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PBL’s $206m Ch9 project – work in progress
by Michelle Sloane

T

he owner of Channel 9, PBL
Media Pty Ltd, in January
lodged a proposal for a $206m,
663-dwelling redevelopment of its
2.9ha site in Willoughby, which one
resident claims will create Sydney’s
most densely populated block.
PBL Media, which is in the early
stages of investigating options for the
long term future of its television broadcasting studios, has lodged an initial
application with the NSW Department
of Planning to authorise preparation of
a concept plan for the redevelopment.
PBL Media hopes the development of
a concept plan will enable it to understand potential development options and
seek council and community feedback.
No decision has been made on the
future of the site. What has been proposed is mainly a work in progress and
community members will be asked for
their input.
At this stage the proposed project
would include:
• A gross floor area of 66,600sq m
– 66,000sq m for residential and
600sq m for retail.

• Building heights
ranging from two
to five storeys along
Richmond Ave and
Artarmon Rd and
16-20 storeys in
the central part of
the site, accommodating about 663
dwellings
• Car parking for
residents and
visitors
• Communal and
public open space
Photo: AUSIMAGE © Sinclair Knight Merz Pty Ltd
across about half the
site and the public open space
Channel 9 site…663-dwelling redevelopment
to be dedicated to council.
NSW Minister for Planning Tony
Kelly said: “The proposal will
be assessed under Part 3A of the
Environmental Planning and Assessment
Act, because it meets the non-discretionary criteria to be considered a major
Letters to the editor
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project, as it is a residential-retail development with a capital investment value
A note from the president
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of more than $100m.”
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Police witness appeal in Robert St attack
Police are still appealing for
witnesses to come forward in relation
to the sexual assault of a 17-year old
Artarmon girl in Robert St at 4:15pm,
on January 17.
The teenager was dragged into
a silver van by a man and sexually
assaulted. The man then pushed her
out of the van and the teenager ran
home and called police.
The attacker was described
as 165cm-170cm tall with olive

complexion and hairy arms. Police are
now hoping someone may have witnessed the incident, possibly without
realising how serious it was.
North Shore LAC commander,
detective superintendent Terry Dalton,
said police were concerned about the
random incident, which took place in
broad daylight. Anyone with information about the incident should contact
Chatswood Police or Crime Stoppers
on 1800 333 000.
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Public Information Meeting Tuesday March 1, topic and venue TBA in
Artarmon Immediate, as well as Facebook and Twitter
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Editorial

I

t is with overwhelming community pride Artarmon Gazette congratulates Artarmon’s six residents who have been honoured for
their services to the community. Dr David Clune’s OAM, Professor
Ron McCallum’s internationally recognised service to the disabled;
Michelle’s tireless efforts to champion the Artarmon community spirit;
and the Artarmon Progress Association’s heritage committee, Marianne, Margot and
Helen’s outstanding work to promote and conserve Artarmon’s heritage character – all
serve as a reminder of the things that unite us rather than those that divide us.
They are an inspiration for us to work towards long-term solutions for the issues
facing the Artarmon community now and in the future.
- Eva Wiland, editor@artarmonprogress.org.au

Letters to the editor
I would like to register my opposition to the closure of Abbot Lane Artarmon. I am
totally 100% against closing this lane to the public. I have lived in Artarmon for 35 years
and my son went to Artarmon Public School. Please leave the lane open to the public.
– Kim McAllister
The Artarmon Gazette’s coverage of the Abbott Lane issue has been disappointingly one-sided (Artarmon Gazette, last issue). It has portrayed hundreds of children who attend Artarmon Public School and their parents as if they are not real
members of the local community.
Willoughby City Council, the Department of Education and Training and
Artarmon Progress Association have supported the so-called compromise, to keep
the laneway open to the public and handed over to the WCC. It is disturbing that
these bodies could be so dismissive of children’s rights and welfare. To avoid negative headlines in the lead up to a state election, the department has clearly caved in
to the demands of a voluble minority of residents and their supporters. For its part,
the council is clearly involved in a power play with the state government, because it
did not like the abrupt way the laneway was acquired.
Public meetings to discuss this issue have each attracted about 60 residents. In
contrast, the school represents about 500 families. It is true few parents attended
the public meetings but they had been assured earlier the laneway had already been
acquired on the school’s behalf. In effect, that the deal had been legally sealed.
Councillors and the APA continue to make the irresponsible claim there are no
safety issues involved in students as young as four and a half crossing public land in
the course of a normal school day. Last year, a parent found a syringe thrown onto
school grounds from the laneway.
Soon after, a primary school child was sexually propositioned in the laneway during
school hours by an extremely aggressive stranger. A parent who was volunteering at the
school overhead the stranger and intervened. A written account of this disturbing incident has been provided to the DET and WCC, yet unbelievably, councillors and the APA
continue to perpetuate the myth there are no safety issues linked to the laneway.
- Rosemary Neill
Artarmon Gazette categorically denies it has at any stage suggested the children at
Artarmon Public School and their parents are not part of the Artarmon community. The
Artarmon Progress Association (APA) and the Gazette are always concerned for the
health and safety of all in our community. People preying on young children is something
the APA takes very seriously and such incidents must be reported to the police immediately. The Abbott Lane issue distracts us from the far broader issue at stake – the need for a
master plan to meet the acute overcrowding of schools in the local government area. APA
supports the proposed Abbott Lane compromise because it believes this is the best solution
for the children, local residents – specifically the elderly and less able, as well as workers
walking between the train station and the industrial area.
- the editor

A note from the president

H

appy New Year to all and I sincerely wish you a very happy,
healthy and prosperous 2011!
I am sure you all join me in congratulating our fabulous APA heritage committee – Marianne Nestor,
Margot Mackay and Helen Wheeler
– on winning the 2010 NSW
Government Heritage Volunteer
award! This award was in recognition of the committee’s outstanding
contribution to heritage conservation
in NSW. Their energy and creativity
have brought our heritage to life. They
have organised local house tours, bus
trips to local buildings of interest,
taken us on evening walks to observe
the beauty of our local leadlights under
the stars and have documented the
places and people that have created
our community of Artarmon. Thank
you Marianne, Margot and Helen – for
your dedication to the heritage and history of this great community!
The heritage committee’s major
activity for 2011 is the history of the
Artarmon shopping precinct. The precinct is a series of small buildings erected in the 1920s along Hampden Road,
Elizabeth Street and Wilkes Avenue.
As part of the 2011 National Trust
Heritage Festival theme of Amazing
Stories, this history will be exhibited
during Heritage Week, April 2-17, at
Artarmon Library. Visitors to the exhibition will receive a walking map to
take them through the precinct to look
at the buildings and businesses.

Membership reminder
Artarmon Progress Association
membership fell due on January 1.
The membership cycle was changed
a couple of years ago from financial
year to calendar year. Some APA
members who have only just
realised (and paid their 2010
memberships) might be surprised
to receive a 2011 membership
reminder. But paying it now means
no payment until January 1, 2012.
New members are always welcome
- download a membership form
from www.artarmonprogress.org.au.

Michelle Sloane

The future of the Channel 9 broadcasting site is again in the news. The APA
was invited to attend an initial briefing
for councillors in November 2010 and
we expect to be involved in a number of
future meetings regarding the site. The
APA will keep you informed of plans for
this site and the methods for community
consultation as they unfold.
Finally, I would like to thank all those
who attended our AGM last November.
I would particularly like to thank our
Mayor, councillor Pat Reilly and his
wife Beth Reilly for attending as our
special guests. It was a great meeting
with a record number of people nominating for the 2011 committee. Our new
committee members for the year are
Ian Davidson, Dale McKay, Adrian
Alexander, Katie Walshe, Christine
Kelley and Luke Slattery. Welcome to
you all and thank you very much!
I would particularly like to thank outgoing Vice President and Secretary, Glenda
Hewitt. Glenda has given an enormous
amount of time, effort and energy to
the APA over a number of years. Thank

you Glenda for all
your hard work and
enthusiasm – you
will be missed! I
would also like to
thank those APA
Committee members
Michelle Sloane,
APA President
who are continuing
on in 2011 – Ross
Dickson, Eva Wiland, Mel Travis,
Robert Newman, Rob Magner, Peter
Egan, Marianne Nestor, Plamen
Bassarov and Geof Cameron – you are
a fabulous team – thank you!
This is my last column as APA
President. I would like to most sincerely
thank the many tremendous people I
have worked with over the last 10 years.
It has been a real privilege and pleasure
to get to know you and to work with
you all. To our APA members, Local
Business Heroes, Councillors and
Council Staff - thank you for your support and enthusiasm for the work of the
Progress Association. My best wishes
to you all and to our community – may
you continue to thrive and to prosper.

OAM to Artarmon Resident
Artarmon resident Dr David Henry
Clune was presented the Medal (OAM)
of the Order of Australia on Australia Day
for service to librarianship and the documentation and preservation of the history
of politics and to the Parliament of NSW.
Dr Clune was research manager of the
NSW Parliamentary Library from 1994

to 2009 and parliamentary historian from
2001 to 2009. He is also author, co-author
and contributor to several books, particularly on the NSW parliament’s history.
He was a member of the Sesquicentenary
of Responsible Government 1856-2006
committee and the Macquarie 2010
Bicentenary Celebration Committee.

Quiz No 20: Artarmon’s
shopping precinct in 1941

“supporting the Artarmon
community spirit”

1. How many butchers were in
Artarmon, in 1941: 2, 4, 6 or 8?

leadership • advertising
delivery • and more!

2. How many dressmakers were in
Artarmon, in 1941: 3, 4, 5 or 6?
3. How many fruit shops were in
Artarmon, in 1941: 1, 3, 5, or 7?
4. How many confectioners (sweet
shops) were in Artarmon, in
1941: 2, 4, 6 or 8?
Answers on page 13.
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Let’s talk about how you
could help! Please contact
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au.

3

Channel 9 site

Artarmon Medical Centre
has moved!

From page 1

“The DoP has already indicated it
has concerns over the proposed density
and height of the development and the
proposed retention of the communications tower on the site.”
Brendan Bond, a nearby resident,
estimates the project will create record
density for a Sydney development at
457 dwellings per hectare. He has written to Minister Kelly, Liberal member
for Willoughby Gladys Berejiklian;
NSW Opposition Leader Barry
O’Farrell, the DoP and Willoughby
councillors, voicing his concern at the
proposed density for the site, which
he considers to be “grossly out of step
with the area” and the adverse impact
on local infrastructure and public transport. He said many young families in
the area were also concerned about
the additional pressure on Edward,
Lucknow and Hector streets used as
“rat runs” on the way to Chatswood.
Artarmon Gazette understands
Willoughby City Council is putting
together a 10- to 12-member resident
working committee in the lead up to
the redevelopment.
In December 2010, councillors, senior council staff and community members attended a briefing that Brookfield
Multiplex conducted on the proposed
project. A number of issues were discussed, specifically the appropriate use
of the site, traffic and local community
impacts, the need for extensive community consultation and the future of
the communication’s tower.
Apparently, at this stage, the communication’s tower will stay. The tower
is jointly owned by channels 7, 9 and 10.
Because of extremely high relocation
costs, likely to be tens of millions of dollars, moving it is not financially viable.
PBL Media has engaged Elton
Consulting to co-ordinate the community consultation process and has
indicated it is committed to working
closely with WCC and the local community throughout the process.
The APA will bring you details
about the community consultation
process and the methods by which you
can make your views known as soon as
this information becomes available.
A starting date for the planning process
will be determined once DoP have issued
the directors general’s requirements.

134 HAMPDEN ROAD ARTARMON 2064
We are delighted to announce that Dr Evelyn Ong has returned
from maternity leave, and is now consulting on Wednesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays, and we welcome Dr Elizabeth Nash
and Dr Anca Slimovschi who have joined our practice.
•
•
•
•
•
•

women’s health
men’s health
heart checks
immunisation
allergy treatment
paediatrics

Our new
location
next to
the Lawn
Mower
shop near
the roundabout

Our old
location

We look forward to seeing all our regular patients
and welcoming new ones!

Phone 9411 5858 • 9419 8448

St. Vincent de Paul Society – St Ives Region
has urgent need of good clean pre-loved
clothing, bric-a-brac, white goods, furniture
& good quality electrical items.
WE COLLECT
GOOD USED
FURNITURE
Your Support Helps Us
To Help People Grow

We can arrange pick ups
5 days a week. Please
call us to arrange
for collection.
Call Florence or Cathy @ Chatswood
on 9419 4236 or 9419 3599

Looking For A Good Dentist on the North Shore?
(A Complete Family and Cosmetic Dentist - With That Gentle Touch...?)

Here’s 8 Good Reasons to Call Us Today:

1. Same day fast relief emergency Treatment. We promise to be gentle and considerate and use the
best of care and techniques to give you a pleasant and pain free experience every time. Happy Gas always
available to help you relax.
2. Extended hours from 8am. Open Saturday + Thursday nights for your convenience - and we won’t keep you
waiting.
3. White fillings and biocompatible, durable ceramic restorations. Non drug headache treatments + Anti-snoring
appliances also available.
4. Complete family Dentistry. Kids always welcomed. Check out our kids corner.
5. Affordable Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry - Easily improve your smile and enjoy strong and permanent,
non removable teeth replacements that gives you immediate comfort and confidence with a natural smile and function.
6. No More Loose and Sore Dentures with One Visit Mini-Implants. Enjoy that apple or steak, today, and
smile with real confidence again.
7. Sleep Sedation Dentistry by a qualified Anaesthetist using Intravenous Sedation or General Anaesthetic.
8. Bad Breath Elimination Therapy - Never be embarrassed again with these simple effective treatments.

Call Us Now On 9419-7484 For An Appointment.
www.ArtarmonFineDental.com
Suite 1, Level 1, 80 Hampden Rd Artarmon
(just above Commonwealth Bank)
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Departing APA president wins WCC award
by Marianne Nestor

A

t the Australia Day
Celebrations on January 26,
retiring Artarmon Progress
Association president Michelle
Sloane was surprised and delighted
to be presented with the Willoughby
City Council award for cultural and
community building. This was a welldeserved award in recognition of her
20-year history of achievement in the
Willoughby community.
Michelle began her community activities long ago by organising Muttama Rd
street parties but her major community
building work has been with the APA.
She began working as a volunteer with the
APA in 1990; joined the APA committee
in 1993; was elected vice president in
1995 and became APA president in 2007.
Under her leadership, APA membership grew significantly and now boasts
an all-time record of about 250 members. At the last AGM, for the first time,
nominations for positions on the APA
committee exceeded the number of
positions, largely because of Michelle’s
drive and the way she has positively
raised the profile of the association
throughout the Artarmon community.
She has been a strong advocate
for protection of the Artarmon

conservation area and created the heritage committee as an APA subset to
ensure heritage remains a major local
issue. The heritage committee has this
year received an award for its work.
The success of the heritage committee
is in many ways thanks to Michelle’s
support and encouragement.
Michelle introduced the Artarmon
Community Fair, the most important
community event in Artarmon and she
has almost single-handedly organised
the fair for the past nine years. Not
only is the fair a fun day out but it
unites the community and gives local
groups such as the scouts and guides,
environmental groups and Artarmon
Public School an opportunity to fundraise and promote their activities.
Noah’s Ark Toy Library, for children
with learning difficulties, in particular,
has benefited from Michelle’s efforts.
She is also a tireless campaigner for
neighbourhood cohesion as could be
seen in her efforts to unite the Artarmon
community over contentious issues
such as the medium density controversy last year. She encouraged affected
residents to take action, which succeeded in getting low-density LEP for
Artarmon’s “soldiers and sailors” area

Michelle Sloane…deserving award winner

and conservation protection for Raleigh
St and 44a, 44b and 46 Elizabeth Rd (see
Artarmon Gazette, last issue).
Beyond Artarmon, Michelle has also
been involved in community building
through many organisations. She is a
long-standing member of the Willoughby
City Lady Mayoress’ Committee
which raises funds for charities in the
Willoughby area. One such charity is
Streetworks, which assists young people
who do not have adequate support systems in their lives. Michelle has become
a member of the Streetworks advisory
board and has worked hard to promote
its works and raise its profile.
To page 6

APA wins 2010 NSW heritage volunteer award
by Marianne Nestor
On December 3, the Artarmon
Progress Association’s heritage team of
Marianne Nestor, Margot McKay and
Helen Wheeler received the 2010 NSW
Heritage Volunteer Award on behalf
of the APA at the heritage branch of
the NSW Department of Planning. The
award was presented by the Planning
Minister Tony Kelly.
The APA heritage subcommittee
plays a vital role in preserving and
protecting, in particular, Artarmon’s
conservation area from inappropriate
development by creating community
pride in the suburb’s history, uniqueness and beauty.
The team undertakes extensive
research into local landmark buildings,
hosts historical displays and exhibitions
about the suburb and writes regularly for

the Artarmon Gazette. Contributions to
heritage in 2010 were the history of the
Artarmon Church/Library; a series of
recollections about their school days from
many of Artarmon Public School’s past
students for the school’s centenary; and
a morning at the Historic Houses Trust
Library on the architecture, design and
landscaping of the California Bungalow.
All the research undertaken by the
committee is donated to the local history section of Willoughby Library to
be permanently preserved.
The committee now has a new member, Katie Walshe, and Marianne, Helen,
Margot and Katie are already busy planning this year’s major project: “Artarmon
Shopping Precinct - amazing stories of
the changing nature of the businesses
and the people who own them”.
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With Planning Minister Tony Kelly, from
left: Margot McKay, Marianne Nestor
and Helen Wheeler…Proud 2010 NSW
heritage volunteer award winners

5

McCallum – our Senior Australian of the Year

T

he Artarmon community congratulates Professor Ron McCallum,
who was named Senior Australian
of the Year for 2011 on Australia Day and
before that, NSW Senior Australian of
the Year for 2011. Ron, his wife Professor
Mary Crock and their family have lived in
Artarmon for almost 20 years.
Ron is recognised nationally and
internationally for his pursuit of equal

rights for people with disabilities. He
is the first totally blind person to have
been appointed to a full professorship
at an Australian university. Ron was
the foundation professor in industrial
law at the University of Sydney. From
2002, he served five years as Dean of
Law. According to the Australia Day
site (www.australianoftheyear.org.au),
“Ron is a leading light in the disabled
community, working for equality
among all Australians…He has fervently pursued equal rights for working people across the globe”.
Ron was the inaugural president of the
Australian Labour Law Association from

2001 to 2009 and is at present chair of
Radio for the Print Handicapped of NSW
Co-operative. The organisation runs
Radio 2RPH, which reads out newspapers
and magazines over the air for the blind
and other print handicapped listeners.
He is also one of two deputy chairs of
Vision Australia and one of 12 members
of the first monitoring committee for
the UN Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities. He was appointed
inaugural rapporteur of this committee
and is now the chair. McCallum has also
recently been appointed to the Federal
Government’s National People with
Disabilities and Carers Council.

WCC award for Michelle
From page 5

Prof Ron McCallum…equal right
campaigner

Michelle is also an important member
of Willoughby’s Cultural Events
Committee which provides a wide range
of cultural events across the Willoughby
area. One of the main events organized
by the committee is the annual Spring
Festival which Michelle helps to organise.
Because of her personality and drive,

Michelle has been master of ceremonies
at the annual spring fair for many years.
As she steps down from her role as
president of the APA, the Artarmon
community and the APA thank her for
all her hard work. She is community
builder and will be sorely missed.
Congratulations to her on her award.

“What’s on at the Freeway”
Mondays

Tuesdays

Wednesdays

Texas
Poker

Fame
Trivia

Monday to Thursday

Members’
Draw
Win up to $3,000

Register at 6pm

Register at 7.30pm

4pm to 5pm

Thursdays

Fridays

POOL
COMP

FREE
Office Party

Freeway Brasserie
Simply Great Food

Bring this coupon to receive your
COMPLIMENTARY glass of beer or
wine with each Main Course purchased
in February. (Conditions apply)

Fridays &
Saturdays

from 5pm
(min 6 people)

Register at 7.30pm

Saturdays

TAB & ALL
SPORTS
on

20 Big Screens

COUPON: GLASS OF
WINE OR BEER
6		

HAPPY
HOUR

Fri @ 7pm
Sat @ 6.30pm

Sundays

$10 Steak, Fries
& a Republic Beer
12-2pm
TANGO
4pm to 6pm

115 Reserve Rd (Cnr Gore Hill Freeway) Artarmon
www.freewayhotel.com.au | 9437 0000
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Crime writer finds inspiration in quiet Artarmon
by Jane Cozens

A

rtarmon resident Tom Gilling,
a successful writer and freelance journalist, who lectures
in creative non-fiction writing at UTS,
is working on his fourth book of crime
non-fiction. When asked what he likes
about living in Artarmon, his immediate response is “it’s quiet”.
His latest book is co-authored with
Clive Small, former NSW assistant
police commissioner and ICAC chief
investigator. It traces the history of the
Calabrian Mafia in Australia, from its
reign of terror in the cane fields of North
Queensland during the 1920s to its continuing role in the global narcotics trade.
A fearless task indeed! Tom’s first
two books, Smack Express and Blood
Money, about organised crime in
Australia, each sold 15,000 copies and
became primary sources for the very
successful Underbelly TV series.
He has published three fiction books
and a number of non-fiction works. His
first two novels, The Sooterkin (1999) and

Miles McGinty (2001), were listed in The
New York Times as notable books of the
year. His third, Dreamland – published
in 2008 and praised as “a crime thriller, a
road story, a meditation on identity” in The
Australian Literary Review – was successful both here and in the US and UK.
Tom moved from the UK in 1983,
when he won a cadetship at The
Sydney Morning Herald. After several
years writing a television column for
The Bulletin, he became a full time
author in 1999. Between books, he has
also written for NYT, Rolling Stone,
The Age, SMH and The Australian.
Tom is also writing a PhD and
bringing up two boys with his wife,
Rosemary, a journalist. The boys are
attending Artarmon Public School so
his working day revolves around theirs.
As a professional writer, Tom is happy
to live in a community like Artarmon
that takes books and writing seriously.
“We’re blessed with some wonderful
libraries here,” he says. “That means lots

Tom Gilling…resident crime writer

of book launches and author talks and
reading clubs.” He is particularly enthusiastic about the Shorelink network, linking all the north shore libraries. He has
been amazed by the obscure historical
material he has managed to dig up while
researching his books and PhD thesis.
His subject is a forgotten crime from the
1880s, which he discovered while reading an old newspaper. “It’s a fascinating
story,’ he says. “If I’m lucky, there might
even be a book in it.”

Get your 2011 flu vaccine
before it’s too late!
Who should be vaccinated? Anyone who wishes to reduce his/her likelihood of illness
due to influenza should be vaccinated. Vaccination is particularly recommended for
those at higher risk of influenza complications, including:
• Older people. For people 65 years and older, the vaccine is funded by the Commonwealth Government and supplied by your GP
• Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islanders 50 years and older
• Residents and staff of nursing homes and other long term care facilities
• Adults and children (6 months and older) with chronic disorders of the lungs or heart or
other chronic illness (e.g. asthma, diabetes, heart disease, kidney or liver disease)
• Women likely to be in the later stages of pregnancy during the ‘ﬂu season’ (ask your
doctor)
• Those who can transmit inﬂuenza to persons at increased risk (friends and relatives of
the chronically ill).

96 Hampden Road, Artarmon
Phone 9419 6880 Fax 9419 6868
Email nloganpa@bigpond.net.au
Web www.pharmacistadvice.com.au

Vaccination is also recommended for:
• Healthcare workers & those who work with people at high risk of inﬂuenza complications
• Travellers, particularly those travelling in large groups, or to the Northern Hemisphere
between October and March
• Although not a formal recommendation, vaccination programs in the workplace may
be cost effective.
More information on influenza: If you want more information on the ‘ﬂu’ or the vaccines,
which are available in-store now, come in and see Heidi, Ramesh, Kate or Nick for written
or verbal advice. You’ll love our service and we’re OPEN SEVEN DAYS.
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Artarmon’s secret oasis

Bouquets & brickbats

by Peter Egan

by Robert Newman

O

n the corner
of the Pacific
Hwy and
Mowbray Rd, over the
timber paling fence,
stand two historic Sydney
Water reservoirs. The reservoirs are in an enclosed
park out of bounds to
all but Sydney Water
staff and maintenance
contractors.
A plaque on the corner of the Pacific Hwy
and Mowbray Rd says:
“Chatswood Reservoirs –
Historic reservoirs…an oasis amid the traffic
Constructed in 1888, they
were the first reservoirs erected on the north side of the harbour and are still in
use. They are 370 feet above sea level. Each tank holds seven megalitres of water.
When built they supplied the whole of the North Shore east of the Lane Cove
River including Mosman. Water was carried from the Ryde Pumping Station
through a rising main crossing the Lane Cove River via a suspension bridge. A
third much larger reservoir was built behind them in 1966, holding 45 megalitres.”
On finding the main gate open, I could wander unhindered into what seemed
like a quiet, green oasis in the middle of the traffic. The reservoirs are effective
screens against the traffic noise.
The historic reservoirs, in the northern half of the grounds, are on Sydney
Water’s heritage register. A Sydney Water spokesperson told the Artarmon
Gazette that, although the two reservoirs were heritage items, they were still
structurally sound and could be used for backup. “Sydney Water heritage management plan sets out to maintain the integrity of the reservoirs, that includes
repainting the steel supports when needed,” he said.
The northern half of grounds could make a good pocket park and a building
nearby could house a coffee shop but because the site is still operational, only
Sydney Water personnel can enjoy this little oasis off two busy roads.

artarmon framing

The team at
Artarmon Framing
wishes you a
happy & creative 2011!
Lynn & Bob Greaves
94a Reserve Road, Artarmon
Ph: 9439 9992 • Fax: 9436 0264
Open: 9 - 5 M to F • 10 - 2 Sat.

Bouquets to:
• The woman in Cambridge Rd
seen leaving a bottle of wine for
the garbos at Christmas.
Brickbats to:
• The white ute dumping foliage
in Cleland Rd in first week of
January at 4:00 am.
• The two men with the old white
Balmain Rentals van sticking
up posters under the train line
bridge.

Home delivery of
fruit and veg
• mixed boxes
• $45, $55 & $65 sizes
• fresh from the markets we choose lovely fruit &
veg in season for you
• great for busy lifestyles
Established 15 years
Artarmon references

Phone 9878 2004
or email appleaday@bigpond.com

WHICH HUE
Colour Consulting and
Interior Decorating
in Artarmon

think
outside

the
square
contact Margot McKay
t 9413 1058 m 0402 855 299
www.whichhue.com.au
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Bunny mathematics
by Sonia Powell

O

ver the past year, residents have
observed with amazement an
explosion of bunnies since a few
pet rabbits were allowed to stray freely
onto Artarmon’s parkland and nature
strips. This unfortunate experiment seems
to be under way in Wickham Park, Kids
Cottage Park and around White St and
Broughton and Buller roads. The first
stray pet bunnies were a small family of
white rabbits in Buller Rd. They were
joined several months ago by a black
stray pet rabbit. Soon afterwards (no surprises here), observers noticed cute baby
black-and-white rabbits hopping around
the neighbourhood. A brown bunny
now also enjoys their company.
Rabbits have caused dreadful degradation to Australia’s environment, so
the threat of a feral rabbit population
explosion in Artarmon is worrying.
It is therefore a pleasant surprise that
the local stray rabbit numbers appear
to have stabilised. But perhaps this
points to distressing animal welfare

Stretch,
Strengthen
and Re lax

Hatha classes
with a green, leafy outlook
at Artarmon Bowling Club
Small classes emphasising
safe progress
and individual attention
Stray pet bunnies… one plus one
equals four plus more

outcomes. These lovable but destructive rabbits are likely to have fallen
victim to dogs and cats, cars, heat and
disease – perhaps even to a rabbit pie
or two. The message to bunny owners
is your rabbit needs your protection,
care and supervision. Don’t let your
pet become a pest.
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Highly qualified, experienced teachers
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Thursday
Friday

7:00 - 8:00am
9:00 - 10:30am
7:30 - 9:00pm
7:30 - 8:30am
9:15 - 10:45am

-

Sue
Sue
Sue
Sue
Gill

Enquiries welcome
Sue Livingston - 0423 697 363
yogaroad@optusnet.com.au
Gill Kamsler - 0438 177 480
gill@kamsler.com.au
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Service…

Powered by local knowledge
We believe the business of real estate is about more
than property… much more. It’s about people,
homes, neighbourhoods and communities. It’s about
creating wealth and raising families. It’s about
living comfortably and belonging.

9958 5211
Richardson & Wrench
487 Willoughby Rd, Willoughby

Rod Fuller
0420 239 733

Mark Kapterian
0425 242 642

rod@rwwilloughby.com.au

mark@rwwilloughby.com.au

Willoughby Artarmon Naremburn Willoughby Artarmon Naremburn Willoughby Artarmon

Willoughby Artarmon Naremburn Willoughby Artarmon Naremburn Willoughby Artarmon

Naremburn Willoughby Artarmon Naremburn Willoughby Artarmon

Naremburn Willoughby Artarmon Naremburn Willoughby Artarmon
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Late summer into autumn in the garden
by Mollie Shelley

A

s I write this, Queensland and
parts of Victoria and NSW
are coping with extraordinary
floods. We are lucky to escape such
drama but we still need to cope with the
results of a winter and spring that have
produced more rain than normal. This
has resulted in some exuberant growth
that needs to be subdued. Pruning has
become the order of the day. When cutting a plant back, we need to consider its
growth and flowering pattern so that we
can choose the right time to attack it.
The best time for most spring flowering trees and shrubs like Prunus
(Peach, Plum, Cherry) is immediately
after flowering. If you prune in winter
you will cut off most, if not all, of these
shrubs’ and trees’ potential flower buds.
Rondeletia is improved by cutting
back to leave 10cm to 20cm of the new
flowering wood.
Hydrangeas can be pruned down to a
pair of buds in June and they will still
flower but they will respond well too if
it is done now so that the plant’s shape
can be improved. Then feed them with
blood and bone and potash in August
to encourage and enhance flowering.
Sasanqua camellias have already
formed their flower buds in February.
If they have become too exuberant and
you feel obliged to restrain them you will
reduce, perhaps lose most of their display.
Hold off for three months if you can.

The only azaleas likely to
need restraint are the old robust
Azalea indica varieties like
‘Alba Magna’ and ‘Splendens’.
They can be pruned now but
no later than March so you
don’t lose their flowers.
Australian native plants are
best pruned immediately after
flowering and then only cut
them lightly behind the flowering stalks.
Another matter for consideration in the next couple of
months is the planting of spring
bulbs. I banned most bulbs from
my garden several years ago,
all except the more amenable
Spanish bluebells and some giant
freesias that have colonised a difficult
area. The problem for small gardens is
that bulbs have to be left in the ground
until the foliage dies down. Tolerating
the wilting, dying foliage is difficult in
a small shady suburban garden that has
limited sunny spots. The bulbs need to
be fed too to ensure next year’s flowers.
However I’ve really missed the old hardy
‘Erlicheer’ and ‘Soleil d’Or’ jonquils and
the ‘King Alfred’ daffodils. This year I
plan to grow them in pots that I can move
around, half a dozen or more bulbs to
each pot/tub depending on its size. If you
want to grow hyacinths and tulips buy
them early so that you can give them four

Artarmon@Council
A DA has been lodged with council for 152-156 Hampden Rd (DA2010/805), for an 18-unit block on the
sites of two houses west of the roundabout. This is an upgraded submission
for the site, including 156 Hampden Rd.
The original submission was in February
last year for 152-154 Hampden Rd (DA2010/59) for 8 units. This submission is
extended to 18 units and asks for a variation of the floor space ratio from 0.9:1 to
1:1. Parking is also increased from 8 to
20 car spaces. As with the earlier scheme
(DA-2010/59), the proposal will cast a
longer shadow in the winter mornings on
the park at Robert St (west of the site),
but the setback from the west boundary
is now deeper and the shadow would not

reach as far as in the earlier option. On
the north side of the proposed development (158-162 Hampden Rd) would be
a proposed block of similar proportions
and height (DA-2010/14 of February
2010), providing continuity in the streetscape with the existing block north of it.
Generally, no issues affecting the public
are expected.
Council had received no submissions
on the request by the 7-Eleven store in
Hampden Rd for 24/7 trading by the
time the notification period expired on
January 31.
A DA notification period for
the Local Bar and Bistro in 100
Hampden Rd was closed on January 31
(see Talking 2064, p14).
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Cartoon by Wendy Bishop
to six weeks in the fridge crisper before
planting them out by the end of April.
By the time of our next Gazette you
will be considering whether you want
to plant some annuals for spring/summer colour. I’m in the process of rescuing dozens of last year’s primula selfsown seedling to replant after the hot
weather is over. I’m hoping they will
be white like their parents but there are
no guarantees.
PERMACULTURE NORTH meets 3rd
Monday evening each month in
Lindfield. Contact 1300 887 145 or
info@permaculturenorth.org.au.

Correction
In the edition 52, November 2010
publication of the Artarmon Gazette,
it was incorrectly stated in an article
entitled Toyota Service in Ferrari
Style that Scuderia Servizio was “an
authorised Ferrari and Maserati service centre”.
This statement was incorrect, noting that the only authorised Ferrari
and Maserati dealership and service
centre in New South Wales is Ferrari
Maserati Sydney.
Scuderia Servicio European Pty
Ltd apologises to Ferrari Maserati
Sydney for this error and hereby corrects the record.
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...feedback

I

left Brisbane –
my home town
– in January
1974. Watching
the current flooding in south-east
Queensland has
been heart wrenching. It brought back
memories and more than a little disbelief to see those elegant Queenslanders
in the south and western suburbs up
to their waists in mud and worse. And
how can Toowoomba, perched on the
range, experience such a deluge?
We all know now that Brisbane and
many other low-lying coastal communities can – if we are to believe the
experts – expect increasing “extreme
weather events” and probable recurrence, within much less than 35 years.
It seems the topography here on the
North Shore will protect us from experiencing anything like Brisbane’s flood.
The same cannot be said for many of
Sydney’s western suburbs. Despite this,
over the past four years, council has
been conducting flood studies in our
city and we do have areas “at risk”.
The first study was of the Flat Rock
Creek catchment, where Naremburn
and Artarmon are located. Council has
communicated with all property owners who need to be aware that they are
affected. In addition, development controls are applied prospectively. WCC
has an interactive map showing these
locations: http://www.willoughby.nsw.
gov.au/Floodplain-Management.html
Past city engineers have tried
to convey stormwater away to the
“receiving body” (in our case, Middle
Harbour) as quickly as possible. This
era experienced the channelisation of
natural streams and creeks – dry most
of the time, then filthy raging torrents
during storms – conveying all manner
of waste into the harbour.
Now in more enlightened times, we
try to reduce those peak flow volumes
by for example, requiring on site detention tanks and rainwater tanks. I think
council could do a lot more to encourage domestic landscaping strategies too.
These have been called “raingardens”.
For more information, go to http://raingardens.melbournewater.com.au.

I have been disappointed to learn
some people seem to feel Artarmon
is a dangerous place for our children!
Recent advice from Middle Harbour
Schools Network school education
director Dean White has reassured us
there have been no recorded “incidents”
threatening the safety of children in the
closed (to cars) section of Abbott Lane,
next to Artarmon Public School.
As was reported in North Shore
Times, council officers are working to
achieve a sharing of precious public
land with the Department of Education,
maintaining “at grade” access for all. I
trust in doing so, we will all continue to
look out for the vulnerable members of
our community – young and old!
Kate.lamb@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

WCC director
resigns: After 16
years at WCC,
Marcia Waller has
resigned to take
up a position in
Tasmania. The significance of her contribution in leading
the community services team for council cannot be understated. The Spring
Fair, the Willoughby City Orchestra,
the Zenith Theatre, childcare and much
more fall under the community services
banner. Her departure in mid-February
will make a gap in council’s executive
for a time. I am sure you join me in
wishing Marcia well and thanking her
for the enormous contribution she and
her team have made to our community.
Mowbray-Sydney Rd lights: The
right-hand turn heading east can now
only occur when the lights allow it. RTA
made this change before Christmas without notice. Some residents took the issue
to WCC. The RTA told WCC the change
was made because of several accidents at
the intersection. WCC requested a right
hand bay but the RTA will not support
this because:
1. In reducing the through lane capacity to one lane and changing the
centre lane to a turning lane, traffic
would have to merge on approach
to the intersection causing delays by
vehicles unable to merge into moving
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traffic and creating conflict or risk of
accidents with merging vehicles.
2. Installing a third lane to provide a
right turn bay into Sydney Rd would
be too costly because RTA would
have to reduce the footpath, possibly
acquire land, move existing utilities
and upgrade the existing traffic signals.
Because of the relatively low traffic
volume turning into Sydney Rd, RTA
finds it difficult to justify the cost.
stuart.coppock@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

The unprecedented
severity of
Australia’s latest
flood disaster has
triggered fears in the
community about climate risks and failing
insurance cover. The rising trend of
natural disasters havs been attributed, at
least in part, to a more energetic atmosphere associated with rising greenhouse
gases. As I reflect on this predicament,
I believe Willoughby can be proud of
at least two of its recent initiatives – its
e-Restore levy and the resulting environmental activities in our community to
build awareness and resilience; and flood
risk identification and mapping.
Although the state government mandated the mapping, it was executed locally with professionalism and diligence.
The findings anticipated both precipitation and inundation to the surprise of
some ratepayers who had not considered
their properties at risk from the latter.
I hope the latest flood events will
assist council and the community to focus
on those environment programs that will
affect the ‘big picture’ issues such as our
community’s carbon footprint; and the
relationship between material consumption and a whole host of negative indicators for well-being, eg obesity, chronic
disease and drug dependency.
Personally, I am disappointed that
so much of my time as a councillor and
council staff’s time is spent on peripheral
issues to the detriment and deferment of
our major planned and agreed programs.
I see a vacuum of leadership at all levels
of government – engendered largely by
To page 13

Artarmon GAZETTE Edition 53 - February 2011

Soldiers & sailors residents celebrate
by Eva Wiland, Artarmon Gazette editor

A

rtarmon residents in the
soldiers & sailors precincts
had reason to celebrate more
than Christmas last year (right).
Residents and councillors met up
at the Artarmon Bowling Club last
December for a convivial get together
after an Herculian community effort,
including Monday lobbying at the open
forum at Willoughby City Council and
collecting 675 signatures for a petition
against the proposed medium density
zoning for the precincts. That resulted
in a rethink, which saved the precincts

as well as achieving conservation
protection for
Raleigh St and
44a, 44b and 46
Elizabeth Rd.
The council is
now looking
at alternative
sites, including
George Place, and
the Channel 9 site,
to meet the demand for 1937 low-cost
dwellings in the local government

Earth Hour in
Wilkes Avenue

Abbott Lane – an ongoing divisive issue

Willoughby City Council is again
marking Earth Hour in Wilkes Avene
this year on Saturday, March 26. Join
the Artarmon Progress Association
to turn off the lights. Mingle with
your neighbours, dine to candlelight under the stars and enjoy the
street entertainment and stalls.
Stall holders and businesses contact
Ross Dickson: phone 9419 8886 or
email rossjdickson@gmail.com

Earth Hour… entertainment under the stars

Councillors’ feedback

Soldiers & sailors…reason to celebrate

area to meet the NSW Department of
Planning’s LEP.

by Eva Wiland, Artarmon Gazette editor
Artarmon continues to be hopelessly
divided over Abbott Lane. The rift is not
only between Artarmon Public School
parents who want to see the lane closed
and the Barton Road residents who rely on
the lane to give them any easy, level access
to the Artarmon shops and the station but
APS parents, many of whom prefer the lane
to stay open, are also split over the issue.
The majority of the 60 or so residents
who turned up at a public meeting on
November 30 last year heaved a collective
sigh of relief over the compromise agreement NSW Department of Education and
Training and Willoughby City Council
reached to leave the paved area open
to the public, while APS takes over the
grassy area next to it. DET regional
school education director Dean White
told the meeting the department and
WCC would develop a plan for the lane,
which would be distributed in March for

comment, to be followed by another public meeting in April 2011.
Following the November meeting,
White met with 30 school parents
who were unhappy about the decision
and who handed him a petition of 150
signatures for its closure. The parents
claim the lane is unsafe, citing an incident involving a young student who
was allegedly accosted and sexually
propositioned. The parents’ protest was
published in The North Shore Times, on
December 17, triggering heated debate
and confusion over the lane’s future.
However, Artarmon Gazette understands that, according to the latest feedback from White’s office, DET has had
no reported incidents in the laneway and
is continuing to work with council on a
plan for the laneway. To follow the issue
or voice your opinion, join Artarmon
Progress Association on Facebook.

From page 12

fear of vocal and well-financed minorities, be they ‘tea parties’ or mining companies. Can we not learn to act before
‘the calamity’? How big must the calamity be to produce global action in our
current climatic circumstances?
Willoughby is in an enviable position
to provide leadership on what local government can achieve. I urge our community to show support for council management and staff so they can get on with
these important and agreed tasks.
Barry.Thompson@willoughby.nsw.gov.au
9412 1596 (phone/fax)

Quiz No 20 Answers
Four butchers: Artarmon Meat Service (110 Hampden); N Jones (102 Hampden);
SC Cook (Elizabeth St); and Musgrave Bros (128 Hampden).
Four dressmakers: Miss F Jeppeson (114 Hampden); Miss D Johns
(90A Hampden); Mrs Kirk (124 Hampden); and Mdme Wilson (104A Hampden).
Five fruit shops: JH Bamford (78 Hampden); M Fonti (86 Hampden); P Franks
(22 Elizabeth); J Moore (122 Hampden); and HJ Turner (130 Hampden).
Four confectioners: EH Boyd (84 Hampden); SR Brigden (4 Wilkes); The Kiosk
(Hampden); and V Maxted (Wilkes)
Sources: Sands Directory and Wise’s NSW Post Office Commercial Directory
Compiled by Marianne Nestor. This quiz forms part of a new and exciting APA
heritage project on Artarmon’s shopping precinct. To see current photographs
of the shops and businesses in the Artarmon shopping precinct, please visit the
APA’s web site at www.artarmonprogress.org.au.
Questions on page 3
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Talking 2064
by Ross Dickson,
the community
watchdog
No date has
been set for the
opening of the
Local Bar and
Bistro (see
Artarmon@Council, p11).
Artarmon local Angelo who is
involved in the development told me
he is very eager to make it a classy
place so continue to watch
this space.
Hamden Rd has a new nail
shop opening soon so no need to
rush to Chatswood and pick from
the myriad of nailshops there.
Those wanting their nails done will
only need to stroll down the road.

Autumn Fair
coming up at Willoughby Village

See the May Gazette
for more details
Some highlights will include stalls,
food and kids activities
Join us for this happy occasion!
36 Douglas Avenue Chatswood
9417 3328 | www.willoughbyvillage.com.au
Willoughby Retirement Community Association A not-for-profit organisation ACN 001 838 777

Artarmon may get its own noodle markets – evening markets
under the moon with small stalls
and wine displays and tasting. If
anyone has a business or wants to
hire a stall, email me.
Wilkes Ave might soon have a
great community venue. According
to unconfirmed rumours, a big dance
studio for adults is in the planning,
as well as offering kids and teenage
dance classes plus hiphop, salsa,
yoga, Pilates and Zumba. Also on
the drawing board is an adjoining
coffee shop as well as licensed
premises for lunch and dinner.
I am sounding out support for
an idea I have for the unused bushland near the tunnel in Elizabeth St.
What if it was turned in into an outside fitness area with free-to-use
gym systems? Some Chatswood
parks already have it – let’s bring it
to Artarmon so residents can stay fit
and enjoy the fresh air and bushland
at the same time. Email me your
ideas and let’s make this great area
even greater.
If you have seen or heard anything unusual in your neighbourhood,
email the community watchdog:
rossjdickson@gmail.com

PHYSIOTHERAPY
For twenty years,
Physiotherapist Ann
Liebert has run her
practice in Artarmon,
specialising in:
•
•
•
•
•

Back pain
Musculo-skeletal pain
Sports injuries
Occupational-related pain
Neck headaches

Retiring? Part-time? Student?
Needing an extra challenge in your life?
Put your spare time to good use....
and become a

Vinnies Volunteer!
We need people like you to assist
at our Artarmon shop.
Please contact Florence or Cathy on

ANN LIEBERT
&
JACKIE WALKER
Physiotherapists

SU I T E 6

110 H A MPDEN R OAD
A RTA R MON
PH :

FAX :
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9419 3599 or 9419 4236
or email svdpstives@optusnet.com.au

9419 3404
9419 2880
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Sustainability and climate change
by Stuart Sexton

T

he new year has brought devastating floods to Australia, Brazil
and Sri Lanka. It is easy to say
these events are evidence of climate
change but this may be too simple an
explanation for very complex weather
interactions. The La Nina phenomenon
has been around since there were oceans.
Although the latest rainfall has broken
longstanding records, this by itself is not
evidence of climate change influenced
by humans. However, one significant
statistic is that 11 of the hottest years
ever have occurred in the last 13 (ref:
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration USA). There are indications that increasing temperatures are
triggering more extreme weather events
– droughts, floods, hot summers and
freezing winters. Severe weather affects
food production too, causing shortages
and higher prices.
If new year’s resolutions are still in
fashion, we might do worse than review

our sustainability actions in our own lives
and immediate environment and make or
revive some promises to ourselves about
using less water and energy, minimising
waste and working towards sustainable
living. While more intergovernmental
co-operation is needed to tackle global
climate change and greenhouse gas emissions, we can at least look at coping with
some of the effects. For example, if we
have suitable space, growing our own
fruit and vegetables is a rewarding pastime, even if we have to be imaginative
to avoid inroads by possums and birds!
The Permaculture Sydney North group
is planning a demonstration of balcony
garden, making effective use of limited
space. I will obtain more information
about this project as it develops, but it
will hopefully show how people in apartments can maintain a garden.
Coping with and mitigating climate
change is an enormous task and can
look overwhelming. But as the ancient

philosopher Lao Tzu noted: “A journey of a thousand miles begins with
a single step.” The magnitude of the
task does not excuse us from avoiding
it. Even small steps forward will move
us along the way. The wellbeing of
our community depends on each of us
doing what we can to live sustainably.

The Artarmon Sustainability Street Group
has suspended its regular Thursday
monthly meetings. However the group
is continuing to work on the sustainable
garden outside the Artarmon Library on
the fourth Sunday of each month. There
will be plenty of time for sustainable
discussion as we work! Please join us if
you would like to help with gardening or
with watering (a roster is in operation).
Contact: stuartrsexton@gmail.com.

Artarmon dominates BBP participation
Almost half Willoughby City
Council businesses participating in
the Better Business Partnership, are
from Artarmon. According to BBP
operators, more than 25 of the WCC
government area’s 57 BBP participants
are located in the Artarmon village
shopping precinct and shop fronts are

quickly filling up with BBP stickers
recognising their sustainable actions.
BBP, a sustainable north shore
business project has had considerable success to date, working with
Artarmon businesses to incorporate
efficient technology with a good return
on investment. One such business is
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Northside Flowers which is anticipating savings of up to 57% after installing more energy efficient lighting.
Artarmon Fruit Market is estimating
savings of up to 25%. The shop has
installed insulating covers on refrigeration units, anti-static treatments on air
compressors and air handling units and
more energy efficient lighting.
In the WCC BBP area, 35 businesses
have undergone a professional energy
assessment under the energy efficiency
for small business program. Of these,
six businesses have already implemented energy saving technologies with the
potential to save an average $1,000 a
year for each business. The average
payback period is 1.7 years and the
actions represent a saving of 45 tonnes
of CO2-e emissions - equivalent to
about 10 cars off the road for a year.
To view the participating
Artarmon businesses on the
interactive BBP website map go to
www.betterbusinesspartnership.com.au.
Businesses can also register for the project
by phoning 9777 7516 or by email to
info@betterbusinesspartnership.com.au
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real estate news
By Wayne Marriott, Principal, Marriott Lane Real Estate
MEDIAN PRICES FOR ARTARMON UNITS AND TOWNHOUSES - 2001 to 2010
UNITS
Year

1 bedroom
$000
No. sold

TOWNHOUSES

2 bedroom
$000
No. sold

3 bedroom
$000
No. sold

2 bedroom
$000
No. sold

3 bedroom
$000
No. sold

2010

443

6

576

72

719

14

658

16

779

6

2009

409

26

520

95

605

17

584

18

694

4

2008

380

11

495

76

670

14

557

14

680

5

2007

337

8

475

103

619

14

535

14

607

10

2006

369

19

440

85

548

14

530

13

615

13

2005

341

8

435

80

534

12

527

5

610

5

2004

340

5

430

67

543

6

465

17

570

12

2003

342

5

414

81

555

14

460

17

570

10

2002

312

9

407

119

505

19

443

22

530

7

2001

299

10

350

100

455

18

380

19

475
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E & OE This information in this table has been extracted and compiled using the records of the Valuer General’s department and our sources. It is deemed reliable but is not guaranteed.

The table shows the median sale price of units and
townhouses in Artarmon over the past ten years. I’ve
narrowed the analysis to the properties in the core unit
area of the suburb – that is the West side properties,
with the Pacific Highway excluded.
The 2010-year was a remarkable year for these
properties where the median price increase was
more than 10%. Sale prices have increased in
excess of 20% over the past three years, significantly
outpacing inflation. You will recall that in the 2009
calendar year the GFC prompted the State and
Federal Governments to stimulate the economy using
bonuses directed to First Home Buyers. Activity and
prices increased as a result. Significantly, after the
bonuses were withdrawn and mortgage interest rates
were increased, the market powered ahead at twice
the rate in 2010.

ARTARMON OFFICE
110 Hampden Road, Artarmon NSW 2064
Phone: 02 9411 7299 Fax: 02 9413 1214
Email: artarmon@marriottlane.com.au

Marriott Lane Real Estate are experts in the sale and
rental of units and townhouses. We’ve sold more than
1,000 units since our inception and I’ve personally
sold many hundreds. We manage the rental of more
than 400 units as well.

No Charges Until Happily Sold
Marriott Lane has a unique Guarantee. There are
no up-front charges and you pay us nothing if, for
any reason at all, the property doesn’t sell. No
Commission, no Fees, no Marketing Expenses.
That’s just one of the eight points of our Home
Sellers Guarantee. Call us for a no-obligation price
or rental assessment for your property.

CROWS NEST OFFICE
61 Alexander Street, Crows Nest NSW 2065
Phone: 02 9906 2300 Fax: 02 9906 2322
Email: crowsnest@marriottlane.com.au ABN 65056655577
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