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Artarmon has spoken – WCC revises WLEP
by Michelle Sloane, Artarmon Progress Association president

Christmas celebration & AGM - Tuesday 23 November 8pm Artarmon Library

More than 2000 people celebrated Artarmon 
Public School’s centenary on October 24. 
Staff, students and parents were joined by 
alumni from all decades, including 97-year-old 
Owen Kimberley who started at APS in 1918.

Re-enacting part of the 75th anniversary 
celebrations, the school band marched from 
Jersey Road into Abbott Road to herald the 
official ceremony.

In her speech to the crowd, former school 
captain and Minister for Education and 
Training Verity Firth said she had made life-
long friends at APS. Current School captain 
Madeleine McDonald spoke of the diverse 
cultures represented in the school community. 
She said students were “taught to appreciate 
the differences in each other”. 

Attendees viewed an original school room, 
memorabilia from the past 100 years and dis-
plays of current students work. Entertainment 
was provided by the school bands, choir and 
dance groups.

Continues on page 4

Artarmon Public School shining 100 years on by Jane Rowley

Willoughby City Council (WCC) has listened 
to the Artarmon community and, at its public 
forum on October 20, revealed it had revised its 
proposed rezoning of the Soldiers and Sailors 
precincts from medium density to low density 
residential, effectively coming on its side.

Since March 2010, many in the Artarmon com-
munity have been greatly concerned about the 
proposed rezoning of two residential areas. 
WCC refers to them in its Draft WLEP 2009 as 
site 7 (Brand, Hawkins, Drake, Raleigh streets, 
340 Mowbray Road, and 44A-52 Elizabeth 
Street) and site 8 (Rimmington, Kitchener, 
Broughton, French and White streets) but 
to locals they are commonly known as the 
“Soldiers and Sailors” precincts.

Soldiers & Sailors: Many individual resi-
dents, alongside the APA, worked tirelessly 
to inform and engage the community. The 
Soldiers and the Sailors residents in particular 
made relentless efforts, taking their concerns 
to the WCC and keeping the issue top of 
mind for many.

The key recommendations for the Artarmon 
community in WCC’s Consideration of 

Submissions and Amendments to the exhib-
ited Draft Willoughby Local Environment 
Plan 2009, Draft Amendments to Willoughby 
Development Control Plan and Associated 
Draft Plans and Documents that council-
lors approved at a special meeting on 
November 3 are:

The proposed rezoning of Sites 7 and 
8 from R2 low density residential to R3 
medium density residential will not pro-
ceed. The recommendation is to amend 
Draft WLEP 2009 by zoning sites 7 and 8 
to R2.

Economically viable: The most compelling 
issue against the R3 rezoning was its eco-
nomic viability. In response, WWC sought an 
independent economic viability study. The 
International Property Group study concluded 
the substantial redevelopment of sites 7 and 
8 would not be economically viable in the 
next five to 10 years because their proposed 
floor to space ratio (FSR) would bring redevel-
opment land values substantially below exist-
ing residential property values.

DET Minister Verity Firth…old APA girl

Continues on page 8
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GAZETTE Editorial Eva Wiland

Letters to the editor
I am writing with questions and comments regarding the proposed Local Bar & Restaurant at 
100 Hampden Road, Artarmon. My major concern is that these premises are much more pub 
than restaurant. It will bring with it undesirable behaviour from late-night patrons. 

Although I understand the idea of “between lunch/dinner” business clients, there is no reason 
why a ‘restaurant’ would need to be open past the dinner hour, except to serve primarily as a 
drinking venue.

There are already drinking venues – the Great Northern Hotel and the Freeway Hotel – nearby. 
The community does not need another venue that serves alcohol late into the night as part of 
its main shopping area.

Several restaurants in Crows Nest on a Friday or Saturday night are hotels in disguise. Artarmon 
does not want or need that type of business. 

Artarmon is a quiet residential area. As a high-density community where many residents live 
within only a few hundred meters of the proposed site, it would be severely affected by any 
late-night increases in noise, litter or anti-social behaviour. 

I, along with other members of the community, would like more information about the sup-
posed benefits to our community of this proposal. 

I strongly object to the application as proposed, and invite other members of the community to 
have your say before it is too late. 
 - Dr Meryl McQueen

Some time ago I wrote, indicating I would be able to help out, in response to letters in the 
Gazette from Artarmon residents who were having difficulty locating a Justice of the Peace or 
someone qualified to witness or certify documents. That is something I have done on several 
occasions. However, because I have now retired, I am no longer able to assist in this regard. I 
know that there is a JP at Willoughby City Council chambers and some banks also have a quali-
fied person in their branch. 
 - Gerald Donovan

We wish you all the best in your retirement Gerald and thank you for your helpful information. 
Note information on the Willoughby City Library website: http://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/
Volunteering-at-Willoughby-City-Library-.html. The library provides a JP service for the certi-
fication of documents. This service is available at Chatswood Library, Level 1, Mandarin 
Shopping Centre, 65 Albert Av, Chatswood, on Wednesdays from 10am to 12noon and 
Saturdays from 10am to 12pm. On the NSW lawlink site: http://jp.lawlink.nsw.gov.au/public/
welcomePublic.do Artarmon residents can also look up JPs and their phone numbers by the 2064 
postcode. You will see from the list it appears we have quite a few to choose from. 
 – Editor

This last 2010 issue marks new beginnings for the Artarmon Gazette. For 
the first time, it has a dedicated publisher. Although the Artarmon Progress 
Association is the ultimate publisher of the Gazette, Geof Cameron, on the 
APA board, has been devoting his time to the business side of the Gazette, 
while I am concentrating on the Gazette’s editorial side. As its new editor, 
I am delighted and honoured to follow the tradition Anne Weinert started 
11 years ago, which Sonia Powell continued this year. We are pleased the 
Gazette’s production will still remain in Sonia’s very capable hands. 

One of the new editorial committee’s first decisions was to find a slogan for the Gazette that 
reflected Artarmon’s true character. It did not take long to decide on: “supporting the Artarmon 
community spirit”, which you will see on the Gazette masthead from now on. Other changes will 
follow next year to more widely reflect the diverse community Artarmon is. You will see more 
Artarmon “faces” in our pages, more stories, news and views. By next edition, we will be on 
Facebook as well as Twitter. You can follow us on Twitter now, look for Artarmon Gazette.

As we celebrate with Artarmon Public School its 100-year anniversary, we become even more 
aware that community spirit is what Artarmon is all about. I have lived in Artarmon for 21 years 
– as a polyglot that is the longest I have lived anywhere. What has kept me here and why I can 
truly call Artarmon home is this community spirit. 

It is with deep regret that I join the APA and the rest of the Artarmon community to say fare-
well to Michelle Sloane, departing APA president, and wish her luck as she leaves Artarmon. 
We’ll miss her energy, enthusiasm and extraordinary organisational skills and planning which 
brought us the Artarmon Fair – always a highlight on our calendar. We are also sad to say 
goodbye to Glenda Hewitt who has worked tirelessly as a much valued APA vice president and 
secretary, keeping the wheels running smoothly. So our Christmas party and AGM on November 
23 will mark a generational change for the APA as we vote for a new APA committee. Now is 
the time to put your hand up and really get involved in shaping Artarmon into the community 
you want it to be. 

Eva Wiland 
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au
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Library, Elizabeth 
Street, at 8pm. Please 
come along and 
help the Progress 
Association continue 
to make a difference to 
our community. 

As this will be our last 
Gazette for 2010, I 
would like to thank 
our fabulous Gazette 
Editorial and Advertising Team for their enor-
mous effort and hard work to keep this great 
community publication going! My most sin-
cere thanks to you all! 

I would like to pay particular tribute to Sonia 
Powell who undertook both editorial and 
design responsibilities for some months! Sonia 
you are a champion – thank you very much! 

It is my great please to welcome Eva Wiland as 
our new Editor! Eva is a long term APA commit-
tee member as well as a professional journalist 
and experienced editor. Eva is very excited to 
take on this very challenging role and has some 
great ideas for the Gazette. Eva – congratula-
tions and a HUGE thank you from us all!

On behalf of the APA Committee, I hope to 
see you at our Public Information Meeting 
on Tuesday 23 November and I wish you all a 
joyous, safe and healthy festive season and a 
happy and prosperous 2011! 

As I write this, it is just over eight weeks till 
Christmas! It is hard to believe 2010 is draw-
ing to a close.

In Artarmon, 2010 has been marked by sig-
nificant community action around issues such 
as the Willoughby City Council’s Draft WLEP 
and the Department of Education and Training 
(DET)’s compulsory acquisition of Abbott Lane. 

The Draft WLEP in particular has been the 
catalyst for community engagement similar to 
the Bike Path and Lane Cove Tunnel. Those of 
us who have lived in Artarmon for a while will 
remember those issues well!

It is tremendous to see the community come 
together around issues and achieve results as 
a consequence of that action. 

I have provided an update on the progress to 
date of the Draft WLEP. As I write, the special 
council meeting to consider the recommenda-
tions made in response to the 600-plus sub-
missions has not taken place. This meeting is 
scheduled for Wednesday, November 3.

The Soldiers and Sailors residents must be con-
gratulated for their tireless efforts to keep their 
concerns at the forefront of community discus-
sion and consideration. The key outcome from 
their efforts, those of the APA and others, is 
that WCC is recommending these two areas 
be zoned R2 residential and not R3 medium 
density. It has been a very difficult time for 
many residents in these areas, living with 
considerable uncertainty about the future of 
their homes. We hope WCC will vote in favour 
of this recommendation, putting an end to a 
troubling period for many in our community.

The APA is very appreciative of the attention 
council officers have given to the concerns raised 
in the Artarmon community. The results of that 
community’s action are a powerful reminder 
when people take personal responsibility for the 
quality and shape of the neighbourhood where 
they wish to live it brings results.

The NSW Department of Education & 
Training’s compulsory acquisition of the land 

Michelle Sloane, 
APA President

A Note from the President Michelle Sloane

known as Abbott Lane continues to be an 
issue of concern to some in the community – 
although it certainly has not achieved the “air 
time” devoted to the Draft WLEP.

Abbott Lane is a pedestrian-only thoroughfare, 
providing safe, level access to shops and transport 
for residents in and around Barton Road as well 
as industrial area workers who come to work by 
train. It lies between the two school campuses. 
DET has compulsorily acquired the land at the 
discretion of the Education Minister Verity Firth. 

Although the Progress Association under-
stands the school’s position in seeking this 
land, it would seem the impact on the 
broader community has been largely ignored. 
Willoughby council officers have put in consid-
erable time and effort to explain the impact on 
many in our community, particularly some of 
our older, less privileged residents, for whom 
loss of this access route will potentially cause 
considerable difficulty and hardship. 

Resident resistance to this acquisition and con-
cern about the lack of community consultation 
was made very clear to DET representatives who 
attended the public meeting held at the school 
on October 14. At this stage, the enclosure looks 
likely to be delayed until further community con-
sultation and appropriate implementation plans 
and alternative routes are considered.

For those of you unaware of the issue, you 
can read more about it later in this edition.

It is heartening to see such commitment by 
residents to specific issues when they come up 
in our community, My sincere hope is that we 
see this commitment to specific issues translate 
into a sense of responsibility to contribute to 
the broader community on an ongoing basis 
- to create and maintain the quality of commu-
nity we all cherish and seek to sustain.

Finally, as always I would like to invite you 
to our next Public Information Meeting, 
Annual General Meeting and Christmas 
Celebration!! -  to be held on TUESDAY 
23 NOVEMBER at the Artarmon Community 

Quiz No 19: 
Street front businesses in 
Artarmon’s shopping precinct

1. How many streetfront businesses are 
in the Artarmon shopping precinct: 
40-50, 51-60, 61-70?

2. How many are restaurants: 5, 6 or 7?

3. How many take-aways: 10, 11 or 12?

4. How many hairdressers (no clues for 
this question)?

Answers on page 15

Compiled by Marianne Nestor. This quiz 
is taken from information which forms 
part of a new and exciting APA project 
on Artarmon’s shopping precinct. To 
see photographs of the shops and busi-
nesses in the Artarmon shopping pre-
cinct, please visit the APA’s web site at 
http://www.artarmonprogress.org.au. 

“supporting the 
Artarmon 

community spirit”
leadership advertising  

delivery

Let’s talk about how you 
could help! Please contact 

editor@artarmonprogress.org.au.

Christmas Celebration & AGM
Tuesday 23 November

Plus Surprise Guest!!!!

Artarmon Library, Elizabeth St 

8pm

Please come along & share some 
Christmas cheer with your 

friends & neighbours!

For further information contact 
Michelle Sloane 

pres@artarmonprogress.org.au 
0412 267 828

Christmas Sausage Sizzle
Saturday 27 November Artarmon Village 
Green, Hampden Rd from 9.00am

great Xmas presents!!!)

cakes & puddings
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Looking For A Good Dentist on the North Shore?
(A Complete Family and Cosmetic Dentist - With That Gentle Touch...?)

Here’s 8 Good Reasons to Call Us Today:
1. Same day fast relief emergency Treatment. We promise to be gentle and considerate and use the 

best of care and techniques to give you a pleasant and pain free experience every time. Happy Gas always 
available to help you relax.

2. Extended hours from 8am. Open Saturday + Thursday nights for your convenience - and we won’t keep you 
waiting. 

3. White fillings and biocompatible, durable ceramic restorations. Non drug headache treatments + Anti-snoring 
appliances also available.

4. Complete family Dentistry. Kids always welcomed. Check out our kids corner.
5. Affordable Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry -  Easily improve your smile and enjoy strong and permanent, 

non removable teeth replacements that gives you immediate comfort and confidence with a natural smile and function.
6. No More Loose and Sore Dentures with One Visit Mini-Implants. Enjoy that apple or steak, today, and 

smile with real confidence again.
7. Sleep Sedation Dentistry by a qualified Anaesthetist using Intravenous Sedation or General Anaesthetic. 
8. Bad Breath Elimination Therapy - Never be embarrassed again with these simple effective treatments.

Call Us Now On 9419-7484 For An Appointment. 
www.ArtarmonFineDental.com 

Suite 1, Level 1, 80 Hampden Rd Artarmon 
(just above Commonwealth Bank)

Artarmon Medical Centre
has moved!

134 HAMPDEN ROAD ARTARMON 2064
We are delighted to announce that Dr Evelyn Ong has returned 

from maternity leave, and is now consulting on Wednesdays, 

Thursdays and Fridays, and we welcome Dr Elizabeth Nash 

and Dr Anca Slimovschi who have joined our practice. 

 

and welcoming new ones!

Our old 
location

Our new 
location 
next to 
the Lawn 
Mower 
shop near 
the round-
about

WE COLLECT
GOOD USED
FURNITURE

St. Vincent de Paul Society – St Ives Region
has urgent need of good clean pre-loved 
clothing, bric-a-brac, white goods, furniture 
& good quality electrical items.

We can arrange pick ups 
5 days a week. Please 

call us to arrange 
for collection.

Call Florence or Cathy @ Chatswood 

on 9419 4236 or 9419 3599
Your Support Helps Us

To Help People Grow

Artarmon celebrates 
100 years of education
Flags, created and decorated by APS students cre-
ated a festive atmosphere for the centenary cel-
ebrations. School education director Dean White 
led students past and present, their families and 
friends in a rousing three cheers for APS and the 
festivities began.

The school’s award-winning concert bands ser-
enaded the crowd while students and their families 
participated in a variety of arts, crafts and games 
the school’s multicultural committee and the P&C 
had organised. Using colourful sand and pebbles, a 
beautiful celebratory mandala was created outside 
the infants building. 

Henna tattoos were very popular and many 
children were delighted to write their names in 
Japanese characters using a traditional brush tech-
nique. There were school yard games from the 
past to play and games from schools around the 
world including a Korean stone catching game. 

Liberal MP for Willoughby Gladys Berejiklian said the 
multicultural emphasis reflected the local com-
munity. “I think the cultural diversity adds to the 
school.  It’s a great example and microcosm of our 
broader community,” she said. 

A game many older participants enjoyed was 
trying to place names and faces from the 
past. Brother and sister, Gary and Marilyn Blue 
caught up with Suzanne Yeo and Robert Clancy. 
Together they attended APS between 1947 and 
1956. It has become a family tradition for Robert; 
his grandchildren Samantha and Charlotte Clancy 
are current students at APS. Like all students, 
they wear the school badge and motto printed 
on their uniform. 

Dilys Wright and John Streckfuss, part of a group 
of twenty from the Class of 1951, were proud to 
have been involved in the creation of the motto and 
badge design. The carefully chosen words “Learn to 
Live” continue to inspire 21st century students.  

More recently, the addition of the school values 
– harmony, synergy and excellence – have 
resonated with many students including School 
Captain Brendon Ward who used them to sum up 
his positive experiences as a student at APS. 

Along with many other students, Brendon 
proudly wore his Centenary Medal. The medal 
was presented to every APS student and teacher 
to commemorate the school’s centenary – a 
memento to treasure as the school community 
looks to the future, continuing to evolve and grow. 

An enthusiastic Minister Firth said: “Artar mon 
has always had an incredible dedication to public 
education, it’s always had a reputation for being 
a really high quality school literally throughout 
its hundred years and I think it will be so for the 
next hundred years.”

- Jane Rowley

Photos, opposite:

Top, L-R: Owen Kimberley…class of 1918; 
APS Principal Louise Green {MPS Photography}; 
APS mandala

Middle, L-R: class of 2010; APS…marching in

Below, L-R: class of 1954; APS string group
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inging made easy
Unlock the song in you!

Call Steve & Waty or drop in

9412 1746
102 Hampden Road

ARTARMON
FAMILY BUTCHER

Now taking

Christ
mas

orders!
FREE UV & Tint
for prescription 
sunglasses
till 31st December 

Optometrist

Make an appointment today
Phone 9412 3757
122 Hampden Rd Artarmon
Free Eye exams
(medicare conditions apply)

Artarmon Vision Specialists
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Residents vent anger over Abbott Lane closure by Eva Wiland, Artarmon Gazette editor

The three men in suits from for the 
Department of Education and Training were 
ill prepared on October 14 for the anger 
Artarmon residents unleashed at them over 
the compulsory acquisition of Abbott Lane.

The majority of the 50 or so residents who 
turned up at the DET information night at the 
Artarmon Public School (APS) – many of them 
parents of APS students – had arrived to fight 
against the closure of the laneway.

According to a Willoughby City Council-
commissioned report, the lane provides an 
important pedestrian access to and from 
Artarmon village and the station for Barton 
Road residents, including about 270 frail, 
aged and disabled at the Housing NSW com-
plex next to the lane. In addition, Abbott 
Lane is the safest and most direct route for 
workers to the industrial area. 

The report, undertaken by gtk consulting, 
recommended against the closure of the lane, 
saying it was used by a significant number of 
pedestrians not associated with the school – 
91 (46%) between 7am and 10am and 102 
(30%) between 2pm and 6pm.

An inspection of Hampden Lane as an 
alternative route, suggested by Minister of 
Education and Training Verity Firth, found 
it potentially dangerous for the frail and 
disabled because it was a one-way road for 
motor traffic and had no pedestrian footpath. 
The closure would force pedestrians to walk a 
longer, steeper route. “In view of the adverse 

impacts”, it was considered DET’s compulsory 
acquisition and closure should not proceed.

DET director of planning & delivery Tony 
McCabe, who was the department’s “fall guy” 
to address the angry gathering and answer 
questions, stressed no change would be made 
to Abbott Lane until consultation with the 
wider community had been completed. 

He explained it was “very common” for DET 
to make compulsory acquisitions of land 
when there was a need without having any 
specific plan for the land. “It doesn’t always 
mean full development will happen.”

McCabe pointed to the overcrowding of the 
schools in the Artarmon, Chatswood and 
Naremburn. APS student numbers between 2005 
and 2010 had increased 15.7%, to 753 and was 
projected to increase another 807 by 2015. 

At this point one of the Barton Road residents 
interjected: “What about the other people – 
there are a thousand of us who use that lane.”

Other comments followed: “This is typical of 
the department.” “You people are unbeliev-
able.” “This is poor custody of public money.” 

McCabe said there were several “options” 
– one was to link up the two school cam-
puses and provide a “safe corridor between 
the schools” another was expansion of the 
schoolyard or shared use of the lane, closing 
it off at certain times of the day only. 

One resident said: “There is only one option 

– that’s to leave (the lane) open.”  APA com-
mittee member Peter Egan asked why the 
department had bought the land “blindly”. 
“That’s just crazy,” he said.  

APA president Michelle Sloane said: “There’s 
a lot of discussion about consultation but very 
little actual activity. What that acquisition will 
do is to deny those who are elderly and frail 
and a force them to take substitute routes 
which are dangerous.”

McCabe said the consultation process would 
include another information meeting in 
November. DET would correlate the informa-
tion from the meeting and consultation with 
WCC, which would be presented at another 
information meeting in November.

Options for managing the land would be 
developed in March 2011. In April 2011, there 
would be further community consultation on 
DET’s proposed options.

The gathering clapped when Willoughby 
Mayor Pat Reilly warned: “Be careful you are 
genuine when you talk about consultation… 
You’ve been greatly upsetting the equilibrium 
of the people who have come here tonight.”

“We are not happy with how this has been 
handled. You’re certainly going to get opposi-
tion from the Artarmon community and you’re 
certainly going to get opposition from us.”

McCabe admitted: “Clearly it would have 
been a better move for us to consult at an 
earlier stage.” 

Monday to 
Thursday

HAPPY 
HOUR

4pm to 5pm
Courtesy Bus 

available

Mondays

Members’ 
Draw 

Win up to $3,000

Wednesdays

Fame 
Trivia 

Register at 7.30pm

Fridays

FREE
Offi ce Party  

from 5pm
(min 6 people)

Fridays & 
Saturdays
WILD
Poker  

Fri @ 7pm
Sat @ 6.30pm

Saturdays
TAB & 
ALL 

SPORTS   
on 20 Big Screens

Saturdays

LIVE 

MUSIC
from 7pm

Sundays
$10 Steak, Fries 
& a Republic Beer 

12-2pm
TANGO

4pm to 6pm

Thursdays

POOL
COMP 

Register at 7.30pm

Tuesdays

Texas 
Poker 

Register at 6pm

Freeway Brasserie
Simply Great Food

“What’s on at the Freeway”

     115 Reserve Rd (Cnr Gore Hill Freeway) Artarmon | www.freewayhotel.com.au | 9437 0000COUPON: GLASS OF
WINE OR BEER

Bring this coupon to receive your 
COMPLIMENTARY glass of beer or 
wine with each Main Course purchased 
in November. (Conditions apply)
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Stay on top of Diabetes, upgrade
your blood glucose meter for $9*

96 Hampden Road, Artarmon
Phone 9419 6880 Fax 9419 6868

Email nloganpa@bigpond.net.au
Web www.pharmacistadvice.com.au

sec
5

Hypo
indicator

Test
reminder

Infra-Red
communication

Tiny sample
size with

under dosing
detection

Super
fastfi ll

Fast 5 
second

test time

At Nick Logan Pharmacist Advice, we want to help diabetics to monitor and control 
their blood sugar and minimise associated complications such as vision, kidney and 
circulatory problems.

To do so we have secured a $40 cash back offer (until 31 December 2010, while 
stocks last) on our already low price of $49 for the Performa meter by Roche 
Diagnostics.*

The Performa is a compact monitor that gives accurate readings in 5 seconds from a 
tiny blood sample. So whether you need an upgrade or even a spare meter for work, 
now is the time to get one.

Come in and check it out today. You’ll love our service and we are OPEN SEVEN DAYS.

Offer closes 

31 December 2010

while stocks last

It was with much sadness many in the Artarmon 
community attended the service in September 
commemorating the life of Mercedes.

Born in a small village in the Amazon region of 
Ecuador, Mercedes and her husband migrated 
to Australia in 1973. Their daughter Denise was 
born in 1974. But Mercedes felt isolated and 
alone and the strain caused the breakup of the 
marriage. She was left to bring up Denise alone. 

She took on menial work but realised education 
was the key to improve her life. She went to 
university. She and Denise boarded in Artarmon 
in the house she eventually purchased. Mercedes 
taught languages, speaking not only her native 
tongue but also English, French and Japanese.

While at university, she met Richard. They mar-
ried and were happily together for 26 years. 
When Denise was 19, daughter Francesca 
was born. Because Mercedes had worked 
such long hours while Denise was young, she 
vowed to spend as much time as possible with 
Francesca. She joined the mothers’ group at 
St Basil’s where she and Francesca made many 
close and lifelong friends.

Mercedes was a tireless worker for her com-
munity. She worked with the Artarmon 
Progress Association and was on the 
Neighbourhood Watch Committee. She was 
a great supporter of, and lobbied for, the 
Artarmon bicycle path. She believed the path 
would be a boon for young mothers to be able 
to safely walk their babies to the Artarmon 
reserve and also as a way of getting around 

the neighbourhood. And she was eternally vig-
ilant. When she believed something was amiss 
in the community, she was onto it, lobbying 
council, the APA or whoever needed to know.

But Mercedes’ greatest love, apart from fam-
ily and friends, was gardening. As she herself 
said: “Flowers are the language of friendship.”

She was a wonderful gardener. Mercedes’ 
house was a testament to permaculture, one 
of the first such houses in Artarmon. She 
grew vegetables and fruit trees in her own 
garden and when she ran out of space, she 
planted in the pathway behind her house. 

As soon as the Artarmon Community Garden 
Project was launched, Mercedes was there 
to help. Even towards the end of her life, she 
attended gardening bees when she could, 
even if it was just to sit on the seat and talk to 
her gardening friends while holding the hose.

At her memorial service, many friends and 
family spoke lovingly of Mercedes. Some 
of the many words describing her were: an 
Earth Mother, generous, sharing, hospitable, a 
woman of impeccable taste, stylish, exotic, nur-
turing, courageous and a person who always 
had a smile on her face and in her voice.

Mercedes did not want florist flowers on her 
casket. She requested only flowers from her 
own garden and from friends’ gardens. So 
her casket was festooned, not just with mass-
es of flowers, but with broccoli flowers and 
chard, and all manner of herbs. Every flower 

was a special tribute to her from her many 
friends. At the end of the service, everyone 
placed a sprig of rosemary on the casket.

The Artarmon community will remember 
Mercedes with deep love and affection. 
Already there is talk of requesting council 
to re-name the pathway behind her house 
in her honour. From the Artarmon commu-
nity, we extend our most sincere sympathies 
to Richard, Denise and Francesca and her 
extended family here and overseas. 

Mercedes Graciela Riviera (1953-2010) by Marianne Nestor

“My girls have been 
a human garden. To 
see them flourish is 
my greatest wish. I 

have done my best.”

 
Mercedes Riviera
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Bouquets & brickbats
by Robert Newman

Bouquets to:
Willoughby Mayor Pat Reilly on 
International White Cane Day who walked 
‘blind’ with local resident Betty Stone to help 
raise awareness of Guide Dogs NSW/ACT's 
new campaign 'Don't Turn a Blind Eye'. 

Bunnings for service. A gentleman came in 
trying to buy a plastic sieve with similar sized 
holes to the shopping basket. They didn’t 
stock them so they scanned the bar code on 
the basket and sold it to him for under $8. 

All the Artarmon residents who turned up 
at the Abbott Lane meeting on October 
14 and expressed their view forcefully to the 
Department of Education and Training’s three 
men in suits.

Brickbats to: 
The Department of Education and 
Training for its compulsory acquisition of 
Abbott Lane without community consultation 
and expecting to get away with it.

The cyclist spotted riding alongside parked 
cars in Hampden Road, in the opposite direc-
tion to the oncoming traffic, being a law 
unto himself instead of following traffic rules 
which are the same for all vehicles, including 
bicycles. 

Australians’ blasé attitude towards medicines 
is leading to further health problems for many 
and is placing avoidable pressure on our 
health system.

Artarmon pharmacist Nick Logan says: 
"Pharmacy sales of over the counter pain kill-
ers containing codeine were restricted in May 
this year because misuse was resulting in an 
unnecessary number of serious side effects 
and hospitalisations. Codeine has numerous 
side effects and interactions with other medi-
cation as well as its potential for dependence.”

An article published in Medical Journal 
of Australia has detailed serious health 
effects in patients who misused pain kill-
ers containing ibuprofen and codeine. It 
notes more than half a million Australians 

use combination pain relief products for 
non-medicinal purposes.

Karen Kaye, acting CEO of NPS, an independent 
organisation enabling people to be medicine-
wise, says people need to start thinking more 
seriously about non-prescription medicines.

“Just because a medicine can be purchased 
without a prescription doesn’t mean it’s risk-
free,” Kaye said.

“Modern pharmacy staff are trained to 
answer your questions regarding pain relief 
medication. I would encourage people to dis-
cuss side effects, interactions and appropriate 
doses of all pain medication, no matter how 
safe they are regarded, with their pharmacist 
or doctor." 

P
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Health risks from medicine misuse

Raleigh St stays in conservation area
Willoughby City Council decided at a special 
meeting on November 3, one of the ‘soldiers 
& sailors’ – Raleigh Street – was to remain 
a conservation area, which leaves 44A, 44B 
and 46 Elizabeth Street still recommended 
in the WCC WLEP report for removal as a 
conservation area.

However, the APA has requested council 
officers reconsider their recommendation 
regarding clause 5.10 (11) Replacement 
Development. Although the APA agrees this 
clause does not imply any prima facie support 
for demolition, it continues to make the point 
there are virtually no free standing houses in 
the east Artarmon conservation area that are 
in such poor quality or state of neglect that 
they would warrant demolition. 

This clause may be applicable to other conser-
vation areas in the municipality but is neither 
relevant nor useful when assessing develop-
ment proposals in the Artarmon conservation 
area and has the potential to be detrimental.

R3-R4 alternatives: The WCC report notes 
the Channel 9 site is seen as “a potential 

future residential site if and when Channel 
9 vacates” it. The report suggests suitability 
of properties adjacent to the site for medium 
density housing can be reviewed at this time. 
The land in Walter Street, known as site 21 
in the residential report, is proposed for R3 
medium density in Draft WLEP 2009. 

WCC environmental service director Greg 
Woodhams told the Artarmon Gazette 
another decision at the special November 3 
meeting was that the council would investigate 
whether the west side of Rimmington Street, 
on Artarmon’s west side, might be appropriate 
for R3 medium density zoning.

The WCC economic viability study had looked 
at George Place for rezoning as R4 – high 
density residential – but did not recommend 
it. The council argued there were valid reasons 
for not rezoning this area because a supply of 
existing industrial land was needed, particularly 
for the service industry in the LGA, providing 
future employment and services.

- Michelle Sloane
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What’s good about living in Artarmon?

Lara Meacock, 15: It’s got a train station, so you can go 

anywhere. The people are also really friendly.

What’s bad about living in 

Artarmon? No one’s really heard 

of it and it’s a bit far away from 

everything.

WHICH HUE
Colour Consulting and

Interior Decorating
in Artarmon

contact Margot McKay

t 9413 1058   m 0402 855 299

www.whichhue.com.au

thethink
outsidesquare

Lynn & Bob Greaves
94a Reserve Road, Artarmon

25%
OFF
STOCK frames
until 23 Dec when 
you present this ad

artarmon framing

Youth Voice
Karina Curry-Hyde and Caitlin Pienaar asked their young Artarmon 
peers what was good and bad about living in Artarmon. These are their answers:

What’s good about living in Artarmon?
Arseny Laptev, 8: Well, it’s mostly I get to play with my friends at school, and I get to do sport on Friday like basketball, or tennis, or tee-ball. And also, sometimes my mum and dad get to go to the video shop and rent some movies and my friends can come over. 
What’s bad about living in Artarmon? There’s not much bad about living in Artarmon, but my mum always has to drive up to Parramatta everyday to work.

What’s good about living in Artarmon?

Maxine Macdermott, 12: Well, having friends close by and being 

able to walk everywhere without too much trouble. You also have 

access to a park close by and bike trails. My friends are close by.

What’s bad about living in Artarmon? It’s fairly far away from 

the city, it’s easy to follow the train but it’s harder than if you lived 

at, say, Milson’s Point. My school friends live elsewhere and it’s 

harder to catch up with them.

What’s good about living in Artarmon?

Hugo Opeskin, 15: Everyone’s nice and friendly, there’s lots of 

fun stuff to do. We’ve got really good neighbours and there’s 

such a nice atmosphere.

What’s bad about living in 

Artarmon? Nothing at all. 

What’s good about living in Artarmon?

Max And erson, 10: Well, it’s close to the shops if you are 

walking home, and at school, most of the teachers are nice.

What’s bad about living in 

Artarmon? Not much. 

What’s good about living in Artarmon?

Anna and Lauren, 11: It has a great school, with really good 

bands, and we have really nice neighbours. 

What’s bad about living in 

Artarmon? It can be boring. Also 

there are no big shopping centres 

with shops like Smiggle and Coles.

What’s good about living in Artarmon?
Zoe Powell, 16: It is great because it’s really easy to get wherever I need to go, and all the people that own the shops are really nice. Most of them haven’t 
changed since I moved here when 
I was 3. It was also really good as a 
kid because there are heaps of parks 
and things close to home, which I 
think is really important.
What’s bad about living in 
Artarmon? I can’t think of any-
thing, sorry. It was the best place to 
grow up, and I wouldn’t have had it 
any other way.
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The number of incidents between July and 
September is enough to warn residents to be 
mindful of home and vehicle security at all times.

North shore police are urging local residents 
to be vigilant in securing their homes as the 
warmer weather approaches. Although local 
break and enter rates have been significantly 
down over the winter, police have noticed an 
upward trend in the past weeks.

Analysis shows a big percentage of offenders 
have targeted homes with open or unlocked 
door or window – in some cases where 
the occupants have been home at the time. 
North shore police crime prevention officer, 
S/Constable Matt Jewell, said people tended 
to leave their main doors open during warmer 
weather, making them a target for thieves. 

“Often people leave their doors or windows 
open to take advantage of the fresh spring 
air," he said. “This makes it easier for oppor-
tunists and professional thieves to enter and 
steal handbags, wallets and other easily 
accessible items.” 

Security screen doors and window locks are 
simple measures to maintain security while 
opening the house up to the warmer weather.

CW5 Neighbourhood Watch AGM & 
Christmas Cheer: Monday, December 6, 
8pm, Artarmon Library

Contact Clare at clarehb@telstra.com. 

Artarmon Neighbourhood Watch – CW5 – 
Spring Update by Ian Fletcher & Clare Hamilton-Bate

Crime Statistics for Artarmon, 
July - September 2010

Break, Enter, Steal & Intent Steal Statistics for 
Artarmon, July - September 2010

Common assault 4
Armed robbery 1
Steal from person 0
Steal from motor vehicle 14
Other steal 12
Break and enter (see table below) 36
Graffiti 0
Malicious damage to property 8
Total 75

Type of 
Premises

Residential
Commercial, 
industrial

Number of 
Incidents

32 4

Locations

18 units, 
7 garages, 
6 house/town-
house, 1 other

1 warehouse, 
3 other

Point of 
Access

11 windows, 
8 front door, 
4 other doors,1 
wall, 1 garage, 7 
other/unknown

2 front door, 
I front wall, 1 
unknown

Method of 
Entry

9 forced/manip-
ulated lock; 7 
open/opened,3 
physical/smash, 
13 other/
unknown

1 forced lock, 
2 other, 1 
unknown

Source: COPS, NSW police

Source: COPS, NSW police



Artarmon GAZETTE Edition 52 - November 2010  11

For twenty years,
Physiotherapist Ann
Liebert has run her
practice in Artarmon,
specialising in:

SUITE 6
110 HAMPDEN ROAD 

ARTARMON

PH: 9419 3404

FAX: 9419 2880

PHYSIOTHERAPY

ANN LIEBERT

&
JACKIE WALKER

Physiotherapists

• mixed boxes
• $40, $50 & $60 sizes
• fresh from the markets - 

we choose lovely fruit & 
veg in season for you

• great for busy lifestyles

Established 15 years
Artarmon references

Phone 9878 2004
or email appleaday@bigpond.com

Home delivery of 
fruit and veg

Gardens for busy people (part 2)
by Mollie Shelley. Cartoon by Wendy Bishop.

PERMACULTURE NORTH meets 3rd Monday evening 
each month in Lindfield. Contact 1300 887 145 or 
info@permaculturenorth.org.au.

Scuderia Servizio European, which took over 
the former Maserati-Ferrari dealership premises 
in Whiting Street last February, is a European 
prestige car service centre but can easily dou-
ble as a third place for Top Gear fans. 

Its massive 1,100sq m open plan workshop 
is spotlessly clean, offering while-you-wait 
car service. 

Customers can watch their cars being 
repaired as they sip genuine Italian coffee in 
a comfortable lounge, which offers luxurious 
leather sofas, the latest car magazines as well 
as free wi-fi and HD television.

Although the workshop specialises in high per-
formance prestige European cars, it also provides 
diagnostic tools for most European cars as well 
as Japanese and Australian vehicles.

Tony Murace, Scuderia Servizio manager, 
told the Artarmon Gazette, the workshop 
owners saw a business opportunity when 
the Maserati Ferrari dealership closed its 
doors, and one of the Ferrari mechan-
ics who wanted to continue working in 
Artarmon joined its team of other senior 
factory-trained technicians.

Since opening at the former Maserati and 
Ferrari service centre, Scuderia Servizio has been 
performing specialised car servicing and repairs 
on a wide range of popular European models.

“But you don’t have to have a European 
prestige car to get your car repaired here,” 
Tony said. “Just the other day, we repaired a 

Honda for an Artarmon female pensioner.” 

Tony said Scuderia Servizio was also an 
authorised air-conditioning station and 
offered vehicle safety inspection for pink slips 
and blue slips. He said the workshop would 
rather offer value-added service than give 
meaningless loyalty points. 

“We were going to do (points) but then we 

said why don’t we do something that appeals 
more to (customers),” he said.

That includes a free pink slip with each service 
or repair, a free keyring worth $20, wash and 
vacuum worth $33 or pink slip worth $37. “This 
will apply to those who will use us for their car 
service – a there’s no catch,” he said. “We’re 
truly trying to put something back.” 

Toyota service in Ferrari style by Eva Wiland, Artarmon Gazette editor

Here is more on how to establish a good 
looking garden that requires low mainte-
nance. In the previous issue of the Gazette, 
I said we would talk about leaf colour, size 
and structure. First assess your garden’s con-
ditions. There is a vast difference between 
plants suitable for a small front garden which 
faces west, getting lots of hot summer sun or 
for a deep back yard receiving little sun and 
where you want to establish privacy.

Shut your eyes and imagine how you would 
like each area to look when established. 
Think about the finished shape, the heights 
of plants you would like in various areas. Take 
into account any existing permanent plant-
ings. When you choose plants, remember, 
except where you want to make a feature of 
one particular plant, repeat plantings tie a 
garden together. They help avoid that untidy, 
unplanned look. Apart from the border plants 
we talked about last time, think in threes or 
more. They do not necessarily need to be 
close together but should still be within sight 
of each other. Try to vary leaf size, colour and 
texture.  Put in enough of any one kind so its 
individual character is not lost. Plants should 
contrast or compliment one another.

Leaf colour: grey-leaf plants like rosemary 
and lavenders, ground covers like Cerastium 
or Snow in Summer and Stachys,  or Lambs’ 
Ears, come from hot dry Mediterranean cli-
mates. Australian natives with grey, narrow, 

rough or hairy leaves come from dry 
areas. Think of the tough narrow 
leaves of our banksias, wattles, 
grevilleas, the grey leaves of some 
of the grasses and plants like 
Westringia Fruiticosa. 

The bigger and softer the leaf or 
the darker it is, the more likely it is to 
need shade and protection from harsh 
conditions. Plants develop large leaves 
to enable them to manufacture enough 
chlorophyll in shady conditions. Cliveas, 
Spathiphyllums and many Begonias have 
adopted that strategy. The soft texture of 
many ferns indicates their need for protec-
tion. Plants with variegated leaves generally 
need some sun to retain their variegation but 
many do not like exposure to too much hot 
midday sun. There are exceptions such as the 
recent hybrid Abelia x magnifica Variegata, 
an undemanding low growing shrub which 
looks like being an asset for small gardens 
and the currently popular variegated form of 
Trachelospermum, or Star Jasmine, used as a 
ground cover.

Many Begonias have a strategy found in 
succulents such as Kalanchoes. They store 
water in their fleshy leaves or stems, helping 
them to survive water shortages. This is 
a useful attribute to consider because 
they produce both flowers and interesting 
evergreen foliage. Among both genera are 

plants that give you interesting leaf coverage 
with the added bonus of a splendid flower 
display. They strike easily so it is not difficult 
to have several plants. 

Forget roses until you have time to feed, 
water, prune and care for them if or when 
they succumb to disease. One possible excep-
tion is the climbing Banksia rose which does 
require some pruning but seems to be gener-
ally trouble free. Long ago, I banned most 
climbers from my garden because of difficulty 
in keeping them within bounds and their 
need for annual pruning. One exception, my 
Wisteria, is confined to a large tub. 
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...feedback

Modernisation: As I 
write these comments, 
the Local Government 
Conference I am attend-
ing in Albury in a few 
days time comes to mind. 
The conference theme is 
“Modernisation of Local 
Government”. That cov-
ers response to calls for 
Local Government repre-
sentation in the federal 

constitution and calls from several groups for 
council amalgamations, especially around Sydney. 
The conference is also expected to approve a 
long-awaited agreement for full amalgamation 
of the Local Government Association and the 
NSW Shires’ Association.

Willoughby City Council has been discussing the 
local impact and there is no appetite for forced 
amalgamations from either side of govern-
ment. WCC has joined and strongly supports 
the Northern Suburbs Regional Organisation of 
Councils (NSROC) to reap some of the purported 
amalgamation benefits. Several gains have been 
made – joint procurement and waste services 
tendering, regional state of the environment 
reporting are some – but more can be done. 

Sighs of relief: In 
reviewing your submis-
sions on the Draft LEP, 
Willoughby City Council 
officers have made 
recommendations 
which allow us all to 
relax a bit. The people 
of Artarmon have spo-
ken – to us and to each 
other. The ‘Soldiers’ 

and ‘Sailors’ of the suburb developed a strat-
egy, applied  themselves to the challenge 
and acquitted themselves brilliantly. Despite 
the angst, the suspicions and hostilities, new 
relationships have been forged, the sense of 
community has strengthened and it will, with-
out doubt, benefit all who live, work and play 
here. Congratulations!

Another cause for relief relates to what looks 
like an indefinite delay of the threatened 
enclosure of a section of Abbott Rd. This 
strip of land was the subject of a compul-
sory acquisition initiated by Artarmon Public 
School principal Louise Green and subse-
quently effected at the discretion of Minister 
Verity Firth. That was all despite the advice of 
Willoughby Council staff who did their best 
to explain that denying this access would 
cause hardship – and as it turns out – sig-
nificant resistance and anger on the part of 
those affected. 

This resistance was made plain for the three 
departmental officers at an “Information 
meeting” on October 14, at the school. The 

50 or so attendees found it difficult to under-
stand how such a thing could happen in the 
absence of public consultation and in the 
absence of any plan as to what was to hap-
pen – other than denial of public access! It 
was especially heartening to have the support 
of pharmacist Nick Logan who spoke con-
vincingly about the adverse health impacts 
of the proposed enclosure and to have the 
Artarmon Progress Association president 
Michelle Sloane, who also lent support to 
the residents’ interests. Hopefully, common-
sense will prevail and we can begin to discuss 
reversal of this absurd proposal. Well done 
to local warriors including Pat, Daisy, 
Lynn and Laurie.

COAG meeting: Next week I will attend 
the Local Government Association Annual 
Conference in Albury. For the past two years, 
I have been honoured to represent local gov-
ernment on the executive of the NSW Local 
Government Association and I am standing 
for election again. Last week, I attended 
a consultation by COAG Reform Council 
Taskforce officers, reviewing capital cities’ 
planning systems. Sydney is not shaping up 
well in aspects dependent on state govern-
ment leadership, eg integrating planning and 
transport. The officers were particularly inter-
ested in examples of community engagement 
and I was pleased to be able to report on our 
council’s example of putting The Concourse 
development to the people and getting a 
65% “go for it”. I believe WCC has come to 
their attention in a number of aspects, to the 

extent we are likely to provide a case study 
for their report expected in December. If 
interested, follow this link. http://www.coag-
reformcouncil.gov.au/agenda/cities.cfm

Kate.lamb@willoughby.nsw.gov.au 
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...feedback
The Concourse: WCC regrets The Concourse 
does not have more support from regional, 
state or federal bodies, given it is a regional 
facility. Perhaps now is the time for initia-
tives that can encourage funding for regional 
infrastructure and service projects such as 
improved regional sporting facilities or region-
al wellness or disease minimisation services 
(the right term has yet to be coined). Maybe 
there is place for regionally organised local 
transport initiatives.

As WCC looks ahead to these opportunities, 
it is eager to ensure its efforts do not merely 
generate another bureaucratic layer. We walk a 
tortuous path as federal money comes to local 
government through ‘tied’ grants and admin-
istration and scrutiny at both federal and state 
levels fails to add value. The purpose of new 
structures is to cut through such bureaucracy, 
where funding can be generated more directly, 
eg through directed grants or by a regional 
execution body that can issue government-
guaranteed bonds to the public. 

Early action is possible in some areas. NSROC 
has just completed a survey of regional sports 
facilities. A need’s survey of Willoughby’s future 
sports and recreational facilities is almost com-
plete. These areas may provide a useful jump-
ing-off point for both regional and local activity. 
Imagine a number of all-weather synthetic 
sports fields throughout our region, all built on 
the experience gained from operating the foot-
ball and cricket pitch being laid at Northbridge. 
Locally, we might be able to start the refurbish-
ment and expansion of the Willoughby Leisure 
Centre much earlier than would be possible 
with normal recurrent funding.

In coming months, WCC and NSROC will 
work on these issues. In some projects, it is 
unlikely all NSROC members will choose to 
participate but that should not stop groups, 
willing to act together, from forming. I see 
an exciting future for such developments. 
Community support needs to be demon-
strated as part of the funding process, giv-
ing communities and their clubs, teams or 
activists a voice and some ownership in the 

process. I will use the summer break – from 
mid-December to early February – to contem-
plate this issue and report to you in February. 
In the meantime, I wish you all a wonderful 
festive season and a great start to the second 
decade of the 21st century.

Barry.Thompson@willoughby.nsw.gov.au 
9412 1596 (phone/fax) 

Draft WLEP: The latest 
report from Willoughby 
City Council officers 
has had a pleasing out-
come for residents in 
the Soldier and Sailor 
streets. This, unfortu-
nately, does not change 
WCC’s need to gener-
ate 7000 new dwellings 
by 2030 to meet the 

State Government’s Metropolitan Strategy. 
Whether a possible change of state govern-
ment will change this local target, is a moot 
point. The fact is, natural population growth 
will demand new housing stock. Our com-
munity needs to be strategic about this issue 
and find a community supported approach on 
where new dwellings can go.

Willoughby2020: I have set up a website –  
www.willoughby2020.com.au – to seek your 
views on the development of high-rise resi-
dential development in the Chatswood CDB 
as a vision for Willoughby’s future. I would 
ask you to participate and to pass the word 
around to friends who are residents. I think 
this is an important issue and one that can 
shape the future of our city in a positive way.

Educational places: I have raised this issue 
of future educational places at Artarmon and 
Cammeray schools in my latest newsletter. 
Given its significance for local residents, as 
feedback has indicated to me, I repeat my 
comments. In an attempt to gauge future 
numbers of students in Naremburn Ward, I 
have offered, as a community service, to run 
a survey at http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/
futurenumberssurvey. 

If, in the next five years, you think you will have 
children attending Cammeray Public School or 
Artarmon Public School, please participate. The 
information in the survey is anonymous and will 
be passed on to the Department of Education 
and Training. This survey stems from an informal 
discussion with a relevant department officer. It 
is aimed at identifying any issue regarding avail-
able public school places in the near future.

Abbott Lane: I have prepared a survey for 
local residents to give their opinions on the 
State Government’s closure of Abbott Lane. 
The results of the survey will hopefully help us 
come to a compromise. Residents may have 
learned of this but if not, please participate 
so I can forward the survey results to council 
officers who have indicated the information 
will be useful. See: www.surveymonkey.com/s/
AbbottStArtarmonClosure

Children’s services: WCC is conducting a 
children’s services needs analysis to plan for the 
future childcare needs in the community. They 
have commissioned GML Social Research to 
undertake the study and estimate our future 
childcare requirements. A key part of this study 
is to understand the current supply of formal 
childcare and identify any areas of unmet 
demand for services and service types. Results 
were expected at end of October.

Chatswood Mall: Works are continuing on 
Chatswood Mall and the water sensitive urban 
design retention pits are being completed at the 
top half of the mall. WCC’s decision on the final 
artworks has enabled the power connection and 
installation of plinths for the artwork at the top 
of the mall. This means paving works in this sec-
tion can be completed. Works have also begun 
at the bottom of the mall.

Artarmon Library: The opening of the new 
Library at Tindale Rd, Artarmon, has been 
delayed until the end of 2011. This is because 
of the demands on council staff from the 
property division and library staff because of 
the impending opening of The Concourse in 
September 2011.

stuart.coppock@willoughby.nsw.gov.au 

Retiring? Part-time? Student?
Needing an extra challenge in your life? 

Put your spare time to good use.... 
and become a

Vinnies Volunteer!
We need people like you to assist 

at our Artarmon shop.

Please contact Florence or Cathy on 

9419 3599 or 9419 4236 
or email svdpstives@optusnet.com.au 



14  Artarmon GAZETTE Edition 52 - November 2010

Talking 2064
by Ross Dickson, the community watchdog

 Artarmon 
residents could be 
socialising and 
sipping wine at a 

small bar at the 
former Shead Real 
Estate outlet, 
100 Hampden Road, 

by the end of the year or in early 2011 if 
enough people in the community support it.

An application for The Local Bar & 
Bistro has been lodged for serving alcohol 
at the premises, which will have a full 
kitchen and seating for a maximum 120 
patrons.

A small bar or so-called “laneway bar” 
licence is a new type of hotel licence that 
permits the sale of liquor to no more than 
120 patrons at any one time. It was the 
brainchild of the City of Sydney Mayor 
Clover Moore to support a diverse, 
intimate and more civilised drinking 
culture.

According to reliable sources, the opening 
of the bar could coincide with a facelift of 
the whole block and the disappearance 
of the ugly metal poles holding up 
ageing awnings.

 It has been sad to see Pizza on 
Wilkes close its doors after operating for 
about a year. But a new operator, The 
Dutch Oven is taking over the premises. 

 Some may already know, but a new 
retail space is taking shape in Elizabeth Street. 
According to the builders, a yoga centre is 
soon to open – so watch this space.

In the meantime, the local yoga classes 
in Wilkes Avenue have moved to the 
peaceful surrounds of Artarmon Bowling 
Club at the end of Burra Road.

 Whip birds have been heard in 
Artarmon, joining the bush turkey as 
native birds return to our neighbourhood. 
Look out for them on your walks in the 
Artarmon Reserve.

 Order has returned to Wilkes 
Avenue and shop owners are breathing a 
sigh of relief after the messy work on the 
foot paths have been completed. The water 
and sewerage lines have been separated 
for each shop in the lead up to their sale in 
a few months time.

 Some months ago a certain local 
paper said Artarmon was a boring suburb 

– our vox pop on page 9 comprehensively 
debunks that claim.

If you have seen or heard anything 
unusual in your neighbourhood, email 
the community watchdog: 
rossjdickson@gmail.com 

Willoughby Village
Friendly, recently renovated village for over 55s
Secure, quality independent living units
Peaceful location overlooking Muston Park
Close to Chatswood amenities - 30m to bus stop
Adjacent accredited hostel for assisted living 
Recession-proof accommodation

Studio, 1br & 2br units
and townhouses
Units to suit singles and couples with varying needs
Studio & 1br $131,500 - Pensioner rental assistance available
2 br $500,000 - Annual refund after 2 years residency

36 Douglas Avenue Chatswood
9417 3328 | www.willoughbyvillage.com.au
Willoughby Retirement Community Association A not-for-profi t organisation ACN 001 838 777
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Quiz No 19 Answers 

Questions on page 3.

1. 61-70 but really about 63.

2. Seven restaurants: Taipei Chef; Yaniku; 

Sanya; Sushi-Ya, Thai Charm; Japanese 

Noodle Genki; and Pizzeria La Stazione.

3. 11 takeaways: Hampden Gourmet; 

Jade Lotus Kitchen; The Thai; Little 

Thai Palace; Spitroast; European Piatsa; 

Artarmon Gourmet Chicken and Salad 

Coffee Lounge; Maya Indian Curry 

House; Subway; and 2 Pizza Lunas. 

4. Three hairdressers: P’zazz Hairdressers; 

Black & White; HOW Hair on Wilkes.

Some thoughts about power and energy issues by Stuart Sexton

It is worth reminding ourselves about the 
three key focus areas in our efforts to live a 
sustainable lifestyle: waste, water, energy. 
Everyone can help in some way to minimise 
their use of these three in their household, 
their business, and their lifestyle. In doing so, 
we help our environment directly. Little things 
count for a lot if enough people do them: 

cooling in summer and energy-efficient 
lighting go some way towards reducing 
energy consumption;

compost bin for scraps helps reduce 
waste; and

-
den lowers household water use.

The three Rs of sustainability – reduce, 
reuse, recycle – act as guideposts to help us 
manage our waste, water and energy in our 
own little spheres of influence. But we must 
also acknowledge some major issues need to 
be tackled at corporate and government level 
to make a real lasting difference to Australia’s 
and the world’s overuse of resources and 
consequent effect on climate.

In Australia, we have become accustomed 
to cheap power from coal, and having 
our income from iron ore, coal, and other 
minerals support our way of life. We 
are starting to realise all these resources 
are non-renewable; when they are used 
up there will be no more of them. Coal 
particularly is a major source of pollution 
and greenhouse gases. Yet we continue to 
use power from coal-fired power stations to 
sustain us and think little or nothing of it.

There have been discussions about other 
energy sources and some moves towards 
testing them out. Australia has an abundance 
of gas, which is less polluting than coal 
although it still releases greenhouse gases 
into the atmosphere when burned. Australia 
also has a large proportion of the world’s 

known uranium, but nuclear power is 
always a controversial topic, for safety and 
environmental considerations at least. Wind 
energy is starting to be exploited locally on a 
commercial scale and we as consumers can 
opt to support it by paying for “greenpower”. 
However while the cost to us of coal power 
remains low by world standards, other energy 
sources inevitably cost us more. Geothermal 
power, from the earth’s hot core, is so far 
untried and the technical difficulties enormous.

So what of solar power? Heat from the sun 
is freely available in Australia, non-polluting 
and renewable as long as the sun lasts. Can 
it be collected, stored and distributed on a 
nationwide scale? At street level some of 
us have invested in photovoltaic (PVC) solar 
collection, in which the panels on house roofs 
feed solar energy into the national power 
grid for which we receive a “feed-in tariff.” 
But domestic PVC systems cannot store 
solar energy overnight to power a house or 
support the power grid. For large-scale solar 
energy takeup, the issue of storing the power 
for later use must first be solved.

One of Willoughby City Council’s latest 
forums on solar thermal power featured 
speakers Matthew Wright, Beyond Zero 
Emissions executive director, and David 
Mills, until 2005, principal research fellow 
at University of Sydney and recently retired 
chairman of Ausra, a company specialising 
in solar thermal technologies. Those who 
attended received a wealth of facts, figures, 
concepts and plans for solar thermal energy.

Beyond Zero Emissions prepared an ambitious 
plan for Australia to achieve carbon-free 
power generation by 2020, and presented it 
to the Australian Government. 

The concept is based on the use of commonly 
available salts being heated during the daytime 
from solar power collectors, and releasing this 
heat during night hours to provide a constant 
source of power. While commercial viability has 
yet to be proven in Australia, a solar thermal 

power plant 
has been 
operating 
successfully 
in California 
for nearly 
30 years 
and some 
European 
nations are 
now planning 
solar thermal 
installations. 
So is this the 
bright future 
of Australian 
power 
generation? 
The forum 
thought 
so, and endorsed an approach to Council to 
promote solar thermal power to the State 
Government (which is considering suitable 
sites for a pilot station). It would be most 
encouraging to see this go forward, as NSW 
urgently needs additional sources of power 
– particularly carbon-free power! NSW’s 
and Australia’s carbon debt is very large per 
head of population.

The Artarmon Sustainability Street Group has 
suspended its regular Thursday monthly meet-
ings. However the group is continuing to work 
on the Sustainable Garden outside the Artarmon 
Library on the fourth Sunday of each month. 
There will be plenty of time for sustainable discus-
sion as we work! Please join us if you would like 
to help with gardening or with watering (a roster 
is in operation). You can contact me by email at 
stuartrsexton@gmail.com about the Garden or 
for any sustainability issues and questions you 
have, and I will respond accordingly.

PS10 solar thermal tower 
near Seville, Spain. (Abengoa 

Solar, 2008, “Solutions to 
Global Climate Change - 

Power Tower Plants”)



real estate news
By Wayne Marriott, Principal, Marriott Lane Real Estate

The number of house sales in the 2009/2010 financial year 
was precisely at the long-term average of 36. The median 
price remained virtually stable at about $1,425,000.

The proposed LEP changes by the Council have caused 
significant discussion and controversy in the community.  
The Council is planning to finalise the draft LEP in early 
November, having received hundreds of submissions from 
local residents as well as technical reports from their staff.  
Owners of affected properties have largely refrained from 
selling this year, wisely waiting until there is more certainty.

Residential unit sales volume increased over the year by 
more than 10%, as did the median price. Even though the 
Government stimulus directed to first homebuyers has 
been reduced, there is still high demand from this sector.  
In addition there is increasing evidence that investors are 
buying again and this appears to be the best explanation 
for the stronger prices at this time.

We are delighted with the response by the 
people of Artarmon to our change of trading 
name from Home Traders. Feel free to drop 
in and see us – we are open 7 days per week 
with extended trading hours as well.

Marriott Lane collects the most accurate and 
comprehensive data available to the general 
public.

To see the up to date details of properties sold 
in Artarmon and other suburbs in the vicinity, 
plus many suburb-statistics, go to our website 
(www.marriottlane.com.au).  You will find the 
information under the red Suburb Sales tab.
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CROWS NEST OFFICE
61 Alexander Street, Crows Nest NSW 2065
Phone: 02 9906 2300 Fax: 02 9906 2322
Email: crowsnest@marriottlane.com.au ABN 65056655577

ARTARMON OFFICE
110 Hampden Road, Artarmon NSW 2064
Phone: 02 9411 7299 Fax: 02 9413 1214

Email: artarmon@marriottlane.com.au

10 year comparison of Artarmon house sales

Price ($)Price ($) 2000/012000/01 2001/022001/02 2002/032002/03 2003/042003/04 2004/52004/5 2005/62005/6 2006/72006/7 2007/82007/8 2008/92008/9 2009/102009/10

Under 800,000Under 800,000 14 (52%)14 (52%) 18 (51%)18 (51%) 5 (13%)5 (13%) 2 (5%)2 (5%) 6 (17%)6 (17%) 6 (17%)6 (17%) 3 (8%)3 (8%) 2 (5%)2 (5%) 2 (6%)2 (6%)

800,000-1,000,000 10 (37%) 6 (17%) 15(39%) 17 (39%) 3 (9%) 1 (3%) 8 (24%) 2 (5%) 5 (16%) 3 (8%)

1,000,000-1,200,0001,000,000-1,200,000 2 (7%)2 (7%) 3 (9%)3 (9%) 11(29%)11(29%) 11 (25%)11 (25%) 9 (26%)9 (26%) 9 (25%)9 (25%) 10 (30%)10 (30%) 6 (17%)6 (17%) 2 (6%)2 (6%) 6 (17%)6 (17%)

1,200,000-1,400,000 5 (14%) 5 (13%) 9 (20%) 11 (31%) 11 (32%) 7 (21%) 10 (26%) 6 (19%) 7 (19%)

1,400,000-1,600,0001,400,000-1,600,000 1 (4%)1 (4%) 1 (3%)1 (3%) 1 (3%)1 (3%) 3 (7%)3 (7%) 3 (8%)3 (8%) 5 (14%)5 (14%) 3 (8%)3 (8%) 5 (13%)5 (13%) 6 (19%)6 (19%) 8 (22%)8 (22%)

1,600,000-1,800,000 1 (3%) 1 (3%) 1 (2%) 2 (6%) 2 (8%) 2 (6%) 4 (11%) 6 (19%) 8 (22%)

1,800,000-2,000,0001,800,000-2,000,000 1 (3%)1 (3%) 1 (3%)1 (3%)1 (3%)1 (3%) 1 (3%)1 (3%)

2,000,000-2,300,000 1(2%) 1 (3%) 3 (8%) 3 (3 (10%) 3 (8%)

2,300,000+2,300,000+ 1 (3%)1 (3%) 2 (6%)2 (6%) 4 (11%)4 (11%) 1 (3%)1 (3%)

Total Volume 27 35 38 44 3535 35 35 37 31 36

Total SalesTotal Sales $21.9m$21.9m $32.6m$32.6m $38.9m$38.9m $48.4m$48.4mmm $40.7m$40.7m $41.9m$41.9m $40.9m$40.9m $58.9m$58.9m $43.8m$43.8m $43.8m$43.8m

Median Price $810,000 $931,000 $1,024k $1,108k$1,108k $1,200k $1,193kk $1,230k$ $1,630k ,430k$1,43 $1,425k

E & OE This information in this table has been extracted and compiled using the records of the Valuer General’s department and our sources. It is deemed reliable but is not guaranteed.E & OE This information in this table has been extracted and compiled using the records of the Valuer General’s department and our sources. It is deemed reliable but is not guaranteed.d using td using t department and our sources. It is deemed reliable but is not gdepartment and our sources. It is deemed reliable but is not g


