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What’s happening in Willoughby in 2009?
This article is a summary of the issues currently facing Council, and the planned responses,
as outlined in both an address by Nick Tobin,
General Manager of Willoughby City Council
(WCC), to the Federation of Willoughby
Progress Associations on 6 December 2008;
and in an address by Greg Woodhams,
Director of Environmental Services, WCC,
at a meeting of the Castlecrag Progress
Association on 28 October 2008. The Gazette
would like to thank Bob McKillop, Editor
of ‘The Crag’ (Newsletter of the Castlecrag
Progress Association), for much of the material contained in this article.
Residential Strategy: Under pressure from
the NSW government, WCC is required to
provide 6800 new dwellings for future residents. 1400 of these will be provided in high
density developments in the CBD, while the
remainder will need to be provided in other
areas of the city.
Chatswood CBD: As a result of a number of
developments taking place in the CBD, the
commercial area will increase from 190,000 to
250,000 m² and the retail workforce, currently 8000, is growing as a consequence. This
will generate attendant traffic and transport
congestion and parking issues.
Victoria Avenue Mall: Plans for an
estimated $3-5 million upgrade of the
Mall are expected to go on display early
in 2009. An application for funding is to
be made under the Federal Government’s
Infrastructure grants to local government.
Chatswood Transport Interchange: The
construction project for the new transport interchange has been very frustrating for Council. The developer, Transport
Infrastructure Development Corporation
(TIDC), frequently ignored Council staff advice,
leading to unsatisfactory outcomes with
regard to access and connecting transport.
Council recently won a case for settlement
from TIDC for an undisclosed sum in
relation to compensation for Council land
resumed for the Interchange.
CRI Chatswood, the Interchange builder, is
in the hands of an Administrator. Shops are
expected to open in May. There has been a
suggestion that other builders may be interested in taking over the tower construction.
Despite other options for an evacuation

route from the towers, TIDC compulsorily
acquired a 5-metre wide easement over the
Memorial Gardens.

improving business processes. The Committee
comprises a Councillor from each ward, and
interested members of the public.

Changes to NSW Planning Legislation:
The new NSW planning legislation comes
into operation in late February 2009. A core
element of the reforms is the idea of defining
‘Complying Development’ through a series
of codes for different types of development
in an effort to streamline the planning and
approval process. WCC will have to make
significant changes to handle process under
this scheme. One outcome of the legislation
is that residents will not receive any advice on
complying development until 48 hours before
construction starts.

Council Works Depot: The 99-year lease
of the old Reserve Road Depot in Artarmon
yielded $52 million. Council’s new Gibbs
Street Depot is expected to open March
2009 at a cost of $23-24 million and
should return around $1 million per year
from leased commercial premises.

The first code, for single storey houses, will
have limited application in the Willoughby local
government area. Two-storey houses will be
much more complex. Views are not addressed
in the codes, but overshadowing is likely to be
a big issue with two-storey houses. After pressure from local councils, FSR (floor:space ratio)
controls have been reinstated to the codes.
The Artarmon Conservation Area, and other
existing WCC conservation zones, is currently
exempt from these measures, but many of
the factors that contribute to the character
of the street may not be protected. For noncomplying development in Conservation
Areas, existing procedures remain with DAs to
be assessed against existing planning controls.
Council Governance and Finance: In
combination with the changes to NSW
planning laws, Council will take the opportunity to move towards a more integrated
planning approach. In line with State government requirements, Council expects to
introduce a new management plan and
budget during 2009. This will be integrated
with the WLEP and 10-year Strategic Plan
and will incorporate performance indicators.
A Federal grant of $3.8 million was
obtained for remedial works to the CBD
storm water system, and Council is hopeful
of obtaining a minimum $2 million grant
under the Federal Government’s recently
announced infrastructure scheme.
Process Improvement Committee: This
new Council committee has replaced the
Communications Committee. Its aim is to
foster good governance by identifying and

The old depot is being developed into an
integrated bulky goods home and lifestyle
centre, to be called North Shore HomeHQ.
The heritage features of the building are
required to be retained in the development,
which will have over 22,000 sq metres of
retail space, and over 500 parking spaces.
Dementia Day Care Centre: WCC has provided a property for the establishment of a
centre in Sydney Street which is expected to
provide respite for 40 - 50 families per week.
Artarmon Industrial Area (AIA) Bus:
Scheduled to commence in mid 2009, this
will be a significant positive step in providing accessible and timely public transport
to the AIA. The bus will operate on a fixed
route throughout the AIA during the day,
to and from St Leonards station. Artarmon
station is not currently planned as part of
the route. Readers in the AIA will soon see
bus stops being constructed. A comprehensive article on the new bus service will
appear in the May edition of the Gazette.
Join the

Download your
membership application form at
www.artarmonprogress.org.au
Membership for 2009 is $10.00
for an individual, or $20.00
for two or more members of a
household, within postcode 2064.
For more info, visit
www.artarmonprogress.org.au

How will NSW Planning Legislation changes affect Artarmon? Come to the Public
Information Meeting at Artarmon Bowling Club, 8pm, 24 February. More on page 2.
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Editorial
Dear Readers,
Welcome to 2009 and to a new year for the Gazette.
You only have to talk to people who have moved from Artarmon to other Council areas to
realise how well we are serviced by Willoughby City Council (WCC). Take our recycling and green
waste services, for example. Even in Lane Cove Council, right next door to us, recycling comes
in the form of 2 bins, which take different materials, and are collected on alternate weeks. And
green waste is collected monthly, albeit you don’t need to use a bin – but if you do, you must
first buy the bin.
Council really do make it easy for use to recycle- but did you know that they have adopted a
policy of aiming for zero waste by 2010? Zero Waste is about eliminating waste at its source
(for example, by reducing packaging) as well as reusing it in a positive manner (for example,
by recycling). It is a holistic approach to waste management, a philosophy that Council will use
when making choices for the future.
So while our waste management services are great, we should all be thinking about cutting
down the amount of waste we produce. In this edition of the Gazette, you will find the second
of our articles on recycling and re-use – it contains some handy hints and tips to help you make
your ‘waste decisions’ more friendly to the planet.
If there are other topics on this subject (or others) you would like us to cover, we would welcome
your suggestions and feedback.
Anne Weinert
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au

Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,
There has been a lot of response from customers following the article and advertisement in your
recent addition of Gazette (November 2008). It is great to hear people are keen and eager to
recycle their domestic metal.
There were just a couple more points we wanted to make, if anyone is thinking of recycling their
metal or dropping in to North Shore Metal Recyclers.
At North Shore Metal Recyclers, we welcome anyone with any amount of metal. If you have
large commercial quantities we can organise a pick-up, however small domestic amounts need
to be brought to the premises. We have helpful staff that can help you unload and talk you
through the process. You don’t have to make an appointment – just come to North Shore Metal
Recyclers at Gate 1, 51 Dickson Avenue between 7.30am – 4.30pm on weekdays or between
8am and 11am on Saturdays.
Also for safety reasons, we ask all customers to wear closed shoes if they are getting out of their vehicle.
We hope to see you soon or call us on 9436 3000 if you have any questions.
Brigid Robertson, North Shore Metal Recyclers Pty Ltd
51 Dickson Avenue, Artarmon

Public Information Meeting
Tuesday 24 February 2009

“Changes to the NSW Planning Legislation –
What does this mean for Artarmon?”
Artarmon Bowling Club
Burra Road, Artarmon
at 8pm
Speaker: Mr Greg Woodhams,
Director Environmental Services, Willoughby City Council
Please join us to hear about the key changes to the planning legislation
and the specific implications for our community

For further information please contact Michelle Sloane on 0412 267 828.
Drinks will be available from the Bar

President’s Report
Happy New Year to all and happy Chinese
Year of the Ox!
As I read the Chinese horoscope for Year
of the Ox I came across the following:
“The Ox is the sign of prosperity through
fortitude and hard work. The Year of the Ox
is one in which success will escape without
a sustained, mindful effort…. The Ox year
needs discipline.... it is not the time for unruly
behaviour or taking short cuts. In this year
success is achieved solely through hard work”.

These words seem somewhat prophetic for
the current times and the challenges that face
everyone around the world.
2009 will be another year of “sustained,
mindful effort” for the APA. Please join us on
TUESDAY 24 FEBRUARY at the Artarmon
Bowling Club for our first public information
meeting for 2009. Greg Woodhams,
Environmental Services Director, Willoughby

by Michelle Sloane

City Council will address the ‘Changes to
the NSW Planning Legislation’ with a specific
focus on Artarmon. Currently, Conservation
Areas such as the east-side of Artarmon are
exempt from these measures, but many of
the factors that contribute to the character of
our streets may not be protected. This is an
important meeting to attend to understand
the implications for our suburb and the
possible impact for us all.
April will see another great event in our
heritage calendar. Please join us on SUNDAY
5 APRIL at the Library for “Leadlights by
Starlight”. The National Trust heritage theme
in 2009 is “Our Place in Space – Under the
Southern Cross” and we are very excited
about our event. Our very creative Heritage
Committee has organised a truly imaginative
event for all of us to enjoy. Come along and
join in a guided walk through the streets of
Artarmon to see some superb examples of
our suburb’s leadlights. For the kids, ARTY
will be hosting some fun activities including
star gazing with our special astronomy guide
Christie Nelan from Sydney Observatory.
Please see our advertisement on page 9 of this
edition of the Gazette for all the details. All
the fun starts at 6pm with refreshments at the
library, and includes a photographic exhibition
of fifty of Artarmon’s glorious Art Deco and
Art Nouveau leadlights.
As I mentioned in my article about the APA

in the November
Gazette, we have
decided to turn the
Artarmon Fair into
a biennial event.
The Fair will now be
held every two years
Michelle Sloane
with the next Fair
being in 2010. This gives us an opportunity to
refresh the Fair and revive the organisers!! So
look for news of Fair 2010 in coming editions
of the Gazette.
Lastly, thanks to everyone who attended our
Christmas Party and AGM. You can see all the
fun on our website www.artarmonprogress.
org.au . We had a large number of local
residents attend and a great committee was
elected on the night. Our sincere thanks go
to long serving committee members David
Bruce-Steer and Brian Hall who did not
stand for re-election. Their commitment and
dedication to serving our community is greatly
appreciated. Also a big thankyou to Sheela
Maji who retired as Secretary. Sheela has
worked very hard for our committee over the
past 18 months and we will miss her! And
finally, many thanks to Catherine Fox and Jane
Caro for their entertaining reflections on life,
communities, motherhood and friendship!
To all our members and friends we wish you
health, happiness and success in all your
endeavours throughout 2009.

ARTY Youth Group

star search 2009
FOR 2009 YOU CAN STILL SING AND DANCE AND USE INSTRUMENTS
BUT NEW IN 2009 YOU CAN DO IT SOLO, PAIRED OR IN A GROUP MAX 4 (BAND)
AGE 5 NOW TO 25YRS CAN NOW ENTER
ALSO: BANDS - ALL TYPES OF STYLES
PARENTS (OPEN AGE) AND KIDS (5 TO 25 YRS) ACTS TOO
AUDITIONS: SUNDAY 1ST MARCH and SUNDAY 15TH MARCH
ARTARMON PUBLIC SCHOOL HALL - 1pm till 4pm
Fee to enter Artarmon Star Search 2009 - $10 for every person performing
CATEGORIES:
5 to 10yrs
11 to 15yrs
 singing solo
 singing group
 instrumental
solo
 instrumental
group (band) max 4 people

 singing solo
 singing group
 instrumental
solo
 instrumental
group (band) max 4 people

16 to 20yrs
 singing solo
 singing group
 instrumental
solo
 instrumental
group (band) max 4 people

NEW CATEGORY!
21 to 25yrs Parent & child
 singing solo  singing
 singing group  instrumental
 instrumental  dance
solo
 instrumental
group (band) max 4 people

If you would like to know more, or for any
changes go to www.arty.org.au
WE ARE ALWAYS LOOKING FOR
NEW MEMBERS AGED 18 UP –
GO TO WWW.ARTY.ORG.AU

A RTARMON Y OUTH C OMMITTEE
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artarmon framing

Public School News

by Jane Cozens

Welcome to Artarmon Public School in 2009 …
The Artarmon Public School (APS) community welcomes Mrs Judith Learmonth as our new Deputy
Principal. Judy comes to us with 38 years of experience within the Department of Education, beginning in country schools around Orange and with her latest position being at Berowra Public School.

The team at
Artarmon Framing
wishes you a
Happy New Year!
Lynn & Bob Greaves
94a Reserve Road, Artarmon
Ph: 9439 9992 • Fax: 9436 0264
Open: 9 - 5 M to F • 10 - 2 Sat.

The deputy principal provides support for the principal and has an active role within the school, from
Kindergarten to Year 6, co-ordinating staff and students. Mrs Learmonth is looking forward to meeting
the parents and especially the students and has heard much about the merits of APS from our past principal Michael Simmons, whom she has known for many years through their work in education.
Judy’s first impression of Artarmon PS was about its physical appearance: “such a pretty school”.
She loves the beauty of the old-style buildings,
the well maintained gardens - especially the
majestic jacaranda trees that were in full bloom
when she spent a day in December meeting
the staff and organising the 2009 school year.
Judy is the mother of two grown children and
five grandchildren. She has a keen interest in
gardening, sewing, reading, going to movies and
eating out. She is an active member of her local
Rotary Club thus having an appreciation of the
merits of involvement within one’s local community. We wish her all the best at Artarmon.

Mrs Judy Learmonth, Deputy Principal

And farewell …

Optometrist
Artarmon Vision Specialists
Optometrist • spectacles • sunglasses
Stuart Schipp - Opt. Dispenser
Roland Tan - B.Optom. UNSW
122 Hampden Rd, Artarmon

Farewell to our canteen supervisor Christine
Phillips. Many in the Artarmon community will
know Christine as she has been serving us
(literally) for the past 18 years - that’s around
360,000 meals to the odd 4000 children
who have passed through the school in that
time. Christine is taking up a new position at
Chatswood High School, following many APS
students. We would like to thank her for all
she has done.

Christine Phillips

Multicultural Festival – welcome new families

Mon-Fri: 9am-6pm
Saturday: 9am-12.30pm
Closed Wednesdays

We would also like to welcome all the new families to the school this year and encourage them

9412 3757

multicultural diversity in our school. The Festival will include food stalls, craft stalls, performances

Free Eye exams
(medicare conditions apply)

and games to involve all cultures and all family members. The stalls, performances and games

9884 9006

T
E support@byon.com.au

Local! Quality! Quick!

All Computers

• Sales / Repairs / Upgrade
• Data Backup / Cleanup / Dust Removal

Home/Office Wireless Network

• Share Internet & Printer Wirelessly
• Broadband Internet Setup

On-site Service Only $99* (Save $30)
Pickup/Delivery Also Available

Our Promise: No Fix, No Fee!
1 Month Service Warranty!
* Limited to one item

B1/130 Hampden Rd (Cnr. Francis Rd) Artarmon

to join in a “Multicultural Festival” on Sunday 1st March from 3pm – 6pm to celebrate the

will be on both Thompson Oval and the Infants School grounds.

Artarmon’s Ron McCallum appointed
to UN Committee

Professor Ron McCallum AO, long time Artarmon resident, and foundation Blake Dawson Waldron
Professor in Industrial Law in the Faculty of Law of the University of Sydney, was recently appointed
to the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The Committee currently consists of
12 international experts. The Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities aims to ensure that
persons with disabilities enjoy human
rights on an equal basis with others.
Ron was the eighth out of all candidates
in the first round of voting to achieve a
majority and was automatically elected
to the Committee. Ron’s initial term
will be 2 years. Robert Hill, Australia’s
Ambassador to the UN, assisted Ron during the UN nomination and voting process. “I was so excited when I got elected
in the first round”, said Ron. “I jumped
up in my seat, and was quickly reminded
by Ambassador Hill where I was!”
The Gazette and the Artarmon community congratulate Ron on this prestigious
appointment.
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L to R – Mary Crock; Ron McCallum; Leanne Merrett
(Dept of Families), Graeme Innes AM, Sally Weston
(Dept of Foreign Affairs and Trade) attend a cocktail
party organised by the Australian Ambassador to
the UN, Robert Hill.
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People of influence: Catherine Fox & Jane Caro

with Glenda Hewitt

Two long-term locals, Catherine Fox and Jane
Caro recently co-authored The F Word: How
We Learned to Swear by Feminism, published
in 2008. Both are passionate about creating a
future where people are able to be themselves
and contribute to society without being
impeded by gender bias. Jane is an author,
media personality and has recently been
seen on ABC television as a panel member in
the Gruen Transfer. Catherine is a journalist
with the Australian Financial Review and the
co-author of two books.
Both of you have demanding,
visible jobs where you are judged
by a ‘public’. How much does this
influence you in what you do?
JC: For me, not at all. I long ago realised
that I could control what I do but not how
others might judge the outcomes. I approach
everything in the same spirit and try to be
candid, real and honest regardless of whether
I’m in a private meeting, answering a question
on The Gruen Transfer or participating in a
radio interview.
After 30 years writing ads, I also strongly
believe that if others are paying the courtesy
of listening, the least I can do is be relevant,
engaging and entertaining. How the public
judge me is up to them as I simply do the best
I can do.
CF: As a journalist you are always aware that
your work is entering the public domain which is equally exciting and nerve wracking.
It means you have to check and recheck and
make every attempt to do the best whenever
you write - given the usual constraints of
deadlines and demanding editors of course!
This exposure brings extra responsibility and
most journalists take that pretty seriously. But
you also have to keep in mind the need to
interest and engage a broad range of readers
and that’s why I love what I do.
You said, at the APA Christmas
function, you saw Artarmon as a strong
community. What does that mean?
JC: There is a sense of connection and
neighbourhood in Artarmon, a warmth and
friendliness among neighbours that makes
it a great place to live. There is a sense of
permanence and a chance to get to know
your neighbours and watch their children
grow. Plus a lot of interesting, vibrant and
dynamic people live in Artarmon.
Second, the local public school is very well
supported so there are opportunities to meet
other local parents. The importance of a local
school to community creation is chronically
underestimated in modern Sydney. Artarmon,
fortunately, has maintained that connection.
Third, unlike other suburbs further up the line,
the houses are not big and widely spaced, so
you tend to bump into neighbours regularly
and stay linked to them in an informal and
spontaneous fashion.
CF: To me a community means being

linked in some
way - through
occupation,
religion, race or
where you live.
I think we are
lucky to have
a very eclectic
bunch living in
this suburb. We’ve
also got proximity
to the city and
the benefits of
diversity. The
combination of the
light industrial area,
a media outlet and
high density gives
Artarmon both a
fixed and floating
population which
also adds a lot of
colour and interest.
For all that, we
have terrific local
Jane Caro and Catherine Fox, both long-term Artarmon residents
amenities and
many people around here tend to use public
then I can live with it.
transport which means you actually talk to
Has this area given anything to you?
your neighbours rather than wave at them
from the car.
JC: I’ve brought up my children here and sent
them to the local school. I’ve made life long
What do you see as the
friends here including my fabulous, feisty and
significance of community?
fun (and funny) co-author. I’ve always felt that
JC: Communities provide a sense of safety,
my children and I were safe here. Artarmon
permanence, belonging and an atmosphere of
has contributed to 20 years of my life and is
friendly acceptance. When my kids were little
the longest I have ever lived in one place.
I knew there were other parents who I could
CF: Yes, like Jane, plenty of terrific friends
call on in an emergency or who would keep
and some very happy years. My three girls
an eye out for my kids as well as their own. It
all went to Artarmon school and loved it so
is also a place to meet people with whom you
that counts as well. We are also privileged
have nothing in common except location – so
to live in a lovely older house surrounded by
there are a wide variety of ages, backgrounds,
mature trees, and yet feel so much a part of
working lives and attitudes. I particularly enjoy
a big city.
this richness and difference.
CF: Being part of a community provides
security and support. I have many friends to
whom I have, in the past, turned to for help. I
think that is a wonderful feeling.
What do you like about Artarmon?

Physiotherapy

JC: It’s two sets of traffic lights from the
centre of Sydney yet I live in a quiet, spacious,
green and leafy suburb. What’s not to like?
Artarmon is on the train line and 10 minutes
walk from Chatswood. It’s a pretty, yet
undiscovered suburb and has a great sense of
community.

For seventeen years,
Physiotherapist Ann
Liebert has run her
practice in Artarmon,
specialising in:

The only thing I think we lack is public space;
apart from the oval and the bike track there’s
not much else. Oh, and I have missed La
Stazione ever since it went.
CF: Jane forgot to mention the harbour. For
me, Artarmon is also north shore without
being North Shore. We have a thriving strip of
shops with most amenities so I hope it stays
that way because it saves us from having to
brave Chatswood. I think the only downside in
Artarmon is the traffic, but if that’s the price
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• Back pain
• Musculo-skeletal pain
• Sports injuries
• Occupational-related pain
• Neck headaches

Ann Liebert
&
Jackie Walker
Physiotherapists

Suite 6
110 Hampden Road
Artarmon
ph :

fax :

9419 3404
9419 2880
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Artarmon @ Council
Cleanups: Council Cleanups occur
regularly throughout the year. Dates
for particular streets can be found on
the Willoughby City Council website
at http://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/
CleanUpSearch.aspx?PageID=510

from 1 December 2008:
• Bookings will be taken directly by
Willoughby City Council on the new
number 9777 1000.
• The days and hours of operation are
10am - 3.30pm, Monday to Friday and
9am - 4pm on Saturdays.
• The CouncilCab rate will increase to $5
per passenger per trip.

Graffiti: In a bid to eradicate graffiti,
Willoughby Council has launched a graffiti
removal hotline enabling local residents and
businesses to have graffiti removed from their
property free of charge. To report graffiti
phone the graffiti hotline on 1300 311 322 or
email willoughby@graffiticlean.com.au. Graffiti
can be registered with the police by phoning
13 14 44. Progress of graffiti removal can be
tracked on-line at www.graffiticlean.com.au

Cleland Park Playground on the corner of
Hampden and Barton Road has been upgraded to include additional play equipment with
new level grass terraces, a free-to-use electric
barbecue, realignment and replacement of
pathways, new park benches and picnic settings, better park lighting, new planted areas,
and upgrading of the main park entrance.
Sandstone flagging from the original uneven
pathways will be reused to create smooth
flagging inlays in the new concrete paths, and

CouncilCab is a pre-booked, shared taxi
service providing simple and affordable
transport throughout the City of Willoughby.
A number of changes have been implemented

surrounds of the barbeque and seating areas.
Library redevelopment: Master planning
has been completed for the Artarmon Library
and architects have submitted expressions of
interest for its design.
Brothel: At the 10 November Council
meeting, approval was granted to the
development request for alterations and
additions to 90 Hotham Parade to enable
operation as a brothel.
Street Tree removal policy: Council’s
newish policy of public notification where it
intends to remove a tree located in a public
area appears to be working well – many
of you would have seen the notice affixed
recently to the large pepper tree in Wilkes
Avenue that was removed for safety reasons
(the tree was rotting). The tree will be
replaced with something more appropriate.

WHICH HUE

Harmonic Dance

Colour Consulting and
Interior Decorating
in Artarmon

weaving the etheric

For information on classes, workshops
and performances please contact
Deborah Whitford.

think
outside

the
square

Phone: 9411 4232 or 4784 3658
Email: deborah@harmonicstudies.org

THE ARTARMON CENTRE FOR
HARMONIC STUDIES

contact Margot McKay
t 9413 1058 m 0402 855 299
www.whichhue.com.au

139 Artarmon Road, Artarmon

SALSA LATIN TANGO BALLROOM SWING
Firefly Dance Club offers
• PRIVATE LESSONS
S
• FUN GROUP CLASSE

“More than a class...

a chance to dance!”

• DANCE NIGHTS

Our aim is to help you feel successful
in your dancing, with specialised programs
and a welcoming environment.

Mention this ad and
receive a free pass
to a beginner's dance
sampler class!

www.fireflydanceclub.com.au
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New rail timetable
The draft timetable incorporating the proposed
changes once the Epping-Chatswood rail link
comes into operation was released for comment by Railcorp in late 2008. There will be
major changes to the routing of trains to and
from North Shore Line and the Northern Line
and as they interlink with Western Line services.
Overall, weekday services to and from
Artarmon will increase. For travel between the
City and Chatswood, Artarmon has benefited,
along with Chatswood / St Leonards, from
two extra trains per hour (+4 from Macquarie
Park, -2 from Lindfield/Gordon). Artarmon passengers will now be able to access Macquarie
Park line stations (for eg. the University and
shopping centre) as well as Epping and stations
north to Hornsby via the Northern line.
Weekend services remain at similar levels,
with 6 trains per hour for the majority of the
day. There are some proposed changes late at

by Keith Anderson

night, where gaps of 30 minutes, rather than
the current 15 minutes, are timetabled.
After detailed analysis of the timetable, the
APA identified 2 large gaps in the morning
peak – between 7:11am and 7:23am, and
again between 8:11am and 8:23am, when
trains would bypass Artarmon station.
After submissions to Railcorp, the APA is
extremely pleased that an additional stop at
Artarmon has been agreed to at 8:16am. This
will close the 12 minute gap in what is probably the peak time for weekday rail journeys
beginning at Artarmon. The gap between
7:11am and 7:23am will remain as per the
proposed timetable.
The rail line is not expected to be operational
until the second half of 2009, while CityRail/
Railcorp iron out (yet more) issues. Details
of new arrangements can be viewed at
www.cityrail.info.

Quiz No 12:

Get the Full Story
Who is working for you?
Your Insurer?
Your Agent?
Your Broker?
An Insurance Broker is the only
independent party who can truly say
that they work for you – the client.
Doesn’t everyone need someone on
their side? At MGA Insurance Brokers,
we’ve got all your business needs covered.

Call TODAY for a quote.

1300 789 642

Street Names
1. What do Elizabeth, Drake, Raleigh and Hawkins Streets have in common?
2. What do Kitchener and Buller Streets have in common?
3. What do Cleland, Dickson and French Streets have in common?
4. What do Broughton, Muttama, Tindale and Stafford Roads have in common?
Answers on page 15.
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MGA Insurance Brokers Pty Ltd
Level 1, Suite 19, 401 Pacific Highway
Artarmon NSW 2064
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Artarmon’s conservation area: general tips for renovating and extending
Federation and Inter War (California) Bungalow homes by Marianne Nestor
Artarmon is outstanding for its early 20thC
intact streetscapes. Our Federation and
Californian Bungalow houses and the original
subdivision pattern are distinctive and attractive
and relatively unchanged since first laid down.

most important considerations are:

The National Trust recognised the suburb’s
special features by listing Artarmon on their
Conservation Register in 1989 and Willoughby
City Council (WCC) followed in 1995.

•

Does Conservation Classification improve
property values? Absolutely. Artarmon
house prices have been on the rise for
many years. And sympathetic restoration
and retention of original features is an
important asset in property marketing.
How will living in a Conservation
Area affect my extension/alteration
plans? Maintaining the heritage qualities of
Artarmon’s homes does not limit innovative
21st C design solutions or contemporary style.
Generally, alterations/extensions should respect
Artarmon’s heritage by ensuring that new work
maintains the significance of the area, including
streetscapes and landscapes and the distinctive
character that these impart to the suburb.
What are the most important features of
the ‘look’ of the streetscape to retain?
WCC controls development applications to
ensure that, in undertaking alterations or
extensions, new construction or subdivision,
heritage significance is retained. Some of the

•

•

•

•
•

Scale – the size, shape and proportion of
the new development should harmonise
with the streetscape. Alterations and additions should not be visible from the street.
Second storeys – retain the single storey
character of the area, as viewed from the
streetscape. Two-storey development is
generally inappropriate as it ignores the
established pattern of scale and dominates
surrounding buildings. Building within the
roof or basement is usually acceptable.
Garages/carports - minimise the visual
impact of garages, carports and driveways
on heritage streetscapes. A single garage
at the side (behind the building line) or
rear is usually acceptable.
Fences - provide fencing that reinstates
the original form of fencing. New development should be consistent with the
established patterns of the street.
Windows and doors – retain original
elements including leadlights and timber
casement or sash windows.
Exterior finishes - retain the characteristic
palette of materials of the area, particularly
the face bricks, bases, painted trims and roof
tiles. Rendering and painting is not permitted
on existing unpainted surfaces. Roof materials and wall surfaces are particularly critical
eg Federation homes are generally redbrown brick with unglazed terracotta tiles.

Bungalows are generally brown to liver brick
with red or brown terracotta tiled roofs.
Where can I get more information?
• Willoughby Development Control Plan
(WDCP) - should be read by anyone planning
new work. It provides detailed guidelines and
environmental standards for new development
which need to be considered in preparing a
Development Application. It is available free
online at http://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/
WDCP.html or at Council’s libraries. Part H
makes particular reference to Artarmon.
• Council’s Heritage Architect - provides
free pre-planning advice and is available on
(02) 9777 7678.
• Willoughby library – the local history librarian
can help you research your property. The library
also holds a large collection of general material
for reference. Contact the local history librarian
on 9777 7900 or search the library’s catalogue
on http://www.shorelink.nsw.gov.au/.
• Heritage Consultants and Architects – a list
is available from the Department of Planning,
Heritage Branch at www.heritage.nsw.gov.au
or on (02) 9873 8500.
To summarise: Artarmon is special because
of its sense of community and the original,
largely intact early 20thC streetscapes. These
special qualities are probably the reasons you
chose to live and invest here. Renovating within
Council’s guidelines will protect your investment and protect the suburb.
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This is not a load of rubbish!
Part 2 of 2 on Recycling Tips by Stuart Sexton
In the November Gazette, I wrote about what
you can and can’t put in the recycling bin that
is collected weekly. In this article, I look at what
you can and can’t recycle in the quarterly cleanups, and other recycling tips.

Consumables such as printer cartridges are NOT
accepted; cartridges can be taken to Australia
Post outlets for recycling by Planet Ark.
Council also participates in the Chemical
Cleanout program organised by the
Department of Environment and Climate
Change – see www.cleanout.com.au for
the date and location within the Willoughby
council area.

In addition to the weekly waste management
services, Council provides quarterly cleanups,
to deal with large items that can’t go in any
of the weekly bins.
Each year, residents receive a leaflet detailing
what will and will not be collected, and the
collection dates. The Autumn & Spring General
Cleanups take items such as soft furnishings,
old carpet, mattresses, small appliances, and
furniture which is less than 50% metal.

A new service which has been introduced
recently is the On-Call Cleanup service. This
can be booked 2 days in advance. Residents
pre-pay a small fee to have household goods
collected from the kerbside. This service was
introduced to supplement the four scheduled
cleanup services on offer each year.

The winter Metal & Whitegoods Cleanup
covers items such as refrigerators, washing
machines, dryers, freezers and mechanical/
electrical equipment such as airconditioners,
fans, hot water systems, metal guttering and
aluminium frames (in one metre lengths), old
pots and pans, and small car parts.
Car tyres, oil-filled heaters, gas cylinders and
sealed drums will NOT be collected. These
need specialised recycling techniques, and you
should search the internet for recyclers.
In addition, Council provides two e-waste
(computer) recycling events per year for
computers and electronic equipment.

Compact fluorescent lights (CFL’s) are rapidly
replacing incandescent bulbs as we seek to
reduce our household and commercial lighting
energy usage. However they contain a small
amount of mercury (about 5 milligrams) sealed
within the glass tubing. CFL’s should not be
discarded into landfill as the mercury can leak
into the environment.
The correct way to dispose of CFL’s is by
recycling them – Council accepts light globes
and CFL’s, as well as batteries, mobile phones
and bottle corks at the Council Chambers on
Victor Street in Chatswood. There is a permanent
“Recycling Corner” display where residents can

drop off these items on Level 4, near the lifts.
Broken CFL’s need to be wrapped in
newspaper, bagged and put into garbage.
The A – Z of Recycling in the Council website has many useful tips and pointers for
other ways to recycle generally. Here are some
ways you can recycle more household items:
• Car batteries can be taken to the Council’s
Artarmon Waste & Recycling Centre at
Lanceley Place.
• Clothing and toys can often be repaired
and reused. Contact one of the charity
organisations if you have things that might
be of use. St Vincent de Paul collects items
at their Artarmon shop in Hampden Road
during opening hours.
• Egg cartons and envelopes with or without
plastic windows can be recycled through
the weekly recycling service.
• Mirrors should be taken to the Artarmon
Waste & Recycling Centre at Lanceley Place.
• Wire coat hangers can be removed as soon
as you get home, and taken back to the
drycleaner on your next trip.
• Old cars and car bodies are accepted for
recycling by WSN Environmental Solutions
www.wasteservice.nsw.gov.au/ or phone
1300 651 116.
For further hints and information, visit the
Council website – www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au.

Craftsmen Office Interiors NSW Pty Ltd
The Enterprise Centre
1/78 Reserve Road
Artarmon NSW 2064
ph: 02 9906 6177
fax: 02 9906 4192
website: www.craftsmeninteriors.com.au
accounts/admin: admin@craftsmeninteriors.com.au

history

Craftsmen Office Interiors NSW Pty Ltd moved into the Artarmon area (Cleg Street) in 1992. We
made the choice of Artarmon due to the close proximity to the city and north shore, as well as the
Artarmon area’s great village, public transport, parks, plenty of trees and great plans for the suburb’s
future. We purchased a property in Reserve Road (The Enterprise Centre) in 2000, in one of
the new industrial/commercial estates that have been established in Artarmon and have brought a
wide range of businesses to the area. The Progress Association, local members and businesses are
contributing greatly to Artarmon and we are proud to be part of this.

company

Craftsmen Office Interiors NSW Pty Ltd was established in 1990, originally from Melbourne. We
specialise in Commercial Office Interiors, construction and project management; we have a large
experienced team of 25 people and a wide base of customers. We service and maintain numerous
businesses in Artarmon, and also utilise the services of businesses in Artarmon.

		

If you require quotations or ideas on your existing office fit-outs please contact one of the persons below.

contact details

Craig Learmonth

Karl Moffitt

Paul Rowe

		

0418 673 401

0412 977 426

0418 976 779

		

craig@craftsmeninteriors.com.au

karlm@craftsmeninteriors.com.au

paul@craftsmeninteriors.com.au
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I’ve been ‘Busted’
I recently took up Willoughby City Council’s
(WCC) offer of a free home assessment to
show residents how to reduce their household’s carbon footprint. Over the course of
an hour, the expert “Gas Buster” walked
through my house, looking at my appliances,
lighting, and gas, electricity and water bills. He
then calculated both the household’s carbon
footprint (energy, waste and transport), and
the current NABERS* energy and water star
rating. Because I live in a large house with few
people, both my ratings were low, despite
having cut my usage in all of these areas by
more than 30% over the last 3 or so years.
As part of the assessment, I have received a
report detailing the household’s carbon footprint and an action plan highlighting areas
of potential savings. For example, if I switch
to cold water for washing clothes, I can save
more than $60 in electricity bills and 225kg of
greenhouse gases each year.
The Gas Busters program has the goal of
slashing greenhouse gas emissions by helping
educate residents about emissions around the
home and actions they can take to reduce
them, and will contribute to Council achieving
its community target of a 30% greenhouse
gas reduction from 1999 levels by 2015. It
is the first major e.restore 3 initiative to be
launched by Council aimed at Climate Action
in the residential sector.
As part of Council’s school program, free

by Anne Weinert

energy assessments will also be conducted at
school and schools will be assisted in developing an environmental management plan.
To arrange a FREE visit phone 9777 1000.
Residents are advised not to delay as the
number of assessments is strictly limited.
* NABERS, a national initiative of the NSW

Dept of Environment & Climate Change, is a
performance-based rating system for existing
buildings. NABERS rates a building on the basis
of its measured operational impacts on the
environment, and provides a simple indication
of how well you are managing these environmental impacts compared with your peers and
neighbours. See www.nabers.com.au

Artarmon Medical Centre
92-94 HAMPDEN ROAD ARTARMON 2064

A personal, caring family practice for more than 29 years
- providing comprehensive and complete medical care
for you and your family.
Artarmon’s Fully accredited General Practice
•
•
•
•
•
•

women’s health
men’s health
heart checks
immunisation
allergy treatment
paediatrics

Dr Douglas Hor
Dr Wendy Morgan
Dr Dennis Lewis-Enright
Dr Linda Calabresi
Dr Manjula Rajaratnam
Dr Evelyn Ong
Dr Dharmendra Vignendra
Dr Elizabeth Nash

To feel your best, talk to one of the friendly GPs for the right advice.

Phone 9411 5858 • 9419 8448
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...feedback
Eve and I attended the
Woodford Folk Festival
over 6 days between
Christmas and New Year.
We’ve attended roughly
every third Festival since
the early 90s so we
Barry Thompson regard ourselves as regulars. This year our elder
daughter and her family were with us for the first
time. It was delightful to see their reactions of
wonder and appreciation for the great variety of
talent, ethnic food from many nations and cultural
diversity on display. The Festival is particularly keen
to attract families and the range of entertainments
and activities that they offer for younger folk is
stunning. It is all great community-building work –
a pity that it occurs 1000 kms from Sydney at the
back of QLD’s Sunshine Coast!
The Festival offers two streams that go beyond
entertainment. In the Greenhouse Stage, issues of
interest this year were (1) the perceived failure of
the Greenhouse Gas Abatement White Paper to
provide leadership in tackling emissions and the
inadequacy of incentives for the likes of power
generators and users to improve their operations
and (2) the changes wrought by Queensland’s
Council amalgamations just one year ago.
The urgency of climate change issues was reinforced – the globe is tracking the upper limit of
the range of temperature and sea level outcomes
predicted in the early 90’s. I will continue to press
all our governments for action. Sure, current
economic woes need to be addressed – but in
such a way that we do not just end up where we

came from. The world needs new jobs, and many
authorities say that energy sourced renewably will
create more jobs than the ones lost in our fossil
fuel industries. In relation to local government, it
seems to me that size does matter. Larger local
government units are better placed to work with
and/or contest decisions made at State level. If
ever Australia is to shed a level of government
(not in my lifetime!), in my view, it will be by
enlarging and empowering local government to
work directly with the national level. Queensland
has joined Victoria in moving in that direction.
The second stream, Radiance, covered wellness
topics ranging through nutrition, from depleted
minerals in our agriculture lands to unbalanced
diets, to connections between lifestyle and
fitness; to pesticides, preservatives, airborne
pollutants and other agents and their possible
connections to metabolic responses, over the full
range of auto-immune diseases from asthma to
chronic fatigue; and not to mention the impacts
of prescription and non-prescription drugs.
I again came away with the view that the State
health system gives these issues far too little prominence. It has its hands more than full dealing with
disease and the pressing problems of patients
unaware of or unwilling to admit the possibility
of their contribution to their own sickness. My
question is whether Council should be addressing
these issues as part of its sustainability and community services programs. I feel I need to increase
my efforts to put this view to my colleagues.
Despite the foregoing, I did manage also to
enjoy the performances of a great number of
the artists present. I was also delighted by my
family’s enthusiasm for the event – seems it will

be hard to keep them away next year!
Major issues for 2009 are becoming apparent, including the Department of Local
Government’s requirements for Councils to
set up integrated planning and internal audit
systems. No doubt, more challenges will appear
for Council and for all of us. More on how we
cope next Gazette.
barry.thompson@willoughby.nsw.gov.au or on
9412 1596 (phone/fax).

KUNG HEI FAT CHOY!
GONG XI FAR TSAI!
A happy and successful
New Year to all Gazette
readers!
Despite the huge challenges looming globally,
I can’t help but feel that
our hopes for the future have been given a
real boost by the remarkable turn of events
in America. Barack Obama is certainly a great
communicator, his life experience is broad and
he seems to not only want to bring people
together, but to have the capacity to do just
that. Apparently he was born in the Year of the
Ox so let’s hope that’s a good omen!
Kate Lamb

Council once again partnered with the Chinese
Cultural Centre to welcome in the New Year on
Saturday 31st January in Chatswood Mall.
2009 will be a busy year for Council. Despite
having had no ‘road testing’, the new Housing
Code is due for introduction at the end of

Nick Logan - Making Life Easy
2009 has brought an exciting
new range of products to Nick
Logan Pharmacist Advice called
Making Life Easy.
Making Life Easy is a comprehensive range of specialised products
designed to provide assistance with everyday living. They can
assist people with conditions such as arthritis, movement disorders
and injuries. Making Life Easy products can help to prevent falls
as well as providing solutions to help cope with lifestyle changes,
such as recovering from stroke or heart attack. These products
can also provide support for less mobile individuals.
These high quality and affordable healthcare products range from
pill cutters, inflatable ring cushions and walking sticks to ergonomically designed cutlery and pregnancy comfort pillows.
To find out more information about Making Life Easy or to receive
one of our free catalogues, come in and see one of our dedicated staff
at Nick Logan Pharmacist Advice. You’ll love our service and we’re
open 7 days. Taking advantage of our next business day ordering
service will also help to make life easier for you and your family.
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96 Hampden Road, Artarmon
Phone 9419 6880 Fax 9419 6868
Email nloganpa@bigpond.net.au
www.pharmacistadvice.net.au
(Opposite Artarmon Station)
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...feedback
February (see my Blog, November 5). This
will be followed by the introduction of Frank
Sartor’s planning ‘reform’ (see April 3 Blog!). In
essence, the changes subvert and/or supplant
the planning role of local Councils - requisitioning their resources (staff and funding) in doing
so. Willoughby will be exhibiting a new Local
Environment Plan (LEP) and developing a 10 year
financial and asset management plan. A more
exciting project (from my point of view) will be
creating the business plan for Civic Place, including how the performance spaces will be used –
by commercial and community users.
In Artarmon, we are taking your interest in sustainability seriously with a couple of key projects.
We aim to get our local transport project off the
ground by mid year. At the first Traffic Committee
meeting for the year, we were advised that the
free 25 seater bus shuttle will initially operate over
a fixed loop route throughout the day, servicing
the Industrial Area from St Leonards Station. Bus
Zones/Stops are proposed every 200m in Herbert
and Frederick Streets, Reserve Road, Campbell
and Clarendon Sts, Hotham Parade and then the
Highway, back to St Leonards. When the Gore
Hill Technology Park reaches occupation stage an
extra leg on the route will be added via Campbell
St, through the Spine Road of the Technology
Park and left onto the Pacific Highway again. I am
hoping that Artarmon Station will, in due course,
become part of the route too.
The Artarmon Library Redevelopment is also
set to get underway, with a DA being lodged
before the end of 2009. Last year we advertised
for Expressions of Interest for an architect to
work with a local reference group in developing the Masterplan and over 30 responses were
received. Council’s officers have been assessing
these and will have a recommendation to us
in February. Although we could have wished
for a little more community involvement in this
process, the Councillors’ intention is that this be
maximised from now on and that the principles
of sustainability will underpin every aspect of the
new facility. We are very fortunate in having the
dedicated and skilled members of Artarmon’s
Sustainability Street Group wanting to play a
significant role in this project.
Visit my blog - www.katelamb.blogspot.com

The calendar has ticked
over to a new year, so I
wish all readers a prosperous and safe 2009; it
certainly is shaping up to
be quite interesting.
In December 2008,
Council’s auditor suggested that in the
current financial environment it would be
prudent to have all investments and loans of
the Council reviewed. As a result, a point of
contention has arisen amongst Councillors and
Council officers in relation to the quarterly CPI
indexed loan of $30m over 40 years for the
Civic Place project, in particular.
Stuart Coppock

The advice to Councillors at the time the loan
was authorised was that inflation was expected
to be about 3.17%. The historical rate for the
past 40 years has been 5.7% and Council officers
seem to be asserting that this inflation rate is too

high for the next 40 years. Certainly Councillors
were told that since 1993, Australia’s annual CPI
inflation rate has averaged 2.5% in line with the
Reserve Bank’s operating objective of annual
CPI inflation within a 2% to 3% target band.
Councillors were also advised given the monetary
policy of the Reserve Bank, there is an extremely
low likelihood of annual inflation pushing outside
the 2-3% annual range for any prolonged period.
Clearly this position may now have altered.
Whilst inflation has dropped recently, the structure
of the quarterly CPI index loan picks up inflation
spikes far more readily than if it was based on an
annualised average. In my opinion the prudent
thing is to review the financial instruments
suggested by the Council’s auditor in December
2008, the indexed loan being one of these.
Council has also created a new role of Research
and Corporate Planning Officer, to coordinate
the General Manager’s move towards Integrated
Planning. This will incorporate all of our existing strategies and plans, along with a 10 year
Financial Plan and a detailed Asset Management
Plan. The GM has advised one of the opportunities with the creation of this role is developing
better links between divisions and adopting a
more holistic approach to Council’s operations.
In addition, Council will also be developing a
Community Engagement strategy. This will provide all divisions with a thoroughly developed
scope for community consultation. The GM
said: “A more coordinated approach to consultation will help us to share information across
Council, avoid duplication of consultation and
ensure that we engage with our target groups
in the most appropriate and relevant manner.”
Other projects Council will be working on over
the next 12 months include:
• Development and exhibition of Council’s
Recreation Plan. The first draft is expected in
March, with public consultation during the
second quarter.
• Public exhibition of the new LEP, which will
commence following the Department of
Planning’s approval for exhibition.
• Implementation of the new Housing Code,
which comes into effect on 27 February
2009. This will have a substantial impact

on how our Building and Planning sections operate and will require a great deal
of community education. We will also be
implementing the other planning reforms
such as Planning Arbitrators, Joint Regional
Planning Panels and DA monitoring reports.
• Production of an updated Business Plan for
Civic Place (first draft by mid year). This will
incorporate all operational costs, expected
incomes, asset replacement allowances and
loan repayments. It will also detail how the
performance venues will operate and how
commercial use will be integrated with community use to ensure the venues are viable,
well utilised and the retail sites profitable.
• Childcare options to be examined following ABC Learning fallout. Council will keep
a watching brief on the centres currently
earmarked for sale (Chatswood (2) and
Roseville (1)).
• e.restore3 projects to be reviewed to ensure
that ratepayers are getting the maximum
benefits from the levy.
stuart.coppock@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Quality Vet Care in the Comfort
of Your Home
Serving the Sydney Area

♥
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥

Dogs, Cats, & Pocket Pets
Wellness exams
Vaccinations
General health problems
Training & Behavioural therapy
Gentle Euthanasia
Book your appointment online at

www.fetchavet.com.au
ABN 61 646 178 797

10% Discount for Artarmon Residents

Looking For A Good Dentist on the North Shore?
(A Complete Family and Cosmetic Dentist - With That Gentle Touch...?)

Here’s 8 Good Reasons to Call Us Today:

1. Same day fast relief emergency Treatment. We promise to be gentle and considerate and use the
best of care and techniques to give you a pleasant and pain free experience every time. Happy Gas always
available to help you relax.
2. Extended hours from 8am. Open Saturday + Thursday nights for your convenience - and we won’t keep you
waiting.
3. White fillings and biocompatible, durable ceramic restorations. Non drug headache treatments + Anti-snoring
appliances also available.
4. Complete family Dentistry. Kids always welcomed. Check out our kids corner.
5. Affordable Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry - Easily improve your smile and enjoy strong and permanent,
non removable teeth replacements that gives you immediate comfort and confidence with a natural smile and function.
6. No More Loose and Sore Dentures with One Visit Mini-Implants. Enjoy that apple or steak, today, and
smile with real confidence again.
7. Sleep Sedation Dentistry by a qualified Anaesthetist using Intravenous Sedation or General Anaesthetic.
8. Bad Breath Elimination Therapy - Never be embarrassed again with these simple effective treatments.

Call Us Now On 9419-7484 For An Appointment.
www.ArtarmonFineDental.com
Suite 1, Level 1, 80 Hampden Rd Artarmon
(just above Commonwealth Bank)
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MORE ABOUT OUR STREET TREES
At intervals over the last ten years I’ve written about the trees planted on nature strips
in Artarmon. This is not only because it is
recognized that they are emotionally important to us and add to our sense of well-being.
Increasingly, we have become aware of how
much our own health and the welfare of future
generations is dependent on them. I won’t
need to remind you that we are living just
downhill from one of the busiest centres in
Sydney and in a quadrilateral mostly bounded
by busy Mowbray Road, Pacific Highway, Gore
Hill Freeway and Sydney Street.
Our Council is diligent about tree planting on
nature strips. Repeat plantings produce a sense
of place, giving a precinct an identity. It is a
pleasure to go down Smith Road in early summer when the mature jacarandas are in bloom
or in late winter when their leaves are golden.
Visitors to the area mention Carlos, “that street
with the magnificent Chinese Elms”. I became
so interested in the number of new Jacarandas
being planted I decided to try to count them.
The numbers include both established trees and
new plantings: Tindale Rd down to the station
and around the various intersections there, 40
trees; Smith Rd, 11; Stafford Rd, 27; Stewart

by Mollie Shelley

St, 20; Onyx 12; Weedon, 17, smaller numbers
in Shepherd and Cameron and isolated plantings in other streets. Jacarandas are not fast
growers but they are long lived and should be
a joy to future generations.
Other significant plantings in our area are the
34 Crepe Myrtles in Burra Rd and another 14
in Godfrey, the Blueberry Ash in Shepherd,
Sapium or Chinese Tallow in Godfrey, Brush
Box in Hawkins and those Chinese Elms in
Carlos that I already mentioned. So I was particularly pleased when I discovered more of
them in Thompson Park around the children’s
playground. An exploration around the streets
between the railway and the highway found
that there was a lot to be grateful for in the
way of established trees in the area so there
seems to have been no need for Council to
carry out more than individual plantings. There
have been so many Bottlebrush of various species planted in Artarmon that I didn’t try to
count them. There are also numerous Brush
Box trees remaining from that gift of seed
given to the Council in 1931.
I’d like to repeat a few of the facts about trees
and the benefits humans receive from them.
They are visually dominant in the streetscape,

Cartoon by Wendy Bishop
they change shape as they mature and there
is almost as much bulk underground as in the
canopy. They act as windbreaks, reduce temperature and solar radiation, intercept glare
from cars, are environmental sinks for carbon
monoxide and carbon dioxide, filter dust and
rain (60% of which is held in the leaves or runs
down the branches and trunk) and they act as
visual screens reducing the impact of buildings.
So look after the trees on your nature strip.
PERMACULTURE NORTH meets 3rd Monday evening
each month in Lindfield. Contact 1300 887 145 or
info@permaculturenorth.org.au.

Artarmon Neighbourhood Watch - CW5 - Summer Update
By Clare Hamilton-Bate
A representative from Artarmon NW regularly
attends the ‘North Shore Local Area Command
- Community Safety Precinct Committee’.
Information from the Committee, communicated back through groups such as Neighbourhood
Watch, is an important community awareness
tool for the police. For example:
Did you know …….How crime
stats are used by the police?
Every two weeks, reported crimes are plotted on a map and from this our Local Area
Command (LAC) determines the areas to
receive an extra police presence in the coming
weeks. To ensure this approach to policing is
really effective, the police need our help – it
is really important to report all crimes, including vandalism and graffiti attacks - what they
don’t know they can’t act upon!
Did you know……The North Shore
Local Area Command (LAC) is different
from most other LACs in that the vast
majority of the crime is committed
by people from outside the LAC?
Chatswood is now the third biggest shopping
district in Australia and that obviously attracts
some bad elements. The police advise that in
order for an arrested person from outside the
district to obtain bail, there is a non-return
clause inserted in their bail conditions - if they
are seen again in the area they are re-arrested.
Policing strategies such as these appear to be
working, as crime rates generally are going down.
Detailed crime statistics for Artarmon will be available in the next edition of the Artarmon Gazette.
Crime Prevention for Residential Premises
The old adage of ‘prevention is better than a

cure’ is exactly right when it comes to crime prevention for residential premises. Check through
the following, how does your home rate?
Street Number – The street number must
be prominently displayed at the front of your
home. The street number should be a minimum of 120 mm high and visible at night.
Clear street numbering helps the police and
other emergency services to respond quickly
when incidents are reported.
Fences and Gates – fences not only define
property boundaries, but they also restrict
access to your property. Front fences should
be open style construction, to increase visibility onto the property. Regularly maintain your
fences and gates to ensure they remain an
effective deterrent for unwanted visitors.
Landscaping – Trees and Shrubs should be
trimmed to reduce hiding places and increase visibility to and from the street. Overhanging branches should be trimmed to prevent people using
them to gain access to other parts of the property,
for example, to an upper level of a house.
Security Lighting – Security lighting should
be installed to provide effective illumination
during the hours of darkness, particularly over
entry/exit points. Consider using timers to turn
lights on and off when you’re not at home.
Thank you to all those who have passed on
information to NW in recent months, helping
us to keep the Artarmon Community updated
and informed.
Please let Clare know on 9904 6646 if you
would like to join the NW committee and
help support the activities of Neighbourhood
Watch in our area.
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‘National Neighbour Day’
Sunday 29th March 2009
NW Sausage Sizzle in the Park
Artarmon Reserve Play Park
Join family and friends to celebrate
‘National Neighbour Day’ with a sausage
sizzle in the park on Sunday 29th March
from 4.00pm – 6.00pm.
Neighbourhood Watch will provide and
sizzle the sausages – just bring your other
picnic bits, rugs & drinks as well as your
neighbours, families and friends.
It’s a great opportunity to meet residents
from all over Artarmon in a safe, childfriendly environment.
Neighbour Day is held on the last Sunday
in March – the aim is to encourage
everyone to have better relationships with
the people next door and across the street.
Neighbour Day aims to develop a greater
sense of community caring, especially to
look after the vulnerable and elderly who
live alone.
Unlike other awareness days you don’t
make a donation, buy a badge or a
ribbon or wear a silly hat. All you do is
introduce yourself to the people next
door, across the street, in your community.
By introducing yourself and passing on
your name and telephone numbers you
are helping to break down the barriers
of loneliness and isolation experienced
by so many in modern communities. For
more information on Neighbour Day go to
www.neighbourday.org.
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Quiz No 10 Answers
Questions on page 8

2. Both were involved in the Boer War of 1899-1902,
a time of development of the suburb. Kitchener
commanded during parts of the Boer War and
again during WWI. General Buller had been
commander-in-chief for part of the Boer War.
3. All were mayors of Willoughby. William Cleland,
Mayor 1906-07; W.T. Dickson, Mayor 1914; and John
Ffrench, Mayor 1872 (grandson of William Gore).
4. All were named by Thomas Broughton who
owned the Artarmon Estate from 1810-1901.
Tindale was the maiden name of his wife Jane;
Stafford was his mother’s maiden name; Muttama
was the name of one of his country properties in
the Murrumbidgee District.
Compiled by Marianne Nestor from: Artarmon,
past, present and future by Grace Warner,
(Willoughby: The Council, 1988).

What's on in 2009

1. Drake, Raleigh and Hawkins are named after
famous sea captains from the reign of Elizabeth I.

Wed Feb 25th 6.30pm:

“Essence”

Thur Feb 26th 7.00pm:

“Explore”

Sat March 21st 7.30pm:

“Jazz Night” featuring the Steve Morrison Jazz Band

A five week course for young people wanting to find out more about Christianity
A five week course for anyone who wants to explore what it means to be a Christian

This annual event will sell out fast – get your tickets early!

Sun March 29th, April 5th (Palm Sunday) and April 12th (Easter Sunday):

“This Changes Everything”

If you’ve never been to church or you haven’t been in a while, why not come along!
8am, 10am & 6pm

Wed April 29th 7.00pm:

“The Alpha Course”

An opportunity for people of all ages to explore the Christian faith in a relaxed,
non-threatening setting, over ten thought-provoking weeks.

St Stephen’s Anglican Church | www.st-stephens.com.au
211 Mowbray Road Willoughby NSW 2068 | 9415 1727

Talking 2064
Due to increased demand, there are now 2
sessions each Monday for Storytime at the
Artarmon Library – 10.15am and 11.15am.

St. Vincent de Paul Society – St Ives Region
has urgent need of good clean pre-loved
clothing, bric-a-brac, white goods, furniture
& good quality electrical items.

And speaking of the Library, have you seen
the great bunch of bananas on the tree in
Sustainability Street’s no-dig garden
outside the library?
In response to an enquiry from our own
Sonia Powell, Council advises vegetation
with a trunk diameter of up to 100mm is
now accepted in the 240 litre ‘green bin’.
Therefore you should be able to chop your
Christmas tree in half and put it in the bin,
rather than having to store your dead tree
until the March bulk vegetation collection.

WE COLLECT
GOOD USED
FURNITURE
Your Support Helps Us
To Help People Grow

We can arrange pick ups
5 days a week. Please
call us to arrange
for collection.
Call Florence or Cathy @ Chatswood
on 9419 4236 or 9419 3599

The saint does not do
extraordinary things.
But ordinary things
extraordinarily well.
Sunday 9:30am: Holy Communion (English)
11:00am: Chinese Service
Enquiry: 9412 1315 Email: revechau@tpg.com.au
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real estate news
By Adrian Solti, Principal, Home Traders Real Estate

Artarmon house prices

Average Price Sale: Artarmon Houses

1999/00

2000/01

2001/02

Under 600,000

12 (27%)

3 (11%)

2 (5%)

600,000-800,000

14 (31%)

11 (41%)

16 (46%)

5 (13%)

2 (5%)

800,000-1,000,000

14 (31%)

10 (37%)

6 (17%)

15 (39%)

1,000,000-1,200,000

3 (7%)

2 (7%)

3 (9%)

1,200,000-1,400,000

2 (2%)

1,500,000
1,000,000
500,000

Volume

2008

Sale value
($M)

2008

2007

2006

2005

2004

2003

2002

2001

We pride ourselves
on keeping excellent
sales records and
statistics which are
displayed on our
website. This keeps
you informed and
enables us to help you
with advice and up
to date information.
2006/7

2007/8

2008/9

5 (14%)

6 (17%)

3 (8%)

2 (5%)

4 (13%)

17 (39%)

3 (9%)

1 (3%)

8 (24%)

2 (5%)

7 (21%)

11 (29%)

11 (25%)

9 (26%)

9 (25%)

10 (30%)

6 (17%)

1 (3%)

5 (14%)

5 (13%)

9 (20%)

11 (31%)

11 (32%)

7 (21%)

10 (26%)

6 (19%)

1 (3%)

1 (3%)

3 (7%)

3 (8%)

5 (14%)

3 (8%)

5 (13%)

4 (13%)

1,600,000-1,800,000

1 (3%)

1 (2%)

1 (3%)

2 (6%)

2 (6%)

2 (6%)

4 (10%)

6 (19%)

1,800,000-2,000,000

1 (3%)

1 (3%)

3 (9%)

1 (3%)

2,000,000+
Total Volume

2004/5

2000

0

2005/6

1 (4%)

2003/04

2007

2006

Price ($000)

1,400,000-1,600,000

2002/03

2005

2004

2003

2002

2001

2000

1999

In 2008 Australia earned the title of the most prosperous nation. 104 nations were measured against levels of wealth,
quality of life and economic
Volume & Sale Value:
stability and Australia came
Artarmon Houses 1999-2008
first followed by Austria, Fin80
land, Germany, Singapore,
60
the US and Switzerland. This
40
2008 index is produced by
20
Dubai-based research house
Legatum. So even though
0
the credit crisis hit Australia
it’s not all bad news.

2,000,000

1999

With all of the economic uncertainty that is being experienced at the moment, now is the
perfect time to depict what has been going on with Artarmon house prices. The media
delights in headlining the worst of what is happening in real estate, so it is probably wise to
look at the long term picture. Those of you who are regular readers of our weekly e-news
will have read our article on property cycles. Rather than go over the same topic, I have
decided to show longer term data which speaks for itself. Presented are tables and graphs
showing the annual comparison and analysis of Artarmon house sales over the decade.
As you are all well aware 2008 was full of adverse media hype with regard to real estate
performance. With the economic crises people were generally cautious and, we felt, were just
waiting to see what was going to happen. Our figures tend to reflect this sentiment. There
was a fall in house sales from 38 in 2007 to 32 in 2008. Note however that despite a spike in
2007 and the economic climate of 2008, in general, prices have continued to rise steadily.

1 (3%)

1 (2%)

1 (3%)

1 (3%)

8 (21%)

1 (3%)

45

27

35

38

44

35

35

34

38

32

Total Sales

$33.8m

$21.85m

$32.58m

$38.91m

$48.44m

$40.69m

$41.88m

$38.41m

$58.94m

$41.94m

Average Price

$751,000

$810,000

$931,000

$1.024m

$1.108m

$1.163m

$1.197m

$1.130m

$1.593m

$1.310m

Disclaimer: The information and figures on this page have been compiled from information provided to us by our principals and third parties. We have not independently checked any of that information and give no warranty to the
accuracy of the information which we merely pass on. With the 2008 figures there are some property sales where the agents have not disclosed the sale price. In these cases estimates have been made for the purpose of this exercise.

www.hometraders.com.au

9411 7299
110 Hampden Rd, Artarmon

