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New Shuttle Bus Service for 
Artarmon Industrial Area by Stuart Sexton

Hear about Council’s plans for the next 12 - 18 months: come to the Public Information 
Meeting at “The Church”, cnr Artarmon & Tindale Rds, 8pm, 26 May. More on page 2.

Willoughby City Council (WCC) has 
introduced a shuttle bus service for the 
Artarmon Industrial Area (AIA) bounded by 
Herbert Street, the Gore Hill Freeway and 
Pacific Highway. The service commenced on 
Monday 4 May, and runs in a loop from St 
Leonards Station via Herbert Street, Frederick 
Street, Reserve Road, Campbell Street, 
Clarendon Street, and Hotham Parade, 
returning to St Leonards Station along 
the Pacific Highway (see route map for 
stops). Buses run every 15 minutes from St 
Leonards between 6am and 6pm, Monday 
to Friday, and are equipped with facilities to 
carry bicycles. The service is free of charge, 
and will run initially for one year as a trial.

In 2007 WCC conducted a survey of 
local businesses in the AIA to assess 
current travel patterns and transport 
requirements. The results showed that 
61% of respondents drove to or were 
driven to work by car. Both businesses 
and employees highlighted the critical 
shortage of parking in the area as a key 
concern. With 22% of businesses planning 
to redevelop or expand in the future, there 
will be increased demand for parking and 
further stress on the local road network. 
As a result, 89% of businesses in the area 
expressed support for providing additional 
public transport services to the area. This 
provided a rationale for introducing the 
shuttle bus service.

In the first year, the buses will be hired 
and Council will then consider whether to 
continue with the service and to purchase 
buses. As 78% of the AIA’s workers who 
use public transport travel by train, the 
shuttle bus will provide a link from St 
Leonards station to workplaces within the 
industrial area and back through the Gore 
Hill Technology Park (when operational) 
and return to the station.  It is also hoped 
that the bus will encourage many car 
drivers to reconsider their travel mode and 
make use of rail in conjunction with the 
shuttle for their travel to and from work. 
The technology park is contributing funding 
towards the shuttle as part of the Voluntary 
Planning Agreement for the redevelopment 
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of the ABC site. The 
route was selected 
so that it passed 
within reasonable 
proximity to all 
businesses within 
the AIA. It was 
also designed to 
pass within close 
proximity to the 
former Council 
works depot site, 
which is planned 
to become a bulky 
goods retail centre.

The one-way circuit 
limits the number 
of bus stops which 
had to be installed, 
and minimises the 
amount of parking 
spaces removed. 
It also allows for 
better familiar-
ity with the route.  
Depending on the 
popularity of the 
bus service, con-
sideration may be 
given to altering or 
extending the route 
when the results 
of the trial are 
assessed.  Despite 
being called the 
‘Artarmon Loop’, the service does not cur-
rently extend to Artarmon Station. People 
from the AIA who go to the Hampden 
Road shopping precinct at lunchtime would 
benefit if the service was to be extended 
to Artarmon.  Such a change could be 
incorporated into future routing subject to 
customer feedback, funding, traffic issues, 
and availability of buses.

Criteria for the success of the trial will 
include the level of patronage, feedback 
from drivers and customers, and patterns 
of usage (e.g. assessing the times when 
patronage rises and falls).  Effects on traffic 
patterns may also have an influence – 

congestion in Herbert Street and around 
bus stops, and changes in parking volumes 
could be measured as well.

WCC views this service as a positive step 
to reduce reliance on private cars for com-
muters to the AIA, and it may be of addi-
tional benefit as developing and expanding 
businesses increase their workforce.  It is 
hoped that those businesses that expressed 
support for the service will also encourage 
their staff to use it.  Shuttle bus service 
details are available on the Council’s web-
site www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au in the 
Traffic and Transport section under the 
Community heading.
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GAZETTE

Editorial

Letters to the Editor

With so much content to fit into this current Gazette, there’s hardly room for an Editorial! And 
even our advertising space was fully booked before the closing date.

Both of these are a great reinforcement of the positive contribution of the Gazette in our 
community – we like to keep you informed on local stories and issues, and local businesses 
support us because you clearly read the Gazette to know what is going on.

A number of members of the team have been putting in a tremendous effort for many years 
now, so perhaps it’s your turn to help out the community? We are always on the lookout for 
more volunteers to join our dedicated team – the time we put in pays us back many times over. 

The Gazette will hit your letterboxes, via volunteer deliverers, in National Volunteer Week. Think 
about it.

 
Anne Weinert 

editor@artarmonprogress.org.au

Dear Editor

Re: Artarmon Primary Reunion

Students from Mr Thew’s Year 6 “opportunity” class at Macmillan in 1959 are holding a 50th 
anniversary reunion in July 2009. Around 30 class-mates have been located thus far (including 
four living overseas, who are coming to the reunion). Six remain unlocated.

We are still trying to find Michael Whelan, whose family lived for many years in Burra Road, 
Artarmon. Perhaps some of the older residents still remember his mother, Bunty? Perhaps one of 
the Gazette’s readers is in touch with Michael? Other class-mates from this Artarmon class who 
are still ‘missing’ are: Hugh Crawford, David Goodfellow, Ann Jenkins, Catherine Kennedy 
and David Martin.

If any readers know the current whereabouts of any of these former students, could they please 
let me know, on 9416 4766?

Judy Butlin, Roseville

Dear Editor,

In response to your article on recycling in the February Gazette, I wanted to point out the 
freecycle mailing lists that I find really useful:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SydneyNorthReUseIt/

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/freecycle_sydneycentral/

Freecycle is a group for people who have things they don’t need or want anymore and are 
looking for the item to be reused rather than thrown away. Don’t dump it or send it to landfill, 
give it away instead! So, you post your available items to the group and maybe your junk will 
become someone else’s treasure! If you want something just ASK - you never know! Everything 
must be FREE, SAFE and LEGAL.

I think Gazette readers who don’t yet know about freecycle would benefit from subscribing to 
the mailing list.

Yusuf Pisan, Artarmon

Public Information Meeting
8pm, Tuesday 26 May 2009

Nick Tobin, General Manager 
Willoughby City Council 

will discuss 
Council’s Management Plan 2009-2010

At the newly acquired community facility 
“The Church”, cnr Artarmon & Tindale Rds

This is an excellent opportunity to hear about Council’s plans for the next 

12 to 18 months and to ask questions regarding any issue of concern to you!

For further information please contact Michelle Sloane on 0412 267 828.
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If you missed our heritage events in April 
you missed something quite unique. The 
truly fantastic women who are our Heritage 
Committee – Marianne Nestor, Helen 
Wheeler and Margot McKay – organised a 
truly special weekend of events for the whole 
community to enjoy. 

Our Leadlights Weekend started with the offi-
cial launch of the exhibition by Eva Czernis-
Ryl, Curator, Decorative Arts and Design 
from the Powerhouse Museum. Eva was 
extremely impressed with the leadlights in 
Artarmon and the work done by our heritage 
committee. On the Sunday our ‘Leadlights by 
Starlight’ Tour took place with well over 100 
people attending!! While the adults walked the 
children were entertained by Ross and Alison 
from ARTY as well as the wonderful Christie 
Nelan, from Sydney observatory who 
thrilled the kids (and adults!) with visions of 
Saturn and the stars of the Milky Way!

Marianne and her team - along with the 
superb graphic design skills of Sonia Powell 
– have taken the work of our Heritage 
Committee to a new level. Please take some 
time to look at the heritage pages of our web-

President’s Report by Michelle Sloane

Michelle Sloane

ARTARMON  YOUTH  COMMITTEE

site - www.artarmonprogress.org.au - where 
you can order the beautiful Leadlights of 
Artarmon posters and cards. 

Many of you would be aware that Willoughby 
City Council has recently purchased the 
restored former church located on the corner 
of Artarmon and Tindale Rds. The purchase 
of the property will provide Artarmon with 
a wonderful new community space able to 
accommodate many different recreational 
activities, community performances, functions 
and meetings. It will also house the Artarmon 
Public library while the existing library site is 
being redeveloped. A full report on the plans 
for the Artarmon / Tindale Rd site will be pro-
vided in the next edition of the Gazette.

After considerable community consultation, 
including a public meeting held in March, 
Council is planning to review the existing DA 
governing the use of Kids Cottage Community 
Centre, Broughton Road. Overall, attendees 
at the public meeting were not averse to 
extending the use of Kids Cottage to speci-
fied adult groups and activities. Following on 
from this meeting, Council has determined to 
form a sunset committee to make recommen-

dations to Council 
concerning the 
issues surrounding 
additional commu-
nity use, including 
the preparation of 
a new Development 
Application. The 
next edition of the Gazette will update you on 
progress made in relation to this issue. 

Sincere congratulations go to Nick Logan and 
all his staff who have recently won the 2009 
Pharmacy of the Year award at the Australian 
Pharmacy Professional Conference. Nick and 
his team also picked up the award for the Best 
Small Pharmacy. Nick is a great supporter of the 
Progress Association and the Artarmon com-
munity generally and I am sure everyone will be 
delighted at these much deserved awards.

Finally, I would like to invite all our readers to 
attend our next Public information Meeting 
to be held on Tuesday 26 May at 8pm. Nick 
Tobin, Willoughby City Council’s General 
Manager will be our special guest. Nick will 
discuss Council’s 2009-2010 Management 
Plan. This will be a great opportunity to meet 
Nick and to hear about Council’s vision for 
Willoughby and the place Artarmon plays 
in that vision. See the meeting notice on 
the opposite page for further details. I do 
hope to see as many of you as possible at 
this meeting. 

ARTY STAR SEARCH FOR 2009 is here
SHOW DATES AND REHEARSALS:

FiRST REHEARSAL - Sunday 17th May, Artarmon Public School Hall, 12 noon - 2pm

SECoND REHEARSAL - Sunday 14th June, Artarmon Public School Hall, 12 noon - 2pm

GRAND FiNAL SHoW - 5th July. Time & venue to be announced on ARTY.oRG.AU

WE HAVE 10 GREAT TALENTED KiDS IN STAR SEARCH THIS YEAR 

WE ALSO HAVE GREAT CELEBRiTY JUDGES: 

Anthony Ikin from 2007 ‘So You Think You Can Dance’ and the 
Ikin Dance Studio 

Tara Swinfield, who has performed in shows such as Raggs, 
Simpsons TV, and SpongeBob

Nick Bozanic from Bozanic Entertainment Agency 

The show will be great fun so make sure you come along 

Tickets on the day at the door 

Check out more info on the Judges and contestants at ARTY.ORG.AU 

THE SPONSORS FOR STAR SEARCH 2009 ARE:

HAIR ON WILKES ARTARMON 
BOZANIC ENTERTAINMENT 
IKIN DANCE 
LIVE WIRE SOUND AND LIGHTS 
ARMCHAIR RACER 
TAURUS MARKETING
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over two days. These were fantastic for co-
ordination, concentration and fitness. Some 
classes are even extending it to next term by 
making juggling balls and prescribing juggling 
as homework. Many thanks to Robyn Tolnay 
for initiating this successful event. 

The Fitness Phenomenon in Artarmon: 
Have you noticed how well-utilised Artarmon 
Oval has been over the last couple of years 
with groups running, jumping, squatting, 
pushing, punching … at all times of the 
day and night? Artarmon seems to have 
been hit by the fitness bug and this has 
been partly inspired by the Artarmon Public 
School’s fitness program initiated by David 
Coon. The noticeable improvements in the 
kids then inspired a group of the mums and 
then dads … it really has become addictive! 
The local sporting clubs have even recorded 
an increase in players from our school.

The school community would like to wish 

Mr Coon best of luck in his new position at 
Chatswood Public School and looks forward to 
the competition at future zone carnivals!

Crunch&Sip: A new health and fitness 
awareness program is being implemented 
at the school this term. Crunch&Sip, as the 
name suggests, is a daily set break for the 
students to eat fruit or vege snacks and drink 
water to “re-fuel” as a way to assist physical 
and mental performance and concentration 
in the classroom. Events such as fun runs are 
incorporated into the program and special 
guests at the launch were super-vege heroes 
Captain Capsicum and Megabite Apple.

Laura Jablonka – farewell from APS - a 
dedicated educator: The earliest memories 
of many students starting school at Artarmon 
would certainly include Laura Jablonka (or 
Mister Blonka as my daughter called her 
at age 5). Laura taught at the school for 
more than 15 years and has given around 
30 years to education - an energetic and 
enthusiastic teacher who was always caring 
towards those tearful kindy kids (and 
mums). We wish her luck in the future. 

Public School News by Jane Cozens

Artarmon Public School takes action 
against climate change: The P&C 
Sustainability Committee and Eleanor Hughes 
arranged for Willougby City Council, with 
the assistance staff and students, to conduct 
an audit of energy use and greenhouse 
gas emissions at the school in late 2008. 
Identified in the audit presented at the P&C 
meeting in February 2009 were inefficient 
lighting, a high level of off-peak power 
usage and an inefficient cooling system for 
the canteen - or as the committee put it:

“Did you know that the school currently gener-
ates enough CO2 gas to fill 13 balloons per stu-
dent, per day, just from the electricity we use? 
With 650 students, that’s 8,450 balloons a 
day! A month’s worth of balloons would prob-
ably block out the sun right across Artarmon! It 
also costs well over $100,000 p.a.”

As a result, the Sustainability Committee has 
suggested both some immediate and long-
term solutions to save energy and money and 
reduce carbon emissions. These include replac-
ing lighting with energy-efficient fluorescent 
bulbs and the use of light sensors; automatic 
shutdown systems and standby modes for 
computers and other equipment; the addition 
of ceiling installation, ventilation systems and 
solar panels for buildings; and tap aerators and 
dual flush cisterns in bathrooms. 

The establishment of a School Energy Team 
has also been recommended, with a mandate 

“to identify a clear energy reduction target, 
allocate tasks, provide ongoing education on 
energy and climate issues”. 

The school also has the opportunity to apply 
for an Australian Government grant of up to 
$50,000 made available under the National 
Solar Schools Program which will enable imple-
mentation of these recommended energy effi-
ciency measures.

The day the circus came to school: How 
lucky are our kids! During the last week of 
Term 1 the students at Artarmon Public School 

were entertained by Circus Challenge with a 
show which involved juggling, diabolo and 
unicycle tricks, and with plenty of audience 
participation involving some talented kids and 
brave teachers. They were then encouraged to 
ask questions, finding out that Circus Challenge 
has toured around Australia and New Zealand 
for the past five years, visiting more than 100 
schools per year, and the “ring master” was 
a gymnast who started in the circus at 8 years 
of age. Hopefully there won’t be too many 
APS students running away to join the circus!

Circus Challenge then held small workshops 

Get the Full Story
Who is working for you?

Your Insurer? 
Your Agent? 
Your Broker?

An Insurance Broker is the only 
independent party who can truly say 

that they work for you – the client.

Doesn’t everyone need someone on 
their side? At MGA Insurance Brokers, 
we’ve got all your business needs covered.

Call TODAY for a quote.

1300 789 642

MGA Insurance Brokers Pty Ltd 
Level 1, Suite 19, 401 Pacific Highway 

Artarmon NSW 2064

Circus Challenge

David Coon with the 
Zone swim team

Laura Jablonka
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Artarmon Music Initiative Finds Success
By Charl Pienaar

WHICH HUE
Colour Consulting and

Interior Decorating
in Artarmon

contact Margot McKay

t 9413 1058   m 0402 855 299

www.whichhue.com.au

thethink
outsidesquare

WE COLLECT
GOOD USED
FURNITURE

St. Vincent de Paul Society – St Ives Region
has urgent need of good clean pre-loved 
clothing, bric-a-brac, white goods, furniture 
& good quality electrical items.

We can arrange pick ups 
5 days a week. Please 

call us to arrange 
for collection.

Call Florence or Cathy @ Chatswood 
on 9419 4236 or 9419 3599

Your Support Helps Us
To Help People Grow

Willoughby Village
36 Douglas Avenue CHATSWOOD
www.willoughbyvillage.com.au Ph. 9417 3328

Secure, quality independent living units 
available for over 55s in friendly village.

Recently renovated facilities and units
Peaceful location overlooking beautiful Muston Park

Close to Chatswood amenities - 30m to bus stop
Adjacent accredited hostel for assisted living
RECESSION-PROOF ACCOMMODATION

Studio, 1br & 2br units and townhouses
Units to suit singles and couples with varying needs

Studio & 1br $124,500 
(Pensioner rental assistance available)

2 br $500,000 
(annual refund after 2 yrs residency)

Willoughby RetiRement Community AssoCiAtion

A not-for-profit organisation
ACN 001 838 777

Working closely with Matthew Walmsley, 
Director of Artarmon Public School Bands, a 
group of Artarmon parents took the initiative 
to establish Northern Youth Symphonic Wind 
(“NYSW”), a regional concert band for young 
musicians in their early years of high school.

NYSW’s founding committee summed up 
the group’s goals in establishing NYSW: 
“We’ve long been aware that students leaving 
Artarmon Primary School’s music programme 
have not always found programmes of similar 
quality as they’ve moved on to high schools in 
the region. We wanted Artarmon students to 
be able to continue to have access to a quality 
music programme in addition to their school 
music activities. As 2009 was the year that the 
‘Nationals’ would be held in Sydney, we felt 
that this would be an ideal time to establish 
the band.”

While this has been an exciting Artarmon 
community initiative, NYSW welcomes 
young musicians from all around the 
North Shore. The 2009 concert band 
totals 52 musicians, each chosen on 
merit through audition, and includes 
young players living, and attending 
schools, across the North Shore.

Attesting to the quality of the play-
ers under Matthew Walmsley’s music 
direction, only a few months after its 
formation, NYSW competed in the 
Junior B (U19) division of the 2009 
Australian National Band Competition on 
Easter Monday and was awarded 3rd place, 
closely behind Knox Grammar School and Fort 
Street High School Bands.

Matthew Walmsley noted: “For the band to 
have done so well in such a short time is a 

testament to the whole effort that has been 
put in by all involved.”

This Artarmon initiative is being organised 
by Matthew Walmsley, Jacqui Fuller, Gayle 
Marks, Brendan Beckett, Charl Pienaar and 
Jane Dawes. 

Northern Youth Symphonic Wind

Quiz No 13: 

Leadlights of Artarmon

1. What are the two most popular 

decorative styles used in Artarmon’s 

leadlights?

2. Where are leadlights generally 

located in Federation style homes?

3. Where are leadlights generally 

located in California Bungalow style 

homes? 

4. Leadlight glass was manufactured in 

Australia from 1900. What was the 

effect of this on leadlight design? 

Answers on page 9

Compiled by Marianne Nestor
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Willoughby City Council has purchased the 
former church on the corner of Artarmon and 
Tindale Rds, Artarmon, for $2.1 million. The 
purchase of the property is being funded from 
Council’s Property Plan Reserve. 

The premises include the church building and 
hall, originally constructed in the 1920s. The 
property has already been renovated to a 
high standard for a range of performance and 
workshop uses following its purchase by the 
Gavemer Foundation in 2002. The renovation 
added amenities such as disabled toilets, shower 
and kitchen while preserving heritage features.

The purchase of this building allows for the 
relocation of the existing library into the 
former church at the front of the premises. 
Council is preparing a development applica-
tion for re-fit of the building and seeking 
community input, particularly on desired uses 
for the attached hall. Potential uses suggested 
at the meeting include community group 
meetings; activities complementary to the 
library such as reading and film groups; yoga 
and other classes and possibly some forms of 
parties and ceremonies. 

A recent meeting involving Council offic-
ers, neighbours and residents, APA and 

Sustainability Street members and ward coun-
cillors raised several concerns with changing 
and increasing use of the property. Neighbours 
emphasised the need to manage the type of 
activities, days and hours of operation, the 
numbers of people permitted on the site and 
traffic and parking in the surrounding area to 
minimise noise and disturbance. The need for 
measures to improve acoustics and limit noise 
from travelling off-site were also discussed.

The meeting also expressed concern that relocat-
ing the library away from the station and across 
busy Artarmon Rd would impact adversely on 
library patronage and the safety of library visi-
tors. Library patronage has been increasing, with 
commuters going to and from the station and 
children swelling the numbers. To ensure every-
one, including school children, can continue to 
use it independently, safe and convenient access 
from the station will need to be addressed.

Council's has promised full community consul-
tation on the new project. As well as input on 
potential uses and issues of concern, Council 
will invite further community involvement in 
project events and activities, such as the nam-
ing and launch of the new facility. Council will 
seek input through future community meet-
ings and  ‘Bang the Table’ (see box). Council’s 

commitment to sustainability will also be 
incorporated in the refit of the premises. 
Concurrent with the consultation process, 
Council will submit a development application 
for use of the property as a community facility 
and library. Following notification of the DA, 
the application will be assessed by an inde-
pendent, external town planning consultant 
and determined by Council.

Further information about the outcome of both 
the DA and community consultation processes 
will be provided in the August Gazette.

Nick Logan and the staff at Nick Logan 
Pharmacist Advice were recently named over-
all winner of the Australian 2009 Pharmacy of 
the Year award. Having won the category for 
Small Pharmacy, for pharmacies with fewer 
than eight full-time equivalent staff, they then 
took out the overall national award.

In announcing the award, Judge Graham 
Perl said that “excellence and innovation are 
clearly seen in every aspect of its executions, 
including the deep understanding of the local 
demography and creative ideas for the expan-
sion of the business.”

For those in the local community that already 
know Nick and his staff, the award prob-
ably comes as no surprise. Since joining as 
Pharmacy Manager in 1995, and continuing 
through his ownership since 2003, Nick has 
consistently evolved and improved ‘forward 
dispensing’ - sitting with the pharmacist dur-
ing dispensing - for the benefit of his custom-
ers. But it is the diverse and outstanding links 
with the local community that really puts the 
pharmacy in a class of its own, with involve-
ment in a range of activities as broad as the 
health information stall at the Artarmon Fair, 
drug and alcohol talks to Artarmon Primary 
School, kids health presentations to Jelly Tots 
play group, ‘Infection Disease Minimisation’ 
presentations to local child care centres, OH&S 
supplies and management for local businesses, 

and medication blister packing for the 
Assertive Outreach Team at Royal North Shore 
Hospital who support adults on the lower 
north shore with mental illness.

The pharmacy has been awarded life member-
ship of ‘The Housing Connection’, a group 
which provides support services to adults with 
a disability, and has produced three ‘Young 
Australian Pharmacists of the Year’ from 

graduates in the last decade. Pharmacy staff 
are dedicated to promoting health care but 
also to their own education, including study-
ing for media and business degrees.

The Gazette and the Artarmon Community 
congratulate Nick and the staff on their well-
deserved award, and we also thank them for 
their continued support of our work in the 
local community. 

New community centre for 
former church by Alethea Morison

Nick Logan’s Pharmacy wins 
national award by Anne Weinert

For input or thoughts about the 
use of the building going forward, 
visit www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au, 
and click on the ‘Artarmon 
Library & Community Centre’ 
link under the ‘Bang the Table’ 
area of the homepage to have 
your say. This online forum will 
be operational until at least the 
end of May. The online discussion 
forum site is independently 
moderated by Bang the Table.

Nick Logan & staff celebrate their award win
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ARTARMON 
FAMILY 

BUTCHER

Now 
producing 

deli platters
• selected cold meats • 
variety of olives • variety 

of fruits (fruits vary 
depending on season) • 

selection of fi ne cheeses 
• platter plate included •

$50 - $100
One day’s notice 

is needed

Steve & Waty Koch
Mon-Thurs 8am-7pm
Fri 8am-6pm
Sat 8am-2pm

9412 1746
102 Hampden Road
Artarmon
(Opposite Railway Station)

CASH 4 SCRAP
ALL METALS

51 DICKSON AVE, ARTARMON
MON - FRI 7.30am - 4.30pm SAT 8am - 11am

www.nsmr.com.au

Kids Cottage

Unless child care is of concern to you, you 
may not have known the location of the only 
current Council community services building 
in Artarmon west of the railway line (Jersey 
Rd reserve, south end of White St). As a 
result of changes to State Government rules 
regarding hiring of school buildings, Artarmon 
Community Church organised a petition to 
Willoughby City Council signed by 300 people 
requesting a change of permitted uses of Kids 
Cottage to enable church services on a Sunday. 
While Kids Cottage is suitable for many uses, 
its development approval (DA) only permitted 
use as a child care centre. As it is situated in a 
park surrounded by apartments and terraces, 
noise was, and remains, a major issue.

In response to the petition, Council held a 
public meeting at Kids Cottage on the 10th 
of March 2009. Few immediate neighbours, 

Artarmon @ Council by Peter Egan

or residents further afield, appear to have 
received notices of the meeting. Most (all?) 
attendees at the meeting were notified by 
community groups or saw it on the Kids 
Cottage noticeboard. 

Neighbours spoke against a change of use 
at the public meeting and at the Council 
meeting on 27 April on the grounds of 
extra noise in a quiet neighbourhood. There 
was also concern about the apparent lack 
of notification, and therefore the lack of 
opportunity, for other residents to attend the 
meeting to express their views.

A representative of the Artarmon Community 
Church spoke at the public meeting and at 
the Council meeting on the quiet nature of 
the church services with an attendance of 
about 50 people. Representatives of other 
community groups in the Willoughby area 
such as the APA, its youth group ARTY, Zenith 

Theatre Group and Epicentre Theatre Group, 
also attended the public meeting and spoke 
in favour of other uses outside the hours it 
operates as a child care centre. The primary 
use suggested by these other groups was 
meetings and theatre rehearsals without music 
or voice amplification.

At its meeting of 27 April, Council resolved 
to form a committee with the aim to advise 
Council on the possible terms and conditions 
to be include in a Development Application 
(DA) for extended community use of 
the centre. 

The APA will continue to monitor and report 
on this issue in the next Gazette.

Elizabeth St / Wilkes Avenue 

A plan of works for pedestrian 
improvements in the Elizabeth St / 
Wilkes Avenue precinct has been prepared 
and approved through Council’s Traffic 
Committee. Proposed works include an 
upgrade of the footpath across the existing 
traffic island, pram ramps and a median 
infill island to enable two-stage pedestrian 
crossing. Council considers that the works 
will provide a significant improvement in 
pedestrian safety and amenity at the location 
while minimising the impact on vehicle access 
and parking.

Council is in the process of consulting with 
the APA and local shopkeepers, and the 
improvements are likely to be in place in the 
next few months. Funding is being provided 
on a 50/50 basis by the RTA and Council.

Cleland Park 

The APA has made a donation to go towards 
a picnic setting in the newly landscaped 
Cleland Park - a plaque will be placed there 
recognising our donation.

Garbage service

A resident of Mowbray Rd Artarmon, at 
Council’s Open Forum 14 April, brought 
to Council’s attention the rough and ready 
emptying of garbage bins in Mowbray 
Road by Council’s contractor. Bins are not 
being properly emptied and returned to the 
kerb with their lids closed. The service is 
no better in Francis Rd Artarmon and likely 
other streets. 

Stop Press – 

Artarmon Station works

We are pleased to report that the 

maintenance and pavement works 

begun at the station on the first 

weekend in May are planned to 

be completed on the shutdown 

weekend in early June. Seating and 

new, smaller planter boxes and 

shrubbery will be installed.
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Leadlights by Starlight by Helen Wheeler

The stars shone brightly on a clear night 
for the APA’s ‘Leadlights by Starlight’ com-
munity event on Sunday 5th April. Over 150 
Artarmon residents and visitors took the 
opportunity to view Artarmon’s leadlights and 
the southern sky at night. The evening cel-
ebrated the culmination of the APA Heritage 
Committee’s ‘Leadlights of Artarmon’ project 
and the National Trust Heritage Festival – ‘Our 
Place in Space - Under the Southern Cross’. 

Adults were taken on a guided torchlight tour 
of two of Artarmon’s oldest streets, Tindale 
and Muttama Roads. Homeowners lit up their 
stunning Art Nouveau and Art Deco leadlights 
for walkers to view, while Heritage Committee 
guides gave an informative commentary on the 
history of Artarmon, its residential architecture 
and the style and designs of its leadlights.

On a perfectly cloudless night, children and 
adults were able to stargaze with a telescope 
guided by their own personal astronomer, 
Christie Nelan, from Sydney Observatory. Views 
of Saturn’s rings and the craters of the moon 
were fabulous. The ARTY team, led by Ross 
Dickson, entertained the children with chalk 
street-art, easter egg hunts and activities.

The APA Heritage Committee, comprising 
Marianne Nestor, Margot McKay and I, has 
been working on the ‘Leadlights of Artarmon’ 
community project for the last eight months 
and has photographed the windows and 
doors of nearly sixty homes. We have created 
an exhibition of these Art Nouveau and Art 
Deco leadlights which will be on display in 
Artarmon Library for several more weeks. 

With the help of Sonia Powell, we have also 
produced three stunning posters and a set of 
greeting cards featuring Artarmon leadlights 
that may be purchased.

An exhibition launch with a 1920s theme was 
held on the evening of Friday 3rd April for APA 
members and invited guests. Before officially 
opening the exhibition, Eva Czernis-Ryl, the 
Curator of Decorative Arts and Design at the 
Powerhouse Museum, delivered a fascinating 

talk. In her presentation Eva outlined the artistic 
features of Art Nouveau and Art Deco design 
and related them to Artarmon’s leadlights.

The photographic images of Artarmon’s lead-
lights are now an archival record for future 
generations. They have been given to the 
Willoughby City Library and the Powerhouse 
Museum and will also feature on the APA’s 
website. The photos will aid current and future 
Artarmon residents wishing to restore or recon-
struct their leadlights in a style in keeping with 
their house’s age and architecture and the her-
itage streetscapes of Artarmon.

The Heritage Committee would like to thank 
the residents of Artarmon for their enthusiasm 
and contribution to this community project. 
Many thanks also to Artarmon Framing and 
Sonia Powell of Zohannia for their support.

Since the exhibition, there have been many com-
ments from Artarmon residents and visitors to 
the area such as “I’m now noticing the richness 
and variety of Artarmon’s leadlights”. We believe 
that the project has led to a greater appreciation 
of the beauty and diversity of our leadlights and 
the need to conserve these amazing heritage 
features – the ‘Leadlights of Artarmon’.

To view and order your leadlight cards 
and posters, go to the APA’s website at: 
www.artarmonprogress.org.au 

The APA Heritage Committee celebrating 
Artarmon’s leadlights in 1920s style

Physiotherapy

ann Liebert 
& 

Jackie WaLker

Physiotherapists

For seventeen years,
Physiotherapist Ann
Liebert has run her
practice in Artarmon,
specialising in:

• Back pain
• Musculo-skeletal pain
• Sports injuries
• Occupational-related pain
• Neck headaches

Suite 6 
110 Hampden Road 

aRtaRmon

pH: 9419 3404 
fax: 9419 2880

artarmon framing

Lynn & Bob Greaves
94a Reserve Road, Artarmon

Ph: 9439 9992 • Fax: 9436 0264
Open: 9 - 5 M to F • 10 - 2 Sat.

Congratulations 
from the team at 
Artarmon Framing to 
everyone involved in the 
magnificent Leadlights 
of Artarmon project!

We were proud to add 
our support.

Quiz No 13 Answers 
Questions on page 5

1. Art Deco (geometric) and Art Nouveau 

(curving lines).

2. Leadlights typically focused on the front 

door in order to impress visitors. 

3. Leadlights typically focused on the 

front door and front windows because 

the trend towards very simple interiors 

required more window decoration.

4. There was a move to incorporating 

Australian flora such as waratahs and 

wattles and fauna such as emus and 

kookaburras into some leadlight designs.

Artarmon Vision Specialists
Optometrist • spectacles • sunglasses

Stuart Schipp - Opt. Dispenser 
Roland Tan - B.Optom. UNSW

122 Hampden Rd, Artarmon

Mon-Fri: 9am-6pm 
Saturday: 9am-12.30pm 
Closed Wednesdays

9412 3757

Free Eye exams 
(medicare conditions apply)

Optometrist
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To be eligible for this fantastic prize, simply register your pledge to:

•	 Receive	a	FREE	ClimateClever	Home	Assessment;	or

•	 Attend	the	next	FREE	ClimateClever	workshop:
- How will the Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme 

affect your family? Wednesday 3 June

Prize	will	be	drawn	on	World	Environment	Day,	5	June	2009.

Pledge today on 9777 1000 or online at 
www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/climateclever

ClimateClever	is	a	community	education	
campaign	brought	to	you	by	Willoughby	City	
Council as part of the e.restore program.

*Please refer to the competition terms and 
		conditions	available	at	www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Pledge to become a ClimateClever home 
and you could WIN an evacuated solar 
hot water system worth over $3000!

home

Thank You, Artarmon!

96 Hampden Road, Artarmon
Phone 9419 6880 Fax 9419 6868
Email nloganpa@bigpond.net.au

www.pharmacistadvice.net.au
(Opposite Artarmon Station)

At the recent Australian Pharmacy Professional conference on 
the Gold Coast, Nick Logan Pharmacist Advice was awarded the 
Australian Small Pharmacy of the Year 2009 as well as the 
overall Australian Pharmacy of the Year 2009.
The pharmacy was recognised in four main areas:
•	 Consistent,	effective	and	evolving	“forward	dispensing”	(sitting	

with a pharmacist during dispensing to maximise professional 
interaction)

•	 Local	 community	 links,	 interaction	 and	 provision	 of	 health	
information

•	 Staff	support,	development	and	training
•	 Identification	of	new	opportunities	despite	physical	size
We have been successful in Artarmon because we have always 
been	 embraced	 by	 the	 community.	 It	 was	 a	 victory	 for	 small,	
personal pharmacies all over Australia.
Thank	you	all	for	your	custom	and	friendship	over	the	last	decade.	I	can	
assure you that all our staff, past and present, have accepted ownership 
of these awards and are celebrating accordingly. You should too!

Ramesh, Laura, Nick & Claire celebrate the awards
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Craftsmen Office Interiors NSW Pty Ltd
The Enterprise Centre 

1/78 Reserve Road 
Artarmon NSW 2064

ph: 02 9901 2600

fax: 02 9906 4192

website: www.craftsmeninteriors.com.au

accounts/admin: admin@craftsmeninteriors.com.au

 history Craftsmen Office Interiors NSW Pty Ltd moved into the Artarmon area (Cleg Street) in 1992. We 
made the choice of Artarmon due to the close proximity to the city and north shore, as well as the 
Artarmon area’s great village, public transport, parks, plenty of trees and great plans for the suburb’s 
future. We purchased a property in Reserve Road (The Enterprise Centre) in 2000, in one of 
the new industrial/commercial estates that have been established in Artarmon and have brought a 
wide range of businesses to the area. The Progress Association, local members and businesses are 
contributing greatly to Artarmon and we are proud to be part of this.

 company Craftsmen Office Interiors NSW Pty Ltd was established in 1990, originally from Melbourne. We 
specialise in Commercial Office Interiors, construction and project management; we have a large 
experienced team of 25 people and a wide base of customers. We service and maintain numerous 
businesses in Artarmon, and also utilise the services of businesses in Artarmon.

  If you require quotations or ideas on your existing office fit-outs please contact one of the persons below.

 contact details Craig Learmonth Karl Moffitt Paul Rowe

  0418 673 401 0412 977 426 0418 976 779

  craig@craftsmeninteriors.com.au karlm@craftsmeninteriors.com.au paul@craftsmeninteriors.com.au

Those Dry Shady Areas in Your Garden by Mollie Shelley

Trees are wonderful, we need them, the 
environment needs them. But like most good 
things in life there is also a downside. In this 
case it is an increase in dry shady spots where 
your normal gardening efforts come to nought. 
What can you do?

Some years ago, the APA asked me to allow 
visitors into my garden. This was the first time 
such a thing had happened. I sat in a bus on 
an interstate trip, booked before I knew this 
was going to happen, and worried about 
what to do about a recalcitrant, dry, messy 
area under a Casuarina in the front garden. 
Inspiration hit – make a virtue out of a defect!

On my return home we paved an irregular 
area, about a square metre, with old bricks and 
installed a stone garden bench.  I was fortu-
nate that the man employed to do the work 
had an old convict-hewn gutter stone he didn’t 
want which made a good garden seat. Then I 
scrounged all the odd pieces of tree fern trunk 
scattered around my garden and, hey presto, 
before long I had a bromeliad garden filling 
the nearby space. Nowadays in that difficult 
area under the Casuarina and a large sasan-
qua camellia, there are also a couple of large 
(plastic) pots dumped on me by someone who 
was downsizing. I’m using them to grow a 
tall Calathea in one and a large Spathiphyllum 
“Sensation” in the other. Both are thriving in 
that sheltered area although they get no sun.  

When trying to rehabilitate such dry shady 
areas an important consideration is the amount 

PERMACULTURE NORTH meets 3rd Monday evening 
each month in Lindfield. Contact 1300 887 145 or 
info@permaculturenorth.org.au.

of leaf fall you’ll have 
to cope with. Will you 
need to sweep it often? 
Is it subject to much 
traffic? If so you’ll need 
to be careful what pav-
ing you use. You don’t 
want sprained ankles 
- or worse. If this is not 
an issue you may be 
able to use fairly rough 
sandstones. Pebbles and 
bark used as ground 
cover are fine provided 
there is not much leaf or 
petal fall. 

Council will generally 
permit underpruning of 
large eucalypts. Apart 
from the bromeliads, 
other plants that should 
do well in such an area 
include Kalanchoes, particularly ‘blossfeldiana’, 
grasses and members of the cycad family. You 
need to check the ultimate size you might 
expect although cycads are very slow grow-
ing. Be wary, many of them have sharp foliage 
which is better planted at a distance from 
paths. Some of the grasses that flower may be 
a problem for asthmatics and for those who 
suffer from hayfever.

Australian native orchids thrive in such areas 
with a little early morning sun. Tie them, or 
wedge them, onto stones to keep them stable 

so their roots have a chance to cling to the 
rock. Vireya rhododendrons grow well with 
some morning sun, plenty of leaf mulch and an 
occasional feed with a fish or seaweed emul-
sion. They are epiphytic in their native habitats. 
Mine responded well to having several large 
stones half buried under the mulch despite the 
enormous Tallow-wood growing nearby. 

Cartoon by Wendy Bishop
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...feedback

How much has hap-
pened already this year! 
The financial crisis has 
caused a loss of confi-
dence in the ability of 
governments to manage 
the excesses of ‘the mar-
ket’. Although shame 
and pain are involved, I 
think it is a good thing 

since it is in crisis that we change. And we really 
need to. In Willoughby, I like to think that we 
have started to balance those excesses with a 
lot more kindness and compassion towards the 
earth and to all with whom we share it.

Beginning with ourselves, we can value and 
celebrate what we have and this is just what 
Heritage Week in Artarmon was all about. 
Through the generosity and dedication of 
four special women, we were provided with a 
fabulous feast of early 20th century decorative 

Kate Lamb

The Plan of 
Management and 
Budget for the coming 
year (with forward esti-
mates for later years) was 
recently put on exhibition. 
Each councillor has dif-
ferent ideas on priorities, 
whether within the wards 

or between them. So the officers have some dif-
ficult moments when developing equitable solu-
tions which get the balance right among classes 
of expenditure (eg. the extent of subsidy for child 
care vs. that for the performing arts); among the 
wards (eg. spending on footpath improvements); 
among categories of residents and ratepayers 
(eg seniors vis-à-vis youth, business and industrial 
vis-à-vis residential). A further complication for the 
2009/10 budget is the current economic circum-
stances, which have caused many of Council’s 
revenues to fall, but without corresponding falls 
in expenditures. Part of the officers’ wisdom is 
to stick with the familiar, ie. not move too far 
from last year’s solution. For me the question 
then arises: does ‘business-as-usual’ suffice in 
such extraordinary times as the present? I suspect 
we will not answer that question in time for this 
year’s budget but maybe a start can be made 
as we review the Willoughby City Strategy in 
coming months. I envisage us making a broader 
policy commitment to sustainability. You can 
have a say by participating in a community meet-
ing on June 2 (daytime) or June 4 (evening).

The vexed question of use of the Kids Cottage 
facilities has come to the fore again recently. I 
support the view that the facilities are less than 

adequately utilised and could provide a valuable 
community resource for the dense residential 
community in its immediate vicinity. Following a 
petition to Council seeking greater use, a process 
has been set in train that will involve the com-
munity in determining the range and duration of 
those extra uses. Concerns about traffic, parking 
and noise will be minimised if uses are limited 
mostly to those serving the immediate area, ie. 
for those people within walking distance.

My ward colleagues and I have been talking 
about local public transport for many years now. 
May 2009 is a milestone in our quest as the 
Artarmon industrial shuttle begins opera-
tion (see p1 story). Success with this e-restore 
funded venture will encourage Council to look 
for ways to fund other services, both within our 
ward and through other parts of the city (State 
laws and regulations prevent Council charging 
directly for any such services). Those of you who 
use Artarmon station on the east side will see a 
white van that shuttles workers in peak periods 
to and from Channel 9. I’m wondering what it 
would take to turn that service into a commuter 
loop? Discussions with business owners in the 
Artarmon Industrial Area who shuttle custom-
ers to railway stations have, so far, not resulted 
in any pooling of resources, but a successful 
Council shuttle might change that. As the guy 
on TV used to say, ‘I’m excited’.

I’m far from excited by the outcome of the Area 
Health Service’s consultations with Council relat-
ing to the new public hospital which they are 
preparing to build. Each modified proposal has 
seen our previous input largely ignored. It now 
seems we will get a facility with little attention 
to energy and sustainability outcomes; with 

Barry Thompson

best-practice standards compromised by budget 
constraints; with little regard for the heritage of 
the site; and with potential traffic issues. Council 
plans to continue to bring these issues to the 
attention of relevant State politicians.

Finally, I AM excited about Council’s purchase 
of the former church at Tindale and Artarmon 
Rds. We now have a wonderfully refurbished 
asset in community hands. It will function as a 
temporary branch library as the Elizabeth St 
site is redeveloped and has many other exciting 
options for its use by the community.

barry.thompson@willoughby.nsw.gov.au or on 
9412 1596 (phone/fax). 
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TAFE NSW

Free shuttle service
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Artarmon Loop  
bus stops

The Artarmon Loop is a free shuttle 
service travelling on a loop from St 
Leonards station through the Artarmon 
industrial area.

Service will run every 15 minutes 
from 6am to 6pm, Monday to Friday.

Visit www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au or 
phone 9777 1000 for further information.

This service is brought to you by 
Willoughby City Council as part 
of the e.restore program.
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...feedback

Kids Cottage revisited

Following a public meet-
ing, a Kids Cottage work-
ing party has been estab-
lished to consider making 
the Centre available for 
greater community use. 
Residents will recall the 
issue surrounding the ini-

tial DA. Residents further afield generally wanted 
the facility made available whilst residents imme-
diately adjacent (ie. in the very immediate vicinity) 
were not so enthusiastic. Major concerns were 
the potential for increased traffic in Broughton Rd, 
as well as noise from the car park and hours of 
potential use. Local playgroups and a local church 
are keen to get access to the site and this would 
mean Sunday as well as after hours use.

It may well be that with the Council’s purchase 
of the former Church at the corner of Artarmon 
and Tindale Rds, some of the pressures for space 
at Kids Cottage may dissipate. The playgroups did 
use this site as rehearsal rooms when it functioned 
as a church some years ago. Clearly, the important 
issue is that invested community funds generally 
need to be utilised as much as possible. I support 
this principle. But where special circumstances 
exist, then a balance needs to be achieved. 

It was admitted by the former General Manager 
of WCC that the Kids Cottage development was 
not a textbook operation. Little or no consultation 
occurred with the local community adjacent to 
the site. Open space was turned into the equiva-
lent of a two-storey building. None of the consul-
tation that occurred, for example, with Civic Place 
community groups occurred with local residents.

The real point here is that for the people 
residing around Kids Cottage, the facility was 
designed as a day childcare centre and not a 
fully operational community centre. The proper 
processes to achieve the latter never took place. 
No matter how much the supporters for the 

Stuart Coppock

arts located here in the heart of our suburb – 
the windows and doors of people’s homes! 
Leadlights by Starlight provided an unusual 
opportunity to tour the suburb on foot and ‘after 
hours’, taking in the jewel-like qualities of this 
particular form of architectural adornment. Also, 
to be educated about the influence and extent of 
Art Nouveau and Deco movements in Australia, 
boom time for construction in Artarmon.

Because a community needs places to meet, 
share, discover and develop local knowledge 
and capacities, Council’s recent acquisition 
of the beautifully renovated former church 
at 139 Artarmon Road (corner of Tindale Rd) 
presents exciting possibilities! The building has 
stained glass windows, soaring ceilings and 
a hall equipped with stage area and kitchen. 
At present, we are thinking that it can be a 
temporary location for the library - whilst the 
renovation guided by Artarmon’s Sustainability 
Street group is underway at the existing site. 
Other complementary uses will be the subject 
of consultation with you.

Over the line at Kids Cottage, currently the venue 
for a range of children’s services, this hidden treas-
ure is now the subject of a time-limited Advisory 
Committee investigating the possibility of extend-
ing use to other community activities, outside of 
the child care services hours. The facility has a his-
tory. My own daughter attended after-school care 
there when it was just a cottage. Redeveloped 
in the late 90s, Council created a much larger 
centre, set in one of Ric McConaghy’s wonderfully 
designed children’s playgrounds. Surrounded by 
medium density residential development however, 
we did not manage communication with the 
neighbours at all well. I had thought that the resi-
dents of West Artarmon should have access to a 
neighbourhood centre like those provided in other 
parts of Willoughby – areas which seemed to have 
much better access to open space and community 
facilities. As it turned out, the project was and still 
is a painful one for me in learning that the best of 
intentions can all too easily come to grief. 

Whatever happens, Council will welcome the 
opportunity to hear from the people about 
how they want their neighbourhood to devel-
op. It will do its best to consider all points of 
view.  No decisions will be made until this has 
happened. And in the meantime, should you 
feel strongly about this – put your name for-
ward when we call for Expressions of Interest! 
Visit my blog - www.katelamb.blogspot.com 

Looking For A Good Dentist on the North Shore?
(A Complete Family and Cosmetic Dentist - With That Gentle Touch...?)

Here’s 8 Good Reasons to Call Us Today:
1. Same day fast relief emergency Treatment. We promise to be gentle and considerate and use the 

best of care and techniques to give you a pleasant and pain free experience every time. Happy Gas always 
available to help you relax.

2. Extended hours from 8am. Open Saturday + Thursday nights for your convenience - and we won’t keep you 
waiting. 

3. White fillings and biocompatible, durable ceramic restorations. Non drug headache treatments + Anti-snoring 
appliances also available.

4. Complete family Dentistry. Kids always welcomed. Check out our kids corner.
5. Affordable Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry -  Easily improve your smile and enjoy strong and permanent, 

non removable teeth replacements that gives you immediate comfort and confidence with a natural smile and function.
6. No More Loose and Sore Dentures with One Visit Mini-Implants. Enjoy that apple or steak, today, and 

smile with real confidence again.
7. Sleep Sedation Dentistry by a qualified Anaesthetist using Intravenous Sedation or General Anaesthetic. 
8. Bad Breath Elimination Therapy - Never be embarrassed again with these simple effective treatments.

Call Us Now On 9419-7484 For An Appointment. 
www.ArtarmonFineDental.com 

Suite 1, Level 1, 80 Hampden Rd Artarmon 
(just above Commonwealth Bank)

latter had pressed for this, the failure of the 
design now remains. This raises the very neces-
sary and on-going sensitive process of com-
munity negotiation with those most affected by 
any change to activities at Kids Cottage.

A community representative group has been 
formed to engage in these negotiations. I 
sincerely hope that this community structure 
is representatives of local bodies corporate 
for adjacent buildings. People who wish to be 
involved in the community working party do 
need to apply when it is advertised so that the 
community can put forward recommendations 
to the Council on the issue. 

It is my experience as a Councillor that people 
who are the most affected will and do find work-
able solutions to community problems. It may take 
longer than those eager for change, it might not 
be the absolute outcome for change sought by 
some, but what is achieved is a working compro-
mise and an effective and working community. 
This working party is important in this process.

stuart.coppock@willoughby.nsw.gov.au 

Artarmon Medical Centre
92-94 HAMPDEN ROAD ARTARMON 2064

A personal, caring family practice for more than 30 years
- providing comprehensive and complete medical care

for you and your family.

Artarmon’s fully accredited General Practice 

 • women’s health
 • men’s health
 • heart checks
 • immunisation
 • allergy treatment
 • paediatrics
 Artarmon Medical Centre is now able to offer the latest cosmetic medicine treatments:
 • Anti wrinkle treatment of dynamic facial lines around the eyes and forehead
 • Treatment for established facial lines with Hyaluronic Acid fillers

To feel your best, talk to one of the friendly GPs for the right advice.

Phone 9411 5858 • 9419 8448

2009 FLU VACCINE NOW AVAILABLE - 
free vaccine for over 65 year olds

Free WHOOPING COUGH VACCINE 
available for all parents, grandparents 
and carers of infant children to 
protect against the current epidemic
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Phone: 02 9411 6681 | Fax: 02 9411 6684 | Web: www.vogueconveyancing.com.au

Vogue Conveyancing has over 15 years’ legal experience 
and has been established in Artarmon since 2007. 
We are now expanding into the local community.

We have a new offi ce conveniently located at
Suite A, 130 Hampden Road, Artarmon.
Appointments are made at a time convenient to you.

Vogue Conveyancing will simplify the buying and
selling process for you!

Choosing Chooks
By Alethea Morison

The death of our 16 year old cat Phantom 
at the start of 2008 was a milestone for our 
family. The children had never known life 
without her and all of us went through a 
grieving period before the inevitable question 
arose, “Should we get another pet?”

The obvious answer seemed “No”, at least to 
another cat. Our ecological conscience had 
developed in the last 16 years and, backing 
onto Artarmon Reserve, we felt we couldn’t 
knowingly add to the local population of pet 
predators. Rabbits and guinea pigs were con-
sidered or even just enjoying our proximity to 
the teeming wildlife of the Reserve, but that 
isn’t the same, of course, as looking after and 
bonding with your own pet.

Another possibility presented itself when the 
family attended a World Animal Day event at 
Figtree Vet. While we took the opportunity to 
become entwined with a small python, it was 
not this that caught our fancy – it was a dis-
play of ‘Rentachook’ chooks. This seemed a 
low-risk solution given that the deal included 
the option of returning them in the first 6 
weeks if we weren’t happy.

So I put my name down with Rentachook 
and a few weeks later the package arrived. 
For $360 plus delivery, this consisted of two 
large handsome Isa Brown chickens at lay-
ing age, a compact fully enclosed coop with 
roosting beam, egg laying area and wheels 
so it can be moved around the garden, 25 
kg of organic feed and a large bag of straw. 
We named the chooks Cleopatra and Nefertiti 
(Cleo and Titi for short).

The children and I liked them immediately. 
They fossick busily and happily for food and 
rush up to be fed their pellets and kitchen 
scraps, snatching up the odd grape or straw-
berry and trying to steal them from each 
other in mad chases around the yard. In their 
more relaxed moments they roll in the dust 

and cluck soothingly. They quickly established 
their pecking order with Cleo as top chook, 
which means she bosses Titi but also stands 
up for her when there are competitors in 
the yard. We worried the 
food would attract rats and 
mice but so far the chooks 
are kept busy fending off 
kookaburras, magpies and 
blue tongue lizards. 

My husband was less happy 
at first and would suggest 
several times a day that I 
ring up and have the chooks 
removed. They rampaged 
through his beautifully 
tended garden of native 
and exotic plants, exposing 
roots with their giant claws, 
shredding the leaves from 
all things green and cover-
ing every centimetre of path 
and lawn with chicken poo. Nor did they fully 
perform as children’s pets. When my daugh-
ter, Laura, was sitting on the ground cuddling 
Titi, Cleo marched up and tore a tuft of hair 
from her scalp, eliciting screams of, “I hate 
Cleo! I hate her, I hate her, I hate her.”

At each call to ring the chook-man, I tried 
a new action. I dug out a bush we didn’t 
like to give them a dust bath area so they 
wouldn’t make so much dust themselves and 
then, though it made them less ‘free range’, I 
built a simple run at the rear of the yard with 
some chicken wire and stakes.  Every day I 
clean up the poo with a trowel as it’s odorous 
and attracts flies and I also worry that it’s too 
nutrient-rich to be allowed to leach into the 
Reserve unchecked. I have a vegetable plot 
laid out and some seedlings started where I 
plan to apply the composted poo.

While these measures dealt with some 

concerns, at 6 weeks we still had a problem – 
the chooks weren’t laying. I almost began to 
wonder if it was all a con that eggs came out of 
chooks’ butts. Then miraculously, a single egg 

was discovered and, now, 
they diligently produce an 
egg each every morning, lay-
ing them neatly in the straw 
at the back of their coop 
where a little door opens so 
we can collect them. 

The eggs have a wonder-
ful rich flavour though I 
have learnt, with the help 
of Jackie French’s Chook 
Book from the Artarmon 
Library Sustainable Living 
Collection, that eggs can 
be too fresh for some pur-
poses. For example, if you 
hard boil a freshly laid egg 
(as I did for a Christmas Day 

salad), the shell sticks when you try to peel it.

I’ve also learnt that chooks are susceptible to 
heat and very reliant on plentiful supplies of 
cool, fresh water on hot days. On the whole 
though, they seem happy, healthy robust pets 
who are easy to care for and, as the member of 
the family without a green thumb, I find them a 
wonderfully simple way to raise my own food.

It’s early days yet but at this stage we are con-
tent with our chooks – I enjoy the moments 
of rural life in suburbia before heading off to 
work in the city and the concept of using our 
food waste to feed the chooks which then 
feed us with their eggs and supply fertiliser for 
vegetables. I’m also happy that the only food 
miles directly associated with each egg are the 
few steps to the backyard. 

Chooks may not be for everyone but they are 
well worth considering as a family pet and 
part of a sustainable home.

Laura with chook
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The Gazette is looking for people to 
help with editorial, advertising and 
delivery coordination.
We publish quarterly, so our schedule is not onerous, 
but we do need reliable volunteers who want to 
contribute to the community in Artarmon. 

The Gazette is committed to informing residents 
and businesses in postcode 2064 about current 
local events and issues, and providing a forum 
in which to discuss matters of interest and 
concern. And we even have fun in the process!!

Please contact Anne Weinert, Editor, on 
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au or 
9904 6223 (business hours).

Artarmon Neighbourhood Watch - CW5
By Clare Hamilton-Bate

2064Talking

incidents (other than Break & Enter) Reported to Police for all of Artarmon Jan – Mar 2009

Incident Category Sub-category Number Comments

Assault Common assault 4 3 in home units; 1 in street. 

Malicious damage Graffiti 6 4 commercial premises; 2 public place. 

Malicious damage Malicious damage to property 14 6 public place; 5 residential premises; 3 
commercial premises.

Robbery Demand money with menaces 1 Threaten personal harm.

Robbery Robbery 1  

Robbery Other 1 Intimidation.

Stealing Steal from motor vehicle 15 8 on street; 7 in residential parking; 3 
in commercial premises.

Stealing Steal from retail store 1 Service station.

Stealing Other steal 9 6 from residential premises; 2 from com-
mercial premises; 1 licensed premises.

Steal motor vehicle  9 7 from street; 2 from business carparks.

Source: COPS, NSW Police.

Break & Enter incidents Reported to Police for all of Artarmon Jan – Mar 2009

Incident Category Locations Number Point of 
Access

Method of Entry

Break and Enter - 
residential.

15 units/ town houses; 8 
houses/garages

23 10 window; 
8 door;  
5 other.

6 open window; 6 
forced lock; 2 smashed 
door/window; 9 other.

Break and Enter - 
business, commercial, 
recreational.

 8 7 door;  
1 roof.

4 door smashed; 1 no 
entry; 3 other.

Source: COPS, NSW Police.

North Shore Local Area Command - 
Community Safety Precinct Committee 
– Community Update

Police have advised that a couple of significant 
arrests in recent weeks have changed the pat-
terns of crime in the area, really demonstrating 
the impact one or two criminals can have and 
also the importance of the public supplying 
timely information regarding suspicious activity 
in their neighbourhood to the police.

Crime Prevention Tips for 
Residential Premises

If you’ve you checked your street number is 
clearly visible, reviewed your fences / land-
scaping and thought about security lighting / 
timers (see last Gazette).....it’s time for some 
more tips on crime prevention.

Check through the following, how does your 
home rate?

•	 Letter Boxes should be fitted with a suit-
able lock to restrict access to mail.

•	 Gardens Sheds should be locked to pre-
vent access and theft. Is your shed securely 
anchored to the ground…..thefts have 
occurred by lifting the shed to gain access. 

•	 Keys – Spare keys should not be hidden 
outside the home, instead leave a set with 
trusted friends or neighbours. Keys should 
never be left in locks or in view, but should 
be kept in a safe location.

•	 Property identification – Record descrip-
tions/model/serial numbers of property for 
easy identification. Take photos of unique 
items to aid in their recovery. Keep your prop-
erty list and photos in a secure location. Back 
up those property lists from your computer, 
in case the computer gets stolen. Engrave or 
etch your property with a traceable number, 
for example, your driver’s license number 
for identification. For items that can’t be 
engraved, use an ultra violet pen, this marking 
is only visible under an ultra violet (black) light.

Do you have items you’d like to engrave?  
Neighbourhood Watch has two engravers 
which can be borrowed – contact Clare 
Hamilton-Bate on clarehb@telstra.com.

Please let me know by email 
clarehb@telstra.com or on 9904 6646 if 
you would like to join the NW committee 
and help support the activities of 
Neighbourhood Watch in our area.

Many thanks go to former APA President, 
Keith Anderson, for donating a complete 
set of Gazettes to the APA Archives 
(currently held in the main Willoughby 
library). It is important that we preserve our 
local history, and the Gazette is a big part of 
this in 2064. We would still like to compile 
an additional set for the Artarmon Library 
itself, so if any readers have back issues 
– particularly from the years 1999-2001- 
please contact the Editor to donate them.
Residents may have wondered about the 
markings on Francis Rd. This is part of the 
Council’s Bike Plan. ‘Route 17’ scheduled for 
this financial year connects Artarmon Station 
to Lane Cove. The route will go along Francis 
and Kitchener Rds to the highway. 
Congratulations on behalf of the Gazette 
and the community to Nick and Bianca 
Logan (pictured), recently married. 

GAZETTE
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real estate news
By Adrian Solti, Principal, Home Traders Real Estate

9411 7299
110 Hampden Rd, Artarmon 

What is to come in the property market?
It is not uncommon to be asked “So, how’s the market going?” 
from buyers and property owners to get a feel for what may be 
happening at the moment. This question seems to be at the 
forefront of the mind of everyone with an interest in property. With 
so many con� icting reports about the “bottom” of the market, our 
current position in the cycle and what is perceived to be the future 
trend, it is no wonder that there is great debate on the issue.

There are several factors a� ecting property prices and sales all 
over Sydney. So to touch on the broader issues and try to relate 
this to our local market, we need to see what is being reported 
compared to what is actually happening.

What is happening? Rather than rely on media predictions, 
it makes more sense to look at what has happened that may 
impact us in the future. The Reserve Bank has recently lowered 
the o�  cial cash rate by a further 25 basis points to the lowest 
levels since the 1960s. None of the major lenders have passed 
on the full rate cuts to their mortgage customers. First home 
buyers make up 29% of loans, up from 17% in the last six months. 
The total amount lent for housing loans has risen by 11% in 
the same period. Lending for home purchases to investors has 
reduced from 40% to 30%. Loans to existing home owners have 
only risen by 1% from August to February. Competitors of the 
major banks are decreasing (either being bought out or with 
di�  culty sourcing funding for their loans) and borrowing criteria 
tightening up. The First Home Owners Grant was doubled until 
the end of June this year. The unemployment � gures show an 
increasing trend with job security a concern for many families. 
(Figures from The Age, April 2009 and Datamonitor)

These conditions have not been seen together at their current 
levels, making for some interesting and brave commentary on 
the immediate future. Everyone agrees that we will exit from the 
current economic climate, but it is very di�  cult to know what 
the depth and duration of this period will be.

There is mixed sentiment about the interest rate cuts. The 
economy was given a nudge with the lowering of the o�  cial 
cash rate, but the full e� ect is not reaching families with the 
banks not passing on the entire interest rate cuts to consumers. 
This received strong criticism from the media, government and 
consumer groups. The Australian Bankers Association justi� ed 
this by releasing a statement pointing out that a healthy and 
pro� table banking sector is in the public interest. They claim that 
this would avoid economic problems experienced in the US and 
Europe, resulting in costly government bailouts.

How this relates to our local market:
What we have seen is an increase in property sales under $600,000 
with a surge of interest from both � rst home buyers and investors. 
This has resulted in very strong sales results being achieved in this 
price range and ‘time on market’ of these properties reduced.

There has been a � ow on e� ect for properties in the next price 
tier, with owners who have recently sold their entry level homes 
wanting to upgrade into the $700,000 to $1 million price range. 
These are most likely the “1 percenters” that have enough equity 
in their existing property to take advantage of the softening of 
property prices and upgrade to a bigger home that may have 
previously been out of reach.

There is still some activity above the $1 million mark, but not at 
levels experienced over the past few years. Property owners will 
still need to sell for legitimate reasons and not all sales can be con-
sidered as “distressed sales” as would be indicated by the media.

The feedback that I have been hearing from buyers and vendors is 
the uncertainty in the job market being their biggest consideration, 
not the value of the property. This is a major in� uence with those 
looking to take advantage of the lowest interest rates we’ve seen 
for years. Buyers who are con� dent with their employment status 
are in a fantastic position to take their next step in the property 
arena. This also rings true for property investors: with lower interest 
rates, a better return on their investment can also be achieved.

From a typical property cycle perspective, it would appear that 
we are at or near the “bottom of the market” as far as property 
is concerned. But as we are not in “typical” conditions, to make 
this as an absolute statement would be a very brave call indeed. 
The truth is that no one can unconditionally point out when this 
will happen until after the event, which will surely bring out the 
Sunday experts.

“Buyers who are confident with 

their employment status are in 

a fantastic position to take their 

next step in the property arena.”

Disclaimer: The information and figures on this page have been compiled from information provided to us by our principals and third parties. We have not independently checked any of that information which we merely pass on. We 
make no comment on and give no warranty to the accuracy of the information contained herein which does not constitute all of or any part of any offer or contract. Prospective Purchasers/Lessees must rely on their own enquiries. 


