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The Concourse, Chatswood’s $171m big heart
by Jane Rowley 

Artarmon and other Willoughby 
City residents will soon have their 
first opportunity to view The 

Concourse, Willoughby City Council’s 
$171m redevelopment in the heart of the 
Chatswood commercial district. 

A community open day will be held 
on Saturday, September 10 as part of 
the StreetFair. Members of the public 
are invited to see inside the 1,000-
seat concert hall, 500-seat theatre and 
5,000sq m state of the art library. 

WCC acting general manager Greg 
Woodhams predicts residents will be 
delighted with the results. “We wanted to 
have a heart and soul in Chatswood and 
we’ve delivered on a big heart and a whole 
lot of soul,” he told the Artarmon Gazette. 

In addition to the library, concert hall 
and theatre, the site also boasts a civic 
pavilion, studio, rehearsal rooms, an 
orchestra room and art space together 
with retail and dining facilities. 

According to Woodhams, the biggest 
challenge was fitting everything on the 
wish list onto the site. “The expectations 
of our community were so enormous 
with relation to this site but we rose to the 
challenge,” he said. “It’s on budget and 
on time and the delivery of the product 
is outstanding. The builders and project 
managers have done a fantastic job to bring 
this extraordinary venture to completion.” 

Another challenge was equipping a 
library that was almost three times the 
size of the original. The new Chatswood 
library will be one of the biggest in 
Australia and features separate study 
areas, meeting rooms, training facilities 
and a multilingual collection in more 
than 10 languages. 

State of the art library technologies, 
including self-checkouts and an 

automated sorting system, will free 
staff from some time-consuming and 
tedious tasks, enabling them to interact 
more with library users. 

But spending money on all this tech-
nology does not mean the collection 
will be on the lean side. “Over time 
we’ve been putting money away in 
reserve under ‘book stock’ so that when 
it’s opened there’s not going to be five 
books on the shelf,” Woodhams said.

Much effort has also been applied 
to ensure the green credentials of the 
site, including the integration of one of 
Australia’s biggest stormwater reclama-
tion systems. Up to 5ML water can be 
stored on site and will be used throughout 
The Concourse for grey water purposes. 

When first proposed, and in the initial 
stages of development, the council bore 
criticism in relation to costing and project 
management. However, Woodhams is 
confident critics will find little to exploit. 
“I think the critics played an important 
role in driving us to succeed in this 

project,” he said. “They had a legitimate 
right to say to council, ‘prove to us that 
this going to work’. I think we’ve shown 
that we were able to bring the whole of 
the package together very successfully.” 

NSW Governor, Prof Marie Bashir 
will officially open The Concourse on 
Saturday, September 17, at 4:30pm. 

The Concourse… at heart of community
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GAZETTE Editorial

Letter to the editor

As I write this from the shores of Lake Constance, in 
Austria, my thoughts and prayers go to relatives and 
friends in Norway. My birth country is in deep mourning 

over the killing of 76 Norwegians in the Oslo bombing and mas-
sacre at Utøya’s Labour youth camp on July 22 – named “long 
Friday” – which will go down in that peace-loving country’s history as the most 
deadly atrocity since its German occupation in WWII.

Since leaving Australia at the end of May, I have had occasion to be grateful for 
living in the safe and stable community Australia is. Before coming here to Lake 
Constance, I spent 10 days in Greece, which was an experience of “close shaves”, 
getting out of Athens and catching the last ferry to the Greek islands before the 
riots put the city to a standstill for almost at week and on return managing to get a 
hire car to the airport for my flight out of Greece before striking taxi drivers started 
blocking the roads. 

But there is nothing like a visit to Europe – especially after having wandered 
among the ancient ruins of Acropolis – to bring home the importance of preserving 
our heritage for future generations. 

APA’s Artarmon web history project (see APA needs your help on historic project, 
p9) is a very worthwhile and exciting initiative, which I urge our readers to support. 
Knowledge of our community’s history – the people who were there before us, their 
activities and the stories of the buildings we walk past each day – gives us a sense of 
pride, unity and belonging. I urge all our readers who have any meaningful records, 
whether they be photographs, any written records or oral history to contribute.

- Eva Wiland, editor@artarmonprogress.org.au

“supporting the Artarmon community spirit”
leadership • advertising • delivery • and more!

Let’s talk about how you could help! 
Please contact editor@artarmonprogress.org.au.

I refer to a current application to Willoughby City Council to establish another pizza 
outlet, this time in Broughton Road. (see Artarmon@Council, p4). As a long-time 
Artarmon resident, I would like to encourage the WCC planning authorities to take a 
broader and more innovative view of development in the Artarmon retail precinct. 

The latest approvals continue to create a concentration of fast food and mini mart 
outlets in the area at the expense of more diverse and interesting retail outlets that 
one could imagine would attract people and street life to our neighbourhood and 
make this a place for the community.

There are already several fast food outlets and my question is: “Do we really need 
yet another pizza shop?” I could certainly imagine a much more interesting future 
for this area!

– Charl Pienaar



Artarmon GAZETTE Edition 55 - August 2011  3

A note from the president Robert Newman

How time flies. It only seems 
like last month I was writing 
my first note as president. All 

the new executive committee mem-
bers and I are now well worn into our 
respective roles.

Marianne Nestor has stepped down 
from her role as convenor of the herit-
age committee after many years. She 
oversaw the committee’s latest project, 
Amazing Stories: the history of our 
local businesses (see last Gazette); 
past events, including Leadlights of 
Artarmon; and open house visits to 
local heritage houses with the help of 
her long-serving committee members 
Margot McKay and Helen Wheeler. The 
open house visits was an eye-opener 
for me, seeing how appearances can 
deceive, because behind many a small 
federation facade is a big modern home.

This year will be one of consolida-
tion for the heritage committee, when 
the information gathered over the years 
is transferred into a more accessible 
format (see APA needs your help in 
historic project, p8). Katie Walshe, 
who joined the heritage committee this 
year, has described herself as the filing 
cabinet for the Amazing Stories pro-
ject. She is preparing material for the 
transition to the website.

Initial planning has started on APA’s 
2012 Artarmon fair, which looks to 
be held around May as usual. Any 
successful event needs the support of 
the local community – not just to turn 

up on the day but volunteers to help 
organise and staff stalls; stall holders 
to book and pay in advance for their 
stalls; and local business sponsors who 
commit early, easing uncertainty as we 
plan the event. The fair’s main purpose 
is to give local community organisa-
tions the chance to raise awareness and 
funds and of course, for the kids to 
have fun.

Parking continues to be an issue. 
Ironically, a resident from my neigh-
bourhood in May addressed the execu-
tive committee about workers parking 
in the local streets. Also in May, a resi-
dent whose household owns five cars, 
three of them parked on the street close 

to where I park for 
work, put a note on 
my car asking me 
to stop parking in 
front of their house. 
I have friends who 
used to have plenty 
of street parking. 
But increasingly, local residents park on 
the street, many finding it is more con-
venient than using their garages, which 
have become storage. They now lack 
street parking so you just cannot win.

On Saturday, September 10, is the 
Willoughby Spring Fair. The APA will 
have a stall at the fair so make sure 
you pop in and say hello. 

Artarmon Progress Association

Public Information Meeting 

August 31, 7:30pm
Artarmon Community Hall 

(behind church building)

139 Artarmon Rd

Speaker: NSW Member 

for Willoughby and 

Transport Minister 

Gladys Berejiklian

Quiz No 22: 

What’s in the Gazette 
(look for clues inside this issue) 

Questions

1. Who will officially open The 

Concourse on September 17, at 

4:30pm?

2. Who turned 100 last month?

3. How many Affordable Housing 

dwellings approved in Willoughby LGA 

since 2009?

4. When did Artarmon’s first Post Office 

open?

Answers: p15

DEVELOPING INNER BALANCE
Would you like to develop your innate ability to
live with more inner balance, peace and vitality?

JOIN the thousands of people worldwide who have learned MINDFULNESS and learn to:

• deal better with stressful situations and life challenges
• reduce stress, anxiety, low moods and irritability

• improve your immune function and reduce chronic pain
• develop a greater sense of connectedness and purpose

• increase your psychological and physical wellbeing and resilience

The next 8-week course starts on Wed 19 October (6:30 – 9pm)
Where: Willoughby Community Centre, 139 Artarmon Rd, Artarmon

For more info, visit www.openground.com.au or ph: 0401 904 995

Openground
Training & Consulting
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Artarmon @ Council by Plamen Basarov

Pizza wars: Eagle Boys Pizza 
lodged an application (DA-2011/279) 
on July 18 for a shop fit out, signage 
and change of use of the former video 
shop at 3/2A Broughton Road (Shop 
3). Trading hours will be 11am-11pm 
on Sundays and 11am to 12am on 
weekdays. Although the development 
would not have any dramatic impact on 
the public, it is worth noting Artarmon 
is already well served with three pizza 
outlets. Eagle Boys is a 335-store 
Australian-owned national chain. In 
Artarmon, it plans to hire 14 staff. The 
outlet will have four car spaces in the 
common parking at the back, two of 
which are for the manager and delivery 
van and the other two for customers. 
However, 65% of customer pick-up is 
expected from Broughton Road, which 
might lead to increased competition 
for parking. 

The following DAs have been 
submitted to council and are not 
expected to have any adverse effect on 
the general public: 
•	 (DA-2011/303),	4	Carlotta	St:	use	

of premises for three separate and 
independent childcare centres.

•	 (DA-2011/311),	41	Sheppard	Rd:	
alterations and additions to existing 
dwelling.

•	 (DA-2011/289),	45	Burra	Rd:	
alterations and additions to rear of 
existing dwelling, including internal 
layout changes, rear patio and 
pergola and front veranda.

•	 (DA-2011/299),	9	Coree	Rd,	
alterations and additions to existing 
dwelling, including habitable area 
to attic level, new swimming pool, 
fencing, terrace, garage, replace 
existing driveway and fencing.

•	 (DA-2011/275),	61	Elizabeth	St:	
alteration and addition to the rear 
of existing dwelling, including 1st 
floor addition, new swimming pool, 
timber decks and carport. 

•	 DA-2011/282),	127	Artarmon	Rd:	
proposed in-ground pool in back 
yard of Carlos Rd

•	 (DA-2010/218),	56	Tindale	St:	
modification of existing terrace to 
include roof over paved area 

•	 (DA-2010/206),	42	Stafford	St:	
alteration and addition to existing 
dwelling and for new swimming 
pool.

(See also p7) 

Monday to Thursday

HAPPY 
HOUR

4pm to 5pm

Mondays

Members’ 
Draw 

Win up to $3,000

Wednesdays

Fame 
Trivia 

Register at 7.30pm

Fridays

FREE
Office Party

from 5pm
(min 6 people)

Fridays
TEXAS POKER

@ 4PM
AND ONE
@ 7PM

WITH A $1000
PRIZE POOL

Saturdays
TAB & ALL 

SPORTS
on

20 Big Screens

Sundays
$10 Steak, Fries

& a Republic Beer
12-2pm

TANGO
4pm to 6pm

Thursdays

POOL
COMP 

Register at 7.30pm

Tuesdays

Texas 
Poker 
Register at 6pm

Freeway Brasserie
Simply Great Food

     115 Reserve Rd (Cnr Gore Hill Freeway) Artarmon
www.freewayhotel.com.au | 9437 0000

COUPON: GLASS OF
WINE OR BEER

Bring this coupon to receive your 
COMPLIMENTARY glass of beer or 
wine with each Main Course purchased 
by 31 August 2011. (Conditions apply)

“What’s on at the Freeway”

COVER 
BANDS
7pm every 

Friday

For twenty years,
Physiotherapist Ann
Liebert has run her
practice in Artarmon,
specialising in:

•  Back pain
•  Musculo-skeletal pain
•  Sports injuries
•  Occupational-related pain
•  Neck headaches

SUITE 6
110 HAMPDEN ROAD 

ARTARMON
PH: 9419 3404
FAX: 9419 2880

PHYSIOTHERAPY

ANN LIEBERT

Physiotherapist
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Artarmon Public School (APS) is 
building a community of win-
ners. Leading by example are 

parents and carers involved in the mul-
ticultural committee’s beginner English 
classes. Averaging 17 participants a 
week, the classes have been so success-
ful that, despite losing Department of 
Education funding, the program is set to 
expand in the second half of this year. 

The Parents and Citizens committee is 
meeting the cost of materials and resourc-
es while two new teachers will volunteer 
their time and expertise. Lee Young is 
an ESL (English as a Second language) 
teacher and native Korean speaker. 

Mandy Zhang speaks Mandarin and is 
a member of the Willoughby City Council 
(WCC)’s Mosaic Centre. In addition, APS 
will join with Chatswood Public School 
(CPS), which ran a similar course. APS 
will host beginner lessons and intermedi-
ate students will attend class at CPS.  

Multicultural committee co-conven-
er Gwyn Denton says everybody wins. 
“Community breeds community,” 
she said. “Parents attending the class 
wanted to give back to the school. 
They have covered numerous books for 
the school library and taken over the 
management of lost property.”  

Assistant principal Caroline Alford said 
the classes had benefited the school. “The 
fact that parents have a better understand-
ing of English allows them to participate 
more in the school community which 
supports the children and also helps the 
parents connect with each other.” 

Connecting with each other through 
understanding was also the theme at the 
multicultural perspectives public speak-
ing competition, which APS students 
contested. Tony Davey from The Arts 
Unit of the Department of Education and 
Communities said the competition had 
two distinct aims. “Firstly it provides an 
opportunity for students to develop confi-
dence – it’s the only state-wide speaking 
competition for primary school students – 
and secondly, it encourages them to think 
about multicultural issues,” he said, Year 
5 APS student Daniel Selvadurai won his 
section and will now join 81 speakers at 
the regional finals. 

Three APS athletes – Lewis Clabburn, 
Kevin Yang & Claire Eaton – are also 
heading for competition finals. They will 
compete in the School Sports Australia 

Annual Athletics Championship in Darwin 
in the Northern Territory later this year. 
Lewis will compete in 100m and 200m 
running events while Kevin and Claire 
will contest the discus and shot put. 

According to Regional Sports 
Organiser Peter Tomlin it is a notewor-
thy result. “There are approximately 
110 places in the state team,” he said. 
“Students from all schools – public, cath-
olic, private and independent –compete 
for a place so to have three students from 
the one school make the NSW athletics 
team is an outstanding achievement.” 

Members of the school band pro-
gram are also dedicated achievers. The 
Concert Band and Stage Band recently 
participated in the Dicksons’ Yamaha 
Band Festival. The festival hosts 
entrants from all over the state and this 
year more than 300 bands participated. 

Mark Strykowski, the festival’s edu-
cation and schools’ manager said the 
festival was unique because entrants 
received valuable feedback on their 
performance. “After the band has 
played an adjudicator goes backstage 
and holds a mini-workshop with them. 
It’s valuable information which helps 
them improve and refine their perfor-
mance,” he said. The APS Stage Band 
and the APS Concert Band were both 
awarded Gold in their categories, add-
ing to a cache of awards, which reflects 
their commitment and high standards.

Gold was also awarded to a talented 
team of APS gymnasts who recently won 
medals at the NSW State Championships 

for Gymnastics Sports Acrobatics. Lauren 
Ward, Anna Dutschke and Samantha 
Anderson won their section for trios with 
a routine that included tumbling, rolling, 
standing on and jumping off each other’s 
thighs and backs.

The school anticipates large numbers 
of children at the kindergarten orienta-
tion program. Enrolling students for 
2012 are invited to spend the morning 
at “big school”. 

The next kindergarten orientation day is 
on November 9. Prospective parents can 
also join a school tour on September 7 or 
October 25 and experience for themselves 
a school community, which encourages a 
winning attitude. 

School builds winning community by Jane Rowley

Lauren Ward, Anna Dutschke and 
Samantha Anderson … winning trio

Group Mat Classes
Tuesday Evenings 6pm and 7pm
(Bookings Essential)
St Basils, 6 Broughton Rd, Artarmon

Private Sessions on
specialised pilates equipment

By Appointment

For more information
contact Jo on
0407 485 468
or email
joanne@freespiritpilates.com.au
www.freespiritpilates.com.au

WHICH HUE
Colour Consulting and

Interior Decorating
in Artarmon

contact Margot McKay

t 9413 1058   m 0402 855 299

www.whichhue.com.au

thethink
outsidesquare
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Parkes Rd Artarmon resident Elsa 
Sakk celebrated her 100th birth-
day in June at the Freeway Hotel, 

surrounded by 20 friends and family.
She was somewhat overcome by 

reaching such a milestone in her life, 
which was recognised by messages 
from Queen Elizabeth II, Governor 
General Quentin Bryce, Premier 
Barry O’Farrell and her local member 
Anthony Roberts.

She was born on June 8, 1911, in 
Narva, Estonia to blacksmith Johannes 
Sakk and his wife Rosalie Koll. 

The middle of three children, she had an 
older and younger brother (both deceased). 
Elsa remembers the blacksmith’s family 
lived by a beautiful waterfall. 

But when Europe’s political unrest 
turned to war in 1939, her life, like those 
of all who lived in Estonia at the time, 
became intertwined with the events of 
WWII, which determined her destiny. 

Estonia had declared itself as neu-
tral, but that was not to be. In 1940, 
Estonia was occupied by the Red 
Army and in 1941, by the German 
Army. The Sakk family survived the 
turmoil of war-torn Europe but Elsa 
and her younger brother were never to 
live in Estonia again. 

At the end of the war, while trying to 
return to Estonia, they made their way 
to the now partitioned Berlin. They were 
too late to enter the American sector and 
ended up in the United Nations Relief 
and Rehabilitation Administration refu-
gee camp in the Russian sector. 

Just as the iron curtain was descend-
ing, Elsa, her father, younger brother 
and sister-in-law were able to escape 
from Berlin to Kassel, in American-
occupied, west-Germany. Here refu-
gees were able to put their names on 
lists for transport and resettlement in 
England, USA, Canada and other little-
known countries. 

The family put their names on the 
shortest list they could find - Australia - 
the most obscure country. In 1948, Elsa 
arrived in Sydney by British transport 
ship and was reunited with her younger 
brother and sister-in-law who had 
arrived several months earlier. 

Elsa began a new life in Australia train-
ing as a nurse. She became an Australian 

citizen in the 1950s and 
worked in several psychiat-
ric and general hospitals in 
Sydney, the Blue Mountains 
and Lake Macquarie, 
where she made many 
lifelong friends. 

She always enjoyed 
travel and spent her 
holidays travelling around 
Australia or the world. 
Through letters and par-
cels, she kept in close 
contact with friends and 
relatives in Estonia. 

Travel to Estonia was 
very difficult because 
Estonia was now part 
of USSR and behind the iron curtain. 
But through persistence and extensive 
planning she managed to visit family 
in Estonia although she was not able to 
travel beyond the capital city Tallinn.

In 1977, Elsa retired from nursing 
at Concord Hospital and moved to her 
current home in Artarmon. 

After the fall of the iron curtain, 
Estonia reclaimed its independence on 
August 20, 1991. Two weeks later, Elsa, 
together with her niece Viva Howell, hus-
band Ian and family travelled to Estonia.

For the first time in 50 years, she 
could finally visit the town and home 
of her childhood. It was a fascinating 
time to visit. 

Monuments of national importance 
that had been buried when the country 
was invaded were being excavated and 
restored. 

Churches that had been abandoned 
during Soviet rule were actively being 
restored. Impromptu soapbox political 
speeches were commonplace on city 
street corners and in parks. 

Elsa continues to live independently 
in Artarmon and is fiercely independ-
ent despite some difficulty in hearing 
and reduced eyesight.   

She is an excellent cook and still 
makes meals for her niece’s family and 
loves going out to lunch or dinner with 
friends and family. 

Long-time Artarmon resident celebrates 100
by Valerie MacMillan

WE COLLECT
GOOD USED
FURNITURE

St. Vincent de Paul Society – St Ives Region
has urgent need of good clean pre-loved 
clothing, bric-a-brac, white goods, furniture 
& good quality electrical items.

We can arrange pick ups 
5 days a week. Please 

call us to arrange 
for collection.

Call Florence or Cathy @ Chatswood 
on 9419 4236 or 9419 3599

Your Support Helps Us
To Help People Grow

Artarmon centenarian … surrounded 
by friends and family: 

front row, L-R: Josephine Kerr, Elsa Sakk, Peggy Kerr; 
back row, L-R: Dianne West, Gabriella May, 

Valerie McMillan, Judy McColl
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Free disposal of community sharps

96 Hampden Road, Artarmon
Phone 9419 6880 Fax 9419 6868

Email nloganpa@bigpond.net.au
Web www.pharmacistadvice.com.au

Nick Logan Pharmacist Advice is supporting a Willoughby City 
Council initiative to provide a FREE sharps disposal program for 
the local community.

This program is available to anyone for the safe disposal of used 
syringes, needles and lancets.

Simply visit the pharmacy and pick up a FREE yellow sharps container 
and when it is full you can drop it into the disposal bin in store.

Our staff will be delighted to help you and we are open SEVEN days.

Be a community sharps

Safety Stickler
with all used syringes, needles and lancets

BD's "Spike the echidna" reproduced with the permission of Becton, Dickinson Pty Ltd. BD©2004

Affordable Housing: Council 
officers are still negotiating with 
the Department of Planning and 
Infrastructure on how the draft WLEP 
(see November Gazette, pp1&5) – 
particularly its affordable housing 
(AH) provisions – conforms to the 
standard LEP template. According 
to general manager Nick Tobin last 
month, June timing for gazettal has 
been delayed most likely until August.

Currently, WCC requires 4% of 
floor space to AH, or contribution, 
for essential workers such as school 
teachers, police, firemen, nurses, 
etc who cannot otherwise afford to 
live in the local area but work in 
Artarmon and other Willoughby local 
government areas (see Councillors 
Feedback, Kate Lamb, p12). 

Council has requested the NSW 
government, after it removed the 
councils program for housing in 2009 
under the state environment planning 
policy (SEPP), for agreement to 
continue its existing AH policy. 

The draft WLEP 2009 proposes 

also to exclude the AH unit area 
from the floor space ratio calculation 
if council is satisfied a development 
incorporating AH will not cause 
adverse impacts on adjoining 
properties such as overshadowing, bulk 
and scale. 

But former NSW Planning Minister 
Tony Kelly said he was not “prepared 
to support” council’s request because 
the AH policy did not conform to the 
state environment planning policy 
for AH (AHSEPP) which “relies 
on incentives, rather than impose 
contributions, to provide AH”.

The Gazette understands since 2009, 
Willoughby has had only one AH 
application determined (by approval) 
and there are two outstanding 
applications, one of which is close to 
Artarmon, in Talus Street, Naremburn, 
which only has three out of 13 units 
earmarked as AH.

Channel 9 site: At this stage, 
the Channel 9 project appears to be 
at a standstill. According to WCC 
environmental services director Greg 

Woodhams, after council officers 
again approached the consultants 
representing Nine Entertainment Co, 
they were advised the project’s current 
status was unchanged and that the 
company was still focussing on its 
other business activities. At this stage, 
the consultants had not been instructed 
to proceed any further with the 
Channel 9 site’s design and planning. 
Yet, the NSW Government still 
considers plans for the development 
too far advanced to be repealed from 
Part 3A of the planning laws and 
returned to council (see Councillors 
Feedback, Barry Thompson, p12). 

Council wins: WCC was awarded 
a Green Globe Award on July 26 by 
the NSW Government – the second 
of probably more to come – for its 
sustainability initiatives, which includes 
a first for an Australian local council, the 
installation of a 165kW co-generation 
system at the Leisure Centre which will 
save 600t of greenhouse gas emissions 
and about $40,000 a year in energy bills  
(see Councillors feedback, pp12-13). 

Watch this space by Eva Wiland, Artarmon Gazette editor
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Amazing Stories: Artarmon Post Office

1909: The first Artarmon Post Office 
opens in a general store where 
7-Eleven is now located. Mr Greatrex 
who ran the store was the first 
postmaster.

1909: James Hall takes over as general 
store operator and postmaster.

1915: Hall, as postmaster also 
becomes agent for Commonwealth 
of Australia Savings Bank Dept (the 
Australian Post Office became agent 
for Commonwealth Bank in 1912). 

1921: Smith James becomes general 
store operator and Artarmon Post 
Office gets a postmistress, Miss AM 
Lisle, who is also responsible for the 
Commonwealth Bank agency.

1923: The general store and post office 
moves down the street, to where the 
present post office is now. James con-
tinues to operate the general store and 

Lisle remains postmistress and agent 
for the Commonwealth Bank.

1925: A post office is built and Lisle 
stays on as postmistress.

1929: GW Hancock PM takes over as 
postmaster.

1973: The post office is demolished 
and rebuilt on the same location. 

This is the first in a series of “Amazing Stories” to be published in the 
Artarmon Gazette as part of APA’s history website project (see APA needs 
your help on historic project, p9). Former head of the APA heritage committee 
Marianne Nestor and her team Katie Walshe, Margot MacKay and Helen 
Wheeler, oversaw the Artarmon shopping precinct history project.

Artarmon Post Office… on site 
of old PO built in 1923
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Retiring? Part-time? Student?
Needing an extra challenge in your life? 

Put your spare time to good use.... 
and become a

Vinnies Volunteer!
We need people like you to assist 

at our Artarmon shop.

Please contact Florence or Cathy on 

9419 3599 or 9419 4236 
or email svdpstives@optusnet.com.au 

APA needs your help in historic project by Adrian Alexander

After the success and Artarmon 
residents’ interest in the 
Amazing Stories project the 

Artarmon Progress Association under-
took for heritage week this year (see 
last Artarmon Gazette), the association 
has decided to sponsor a website to 
bring together a history of Artarmon 
since the area’s settlement.

This project is regarded as a long-
term project and the website will be 
expanded progressively as information 
is received and verified.

For the purpose of the website develop-
ment, Artarmon will be separated into 
four main areas – the industrial area south 
of the Gore Hill Freeway; Artarmon vil-
lage; Artarmon’s residential area west of 
the railway line, to the Pacific Highway; 
and Artarmon’s residential area east of the 
railway line, to Willoughby and Mowbray 
roads to the north.

The website will include a history of 
land use since the area’s first land grants, 
in the very early part of the 1800s. 

As part of the research, and to provide 
some indication of the life during the 
settlement/development of the Artarmon 
area, the association would like to collect 
photographs of Artarmon’s past social 
events, such as functions held in the 
old Masonic Hall; the School of Arts/
Drill Hall; the jubilee celebrations; the 
scout and girl guide halls; the churches; 
and associated programs, posters and 
invitations, etc.

Photographs of homes, streets and 

people dating back over 
time would also be 
appreciated.

If you are renovating 
or moving house and 
find any old newspa-
pers, documents, old 
publications and books 
you think may be of 
benefit to the history 
team, please contact us. 
We would also like to 
hear from any residents 
who have any historical 
information that may help 
us complete this project.

The association will scan any photo-
graphs or documentation, such as old 
newspapers, school magazines covers, 
posters, event programs, local organi-
sation newsletters, business cards, 
home movies/videos, books on the 
north shore’s early days, particularly 
in the Willoughby City Council local 
government area and return the origi-
nal documents to their owners.

The association is looking for volun-
teers who are interested in undertaking 
research on:
•	 specific	projects,	such	as	early	set-

tler history, land use and histories of 
local businesses;

•	 local	organisations,	such	as	church-
es, schools, scouts, girl guides, and 
tennis clubs, etc; 

•	 community	facilities,	such	as	librar-
ies, child care centres, aged care 

centres and parks and reserves;
•	 the	industrial	area	evolution;
•	 television	channels	and	transmitters;
•	 railway	development	since	the	early	

1890s;
•	 local	government;	or
•	 recording	oral	histories	from	people	

who have lived in Artarmon, have 
worked in or had some connection 
with Artarmon’s past and present.
If you are interested in assisting 

with research, in providing informa-
tion, such as photographs, documenta-
tion and other material relevant to the 
Artarmon’s History, or can suggest 
people who may be willing to provide 
us with oral histories of Artarmon, 
please contact the association: PO Box 
540, Artarmon 1570; email the APA 
at history@artarmonprogress.org.au; 
telephone: 9419 3916; or call Adrian on: 
0401 644 052. 

Hampden Rd in 1910 … Artarmon heritage

Artarmon Medical Centre
134 HAMPDEN ROAD ARTARMON 2064

Dr Douglas Hor • Dr Evelyn Ong • Dr Wendy Morgan

Dr Dennis Lewis Enright • Dr Linda Calabresi

Dr Elizabeth Nash • Dr Anca Slimovschi 

 • women’s health
 • men’s health
 • heart checks
 • immunisation
 • allergy treatment

 • paediatrics

2011 Flu Vaccine now available -
free for over 65s and patients with chronic medical conditions

Phone 9411 5858 • 9419 8448

HAMPDEN RDFRANCIS RD

BROUGHTON RD

We are
here 
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Naremburn Willoughby Artarmon Naremburn Willoughby Artarmon
Naremburn Willoughby Artarmon Naremburn Willoughby Artarmon
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See what sold 
feels like

9958 5211
Richardson & Wrench
487 Willoughby Rd, Willoughby

Sold is the feeling of success. Moving on. Unlocking 
doors. Changing lives. Sold is the moment of joy when new 
horizons open and the next stage of your life’s journey 
begins. Sold is what Richardson & Wrench do best.

Rod Fuller
0420 239 733
rod@rwwilloughby.com.au

Mark Kapterian
0425 242 642
mark@rwwilloughby.com.au

Best results. Best reputation. Best feeling in the world.
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Following requests for more 
information about early plant-
ing of street trees in Artarmon, 

below is an update of an article I wrote 
for the Artarmon Gazette in July 2001. 
There have been many trees planted 
in our area since then, in particular 
many Jacarandas and Blueberry Ash 
(Elaeocarpus reticulates). An article 
about these later plantings was pub-
lished in the August 2006 Gazette.

It is interesting to speculate that, 
if Governor Phillip’s First Fleet had 
not called in at the Canary Islands on 
its way to Botany Bay, we might not 
have date palms (Phoenix canariensis) 
in Tindale, Burra and Weedon roads. 
Seed collected on that visit has proge-
ny all over Australia because it germi-
nates readily and the tree is so hardy.

Willoughby City Council has 
only begun keeping detailed records 
of street tree plantings in recent 
years. However, with the help of the 
Willoughby Local History Librarian, 
some interesting facts have come to 
light in the council archives.

In 1926, council canvassed the idea 
of forming a street improvement com-
mittee for each street. The aims were 
to secure uniformity in a particular 
street, promote individual interest, 
foster community spirit and ensure the 
welfare of streets and sidewalks. Young 
trees would be made available from the 
Botanic Gardens in June and July.

However, in 1930, a letter from 
the Botanic Gardens told the council 
that trees and shrubs would no longer 
be provided free. Trees, palms and 
shrubs would now cost 1s each, paid 
in advance. Hedge plants like privet 
would be 15s per hundred. We had not 
yet realised the havoc the dreaded privet 
would cause in our natural bushland!

In October of that year, a rather plain-
tive internal memo to the town clerk list-
ed 18 people in the municipality who had 
promised to pay £1.10s ($3) towards the 
cost of street beautification next to their 
properties but had failed to pay up. Only 
two Artarmon residents were on that list, 
both lived in Burra Road. Guesswork 
suggests this was when those palms were 
planted in Burra Road. David Bryant (see 
Artarmon Gazette, May 2001) recalls 
when he left Tindale Road in 1939, there 
was a palm planted outside each property. 

They were then 6ft - 8ft tall. Only five 
of those remain. There are eleven left 
in Burra and four in Weedon Road. 
One Burra Road resident recalls a 
palm being removed from outside her 
house many years ago because Noisy 
Mynahs nested in it. Some things 
never change!

In 1931, council received 
Tristania conferta seed (now called 
Lophostemon confertus), the ubiq-
uitous Brush Box, for street beautifica-
tion. The donor was a botanical seed 
collector in Woy Woy. Brush Box, a 
native tree, is found near the margins 
of rainforest and in wet sclerophyll for-
est. It is fast growing and hardy. The 
avenue of twelve mature Brush Box in 
Hawkins Street shows how magnificent 
they can be in the right environment.

The following year, the newly formed 
2nd Artarmon Boy Scouts proposed to 
plant, and care for, a dozen ornamental 
trees in any Artarmon street the council 
nominated. Subsequently, council called a 
public meeting and the Willoughby Street 
Beautification Committee was formed. 
It included two Artarmon Progress 
Association members, AR Watson and 
AE Harrison. Money would be raised 
through the progress association. These 
were the years when Charles Wickham 
(see last Gazette), with support from local 
residents, was planting his famous garden 
around the railway station that travellers 
to Sydney craned their necks to see.

In 1937, council was requested 
to include tree planting in the 

sesqui-centenary celebrations (150 years 
of white settlement). The streets nomi-
nated were those on the slope of the hill 
that could be seen from the railway line, 
Francis Street, Jersey, McMillan and 
Barton roads. The estimated expendi-
ture was £30. There are remnants of 
Brush Box plantings in these streets but 
it appears later developers have intro-
duced their own planting schemes. 

Many residents in other streets have 
also planted to suit their own ideas. 
Council plants replacement and infill 
trees. The result is our streets are no 
longer as uniform as the original plan-
ners had hoped. The most substantial 
recent planting in Artarmon is the row 
of Crepe Myrtle (Lagerstoemia) on the 
south side of Burra. There are now 33 of 
these splendid trees. In years to come, 
when they are a mass of bloom, the resi-
dents will be very proud of them. 

Stories behind our street trees by Mollie Shelley

PERMACULTURE NORTH meets 3rd 
Monday evening each month in 
Lindfield. Contact 1300 887 145 or 
info@permaculturenorth.org.au.

Image: Wendy Bishop

Don’t miss our great winter specials!
REJU V ENATION FACI A L $45.00
A relaxing rejuvenation facial… 

release tension whilst we massage 
your head, shoulders and neck.

MA NI A ND PEDI $60.00
Enjoy! Includes a Pure Fiji foot 
scrub & massage… leave with 
beautiful soft toes and hands. 

“REFER A FR IEND” PROGR A M

Receive one of our $50.00 vouchers to 
pamper yourself however you choose.

Call us on 8964 9686 to book in - we’re 
looking forward to treating you!
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...feedback

“Warmer and wet-
ter” is climate 
scientists’ prediction 
and based on the 
latest weather pat-
terns, I’ve got no 
doubts! Council has 

accepted the reality of climate change 
for years. It is therefore more than 
puzzling people at other levels of gov-
ernment  (aided by the popular media) 
still peddle fear and ignorance – wast-
ing precious time – as if we could just 
carry on as we have done, without 
jeopardising our children’s future!  

Cleaner Future: In Willoughby, we 
are not delaying investment in a cleaner 
and less wasteful future. As Phase 1 of a 
council-owned and operated ‘solar farm’, 
last month we went to tender for installa-
tion of a 33kW photovoltaic system on the 
Albert Street carpark, distributing power 
via a private wire to meet the needs of the 
Devonshire Street Child Care Centre. 

In May, we commissioned a 165kW 
cogeneration plant at Willoughby Leisure 
Centre, which is expected to reduce by 
50% that facility’s power drawn from the 
grid. These and other sustainability ini-
tiatives such as the Artarmon Loop local 
bus service have earned us the honour of 
winning the local government category 
at the UN Association of Australia’s 2011 
World Environment Day Awards http://
www.unaavictoria.org.au/awards-pro-
grams/world-environment-day-awards/
winners-finalists.

Affordable housing (AH): is another 
field where council has led. Put simply, 
housing in much of Sydney is too expen-
sive. That may suit those of us fortunate 
enough to own our homes but more that 
10 years ago, council recognised many 
people we needed among us could not 
afford to live locally. Those included 
nurses, police and council staff such as 
child care workers. One definition is 
that AH does not cost more than 30% of 
gross household income. Underlying the 
AH movement, is government distaste 
for providing large-scale public housing. 
Governments have therefore attempted 
to entice private investment into housing 
for lower income groups. 

Council introduced its inclusionary 
zoning in LEP 95, requiring 4% of total 

I sit down to write 
this column on the 
third day of a very 
damp spell. It is 
cold and gloomy – I 
could be talking 
about the political 

situation. Unlike Sydney’s meteorolo-
gy, I do not see a break in the political 
weather coming any time soon. 
Nonetheless, I believe a break will 
come and signs of spring will appear. 

At the local level, your council 
is just one month from opening The 
Concourse. The builders have handed 
the building over and council staffs 
are extremely busy as they prepare 
to open the new library and trial the 
theatre and concert hall for their open-
ing shows. I remain convinced the new 
facilities will transform the Chatswood 
CBD and mark the beginning of a new 
phase of our city’s development. I urge 
you to make some time in September 
to join in the festivities of this year’s 
very special Spring Fair, including a 
visit to The Concourse venues. For 

floor space of multiunit residential devel-
opment on identified sites to be dedicated 
to AH through contributions onsite or as a 
cash equivalent. The policy demands AH 
units to be constructed to the same stand-
ard as other dwellings. 

Under this policy, council has acquired 
title to 10 units, which are managed 
by North Shore Community Housing. 
Unbelievably, the previous NSW gov-
ernment in its campaign to standardise 
planning controls, refused us permission 
to carry this provision forward, into our 
new LEP http://www.willoughby.nsw.
gov.au/Development/Draft-Willoughby-
Local-Environmental-Plan-2009/
WLEP2009-Affordable-Housing/. 

Instead, we are obliged to adopt their 
SEPP, which, although requiring dedi-
cation of 20% of floor area, permits 
the units to return to the private rental 
market after 10 years. It remains to be 
seen whether the current government 
has the sense to enable our local pro-
gram to continue.

- Kate.lamb@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

To page 13

Willoughby, 2011 will be the start of a 
great and lasting spring break.

At the state level, the new govern-
ment is active on several fronts. It was 
disappointing the repeal of the contro-
versial Part 3A of the planning laws did 
not include the Channel 9 site because its 
application was judged too far advanced. 
The community has been promised a 
thorough consultation process. 

In another locally relevant area, 
changing the number and size of coun-
cils are is under consideration, bringing 
NSW in line with other states. Before 
the election, both sides of politics indi-
cated they would not force any amalga-
mations. Nonetheless, most rural shires 
are in financial crisis so something will 
have to be done. Most urban councils 
are better placed but increasingly, the 
view is that bigger size will enable them 
to cope with greater operational scope 
and complexity not to mention the clout 
needed to negotiate for Federal funding. 
I find it very hard to mount any argu-
ment for amalgamation with clear ben-
efits for Willoughby residents.

Nonetheless, I am among several of 
your councillors pondering whether 
steps can be taken to “keep Willoughby 
ahead of the game” if structural change 
is proposed. At state level, spring may 
be some time coming.

At the federal level, I find the situ-
ation appallingly wintry. While both 
sides of politics now agree action on 
climate change is required and have 
similar targets for emissions reduction 
by 2020, they have succeeded in con-
founding the public to a point of deep 
malaise. Symptoms include disinterest, 
resulting in support for climate action 
plummeting from 70% to 30%; and 
mounting confusion and uncertainty. 
The latter symptom can be seen in fall-
ing retail spending and increased saving 
and frugality. Perhaps we all are find-
ing our own way to sustainability! I am 
reminded of Mark Twain’s comment 
about rumours of his death being exag-
gerated as I read the pundits’ judgement 
on the Gillard government. In this case, 
spring could be up to two years away.

Finally, the international scene 
also appears wintry as blizzards, 
typhoons and eruptions are reported 
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Artarmon Loop: 
Council has secured 
bus company I Love 
Oz Pty Ltd to oper-
ate the Artarmon 
Loop and Loop 
services for another 

three years. Shuttle Bus routes will 
remain unchanged in the immediate 
future. Council has engaged a contrac-
tor to review the Loop operations. 
It will conduct market research of 
existing and potential Loop custom-
ers before making recommendations 
to council on how the various Loop 
routes and services might be improved.

It is interesting to note the Royal North 
Shore Hospital information desk has a 
display advertising the Artarmon Loop.

On June 14, council adopted the plan 
and budget 2011-2012. Residents this 
year have more than ever voiced their 

Councillors’ feedback 
From page 12

weekly. Again, events conspire to 
diminish the urgency of climate action. 
Perhaps the low level of economic 
activity forced on many countries will 
lead people to find their own way to 
sustainability, painful as that may be in 
the short term. The coming of spring? 
I do not have a clue – perhaps only 
after more extreme climate events.

- Barry.Thompson@willoughby.nsw.gov.au
9412 1596 (phone/fax)

concern to me over the rate increases. I 
am pleased to receive such feedback.

The NSW Government authorising 
agency IPART did not approve 
council’s application to increase the 
minimum rate for 2011-2012 (see 
Artarmon@council, p4) because of 
inadequate consultation with residents.

There is also a suggestion of a 20% 
general rate increase for infrastructure 
spending. A report on that is expected 
to come before council before the end 
of the year.

Council’s economic development 
team is surveying home-based 
businesses. The survey aims to 
identify how we can best help home 
businesses or people looking to work 
from home. A Growing Your Business 
in Willoughby brochure aimed at all 
businesses is also being drafted.

Council library services have made the 
Top 5 Libraries in NSW list, Willoughby 
Library coming second in per capita 
circulation, according to Public Library 
Statistics 2009-10 just released. Council 
newly received a local government 
cultural award for its iBIMS project.

Sustainability: Energy consultants 
will continue visiting residents at 
the Phyllis Burke Court apartment 
complex in Barton Road to encourage 
participation in the home power 
saving program. Its community garden 
just won a NSW Housing grant for 
another community garden bed (see 
Sustainability Street, p15).

Council worked with Green Strata 
Inc and the Owners Corporation 
Network of Australia to stage the 
inaugural Sydney Green Apartments 
Forum on July 23.

Last month a 7kW solar power array 
was commissioned on the Chatswood 
West library and a 6kW solar power 
array on the Artarmon Kids Cottage. 
Fabrication of the Sustainability 
Education Centre for The Concourse 
and installation have commenced.

Speed Cushion: After resident 
representation, council approved a 
three-month trial installation of a 
speed cushion on the road next to No 
52 Artarmon Rd. 

Residents will be invited to make 
submissions at the end of the trial to 
help council determine if the speed 
cushion should remain. 

- stuart.coppock@willoughby.nsw.gov.au 

We’re Just 
Around The 

Corner.
From helping you decide how 
much storage space you need, 
arranging the transportation, 
making sure your goods are 
safe and sound. We aim to give 
you complete peace of mind.

• FREE Truck Hire, FREE Quote 
& FREE Delivery of Boxes 
(conditions apply)

• Storage for Residential and 
Businesses

• 7 Day Access
• Packing Material Available

ARTARMON 1
5 Lanceley Place Artarmon

9906 5005
artarmon1@storageking.com.au
www.storageartarmon.com.au
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ARTARMON 3
8 Frederick Street Artarmon

9436 1233
artarmon3@storageking.com.au
www.artarmonstorage.com.au
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BEHIND CAMPBELLS
CASH AND CARRY
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Talking 2064
by Ross Dickson, 
the community 
watchdog

 The Artarmon Fair 
is going ahead in May 

next year but the APA 
needs contributors. 

Those who are inter-
ested in giving a hand contact the 
community watchdog (details below).

 Artarmon Progress Association will 
showcase Amazing Stories, the 
Artarmon shops history project at the 
Willoughby Spring Fair on September 10.

 The talk around our neighbour-
hood is that shopping precinct in 
Hampton Road is looking tired and in 
need of an update. Shop owners in 
shopping strips in several suburbs in 
NSW like Crows Nest, Castle Hill and 
Newtown, have joined forces to combat 
the competition from the shopping cen-
tres and taken advantage of funding 
through the Main Street Program 
administered by their local councils.

 There was much excitement in 
Artarmon last month when pop star 
Lady Gaga made an appearance at 
Channel 9 in Artarmon Road.
If you have any news or have 
seen or heard anything unusual 
in your neighbourhood, email the 
Artarmon community watchdog: 
rossjdickson@gmail.com 

Looking For A Good Dentist on the North Shore?
(A Complete Family and Cosmetic Dentist - With That Gentle Touch...?)

Here’s 8 Good Reasons to Call Us Today:
1. Same day fast relief emergency Treatment. We promise to be gentle and considerate and use the 

best of care and techniques to give you a pleasant and pain free experience every time. Happy Gas always 
available to help you relax.

2. Extended hours from 8am. Open Saturday + Thursday nights for your convenience - and we won’t keep you 
waiting. 

3. White fillings and biocompatible, durable ceramic restorations. Non drug headache treatments + Anti-snoring 
appliances also available.

4. Complete family Dentistry. Kids always welcomed. Check out our kids corner.
5. Affordable Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry -  Easily improve your smile and enjoy strong and permanent, 

non removable teeth replacements that gives you immediate comfort and confidence with a natural smile and function.
6. No More Loose and Sore Dentures with One Visit Mini-Implants. Enjoy that apple or steak, today, and 

smile with real confidence again.
7. Sleep Sedation Dentistry by a qualified Anaesthetist using Intravenous Sedation or General Anaesthetic. 
8. Bad Breath Elimination Therapy - Never be embarrassed again with these simple effective treatments.

Call Us Now On 9419-7484 For An Appointment. 
www.ArtarmonFineDental.com 

Suite 1, Level 1, 80 Hampden Rd Artarmon 
(just above Commonwealth Bank)

Local SES volunteer on winning team

Artarmon local Andrew Hurley 
is part of the Willoughby-Lane 
Cove State Emergency Service 

(SES) team which in June was placed 
sixth in the biannual SES state disaster 
rescue competition among teams across 
NSW. The placing follows the team’s 
May win in the 2011 SES Sydney north-
ern region rescue competition.

The state competition tested SES vol-
unteers’ skills, training, teamwork and 
leadership through a simulated large-
scale disaster - this year’s theme was an 
aircraft accident.

The placing was particularly impres-
sive, team leader David Lowe said, 
because the unit had not competed in the 

state disaster competition in more than 
10 years. 

“The team did what was asked of 
them and more, performing extremely 
well under the challenging conditions. I 
couldn’t have asked for a better team,” 
David said. “The competition also pro-
vided a great opportunity for increased 
learning opportunities.”

Willoughby Mayor Pat Reilly congratu-
lated the unit on their impressive result. 
“Well done to the Willoughby-Lane Cove 
SES unit,” he said. “I know the team and 
other volunteers have trained tirelessly 
over the last couple of months in prepara-
tion for the competition. They have done 
the local Willoughby area proud.”

Residents who require emergency 
assistance during storms and flood 
should contact the SES on 132 500. 
For life-threatening emergencies, 
call 000. 

Andrew… on winning SES team
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Artarmon Library, as previously 
reported in the Artarmon 
Gazette’s Sustainability Street 

pages, houses a special “sustainable 
living” collection, set up as a commu-
nity project with council support and 
Environmental Trust funding. Its suc-
cess has led to “copy-cat” collections 
at the Northbridge, Castle Cove and 
West Chatswood branch libraries. 

The original collection will travel 
with Artarmon library when it even-
tually relocates to the corner of 
Artarmon and Tindale roads. While 
a separate collection is not currently 
proposed for the soon-to-open main 
council library at The Concourse, 
books on sustainability will bear 
special labels and a dedicated educa-
tion space will showcase the new 
development’s sustainability features 
and other local sustainability and 
environmental initiatives.

The diverse treasury in the 
Artarmon collection includes some 
classic Australian writings on sus-
tainability. A gem among these is 
Resurrection in a Bucket by Margaret 
Simons, published in 2004. 

“The rich and fertile story of com-
post” as it is subtitled, is a true journey 
to the centre of the earth. It reveals the 
incredible dynamics deep in the micro-
world of compost and the lives of the 

organisms within. The heroes of the 
story are, naturally, worms.

As well as going to the heart of com-
post itself, Resurrection in a Bucket 
takes us through society and history 
viewed through the prism of compost. 
Characters include environmental 
educator and compost guru Peter 
Rutherford, who, besides launching 
the Artarmon sustainable living col-
lection, authored the ADAM principles 
of composting – Aliveness, Diversity, 
Aeration and Moisture – all required 
for successful composting. 

Other significant names in Australian 
composting include the father of perma-
culture Bill Mollison and the Bradley 
sisters, best known for their work in 
bush regeneration but also pioneers of 
Australian composting.

On the bigger world canvas, compost 
greats include George Washington who 
experimented in enriching soil with 
decaying manure when he was not 
fighting for American independence 
and becoming the first US president. 

Perhaps the most compelling char-
acter in the saga is Sir Albert Howard, 
appointed Imperial economic botanist 
to India in 1905 and tasked with solving 
starvation there. He is credited for invent-
ing the compost heap. The book itself 
has a rich organic quality as it traces the 
germination of ideas and innovations in 

composting and their cross-fertilisation 
over time and across continents. 

Resurrection in a Bucket also 
explores, very amusingly, how people 
reveal themselves in their attitudes 
to compost. Yet, while entertaining 
and even hilarious at times, it also 
offers practical composting advice and 
serious insights into concepts such 
as sustainability, organic gardening, 
permaculture and biodynamics. The 
perfect read for weekends that are too 
wet to spend in the bush or the garden. 
Contact: stuartrsexton@gmail.com. 

Sustainable living in your local library
As many of us grapple with current debate on climate change or simply try to reduce our impacts and the cost of living, 
a rich source of information remains the local library, writes Alethea Morison.

Quiz No 22 Answers
1. NSW Governor, Prof Marie Bashir 

(p1)
2. Elsa Sakk (p6)
3. One (p7)
4. 1909 (p8)
Compiled by Eva Wiland, Artarmon 
Gazette editor. Questions on page 3

Stretch,
Strengthen
and Re lax

Hatha classes
with a green, leafy outlook
at Artarmon Bowling Club

Small classes emphasising
safe progress

and individual attention

Highly qualifi ed, experienced teachers

 Tuesday 7:00 -  8:00am - Sue
 Tuesday 9:00 - 10:30am - Sue
 Tuesday 7:30 -  9:00pm - Sue
 Thursday 7:30 -  8:30am - Sue
 Friday 9:15 - 10:45am - Gill

Enquiries welcome

Sue Livingston - 0423 697 363
yogaroad@optusnet.com.au

Gill Kamsler - 0438 177 480
gill@kamsler.com.au

Barton Rd celebrates community garden success
Composting was a familiar 

subject last June for Artarmon 
residents of Barton Road’s Phyllis 
Burke Court, NSW Housing staff 
and WCC officers who gathered 
at the apartment complex’s com-
munity garden to celebrate a 
NSW Housing grant for another 
community garden bed.

The WCC community garden 
project aims to encourage resi-
dents to grow their own fresh 
food to save energy and money 
plus raise awareness of other 
environmental issues such as composting organic waste and recycling. 

The Phyllis Burke Court community garden, which engages more than 300 
residents, has been a successful part of council’s community garden project since 
2009, when the first community garden bed was established.

- Eva Wiland

Celebrating Barton Rd community garden… Laurie Hirst 
(tenant representative) and Bianca Fleming (NSW Housing)



The 37 house sales in the 2010/2011 fi nancial year were 
again around the long-term average volume of 36. The median 
price increased by approximately $100,000 to $1,536,000. 
Seven East-side houses produced transactions in excess of 
$2,000,000 with a fi ve-bedroom house in Cameron Avenue 
achieving the second highest ever price of $2,605,000.

Confi dence in the high end of the market is still dampened by 
economic concerns and prices are likely to remain relatively 
stable over the next twelve months. 

The residential unit sector has paused for breath after two 
very strong years of price increases. First homebuyers are 
still the major force in this segment of the market and there 
are more investors buying now compared to the last few years.

Rentals are strong across the board and vacancy levels are 
extremely low. A response to the competition for selection for 

a tenancy is that now some prospective tenants are providing 
bound CVs with full supporting documentation in an effort to 
be chosen. Legislated changes for residential leases came into 
operation in February. Many of the new rules are (retrospec-
tively) applied to existing tenancies, so owners should make 
themselves aware of them if they are considering selling the 
property or asking the tenant for vacant possession. Marriott 
Lane manages many hundreds of properties in the vicinity and 
we are happy to give you guidance in any aspects of renting, 
including a free rental value assessment.

Marriott Lane collects the most comprehensive and accurate 
property sales data that is available to the general public. 

To see the up to date details of properties sold in Artarmon 
and many other suburbs in the vicinity, plus general suburb-
statistics, go to our website (www.marriottlane.com.au). You 
will fi nd the information under the red Suburb Sales tab. 

real estate news
By Wayne Marriott, Principal, Marriott Lane Real Estate
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10 year comparison of Artarmon house sales
Price ($) 2001/02 2002/03 2003/04 2004/5 2005/6 2006/7 2007/8 2008/9 2009/10 2010/11

Under 800,000 18 (51%) 5 (13%) 2 (5%) 6 (17%) 6 (17%) 3 (8%) 3 (9%) 2 (6%)

800,000-1,000,000 6 (17%) 15(39%) 17 (39%) 3 (9%) 1 (3%) 8 (24%) 5 (15%) 5 (16%) 3 (8%) 2 (5%)

1,000,000-1,200,000 3 (9%) 11(29%) 11 (25%) 9 (26%) 9 (25%) 10 (30%) 1 (3%) 3 (9%) 7 (18%) 4 (11%)

1,200,000-1,400,000 5 (14%) 5 (13%) 9 (20%) 11 (31%) 11 (32%) 7 (21%) 6 (18%) 6 (20%) 7 (18%) 8 (22%)

1,400,000-1,600,000 1 (3%) 1 (3%) 3 (7%) 3 (8%) 5 (14%) 3 (8%) 4 (12%) 6 (20%) 8 (21%) 6 (16%)

1,600,000-1,800,000 1 (3%) 1 (3%) 1 (2%) 2 (6%) 2 (8%) 2 (6%) 5 (15%) 6 (20%) 9 (24%) 6 (16%)

1,800,000-2,000,000 1 (3%) 3 (9%) 1 (3%) 4 (11%)

2,000,000-2,200,000 1(2%) 1 (3%) 2 (6%) 1 (3%) 4 (11%)

2,200,000+ 1 (3%) 1 (3%) 2 (6%) 6 (18%) 2 (6%) 2 (5%) 3 (8%)

Total Volume 35 38 44 35 35 35 34 32 38 37

Total Sales $32.6m $38.9m $48.4m $40.7m $41.9m $40.9m $51.7m $44.7m $55.2m $58.9m

Median Price $931,000 $1,024k $1,108k $1,200k $1,193k $1,230k $1,525k $1,413k $1,427k $1,536k

E & OE This information in this table has been extracted and compiled using the records of the Valuer General’s department and our sources. It is deemed reliable but is not guaranteed.


