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‘Artarmon Loop’ now comes to Artarmon! 
By Robert Newman

Public Information Meeting - Gil Davis - “Keep the Streetscape & Sell for More”, 
8pm, Tuesday 2 March, Artarmon Bowling Club. More on page 2.

In May 2009, the Gazette reported on Willoughby City Council’s 
(WCC) introduction of the free ‘Artarmon Loop’ bus service from St 
Leonards station through the Artarmon Industrial Area (AIA). 

We are pleased to report that, with the addition of an off-peak 
service, the ‘Artarmon Loop’ will now actually come to Artarmon, 
with the trial of expanded routes during off-peak times to service 
Artarmon Station and Royal North Shore Hospital (RNSH).

The new trial service will operate between 10am and 2pm and 
includes the introduction of seven new stops in the residential area west 
of the railway line, three new stops in the AIA and a new stop at RNSH. 
The service will continue to cover the existing 16 stops in the AIA and 
Gore Hill area commencing from Herbert St near St Leonards station.

During the off-peak period, passengers wishing to travel along the 
regular route can access either bus marked with a blue or red 
sign. To travel to the Artarmon shops or railway station during 
the off peak period, catch the bus marked with a red sign which 
departs St Leonards station every 30 minutes, and passengers for 
the Royal North Shore Hospital should catch the bus marked with 
a blue sign which also departs St Leonards station every alternating 
30 minutes during the off peak period. Customers should also note 
that the bus stop outside St Leonards station in Herbert St has been 
temporarily relocated 200 metres north to accommodate road and 
drainage works associated with the RNSH redevelopment. 

Artarmon Village Route (red bus sign - shown on the map at 
right in dark green): will follow the standard all-day route (marked 
in light green on the map) until Reserve Rd but will continue across 
the freeway into Barton Rd, Hampden Rd, Broughton Rd, Buller 
Rd, Jersey Rd, Reserve Rd, Dickson Ave and rejoin at Clarendon 
St. (This service misses two stops in Campbell St and one stop in 
Clarendon St which will still be covered by the RNSH Route).

RNSH Route (blue bus sign - shown on the map at right in 
black): during off peak times the bus will cover the standard route 
and will also then turn into Westbourne St to a new stop near 
RNSH.

The new stops between 10am and 2pm are:

1 West side of Reserve Rd south of Curry Ln (outside Artarmon 
Framing) – opposite the Freeway Hotel

2 West side of Reserve Rd south of Barton Rd (outside 23 Barton Rd) 
– between the roundabout and the freeway

3 North side of Barton Rd opposite Thompson Lane – Artarmon 
Public School Carpark

4 West side of Hampden Rd south of McMillan Rd

5 84 Hampden Rd (West side) – Artarmon Shops South

6 6 Broughton Rd (South side) – St Basil’s Anglican Church

7 East side of Reserve Rd south of Jersey – Thompson Park North

8 East side of Reserve Rd north of Barton – Thompson Park South

9 113 Reserve Rd (East side) – Freeway Hotel

10 28 Dickson Ave (South side) – opposite Firefly Dance Club

A 3 Westbourne Ave (South Side) – between the public and 
private sections of RNSH

The trial of the extended loop will run until June, and will then be 
reassessed. The service, while free to use, is funded out of WCC’s 
e.restore program. As such, the better utilised it is, the more likely 
the service is to be kept running and for the local councillors to be 
able to justify its continued existence.
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GAZETTE

Editorial

Letter to the Editor

A warm welcome to readers old and new as we bring you the first Gazette of 2010.

In this issue, we celebrate ten years since the Gazette became the newsletter of the Artarmon 
Progress Association, back in early 2000. I hope you enjoy our short retrospective on pages 8-9, a 
reminder of some of the key challenges, opportunities and causes for celebration and campaign, 
past and present, that the Gazette has brought to this community’s attention over the last decade. 

We also acknowledge our longstanding previous editor, Anne Weinert, and celebrate with Anne 
the Cultural and Community Building Award presented to her on Australia Day by Willoughby City 
Council - a wonderful tribute to Anne’s wide contribution to Artarmon sustained over many years. It 
has been a privilege to collaborate with Anne on the Gazette since I first became involved, and the 
whole team has appreciated her strategic vision, her organisational capabilities, her attention to detail, 
her deep awareness of current matters, and her generous commitment of countless hours of exper-
tise. Under her leadership the Gazette grew from strength to strength, and she has set the bar high 
indeed. Congratulations, Anne, and thank you from all of us on the Gazette team.

To every Artarmon Gazette reader who would like to support the many informative and 
community-building activities of the Progress Association - not only this publication, but also the 
Artarmon Community Fair, our public information meetings and far more as well - please join in 
our activities, and we would love you to become a formal member. Simply use the membership 
form located on page 6.

Finally, thank you to the talented volunteers and business supporters who make each edition of 
the Gazette possible - what a crew!

 
sonia Powell 

editor@artarmonprogress.org.au

School Reunion: Looking for any old classmates who attended Artarmon Primary K 1972 – 
6th Class 1978. A reunion is being held 17 April 2010 at The Great Northern Hotel, Chatswood. 
Please contact Vilma Fiadino at vilmafiadino@hotmail.com to confirm and for further details.

Vilma Fiadino

Public Information Meeting
Tuesday 2 March

“Keep the Streetscape 
& Sell for More”

at the Artarmon Bowling Club, 
Burra Road at 8pm 

Drinks will be available from the Bar.
For further information please contact

Michelle sloane 0412 267 828

Special Guest Gil Davis, 
author of Sell for More – 
Secrets that will maximise 
the sale of your property
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Happy New Year and happy 
Chinese Year of the Tiger!

2010 kicks off for the APA with our 
first Public information Meeting on 
TUEsDAY 2 MARCH. At this meeting we wel-
come back to Artarmon Gil Davis, the founder 
of Home Traders Real Estate. Gil will speak 
about the importance of preserving Artarmon’s 
heritage streetscape and its relationship to 
maximising the value of your property.

In February this year Artarmon businesses 
will be invited to participate in the pilot of an 
exciting new project ‘sustainable Business 
- North shore’. This is part of a regional 
project, across North Sydney, Willoughby, 
Ku-ring-gai and Hornsby Council areas. 
Artarmon has been selected to participate 
due to its keen interest in becoming a leading 
sustainable community.

The project will make it easier for business to 
be “green” and help them to be recognised 
for their efforts. Businesses will receive: 

•	 tailored	sustainability	solutions	and	action	
plans for their business 

•	 assisted	access	to	rebates	and	funding	as	
well as discounted energy and water saving 
products 

•	 detailed	information	on	how	to	save	money	
and reduce electricity, water and waste 

•	 local,	expert	assistance	through	the	
process, from assessment through to 
implementation 

•	 increased	profile	in	the	local	community	
through media, business networks and 
council communications 

•	 access	to	an	awards	program	offering	
promotion of participating businesses to 
increase profile, customers, marketing 
advantage and reputation.

This is an exciting opportunity for Artarmon’s 
business community and we look forward 
to highlighting their efforts and successes 
in coming editions of the Gazette. For our 
business readers who want more information 
about ‘Sustainable Business - North Shore’ 
please contact Danielle Domone, Project 
Co-ordinator - Sustainable Business - North 
Shore Project on 9777 7516 or 0435 657 520.

Our fabulous Artarmon Community Fair 

returns this year. On 
saturday 8 May the 
Artarmon Village - 
Hampden Road, Wilkes 
Ave and Elizabeth Street 
- will come alive with a 
fantastic variety of stalls, 
entertainment, food, 
kids’ rides, games and craft…..and much 
more!  Local businesses and organisations 
including the Artarmon Public School, Noah’s 
Ark Toy Library, Willoughby City Council and 
many others will come together to celebrate 
and showcase our community. If you have 
not been to our Fair before make sure you 
mark the date on your calendar now! 2010 
is shaping up to be our biggest and best 
Community Fair yet!

Lastly, thanks to everyone who attended 
our Christmas Party and AGM. Our sincere 
thanks go to outgoing committee members 
Michael Dawes, Anne Weinert, Tony Kemm 
and Carol Elliott – and a very big welcome 
to new members Plamen Bassarov and 
Geof Cameron. Very special thanks go to 
Michael Dawes who has tirelessly served our 
community as APA President and Treasurer 
for almost 15 years. Michael’s commitment 
and dedication to Artarmon is most sincerely 
appreciated – you will be missed!

To all our members and friends I wish you 
health, happiness and success in all your 
endeavors throughout 2010. 

A Note from the President by Michelle sloane

 

 

 

 COMMUNITY FAIR
Saturday 8 May * Artarmon Village * 10.00am to 3.00pm

Featuring: Welcome to Country & Smoking Ceremony 
* Artarmon Star Search *  

Willoughby City Band * Music & Art by Artarmon Public School 
Stalls, kids rides, craft & games * “Green” Stalls & Exhibits 
Jewellery * Plants * Clowns & face painting * Pony Rides 

Misty Ridge Animal Farm * & lots more!!!!

The Artarmon Community Fair is proudly supported by:
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Get the Full Story
Who is working for you?

Your Insurer?
Your Agent?
Your Broker?

An Insurance Broker is the only 
independent party who can truly 
say that they work for you – the client.

Doesn’t everyone need someone on 
their side? At MGA Insurance Brokers, 
we’ve got all your business needs covered.

Call TODAY for a quote.

8436 9200

MGA Insurance Brokers Pty Ltd
Level 1, Suite 19, 401 Pacific Highway

Artarmon NSW 2064

Garbage bins: State laws now require that 
all garbage bin lids are the same colours 
across the state. Willoughby Council is rolling 
out new lids for all general waste garbage 
bins which still have the old dark green lids. 
(Bins at unit blocks are excluded from this 
requirement.) The colour of the bin lids will 
be changing to red. If your general garbage 
bin lid is still dark green, contact Council on 
9777 1000.

The current work in Artarmon Reserve - 
the northern stage of the circuit path - is 
part of the Artarmon Reserve Master Plan, 
adopted by Council in 2000. One of the issues 
for active recreation facilities raised by the 
community was the need for a circuit path - a 
new loop to circumnavigate the oval. The 
current work is funded in Council’s 2009/10 
Management Plan (Capital Works) -$30,000 - 
and is the first stage of the circuit path, which 
joins the commuter bike path, east of the 
pavilion and connects to the lower car park. 
Subject to funding next year, the next stage of 
the path - along the western side of the oval 
- will be installed. The path is multi-use and 
can accommodate bikes, strollers, wheelchairs, 
roller/in-line skates and skateboards.  A similar 
perimeter path around the main oval was 
installed at Willoughby Park two years ago 
and has proven to be very popular with a 
wide range of park users. 

Artarmon @ Council
Corner Tindale and Artarmon Road: 
The development application for the 
fitout of the church to accommodate the 
Artarmon library was approved at the 7 
December Council meeting. The library will 
be in the front with the rear of the hall being 
used for community activities which will be 
booked through Council. The hall will be used 
for a variety of programs and events including 
community classes, community meetings, 
author presentations, study groups, seminars, 
training etc. Core hours of operation for the 
hall will be Sunday to Tuesday 9am-5pm, 
Wednesday to Saturday 9am-9.30pm

Petitions: Councillor Coppock has presented 
two petitions to Council since the last Gazette 
was published: one on behalf of people 
objecting to the 24-hour operation of a 
7-Eleven shop in the Artarmon shops and 
another from concerned residents requesting 
no change to the current use of Kids 
Cottage. The Kids Cottage petitioners were 
concerned about increased traffic and noise 
if current use was extended. At a Council 
meeting in late November, Council decided 
to leave the Kids Cottage hours and activities 
unchanged after vigorous debate.

Chatswood Mall: The refurbishment of 
Chatswood Mall started in February 2010. The 
upgrades will see Chatswood Mall rejuvenated 
(Council’s wording) into a vibrant café and 
retail promenade.

Free 
wireless 
internet 
access
The Artarmon Library 
is now a free wireless 
internet hotspot.

Whenever the library is 
open, bring your laptop or 
your phone, and browse 
the internet free of charge. 
If you’re new to the area, 
what a great way to also 
check out the other services 
available at our local library 
in Elizabeth St, just south of 
Wilkes Ave.
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Domestic life in California Bungalows in the 1930s

Date: saturday, April 17          Time: 2pm-4pm          Cost: $15pp

Place: Historic Houses Trust of NsW, The Mint, 10 Macquarie Street, Sydney

Booking: Marianne on 0418 482 085 or nestor@bigpond.net.au

other: Refreshments will be served afterwards and Megan Martin will be on hand to talk with everyone. 

Attendees must arrive on time. Please note that parking is not available.

Maximum No: 25, so please book ASAP.

Monday to Thursday
HAPPY 
HOUR

4pm to 5pm
Courtesy Bus available

Mondays

MEMBERS’ 
DRAW 

Win up to $3,000

Wednesdays

Fame Trivia 

Register at 7.30pm

Fridays

FREE 
Office Party  

from 5pm 
(min 6 people)

Saturdays

TAB & ALL 
SPORTS   
on 20 Big Screens

Sundays

$10 Steak, Fries & a 
Republic Beer 12-2pm 
TANGO 4pm to 6pm

Thursdays

POOL 
COMP 

Register at 7.30pm

Tuesdays

Texas 
Poker 

Register at 6pm

Freeway Brasserie
Simply Great Food

Everyday

“What’s on at the Freeway”

The Freeway Hotel     115 Reserve Rd (Cnr Gore Hill Freeway) Artarmon | www.freewayhotel.com.au | 9437 0000

A very happy New Year to all our readers. We really hope you enjoyed our ‘Leadlights by 
Starlight’ evening last year and saw our Leadlights exhibition in the library. Now we can reveal 
our exciting program for 2010. The Progress Association’s Heritage Committee - Helen Wheeler, 
Margot McKay and I - are busy planning three significant and exciting events for you.

Our Heritage Year begins on the afternoon of saturday April 17 with a visit to the Caroline 
Simpson Library & Research Collection in Macquarie Street. Curator Megan Martin will present 
a range of resources relating to the California Bungalow of the 1930s. The talk will cover 
architecture, furnishings and garden design. So if you live in a California Bungalow or are 
interested in Sydney’s mid 20thC domestic history, this is a not-to-be-missed opportunity. For all 
the details and to book, please see below.

Our second major event will be an exhibition about the history of the Artarmon Uniting 
Church, soon to become our new branch library. The exhibition and tour of the building will be 
held on the day of the Artarmon Community Fair, Saturday May 8. If you have memories, stories or 
photographs about the church, please contact Helen on hwheels@bigpond.net.au or 9419 2238.

Artarmon Public School is celebrating its Centenary in 2010 and we are working with 
the school to plan the celebrations. Most of the heritage events will take place later in the 
year so we will have more information for you in the next issue of the Gazette. Meanwhile, 
if you have memories, stories or photographs about the school, please contact Margot on 
margot@whichhue.com.au or 9413 1058 if you haven’t already done so.

And remember, our beautiful leadlight cards and posters are still available. View them 
and order them from our website at: http://www.artarmonprogress.org.au/Leadlights/index.html

Artarmon’s Heritage – exciting program for 2010 By Marianne Nestor
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GiVE THE CoMMUNiTY A LoUDER VoiCE - JoiN THE APA NoW
First name surname 2010 Membership

Mr/Mrs/Ms $

Mr/Mrs/Ms $

$10.00 for an individual in postcode 2064; $20.00 for 2 or more people 
in a 2064 household or for individuals outside postcode 2064 Total (incl. GsT):

 
$

Address:

Phone: Fax: Email:

 Cheque to Artarmon Progress Association 
 PO Box 540 Artarmon 1570

 Electronic funds transfer to BSB: 062-104 Account no: 00900037 
Account name: Artarmon Progress Association 
Bank: CBA Artarmon. Please include your surname as Description in 
your bank transfer, and mail this form to PO Box 540 Artarmon 1570. 
Date of payment __ / __ / __ 

Non-resident owner or leaseholder: 
Please deliver my Gazette by:   mail to above address, or  email

Address of Artarmon Property
   Date: __ / __ / __

Privacy Statement: Information collected is for the exclusive 
use of the Artarmon Progress Association. Information will not 
be made available to any other organisation or individual.

✂

Quiz No 16: Artarmon Church, 
cnr Tindale and Artarmon 
Roads…soon to be re-opened 
as our new branch library.

1. In what year was the church built?

2. What was its 
denomination?

3. What is the his-
tory of the beauti-
ful stained glass 
window that was 
above the altar? 

4. When was the final 
service held?

Answers on page 9

Compiled by Marianne Nestor from 
notes prepared for the sermon 
delivered at the last service.

What’s happened to my bin lids? by Robert Newman

I was woken one Friday morning by a hammering sound. Yes, it was time to get up and go to work, 
but couldn’t I steal a few more minutes of sleep? I peeked out my blinds to find some guy in a ute steal-
ing the neighbour’s bin lid…no, hang on a moment, he’s giving them a shiny new red lid. Our bins in 
our block of units were looking a bit dirty and run down, so a few shiny new lids would brighten up the 
place. Oh no, he isn’t changing ours, what have we done wrong, have I offended someone at Council?

It appeared that someone in the state government decided that all garbage bins should be the 
same colours across the state (bins at unit blocks are excluded). This is a good idea - rather than 
the previous system where lid colours were chosen by the waste collection firms who use differing 
colour standards, which resulted in the need to change bin lids when new firms were employed.

If by the time you read this article your general waste bin lid is still dark green (the same col-
our as the bin base), please contact Council on 9777 1000.

Domestic Waste Bin Type old Colour New Colour

General Waste Dark Green Red

General Waste (units) Orange Orange

Recycling Bin Yellow Yellow

Non paper Recycling Bin (units) Yellow Yellow

Paper Recycling (units) Blue Blue

Vegetation Bin Red Green

Vegetation Bin (units) Maroon Maroon

CASH 4 SCRAP
ALL METALS

51 DICKSON AVE, ARTARMON
MON - FRI 7.30am - 4.30pm SAT 8am - 11am

www.nsmr.com.au

FREE UV & Tint
for prescription 
sunglasses
till 31st March 

Optometrist

Make an appointment today
Phone 9412 3757
122 Hampden Rd Artarmon
Free Eye exams
(medicare conditions apply)

Artarmon Vision Specialists
Optometrist • spectacles • sunglasses
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What We’ve Told Artarmon – 10 years of the Gazette By Anne Weinert

With this issue, the Gazette is celebrating 10 
years of informing ‘Artarmon 2064’ on the 
stories and issues that matter in our suburb.

In February 1999, Glenda Gartrell, along with 
her husband Richard, resurrected the Gazette 
as a local commercial publication. I say 
‘resurrected’, as Artarmon had a Gazette once 
before – as long ago as 1929 in fact, and we 
have copies of this in the APA Archives, which 
have been recently returned to Willoughby 
from the State Library.

In early 2000, Glenda handed the Gazette 
over to the APA. Since then, the Gazette has 
become a regular quarterly publication, grown 
to 16 pages, changed logo and colours, 
and become a very professionally produced 
newletter.

And the Gazette is still not-for-profit, with an 
amazing group of volunteers who write, edit, 
produce and deliver.

some things change...
and some never do...
Issue 1 (February 1999) reported that the 
challenges surrounding the propose bike path 
had been resolved after much consultation 
between Council and residents – can you 
imagine where we walked and rode before 
we had this great piece of community 
infrastructure?

The same issue also reported that as early 
as 1998, the APA was concerned with the 
potential redevelopment of the airspace over 
the railway station

In September 1999, we welcomed Stuart 
Coppock as a newly-elected Ward Councillor 
– and Kate Lamb was re-elected, having been 
on Council since 1991.

June 2000 saw the APA successful in 

persuading the RTA to 
reinstate the Reserve Rd to 
Lane Cove link in the Gore Hill 
Freeway redesign – a major 
battle and a fabulous win for 
‘people power’. If only we’d 
been able to get those bus 
stops on layoffs at Reserve or 
Hampden Rd…

In May 2001, the APA 
launched its website, and Marianne Nestor 
reported on the first, incredibly successful 
Heritage Tour and Photo Exhibition. Later 
in 2001 (July), the ABC’s planned move to 
Ultimo and the redevelopment of the site was 
discussed… how soon before we see significant 
developments there? (November 2009).

Airspace development over the station 
reared its head again in late 2001…and 
at the same time, Willoughby City Council 
(WCC) announced that it would redevelop 
Kids Cottage as a fully-fledged community 
centre. We’ve covered this issue many 
times since, including in this current issue 
(Artarmon @ Council, p 4). The APA has always 
held the view that this redevelopment was a 
great ‘lost opportunity’ for the community.

Early 2002 saw the former Uniting Church on 

Dec 2000 Sept 2001 Nov 2002 Nov 2005 May 2007 May 2008

the corner of Tindale 
& Artarmon Rds 
sold to the Gavemer 
Foundation… and 
2009 saw the Council 
purchase it for use 
as a new community 
centre and interim 
library – something to 
look forward to!

By the end of 2002 (November), Barry Thompson 
(not yet a Councillor) was advocating on behalf 
of the APA for free bus services between the 
Artarmon Industrial Area and the shopping village 
– Council has now given the community the 
opportunity to make this initiative work (see p1), 
so let’s get behind them!

The May 2003 issue saw the beginning of 
reporting on the potential issues in relation 
to the Lane Cove Tunnel (LCT) – air filtration, 
traffic management – and also welcomed Gladys 
Berejiklian and Anthony Roberts as our two new 
state parliamentary representatives.

By May 2004, Barry Thompson was now 
‘Councillor’, and remains so along with Kate Lamb 
and Stuart Coppock who were re-elected. May 
2004 also saw the first Artarmon Fair, which has 
been getting bigger and better ever since.

Zoey DeZigns

Nappy Cakes.
The Practical Baby Gift.

Prices start from $25 ~ Artarmon location
T 9090 2064    E zoey.dezigns@optusnet.com.au

M 0402 798 298    W www.zoeydezigns.com

WE COLLECT
GOOD USED
FURNITURE

St. Vincent de Paul Society – St Ives Region
has urgent need of good clean pre-loved 
clothing, bric-a-brac, white goods, furniture 
& good quality electrical items.

We can arrange pick ups 
5 days a week. Please 

call us to arrange 
for collection.

Call Florence or Cathy @ Chatswood 
on 9419 4236 or 9419 3599

Your Support Helps Us
To Help People Grow
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What We’ve Told Artarmon – 10 years of the Gazette By Anne Weinert
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www.artarmonprogress.org.au

Artarmon Gridlock
By Keith Anderson for the APA

‘Crafting a Great City’ meeting 8pm 29 November. More on page 2

The major traffic flow changes that will 
affect Artarmon are (see map below):

•	 the	tortuous	design	of	the	eastbound	
tunnel’s access to the Pacific Highway 
(PH) heading north and the inefficiency 
of the Mowbray Rd intersection will 
discourage traffic from using the RTA’s 
designated route to Chatswood and 
areas east. Consequently, traffic will 
take the next exit, Reserve Rd, and 
do a ‘rat-run’ through Artarmon local 
streets which pass beside the school, 
and through the already congested 
Hampden Rd shopping strip.

•	 the	loss	of	the	left	hand	turn	
south for westbound traffic at the 
Gore Hill Freeway (GHF) and PH 
intersection will force this traffic to 
exit at Reserve Rd and travel through 
Broughton Rd and Rimmington St, 
again passing in close proximity to 
the school and Kid’s Cottage.

The Artarmon Progress Association (APA) 
has been lobbying the State Government, 

RTA and Thiess John Holland, the 
tunnel builders, since the EIS was 
released, to try to effect changes 
which will ensure we do not have 
all this extra unnecessary traffic 
compromising the safety of our school 
children, the viability of the shopping 
village, and not least, the quality of life 
and quiet enjoyment of the existing 
environment throughout our suburb.

The traffic chaos caused two weeks ago 
by the unfortunate collapse at Lane Cove 
has shown the APA’s concerns to be valid 
– it gave us our first real taste of the traffic 
nightmare ahead, as thousands of cars 
were forced onto local roads to avoid the 
Epping Rd closure at the PH junction.

Recently, we have all heard media and 
parliamentary commentators expressing 
concern for motorists being inconvenienced 
by tunnel sourced traffic re-arrangements. 
Whilst sympathetic, APA would like 
to hear some meaningful expressions 
of concern for communities, such as 
Artarmon, which, through sheer “bloody-
mindedness” and unresponsiveness 
by authorities, are to be subjected to 
avoidable, adverse traffic impacts as a direct 
consequence of the LCT development. 

What is our solution?

In order to ameliorate the impact, APA has 
been calling consistently for a number of 

Key to map:

1 Westbound traffic will not be able to 
directly access M2 from Mowbray Rd.

2 No left-hand turn from Gore Hill Fwy 
westbound to Pacific Hwy southbound. 
Loop-back for eastbound tunnel traffic 
heading north to Pacific Hwy.

3 Inefficient Pacific Hwy/Mowbray Rd 
intersection.

4 Reserve Road junction will be used by 
traffic due to the above. Traffic will 
follow  streets marked  through 
Artarmon.

 Artarmon Public School
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How can the community, itself, help? 
•	 Write to your parliamentary members, RTA, State Government 

Ministers (Minister for Roads, Joe Tripodi MP; Minister for Planning, 
Frank Sartor, MP), and the Premier - Hon. Morris Iemma, MP. 

•	 Join the APA to tangibly demonstrate your support for this and other 
local issues (see membership form on Page 5 of this Gazette).

Hopefully, our renewed efforts, stimulated by recent media coverage 
and with the support of our community, might influence the relevant 
government authorities to be more receptive to the changes necessary 
to make the new and otherwise welcome LCT/GHF development more 
acceptable, both to the disaffected local community and motorists alike. 

This is a great opportunity to turn a potential negative into a marked, 
positive outcome for Artarmon.

design changes to the project, including:

•	 New,	direct,	left-hand	turn	from	the	
LCT (heading east) to PH heading 
north – costly, but in our opinion, 
would solve a lot of the issues

•	 Additional	turning	lanes	at	
Mowbray Rd / PH Intersection 

•	 New	bus	stops	on	the	GHF	near	
Reserve Rd to provide better 
public transport access into the 
Artarmon Industrial Area (AIA)

•	 Enhanced	access	to	and	from	the	AIA	to	
PH, thereby avoiding transit through the 
Artarmon village and residential streets.

APA’s current actions

APA recently launched a media campaign 
to increase public awareness of these 
issues. We have renewed efforts to 
communicate with and convince the 
responsible authorities of the strength of 
our case by continuing to press our local 
parliamentary representatives. 

When the Lane Cove Tunnel (LCT) opens in 2007, Artarmon streets 
could become gridlocked as a result of a predicted increase in through 
traffic of between 28% and 58%. These are ‘official’ RTA figures that 
have haunted our suburb since the Environmental impact statement 
(Eis) for the Tunnel was released.

Hampden Rd traffic congestion

Through 2005 and 2006, the main community 
issue reported on was the LCT development, 
and the failure of the RTA to engage 
constructively with the local community. 

By early 2007, WCC had signed contracts for 
a 99-year lease over the old Council Works 
depot in the AIA… and you would have read 
recently of the impending opening of Home 
HQ North Shore on the site.

In May 2008, our Community Fair turned ‘5’, 
and the Artarmon Library celebrated its 50th 
birthday.

Since then we have reported on a number 
of sustainability initiatives locally, such as the 
introduction of car sharing (November 2008) 
and the free shuttle bus in the AIA (May 2009 
and this issue).

And then in November 2009, airspace develop-
ment over the station reared its head again…

I would like to express my thanks to all of you who have been associated 
with the Gazette and the APA in the time that I have been involved.

It is without doubt due to the 
efforts of the entire team that 
I proudly accepted the Cultural 
and Community Building Award 
presented at Willoughby City 
Council’s Australia Day celebrations.

The award is a great honour, but 
one that would not have been 
possible without the hard work of 
everyone over the last c.10 years.

The APA has a great association with this award – the inaugural winners 
of the award, Lynn & Bob Greaves, were APA nominees for the Citizen of 
the Year Award for 2005 (see the Gazette of February 2005) , when the 
Cultural and Community Building Award was instituted as a new, special 
category. I am humbled to be following in the footsteps of such awardees.

Anne Weinert

Gladys Berejiklian and Anne Weinert at 
WCC Australia day celebrations. 
Photo by Glenda Hewitt.

Quiz No 16 Answers 
Questions on page 6

1. The site was purchased and the foundation stone 
laid in October 1925. The church was dedicated 
and opened in March 1926.

2. Originally it was a Presbyterian Church but it 
became part of the Uniting Church in 1976.

3. It was transferred to the Artarmon Church from 
Scots Church in the city. Scots was demolished 
to make way for the southern approaches to the 
Harbour Bridge. The window was then already 
100 years old. The APA will endeavour to find out 
where it has now been removed to.

4. On Sunday, 26 November 2000 at 9 a.m. was 
the final service – A Service of Thanksgiving for 
the Life and Witness of the church over nearly 70 
years. While the Uniting Church ceased holding 
services there, members of the Christian Assembly 
continued to hold services for a short while until 
it was sold into private hands. Willoughby Council 
purchased the property in 2009 and the library 
will re-locate there in the next few months.

Throughout these 10 years, the Gazette 
has also brought you some regular stories – 
from Mollie Shelley’s informative gardening 
articles, to School News from Artarmon 
Public, columns from Sustainability St and 
Neighbourhood Watch, quizzes, heritage 
articles and local snippets in Talking 2064. 

Thankyou to all of those who have been 
with us all this time – readers, advertisers, 
contributors, volunteer deliverers. Your 
assistance is hugely appreciated, and your 
input warmly welcomed!! 
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artarmon framing

Lynn & Bob Greaves
94a Reserve Road, Artarmon

Ph: 9439 9992 • Fax: 9436 0264
Open: 9 - 5 M to F • 10 - 2 Sat.

The team at 
Artarmon Framing

wishes you a
happy & creative 2010!

More and more people in Willoughby are 
catching sight of one of our more remarkable-
looking residents. Brush-turkeys are big birds - 
up to 75 cm long - and are usually seen walk-
ing around. They don’t fly very well, but can 
flutter into trees where they roost at night.

Brush-turkeys don’t use nests. Males build 
a mound and tend it with care to keep the 
eggs buried within at a constant temperature. 
After the chicks hatch they have to fend for 
themselves.

In the wild the Brush-turkey has a reputation 
for being shy of people, but can become quite 
sociable in an urban setting. Over the past 
few years they have been spreading around 
Willoughby and have been seen in the east 

around Middle Harbour and as far west as 
Blue Gum Reserve and Mowbray Park. At 
least one has been seen frequently around 
Artarmon. It seems to like going to the shops 
and the library. A male has been seen enthu-
siastically building a mound in Artarmon 
Reserve so a happy event might eventuate in 
the near future.

While the brush-turkey can be common in 
areas of good habitat, its numbers have 
declined dramatically in many areas. Few 
make it to adulthood. Natural predators such 
as snakes, foxes, domestic cats and dogs, and 
in-ground swimming pools all make life hard 
for young turkeys. 

Brush-turkeys are a protected species and 
quite fascinating. Some people like them and 
allow them to share their yards, but at times 
their foraging can become annoying to gar-
deners. Plants can be protected by laying a 
mulch of river gravel around them or by using 
tree guards.  Don’t feed brush-turkeys! Let 
them find their own food.

If a male starts building a mound where you 
don’t want it, you could try pegging a tarp or 
heavy plastic over it. This usually sends them 
elsewhere. Don’t try to destroy a mound or 
chase a brush-turkey away. This will have no 
effect. The male brush-turkey’s drive to build 
a mound is irrepressible and second only to 
feeding.

Please enjoy these old residents who are trying 
to move back into the area and help keep 
them safe by controlling your cats and dogs.  
If you need more advice on brush-turkeys 
you can contact Council’s Wildlife Officer, by 
ringing 9777 1000. 

Living with Brush Turkeys
By steven Head, Willoughby City Council

WELCOME TO  
 THE CONCOURSE
The Concourse is the new name for Chatswood’s Civic Place development. When it 
opens in late 2011, it will be a new cultural home for the local community and beyond.

An initiative of Willoughby City Council, The Concourse will be yours to explore and enjoy.

To find out how you can get involved visit theconcourse.com.au
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Craftsmen Office Interiors NSW Pty Ltd
The Enterprise Centre 

1/78 Reserve Road 
Artarmon NSW 2064

ph: 02 9901 2600

fax: 02 9906 4192

website: www.craftsmeninteriors.com.au

accounts/admin: admin@craftsmeninteriors.com.au

 history Craftsmen Office Interiors NSW Pty Ltd moved into the Artarmon area (Cleg Street) in 1992. We 
made the choice of Artarmon due to the close proximity to the city and north shore, as well as the 
Artarmon area’s great village, public transport, parks, plenty of trees and great plans for the suburb’s 
future. We purchased a property in Reserve Road (The Enterprise Centre) in 2000, in one of 
the new industrial/commercial estates that have been established in Artarmon and have brought a 
wide range of businesses to the area. The Progress Association, local members and businesses are 
contributing greatly to Artarmon and we are proud to be part of this.

 company Craftsmen Office Interiors NSW Pty Ltd was established in 1990, originally from Melbourne. We 
specialise in Commercial Office Interiors, construction and project management; we have a large 
experienced team of 25 people and a wide base of customers. We service and maintain numerous 
businesses in Artarmon, and also utilise the services of businesses in Artarmon.

  If you require quotations or ideas on your existing office fit-outs please contact one of the persons below.

 contact details Craig Learmonth Karl Moffitt Paul Rowe

  0418 673 401 0412 977 426 0418 976 779

  craig@craftsmeninteriors.com.au karlm@craftsmeninteriors.com.au paul@craftsmeninteriors.com.au

Indoor Plants to Gardens and Back Again
By Mollie shelley

There are plants in my garden, some of them 
great assets, which started life as indoor plants. 
They were retired for a variety of reasons – 
sometimes they had outgrown their pot, or 
were looking jaded or perhaps I’d grown tired 
of looking at the same old plant. What I hadn’t 
expected in most cases was how well they’d 
do and what an enormous contribution they 
would make in their new home.

There has been significant and reliable 
research done into the benefits to air quality 
made by indoor plants. Studies were done in 
homes and offices that showed they reduced 
by as much as 70% the pollutants, some car-
cinogenic, emitted by such things as carpets, 
plastics and new furniture. And that in a peri-
od of only 24 hours. This small miracle occurs 
even in air-conditioned offices. It is not only 
the leaves that contribute to this result but 
also the interaction with the air of plant roots 
and micro organisms in the potting soil.

Most indoor plants started life in a natural envi-
ronment and were originally selected as pot 
plants because of their potential to live with a 
restricted root run and in reduced light. Hybridists 
have made significant contributions but when 
plants are returned to conditions not too dissimi-
lar from their native habitat they thrive.

It can be an expensive exercise replacing 
indoor plants but there is no reason why you 
couldn’t set up a system whereby you reuse 

PERMACULTURE NORTH meets 3rd Monday evening 
each month in Lindfield. Contact 1300 887 145 or 
info@permaculturenorth.org.au.

the plants that a year or so ago you con-
signed to the garden. Many of mine have sent 
off runners or have developed clumps that 
can be divided, thus providing new plants 
- some for the garden, some for the house. 
Even the Parlor Palm Chamaedorea elegans 
has had seedlings. Here is a short list of some 
of the plants that have proved successful in 
both locations.

The ferns top the list. In particular the 
Maidenhair Fern Adiantum is happy in shady 
locations where its roots are protected by rocks 
or paving. Asplenium bulbiferum, Blechnum 
gibbum and Pteris ferns are even hardier and 
there are others. The Philodendron hybrids 
‘Xanadu’ and ‘Congo’ thrive and may need 
occasional pruning. Next on my list would 
be the Spathiphyllum or Peace Lily, both the 
smaller s.wallisii and the newer large hybrid 
Spathiphyllum “Sensation” which seems to 
thrive in shady areas with little attention. Both 
varieties multiply generously. Pachystachys 
lutea with its long golden-yellow bracts pro-
ducing small white flowers always attracts 
attention, the Prayer Plant Maranta in its vari-
ous forms loves shady spots and will produce 
runners that can be either left as ground 
cover or harvested for an indoor pot plant. 
Two others that make wonderful ground cov-
ers are the Pepperomias and my personal 
favourite, Saxifraga stolonifera the ‘Strawberry 
Geranium’ or ‘Mother of Thousands’.

There are many alternatives to the old pot-
ted Aspidistra from which, in old crime 
stories, came the saying “Hiding behind the 
Aspidistra”. That plant, left to its own devices, 
will take over a corner of your garden. 

Cartoon by Wendy Bishop
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...feedback

Thinking Globally, 
Acting Locally: So 
what happened in 
Copenhagen? Council’s 
Environmental Program 
Manager Sally Hamilton 
provided us with 
a summary of the 
outcomes including :

•	 The	“Copenhagen	Accord”	was	prepared,	
confirming continuation of the Kyoto 
Protocol and the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC);

•	 	It	recognises	the	need	to	limit	global	tem-
perature rise to two degrees Celsius aver-
age global temperature rise;

•	 Countries	are	to	confirm/pledge	their	indi-
vidual reduction target for 2020 by 31st 
January 2010;

•	 Developed	countries	commit	collectively	to	
providing US$30 billion in new funding for 
developing countries for the 2010-2012 
period, establishing a “Green Climate 

Kate Lamb

Housing and 
sustainability: I am 
writing this note in 
Melbourne, where Eve 
and I are again attend-
ing the Australian Open. 
We stay with friends 
in Kew. Recently they 
sold their house with a 

view to downsizing. This morning, surveyors 
turned up to the house to begin the process 
of design of a new home and the demolition 
of the existing building. You might expect that 
the existing house was in disrepair and you 
would be entirely mistaken. It would grace 
any street in Artarmon. It has been extensively 
and sensitively extended and renovated and 
is a fine, spacious, convenient and modern 
home. Its former owners are distraught for its 
future! The sale has set a new benchmark for 
land value in the area.

I have had the opportunity to walk past some 
of the recent additions to the Kew land-
scape during recent visits. I am appalled. The 
favoured style is neo-Georgian monstrosities – 
eaves-less, dark-roofed, multi-storied and with 
a near-total footprint on the land. Even using 
resource-saving strategies, their energy demand 
must be enormous. These buildings would not 
have met the requirements of the local Council, 
but seem to be legitimised by the new stand-
ardised Federal regulations. Such waste – and 
such a portent for Willoughby! I will encourage 
the earliest implementation of the strategies 
we have agreed to combat such waste and 

Barry Thompson

move to encourage change of the taxation sys-
tem so as to curb excessive investment in the 
‘Australian family home’.

Artarmon st Leonards Chamber of 
Commerce (AsLCoC): The Chamber held its 
AGM just before Christmas. It was a delight 
to see so many new faces at the event and to 
experience such a buzz among the attendees. 
With all the imminent changes in the area and 
the advent of local transport (strongly encour-
aged and supported over the years by the 
Chamber) the need for a CofC has never been 
greater. I welcome the proposal for greater 
inclusion of St Leonards and Hampden Rd busi-
nesses in its deliberations and look forward to 
hearing its new voice at Council. I thank most 
sincerely those who have loyally supported the 
Chamber and urge others to add their support. 
It seems to me that there is a lot of mutual ben-
efit and development of local spirit to be gained.

The Concourse: Melbourne has Docklands, 
Redfern has Carriageworks. Willoughby’s hope 
and expectation is that The Concourse will be 
as well recognised and used as the name for 
our community facilities and meeting place, 
formerly known as Civic Place. We hope that 
recognition and reputation will extend beyond 
our local area to citywide, then nationally and 
eventually internationally. Our drawing area 
for performers will extend that far from the 
outset, and we expect that those who have 
trained and ‘cut their teeth’ in our cultural 
spaces will eventually progress to worldwide 
stages (as have some past local performers). 

I was fortunate to participate in an extensive tour 

of The Concourse site recently and was most 
impressed with the spaces. The 5000m2 library 
will be most spacious and attractively lit; the 
concert hall I found pleasantly intimate; and the 
open space will be a most expansive addition to 
our CBD. Please take time to get to know the 
new facilities and plan to support them finan-
cially, if possible, and certainly by your patronage 
once they begin to open in mid-2011.

barry.thompson@willoughby.nsw.gov.au 
9412 1596 (phone/fax). 

Slim Down this New Year with 
the Slimmm Program

96 Hampden Road, Artarmon
Phone 9419 6880 Fax 9419 6868

Email nloganpa@bigpond.net.au 
Web www.pharmacistadvice.com.au

Nick Logan Pharmacist Advice won the Australian Pharmacy of the 
Year 2009 award based on professional service and great advice.

This year we want to help you lose any extra weight that you have 
been meaning to shed, in a healthy way.

The pharmacy has a range of Slimmm meal replacement products 
that are designed to decrease carbohydrates and increase protein in 
your diet. It is an easy and effective way to safely lose 1kg a week, 
and it tastes great.

Along with our support and advice we can help you choose an option 
that suits you best, from a selection of flavoured shakes, snack bars, 
soups, and meal replacement bars.

Slimmm is a great way to lose a couple of kilos, or much more, without 
the worry of gaining all the weight back when you stop. 

The plan delivers a sensible low-calorie intake by replacing two meals 
daily on six days each week. It ensures consistency and develops 
habits required for long term results.

The staff at Nick Logan Pharmacist Advice are dedicated to helping 
you manage all your health needs. Come and see us, you’ll love our 
service and we are OPEN SEVEN DAYS for your convenience.
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...feedback
Musical Equipment 
within the Concourse: 
You may have noticed 
that Civic Place has 
been rebadged ‘The 
Concourse’. Late last year 
Council was briefed on 
the name change less than 
a fortnight before the date 
set for the launch. Council 
was told that the rationale 

for the name change was to do with national 
and international marketing of the venue. 

Much has been made of the upgrade of the 
Council’s Wurlitzer organ for location in the 
Concourse. When the organ was removed 
before demolition of the old Civic Place, 
Council undertook to refurbish the organ. Now 
the proposal is to alter the organ from a two 
manual (keyboard) to a three manual instru-
ment (something quite different).

The argument for the upgrade has become 
heated and passionate, indeed quite political, 
having been running since late November. What 
Council has not been reminded of is the larger 
issue of the general state of instrumentation for 
this new complex, of which the organ is a part. 
Before making any decision on the organ, Council 
should be reminded that the Council’s grand 
piano from the old Civic Place is a 50-year-old 
Steinway and there is no budget to refurbish 
or to replace it. Yet the Concourse will need an 
international standard piano in the complex to 
attract the style of concerts envisaged. The plan 
was to have the current grand piano as a second 
piano. But there is no budget for this and never 
has been. It was to be left to sponsorship. The 
Council report says the organ upgrade will allow 
for organ concerts. Yet, piano concerts are of 
equal importance and there are a higher number 
of piano roles in orchestrated pieces. Not a word 
in the report about this, the grand piano or the 
general standard of the Council’s instrumentation 
in this proposed state-of-the-art venue. 

Proposed 7-Eleven store, 92 Hampden Rd, 
Artarmon: On 4 January 2010 the Council 
approved this Development, after a serious break-
down (very much the exception) in the Council 

ward meeting procedure. The Report for a Ward 
Inspection had been issued on 15 December. 
A Ward Inspection request, complying with the 
Council’s policy for a ward meeting, was then 
faxed to Council within the required 5 days.

A petition signed by many local residents was 
lodged on 23 November. At that time I gave 
notice that the matter was to go to a Ward 
meeting. Consent cannot be revoked once 
given, so the 7-Eleven store has approval to 
open subject to the conditions of the consent. 
It was these conditions - particularly trading 
hours and security (along with disabled access 
requirements which were waived) - that I 
wanted to explore at a ward meeting.

One of the conditions is that consent for 24 hour 
operation only be allowed for 12 months. After 
this, a fresh application would be needed, giving 
Council an opportunity to re-notify the matter 
and consider whether any issues arose with the 
24 hour operation. The assessment also noted that 
the use is permissible in the zone and that a plan 
of management for the operation of the premises 
was to be im plemented covering security, custom-
er complaints handling, littering and vandalism.

Given the circumstances of this DA approval 
and the concerns of residents I have spoken at 
length with Mayor Reilly. He shares my con-
cerns as to how the request for a ward meet-
ing did not reach the relevant officer, given 
the security and noise issues raised both by 
residents and Chatswood Police.

Whilst a response to the events has to be worked 
through in detail, at the time of writing (3 Feb-
ruary), the Mayor and I will be working with the 
GM and my Ward colleagues to examine the 
possibility for a public meeting on the issue of 
security and noise associated with the develop-
ment and to examine how, over the next twelve 
months, Council officers may survey residents on 
their concerns and experiences on the same mat-
ters. This is to assist any Council arguments over 
an application for the renewal of all day trading.  
These possible actions reflect the need to ensure 
residents have the right to put their case when it 
comes to developments in our City. 

stuart.coppock@willoughby.nsw.gov.au 

stuart Coppock

Fund” for the purpose.

The Accord is however a “non-binding, non-
committal, non-signed document with no formal 
targets or mitigation plans.“ For more informa-
tion and to read the full document go to http://
unfccc.int/2860.php. So much for the capacity 
of our national governments to come to terms 
with the greatest threat to our children’s future!

Fortunately the need for local action to reduce 
greenhouse emissions is not only more readily 
understood by members of our community but 
also supported by the Council! 

One such initiative is the “Walking Bus”. In 
Naremburn/Artarmon, Melissa Turnock and Alan 
Jones led the reinstatement of what used to be, 
for many of us, a common and healthy adventure 
beginning the school day.  Walking the route 
and being ‘driven’ by one or two responsible 
adults are the essential components. A safe route 
and ‘critical mass’ support from parents and the 
school make all the difference to a successful bus. 

When the parents involved approached me 
about the safety risk at the traffic lights on 
Hampden Rd, I was pleased to be able to advo-
cate for construction of the fence, which was 
installed at the end of last year so ‘bus drivers’ 
no longer have to shepherd the young ones 
away from the road’s edge!! The Walking Bus 
will be continuing three mornings per week 
in 2010 and welcomes newcomers - contact 
Melissa melissa.turnock@pilatesscene.com or 
Gwyn on ggdenton@bigpond.net.au.

Visit my blog - www.katelamb.blogspot.com 

Physiotherapy

ann Liebert 
& 

Jackie WaLker

Physiotherapists

For nineteen years,
Physiotherapist Ann
Liebert has run her
practice in Artarmon,
specialising in:

• Back pain
• Musculo-skeletal pain
• Sports injuries
• Occupational-related pain
• Neck headaches

Suite 6 
110 Hampden Road 

aRtaRmon

pH: 9419 3404 
fax: 9419 2880

Artarmon Medical Centre
has moved!

134 HAMPDEN ROAD ARTARMON 2064
A personal, caring family practice for more than 30 years
- providing comprehensive and complete medical care

for you and your family.
Artarmon’s fully accredited General Practice 

 • women’s health
 • men’s health
 • heart checks
 • immunisation
 • allergy treatment
 • paediatrics

We look forward to seeing all our regular patients
and welcoming new ones!

Phone 9411 5858 • 9419 8448

Our old 
location

Our new 
location 
next to 
the Lawn 
Mower 
shop near 
the round-
about

Burra Rd 8.40 am bus drivers Gwyn, Kym 
and Kirsty, with APS passengers and fellow 

travellers, including Maggie the dog...
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Sustainable lifestyles - what’s our next step?
by stuart sexton

With the New Year just underway, how 
many of us included in our New Year’s reso-
lutions a commitment to starting, or further 
developing, a sustainable lifestyle for our-
selves and our families? Have we:

1. Reduced our use of plastic bags?

2. Consistently switched off electric lights in 
vacant rooms?

3. Changed to using toilet tissue made from 
recycled paper?

4. Turned off appliances at power points 
(not just switched to standby power)?

5. Changed incandescent light globes to 
energy-efficient alternatives?

6. Reduced the number of short car trips 
– e.g. used more public transport or 
shopped less often?

7. Installed grey-water recycling equipment?

8. Switched to Green Power for household 
energy?

9. Replaced the car with a hybrid vehicle, or 
managed to sell a car without replacing it?

10. Installed solar power for hot water or 
other uses?

Most of us have done at least one or two of 
the above, but obviously some of these actions 
involve substantial cost, and illustrate the issues 
we all face in moving from the simple things 
(no plastic bags) to more costly ones (Green 
Power or solar power). So how much energy, 
effort and cost are we prepared to put into 
sustainability for 2010 and beyond? In the next 
Gazette, I plan to compile a list of the subsi-
dies, grants and support available from State 
and Local Governments and industry for sus-
tainable activities, but even with this help, we 
are going to have to work for our environment 
and a sustainable lifestyle.

The Copenhagen climate change conference 

would have been a 
disappointment to 
many, with the lack 
of solid commitment 
or cooperation by 
nations to tackle 
the hard issues. One 
commentary I read 
posed the hypothesis 
that any interna-
tional agreement 
that depended on all 
nations to cooper-
ate was doomed to 
fail; the only practi-
cal way forward is 
for each country to 
address the climate 
and environmental 
issues that are in its own power to address. We 
need to impress on our politicians and industry 
leaders that we are committed to improving 
our habits and attitudes to conservation of 
resources and energy, and minimising waste. 
As a nation we should be doing the same.

So back to you and me: which items on the 
list above are we going to tackle this year? 
Perhaps you can add a few more ideas to the 
list; if you have some ideas and insights that 
you would like to share with the Artarmon 
Sustainability Street Group, you can email me 
at stuartrsexton@gmail.com and we would 
be happy to discuss them at our meetings or 
through the Gazette. Our first meeting for 
2010 will be on Thursday 25th February, at 
7:30pm in the Artarmon Library.

The Sustainable Living Collection in the 
Artarmon Library has been developed during 
the last three years by the Artarmon and Tulloh 
Street Sustainability Street Groups, with the 
support of Willoughby Council and with the aid 
of a grant from the NSW Environmental Trust. 
This grant has now finished, and Willoughby 
Council will take over responsibility for maintain-

ing and further enhancing the Collection. This 
ensures the Collection will continue to be an 
important part of the Artarmon Library. The 
success and high use of the Collection has 
also encouraged Council to include similar col-
lections in other branch libraries.

The Sustainable Garden outside the 
Artarmon Library has been a source of 
enjoyment and inspiration to many peo-
ple since it was first planted in July 2007. 
Although its future is uncertain, due to 
the planned library move to Tindale Road 
and the subsequent redevelopment of the 
Artarmon site, Willoughby Council is incor-
porating the garden into its Community 
Garden scheme. For the time being, our 
Sustainability Street volunteers will continue 
watering and maintaining the Garden with 
Council support, and we are confident that 
it will continue to give pleasure wherever 
and whenever it may travel.

Looking For A Good Dentist on the North Shore?
(A Complete Family and Cosmetic Dentist - With That Gentle Touch...?)

Here’s 8 Good Reasons to Call Us Today:
1. Same day fast relief emergency Treatment. We promise to be gentle and considerate and use the 

best of care and techniques to give you a pleasant and pain free experience every time. Happy Gas always 
available to help you relax.

2. Extended hours from 8am. Open Saturday + Thursday nights for your convenience - and we won’t keep you 
waiting. 

3. White fillings and biocompatible, durable ceramic restorations. Non drug headache treatments + Anti-snoring 
appliances also available.

4. Complete family Dentistry. Kids always welcomed. Check out our kids corner.
5. Affordable Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry -  Easily improve your smile and enjoy strong and permanent, 

non removable teeth replacements that gives you immediate comfort and confidence with a natural smile and function.
6. No More Loose and Sore Dentures with One Visit Mini-Implants. Enjoy that apple or steak, today, and 

smile with real confidence again.
7. Sleep Sedation Dentistry by a qualified Anaesthetist using Intravenous Sedation or General Anaesthetic. 
8. Bad Breath Elimination Therapy - Never be embarrassed again with these simple effective treatments.

Call Us Now On 9419-7484 For An Appointment. 
www.ArtarmonFineDental.com 

Suite 1, Level 1, 80 Hampden Rd Artarmon 
(just above Commonwealth Bank)

Solar commercial architecture (iStockphoto)
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Artarmon Neighbourhood Watch - CW5 - Spring Update
by ian Fletcher & Clare Hamilton-Bate

2064Talking

An examination of crime statistics for the 
Willoughby Local Government Area (LGA), which 
includes Artarmon, shows that over the last 
five years major crime has generally been stable 
or trending downward. Note that major crime 
refers to frequency rather than severity of the 
offence. The table opposite summarises these 
statistics and lists the most common offences. 
The data is from the Bureau of Crime Statistics 
and Research on the NSW Government Lawlink 
website ( www.bocd.lawlink.nsw.gov.au). 

‘Break and enter - dwelling’, ‘Steal from dwell-
ing’ and ‘Steal from motor vehicle’ incidents 
are all stable over the last five years, while 
‘Break and enter - non-dwelling’ and ‘Steal 
from person’ incidents are trending down.

Despite these encouraging results there were 
still over 570 break and enters and 280 theft 
from motor vehicle offences reported in the 
most recent year’s data for the Willoughby 
LGA. These are offences that each and every 
one of us can play a part in reducing by being 
more security conscious. You’ve heard it all 
before:

•	 Lock	windows	and	doors	when	you	leave	
home

•	 Be	aware	that	break	and	enters	can	take	
place even when you are at home

•	 Don’t	leave	valuables	in	sight	when	you	
park the car.

‘Steal from retail store’ is one of the few offenc-
es that are on the rise (over 500 incidents in 
2008-2009). One wonders whether this is really 
surprising considering the way business is mov-
ing towards minimum staffing levels and the 
accompanying lower levels of security.

Malicious damage, which includes graffiti, seems 
to abound in our community these days, but its 
frequency is trending down. However, with 510 
incidents in 2008-09 it is still a very significant 
issue. This is an offence which people may not 

So, do you agree with the survey reported 
in the NST late in 2009, naming Artarmon 
as our most boring suburb? The better fin-
ger on the pulse seemed to be the follow 
up reactions of local residents and busi-
ness people who cited the village feel and 
friendliness as why they live or shop here. 

The more likely date for the proposed 
opening of Home HQ North Shore 
(behind Bunnings) would now appear to be 
around April.

2NSB / FM 99.3 resumed live programming 
in early January after financial difficulties 
and some time off air. The station is funded 
by listener donations and sponsorship from 
local businesses. They have been a feature of 
the Artarmon Fair in the past, and we hope 
to have them broadcasting for us again this 
year – so give them your support if you can.

As a child living in Adelaide we had a fire 
hydrant in the road out the front of our house 
and there was a white post about 1 metre 
high (3 feet in those days) with a red steel cap 
on the top to indicate that the hydrant was 
there. I’m sure my father would repaint the 
post every summer to make sure the firemen 
could find it when they came to test it every 
summer.

In Artarmon as with most of suburban NSW 
a system of markers on the wooden power 
poles is used to identify the nearest fire 
hydrants. But what do all those signs mean 
and how do I find that hydrant that is suppos-
edly in the path outside my house?

‘HP’ (red) – Hydrant Path (this includes nature 
strips)

‘HR’ (red) – Hydrant Road

‘H’ (green) – secondary indicator plate facing 
in direction of approach from which primary 
plates cannot be seen.

You have found the plate, now where is the 
hydrant?

The ‘HP’ and ‘HR’ plates will have some num-
bers on them. If they don’t, then try looking 
on the opposite side of the pole. The one out-
side of my unit block has ‘3’ & ‘100’. The first 
number is the distance in metres to the hydrant 
in the direction the plate is facing, the second 
is the diameter of the water pipe in millimetres.

If you are lucky the hydrant cover will be 
clearly visible on the road or grass, but some-
times the grass has grown over the cover 
making lawn mowing easier.

I did this at my parents’ place a few years ago 
and found I was looking at a nicely manicured 

section of the nature strip, but no hydrant 
cover. This is when you may need to get a 
screw driver and do some test probing to 
locate the cover and then remove the grass 
from the top of the cover.

Try to avoid the desire to open the hydrant 
cover and look inside because if it is on the 
road you might get run over and it is a nice 
sheltered area for insects and spiders.

You may also find ‘SWS’ indicator plates 
around the place, these indicate Static Water 
Supply (swimming pool, tanks, dams, ponds 
or creeks) and can be obtained from the NSW 
Fire Brigade or Rural Fire Service to alert the 
fire services to other water sources in the area.

It is a crime to deliberately cover up a fire 
hydrant or remove a mark that indicates a fire 
hydrant is there. 

What the FH is that?
By Robert Newman

Offence

Incidents Last 
Year (Oct 2008 

- Sep 2009)

Five-year Trend 
(Oct 2004 - Sep 

2009)
Average Annual 

Change
Assault - domestic violence related 52 Down -12.3%
Assault - non-domestic violence related 180 Stable -
Robbery without a weapon 29 Stable -
Break and enter - dwelling 429 Stable -
Break and enter - non-dwelling 145 Down -12.6%
Motor vehicle theft 89 Down -10.7%
Steal from motor vehicle 280 Stable -
Steal from retail store 502 Up +5.1%
Steal from dwelling 109 Stable -
Steal from person 95 Down -14.5%
Fraud 521 Stable -
Malicious damage to property 684 Down -7.7%
Transport regulatory offences 607 Up +23.3%

Trends in Crime – Willoughby Local Government Area 

always report to the police for one reason or 
another, but it is important that all incidents are 
reported. Chatswood police regularly plot mali-
cious damage (and other major crime) incidents 
on a map and extra resources are applied to local 
“hot-spots”. This strategy has contributed to the 
reduction of many types of offences, including 
malicious damage and break and enters.

Drug offences are generally not as high as 
might be expected. ‘Possession and/or use of 
cannabis’ is the most common offence with 
73 incidents in 2008-09, way up on the 18 - 
28 incidents for the years between 2004 and 
2008. For the other 14 drug offences the high-
est number of incidents in any one year was 
17, with the vast majority less than 10 per year.

Thank you to all those who have passed on 
information to NW in recent months, helping 
us to keep the Artarmon Community updated 
and informed. If you would like to join the 
NW committee and help support the activities 
of Neighbourhood Watch in our area, contact 
Clare by email clarehb@telstra.com. 



real estate news
By Wayne Marriott, Principal, Home Traders Real Estate

The volume of house sales in the 2008/2009 financial 
year were at an eight year low. There were only 31 sales 
compared to 34 sales in the previous period. The median 
price remained stable at about $1,450,000.

Statistics can be confusing, so what does it all mean? 
My assessment is that Artarmon house owners have 
weathered the Global Financial Crisis well. More owners 
decided it was not a time to make major changes and 
stayed to enjoy the numerous attributes of the suburb. 
Those who did sell found the market price was relatively 
unchanged from that achievable in 2008. Prices improved 
throughout the year and there are now many more willing 
buyers than willing sellers. This leads us to expect that 
in 2010 the market will reach a new high. Also, early 
indications (we are busy with market appraisals) are that 
there will be a greater volume of house sales in 2010.

Units and townhouses saw greater sales volumes and 
record prices. The Government stimulus directed to first 

homebuyers created massive unsatisfied demand. Many 
investors in residential real estate took the opportunity 
to sell their rental properties during late 2008 and 2009. 
In spite of the reduction in the Grant amount and the 
several interest rate increases, the demand for lower 
and mid-priced property is still extremely strong.

 

Property Sales and Management  Artarmon • Chatswood • Lane Cove • Naremburn • Willoughby
www.hometraders.com.au • 110 Hampden Road, Artarmon NSW 2064 • 9411 7299

> Home Traders collects the most 
comprehensive and accurate data 
available to the general public.

> To see the up to date details of 
properties sold in Artarmon and 
other suburbs in the vicinity, plus 
many suburb-statistics, go to our 
website (www.hometraders.com.au). 
You will find the information under 
the Market Information tab.

10 year comparison of  Artarmon house sales

Price ($) 1999/00 2000/01 2001/02 2002/03 2003/04 2004/5 2005/6 2006/7 2007/8 2008/9

Under 600,000 12 (27%) 3 (11%) 2 (5%) 1 (3%) 1 (3%)

600,000-800,000 14 (31%) 11 (41%) 16 (46%) 5 (13%) 2 (5%) 5 (14%) 6 (17%) 3 (8%) 2 (5%) 1 (3%)

800,000-1,000,000 14 (31%) 10 (37%) 6 (17%) 15 (39%) 17 (39%) 3 (9%) 1 (3%) 8 (24%) 2 (5%) 5 (16%)

1,000,000-1,200,000 3 (7%) 2 (7%) 3 (9%) 11 (29%) 11 (25%) 9 (26%) 9 (25%) 10 (30%) 6 (17%) 2 (6%)

1,200,000-1,400,000 2 (5%) 5 (14%) 5 (13%) 9 (20%) 11 (31%) 11 (32%) 7 (21%) 10 (26%) 6 (19%)

1,400,000-1,600,000 1 (4%) 1 (3%) 1 (3%) 3 (7%) 3 (8%) 5 (14%) 3 (8%) 5 (13%) 6 (19%)

1,600,000-1,800,000 1 (3%) 1 (3%) 1 (2%) 2 (6%) 2 (6%) 2 (6%) 4 (10%) 6 (19%)

1,800,000-2,000,000 1 (3%) 1 (3%)

2,000,000+ 1 (2%) 1 (3%) 1 (3%) 1 (3%) 8 (21%) 4 (13%)

Total Volume 45 27 35 38 44 35 35 34 38 31

Total Sales $33.8m $21.9m $32.6m $38.9m $48.4m $40.7m $41.9m $38.4m $58.9m $43.8m

Average Price $751,000 $810,000 $931,000 $1.024m $1.108m $1.163m $1.197m $1.130m $1.593m $1.412m

E & OE This information in this table has been extracted and compiled using the records of the Valuer General’s department and our sources. It is deemed reliable but is not guaranteed.


