this stock is still in original condition. Is it advisable
to invest in a new kitchen and/or bathroom? A clue to the answer is
the realisation that tenants don’t pay for potential.
A renovated property provides four benefits for the owner. It
commands a higher rent, the period of vacancy is reduced and it
should also attract a higher quality tenant. Lastly, the capital value of
the property is increased and will be realised upon sale in the future.
The Economics of Renovation. Currently, the fair market rental
for a medium quality unit (2br median value of $590,000) at fair
market rental is about $530 per week. This is a gross return of 4.7%.
After allowing for the cost of council & water rates, strata fees, agent
commission, letting fees and charges, vacancy, insurance, repairs and
accounting (say $7,500), this derives a net return of about 3.5%.
Poorer quality units and most houses deliver lower returns than this,
commonly yielding less than a 3% return.
What’s the typical return on the renovation? Commonly a new
kitchen, costing $15,000 should generate at least an extra $25.00

How Good Should the Renovation Be? Over time, there has been
an increased expectation for high quality materials and inclusions in
rental properties. New or near-new properties as well as superior
renovated ones are always in high demand, particularly by younger
renters. Many Gen Y’s are characterised by the observation that they
want to start where their parents finished. Why shouldn’t you have a
granite kitchen and frameless shower in your first home away from
the nest? LOL.
But It’s Too Hard to Organise. It is hard, but not too hard and
definitely worth it, especially if your managing agent can help
make it happen. It’s important to reduce the vacancy time for the
renovation. This means being ready to act when a vacancy occurs.
Design and material decisions can be made in advance, so work can
be completed in just a few weeks.

Marriott Lane can make it happen
Marriott Lane is now able to put together a cost effective kitchen
and bathroom renovation for our property management clients. We
see our role is not just collecting rent. It’s really about protecting and
enhancing our clients’ assets and income.
Marriott Lane are experts in the professional management of
residential properties, with a skilled team of property managers
looking after a portfolio of more than 550 properties within
the local vicinity. We are also members of the Leading Property
Managers group.
If you would a free no-obligation assessment of your rental property,
please call us on 9411 7299.

