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Hot contest for Naremburn seats
by Eva Wiland, Artarmon Gazette editor

T

here will be a hot contest for the
three Naremburn Ward seats on
Willoughby City Council in the
lead up to the September 8 local elections after two seats were vacated by
outgoing councillors Kate Lamb and
Barry Thompson.
Based on the nominations on August
8 and the information at hand as the
Artarmon Gazette went to print, 12
candidates are standing for the three
seats – seven independents, three
Labor and two Liberal candidates.
In group A is Naremburn resident
Vanessa Adams, who is running,
independent with two Liberals on her
ticket – North Willoughby resident
Abbas Abroon and Willoughby
resident Alan Tomlinson.
In group B is lifelong Willoughby
City resident Nic Wright, 29, who is

Glenda Gartrell

Nic Wright

Michelle Sloane Robert Newman

running a Labor ticket with Artarmon
resident Glenda Gartrell and April
Pressler of Naremburn. Nic has been
involved in several not-for-profit
organisations. A former Artarmon
Public School student, Nic is basing
his campaign on a keen interest in
social engagement. He is passionate
about delivering results to ensure
Willoughby remains a great place to
live, work and relax.
Ex APA president Michelle Sloane
is in group C, independent (see:
www.michellesloane.com). On her

Susan Biggs

Stuart Coppock

ticket are Susan Biggs,
Naremburn resident and Robert
Newman, Artarmon resident and also
a former APA president. They stand
for active engagement and involvement
in the community; local support
for the aged, including appropriate
housing; and protecting, maintaining
and restoring the area’s natural and
built environments. “We are focused
on representing everyone in that
community in an open and honest
way,” Michelle told the Artarmon
Gazette.
To page 3

Artarmon farewells outgoing councillors

Inside

by Eva Wiland, Gazette editor

APA was the springboard for Barry
Thompson in the council elections eight
years ago. He has been Artarmon’s resident councillor and before that spent several years on the APA committee and the
Gazette. He was one of two Federation of
Willoughby Progress Associations (FPA)
vice presidents in the two years before his
election. “That experience gave me some
idea of what I would face as a councillor,”
he told the Gazette.
Barry won his first election by the
very close margin of two votes, decided
after a recount and hearing before the
Administrative Appeals Tribunal. “I was
pleased that I was able to increase my vote
at the second election and came out with a
comfortable margin,” Barry said.

“I believe I have represented all the
diverse streams of the Artarmon community in my time on council and have
attempted to look at the ‘bigger picture’
rather than be caught up in some of the
petty politics and rivalries that can distract
the public’s attention.” He mainly campaigned on the environment and building
a sustainable future issue. “I may choose
to follow up this interest after I leave
council,” he said.
Kate’s future role will be on a more personal note – as grandmother for the first
time. “I find that contemplating the future
of this new life is what gives me common
cause with others in a metaphorical as well
as a real sense,” she said.
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Editorial

A

rtarmon and the Gazette are facing generational change in
more ways than one. This edition is a week late because
of the changeover in production. We are sad to see the end
the Gazette’s long association with Sonia Powell, a former editor
and designer of the Gazette’s present format. For seven years, she has been doing a
sterling job, designing ads, laying out pages and getting the Gazette to the printer.
She is also the designer of APA’s beautiful Leadlights of Artarmon greeting cards
and posters (available for sale on www.artarmonprogress.org.au).
Getting the Gazette out four times a year demands dedication and concerted effort.
Unfortunately, Sonia’s work commitments no longer allow her to spend time on the
Gazette and we thank her for the excellent job she has done over the years.
We welcome Sandra Kozleuchar, principal of Artarmon business Sublime Studios, who
has very kindly agreed to give her time to produce the Gazette from now on. Sandra,
who also lives in Artarmon, offers skills, which span conceptual, graphic and web design;
photography; and print management.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank her and everybody else involved with the
Gazette, who are giving their time freely – John Yates who looks after our advertisers;
Geof Cameron, who takes care of the Gazette’s business side; Robert Magner, who
co-ordinates the Gazette’s distribution; our deliverers who ensure everyone in Artarmon
receives the Gazette, rain or shine; Tony Kemm, who distributes in the industrial area;
and our valued contributors, Jane Rowley (school column); Mollie Shelley (gardening
column); Wendy Bishop (gardening cartoons); Jane Cozens (news and sub-editing);
Robert Newman, APA website manager who puts the Gazette online; and for their helpful
insight on council matters, councillors Kate Lamb, Barry Thompson and Stuart Coppock.
Without everyone’s joint efforts, the Gazette could simply not exist.
- Eva Wiland, editor@artarmonprogress.org.au

Letters to the editor

I

am so happy you have raised the question of Artarmon’s shopping strip and
its appalling condition (see, May Gazette, this page). I downsized from my
home in Lane Cove after about 30 years. When I came to Artarmon 12 years
ago the strip was fine. But I have gradually seen it deteriorate to the condition it is
in today – it is nothing short of sleazy. I agree billboards outside the brothels are
pretty disgusting. I think a nice restaurant would lift the image and might in some
way start to provide a balance to the countless take-aways. We also lack a nice
delicatessen but first we need a total clean up and have someone – I don’t know
who – make better decisions when it comes to renting the shops. A better balance of
businesses is a definite priority.
-Concerned Artarmon resident
(name supplied)

Quiz No 26:
Masonic Hall
Questions

1. When was the foundation stone
laid for Artarmon Masonic Hall?

FUTURE dates

2. Who dedicated the building the
following year?

FUTURE dates

3. Was the old building still there in
1987?

Wed Aug 29
Thu Oct 18
Fri Oct 19
Tue Nov 13

Meet the candidates
Gazette copy deadline
Gazette advertising closes
Gazette delivery complete

© Artarmon Progress Association, 2012.
No material may be reproduced by any means
without the permission of the Editor.

4. Name one of the businesses in
the building today?
Answers: p13

From page 1

Reflecting on her 21 years on the council,
three as deputy mayor, she told the Gazette
she was pleased to be associated with its
achievements such as the Hallstrom Park
playground and oval taking over from being
Gordon Rugby Club’s clubhouse and home
ground; the final affordable housing provisions in the WLEP; an extensive network of
bicycle infrastructure; bushland management
practice “second to none”; and the northside
Aboriginal Heritage Office.

A note from the president

W

ell, haven’t the months
gone fast. The Artarmon
Progress Association (APA)
has been busy as usual. I have been
meeting with council GM Nick Tobin
and we have visited areas in Artarmon
needing a focus, walking up and down
Hampden Rd and talking about the
strip shops.
We have had a tremendous response
from readers and the community
generally to our suggestion for renewal
of our shopping precinct through a
main street program. The APA is
building on that momentum and is
planning a meeting with business
owners in late September.

by Ross Dickson

All shop owners, landlords and real
estate agents should come along and
so we can discuss what can be done
to transform “downtown Artarmon”
into the vibrant shopping precinct it
once was, attracting local as well as
destination shoppers.
Local elections take place on
September 8. Two former APA
presidents are standing for council –
Michelle Sloane and Robert Newman,
who is on Michelle’s ticket (see p1). We
wish them the best of luck on election
day.
On that note, we say a fond farewell
to councillors Kate Lamb and Barry
Thompson who are not standing for

From page 1

In group D is Stuart Coppock, who is seeking re-election as an independent. On
his ticket are independents Robert Manning and Orla Murphy, both Naremburn
residents. He is also standing for Willoughby Mayor, challenging long time
incumbent Pat Reilly.
Stuart’s “Believe in better” mayoral campaign kicked off on July 25 (see: http://
www.facebook.com/stuart.coppock). His election promises include new lighting
for Artarmon Reserve; a yearly Willoughby City musical and arts festival;
preserve residents parking outside their homes; an “arms length” review of the
council’s finances; and commitment to Artarmon’s conservation areas. “Master
planning is a proven way to proceed with urban change,” he said at his campaign
launch. “West Artarmon is a solid example of this. The [NSW] Government’s
green paper provides an opportunity to approach town planning [this way] (see
p10) but it also provides a serious challenge to retain some of our land use gains.”
APA is inviting all the nominated candidates for Naremburn Ward to a public
meeting on Wednesday, August 29, at 7:15pm, at Artarmon Community Hall at
139 Artarmon Rd.
For those who will be away on election day, go to http://www.votensw.info/councils/
willoughby_city_council for postal vote applications. Pre-poll voting will take place from
August 27 to September 7, at the Dougherty Community Centre, 7 Victor St, Chatswood.

the council again.
We thank them
for all their hard
work representing
Artarmon over the
years and for their
contribution to our community.
Many have emailed me asking
when the Artarmon fair is on. As
you all know the fair was very much
Michelle’s show and it is hard to find
someone with the same drive and
energy to step into her shoes.
Lack of sponsor support and time
constraints have meant a change of
direction and the APA has decided
instead to organise regular night
markets similar to Earth Hour in
Wilkes Ave.
The next night market will be held
on Friday, November 30, focusing
on Christmas and exciting foodstalls
under the stars.
The APA welcomes new members
and anyone who wishes to join the
APA executive committee to have a
say in our community.
* If anyone would like to send
me an email, please do so, to:
pres@artarmonprogress.org.au

For your diary:

Night Market
in Wilkes Ave
Friday, November 30, 2012.

“supporting the Artarmon
community spirit”
leadership • advertising
delivery • and more!

Let’s talk about how you could
help!
Please contact
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au.
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Artarmon’s Olympian in rowing finals

T

oby Lister, 25, who spent
most of this life Artarmon,
made it into the Olympic
rowing finals to compete on August
1 as coxswain of the Australian
men’s eight rowing team, while his
Artarmon parents cheered them
on at Eaton Dorney, near Windsor
outside London.
In an extremely close race, Toby
and his team gave it their all – but it
was just not enough to keep up with
the blistering pace set by the Germans
in a surprise win, followed by the
favourite, Canada, Great Britain, USA
and the Dutch hard on their heels.
The Australian team finished sixth at
5:51.87 – less than a second from the
bronze medal winners at 5:52.18 and
just over three seconds behind the
winner at 5:48.75.
Leading up to the final, Toby and
his team came second in front of Great
Britain and behind Poland at the Word
Cup regatta in Munich a month earlier.
On the first day of the Olympics
they also finished a promising second
behind USA in heat 1. Doing it tougher

Australian Men’s Eight … gave it their all
Photo: Rowing Australia

in the repechage two days later as
Great Britain held off Canada at the
line to take first and the Dutch grabbed
third, the Australian team came fourth
to just make it into the final.
Craig Lister told the Gazette
Toby, who went to Artarmon Public
School, was still living in Artarmon
as he entered his early international
representation but in the last years
had been based in Canberra at the
Australian Institute of Sports.
He began his rowing career while
at Shore School, became a regular
member of the NSW and Australian
teams and started coxing the

by Eva Wiland, Gazette editor

Australian team after the Beijing
Olympics.
Since then the men’s eight
finished seventh at the 2009 World
Championships, won bronze in 2010
and came fourth in 2011.
Toby’s parents left for London
earlier last month after Toby and
his team finished training in Italy.
Before leaving, Craig said they had
rented a house with friends and family
outside London, near Dorney Lake.
Eaton Dorney is normally less than
half an hour’s journey from London
but with Olympic traffic congestions,
that journey could take several hours
during the Games.
“We were advised not to book
accommodation in central London
because of the transport problems,” Craig
said. “If we wanted to be in our seats at
[Dorney Lake] at 9am, we would have
had to leave London at
4:30 in the morning.”
Toby Lister … in Artarmon
at start of rowing career
Photo: Rowing Australia
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Stay on top of Diabetes, upgrade
your blood glucose meter for $9*

5

sec

Hypo
indicator

Test
reminder

Infra-Red
communication

Tiny sample
size with
under dosing
detection

At Nick Logan Pharmacist Advice, we want to help diabetics to monitor and control
their blood sugar and minimise associated complications such as vision, kidney and
circulatory problems.
To do so we have secured a $40 cash back offer (until 31 August 2012, while stocks
last) on our already low price of $49 for the Performa meter by Roche Diagnostics.*
The Performa is a compact monitor that gives accurate readings in 5 seconds from a
tiny blood sample. So whether you need an upgrade or even a spare meter for work,
now is the time to get one.
Come in and check it out today. You’ll love our service and we are OPEN SEVEN DAYS.

Super
fastfill

Fast 5
second
test time

96 Hampden Road, Artarmon
Phone 9419 6880 Fax 9419 6868
Email nloganpa@bigpond.net.au
Web www.pharmacistadvice.com.au
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School showcases its music program

A

rtarmon Public School’s
(APS) impressive musical arts
program will be showcased
this September in a concert at the
Concourse in Chatswood. In a first
for the school, the concert will feature
five school bands, the strings groups,
the choirs and the JRock group
performers.
“We hope the concert will be a really
exciting one for parents particularly
because it’s going to bring all those
different groups together and really
highlight the level of talent that’s here
at the school,” APS Deputy Principal
Ryan Shepheard said.
The JRock group will be fresh from
their Sydney Entertainment Centre
performance in the JRock Eisteddfod
Challenge. Teacher Catherine Yeo and
her team have spent two terms honing
the performance, which involves 90
students from grades three to six. Using
contemporary music, which includes
tracks by Pink, Jay-Z and the Foo
Fighters, the APS entry is titled, The
Boxer.
Combining dance and drama, it
is the story of a homeless girl who
sets out to achieve her dream of
becoming a professional fighter.
“She discovers that with practise and
perseverance, anything is possible
and your dreams can come true. Her
triumph over adversity and difficulty
is a major highlight and message of the
performance,” said Catherine.
The annual cross country is also a

day on the school calendar
that cannot be missed. Year
6 student Molly Quoyle
set a blistering pace in
this year’s event, earning
her a spot in the regional
competition. Having
claimed second at regionals
she then competed in the
NSW Primary Schools
Sports Association state
cross country carnival
coming a very credible
twelfth with a time of 12
minutes 23 seconds.
Another student who
will be competing at state
level later this year is
Daniel Selvadurai. APS has just hosted
the district final for the Multicultural
Perspectives Public Speaking
Competition. Competing students were
required to deliver one prepared and
one impromptu speech. Daniel won
his section and will now enter the state
final as defending champion having
won the competition in 2011.
Also sporting the smiles of
champions are Luca Thomas, Jonathan
Cribb and Max Countryman. The Year
5 students wrote and illustrated their
own storybook featuring the local
native ringtail possum for a Willoughby
City Council initiative; Our Local
Wildlife Storybook Competition.
Titled Mike and the Moon the book
will be published by the council and
made available in local and school

Could you survive a Fair Work audit
if one was held tomorrow?

by Jane Rowley

Mayor Pat Reilly and winning students
…bush inspired. Photo: APS

libraries throughout Willoughby.
Willoughby Mayor Pat Reilly
presented the boys with certificates
and native plants to grow their own
indigenous animal habitat.
For Ryan, excellence across many
different disciplines reflects the APS
staff’s commitment. “I think it’s one
of the really great things about APS
in terms of what it can provide to
the community because it’s really an
enriched learning environment and it’s
well supported by the parent body and
the broader school community.”
The school is now preparing for its
next intake of students. Kindergarten
orientations are underway and the
next orientation day for students
entering school in 2013 will be held on
Wednesday November 7.

PHySiotHerApy

• Victorian medium-size employer fined $184,250.00 for underpaying clerical staff.

For twenty years,
Physiotherapist Ann
Liebert has run her
practice in Artarmon,
specialising in:

• Bricklayer fined $11,500.00 for failing to provide accurate employee records.
• Melbourne Magistrates’ Court fines café owner $19,800 and his private company a
further $99,000 for underpaying two casual kitchen hands amounts of $7,061 and
$1,575 in wages and superannuation.

•
•
•
•
•

Are you concerned about compliance with the Fair Work Act and the new WH&S Act in your
business? Do you have people and employment issues in your business that you need help
resolving? Do you need an on-call HR Manager to help you deal with these issues as required?
We are a local HR and organisational development consultancy with extensive corporate
experience, specialising in providing this support to small and medium businesses like yours.

For an obligation-free consultation to discuss your issues,
please call Graham on: 0414 683 383
or email me at: graham@diversitymanagement.com.au
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Ann Liebert
Physiotherapist

Back pain
Musculo-skeletal pain
Sports injuries
Occupational-related pain
Neck headaches

Suite 6
110 H Ampden roAd
A rtArmon
pH :

fAx :

9419 3404
9419 2880
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Masonic Hall - Artarmon mainstay by Eva Wiland, Gazette editor

T

here has been a Masonic Temple
in Artarmon, at 44 Hampden
Rd since 1923. The foundation stone for the Artarmon Masonic
Lodge was laid on October 21, 1922 by
the NSW United Grand Lodge grand
master William Thompson himself.
Grand Master Thomson had long been
remembered for his contributions
to the Masonic movement in NSW.
Foundation master AR Cooke laid the
second stone.
Thompson’s address on the occasion
was reported in The Sydney Morning
Herald. He told those gathered the
NSW UGL was gathering pace. It had
at that stage grown from 30,000 members eight years ago, to 47,000 and
Thompson expected numbers to reach
50,000 within a few months. The grand
master officially dedicated the building
on April 17, 1923 and that same evening the lodge room was dedicated and
Norman Page was installed as master of
the lodge by Cooke and others.
SMH reported the total cost of this
building was almost £10,000. The main
hall was built to seat 500 and the supper
room to accommodate 250.
The Masonic Hall soon became the
hub of Artarmon and surrounds’ social
activities. The Artarmon flower show
committee held its autumn exhibition
there on March 6, 1925. In August the
same year, Chatswood Tennis Club
held a dance in the hall, which reportedly was “delightfully decorated with
coloured electric lights and clusters of

Wistaria”.
In May 1934, members of
the Artarmon Auxiliary of the
Royal North Shore Hospital held
their annual May dance in the
Masonic Hall; and two years later,
in October 1936, members of
the Artarmon Red Cross branch
arranged a bridge party at the hall.
The next time Masonic Hall
made the news was in June 1949,
when Peter Russell Fitzell, 23, sustained internal and other injuries
when he fell 20ft from a window to the
footpath outside Artarmon Masonic
Hall at a wedding reception, when he
“over-balanced” while looking out the
window (SMH, June 22, 1949).
On Thursday, December 13, 1951,
Allan Toohey hosted a broadcast from
the Masonic Hall during the Artarmon
Jubilee Week when local amateur
performers “broadcast to Australia”,
according to contemporary newspaper
reports.
Many local people have fond memories of attending events at the hall. It
also served as an election booth.
But by the mid 1980s the temple was
in poor shape and a replacement was
required to suit the changing times and
economic circumstances.
On August 22, 1990, the land’s owners Artarmon Masonic Hall Company
Ltd granted the ground lease to Kaye
Denning & Lumere Pty Ltd for 125
years to March 3, 2114. Kaye Denning
& Lumere built the new building in the

Willoughby Village
Secure, quality independent living units
available for over 55s in friendly village
Recently renovated facilities and units
Peaceful location overlooking beautiful Muston Park
Close to Chatswood amenities - 30m to bus stop
Adjacent accredited hostel for assisted living
RECESSION-PROOF ACCOMMODATION

Studio, 1br & 2br units and townhouses

Units to suit singles and couples with varying needs
Studio & 1br $135,000 - Pensioner rental assistance available
2br $500,000 & 3br $650,000 - Annual refund after 2 yrs residency

Masonic Hall Building in 1987 … ready for a change

early 1990s and are its owners. It will
revert to the Masonic Hall on the expiry
of the ground lease in 2114.
The new building houses several
Masonic lodges, which are still going
strong, as well as several business
premises.
Among those are Bella Beauty
Lounge; a GP; Laing + Simmons Real
Estate; and Pizzeria La Stazione on the
ground floor. Offices on the other floors
include international building code
consultants Phillip Chun & Associates;
fire and emergency response training
firm First Five Minutes; and Leukemia
Foundation of Australia.

COFFEE

TM

FRESH ROASTED COFFEE
CAFÉ SUPPLY
ROASTERY DOOR SALES

It’s time to
get your fix!
18 - 20 Cleg St, Artarmon
Door Sales (M - F 8.30am to 4pm)

9966 8488

www.karmee.com

36 Douglas Avenue Chatswood
9417 3328 | www.willoughbyvillage.com.au
Willoughby Retirement Community Association A not-for-profit organisation ACN 001 838 777
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Artarmon shines at BBP Awards
Advice, runner up for the Community
Support Award and Sustainable
Transport Award; and Artarmon
Family Butcher, runner up for a
People’s Choice Award, retail.
Other winners were: Better
Business of the Year Award, Waste
Saver Award and Staff Support
Award: Pablo & Rusty’s Specialty
Coffee, Gordon; Water Saver Award,
Sustainable Transport Award: Greener,
Cleaner Dry Cleaner, Naremburn;
Community Spirit Award: Honda
Australia Roadcraft Training, St Ives;
Sustainable Purchasing Award: Eco
at Home, Willoughby; Accessibility
Award: IGA, West Pymble; People’s
Choice Awards – hospitality, restaurants & cafes: Munch Deli Café, West
Pymble; professional services & other:
Treats Hair Design, Neutral Bay.

Photo: BBP

A

rtarmon figured prominently
among sustainable businesses
in Willoughby, Ku-ring-gai
and North Sydney local government
areas at the inaugural Better Business
Awards held by the three councils at
The Concourse on June 5.
Despite the weather, more than 260
guests attended the event at the Civic
Pavilion, which featured comedienne
Wendy Harmer as master of ceremonies; Jon Dee, co-founder of Planet
Ark, as guest speaker; and Willoughby
and Ku-ring-gai mayors Pat Reilly and
Jennifer Anderson; and North Sydney
deputy mayor Zoe Baker.
We congratulate Honest to Goodness
(see February Gazette, p7), runner up
for the overall Better Business of the
Year Award and winner of the Energy
Saver Award; Nick Logan Pharmacist

by Eva Wiland, Gazette editor

Disabled access unlikely
by Eva Wiland, Gazette editor

Photo: BBP

and Killara. Berejiklian said the
$20,000 price tag for a lift could not be
justified.
Councillor Barry Thompson
suggested a less expensive ramp as
another option. On a more positive
note, Berejiklian discounted any multistorey development in the airspace
above Artarmon Station. She also
promised to deal with a replacement of
the flame trees, the removal of which
has created an eyesore on the west side
of the station (see May Gazette, p15).

Photo: BBP

A

rtarmon’s hope for disabled
and easier access at the
railway station were dashed at
the APA public information meeting
on June 27, when transport minister
and local state MP Gladys Berejiklian
discounted the possibility.
She told the gathering of about 60
residents she would not “play politics”
to give preferential treatment to her
Artarmon constituents. This was
despite media reports lifts are planned
for Ku-ring-gai stations Roseville

Artarmon Medical Centre
134 Hampden Road aRtaRmon 2064
Dr Douglas Hor • Dr Evelyn Ong
Dr Dennis Lewis Enright • Dr Linda Calabresi
Dr Elizabeth Nash • Dr Anca Slimovschi
• women’s health
• men’s health
• heart checks
• immunisation

We are
here

A
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RD

• allergy treatment
• paediatrics
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G
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EN

HT

RD
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RD

2012 Flu vaccine is now available, free for over 65s and patients with
chronic medical conditions. Please ring to make an appointment.

Group Mat Classes
Tuesday Evenings 6.30pm and 7.30pm
(Bookings Essential)
Yoga Pavilion,15 Elizabeth Street, Artarmon
Private Sessions on
specialised pilates equipment
By Appointment
For more information
contact Jo on
0407 485 468
or email
joanne@freespiritpilates.com.au
www.freespiritpilates.com.au

Phone 9411 5858 • 9419 8448
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Ben rides for kids to have a go by Eva Wiland, Gazette editor

O

n October 1, Artarmon resident Ben Middleton sets off on
a BMW motorbike from the
Sydney Opera House around Australia
to raise $100,000 in a campaign called
Have-a-Go to help abused children.
His $16,000km Have-a-Go ride will
take him to 31 towns and cities around
Australia over six weeks to raise
awareness about the trauma affecting
abused children and to fund a twoyear pilot project to be run by Sydney
Children’s Hospital’s Child Protection
Unit (CPU) to find effective therapies
for their long-term recovery.
We sat down with Ben to talk about
his project, which came about after he
had worked in the finance industry as
a broker for 18 years. “I thought it was
time to take a break and give something back,” he told the Gazette. “I
wanted to raise money to really make a
difference. This project will be the first
of its kind in Australia and it will rely
on me raising the money to make it a
reality.”
Ben said in Australia little was
known about the effect on children
from abuse. “When a child experiences

Stretch,
Strengthen
and Re lax

Hatha classes
with a green, leafy outlook
at Artarmon Bowling Club
Small classes emphasising
safe progress and individual attention
Highly qualified, experienced teachers
Tuesday 7:00 - 8:00am Tuesday 9:00 - 10:30am Tuesday 7:30 - 9:00pm Thursday 7:30 - 8:30am Thursday 9.15 - 10.45am*
Friday
9:15 - 10:45am * call Sue for location

Sue
Sue
Sue
Sue
Gill

Enquiries welcome
Sue Livingston - 0423 697 363
yogaroad@optusnet.com.au
Gill Kamsler - 0438 177 480
gill@kamsler.com.au

severe trauma, attachment and typical
brain and behaviour development are
severely impacted,” he said. “Without
effective intervention, these developmental deficits lead to severe behavioural problems, learning difficulties
and mental health issues later in life.”
Not only would the child be severely
affected but the whole family, community and overall health system, including the justice system, would suffer.
The focus of the pilot project will be
to develop effective, integrated intervention for children who have been
exposed to trauma from severe abuse
or neglect by integrating several intervention approaches.
Specifically, the project will involve
an occupational therapist and social
worker from the CPU at SCH who is
trained in the so-called DIR Floortime
therapy model – a therapy specifically
for autism spectrum disorder.
Mentored by US psychiatrist
Bruce Perry who is at the forefront of
research and targeted intervention for
children who have experienced trauma,
the occupational therapist, supported
by the University of Sydney as part of
its postgraduate study program, will
develop research-based results specifically for children
who have experienced trauma from
abuse.
“Bottom line is that research will
be written, using the data on results
from the program, which we look to
publish,” he said. “The importance

Ben Middleton … on long road for kids

in my view is having a leading children’s hospital and leading university
involved in a program like this, given
the influence, credibility and respect
these two institutions have.”
For Ben, who has been working on
the project for almost a year now, it
has meant staying home and spending more welcomed time with his
two healthy children. It has put him
in touch with people he would otherwise never have met and once he has
reached his goal, he can see it leading
to a whole new lifestyle and career.
With more than a month still to
go before his ride, Ben has already
raised $31,300. Donations to Havea-Go can be made securely online
at: http://www.schf.org.au/fun/havea-go-.aspx or by cheque made out to
Sydney Children’s Hospital Foundation
and addressed to Locked Bag 5 (19
Eurimbla Ave), Randwick, NSW 2031.
* To follow Ben’s progress around
Australia, “like” us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/APAsite

Looking For A Good Dentist on the North Shore?
(A Complete Family and Cosmetic Dentist - With That Gentle Touch...?)

Here’s 8 Good Reasons to Call Us Today:
1. Same day fast relief emergency Treatment. We promise to be gentle and considerate and use the
best of care and techniques to give you a pleasant and pain free experience every time. Happy Gas always
available to help you relax.
2. Extended hours from 8am. Open Saturday + Thursday nights for your convenience - and we won’t keep you
waiting.
3. White fillings and biocompatible, durable ceramic restorations. Non drug headache treatments + Anti-snoring
appliances also available.
4. Complete family Dentistry. Kids always welcomed. Check out our kids corner.
5. Affordable Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry - Easily improve your smile and enjoy strong and permanent,
non removable teeth replacements that gives you immediate comfort and confidence with a natural smile and function.
6. No More Loose and Sore Dentures with One Visit Mini-Implants. Enjoy that apple or steak, today, and
smile with real confidence again.
7. Sleep Sedation Dentistry by a qualified Anaesthetist using Intravenous Sedation or General Anaesthetic.
8. Bad Breath Elimination Therapy - Never be embarrassed again with these simple effective treatments.

Call Us Now On 9419-7484 For An Appointment.
www.ArtarmonFineDental.com
Suite 1, Level 1, 80 Hampden Rd Artarmon
(just above Commonwealth Bank)
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Tour de Cure cycles to raise $2.25m
by Malcolm Heath, Tour de Cure founding rider

C

ycling charity group Tour de
Cure has just completed its
sixth yearly tour and for the
financial year 2012, the charity raised
more than $2.25m for cancer research,
support and prevention.
The Artarmon community and
neighbouring suburbs play a significant
role in the support of, participation in
and fund raising for Tour de Cure.
Dave Curran and Danny Moore of
Artarmon; Malcolm Heath, Geoff
Coombes (co-founder) and Reid
Meldrum of Naremburn; and Jon Fryar
of Chatswood were six of the 65 riders from around Australia who joined
to cycle 1,670kms from Brisbane to
Mission Beach, Qld in May this year.
Collectively, our local riders have
completed 20 Tours and ridden more
than 30,000km, helping to promote
cancer awareness, fitness, health and
nutrition.
Former Tour riders from Artarmon
and Naremburn have also included
Edward Curry-Hide, Paul Ainsworth,
Andrew Kovaks and Caleb Jones. In
Addition, the Tour has women riding
each year and five females on the 2012
Tour. It would be great to see the first
female cyclist from Artarmon join the
2013 ride.
What started as an idea over a coffee between two cycling mates in
2006 has quickly become a major
national cycling charity, superbly supported by our local community and

other communities around the country
along with the corporate sector and
national television coverage during the
Tours thanks to Channel 7’s Sunrise

Tour de Cure rider Lisa Healy with 2011
Artarmon Public School Year 6 students

program. From its first Tour in 2007,
almost $8m has since been raised for
specific cancer research, support and
prevention projects for men, women
and children suffering from or recovering from Cancer.
Artarmon Public School has been an
eager supporter of Tour de Cure and
has organised fund raising activities.
A special one-day Tour de Cure corporate charity ride last November set
off from the school, after a morning’s
breakfast, cancer awareness presentation by the riders and a wonderful send
off by the Artarmon School Band, led
by Matthew Walmsely, with parents,
teachers and students in support.
Not many other sports activities
centre on excellent coffee, the ability

to carry a conversion while cycling at
40kph, or be able to stop for a quick
breakfast then resume training straight
away.
Cancer is never far from our minds,
however. Several riders and support
crew have had cancer and speak openly of their experiences.
Learning of the impact of cancer,
the suffering and loss drives home the
true purpose of why Tour de Cure is
what it is. It is bonded by a rich community strength and the true sense of
“having a go to make a difference”.
Collectively we, and the community of
Artarmon, are doing exactly that.

WHICH HUE
Colour Consulting and
Interior Decorating
in Artarmon

think
outside

the
square
contact Margot McKay
t 9413 1058 m 0402 855 299
www.whichhue.com.au

artarmon framing
Custom framing

Mounting
Laminating
Artwork hanging systems
Photo reproduction
Mirrors
Conservation Framing
Art Restoration
Advice and help with
presentation & conservation
of most things
Andrew Fortescue
94a Reserve Road, Artarmon
Ph: 9439 9992

9.00 - 4.30 Mon - Fri • 10.00 - 2.00 Sat

Retiring? Part-time? Student?
Needing an extra challenge in your life?
Put your spare time to good use....
and become a

Vinnies Volunteer!
We need people like you to assist
at our Artarmon shop.
Please contact Florence or Cathy on

9419 3599 or 9419 4236
or email svdpstives@optusnet.com.au
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Checking for these is part of our
complete eye exam.

9412 3757

122 Hampden Road, Artarmon
www.artarmonvision.com.au
artarmon@eyecareplus.com.au
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NSW planning one step further by Eva Wiland, Gazette editor

T

he NSW Government’s green
paper on the new planning
system (see, November 2011
Gazette, p1) was released on July
14, with a two-month period to
respond, which means the deadline
on September 14 is before the newly
elected council starts to operate.
“One of the key features is a shift
of emphasis to councils doing better

strategic planning, which is a positive
thing,” WCC environment services
director Greg Woodhams told the
Gazette. The processing of applications
would be made by independent panels
“and for Willoughby that’s not a
significant change”. But the council
would still need to revise its ward
councillor policy for the new planning
system to apply.

Artarmon library moves

A

rtarmon Branch Library
will temporarily close for
relocation on August 18,
and reopen on September 10, in the
Artarmon Community Centre, at
139 Artarmon Rd, on the corner of
Tindale Rd.
The library will continue to offer
activities, including storytime for
preschoolers, a teenage reading group
and a wide range of book club kits.
Customers will also be able to use a
self check-out machine for their items,
using the same RFID technology as
Chatswood Library on The Concourse.
In addition, the library will feature

2 FOR 1
OFFER!

by Eva Wiland, Gazette editor

online resources, free wi-fi, word
processing and photocopying facilities.
A loan extension will be given to all
items borrowed from the Artarmon
Library and items can be returned via
the returns chute at the closed library
at 2 Elizabeth St or any of the six other
Willoughby City Council libraries –
Chatswood, Castle Cove, Castlecrag,
Naremburn, Northbridge, and West
Chatswood.
Storytime sessions for pre-schoolers
will be postponed during the relocation
and the last two sessions will be held
at 10.15am and 11.15am, Monday,
August 13.

The green paper proposes four
key planning reforms: community
participation; strategic focus;
streamlined approval; and
infrastructure provision.
To improve the delivery of the
planning system, the paper proposes
four governance initiatives: a chief
executive officer’s group to integrate
and drive implementation; regional
planning boards to advise on regional
and subregional strategic plan making,
infrastructure and planning issues;
mandatory performance monitoring
against clear indicators with regular
public reporting and review; and major
organisational reform programs to
address the structure and culture of
planning at all levels.
Following feedback on the green
paper, the Government will prepare
and release a White Paper, which will
provide more details. The White Paper
and draft legislation will be released in
late 2012. The legislation is expected
to be introduced into Parliament
in early 2013 (See also Councillors
feedback on p14)

2 FOR 1
OFFER!

PRESENT THIS AD AND WHEN
YOU PURCHASE YOUR DRINK
RECEIVE A 2ND FREE!
VALID AFTER 6 PM MON - FRI AND ALL DAY SAT-SUN. TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY

115 Reserve Rd (Cnr Gore Hill Freeway) Artarmon
www.freewayhotel.com.au
Phone us on 9437 0000
Plenty of parking
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Enjoy spring but plan garden for summer by Mollie Shelley

A

s I write we are in mid winter,
a season when we have had
plenty of rain – the Primulas
are coming into flower, Wattles are
blooming, the earliest of the Magnolia
trees are bursting their buds, the
Camellias have never been better,
Hyacinths, Snowflakes and Daffodils
are doing their bit and some of the tall
Begonias in sheltered places are in full
flower.
Soon it will be Spring - Prunus
and Cherry blossoms, Crabapples,
Rondeletias, Spirea (May),
Philadelphus (Mock Orange), Azaleas,
Cliveas, native Orchids, Polyanthus,
Wistaria, Bluebells and a host of other
bulbs, shrubs and annuals will burst
into flower although, at the moment, it
looks like some of the flowering may
be later than usual because of the cold
winter.
Enjoy their brief appearances while
they are here, because in three to four
months we will be looking at a Sydney
summer, usually ushered in by a magnificent display of lilac Jacarandas in
early November.
The pundits are predicting a hot, dry
summer. My garden diaries record that
in recent years we had some occasional
October and November days of temperatures over 30C. There are many

entries mentioning damaging winds so
while you enjoy your spring garden,
prepare it for whatever this summer
chooses to throw at it.
Once more I want to talk about
Artarmon soils because good and
appropriate garden soil is the basic
need of all plants. Artarmon is situated
on a lens of Wianamatta shale, which
lies over the Hawkesbury sandstone.
That accounts for the heavy clay most
of us encounter when we dig over a

Cartoon: Wendy Bishop

new or neglected plot. The clay soils
extend through much of the higher
areas of Artarmon and Chatswood
but peter out where the sandstone is
exposed on ridges and in gullies. This
is why Artarmon Reserve has examples of both types of soil.
Clay soils have both advantages
and disadvantages. The bad news is
they are difficult to work when either
too wet or too dry. Too wet and they

are heavy and stick to your gardening tools; too dry and they set like
concrete.
The good news is they are moderately fertile, retain moisture better than
sandstone soils and respond well to
the application of organic fertilisers.
Sandstone soils on the other hand are
forever thirsty and have an insatiable
appetite for fertiliser.
So in Artarmon, you will be well
rewarded for introducing compost to
your gardens. This will help them to
retain moisture in hot weather, particularly if you give the beds a good
covering of any suitable mulch you
can lay your hands on.
If you have just moved to the area
and are unsure what to plant, or perhaps you have struck a dull patch in
your existing garden, take a few walks
around the area and note what is doing
well and what you enjoy in local gardens. See what is in flower and plan to
introduce it to your own by next year.
Do not be too shy to ask owners about
their plants. They will be flattered that
you admired them. Next year someone
could be asking you.
PERMACULTURE NORTH meets 3rd
Monday evening each month in
Lindfield. Contact 1300 887 145 or
info@permaculturenorth.org.au.

St. Vincent de Paul Society – St Ives Region
has urgent need of good clean pre-loved
clothing, bric-a-brac, white goods, furniture
& good quality electrical items.
WE COLLECT
GOOD USED
FURNITURE
Your Support Helps Us
To Help People Grow

We can arrange pick ups
5 days a week. Please
call us to arrange
for collection.
Call Florence or Cathy @ Chatswood
on 9419 4236 or 9419 3599
your
visual
think
tank
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...feedback
In thinking about
what I might say in
my last column for
the Gazette, I had a
look at some of my
earliest contributions
in 2000. Updates
on the shared path through Artarmon
featured pretty regularly, probably
because of the controversy.
Newer and maybe some established
residents might be surprised to learn,
or be reminded of, the orchestrated
and vicious opposition to the Onyx Rd
extension, now called Cordia Way, in
recognition of community champions,
the late Maylean and Capt Pieter
Cordia, who fought so inspiringly for
the principles at stake.
They asserted there were greater
benefits in providing public access to
public land than in selling the drainage
reserve off to its neighbours and for
the first time, signalling sustainable
transport might be accorded a higher
priority in Willoughby’s mobilitytransport planning.
That signal strengthened early
in 2001, when council successfully
petitioned the RTA to install bike
and pedestrian only lights to cross
Mowbray Rd – a first in NSW. I learnt
here a very disturbing basic dynamic
in politics – some people have no
qualms about inspiring fear to control
outcomes. In this case, opening up the
drainage reserve was going to lead to
increased drug addiction, break-ins and
deterioration of heritage values.
The struggle to protect
Willoughby’s beautiful Middle
Harbour foreshores also illustrates how
public-private conflicts inform some of
the most difficult and dangerous local
politics. Some people who own land
down to the water think because we
now have building methods enabling
it, they should be allowed to erode
incrementally, but irrevocably, the
natural heritage which increasingly
need public involvement and
ultimately, legislative protection.
Over the life of at least three
councils, the courage and persistence
of people engaged in championing
the controversial foreshore building
line, in the face of extraordinary

personal vilification, was inspiring.
I am still shocked at the lengths to
which self-interest will go, never
mind the collateral damage, including
expenditure of public funds, trashing
of reputations and destruction of
habitat.
Here on Sydney’s north shore,
where affluence is such, graffiti is
considered our greatest social problem,
we can do a lot more to share our
good fortune with others. I hope the
iconic Concourse development in our
city’s centre will generate a greater
sense of balance as ‘intangible’ culture
and heritage are created, shared and
preserved by all, for all.
- Kate.lamb@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

My eight years
as a councillor
is almost at its
end. As you read
this, council will
be in caretaker
mode awaiting the
elections. My feelings are of a second
retirement, a mixture of anticipation of
new opportunities, more travel in my
case, and reluctance to “let go”.
I believe I leave the council in
good shape: The Concourse is a
resounding success. The building has
won many awards. The acoustics of its
performance spaces are world-class,

as it will continue to be seen from the
calibre of the performers it attracts.
The Concourse will continue to change
the City of Willoughby’s nature and
fulfil its promise as a regional centre
and “heart” for the local community.
Council has changed how it
is financed. Acceptance of our
environmental plans and their
associated rates’ levy has enabled the
initiation of several strategies to lower
the carbon footprint of the council
and the community. Other initiatives
include local public transport;
water-saving projects; photo-voltaic
electricity generation; and waste
minimisation-recycling strategies.
Environmental activities range from
community-manned bushcare to Better
Business Partnerships for engagement
of regional small business.
Several planning initiatives are being
implemented. With ‘encouragement’
from the NSW Government, we now
have a strategic blueprint for our
future. A new Local Environment Plan
(LEP) provides the blueprint for how
the city’s built facilities will evolve
over coming decades. An internal
audit function has been set up to assist
council to ensure its procedures are
open and transparent.
Willoughby’s community services
remain the envy of most NSW councils
for their range and quality. The central
library at The Concourse has already
had 1m visitors since opening last
September. Willoughby is offering

Join our ClimateClever
community champions
Invest in high quality solar power, solar hot water, heat pump and rainwater
tank systems from specially selected suppliers, and benefit from lower bills
and a reduced carbon footprint at your home, apartment or business.

The ClimateClever Shop is brought to you by:
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Councillors’ feedback
From page 12

We’re Just
Around The
Corner.
From helping you decide how
much storage space you need,
arranging the transportation,
making sure your goods are
safe and sound. We aim to give
you complete peace of mind.
• FREE Truck Hire, FREE Quote
& FREE Delivery of Boxes
(conditions apply)
• Storage for Residential and
Businesses
• 7 Day Access
• Packing Material Available

ARTARMON 1
5 Lanceley Place Artarmon
9906 5005

artarmon1@storageking.com.au
www.storageartarmon.com.au

LANCELEY PLACE

PACIFIC HIGHWAY

CAMPBELL STREET

HIL

LF

RE

RESERVE ROAD

RE

EW
AY

FREDERICK STREET

HERBERT STREET

GO

ROYAL NORTH SHORE
HOPSITAL

ARTARMON 3
8 Frederick Street Artarmon
9436 1233
artarmon3@storageking.com.au
www.artarmonstorage.com.au

LANCELEY PLACE

PACIFIC HIGHWAY

CAMPBELL STREET

RESERVE ROAD

RE

HIL

LF

RE

EW
AY

FREDERICK STREET
BEHIND CAMPBELLS
CASH AND CARRY

ROYAL NORTH SHORE
HOPSITAL

HERBERT STREET

GO

an extended range of branch libraries
now rebranded as community learning
centres. Perhaps a future council will
need to question whether the current
balance between subsidised and userpays services remains appropriate over
the full range of services.
I am truly proud of the quality of
the council staff, which can be gauged
by the achievements listed. Only those
who have been involved in major
projects can appreciate the efforts
needed throughout the organisation to
execute successfully projects such as
The Concourse. I have tried to support
them to the best of my ability, seeing
that they almost invariably strike the
right balance among the needs of a
diverse community and between the
past, present and future. I wish them
every success in the future.
- Barry.Thompson@willoughby.nsw.gov.au
9412 1596 (phone and fax)

Retirement of
Ward Councillors: I
wish to acknowledge
retiring Councillors
Kate Lamb and
Barry Thompson’s
service to the
community, particularly the many,
many years Kate has served on the
council.
The strength of any committeerun organisation is the different
perspectives each brings to the table
–the same applies to our council. My
first council was extremely productive.
There was Kate, Clr Mandy Stevens
and myself, our discussions on
issues created vibrancy in policy
development, which to this day
have resulted in many leading local
government projects. This does not
mean we agreed, rather it was the civil
manner and enthusiasm, in my view,
around these difference opinions which
sparks that creativity. I wish both my
colleagues well and, in particular,
I thank Kate for being a thoughtprovoking colleague for so long.
2012 Local Government Election:
It has been a privilege being one of the
councillors for Naremburn Ward and
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I thank every one for their support,
comments, suggestions and opinions. It
makes the task of representing you that
much easier. I have been honoured and
humbled by the trust you have put in
my fellow ward councillors and me.
NSW planning’s green paper:
raises some key issues for residents
(see p10). There is a long way to
go as the green paper, white paper
and draft legislation still have to be
discussed and decided. The issues to
watch are that existing conservation
zones maintain their equivalent zoning
and residents’ basic rights to make
submissions on DAs next door or in the
immediate neighbourhood affecting
their amenity and homes.
I am persuaded on some of the 23
changes about taking politics out of
the DA approval process and the need
for better compliance with standards,
policies and regional plans. But the
basic concept of retaining what is in
place for land use and preservation of
that status is important as are our basic
rights of expression and advocacy.
It is going to be a challenging
process and community consultation
is going to be important and the
necessary tool for commonsense.
The NSW Government says it wants
consultation so it is vital residents read
the report – go to http://www.planning.
nsw.gov.au/a-new-planning-systemfor-nsw – and participate. I welcome
comments.
– stuart.coppock@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Quiz No 26:
Masonic Hall
ANSWERS
1. 1922
2. NSW United Masonic Lodge grand
master William Thompson
3. Yes
4. Anyone of Bella Beauty Lounge; a
GP; Laing + Simmons Real Estate;
Pizzeria La Stazione; Phillip Chun
& Associates; First Five Minutes;
or Leukemia Foundation of
Australia
Compiled by Eva Wiland, Artarmon
Gazette editor. Questions on page 2
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Sustainable sustenance in Artarmon

B

ack when it started in 2006,
the Artarmon Sustainability
Street group visited Michael
Mobbs’ “sustainable house” in
Chippendale. While displaying
measures to manage energy, water
and waste efficiently, Mobbs identified
his next goal as more sustainable
consumption. Though not as obvious
as water and energy use tallied in
our bills or waste wheeled to the
kerb, the total environmental impacts
from goods we buy are substantial.
Mobbs now declares food “the only
game in town” and is promoting
a new inner-city plan. It includes
measures to support buying locallygrown food, public composting and
community gardens of native trees,
fruit trees, herbs, vegetables and other
plants in road verge, vertical and
rooftop gardens (see http://theplan.
sustainablehouse.com.au/food)
Meanwhile, there are mixed signs
for food sustainability in Artarmon.
Those who value shopping locally for
seasonal, locally-grown food would
have been saddened to read in May’s
Gazette (p6) of green grocer John
Saraceno’s death and how businesses
like Artarmon Fruit Market which
for years has offered locals organic
produce and free range eggs raised in
the Sydney food bowl are struggling
to survive. Their challenges include,
not only supermarket dominance
and increased consumer reliance on
processed and fast foods, but the
progressive tide of urban sprawl

wiping out agriculture on the city’s
fringe.
Some other nearby examples of
outlets for organic or locally-grown
food include Honest to Goodness
at George Place, Artarmon (see
February Gazette, p7)), and the

Snow peas grow readily in Artarmon and, rotated
with other vegetables, help restore the soil. Here a
home-made bamboo climbing frame will support
them as they get bigger/Photo: Neil Irvine]

organic and farmers market held
each Saturday at Chatswood Public
School (see http://www.willoughby.
nsw.gov.au/Whats-On/Local-Markets/
Organic-Food---Farmers-Market)
There is renewed interest in
community gardening in Artarmon
and council support is now sought
for a proposal to expand the garden
outside Artarmon library and focus on
food production. New volunteers will
be needed to help plan and plant the
new no-dig garden, then to maintain

Artarmon Flower Shop
116 Hampden Road, Artarmon
ph 9413 3206

aka Northside Flowers
www.northsideflowers.com.au

Beautiful fresh flowers, plants and gifts
Arranged by people who love what they do
Delivered throughout Sydney & Australia wide

Check out our new website!
Open 8.30am - 7.00pm weekdays, 8.30am - 4.00pm Saturdays

by Alethea Morison

and water it. This is an opportunity for
practical learning about sustainable
gardening techniques and what food
plants can flourish in Artarmon,
under the mentorship of residents with
expertise and long experience. A first
meeting with prospective volunteers
is hoped for at the end of August.
Anyone interested should contact Lena
on 0415 295 323 or Eve on 9412 3296.
Another positive sign for Artarmon
is the increase in private gardens
producing food and applying
sustainable growing techniques. One
example is Craig and Georgina’s
garden in Burra Rd. The couple
briefed a professional landscaper to
devise a plan but has done all the
labour themselves. They adopted
a set of principles relevant for
many Artarmon gardens, including
retaining some of the existing plants
and character of the garden, making it
productive and keeping it in harmony
with the adjacent bush.
Along with native and ornamental
plants, the garden includes herbs, fruit
trees, vegetable beds in which crops
are alternated to re-enrich the soil
and a chook run with three residents.
One of its more spectacular features
is echinacea flowers when in bloom.
Beds are laid out to maximise solar
access for sun-loving plants and large
water tank occupies a shady corner. It
roughly follows permaculture zonings
– herbs close to the house, vegetable
beds behind and livestock on the back
fence, farthest from the house.
A very rich source of information
for those interested in this big and
diverse topic is the sustainable living
collection in Artarmon Library.
There are also many websites worth
checking, such as permaculturenorth.
org.au and the Office of
Environment and Heritage site www.
lovefoodhatewaste.nsw.gov.au
When one delves into the literature,
it is obvious that few ideas on food
sustainability are new. No sooner had
we bought chooks than an elderly
neighbour, who’s lived all her life in
our street, told us the clucking was
very nostalgic, there having once
been chooks all along the backs of the
houses. There is, however, one change
since those days to be thankful for:
“No roosters permitted”.
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What’s on

Talking 2064
• Thoughts and prayers are with ex
APA president Michelle Sloane and
her family on their loss of Michelle’s
father, Michael Sloane, who passed
away on July 20, at age 84.
• Heartfelt sympathies also go to
APA president Ross Dickson and
the Dickson family in Burra Rd for
the loss of their beloved mother,
grandmother, great-grandmother
and great-great-grandmother Edna
Benfield, who passed away on July
19, at age 90.
• Wendy Grant from Artarmon
Playgroup thanks all those who have
generously donated money and toys
to the playgroup – it has been greatly
appreciated.
• Congratulations to Wayne Marriott
(Marriott Lane Real Estate MD),
who competed at the World
Masters athletics championships
in Jyväskylä, Finland last April,
coming 6th in 60m hurdles; 8th in
long jump; 20th in 200m and 21st in
60m sprints – well done!
• Artarmon’s lack of before and after
school care (BASC) remains desperate

(see February Gazette, p6). An
APS P&C BASC subcommittee is
investigating options and has set up a
survey on https://www.surveymonkey.
com/s/ArtarmonBASC.
• Welcome to new businesses in
Artarmon: Maria Gavranich has started
Pilates classes at the bowling club on
Saturdays at 9:30am, bookings: 0412
266 567; nutritionist Nutrition 123 has
opened at Level 1, 70 Hampden Rd; and
there’s a new café at 53 Dickson Ave.
• Our rabbit problem does not appear to
have been resolved and residents want
a long-term solution like mandatory
neutering.
• In the meantime, a vicious cat has been
reported “on the prowl”. Perhaps council
should trap and relocate it to the rabbitinfested streets.
• North Shore LAC’s SC Matt Jewell told
the Gazette a Wilkes Ave restaurant had
a break and enter. We understand it was
Sushi-Ya.
* Send your news, views and reviews to:
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au;
tweet to @gazette_editor; or “like” us
on facebook/APAsite

Tues, 10:30-11;30am; Thurs, 9:30-10:30:
Yoga classes - Willoughby Leisure Centre,
139 Artarmon Rd.
Mon, 10:15-11am; 11:15am-12pm:
Pre-school story time – Artarmon Library.
Sat, Aug 18, 8pm: Peter Byrne in Hot
August Night recreation – The Concourse.
Bookings Ticketek: 1300 795 012.
Sun, Aug 19, 9am-2pm:
Artarmonfest – Artarmon Bowling Club.
Go to http://www.artarmoncommunity.org.au
Sat, Aug 25, 2:30-4pm: Francis Webb
poetry reading – The Concourse Library.
Inquiries: 9777 7900.
Sept 7-8, 12pm:
NSSWE Spring Festival – The Concourse.
Bookings Ticketek: 1300 795 012.
Sun, Sept 9, 9am-1pm: Bushcare
major day out. Inquiries: 9777 7877.
Fri, Sept 14, 9pm:
Vienna Boys Choir – The Concourse.
Bookings Ticketek: 1300 795 012.
Sat, Sept 15, 10am-4pm:
Chatswood Spring Fair.
Sat, Sept 15, 10am: Rock the fair local
school competition – The Concourse.
Sat, Sept 22: Willoughby fun run
– Inquiries: 9958 5799.
Sat, Oct 13, 8pm: Julie Morris in
No Judgement – The Concourse.
Bookings Ticketek: 1300 795 012

Pilates
Super Spring Special #1

Super Spring Special #2

Pilates

3 Month

8 Visit Class Pass

Membership

Pre-Paid

Only $99

Now $199

Classes start Sept 1st *

Usually $294 : Save $99
Includes Fitness Assessment & Exercise Program
Offer Expires September 15

Pass valid until October 31st : Bookings Essential
Subject to minimum class size of 6 participants
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real estate news
By Wayne Marriott, Principal, Marriott Lane Real Estate
10 year comparison of Artarmon house sales
Price ($)

2002/03

2003/04

2004/5

2005/6

2006/7

2007/8

2008/9

2009/10

2010/11

2011/12

Under 800,000

5 (13%)

2 (5%)

6 (17%)

6 (17%)

3 (8%)

3 (9%)

2 (6%)

800,000-999,999

15(39%)

17 (39%)

3 (9%)

1 (3%)

8 (24%)

5 (15%)

5 (16%)

3 (8%)

2 (5%)

6 (19%)

1,000,000-1,199,999 11(29%)

11 (25%)

9 (26%)

9 (25%)

10 (30%)

1 (3%)

3 (9%)

7 (18%)

4 (11%)

2 (6%)

1,200,000-1,399,999

5 (13%)

9 (20%)

11 (31%)

11 (32%)

7 (21%)

6 (18%)

6 (20%)

7 (18%)

9 (24%)

6 (19%)

1,400,000-1,599,999

1 (3%)

3 (7%)

3 (8%)

5 (14%)

3 (8%)

4 (12%)

6 (20%)

8 (21%)

6 (16%)

9 (29%)

1,600,000-1,799,999

1 (3%)

1 (2%)

2 (6%)

2 (8%)

2 (6%)

5 (15%)

6 (20%)

9 (24%)

5 (13%)

3 (10%)

1 (3%)

6 (16%)

2 (6%)

1,800,000-1,999,999

3 (9%)

2,000,000-2,199,999

1(2%)

2,200,000+
Total Volume

1 (3%)

2 (6%)

1 (3%)

4 (11%)

1 (3%)

1 (3%)

1 (3%)

2 (6%)

6 (18%)

2 (6%)

2 (5%)

2 (5%)

2 (6%)

38

44

35

35

35

34

32

38

38

31

Total Sales

$38.9m

$48.4m

$40.7m

$41.9m

$40.9m

$51.7m

$44.7m

$55.2m

$58.9m

$44.4m

Median Price

$1,024k

$1,108k

$1,200k

$1,193k

$1,230k

$1,525k

$1,413k

$1,427k

$1,536k

$1,432k

E & OE This information in this table has been extracted and compiled using the records of the Valuer General’s department and our sources. It is deemed reliable but is not guaranteed.

The 31 house sales in the 2011/2012 financial year were at a
twelve year low. The volume and median price were very similar
to the market results three years back.
The method of sale statistics were: 9 before auction, 9 at
auction, 6 after auction and 7 by private treaty. This gives an
auction clearance rate of 75% which is significantly better than
the typical Sydney figure around 50%. Most properties that were
offered for sale, did sell.
Since the GFC in 2008, the top end of the local residential real
estate market has been flat or slightly falling. This is in contrast
to the lower priced units and townhouses where there have
been impressive increases over the same period. Artarmon
houses appear destined to remain in this holding pattern for the
foreseeable future. Lower interest rates don’t inevitably lead
to higher prices in the short term. There is the initial message
that translates into the perception that interest rates are being
reduced only because the economic outlook is weak. The
second message comes later and relates to a sustained low cost
of money causing a desire to borrow and invest in real estate.
The simple word for this is confidence and at the moment there
is not enough of it around, but it will return soon enough.

ARTARMON OFFICE
110 Hampden Road, Artarmon NSW 2064
Phone: 02 9411 7299 Fax: 02 9413 1214
Email: artarmon@marriottlane.com.au

The residential unit sector has been relatively static in price
over the past 18 months after two very strong years of price
increases. Government incentives have also been scaled back.
First homebuyers are still the major force in this segment of the
market and also Asian investment being increasingly apparent.
Rentals are still strong and vacancy levels are very low.
Legislated changes for residential leases have been with us
for 18 months. Some of the more onerous changes for owners
relate to selling a tenanted property or asking the tenant for
vacant possession. Marriott Lane manages many hundreds
of properties in the vicinity and we are happy to give you
guidance in any aspects of renting, including a free rental value
assessment.
Marriott Lane collects the most comprehensive and accurate
property sales data that is available to the general public.
To see the up to date details of properties sold in Artarmon
and many other suburbs in the vicinity, plus general suburbstatistics, go to our website - www.marriottlane.com.au. You
will find the information under the red Suburb Sales tab.

CROWS NEST OFFICE
61 Alexander Street, Crows Nest NSW 2065
Phone: 02 9906 2300 Fax: 02 9906 2322
Email: crowsnest@marriottlane.com.au ABN 65056655577

Re si d e n t al S ale s a n d Pr o p e r t y M a n a g e r s • w w w. m a r ri o t t la n e .c o m . a u

