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A tale of two (or three) “community centres”
by Alethea Morison

Hear Nick Logan talk about “Drugs, alcohol & safe parties at home - how to have 
fun & keep safe!” - Artarmon Bowling Club, 8pm, 25 Aug. More on page 2.

The ‘new’ library / 
community centre
Plans to upgrade the renovated church build-
ings on the corner of Tindale and Artarmon 
Roads as a new library and community centre 
(Gazette, May 2009) are rapidly taking shape. 
Willoughby Council’s planners have been 
working with access consultants, structural 
engineers and library staff on fit-out of the 
new library and hall to create an inviting and 
exciting community space. 

The plans will be unveiled when Council 
lodges the development application in 
August and nearby residents and the APA 
will be invited to comment. Anyone inter-
ested can also visit the proposal display at 
the Council offices in Victor St, Chatswood. 
An external, independent town planning 
consultant will assess the development 
application before its determination by 
Council. If consent is granted, the hall will 
be made available for public use while fit-
out of the new library continues.

Council proposes that the name, ‘David 
Warner Community Centre’, borne by the 
existing library in Elizabeth St, should travel 
to the new site. Curiously, the name of this 
eminent Artarmon citizen is even more apt 
at the new location.

A former Artarmon councillor and Willoughby 
Mayor, David Warner was born in Tindale Rd 
in 1920, the son of a returned Gallipoli vet-
eran. Following his own war service in the 
Middle East and New Guinea, David was 
married to Janette Brodie of Artarmon at the 
church on Tindale Rd in 1948. The church 
bell, salvaged from a sailing wreck, was 
heard for the first time in Artarmon when it 
rang to mark their nuptials.

The APA urged David to run for Council 
in 1969. He represented Naremburn 
Ward until 1974, for the last four years 
as Mayor, directing such events as the 
Willoughby Centenary Week in 1965 and 
Youth Spectacular. In professional life he 
was a cartographer and ultimately General 
Manager of Gregory’s. 

David and his family were very active in 
the Artarmon Presbyterian Church. His 

father, Vernon, was the first Sunday 
School Superintendent in 1926, and 
David’s roles included elder, youth 
worker and convening the annual 
fete.  Prominent preachers of the era 
at the church included the Reverend 
Dr John Flynn of Royal Flying Doctor 
Service fame and the $20.00 note.

As well as the church and APA, 
David’s energetic local involvement 
spanned the Artarmon P&C, Boy Scouts, 
Masonic Lodge, Rotary Club and presidency 
of the Chatswood High P&C. It is clear that 
he epitomised the community spirit that still 
inspires and unites Artarmon today.

Kids Cottage
In 2001, the APA had encouraged Council 
to purchase the Tindale Rd church, when it 
was originally sold. Ironically, at the August 
2001 APA meeting, and as reported in the 
Gazette of May 2002, Mayor Pat Reilly was 
adamant that the purchase of another prop-
erty was neither feasible nor necessary, as 
the Council was committed to developing 
Kids Cottage as a community space.

Built in 2002, Kids Cottage, just off 
Broughton Rd, was originally conceived as a 
community centre, and Council spent more 
than $2.6m on the building, surrounds and 
fitout. Calls to extend its public uses and 
operating hours did then, and have since, 
met with resistance from neighbouring resi-
dents, concerned mainly about the potential 
impacts of noise and increased traffic. The 
building has therefore been used only for 
weekday child care and Council office space. 

Recently, renewed pressure on Council from 
community groups for access to this facility 
has resulted in the formation of a committee 
to advise Council on the possible terms and 
conditions to be included in a Development 
Application for extended community use.  
The APA continues to push for community 
facilities in west Artarmon where the sub-
urb’s population is concentrated. 

The existing library
Meanwhile, the proposed re-development 
of the existing library site at Elizabeth St has 

been at least postponed by the church pur-
chase and refurbishment. In the short term, 
pending the site’s re-development, the current 
library premises are expected to be leased and 
Noah’s Ark toy library will remain in situ. 

While the Tindale Rd property is a great 
new asset and opportunity for Artarmon, 
the future of the current library site remains 
a major issue. Together with the station and 
shops, it forms part of the heart and hub of 
Artarmon and helps make it a functional, 
vibrant community. It is less subject to noise 
and traffic constraints than the other com-
munity centre locations.

In response to strong petitioning and submis-
sions from the community, Council had agreed 
to re-develop the current library site as a com-
munity centre, meeting the highest standards 
of sustainability. It is hoped that planning to 
redevelop the entire library precinct, incorpo-
rating the library and other community uses 
and maintaining the commitment to sustain-
able development, will proceed in 2010. This 
will not be an easy process, with RailCorp’s 
long term plans for duplication of the North 
Shore line and re-developing Artarmon Station 
potentially cutting across any plans by Council 
to re-develop the adjacent land.

Council now has three community buildings 
in Artarmon, and subsequently, more flex-
ibility to match building use to local environ-
mental impact.

Council, APA and Artarmon residents will 
need to continue to work together to reju-
venate our existing community space in 
Elizabeth St while sensitively creating new 
community places at the Tindale Rd premis-
es and Kids Cottage. 

(The Gazette thanks Janette Warner for 
information about David Warner)

Kids Cottage in White St, Artarmon
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Editorial

Letters to the Editor

On a lovely Sunday afternoon at the end of June, the bike path (Cordia Way) around the back 
of Artarmon Reserve and down to Bicentennial Park was ‘as busy as Pitt St’. It’s great to see so 
many people using the shared pathway for both walking and cycling.

It’s good also to see Willoughby Council being so active in sports and recreation planning for the 
city. There are comprehensive lists of all the City’s playgrounds, sports fields and other recreational 
facilities on the Council’s website at http://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Recreation.html. 

In addition, Council is taking an inventory of all of its open spaces, which includes those for 
recreational use, with a view to forming an integrated management plan for better use of these 
spaces city-wide. This inventory will include areas zoned private open space – such as the Artarmon 
Bowling Club, which is currently having to think of new strategies to ensure its survival.

More about both these matters in the November Gazette – and we hope you enjoy this August issue!

Anne Weinert 
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au

Dear Editor

I am writing in response to your article in the May Gazette about the Artarmon Loop bus. 

One afternoon recently, when I took the bus, it was about 5pm, and it had a reasonable number 
of people on it - maybe 15 people.

It is a service I promote to all our customers who need to get to the station, and people are quite 
impressed that it is free, and that it runs so often.

Wendy Chan, scotts Honda, Pacific Hwy, Artarmon

Dear Editor,

Artarmon has a disproportionate number of the units within the Willoughby LGA so it is good 
to see that following an article in the November 2008 issue of the Artarmon Gazette titled 
“Artarmon pays more than fair share of rates”, Council in its 2009 budget decided to defer the 
resolved 10% increase to the minimum rate (due to current economic uncertainty).

This would have hit unit owners in Artarmon - whether the article caused the council rate change 
or not is questionable but it is good to see the Gazette keeping an eye on such issues.

Robert Newman, Artarmon

Dear Editor,

The population around Artarmon is increasing, yet the station is still hard to access for those with 
wheelchairs, prams etc. Perhaps it is the only station these days with so many daily users but without 
a lift or ramp. I read the Gazette [Aug 2005], where Michael Haynes proposed to build a 1:14 ramp 
from the pedestrian tunnel at the southern (St Leonards) end of the station up to the platform.

I think it is a good idea and an easy way to solve the access problem. Has there been any 
progress on this topic? 

David Zheng, Artarmon (Editor’s note: see our article on page 10)

Public Information Meeting

8pm, Tuesday 25 August, 2009

Nick Logan Pharmacist Advice

“Drugs, alcohol & safe parties at home - 
how to have fun & keep safe!”
Venue: Artarmon Bowling Club, Burra Road

•	 Are	your	teenagers	going	to	schoolies	this	year? 

•	 Are	you	planning	Year	12	formals	&	“after	parties”? 

•	 Are	your	kids	asking	you	about	drugs	&	alcohol?

if any of these situations apply to you, come along & hear 

all the facts from Nick. Feel free to bring your children if 15+.

For further information please contact Ross Dickson on 9411 7299.
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Since November last year the Federal 
Government has announced over $1 billion 
dollars of investment for infrastructure devel-
opment in local communities. Kevin Rudd’s 
June announcement of $220 million in local 
community infrastructure is a real win for local 
communities and comes on top of the $800 
million already contributed to the Community 
Infrastructure Program.

This additional $220 million will see $100 
million allocated between councils across 
Australia - with a minimum of $30,000 per 
council - as well as $120 million for larger 
Strategic Projects, available through a com-
petitive process.

In NSW, the 2009 State Budget sees the 
establishment of the NSW Community 
Building Partnership. This will provide $35 
million for local infrastructure projects across 
NSW. The fund is designed to partner with 
local community groups and sporting organi-
sations to deliver small projects that improve 
community facilities. 

The State Budget also establishes the $200 
million Local Infrastructure Fund. This Fund 
provides interest-free loans to councils to bring 
forward investment in local infrastructure. 

This investment is aimed to boost local 
economies, as funding will be provided for 
local projects to support urban development 

A Note from the President by Michelle sloane

Michelle Sloane

– specifically roads and related infrastructure, 
stormwater, sewer, drainage, water and 
wastewater. However, only projects costing at 
least $1 million will be funded. 

So, how might Willoughby take advantage of 
these opportunities? 

For a start, what about our local parks and 
sportsgrounds? We are blessed with many 
wonderful open spaces in Willoughby but 
our stormwater management and drainage is 
appalling. This winter sports season has been 
plagued by closures of our local sportsgrounds 
week after week. 

Generally, the community understands the 
need for Council to protect individuals from 
injury and accident and the fields from fur-
ther damage caused by use when they are 
too wet and water damaged. However, it 
seems that there may be funding available 
to solve some of the problems we face with 
our sportsgrounds and reserves. Applications 
for the NSW Local Infrastructure Fund close 
31 August. If you share my views about this, 
let Council know. Encourage Council to seek 
some of the funds available to improve the 
quality and accessibility of our many excellent 
sportsgrounds and reserves.

Sadly, as many of you would know, 
Hometraders Real Estate has recently closed 
its doors. Since joining our community at the 

end of 2006, Adrian 
Solti and his team 
have been tremen-
dous supporters of 
local activities and 
initiatives. Adrian 
has supported many 
APA events, most 
notably our Community Fair; and he assisted 
our Public School with activities related to the 
band. I know many of you would join with 
me in sincerely thanking Adrian for all he has 
done and we wish him and his family all the 
very best for the future.

Also, a reminder to come and visit the APA 
and ARTY stall at the Willoughby City Street 
Fair - part of the Spring Festival on Saturday 12 
September. Come along it will be a great day!

Finally, I would like to invite you all to attend 
our next Public Information Meeting to be 
held on Tuesday 25 August at 8pm at the 
Bowling Club. Nick Logan, from Nick Logan 
Pharmacist Advice, will be discussing the 
important issue of drugs and alcohol. This is a 
timely discussion, particularly if you have teen-
age children and any who are soon to go off 
to “schoolies”! 

I do hope to see as many of you as possible at 
this meeting. Enjoy what remains of winter....
keep warm and keep safe! 

Saturday 31st October 6pm - 9.30pm
Artarmon Library, Elizabeth St

Cover charge $5.00
Scary refreshments will be on offer, as will

ARTY memberships (become part of the
North Shore’s newest Youth Club!)

Dress to scare! There will be a prize for
the creepiest costume. Call in

after / during your “trick or treat” adventures!!
All ages welcome - supervision provided

Children under 6 must be accompanied by an adult
Contact Ross for more information 0430 400 782

ARTARMON  YOUTH  COMMITTEE
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Continuing success for our 
Artarmon school bands
Artarmon School Bands have achieved con-
tinuing success in competition in 2009.

McDonalds Performing Arts Challenge:

•	 Senior Band - First place in Premium 
Division (4th year in a row)

•	 Concert Band - First place in 
Intermediate Division (7th year in a 
row)

•	 Jazz Band – 3rd in its Division.

Yamaha Music Festival:

•	 Senior Band – Gold Award
•	 Concert Band – Gold Award
•	 Junior Band – Gold Award
•	 Jazz Band I - Silver Award
•	 Jazz Band II – Bronze Award

Is this success something we should all take 
for granted: a magic recipe that always pro-
duces a good result? That’s certainly not the 
case and all involved know that there is no 
cause for complacency. After all, all of those 
other primary schools, and in some cases high 
schools, are trying to take our crown each 
and every year.

It is also worth remembering that it is not the 
same young musicians that win each year.  Each 
and every year (yes every year!) new bands 
must be created and existing ones improved as 
our children progress from the intimidating Y4 

“blow test” on a strange bit of metal or wood 
called a tuba or clarinet, to the final Y6 “bow” 
as Senior Band wraps up its performance at the 
NSW State Band Championships.

Many factors lie behind this success, and need 
to be continually polished and honed. There 
is the passion and focus that Artarmon Public 
School has for its music – this is something 
that we do well! – the skills, experience and 
leadership of our band directors, the guidance 
of the professional musicians that our children 
are privileged to have as their tutors, the solid 
support of the school’s Principal and staff, the 

Public School News by Jane Cozens

Artarmon art show
One of the hottest social events of the term, 
the annual Artarmon School Art Show, was 
held on Tuesday 7th July. It was a great suc-
cess with over 320 entries from students 
across Kindy to Year 6. The theme “Our 
Place in Space - Under the Southern Cross” 
attracted a vast array of fabulous artworks 
including spaceship sculptures from recycled 

goods, intricate pencil drawings of Australian 
flora and fauna, and dramatic canvas paint-
ings depicting Australian landscapes. Age cat-
egory prizes and people’s choice awards were 
presented with thanks to Northbridge School 
of Visual Arts, Artarmon Framing and Oxford 
Art Supplies. The wonderful organisers - Clare, 
Margot and Sue - are already planning for 
bigger and better things next year to coincide 
with the Artarmon Fair.

Art appreciation begins young

Some of the art prize winners 
Ken, Sally & Nancy 

hard work of a large and very well led parent 
committee, the support of this year’s event 
sponsor David Young and Associates and, last 
but not least, the support and encouragement 
that parents give their children as they progress 
from their first spluttering starts along the road 
to becoming accomplished musicians.

There is therefore no cause for complacency, 
but there is cause to celebrate our success, join 
in, keep up the hard work, keep polishing, and 
keep making our community’s music program 
the envy of other schools. And, by the way, 
participation in the bands is good for all other 
dimensions of our children’s lives, and enriches 
the lives of all of the adults who become involved.

Real life writers’ day
What a great idea. I was fortunate enough 
to be invited to talk at the Real Life Writers’ 
Day at the school during Education Week last 
term. We were a group of local residents and 
workers and spoke to two classes each about 
how important the art of writing was and 
how it was used in our varied jobs. Our writ-
ers included a fiction writer, media journalists, 
editors and a producer; representatives from 
local services and businesses such as the police, 
the fire brigade, the library, and even our local 
pharmacy and own school; and “real life writ-
ers” from other fields including architecture, 
building and the IT industry. We all do it!

I found talking to the students very rewarding 
as they were so inquisitive and interested in 
what we had to offer and most importantly 
they seemed to enjoy the sessions: Lauren said 

“it was a fabulous way to learn, I had no idea 
that writing was so important in so many dif-
ferent careers”, and Natalie especially enjoyed 
the session explaining how the emergency plan 
was written “to get out of Sydney in a hurry”. 
The Principal, Louise Green said that the feed-
back from the whole school community was 
very positive and she is definitely looking for-
ward to holding this event again. 

Artarmon PS netballers thank Nick Logan for his generous 
contribution of their netball competition shirts

Centenary of the school
Are you a past student, teacher or 
parent of Artarmon Public school?

ARTARMON PUBLIC 
SCHOOL 
CELEBRATES ITS 
CENTENARY in 2010.

The Artarmon Progress Association 
is researching the history of the 
school in partnership with the school 
community and would love you to 
share any photos or memories you 
may have of your time there.

There will be lots happening during 
2010, we need to get started now.

Please email 
margot@whichhue.com.au 
or call 9413 1058 
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WHICH HUE
Colour Consulting and

Interior Decorating
in Artarmon

contact Margot McKay

t 9413 1058   m 0402 855 299

www.whichhue.com.au

thethink
outsidesquare

WE COLLECT
GOOD USED
FURNITURE

St. Vincent de Paul Society – St Ives Region
has urgent need of good clean pre-loved 
clothing, bric-a-brac, white goods, furniture 
& good quality electrical items.

We can arrange pick ups 
5 days a week. Please 

call us to arrange 
for collection.

Call Florence or Cathy @ Chatswood 
on 9419 4236 or 9419 3599

Your Support Helps Us
To Help People Grow

Willoughby Village
36 Douglas Avenue CHATSWOOD
www.willoughbyvillage.com.au Ph. 9417 3328

Secure, quality independent living units 
available for over 55s in friendly village.

Recently renovated facilities and units
Peaceful location overlooking beautiful Muston Park

Close to Chatswood amenities - 30m to bus stop
Adjacent accredited hostel for assisted living
RECESSION-PROOF ACCOMMODATION

Studio, 1br & 2br units and townhouses
Units to suit singles and couples with varying needs

Studio & 1br $124,500 
(Pensioner rental assistance available)

2 br $500,000 
(annual refund after 2 yrs residency)

Willoughby RetiRement Community AssoCiAtion

A not-for-profit organisation
ACN 001 838 777

Quiz No 14: 

The Norman Brooks Pavilion

1. Where is the Norm Brooks Pavilion?

2. Who was Norman Brooks?

3. Why was the Pavilion named after 

him? 

4. What award did Council bestow 

upon him in 1978?

Answers on page 9

Compiled by Marianne Nestor 

with information supplied by John 

Johnson, Local Studies Section, 

Willoughby City Library

Vale
William John 
Atkinson
1931 - 2009
 
Artarmon Progress Association acknowl-
edges the life and community contribution 
of William John Atkinson. Willie was a long 
time resident and tenant advocate at Phyllis 
Burke Court in Barton Rd.

As a public housing tenant he fought 
against both government neglect and ten-
ant apathy. Willie, your community thanks 
you for your contribution and the many 
battles you fought on behalf of others.

Rest in Peace

artarmon framing

Lynn & Bob Greaves
94a Reserve Road, Artarmon

Ph: 9439 9992 • Fax: 9436 0264
Open: 9 - 5 M to F • 10 - 2 Sat.

Congratulations to 
Artarmon Public School on 
your wonderful Art Show!

We were delighted to add 
our support.
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After my article in the May 2008 Gazette, 
the results are in for “Team Artarmon” 
in the Chatswood Blood Bank’s Club Red 
Program for the 2008/09 year.

After a blood draining final quarter “Team 
Artarmon” managed to gouge their way 
into 9th position in the closely fought Club 
Red challenge with a score of 31. While 
the top position was taken by the team 
from HMAS Waterhen with 100 donations, 
positions 6 to 10 had scores of 33 to 30. 
I suspect that HMAS Waterhen may have 
had more members in their team as there 
is no limit to team size.

The success of “Team Artarmon” can be 
attributed to one member who was a plas-
ma donor so managed to contribute over 
20 to the final score and 7 donations from 
friends who live outside of Artarmon.

The 2009/10 round has now commenced so 
fresh blood is more than welcome. All you 
need to do is walk into the Blood Bank at 
Chatswood which is located in Albert Street 
and less than an hour later you leave. If you 
are an existing donor you will be used to 
this and just need to fill in a slip telling them 
that your donation is for “Team Artarmon”.  
If you don’t have an appointment or it is 
your first donation it might take a little 
longer. If you have never donated before 
you will be asked some questions to ensure 
the quality of the blood supply. 

Blood can be donated every 12 weeks and 
Plasma can be donated every 2-3 weeks.

The Blood Bank has a saying that every 
donation helps save 3 lives so if you 
donate every 12 weeks that is 1 life every 
4 weeks. 

As I said last year “Will you save a life this 
year?”

Team Artarmon 
saves 93 lives
by Robert Newman Artarmon Reserve 

Council will spend $15,000 this year for 
detailed construction plans and specifications 
for harvesting stormwater in Artarmon Reserve.

Still at the Reserve / Artarmon Oval, Council is 
currently improving access to the Norm Brooks 
pavilion from the oval and the rear car park, and 
improving the seating/stairs at the same time. 

Nominations to Joint Regional 
Planning Panel for Willoughby LGA

At its 20 May 2009 meeting Council voted to 
nominate the Mayor, Councillor Pat Reilly, with 
the Deputy Mayor, Councillor Thompson as 
the Mayor’s alternate, and the Infrastructure 
Services Director, Steven Head with Jeff Ellis, 
Economic and Property Development Director, 
as alternate, to the Joint Planning Panel (JPP). 
The JPP, part of the State Government’s new 
centralised planning regime, will determine 
major regional projects. Councils are required 
to nominate 2 representatives to the panel, 
which recently began operation. The Local 
Government Association is far from happy with 
the proposed mode of operation of the panel, 
saying that local councils will lose power over 
planning decisions affecting their community.

Willoughby Council’s on-line community 
forum, “Bang the Table”, provides 
people with the opportunity to 
comment on project initiatives, 
community issues, events and 
services. This month’s forum is:

Artarmon Loop Shuttle Bus

The Artarmon Loop shuttle bus service was 
introduced in May 2009 to provide a free pub-
lic transport service for employees and business 
in the Artarmon industrial area. The core aim of 

Artarmon @ Council
by Peter Egan

the bus service is to encourage the use of pub-
lic transport and reduce car usage by providing 
a sustainable transport solution for workers and 
businesses while also enhancing the viability of 
the Artarmon business district. 

The free shuttle service operates between 6am 
and 6pm, Monday to Friday, with a bus run-
ning every 10 minutes in peak times and every 
15 minutes at other times throughout the day. 
The bus route runs past St Leonard’s Station 
and travels on a loop via the Artarmon indus-
trial area and the Pacific Highway, providing 
a connection between other public transport 
services and workplaces. The buses are also 
equipped with internal bike racks for passen-
gers wishing to carry their bicycles on board. 

Go to www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au and click 
on the “Bang the Table” link to give feed-
back on the new shuttle service and its future.

Local! Quality! Quick!

T 9884 9006
E support@byon.com.au

All Computers 
• Sales / Repairs / Upgrade
• Data Backup / Cleanup / Dust Removal

Home/Offi ce Wireless Network 
• Share Internet & Printer Wirelessly
• Broadband Internet Setup

On-site Service Only $99* (Save $30)
Pickup/Delivery Also Available 

Our Promise: No Fix, No Fee!
1 Month Service Warranty!

* Limited to one item

B1/130 Hampden Rd (Cnr. Francis Rd) Artarmon

LODGE
ARTARMON UNITED

No. 285
meeting at

ARTARMON
Invites unattached Masons

to affi liate
and persons interested in

joining the Craft
to make contact with

 Len 9411 6412
 Otto 9955 3160



T R AV E L  M A N A G E M E N T

T R AV E L  M A N A G E M E N T
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The Freeway Hotel     115 Reserve Rd (Cnr Gore Hill Freeway) Artarmon | www.freewayhotel.com.au | 9437 0000

Sticky fi ngers,
sauce covered face

and a smile from ear to ear

Guaranteed.
For the month of August, try our

Succulent BBQ American Style Pork Ribs
& we’ll give you a

Schooner of Fat Yak Beer FREE!
Offer begins 1 August, 2009 and ends 31 August, 2009

Limited to one Schooner of Fat Yak Beer per order of ribs

Freeway Brasserie
Simply Great Food

Elizabeth street at Wilkes Ave
Since the temporary closure of Cameron 
Ave West in June 2007, there have been a 
number of proposals for traffic and pedestrian 
improvements at this location ranging from 
road closures to fences on the east side of 
Elizabeth St to two pedestrian crossings with a 
30 metre island in the middle of the road.

Council received funding from the RTA to 
upgrade the pedestrian refuge at this location 
to bring it in line with current standards. This 
funding was $17,000 with matching funding 
from Council but the work needed to be com-
pleted by the end of June. 

The completed works provide a two metre 
wide refuge in the centre of the crossing. The 
trade-off for the wider refuge is traffic now 
passing much closer to parked vehicles on 
Elizabeth St than previously.

Why is there a pedestrian refuge and not a 
pedestrian crossing?

Traffic levels for cars are not high enough, 
in peak hour there are around 150 traffic 
movements.

Why didn’t council discuss this?

They did. In fact after a lot of discussion and 
plans over the last year a meeting was held 
in May on site with all 3 local Councillors, 4 
members of the APA, representatives of local 
business and  Willoughby Council’s Traffic & 
Transport staff. At this meeting it was decided 
that we didn’t need two crossings 16 metres 
apart on a 30 metre island. Also it was felt 
that the surplus funds could be better used 
addressing the issues of pedestrian safety at 
the new library location which was purchased 
after the original proposal for funding was 
applied for from the RTA.

Why is the road so narrow now?

The lanes are 3.0 metres wide to ensure that 

speeds were reduced more effectively 
and also to minimise loss of parking 
as 3.0m lane widths allows larger kerb 
blisters, improving visibility to pedestri-
ans and hence reducing the amount 
of No Stopping required on approach 
and departure from the refuge.

i am NOT a pedestrian 
crossing
Pedestrians do NOT have right of 
way over cars if crossing the road at 
a pedestrian refuge. A refuge is used 
where the traffic levels of both cars 
and pedestrians are not high enough 
for RTA to allow a pedestrian 
crossing to be installed. The refuge is 
to allow pedestrians to cross the road in two 
sections by giving them a safer area in which 
to stand rather than the exposed middle of the 
road while cars drive on either side.

One thing is for sure - pedestrians will come off 
the worse in any encounter so be sure to use 
the utmost care whenever crossing the road.

Pedestrians can be 
fined by the police
On-the-spot fines apply to pedestrians who 
commit the following offences:

•	 cross	against	an	amber	or	red	traffic	light	

•	 cross	against	a	‘don't	walk’	sign	

•	 cross	the	road	within	20	metres	of	a	pedes-
trian crossing 

•	 fail	to	use	the	shortest	or	most	direct	route	
across a road 

•	 walk	along	or	fail	to	give	way	when	cross-
ing a bicycle path 

•	 walk	improperly	on	a	road.	

So all the pedestrian traffic crossing 
Hampden Rd rushing to catch a train or get 
home - don’t say you haven’t been warned!

Cameron Ave carpark
New signs have been erected to clearly deline-
ate the 3 hour and all day parking zones.

Ella st bridge (Dalleys Rd)
The rail bridge at Ella St / Dalleys Rd will be 
closed from 21 September 2009 to 21 April 
2010 on last Council advice. This is likely to 
affect residents and workers who use this 
route, from Herbert St, to access Naremburn 
and Willoughby.

Pedestrian refuge near Channel 9
A new pedestrian refuge will be installed 
on Artarmon Rd, just east of Richmond St, 
just over the Channel 9 hill. It was originally 
requested to be closer to Edward St but this 
location was too close to the crest of the hill 
for traffic coming from Willoughby Rd. 

Local traffic update
by Robert Newman

The new pedestrian refuge at Wilkes Ave
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Star Search finals go off with a bang!
by Ross Dickson

Well, didn’t the finals of Star Search 
2009 go off with a bang! 

Really, they did! The Star Search opening 
act was a great tribute to Michael Jackson 
and as the trophy was lifted up in the 
air, it fell and landed in 2 pieces! 

So I guess in saying that, it was 
also a smashing contest!

The final show was held at the Norths 
League Club in Cammeray, and a 
large crowd of people attended to 
see the fantastic kids perform. 

We had Anthony ikin from ‘So You Think 
You Can Dance’ attend the show as a judge. 
Anthony also owns and runs a dance studio 
called Ikin Dance Australia in Chatswood. 
Thanks also to Anthony for donating the 
first prize - a term of dance at the studio. 

Our other judge was Tara swinfield - she 
was a great judge and had lots of great 
things to say about the kids’ performances. 

Tara is a singer, dancer and actress and 
has been involved with many great kids’ 
shows as well as in roles on stage.

And we can’t forget the Mayor Pat Reilly. He 
was fantastic as per normal - unfortunately 
he didn’t perform his famous Elvis 
impersonation, but has promised to do a 
great act at next year’s Artarmon Fair.

Also, many thanks to Allison Thomas, 
who produced the progams, and to our 
fantastic host, Bethany Kennedy. Bethany 
and I met through a movie we both worked 
on last year and she is also very involved 
in doing things for the community. She 
therefore jumped at the opportunity to help 
me out as the host of Star Search 2009.

I would like to thank the fantastic sponsors:  

•	 Ikin	Dance	Australia	

•	 Bozanic	Entertainment	

•	 Armchair	Racer	

•	 Taurus	Marketing	

•	 Hair	on	Wilkes	

•	 Jazz	Workshop	

•	 Welcome	Mart	Artarmon	

The winner of Star Search 2009 was 
Lucy Boyd - she was a great dancer and 
we can’t wait to see her performance 
at the Chatswood Spring Fair.

The runner up was Archie Croston 
on guitar. Archie will also be 
performing at the Spring Fair.

I would also like to mention great efforts 
from the rest of the kids - well done Julia 
sheedy, Bonnie Lemke, Emma Morton, 
sanjano suresh, Kate Robinson and Leah 
Porges, and Charlotte de Rocquigny. 

Hope to see you all back on the stage 
next year. 

Please come along to the spring Fair on 
september 12th to support the kids from 
star search who will be performing on 
the stage from 12:05pm till 12:25pm. 

Physiotherapy

ann Liebert 
& 

Jackie WaLker

Physiotherapists

For nineteen years,
Physiotherapist Ann
Liebert has run her
practice in Artarmon,
specialising in:

• Back pain
• Musculo-skeletal pain
• Sports injuries
• Occupational-related pain
• Neck headaches

Suite 6 
110 Hampden Road 

aRtaRmon

pH: 9419 3404 
fax: 9419 2880

Quiz No 14 Answers 
Questions on page 5

1. Artarmon Reserve.

2. A railway booking clerk at Artarmon 
Railway Station for many years and an 
Alderman on Willoughby City Council for 
Naremburn Ward from 1969 to 1977. He 
was also active in the scouting movement 
and the Artarmon Willoughby District 
Soccer Club. 

3. The soccer club donated $1,000 to 
Council in 1976 for the building of a 
kiosk in the pavilion at Artarmon Reserve. 
The club suggested that the pavilion be 

“named ‘The Norm Brooks Pavilion’ in rec-
ognition of Alderman Brooks’ long asso-
ciation with this club.” Council agreed in 
August 1976 to the naming.

4. Citizen of the Year Award for services to 
soccer and the community.

Artarmon Vision Specialists
Optometrist • spectacles • sunglasses

Stuart Schipp - Opt. Dispenser 
Roland Tan - B.Optom. UNSW

122 Hampden Rd, Artarmon

Mon-Fri: 9am-6pm 
Saturday: 9am-12.30pm 
Closed Wednesdays

9412 3757

Free Eye exams 
(medicare conditions apply)

Optometrist

Archie Croston, 
Star Search 2009 

runner up 

Star Search 2009 
winner 
Lucy Boyd
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Home Assessment Service

Book now for your 
chance to win a solar 
hot water system 
worth over $3000!*

From 1 July 2009, NSW homes experienced  
a 20 per cent increase in electricity costs. 

Learn how to reduce your energy consumption and save.

The ClimateClever Home Assessment Service will provide:
  Expert advice on ways to reduce your household energy bills. 

  FREE energy saving devices. 

  Information on government rebates. 

  A NABERS energy and water star rating and carbon footprint 
  assessment for your home. 

  A tailored action plan to assist in reducing your household’s 
  carbon footprint and improve your NABERS rating.

Book your FREE ClimateClever Home Assessment today 
on 9777 1000 or for more information visit  
www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/climateclever

* See our website for competition terms and conditions.

Joke one: summer shade
On 12 May, local state Member Gladys 
Berejiklian MP asked the Transport Minister a 
Question on Notice about maintenance work 
at Artarmon railway station.

The Transport Minister, the Hon David 
Campbell MP acknowledged the seating and 

planter boxes had been removed but said 
both would be replaced. The seating has been 
returned, but don’t expect to see the trees 
(and the shade they provided) return. The 
Transport Minister’s words were “there will 
be two new concrete encased garden beds 
placed on the city end of the station.” 

Shade on the city end of the platform will be 
non existent, and at the time of writing, the 
garden beds are two small soil-filled spacces 
at platform level. 

No shade means, in summer, commuters are 
most likely to crowd at the northern edge of 
the platform – even though regular commut-
ers have worked out there is more likely to 
be available seating at the front of city-bound 
trains. It looks like the commuter choice will 
be sunstroke or standing. 

Joke two: Access
A recent article in the Sydney Morning Herald 
(July 4-5) reports that Beverly Hills railway sta-
tion has a lift for the 3500 commuters who 
use it each weekday. Waterfall station with 
540 daily commuters is scheduled for a lift, 
as is Lawson with 520 commuters and Picton 
with 460 commuters.

Hang on a minute - Artarmon, the 48th 
busiest station in the rail network with 8660 

commuters doesn’t have a lift and is not 
scheduled to get one. If you have struggled 
into Artarmon with luggage, a pram or in a 
wheelchair, you must be scratching your head 
by now.

If upgrades are based on need, Artarmon 
must rank fairly high based on the demo-
graphic and the patronage. 

Joke Three: The stairway access
Are the stairs at Artarmon station a risk? They 
are steep and narrow and require a high level 
of concentration when being used.

A NSW WorkCover Guidance Note Preventing 
slips, trips and falls makes the following rec-
ommendations:

The	dimensions	for	the	'rise'	(R)	should	
be: minimum 115mm, maximum 190 mm. 
However,	it	is	very	important	that	the	'rise'	is	
in proportion to the width of each step, ie the 
'tread'	or	the	'going'.	The	dimensions	for	the	
'going'	(G)	-	that	is	the	top	part	of	the	step	-	
are minimum 250 mm and maximum 355mm. 

According to the Guidance Note, correct stairs 
should have dimensions as follows: 
2R + G = minimum 550, maximum 700.

Do the Artarmon station stairs meet this 
standard? 

Rail humour (not)
by Glenda Hewitt

Artarmon station, now minus its green shade
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Craftsmen Office Interiors NSW Pty Ltd
The Enterprise Centre 

1/78 Reserve Road 
Artarmon NSW 2064

ph: 02 9901 2600

fax: 02 9906 4192

website: www.craftsmeninteriors.com.au

accounts/admin: admin@craftsmeninteriors.com.au

 history Craftsmen Office Interiors NSW Pty Ltd moved into the Artarmon area (Cleg Street) in 1992. We 
made the choice of Artarmon due to the close proximity to the city and north shore, as well as the 
Artarmon area’s great village, public transport, parks, plenty of trees and great plans for the suburb’s 
future. We purchased a property in Reserve Road (The Enterprise Centre) in 2000, in one of 
the new industrial/commercial estates that have been established in Artarmon and have brought a 
wide range of businesses to the area. The Progress Association, local members and businesses are 
contributing greatly to Artarmon and we are proud to be part of this.

 company Craftsmen Office Interiors NSW Pty Ltd was established in 1990, originally from Melbourne. We 
specialise in Commercial Office Interiors, construction and project management; we have a large 
experienced team of 25 people and a wide base of customers. We service and maintain numerous 
businesses in Artarmon, and also utilise the services of businesses in Artarmon.

  If you require quotations or ideas on your existing office fit-outs please contact one of the persons below.

 contact details Craig Learmonth Karl Moffitt Paul Rowe

  0418 673 401 0412 977 426 0418 976 779

  craig@craftsmeninteriors.com.au karlm@craftsmeninteriors.com.au paul@craftsmeninteriors.com.au

A short history of public plantings in Artarmon by Mollie shelley

1926 The first Artarmon Street Beautification 
Committee – trees, palms and shrubs pro-
vided free by the Royal Botanic Gardens. 
Palms planted along streets in Artarmon. 
Some of these palms still survive.

1929 A local resident, Charles Wickham heads 
up a garden committee that canvases local 
residents door to door for financial support. 
As a result they are able to employ a gar-
dener two days a week to keep the Station 
gardens in order. They plant 1000 bulbs, 
200 roses, 30 shrubs and many other her-
baceous and other plants.

1930 The Royal Botanic Gardens trees are no 
longer free – trees, palms, shrubs a shilling 
each. Hedge plants like privet are 15 shil-
lings per hundred!

PERMACULTURE NORTH meets 3rd Monday evening 
each month in Lindfield. Contact 1300 887 145 or 
info@permaculturenorth.org.au.

 Willoughby Council requires residents to 
pay one pound ten shillings for street beau-
tification near their properties.

1931 Brush Box seed given to Council by 
botanical seed collector from Woy Woy –  
the trees are subsequently planted through-
out the suburb, splendid specimens are still 
living in Hawkins Street.

1932 Charles Wickham’s Artarmon Railway 
Gardens are famous. Willoughby Council 
encourages the formation of Street 
Beautification Committees.

1934 Station Gardens Report to APA – There 
are over 700 subscribers, the gardens area 
is now two acres. There has been terracing 
and planting on the west side. Over 400 
trees and shrubs have been planted.

1935 Stations Garden Committee report to APA: 
825 residents subscribe. The gardens receive 
favourable mention in newspapers in Adelaide 
and Melbourne. Death of Charles Wickham.

1937 Tree planting for the Sesqui-Centenary 
(150 yrs white settlement) in Francis Street, 
Jersey, McMillan and Barton Roads.

1940 Funds diminish as generous donors leave 
the district.

1941 Railway Station Gardens taken over by 
Willoughby Council.

1942 End of gardening project – Council notified.

1951 APA tree planting ceremony. Local 

Associations invited to plant a tree as an 
evergreen reminder of the Nation’s Jubilee.

1968 Flowering cherry trees planted on 
Artarmon Village Green as a monument to 
early pioneers.

Willoughby Council has been increasingly active 
in street tree planting in our area since the turn 
of this century. 

The Charles Wickham memorial in 
the remaining station gardens

Remnants of original palm 
plantings in Tindale Rd
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...feedback

In response to com-
plaints about the cost 
of the 2008 local 
government elec-
tions, Premier Nathan 
Rees has referred the 
matter to the NSW 
Parliament’s Joint 

Standing Committee on Electoral Matters.

The 2004 election cost Willoughby Council 
$117K and in 2008 when the State Electoral 
Commission really hit its stride in the business 
of cost shifting, it cost us $277K! Ashfield’s 
costs in 2004 were $85K rising to $193K in 
2008. Lane Cove’s were $82K and $161K 
respectively. 

Kate Lamb

Willoughby Draft LEP

The Draft Local 
Environmental Plan 
(LEP) has been returned 
to Council after being 
lodged with the State 
Government in March 

2008. There are matters that require further 
discussion with the State Department and 
then Council will need to place the Plan on 
public exhibition for comment. Any issues 
arising from this process will then need to be 
considered and maybe adopted. In all, the 
final Willoughby LEP (WLEP) is at least a year 
away from approval.

The LEP is the governing document for local 
planning. The draft WLEP is now in a template 
format required by the State Government. Due 
to the template design there are some odd zon-
ings such as roads being designated as residential 
land. In my opinion the template approach gives 
an outcome that “dumbs down” local planning 
needs. Not the first time this has occurred in the 
meeting of Council’s planning work and the State 
Government’s Planning Department.

Chatswood CBD Planning

An important part of the WLEP process will be 
the planning of the Chatswood CBD. There 
are several large and ongoing issues. The 
Chatswood Interchange, a State Government 
matter, has poorly designed retail space and is 
currently in the hands of a liquidator. There is 

the issue of securing a long-term solution to 
the Mall and its northern aspect. The balance 
of the Civic Place site that remains unincorpo-
rated with the Civic Place development needs 
to be resolved. There is also need for a review 
of the mix of residential and commercial zon-
ing on the western side of the railway line. 
These issues make for a full planning agenda 
for the next year if they are to be tackled with 
a view to resolution for inclusion in the draft 
LEP where necessary.

New Environmental Officer

Sally Hamilton is the Council’s new 
Environmental Officer. Formerly with the 
Sydney Harbour Trust, Sally brings to Council 
practical, hands-on experience. I have con-
siderable hope for the contribution she will 
make, building on the work that has been 
done before her arrival.

Traffic Data

Lane Cove Tunnel (LCT) traffic modelling 
done in 2006 essentially matched the fore-
casts of the 2001 Environmental Impact 
Statement, although there were some unex-
plained outcomes, which suggested that in 
the Willoughby LGA, Reserve Rd, Jersey Rd, 
Barton Rd, Hampden Rd, Elizabeth St, Brand 
St, Dalleys Rd, Rohan Rd and Willoughby 
Rd might experience an increase in traffic 
volumes. Manual counts were conducted 
for these streets following the opening of 
the LCT to gauge if rat-running had resulted 
from motorists opting not to use the Gore Hill 
Freeway and LCT.

Since then vehicle classification counts have been 
conducted on several of the main traffic routes 
to gauge if any changes in traffic types have 
occurred as a result of the completion of the LCT.

A letter from the RTA dated 9 June 2009 
indicated that the results of traffic surveys 
are now expected to be published within two 
months and that the results will be available 
from the RTA’s website.

At a local level, observations by Lane Cove and 
Willoughby Councils’ engineers found that initial 
concerns about local roads bearing the brunt of 

stuart Coppock

Looking For A Good Dentist on the North Shore?
(A Complete Family and Cosmetic Dentist - With That Gentle Touch...?)

Here’s 8 Good Reasons to Call Us Today:
1. Same day fast relief emergency Treatment. We promise to be gentle and considerate and use the 

best of care and techniques to give you a pleasant and pain free experience every time. Happy Gas always 
available to help you relax.

2. Extended hours from 8am. Open Saturday + Thursday nights for your convenience - and we won’t keep you 
waiting. 

3. White fillings and biocompatible, durable ceramic restorations. Non drug headache treatments + Anti-snoring 
appliances also available.

4. Complete family Dentistry. Kids always welcomed. Check out our kids corner.
5. Affordable Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry -  Easily improve your smile and enjoy strong and permanent, 

non removable teeth replacements that gives you immediate comfort and confidence with a natural smile and function.
6. No More Loose and Sore Dentures with One Visit Mini-Implants. Enjoy that apple or steak, today, and 

smile with real confidence again.
7. Sleep Sedation Dentistry by a qualified Anaesthetist using Intravenous Sedation or General Anaesthetic. 
8. Bad Breath Elimination Therapy - Never be embarrassed again with these simple effective treatments.

Call Us Now On 9419-7484 For An Appointment. 
www.ArtarmonFineDental.com 

Suite 1, Level 1, 80 Hampden Rd Artarmon 
(just above Commonwealth Bank)

rat running traffic do not seem to have eventuat-
ed. It would therefore be interesting to compare 
councils’ observations with the official counts 
when they become available.

Comments from residents on these observa-
tions will be very useful so please contact 
Council Officers or me on the matter.

Corporate Governance

Council received a report on 27 July about the 
establishment of an Audit Committee in com-
pliance with the requirements of the Dept of 
Local Government. This is a welcomed move. 
In conjunction with the establishment of the 
Audit Committee will be the convening of a 
Process Improvement Committee that results 
from a motion I successfully moved last term. 
If anyone has any issues that they would like 
to see taken forward to either Committee 
please do not hesitate to contact me. I intend 
to take forward a review of the response to 
resident communication with Council. I am 
continually advised that the process works 
very well; I remain to be convinced by what I 
see. Maybe the exceptions are undermining 
the advised performance.

stuart.coppock@willoughby.nsw.gov.au 
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...feedback
Mr Rees’ own Department has made a sub-
mission to the Inquiry expressing a particular 
interest in matters relating to the Electoral 
Funding and Disclosures (EFD) Act as in 2008, 
two Bills were proudly introduced “in order 
to increase transparency and accountability 
in relation to the making and acceptance of 
political donations at both State and local gov-
ernment levels”. Tactfully, the Department did 
not make the observation that these measures 
were prompted by a series of corruption scan-
dals in NSW, the most recent example being 
Labor-controlled Wollongong Council.

I was keen that Willoughby make a submis-
sion. Especially about the impact of EFD 
amendments as experienced by independent 
candidates in local government elections. 
Currently, local government better reflects 
diversity (gender, age, ethnicity, political 
affiliation) in the communities represented 
than does the state (or national) parlia-
ment. The EFD changes are the latest in a 
series of changes to the electoral ground 
rules which serve to advantage candidates 
belonging to registered political parties. (See 
Antony Green’s submission to the Inquiry 
http://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/Prod/
parlment/committee.nsf/0/7481444A850D310
BCA25758300129128) 

I contributed a few observations to our sub-
mission :

•	 Independent	candidates	typically	fund	their	
own campaigns and are now required to 
appoint ‘official agents’, to report on dona-
tions six monthly (should they be elected).

•	 Independent	candidates	now	find	
themselves requesting friends and family to 
undertake examinations to become ‘official 
agents’, in order to set up and operate 
special purpose bank accounts (which 
the candidate cannot access) when the 
amounts of funding are likely matters of a 
couple of thousand dollars sourced from a 
candidate’s own personal bank account.

•	 Candidates	must	also	now	employ	audi-
tors - accredited by the Australian Securities 
Investment Corporation – should campaign 
expenses amount to more than $2,500.

•	 It	is	a	matter	of	public	record	that	recent	
corrupt practice in NSW government (said 
to be the reason for legislative change) has 
been exclusively associated with members 
of political parties and yet the burden of 
the new regulations would appear to fall 
hardest on those who have no apparent 
record of it. On the other hand, those most 
vulnerable to corruption continue to be 
advantaged. 

In my opinion, the cumulative effect of these 
changes is now a significant disincentive 
to ordinary people engaging in grass roots 
political process. 

So the question for the voting public is: 
should this trend continue? And if so, what 
interests are being served?

I am pleased to say that we have been 
invited to a ‘roundtable’ on the EFD Act on 
27th August and that I will be representing 
Willoughby.

Visit my blog - www.katelamb.blogspot.com 

Local Public Transport

The May Gazette 
announced the start of 
‘The Loop’, Council’s 
first foray into provision 
of local public transport. 
After two months, it 

seems the service has been very well received. 
Initial patronage of 1000 passengers per week 
has trebled and continues to rise. Council offic-
ers have already received feedback from busi-
nesses and users and plan to consult further 
over coming weeks. It is possible that the route 
may change in response to demand. Perhaps 
some of the private shuttles operating in the 
area will be willing to combine their services 
with Council’s now that they can see the ‘The 
Loop’ in action. Discussions have also occurred 
with STA representatives ahead of additions/
changes to bus services on Pacific Highway. It is 
encouraging that the State government is aware 
of what Council is doing with ‘The Loop’ and 
considering how services might be integrated. 
In saying that, I am aware that Council has had 
meetings and made suggestions through STA in 
the past with little positive outcome. Whatever 
transpires, Council will need to consider carefully 
the frequency and convenience of the service as 
it attempts to meet the needs of extra patrons. 
The service does represent a significant cost 
to Council so that it is highly unlikely that any 
extra vehicles would be deployed in the short 
term. Lastly, I offer my congratulations to all the 
Council officers who have contributed to the 
successful promotion and launch of this service.

Representation at Local Government Level

Congratulations to the Artarmon Progress 
Association for reaching the milestone of 150 
members earlier this year. It is a great reward 
for all the effort, dedication and achievement 
of the various committees. I see Artarmon 
leading the way among the various Progress 
Associations in our City – particularly for its 
work to engage youth, and in its efforts to 
engage both apartment dwellers and business/

Barry Thompson

industrial stakeholders. In addition, I believe 
that the Gazette sets the standard for the 
City’s community newsletters, particularly edi-
torially and in presentation. 

Having said that, the opportunities and possi-
bilities for our suburb and for the whole of the 
City of Willoughby are enormous. Examples of 
this potential include: Civic Place, which is on 
schedule to open in late 2010; our Recreation 
Plan, which will set down a development 
path for coming decades in facilities for both 
active and passive recreation and which will 
be unveiled and agreed progressively over the 
rest of 2009; and our Sustainability Program, 
impacting all aspects of Council’s activities. To 
reach that potential, more interested stakehold-
ers are required – whether they be active PA 
members; volunteers on Council’s many con-
sultative committees; or volunteers associated 
with Council’s many community services. In all 
these examples, you, the volunteer, decide the 
extent of your involvement. Nonetheless, for 
some, that involvement will be infectious and 
lead to more significant engagement, such as 
deciding to take an organising role and per-
haps ultimately leading to a ‘career’ in public 
life, as a councillor. The need is certainly great 
for talented, dedicated and diverse representa-
tives, and not just at the next election in 2012!

I was encouraged recently that 9 people vol-
unteered for three community representative 
positions on an internal audit committee being 
set up by Council. This important committee 
will augment the traditional role of external 
auditor to Council. External audit is limited to 
review of statutory constraints on Council. The 
new function is a recent requirement of the 
State Government and is consistent with the 
direction your Council was taking in seeking 
to set up a Process Improvement Committee. 

Please consider making an application when 
such positions are advertised in the Council 
column in the midweek North Shore Times or 
when approached – by someone like myself. 
If you wish to discuss how you might become 
involved, feel free to contact me.

barry.thompson@willoughby.nsw.gov.au 
9412 1596 (phone/fax). 

Artarmon Medical Centre
92-94 HAMPDEN ROAD ARTARMON 2064

A personal, caring family practice for more than 30 years
- providing comprehensive and complete medical care

for you and your family.

Artarmon’s fully accredited General Practice 

 • women’s health
 • men’s health
 • heart checks
 • immunisation
 • allergy treatment
 • paediatrics
 Artarmon Medical Centre is now able to offer the latest cosmetic medicine treatments:
 • Anti wrinkle treatment of dynamic facial lines around the eyes and forehead
 • Treatment for established facial lines with Hyaluronic Acid fillers

To feel your best, talk to one of the friendly GPs for the right advice.

Phone 9411 5858 • 9419 8448

2009 FLU VACCINE NOW AVAILABLE - 
free vaccine for over 65 year olds

Free WHOOPING COUGH VACCINE 
available for all parents, grandparents 
and carers of infant children to 
protect against the current epidemic
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“Blow, winds, and crack your cheeks!”*

by stuart sexton

I recently took a cruise through the Baltic 
Sea region, and was ‘blown away’ by the 
large numbers of wind turbines along the 
coastlines of Denmark, Germany and the 
Netherlands; not so much by their place-
ment, as the coastal winds from the North 
Sea and the Baltic blew constantly, but by 
the fact that such enormous objects were 
located in such scenic surroundings. Often 
in Australia we hear criticism about using 
wind turbines to generate power because 
they are ugly, noisy, and disturb the environ-
ment and the landscape. Yet in Northern 
Europe, dozens and even hundreds of wind 
turbines stand just offshore well within sight 
of nearby towns and beaches. Holland for 
example has more than 2000 turbines, some 
even in the suburbs of Amsterdam as well 
as along the rivers and foreshores. The argu-
ments against turbines seem to be well and 
truly quelled in these countries.

I have done a little research to try and dis-
cover what has motivated the deployment of 
so many turbines. Some reasons are obvious: 
there is plenty of wind along these coasts for 
a start, and if you are thinking about renew-
able energy there, wind offers much more 
capacity than solar or hydro power. But why 
go for wind turbines in such a big way?

The example of Denmark is illuminating. 
Denmark has no coal resources and dimin-
ishing North Sea oil and gas, so from 1997 
there were to be no new coal-fired power 
stations, and existing coal power stations will 
be converted or decommissioned by 2030. 
The choice for the Danes was to become 
more dependent on imported gas and oil, or 
look for other energy alternatives, in particu-
lar non-polluting power generation to meet 
environmental standards. So by 2000, wind 
power provided about 14% of total power, 
and this is planned to increase to 40%-50% 
by 2030.

Where can wind turbines be located in 
Denmark? There are many in rural Jutland, but 
the majority are being located offshore as there 
is limited available land. So apparently Denmark 
has become reconciled to the sight of rows 
and rows of turbines slowly rotating along its 
coastline. Denmark has in fact become a major 
exporter of wind technology and equipment.

Holland too is moving rapidly to embrace 
wind power. Rows of turbines march across 
the countryside within sight of Amsterdam 
(pictured), and I was awed as our ship passed 
some turbines more than 100 metres tall. I 
noted that they were almost completely silent 
from about 50 
metres away, and 
some bases had 
even been painted 
shades of green 
– to blend in with 
the landscape per-
haps! 

As a sidelight, 
our attention was 
drawn to two 
power stations on 
the outskirts of 
Amsterdam that 
are using ‘clean 
coal’ technology. I 
have no information on how ‘clean’, but it 
was interesting to note that the technology is 
in operation – why not in Australia with our 
dependence on coal for power?

Having seen so many turbines together, I have 
begun to think that it is possible to come to terms 
with them, to the extent of not even noticing 
them in the landscape. One problem is that birds 
are killed by them, and research is continuing to 
try and overcome this issue. But otherwise, I think 
that wind power deserves serious consideration 
for Australia, if we can overcome our aversion to 

having them where our winds are strongest – 
particularly along the coastline.

It is a hopeful sign that the NSW 
Government last February identified five 
possible wind farm sites in rural NSW, and 
the responses from some local people were 
positive. Let’s hope that Mr Rees and Ms 
Tebbutt can get these plans into operation. 
Surely these would qualify as worthwhile 

infrastructure 
projects. 

One other thing 
impressed me: 
most countries 
in Europe and 
Scandinavia are 
already commit-
ted to moving 
away from fossil 
fuels in the very 
near term. In 
this respect they 
are far ahead of 
Australia; can we 

see Australia mov-
ing away from coal completely by 2030? Of 
course, the economic implications are huge 
for us, but in the long term so are the cli-
matic effects if we cannot reduce our green-
house emissions substantially.

At the local household level we are all 
conscious of the need to use power more 
efficiently, but in the end we as a country 
need to do more. Over to you Mr Rudd and 
Senator Wong!

* from King Lear by Shakespeare

Wind turbines are common in Northern Europe
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Artarmon Neighbourhood Watch - CW5 – Winter Update
by Clare Hamilton-Bate

2064Talking

Break & Enter incidents Reported to Police for all of Artarmon Apr – Jun 2009

Incident Category Locations Number Point of 
Access

Method of Entry

Break and Enter - 
residential.

5 units/ town houses; 8 
houses/garages

13 5 window; 
7 door; 
1 other

4 open window; 3 
forced lock; 2 smashed 
door/window; 4 other

Break and Enter - 
business, commercial, 
recreational.

 9 8 front 
door; 
I rear door

5 forced lock, 4 glass 
smashed

Source: COPS, NSW Police.

identity Theft – are you at risk?
Identity theft is a part of identity fraud and 
specifically refers to the theft and use of the per-
sonal identifying information of an individual.

It can range from somebody using your credit 
card for their purchases over the phone or 
the internet, through to having your identity 
assumed by another person to open bank 
accounts, take out loans or conduct other 
business illegally in your name. 

It can happen very easily and you may not 
be aware you are a victim until well after the 
fact. Sorting everything out and extracting 
yourself from the mess can be a long and 
stressful process.

The cost of identity fraud in Australia has been 
estimated at $1.1 billion (2001-02). However, 
this figure does not take into account the 
non-financial costs to organisations or victims, 
nor the amount of undetected identity fraud. 

Preventing identity theft – 
tips for the community
•	 Order	a	copy	of	your	credit	report	regularly.	

Activity you are not aware of can be an 
indicator that your identity has been stolen. 
There are several credit reporting agencies 
in Australia, eg, Dun and Bradstreet, Veda 
Advantage.

•	 Place	passwords	on	all	your	important	
accounts. Select passwords carefully, don’t 
use obvious ones such as birth dates, moth-
er’s maiden name, and telephone numbers. 
Use passwords or PINs that others would 

find difficult to work out. It’s not a good 
idea to write them down or store them on 
your computer.

•	 Secure	personal	information.	If	possible,	lock	
up important documents in your house, don’t 
leave them lying around in case your house is 
burgled. If you share accommodation, or have 
a cleaner or maintenance people regularly 
in your house take particular care to find a 
secure place for your documents.

•	 Don’t	carry	personal	information	unless	you	
have to. Don’t carry your PIN in your wallet 
with your ATM card. Only carry the cards 
you need - leave other credit cards and 
charge cards at home.

•	 Destroy	personal	information	before	dis-
posal. A home shredder can be a good 
investment to destroy prior to disposal any 
documents with personal details such as 
account numbers, date of birth, personal 
signature, card numbers, etc.

•	 Avoid	giving	out	personal	information.	Be	
sure you know who you are dealing with 
before giving out any personal information. 
Be wary of unsolicited contacts by phone or 
email and don’t respond to personal ques-
tions. Be suspicious if things don’t seem right.

•	 Secure	your	mail.	Make	sure	you	have	a	lock-
able letter box big enough to take all the mail 
you normally receive. If you are going away get 
a trusted neighbour to empty the box for you. 
Only post mail in secure, official post boxes. 
Know when regular bills arrive in case your mail 
has been diverted without your knowledge.

Prime Minister 
Kevin Rudd was 
a surprise early 
morning customer for 
Sophie and Peter at 
Coffee Express on 
Tuesday 28 July. The 
Prime Minister stayed 
for about 45 minutes, 
taking the opportunity to chat with them 
in both English and excellent Mandarin, 
and finding out from other customers 
how government policy is affecting them. 

In response to our ‘Choosing Chooks’ article 
in the May Gazette, Alethea Morison 
was interviewed on FM99.3’s drive show 
on Friday 29 May. Well done to Alethea, 
who managed to deftly slip in references 
to Sustainability St and the Gazette!

The new Cityrail timetable, incor-
porating the Chatswood to Epping rail 
link, begins on 11 October. This will be a 
bonus for any local residents who attend 
Macquarie University. The APA has man-
aged to extract some concessions from 
Cityrail in relation to an additional service 
stopping at Artarmon in the am peak.

incidents (other than Break & Enter) Reported to Police for all of Artarmon Apr – Jun 2009

Incident Category Sub-category Number Comments

Assault 5 common assault 
1 indecent assault

6 2 on train, 2 indoors, 1 outdoors. 
Indecent assault on train

Malicious damage Graffiti 1 Business premises

Malicious damage Malicious damage to property 7 2 public place; 3 residential premises; 2 
commercial premises

Robbery Various 3 2 commercial; 1 outdoor

Stealing Steal from motor vehicle 8 2 residential car park; others public 
place

Stealing Other steal 8 2 from residential premises; 5 from 
commercial premises; 1 outdoors

Steal motor vehicle  8 6 from public place; 2 from business 
car parks

.

•	 Check	your	billing	and	account	records	
carefully. Check bank statements and 
credit card statements for transactions you 
haven’t made. 

•	 Have	low	credit	limits	on	credit	cards.	Have	
a credit card with a low credit limit for use 
if you use credit a lot on the internet. This 
will limit your loss from illegal use.

•	 Write	cheques	and	fill	forms	out	carefully.	
Fill out cheques carefully to avoid having 
details changed. Put a line through unused 
spaces.

•	 Remove	your	name	from	mailing	lists.	If	you	
receive unsolicited mail from companies 
with which you have had no dealings, get 
your details removed from their mailing list. 
This is particularly important if you receive 
an unsolicited pre-approved credit card 
application.

•	 If	you	lose	your	wallet	or	purse,	contact	
banks and credit providers immediately to 
put a hold on those accounts to prevent 
further usage and to limit your liability. 
Make sure you have a way of accessing 
cash until the cards are reissued. Report the 
incident to the police.

•	 List	all	account	details.	Keep	a	list	of	all	
account and card details including emer-
gency contact numbers in a secure place so 
you can respond quickly if need be.

if you would like to join the NW com-
mittee and help support the activities of 
Neighbourhood Watch in our area, con-
tact Clare by email clarehb@telstra.com.



2009 has brought an exciting new range of products to 
Nick Logan Pharmacist Advice called Making Life Easy.

Making Life Easy is a comprehensive range of 
specialised products designed to provide assistance with 
everyday living. They can assist people with conditions 
such as arthritis, movement disorders and injuries. 
Making Life Easy products can help to prevent falls 
as well as providing solutions to help cope with lifestyle 
changes, such as recovering from stroke or heart attack. 

These products can also provide support for less mobile 
individuals. These high quality and affordable healthcare 
products range from pill cutters, inflatable ring cushions 
and walking sticks to ergonomically designed cutlery 
and pregnancy comfort pillows.

To find out more information about Making Life Easy 
or to receive one of our free catalogues, come in  
and see one of our dedicated staff at Nick Logan 
Pharmacist Advice. You’ll love our service and we’re 
open 7 days. Taking advantage of our next business day 
ordering service will also help to make life easier for you 
and your family.

96 Hampden Road, Artarmon Phone 9419 6880  
Fax 9419 6868 Email nloganpa@bigpond.net.au
www.pharmacistadvice.com.au
(Opposite Artarmon Station)

$99.00 $119.00 $69.95 $34.95

$39.95 $12.95 $54.95 $129.00

ALUMINIUM 
SHOWER STOOL
234311

ALUMINIUM 
SHOWER CHAIR 
234338  

SUCTION 
HAND RAIL
234583

ABSORBENT CHAIR 
PAD
234575

SPILLPROOF URINAL
234249

MALE URINAL  
BOTTLE – WITH LID
234532

4” RAISED 
TOILET 
SEAT
234516

OVER TOILET 
AID  
234397

Nick Logan Pharmacist Advice


