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The new planning legislation and the 
Artarmon Conservation Area 
by Michelle Sloane and Anne Weinert

Following a lengthy discussion and consulta-
tion process, the NSW Government’s new 
planning legislation - Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Amendment Bill 2008, the 
Building Professionals Amendment Bill 2008 
and the Strata Management Legislation 
Amendment Bill 2008 - came into effect on 1 
August 2008. Although some elements of the 
legislation are now in force, there are still a 
number of detailed provisions such as regula-
tions and guidelines which will be developed 
as part of the implementation phase as the 
reforms commence. One of the stated aims of 
this new legislation has been to simplify hous-
ing and development approvals. However, it is 
appropriate to ask at what cost?

The new legislation could be described as 
‘Phase 1’ in the NSW Government’s push in 
relation to planning reform. The proposed 
changes were outlined in the Discussion Paper 
titled ‘Improving the NSW Planning System’ in 
late 2007, and introduce significant changes to 
the way land use planning, consent and devel-
opment approvals are done throughout the 
state. Local councils across the state, including 
Willoughby City Council (WCC), were part 
of the very vocal “Keep it Local” campaign 
against the legislation. The changes have gen-
erated a lot of angst in local communities con-
cerned that the new rules apply wherever you 
are building a house, and that new housing 
developments will undermine the character of 
local communities by not taking local differenc-
es into account. The keepitlocal.org.au website 
states that “the new generic codes will dismiss 
community views as unnecessary and reduce 
local input by ignoring community views about 
how our neighbourhoods should look.”

A NSW cross-party parliamentary committee 
found 20 issues with the new bills, includ-
ing that people’s right and liberties could be 
compromised, procedural fairness could be 
removed, and that the Planning Minister and 
planning commissions’ new powers could be 
oppressive.

Despite this, the legislation is now in force. 
Exempt and complying development is tar-
geted by the legislation to cover 50% of all 
developments within 4 years. Private certifiers 
will have a greater role in approving develop-
ments, and neighbour notification for comply-
ing developments will be non-existent. 

So what does all this mean for Artarmon? 
Restrictive covenants have been placed on 
developments in Artarmon since initial sub-
division and sale from 1898 onwards. In 
1989, the Urban Conservation Committee of 
the National Trust recommended that east 
Artarmon be placed on its register in recogni-
tion of the intactness of its Federation and 
Californian bungalow style houses. Willoughby 
City Council followed the National Trust’s 
decision by listing the Artarmon Conservation 
Area under its Local Environment Plan 
(LEP)1995 and specifically under Development 
Control Plan 19 (since superseded by the main 
WCC LEP). 

Chris Johnson, the former NSW Government 
Architect, who is now directing the devel-
opment of the NSW housing Code in the 
Department of Planning, wrote in the Sydney 
Morning Herald on June 9, 2008 that “herit-
age items and houses in heritage conservation 
areas have been specifically excluded from the 
codes”. However, it is proposed that future 
codes will include these areas after further 
examination. At this stage the possible impact 
of further changes to the development codes 
on the Artarmon Conservation Area is still 
unclear, and open to interpretation. Without 
specifics written into the legislation, change is 
still possible.

WCC is in the process of amending the 
Willoughby LEP to fit the new format and 
content required under the new code, and 
our understanding is that this will include 
paragraphs covering both heritage items and 
conservation areas. However, there would 
appear to be no clear picture as to the cer-
tainty of the amended LEP being accepted at 
State level.

So can we preserve the Artarmon 
Conservation Area? The APA will continue to 
strongly support WCC’s efforts to maintain 
Willoughby’s conservation areas. The APA 
and local residents have fought for many 
years to preserve the inherent character of 
East Artarmon. While at this stage, there is 
no immediate threat to the preservation of 
the Conservation Area, it is important that as 
a community we remain vigilant in terms of 
continuing to monitor the development of our 
suburb – both east and west sides – and any 
further planning reforms. 

Local Government Election 2008 - Meet the Candidates
Tuesday 26 August 2008, 8pm, Artarmon Public School Hall - more on page 2
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Editorial

Local Government Election 2008 
Meet the Candidates

Public information Meeting

Tuesday 26 August 2008, 8pm 
Artarmon Public School Hall, McMillan Road

Come along & hear from the candidates 
standing in our Ward as well as the Mayoral 

candidates. This is a great opportunity to 
hear directly from the candidates about 
what they stand for & to ask questions.

For further information please contact 
Michelle Sloane, APA President on 9410 0481

Refreshments will be served

In her President’s note in this issue, Michelle Sloane talks about the rising community 
expectations on local government, and the case for additional funding at this local level.

Interesting, then, to read the editorial in the Sydney Morning Herald of July 30, which argued 
that the chronic under-funding of local government - particularly in NSW through capped 
rate increases – has resulted in some of their functions being supplanted by higher levels of 
government (think of the new NSW state planning laws). The article went on to argue that it’s 
time “to recognise this emerging reality and abolish local government altogether”.

Local government elections are the time for communities at the local level to send a message 
to politicians at the state and federal level that we both WANT and NEED local government. 
I’m sure the juggling game with the Council money pool is not an easy one, and I for one am 
happy to pay my increased rates when I see the growing range of services and infrastructure that 
Willoughby Council, our local government body, is providing.

Anne Weinert 
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au

ARTY members and musicians at the first ‘Wilkes Music’ night in Wilkes Ave in July
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ARTY, previously the Artarmon Youth 
Committee, has been running for approximate-
ly two years. The crew of nine fantastic people 
have come together to put on some crowd 
stopping events for the youth of Artarmon.

ARTARMON STAR SEARCH 2007- 2008 
was a great way raising funds to enable us to 
run other youth programs. Kids from all over 
Artarmon tested their skills in a contest to 
be named the Artarmon star. Thanks to the 
support of local businesses there was a great 
range of prizes. The grand final was a specta-
cle at the 2008 Artarmon Fair and the winners 
of Artarmon Star Search were showcased in 
Chatswood’s ‘Youth in the Mall’. 

KEEP YOUR EYES OUT FOR THE NEW 
ARTARMON STAR SEARCH iN 2009

ARTARMON YOUTH GARDEN 2008 Kids 
aged 3 - 15 came down armed with their 
gardening gloves to help establish the ‘Arty’ 
Garden on Elizabeth St in Artarmon. When 
finished, it will be an ideal spot to meet 
friends, sit down and absorb the surroundings 
or even just admire some of the hard work 
of the Artarmon youth including their Mosaic 
tiles. We still need helpers for this ongoing 
project so if you are interested, contact us 
through the website www.arty.org.au

Our first ARTY PARTY in August was for 
youth aged between 12 and 17, held at 
Artarmon Bowling Club located on Burra 

Road, opposite the Reserve. The aim of the 
night was to provide a ‘meet and greet’ style 
situation where the youth could get to know 
the members of ARTY and also each other. 
Watch our website for the next party!

AND NOW A NEW EVENT CALLED 
ARTY 18+

On August 29th, Arty will gather at the infa-
mous ‘Great Northern Hotel’ on the corner 
of Mowbray Road and Pacific Highway. Here 
the “18 and over” of Artarmon can come and 
have a few drinks, play pool, and get to know 
each other. Friends are welcome! ARTY 18+ 
will be a regular event throughout the year!

MUSiC iN WiLKES AVE

Arty organised the first Wilkes Music Night in 
July.  Shoppers, diners, and passers through 
were entertained by talented local perform-
ers. Singers, dancers, musicians and magicians 
alike will provide entertainment for two hours 
each month. If you would like to perform, 
contact us through the web-
site, www.arty.org.au

CHATSWOOD SPRiNG 
FAiR 2008 SEP 6TH 

At our stall you can get to 
know the Arty crew, see 
what’s on in the weeks to 
come, make suggestions as 
to what you would like to 

see happen in Artarmon or just chill out!

WE EVEN HAVE A FACEBOOK ACCOUNT!!

If you are on the ever so popular Facebook, 
search ARTY in groups and click join! Tell your 
friends and family too! All the ARTY events 
are listed here along with a direct link to the 
website!

Visit www.arty.org.au to keep updated with 
any events or information regarding the youth 
of Artarmon!

As with any community organisation, we 
are always looking for donations or spon-
sors for the events which we put on. If you 
are interested in perhaps helping to fund the 
future of Artarmon and provide better pro-
grams for local youth, contact Ross Dickson 
on (02) 9419-8886 or go to the website 
www.arty.org.au.

Hope to see you soon!!

Yours, ARTY

2008 is disappearing at an alarming rate and 
we are fast approaching the local government 
election. Given the election date is looming 
I thought it timely to reflect on the role and 
importance of local government.

What do we think of when we think of 
local government? We might think of waste 
removal and recycling; development applica-
tions; sportsgrounds and parklands; sustain-
ability and the environment; child care and 
other children’s services. Communities depend 
on local government through Councils for the 
provision of a range of economic, social and 
environmental services that directly contribute 
to the quality of life experienced by those 
communities. At its core local government is 
about representation and service.

What is the future of local government? 
Recent research from The Federalism Project, 
a program of research into federalism 
conducted by Griffith University shows that 
a large majority of Australians – 66% – think 
there should be a different federal system by 
2030 with 31% of Australians indicating that 
State governments should be totally scrapped 
or replaced. The research goes onto indicate 
that the majority of Australians believe it’s 
better for decisions to be made at the lowest 
level of government competent to deal 
with the decision. What are the implications 
for local government?

In November 2006, the Australian Local 
Government Association commissioned 
PricewaterhouseCoopers to complete a 
national study on the financial sustainability 
of local government. The study identified 
that local government is responding to 
rising community expectations by providing 
a growing range of essential services 
and infrastructure that underpin local 
communities. The research indicated that 
additional funding would:

•	 Strengthen	local	communities	by	ensuring	
an adequate standard of key facilities for a 
range of significant social and recreational 
services

•	 Encourage	more	participation	in	community	
activities through greater choice and con-
sultation, thus promoting increased com-
munity cohesion and safety 

•	 Enable	the	implementation	of	local	pro-
grams to accommodate cultural diversity, 
access and equity and equal opportunity, 
and involve minority groups

•	 Support	a	sustainable	environmental	strat-
egy for each community

•	 Enhance	business	and	community	links	with	
regional areas to promote regional equity 
and development 

•	 Promote	further	economic	development	
and the generation of employment benefits 

through links with 
the business com-
munity

•	 Improve	the	quality	
of life of local resi-
dents through the 
support and align-
ment of health and welfare agencies within 
the area 

•	 Support	local	recreation,	arts	and	culture	and	
an appreciation of heritage in order to pro-
mote vibrant and active communities. 

So where are we heading – under what terms, 
and what conditions? More importantly, 
what will the outcome be? It is clear that the 
time is long overdue for a really good look at 
how we govern ourselves and in that review, 
very careful consideration of the role and 
importance of local government. 

To help answer some of these questions I 
hope to see you at our Public information 
Meeting on Tuesday 26 August in the 
Artarmon Public School Hall, McMillan 
Road Artarmon. Please come along to hear 
from the candidates who are standing for 
election to Willoughby City Council. This is an 
important opportunity for you to ask those 
who are seeking your vote what their views 
are about a range of issues relevant to the 
future of local government in Willoughby. I 
hope to see you on the night! 

A Note from the President by Michelle Sloane

Michelle Sloane

ARTARMON  YOUTH  COMMITTEE

Artarmon Youth Committee goes ARTY
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Artarmon Public School embraces gratitude to support learning
Public School News by Katrina Weir

Artarmon Infants’ creativity inspired by traditional 
Aboriginal Kameraigal people

The friendship between an Artarmon Public 
School teacher and Dr Kerry Howells, Faculty of 
Education, University of Tasmania, has led to Dr 
Howells developing a close working relationship 
with Artarmon school and involving it in some 
groundbreaking research into gratitude and its 
link to learning and student engagement.

Dr Howells initially visited Artarmon Public 
School in November 2007 and spoke to the 
staff about her research into gratitude and its 
application in education settings. This was fol-
lowed by a workshop for interested parents and 
ultimately, a decision by the school community 
to commit to consciously practising gratitude 
during this academic year. The outcomes of 
this commitment will contribute to Dr Howells’s 
understanding of the role of gratitude and its 
importance in a school environment.

Dr Howells defines gratitude as “the active 
and conscious practice of giving thanks. It is an 
inner attitude that is best understood as the 
opposite of resentment or complaint” (Kerry 
Howells 2007). Research to date suggests that 
the conscious practice of gratitude promotes 
wellbeing through improving mood and 
enhancing life satisfaction. Within an educa-
tion environment, a focus on gratitude may 
positively affect teacher-student relationships, 
staff relationships, student engagement and 
learning outcomes.

According to Dr Howells, gratitude is an active 
practice that involves giving to another. At 
Artarmon Public School, this involves staff, and 
interested parents, consciously practising acts 
of gratitude as they go about their daily lives 
and interact with their children. Some of the 
practices required of those involved include:

•	 Attending	to	inner	attitudes	before	and	
during teaching or interacting with fellow 
staff and students

•	 Choosing	gratitude	rather	than	complaint	
when doing this

•	 Choosing	two	or	more	daily	practices	of	
gratitude

•	 Noting	any	changes	that	occur	as	a	result	
and reporting these to the wider group.

Cathie Donaldson, assistant principal, is spear-
heading the school’s gratitude program. She is 
heavily involved in supporting and encouraging 
staff to practise gratitude in their daily lives and 
in the classroom.

“Gratitude is a mindset and it begins with the 
individual. Before we can teach gratitude to 
the children, we each need to attend to our 
inner attitude and everyday, remind ourselves 
of what we have to be grateful for,” explained 
Mrs Donaldson.

At a classroom level, staff are trialling a range 
of gratitude activities designed to make each 
child feel special and appreciated. Some of 
these activities include simple practices such 
as using each child’s name everyday, display-
ing gratitude posters and class discussion 
about what makes people happy; through to 
more involved activities such as ‘Star of the 
Week’, a program designed to highlight the 
personal likes and admirable qualities of each 
child in the class. Integral to the success of the 
gratitude program is the sharing of ideas and 
feedback between staff and parents about 

the effectiveness and outcomes of each of the 
gratitude activities. 

Although the program has only been underway 
for several months, Mrs Donaldson believes it is 
having some positive benefits for both teachers 
and students.

“By practising gratitude in the classroom, I feel 
more enthused and energised about my role. I 
also see the children respond positively to the 
activities and become more engaged in their 
learning.

“Ultimately, we are all working to change the 
culture at the school to one of gratitude and 
appreciation.

“I am most excited about opportunities this 
program presents and can see it making a big 
difference for our children,” she said.

This year, Education Week (26 – 30 May) at 
Artarmon Primary School included a special 
visit by Aboriginal Project Officer Charlene 
Davison. 

During her visit, Charlene recounted how 
whales were an important image for 
traditional Aboriginal Kameraigal people. 
Her talk was an inspiration for art ideas for 
Katherine Simms, Kindergarten teacher at 
Artarmon School and well-known for her 
group art projects which are dotted around 
the school campus.

“As a result of Charlene’s visit, and to bring 
life and meaning to the stories that she told, 
I decided to embark on a project to design 
and produce cut-out whales to display in our 
school’s Kameraigal room,” Katherine explained.

“The result is a beautiful exhibition of cut out 

whales bearing Aboriginal designs that are 
now displayed on the walls.”

The whales were created after Bunnings 
Warehouse manager Mark Newman 
generously donated wood and paint for the 
artworks. 

In preparation for this project, children in 
years K-2 studied various Aboriginal artists’ 
work. They then interpreted these works so 
that they could create their own designs. Year 
5 students assisted with the project by cutting 
out the whale shapes and sanding them ready 
for painting.

When Charlene visited the school she spoke 
to the children about Aboriginal history. 
Charlene also officially opened the Kameraigal 
room and its decorative whales for the 
children and visitors to enjoy.

Artarmon Infant Students in the Kameraigal 
Room with Mark Newman (Bunnings 
Warehouse), Katherine Simms and Aboriginal 
Project Officer Charlene Davison.

Year 4 Artarmon School students 
with their gratitude balls

Get in Front. Stay in Front.

Giving children a 
brighter future

Professional tutoring in
Maths  

Spelling  
Reading  

Grammar  
Comprehension 

Phone for a free assessment for your child

• Artarmon 9884 7744 
• Frenchs Forest 9975 2000 
• Mona Vale 9999 3469
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Council Works Depot: The application for 
alterations and additions plus change of use 
for the bulky goods retailing centre on the 
corner of Frederick Street and Reserve Road 
has been passed.

Artarmon Reserve: The 25kph speed limit has 
been removed from the signage on the newly 
paved access track to the Reserve, restoring the 
10 km per hour “Shared Zone” arrangement.

Laneways renamed: Council has approved 
names for seven previously unnamed laneways 
in and around Artarmon. Three proposed name 
changes were not approved, and an additional 
2 existing names are to be gazetted.

Petition: Council has agreed to forward a 
petition signed by the residents of Willoughby 
concerned by the community impact of the 
new planning laws to the local State Member 
of Parliament.

Councillor Allowances: At the 26 May 
meeting, Councillors voted to set annual fees 
payable to Councillors and the Mayor from 
1 July 2008 to 20 June 2009 at $19,250 for 
Councillors and $51,130 for the Mayor.

Shopping Trolleys: Following a public 
tender for the collection and disposal of 100 
impounded shopping trolleys, the Council 
resolved on 26 May to accept the proposal 
from All City Waste Pty. A decision was also 
made to prepare a report about ways to 
mediate with supermarkets for alternative 
solutions to the problem of abandoned 
shopping trolleys. 

A school for Naremburn?: Council has rati-
fied the outcomes of the Naremburn School 
public meeting and will be working with the 
Department of Education to open a new school 
in the area. Another public meeting to report 
on progress is to be held in mid September.

Brothels: In the past few months, three develop-
ment applications for brothels in the Hampden 
Road shopping area were received by Council.

A Subway for Artarmon?: A petition from 
the shopkeepers of Artarmon was presented to 
Council at the 23 June meeting. The petition 
opposed leasing of the empty shop on Hampden 
Road to Subway on the basis the strip was 
already adequately served with food outlets of a 
similar type. It would appear now from the sign 
on the shop that the business is to go ahead.

Artarmon School: Willoughby City Council has 
agreed to approach the Artarmon Public School 
and Department of Education to develop, with 
Council’s assistance, a school site and precinct 
management plan for the Artarmon Public 
School and its surrounding environ in association 
with relevant stakeholders. The relevant stake-
holders were not defined in the motion which 
was passed by agreement of all ten Councillors.

Artarmon @ Council

Harmonic Dance
weaving the etheric

For information on classes, workshops 
and performances please contact 

Deborah Whitford.

Phone: 9411 4232 or 4784 3658 
Email: deborah@harmonicstudies.org

THE ARTARMON CENTRE FOR 
HARMONIC STUDIES

139 Artarmon Road, Artarmon

WHICH HUE
Colour Consulting and

Interior Decorating
in Artarmon

contact Margot McKay

t 9413 1058   m 0402 855 299

www.whichhue.com.au

thethink
outsidesquare
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Local! Quality! Quick!

T 9884 9006
E support@byon.com.au

All Computers 
•	 Sales	/	Repairs	/	Upgrade
•	 Data	Backup	/	Cleanup	/	Dust	Removal

Home/Office Wireless Network 
•	 Share	Internet	&	Printer	Wirelessly
•	 Broadband	Internet	Setup

On-site Service Only $99* (Save $30)
Pickup/Delivery	Also	Available	

Our Promise: No Fix, No Fee!
1	Month	Service	Warranty!

* Limited to one item

B1/130 Hampden Rd	(Cnr.	Francis	Rd)	Artarmon

Artarmon Vision Specialists
Optometrist • spectacles • sunglasses

Stuart Schipp - Opt. Dispenser 
Roland Tan - B.Optom. UNSW

122 Hampden Rd, Artarmon

Mon-Fri: 9am-6pm 
Saturday: 9am-12.30pm 
Closed Wednesdays

9412 3757

Free Eye exams 
(medicare conditions apply)

Optometrist

artarmon framing

Lynn & Bob Greaves
94a Reserve Road, Artarmon

Ph: 9439 9992 • Fax: 9436 0264
Open: 9 - 5 M to F • 10 - 2 Sat.

The team at 
Artarmon 

Framing 
welcomes on 

board our 
new Framer

Becky Edwards

ARTARMON FAMILY
BUTCHERY

“Proudly Family Owned & Operated”

Exciting nEw
products and
valuE addEd 

mEals
Steve & Waty Koch

MON-THURS 8am-7pm 
FRI 8am-6pm SAT 8am-2pm

102 Hampden Road, ARTAMON 
(Opposite Artarmon Railway Station)

9412 1746

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Local Government Elections 
Saturday September 13

Support BARRY THOMPSON
Working to benefit ALL of Artarmon 

and for a sustainable future

Photographing our heritage leadlights
A community project

What:
A collection of photographs of Artarmon’s beautiful Federation and 

California Bungalow leadlights: small, large, simple or intricate. 

How:
To contribute to this community project of the Artarmon Progress Association, please take photos 
of your leadlights (hold up white fabric behind the leadlight), or let us photograph them for you.

When:
Our aim is to exhibit the collection during Heritage Week in 2009. We’ll reproduce a selection in poster and 
postcard form, put them on the APA’s web site and donate copies of the photos to Willoughby Library.

Contact:
Marianne Nestor nestor@bigpond.net.au Margot McKay margot@whichhue.com.au Helen Wheeler hwheels@bigpond.net.au

2 Ernest Place, Crows Nest
Managed	by	North	Sydney	

Community	Service	Ltd

 
SENIORS COMPUTER CLUB

Learn all about Windows based 
computers	in	a	stress	free	environ-
ment	from	the	very	beginning.

Modules	cover	Basics,	Email,	Web,	
Digital photography, Genealogy and 
others. Each module is 90 minutes 

one day a week for four weeks.

Friendly and experienced tutors.

$40 for 6 months unlimited modules 
$75 for 12 months unlimited modules 
$5	discount	for	Pensioners	&	DVA

For more information ring 9460 8866
and	leave	a	message

OR	ring	David	Bruce-Steer	9419 7017
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Check your Blood Pressure in 
the comfort of your own home!

96 Hampden Road, Artarmon
Phone 9419 6880 Fax 9419 6868
Email nloganpa@bigpond.net.au

www.pharmacistadvice.net.au
(Opposite Artarmon Station)

Checking your BP at home has never been easier or 
cheaper. Two great OMRON BP monitors are now 25% 
off and have a $20 cash back as well.

•	 The	 Omron SEM-2	 model	 has	 a	 large,	 easy	 to	 read	
display	and	gives	you	a	reading	in	less	than	a	minute	with	
the	press	of	a	button.	It	is	retailing	for	$109	including	the	
cash	back.	

•	 The	 Omron IA2	 model	 uses	 IntellisenseTM	 technology	
and	can	detect	irregular	heart	beats	and	body	movement	
errors.	It	is	retailing	for	$129	including	the	cash	back.	

Both	monitors	have	clinically	proven	accuracy,	a	memory	
and	a	two	year	warranty.

Some	 private	 health	 funds	 will	 even	 subsidise	 the	 price	
further.

Offer available till 30 September 2008.

The	staff	at	Nick	Logan	Pharmacist	Advice	are	dedicated	to	
helping	you	manage	all	your	health	needs.	Come	and	see	
us,	you’ll	love	our	service	and	we	are	OPEN SEVEN DAYS.

Artarmon Sustainability 
Street branches out
by Alethea Morison

Good news for Artarmon and the planet! As 
well as the community-based “Sustainability 
Street” group, Artarmon Public School and 
local businesses (see article on p 9) are now 
engaging in plans and projects to improve 
their sustainability.

Artarmon School’s Parents and Citizens 
Association has established a very dynamic 
sustainability committee, which is work-
ing with school staff, students, parents and 
Council to encourage sustainable practices in 
the school and broader community. Council-
facilitated workshops with staff and parents 
generated a long list of potential actions to 
tackle sustainability on many fronts, including 
water and energy efficiency, waste minimisa-
tion and sustainable transport. The parent 
and teacher committee has assigned areas 
of responsibility and is setting priorities. 
To set the framework and basis for further 
action, the school is developing a School 
Environmental Management Plan (SEMP) and 
initiating audits of its water and energy use.

An immediate action to engage school com-
munity and highlight sustainability is “No-Bin 
Tuesday”, starting in the Infants campus in 
Term 3. On Tuesdays, students are encour-
aged to bring healthy snacks and lunches in 

re-usable containers and will need to take 
home any packaging waste for recycling or 
disposal. Only a compost bin for organic 
waste will be available at the school.

Of course, more importantly than the empty 
packaging, the children are taking home 
a message to parents to think about their 
choices and the resource and waste implica-
tions when they purchase and provide food 
for their children. This action and the whole 
school initiative have huge value for sustain-
ability in the community given that children 
teaching their parents is a proven path to 
more environmentally friendly behaviour. 

Meanwhile, the Artarmon Sustainability Street 
group can report positive progress on its own 
projects. 

The development of a Sustainable Living 
Collection in Artarmon Library, funded by the 
NSW Government Environmental Trust, has 
now entered its second year. Based on the 
group’s report of the successful establishment 
and promotion of the collection, the Trust has 
now released a second funding instalment. 
This means more great new books on sustain-
ability will appear in the collection soon. There 
will also be an increased focus on magazines, 
to make the library a source of ongoing and 

up-to-date information on all aspects of sus-
tainability. You can check out the collection 
titles at http://webcat.shore.shorelink.nsw.
gov.au . Choose “Chatswood Library”, then 
search “sustainable living”.

Library visitors and passers-by continue to 
enjoy the community no-dig garden and mural 
panels installed on the wall behind the garden, 
linking the garden to the library collection and 
learning about sustainability. The mural panels 
were created by Permaculture North member, 
Wendy Bishop, and local children as part of a 
Council-led holiday art activity. The garden is 
thriving, tilled by a few enthusiastic volunteers. 
More helpers are needed for the never-ending 
but rewarding tasks of watering, maintaining 
and planting the garden. 

If you would like to help with the garden or 
join the Artarmon Sustainability Street group 
please email stuart.sexton@bigpond.com. 
You can choose to be actively involved in our 
projects or just join our email list to tap into 
local sustainability news and events. Another 
great way to keep up with local sustainability 
news is by subscribing to Council’s new sus-
tainability newsletter. For more information, 
go to http://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/
Sustainability-News.html 
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Looking For A Good Dentist on the North Shore?
(A Complete Family and Cosmetic Dentist - With That Gentle Touch...?)

Here’s 8 Good Reasons to Call Us Today:
1. Same day fast relief emergency Treatment. We promise to be gentle and considerate and use the 

best of care and techniques to give you a pleasant and pain free experience every time. Happy Gas always 
available to help you relax.

2. Extended hours from 8am. Open Saturday + Thursday nights for your convenience - and we won’t keep you 
waiting. 

3. White fillings and biocompatible, durable ceramic restorations. Non drug headache treatments + Anti-snoring 
appliances also available.

4. Complete family Dentistry. Kids always welcomed. Check out our kids corner.
5. Affordable Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry -  Easily improve your smile and enjoy strong and permanent, 

non removable teeth replacements that gives you immediate comfort and confidence with a natural smile and function.
6. No More Loose and Sore Dentures with One Visit Mini-Implants. Enjoy that apple or steak, today, and 

smile with real confidence again.
7. Sleep Sedation Dentistry by a qualified Anaesthetist using Intravenous Sedation or General Anaesthetic. 
8. Bad Breath Elimination Therapy - Never be embarrassed again with these simple effective treatments.

Call Us Now On 9419-7484 For An Appointment. 
www.ArtarmonFineDental.com 

Suite 1, Level 1, 80 Hampden Rd Artarmon 
(just above Commonwealth Bank)

Supporting the locals
by Robert Newman

I have always considered the local grocery 
shops a place to buy milk on the way home 
and to pop down to if I have forgotten some-
thing, and that for the privilege of not having 
to travel to Chatswood or Lane Cove and bat-
tle traffic to find a parking space, I would pay 
a slightly increased price for the products.

But then two things happened that made 
me think. The first of these was that I dropped 
into a major supermarket while my takeaway piz-
zas where being made and found that my 2 litre 
container of milk was $4.00. Being used to pay-
ing $3.90 at Artarmon shops I thought milk must 
have gone up, but no, it was just the retailer 
padding out their profit margins. I’m still paying 
$3.90 for milk locally and I later found that a 
local non-mainstream petrol station was charging 
$3.60 so there is money to be saved by shopping 
locally - and it is less stressful and quicker.

Which brings me onto the second thing that 
happened. Those who read my articles would 
know that one of my friends got married last 
year and as their best man I thought I had better 
learn to dance. As a result I have spent time at a 
local dance studio and so had the opportunity to 
ask them if many people had used the free pass 
to an introductory class which was included in 
their ad in the May Artarmon Gazette. 

With 5200 Artarmon Gazettes published, 
no one has utilised the pass, worth $20. I have 
to wonder - if the community of Artarmon 
doesn’t support the local businesses, what 

incentive is there for local businesses to support 
the Artarmon Community via sponsorship of 
the Artarmon Fair, Artarmon Star Search etc? 
I know that many local businesses have found 
that sponsorship/advertising in the Artarmon 
Gazette has yielded results so perhaps we need 
to read the advertisements as well as the arti-
cles in the Gazette, in order to find out what 
businesses are hidden away in the area that we 
would use if we knew about them.

My final thought is on ‘supporting the sup-
porters’. This one isn’t just about supporting local 
businesses, but more about sharing the workload 
around. The Artarmon Progress Association 
has a dedicated band of individuals on a variety 
of committees working behind the scenes to 
improve Artarmon, but they can always do with 
a hand. The Artarmon Gazette and various flyers 

are hand delivered in Artarmon but I’m sure the 
delivery team would be happy to have some back 
up. There a several sub committees for organis-
ing Heritage Events, Artarmon Fair, Artarmon 
Gazette, Artarmon Star Search, Artarmon Youth 
Garden and countless things in the area.

I have heard people say what a great time 
they had at the Artarmon Fair and that Council 
should do it every year. Well, I’ve got some news 
for you. While Council is supportive of the Fair, it 
is an initiative of the APA, and a success because 
of a small band of volunteers who work tirelessly 
from before sunrise to well after sunset on the 
day and a lot of organising behind of the scenes 
prior to and after the event.

So to paraphrase John F Kennedy – “Ask 
not what Artarmon can do for you - ask 
what you can do for Artarmon”. 

Shuttle bus for 
industrial area
by Glenda Hewitt

At the 23 June Council meeting Willoughby 
City Council considered four options for a shut-
tle bus to service the Artarmon Industrial area. 
Depending on the option implemented, over a 
period of 5 years the bus service could cost the 
Council from $1.5M to $3M to operate.

The bus initiative is recognition of the impor-
tance of the economic benefits the Industrial 
Area brings to the local area and a reflection of 
Council's broad commitment to sustainability.

Ten Councillors unanimously voted to sup-
port a trial of two buses operating five days 
a week mostly during peak periods.

In addition discussions are underway with 
the Ministry of Transport and developers 
of the ABC site. The ABC site developers 
have, as a condition, a requirement to pro-
vide a shuttle bus service between the site 
and St Leonards station. The development 
conditions stipulate the bus should carry 
a minimum of 25 passengers and operate 
from 7am to 10pm (subject to a patronage 
review). According a report prepared for 
Council, the ABC site is expected to bring 
an additional 4000 people to the area.

The Ministry of Transport is currently con-
sidering the diversion of the 200 bus service 
through the Industrial area during peak times.

Quiz No 10: How much do you 

know about William Gore?

1. Why is William Gore such an important part 

of early Artarmon history?

2. Why is William Gore such an important 

part of early Sydney history? 

3. What fate befell William Gore?

4. Can you think of any Sydney locations 

named after him?

Answers on page 14.

Compiled by Marianne Nestor using the online 

edition of the Australian Dictionary of Biography 

at http://www.adb.online.anu.edu.au/adbonline.

htm and Artarmon Past, Present and Future 

by Grace Warner.

Physiotherapy

ann Liebert 
& 

Jackie WaLker

Physiotherapists

For seventeen years,
Physiotherapist Ann
Liebert has run her
practice in Artarmon,
specialising in:

• Back pain
• Musculo-skeletal pain
• Sports injuries
• Occupational-related pain
• Neck headaches

Suite 6 
110 Hampden Road 

aRtaRmon

pH: 9419 3404 
fax: 9419 2880
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Get the Full Story
Who is working for you?

Your Insurer? 
Your Agent? 
Your Broker?

An Insurance Broker is the only 
independent party who can truly say 

that they work for you – the client.

Doesn’t everyone need someone on 
their side? At MGA Insurance Brokers, 
we’ve got all your business needs covered.

Call TODAY for a quote.

1300 789 642

MGA Insurance Brokers Pty Ltd 
Level 1, Suite 19, 401 Pacific Highway 

Artarmon NSW 2064

THE BEST STEAKS IN TOWN!

Freeway Hotel 
115 Reserve Rd

Cnr. Gore Hill Freeway, Artarmon
Ph 9437 0000 Menu online @ www.freewayhotel.com.au

“You haven’t lived 
until you have 
stopped at the 
Freeway Hotel, 
ordered a 
Penfolds 389, and 
tasted the 400gm. 
Black Angus Ribeye 
steak, medium-
rare, with Fries”

Local business supports national climate 
change research 
More than 20 local Artarmon busi-
ness owners took part recently in an 
important Australian Government 
climate change initiative in an effort 
to build a picture of energy usage 
across small businesses Australia wide.  
This national research project will see 
500 businesses Australia-wide supply 
energy use information that the federal 
government will use in shaping advice 
and tools to help business fight climate 
change.

Willoughby City Council and APA 
encouraged local businesses to 
embrace the opportunity. Participating 
businesses were rewarded with a 
comprehensive free energy audit and 
action plan to provide them with ideas 
to help them reduce their energy con-
sumption. Council is directing funds 
from the recently approved e.restore 
levy towards the project and helping 
businesses with measures to reduce 
their energy consumption and green-
house gas emissions. 

APA recognises the importance of 
working towards a more Sustainable 
Artarmon, and we would love to see the 
Artarmon shopping precinct become a 
green shopping destination.

Things you can do to reduce your 
carbon footprint:
•	 Save 40-80% of lighting and energy costs 

simply by adopting sustainable technolo-
gies and practices – like switching off lights, 
replacing incandescent or halogen bulbs 
with compact fluorescents or LED lighting, 
harnessing natural light, putting reflectors 
on the base of the walls to reflect light back 
up and painting walls a light colour.

•	 install a timer on an instant boiling 
water unit so you’re not paying to boil 
water all night for non-existent coffees. 

•	 Select energy efficient iT and appli-
ances, don’t be afraid to ask for this when 
buying. For example, energy efficient 
whitegoods can save up to $1,400 and 
prevent up to 14 tonnes of greenhouse 
gas from being emitted into the environ-
ment over a ten-year product life span.

•	 Check thermostats or measure tem-
perature levels regularly to make sure 
you maintain the recommended comfort 
temperature setting of 24°C for summer 
and 21°C for winter.

•	 Switch	 to	 GreenPower. Shop around 
and it’s possible to switch to GreenPower 
at no or marginal extra cost.

Steve Traurig (Booktopia), Michelle Sloane (APA), 
Mayor Pat Reilly, Ross Dickson (Hair on Wilkes) and 
Nick Logan (Nick Logan Pharmacy) supporting the 
climate change initiative. Photo courtesy WCC.
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...feedback

45 events throughout 
September including:

Melody Market 5th Birthday 
11am - 9pm, Thursday 18 September 

Willoughby Artists Open Studio Weekend 
10am - 4pm, Saturday 20 - Sunday 21 September

Mad Hatter’s Croquet Tournament 
10am - 3pm, Sunday 21 September

Artarmon Guides Bikeathon 
10am, Sunday 21 September

For more information phone 9777 1000 
or visit www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au

10am - 4pm 
Saturday 6 September 

Chatswood CBD

Kicked off by the Extravaganza! Street Parade at 
10.30am, the streets of Chatswood become a vibrant 
marketplace of food, community, arts, craft, plants, 

fashion and homeware stalls.

Visit the Arty stall to find out what’s happening in 
Artarmon for the young and young at heart.

All day entertainment on four stages 
and throughout the city’s streets.

Some of you may have 
seen the article in the 
North Shore Times 
about our missing 
Scrub Turkey. I’m sure 
that like me, those of 
you who have seen the 
bird have marvelled 
at its boldness - going 

about its business in an urban environment 
- apparently unconcerned about the multiple 
risks all around. Sharing in this thrill is Phillipa 
who emailed me to say:

 “My children and I saw a turkey just up the 
road from Artarmon Library on Tuesday 8 
July (1st week of the school holidays). It was 
between about 4 and 5pm.  We were so 
thrilled we took a photo. He/She was heading 
in the direction of Artarmon Road. “

Increasing biodiversity in the city is one of the 
higher level indicators of success in the applica-
tion of the Special Rate Willoughby residents 
have been supporting since 2000. Known as 
e.restore, the levy has allowed Council to invest 
in a number of programs which strengthen our 
capacity to work towards a more sustainable 
future. We have implemented programs to save 
water, to rehabilitate and restore local bushland 
and creeks, to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and to help improve environmental standards of 
local businesses. Our local Sustainability Street 
Groups are supported by the levy as are the 
Enviro Grants which have enabled the city’s 
schools to establish eco gardens and waste 

Kate Lamb
The biggest news locally 
since the last Gazette 
has to be that Council 
has approved Australia’s 
first accredited ‘5 green 
star’ mixed use technol-
ogy park for the former 
ABC site on the Pacific 
Highway. This is the sec-

ond DA approved for this site, and is a much 
better outcome. 

Although the Officer’s recommendation was 
for refusal, interestingly, the Council vote was 
unanimous. As one Councillor observed, the 
approval illustrated that the task of developing 
around environmental challenges means that 
Council’s planning instruments already need 
updating. 

There were three issues in possible contention. 
The first was that the application was 14% over 
in the permissible floor space ratio. There was a 
request for car parking on the site in excess of 
the Council’s DCP and site coverage increased 
from 45% to 51%. A State Planning Policy No 
1 application allowed the Council to approve 
the DA if it thought the variances were reason-
able and the application was in line with the 
planning requirements for the site.

Stuart Coppock

management projects. The innovative and much 
appreciated Council Cab, as well as our suite of 
walking and cycling maps, have also been made 
possible through this levy. 

You may have seen reports that Willoughby 
has recently received approval from the Local 
Government Department to continue this levy. 
Approval was given because we were able to 
provide evidence that there is support in our 
community for these programs. Even with this 
levy, Willoughby still has the second lowest 
rates on the North Shore - a record we are able 
to maintain with the support of Chatswood’s 
thriving commercial sector. The Civic Place 
development will complement and reinvigorate 
the commercial centre by providing a perform-
ing arts and cultural hub for the North Shore, 
bringing life into the city after hours.

Speaking of Civic Place – I was proud to read 
the following from Peter (Artarmon resident) 
who recently wrote to say:

“It is pleasing to note the Civic Centre construc-
tion is proceeding with very little environmental 
impact to the surrounding streets. Council should 
ensure this project remains an example to the 
community, State Government, developers and 
contractors of environmental impact minimisa-
tion during construction. Invariably, neat and tidy 
construction costs less. I’m not surprised Laing 
O’Rourke staff are saying the company has lost 
money on the Interchange project.”

After the extraordinary disruption, dirt and noise 
we’ve been subjected to in the course of the sta-
tion redevelopment, it’s good to see an end in 
sight. Council has resolved to issue a progressive 

“report card” regarding its performance against 
the stated objectives. I’m guessing there will be a 
very poor result on the interchange function!

Visit my blog - www.katelamb.blogspot.com 
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...feedback

Artarmon Medical Centre
92-94 HAMPDEN ROAD ARTARMON 2064

A personal, caring family practice for more than 29 years 
- providing comprehensive and complete medical care 

for you and your family.

Artarmon’s only fully accredited General Practice 

	 •	 women’s	health
	 •	 men’s	health
	 •	 heart	checks
	 •	 immunisation
	 •	 allergy	treatment
	 •	 paediatrics

To	feel	your	best,	talk	to	one	of	the	friendly	GPs	for	the	right	advice.

Phone 9411 5858 • 9419 8448

2008 FLU VACCiNE
NOW AVAiLABLE 
Free Flu and Pneumococcal 
vaccine for 65 and over

GARDASIL VACCINE 
for females under 26

The application had four buildings housing 
multi-level light industrial units, sporting facili-
ties, office/research & development, pool and 
fitness centre retail and motor show rooms. 
The pool and fitness centre and open plaza will 
front onto Campbell St. The sporting facilities 
will be at the TAFE end of the site fronting the 
Highway and will have its own entrance with 79 
car spaces. These facilities will be handed over 
to Willoughby Council and consist of commu-
nity facilities, indoor soccer, and a multi purpose 
centre suitable for basketball, volleyball, bad-
minton, netball and tennis. The multi purpose 
centre may be available for weekend meetings 
given the car parking available. One of the con-
sent conditions introduced by Council is the use 
of the parking facilities on the site for weekend 
sport parking (such as netball parents) with a 
shuttle bus being provided to the play site.

Additionally, this DA had lower maximum 
heights, double the retail space, a 25 metre 
swimming pool and gymnasium (to be run 
privately), and two shuttle buses from St 
Leonards to the site. Employment positions to 
be generated on the site are 4347 compared 
to 3703 in the former DA.

The new development has a 5 star ABGR 
rating. A co-generation plant will save 8104 
tonnes of CO2 per annum and solar hot water 
will save another 191.6 tonnes per annum. 
This total CO2 saving equates to approximately 
2796 cars removed from the roads annually.

There are also nearly four times as many 
bike racks. Rainwater harvesting will be 720 
kilolitres per annum. Potable water saved per 
annum is will be 95.3 million litres, equivalent 
to 38 Olympic swimming pools.

A combination of initiatives will see only 
22.5% of the workforce travel by car – one of 
the lowest journey to work ratios in Australia. 
Drive to work ratios elsewhere are: St 
Leonards 51%, St Leonards Rail Precinct 48%, 
St Leonards & Artarmon Hwy Precinct 63%, 
Artarmon West 59%, Artarmon East 69%.

Personal thank you: This will be my last con-
tribution to the Gazette as a Councillor in this 
term. The Council elections are only a matter 

With local government 
elections fast approach-
ing, I decided to review 
the last four and a half 
years to reassure myself 
that I had achieved and/
or materially assisted 
some worthwhile out-
comes and delivered on 

my election platform. I share that review with 
you below, first concentrating on outcomes 
that are specific to Artarmon:

•	 Supported	the	99	year-leasing	of	the	underu-
tilised Reserve Rd Works Depot. $50M+ realisa-
tion was double expectations. The bulky goods 
retail development currently under construction 
will further enliven the area on weekends. 
Advocated for proceeds to be reinvested in local 
property for income and strategic benefit to 
future generations (one such property purchased)

•	 Supported	new	childcare	establishments	in	
Artarmon and elsewhere and also called on the 
Federal government to monitor supply/demand 
for places in a manner that is meaningful to 
Local Government **

•	 Joined	and	assisted	the	fledgling	Artarmon-St	
Leonards Chamber of Commerce

•	 Conceived	and	assisted	the	organisation	of	
an Owners’ Corporation Forum and subsequent 
Apartment Dwellers’ Forum – to become a 
regular communication mechanism with Council 
about issues specific to apartment dwellers **

•	 Moved	to	establish	a	‘Council-cab’	trial	
as a first step towards a local public transport 
initiative **

•	 Advocated	successfully	for	conversion	of	
the shuttle bus commitment for the ABC site 
redevelopment to a Council-operated service 
and moved to establish a self-funded two-bus 
trial from mid-2009 **

•	 Strongly	supported	the	revised	develop-
ment for the ABC site – as more suitable to 
the iconic nature of the site; for its increased 
creation of high-paying jobs; for its voluntary 
provision of much-needed sport/recreation 
facilities; and for its planned reliance on public 
and active transport for workers. **

The aforementioned achievements may appear 
biased towards the industrial area of our 
suburb. I believe the upgrading achieved will 
increase the amenity of ALL of Artarmon, with 
that increased amenity being recognised both 
physically and financially.

More general achievements include:

•	 Detailed	review	of	development	steps	
towards Civic Place, particularly in relation 
to energy and project execution issues. I am 
comfortable that the project enters construc-
tion in good shape to be completed on budg-
et by July 2011

•	 Advocated	review	and	expansion	of	the	
Recreation/Sports Plan and for the return of the 
Leisure Centre to Council management **

•	 Moved	to	set	up	a	‘P&C	equivalent’	
community group to agitate for the reestab-
lishment of a primary school in Naremburn. 
Working Group now active

•	 Made	specific	recommendations	on	meas-
ures to make large developments more sustain-
able (eg. cogeneration at Willoughby Leisure 
Centre, pre-investment for renewable power 
generation at Civic Place)

•	 Advocated	early	and	persistently	for	
expansion of e-restore program to address 
climate change challenges and for commensu-
rate funding 

•	 Chaired	committee	that	implemented	
ward inspection process for assessing con-
tested DA’s and that introduced combined 
standing committee meetings. Both measures 
were intended to allow full Council to give 
more attention to policy issues

•	 Advocated	full	restoration	of	the	
Walter Burley Griffin designed Incinerator in 
Bicentennial Park and its use as a community 
facility. Restoration is underway, assisted by 
grant funding.

In listing these activities, I have concentrated on 
those where I believe I took an early position, 
either independently or in concert with Council 
officers. I am heartened to note that my col-
leagues have very often added their strong sup-
port to these initiatives.

Despite considerable achievements and a very 
successful Council, much more needs to be 
done. I seek your vote on September 13 to con-
tinue working for the benefit of our city and for 
Artarmon in particular.

** Activities marked with asterisks are associated 
with specific undertakings given in my flyer prior 
to the March 2003 elections.

As always, contact me at 
barry.thompson@willoughby.nsw.gov.au or on 
9412 1596 (phone/fax). 

Barry Thompson

of weeks away. I would like to express my 
personal appreciation to the editorial staff of 
the Gazette. The task requires hard work and 
dedication and is a community service which 
everyone I have contact with appreciates and 
values. Well done to all concerned.

As an elected Councillor for Naremburn Ward 
which includes Artarmon it has been an enor-
mous privilege to be an elected representative. 
It is a humbling task and at the same time it is 
an honour to represent such a wonderful vibrant 
community. I thank you for the experience.

stuart.coppock@willoughby.nsw.gov.au 



DEAL WITH THE 
PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT 
SPECIALISTS

Enhanced investment returns• 
Professional local service• 
24/7 online access• 
Largest pre-qualified rental database• 
RPM software tracking & reporting• 
Flexible accounting and reporting procedures• 

P R O P E R T Y

T: 8423 2255 
134 Hampden Rd ARTARMON NSW 2064
www.run.com.au
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Craftsmen Office Interiors NSW Pty Ltd
The Enterprise Centre 

1/78 Reserve Road 
Artarmon NSW 2064

ph: 02 9906 6177

fax: 02 9906 4192

website: www.craftsmeninteriors.com.au

accounts/admin: admin@craftsmeninteriors.com.au

 history Craftsmen Office Interiors NSW Pty Ltd moved into the Artarmon area (Cleg Street) in 1992. We 
made the choice of Artarmon due to the close proximity to the city and north shore, as well as the 
Artarmon area’s great village, public transport, parks, plenty of trees and great plans for the suburb’s 
future. We purchased a property in Reserve Road (The Enterprise Centre) in 2000, in one of 
the new industrial/commercial estates that have been established in Artarmon and have brought a 
wide range of businesses to the area. The Progress Association, local members and businesses are 
contributing greatly to Artarmon and we are proud to be part of this.

 company Craftsmen Office Interiors NSW Pty Ltd was established in 1990, originally from Melbourne. We 
specialise in Commercial Office Interiors, construction and project management; we have a large 
experienced team of 25 people and a wide base of customers. We service and maintain numerous 
businesses in Artarmon, and also utilise the services of businesses in Artarmon.

  If you require quotations or ideas on your existing office fit-outs please contact one of the persons below.

 contact details Craig Learmonth Karl Moffitt Paul Rowe

  0418 673 401 0412 977 426 0418 976 779

  craig@craftsmeninteriors.com.au karlm@craftsmeninteriors.com.au paul@craftsmeninteriors.com.au

Gardening on balconies and verandahs
by Mollie Shelley

Several years ago a friend, a good gardener 
with a reasonable knowledge of plants moved 
into an apartment on the fifth floor of a new 
building, a smart apartment with translucent 
balustrades on sunny north-east balconies. 
She lamented that she had killed a number of 
plants before finding those that would survive 
her conditions. Another friend recently sought 
advice on plants to screen her shady balcony 
from neighbours. These two experiences lead 
me to do my own research into what plants 
might survive on balconies. Everyone I spoke 
to said “It’s the wind, you know.”

Decisions fall into several categories: aspect, 
desired height and spread of plants, degree 
of exposure to sun and wind, and how much 
time and care is available. Each time I ques-
tioned a horticulturist I received an initial reply, 
“Anything that will grow at the seaside”. 
Not very helpful. So many of those plants are 
plainly unsuitable for balconies and verandahs. 
I thought of the plants surviving on those culti-
vated strips between the north and south lanes 
of freeways – for example on the way to the 
airport. Check them out next time you go that 
way. Here’s what I’ve come up with:-

Some height for screening: Nandina – the 
original old variety with sprays of white flow-
ers followed by red berries. It’s tough and will 
grow in shade or sun. Pittosporum – there are 
a number of cultivars available. The Golden 
Cane Palm, the Black-stemmed Palm and the 

Raphis Palm are all tough though the latter 
is slow growing. All are best suited to shadier 
locations and should be protected from hot 
midday sun. For full sun try the Proteas and 
Lillypilly. For both there are varieties to choose 
from with different height expectancies.

Smaller Plants: Coprosma has small round 
very shiny leaves. Look for the cultivars 
“Karo Red” and “Marble Queen”. Both are 
attractive. Buxus, the well-known hedge 
plant frequently used in modern landscaped 
gardens, is tough and will provide green-
ery. If kept well-pruned in its early stages it 
will later provide shelter for other smaller 
plants. Succulents, including the flowering 
Kalanchoes, and some of the variegated ones, 
will provide interest for most of the year.

For colour in sunny protected areas try 
geraniums. Keep them well pruned to pro-
tect from wind damage. There is now a huge 
range to choose from.

I have successfully grown and flowered 
Spathiphyllum ‘Sensation’, the Peace Lily, 
on a cold sunless south-facing verandah, also 
the Parlour Palm, Chamaedorea elegans and 
the tall grey-leaved Calathea often sold as a 
house plant. 

These are plants you might like to try but, as 
always with gardening, it’s only experience 
that lets one decide what will thrive in one’s 
own particular conditions.

PERMACULTURE NORTH meets 3rd Monday evening 
each month in Lindfield. Contact 1300 887 145 or 
info@permaculturenorth.org.au.

Cartoon by Wendy Bishop

Northside Garden Fair
Run by the Rotary Club of Northbridge

Bi-centennial Oval, Sunday September 28

Horticultural and produce stalls and talks, 
refreshments, jazz, entertainment for the children.

Direct broadcast from ABC 702 
weekend program with Simon Marnie

Entry $4 adults, children FREE

Gates open 10am

All profits to the Rotary Shelterbox appeal for 
disaster relief and other Rotary charities

For further details check the website 
www.northsidegardenfair.com.au
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Road rule changes by Robert Newman

Every so often, road rules change, and we 
don’t necessarily find out easily. So here 
are some of the changes (some of them 
are changes in penalties rather than rules) 
in effect since 1 July. For diagrams that 
explain these changes in more detail, go to 
www.rta.nsw.gov.au

Entering blocked crossings
You cannot drive your vehicle on to a chil-
dren’s crossing, marked foot crossing or 
pedestrian crossing if you cannot drive 
through the crossing because the road beyond 
the crossing is blocked.

PENALTY: Two demerit points (three in a 
school zone) and a $189 fine ($243 in a 
school zone).

Mobility impaired drivers
Mobility Parking Permit holders are now 
allowed to stop for up to five minutes (previ-
ously two minutes) to pick up or set down 
passengers in a no parking zone. All other 
drivers can remain for two minutes only.

PENALTY: $81 fine. Two demerit points and a 
$135 fine if within a school zone.

Wheeled recreational devices
A person must not ride a wheeled recreational 
device (e.g. rollerblades, skateboard etc.) or 
wheeled toy (e.g. pedal car, tricycle etc.) past a 
‘No wheeled recreational devices or toys’ sign.

Wheeled recreational devices are not to be 
used on a road with a dividing line or median 
strip or on a road with a speed limit greater 
than 50km per hour (previously the speed 
limit was 60km per hour).

A person must not travel in or on a wheeled 
recreational device or wheeled toy that is being 
towed by a vehicle. A person travelling in or on a 
wheeled recreational device or toy must also not 

hold on to a vehicle while it is moving or travel 
within 2 metres of the rear of a moving vehicle.

PENALTY: $54 fine.

Keeping off a painted island
You can now only drive on a painted island for 
up to 50 metres if you are entering or leaving 
the road, or entering a turning lane that begins 
immediately after the painted island. You still 
must not drive on a section of painted road 
that is surrounded by double lines.

PENALTY: Two demerit points and a $189 fine.

$54 fine for bicycles.

It is now illegal to park on a painted island.

PENALTY: $135 fine.

New bicycle storage 
areas at intersections
Some intersections that have traffic lights may 
now contain bicycle storage areas. These are 
painted areas on the road in front of the stop 
line that allow cyclists to wait at the traffic 
lights in safety.

There are a number of new rules relating to driv-
er and cyclist responsibilities at bicycle storage 
areas. For example, when traffic lights or arrows 
are red, drivers must not allow any part of their 
vehicle to enter the bicycle storage area.

PENALTY: Three demerit points (four in a 
school zone) and a $324 fine ($405 in a 
school zone).

Hook turns by bicycle riders
When a cyclist chooses to do a hook turn at 
an intersection and a bicycle hook turn storage 
area is provided, they must now use that area.

Cyclists should keep to the left when riding 
across the intersection to enter the bicycle 
hook turn storage area, turn right and wait in 

the storage area until the traffic light shows 
green (if you are at traffic lights) or if there 
are no lights, until it is safe to cross.

PENALTY: $54 fine.

Slip lanes
Slip lanes are used to improve safety and traf-
fic flow for vehicles turning left. You must 
now use a slip lane where one is provided 
when turning left.

PENALTY: Two demerit points and a $189 fine.

Unless there are signs to indicate parking, you 
must not stop in a slip lane.

PENALTY: $135 fine. 

Quiz No 10 Answers 
Questions on page 8

1. William Gore (1765-1845) was appointed 
provost-marshal (something like a sheriff) of 
New South Wales in 1806. In c1810, Lachlan 
Macquarie gave a land grant to Gore of 150 
acres. He named his farm ‘Ardthelmon’ after his 
Irish home, Ardthelmon Castle. Hence ‘Artarmon’. 

2. Gore, as provost-marshall of the colony under 
Governor Bligh, was involved in the arrest of John 
MacArthur in 1808 (known as the Rum Rebellion). 
Macarthur’s arrest was very unpopular in the 
colony and the NSW Corps revolted, and arrested 
Bligh and everyone else involved. This was the first 
and only time military intervention has been used 
to overthrow a government on Australian soil.

3. He was jailed for his involvement; his penalty 
was transportation and he was sentenced to hard 
labour in the Newcastle area until his eventual 
pardon. Because of this history, he was declared 
insolvent in 1843 and died in 1845. For some 
years his body, together with those of his wife 
and daughter, remained unburied on his property. 

4. I can think of The Gore Hill Freeway; Gore Hill 
Cemetery; Gore Cove; and Gore Hill Park. You 
may know of others.  
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2064Talking
A happy local reports that a brooch, 
attached to coat sent to the dry 
cleaner was returned safe and 
sound when the item was picked 
up. As she put it, it’s the bonus of 
supporting local businesses.

Suzanne, our fabulous local librar-
ian, went off to walk the Larapinta 
Trail recently sporting a headlight 
courtesy of an APA committee 
member who does the occasional 
bit of ‘moonlighting’ himself in the 
SES. Suzanne reports she had a 
great time.

Artarmon’s indefatigable Nick 
Logan recently appeared in ‘Man 
of Snow’ as part of ‘Short & Sweet 
One Act’, a short play festival at 
Newtown Theatre.

Cityrail has installed new indicator 
boards at the station. When asked 
if this is likely to mean a decrease 
in staff numbers, despite the strong 
increase in patronage, the answer 
was “Maybe..”.

Gore Hill Memorial Cemetery by Catherine Williams

Established in 1868, Gore Hill Memorial 
Cemetery at St Leonards is one of the most 
outstanding Edwardian gardens in Australia. 
Arranged about a central avenue, the cem-
etery is shielded from surrounding areas by a 
mature plantation which creates an enclosed 
tranquil landscape.

The cemetery is an outstanding botanical 
resource, boasting plantings of many tradi-
tional and symbolic species including heritage 
roses and a wide variety of bulbs.  Rows of 
Washingtonia palms and evergreen hedges 
provide structure to the cemetery layout.  
Brick paths lead between ordered rows of 
graves dating between 1877 and 1974.

The monuments cover a wide range of styles, 
from simple Georgian headstones to complex 
marble sculptures and imposing family vaults.  
They demonstrate the art of the stonemason 
in a form unlikely to be repeated.

Buried here are famous and unknown people 
intimately linked with the growth and devel-
opment of the North Shore.

Towards the end of its working life, and fol-
lowing its closure in 1974, the cemetery fell 
into neglect.  Strong opposition from con-
cerned citizens prevented its conversion to a 
rest park.  

Following initial assistance from the Crown 
Lands Department and the Heritage Council 
of NSW, a new Gore Hill Memorial Cemetery 
Trust was established to undertake the con-
tinuing care and management of this historic 
site. Although the Trust employs a part time 
gardener, there is still much to do. The task is 
not an easy one and both moral and financial 
support from the community is continually 
needed.

All funds acquired by the Gore Hill Memorial 

Cemetery Trust are used in the care and man-
agement of the cemetery.

For general enquiries contact Ron Heather 
0412 327 293

For tours of the cemetery contact Catherine 
Williams 02 9477 5581

Next planned tour of the cemetery is SUNDAY 
2nd NOVEMBER, 2008 at 11.00am

(tour takes 2 hours approximately - cost 
$12.00 per person - bookings essential)

St Basil’s Anglican Church
Artarmon  
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To pray
is to change 

Prayer is the central avenue 
God uses to transform us

Sunday 9:30am: Holy Communion (English)
11:00am: Chinese Service

Enquiry: 9412 1315

WE COLLECT
GOOD USED
FURNITURE

St. Vincent de Paul Society – St Ives Region
has urgent need of good clean pre-loved 
clothing, bric-a-brac, white goods, furniture 
& good quality electrical items.

We can arrange pick ups 
5 days a week. Please 

call us to arrange 
for collection.

Call Florence or Cathy @ Chatswood 
on 9419 4236 or 9419 3599

Your Support Helps Us
To Help People Grow



www.hometraders.com.au 

real estate news
By Adrian Solti, Principal, Home Traders Real Estate

9411 7299
110 Hampden Rd, Artarmon 

Underquoting
There has been a lot of publicity lately with regard to agents underquoting. The Minister 
for the Office of Fair Trading (OFT) called a press conference to reveal the results of an 
investigation into underquoting for auctions. The investigation involved OFT officers 
inspecting files, interviewing purchasers, vendors and agents and even posing as 
prospective purchasers at auctions. Fair Trading found that some agents advertised 
properties lower than their estimate and some failed to tell buyers that the seller had 
already turned down offers that were higher than that estimate advertised. 

The State Government has fined 13 Sydney real estate 
agents for under-quoting. One Epping agent was fined for 
quoting between $700,000 and $775,000 on a listing that 
sold for $910,000. In Gordon, the agent told one potential 
buyer that interest was in the region of $850,000 plus, but 
it was revealed the owners had already rejected offers of 
$945,000. The property sold at auction for $1.1M. Three 
licensees from one office group in Lindfield have also 
been fined for similar actions. How frustrating for buyers: 
you find your dream home, spend money and time on 
building and pest inspections, only to find that the agent 
has advertised a price lower than the true value, when 
in actual fact the property is out of your price range! 

It is illegal to give out a price 
to potential buyers that indicates 

a property will sell for less than 
the agent truly believes

In a statement released on 24 May 2008, NSW Fair Trad-
ing Minister Linda Burney said the majority of agents are 
doing the right thing, but it is “illegal to give out a price to 
potential buyers that indicates a property will sell for less 
than what the agent truly believes it will sell for.” The Min-
ister released the names of the agents to the press and 
the agents had 14 days to serve notice of an intention to 
defend the allegations. 

The Shadow Minister for Fair Trading, Catherine Cusack, 
believes “the challenge for Government is to reduce 
dodgy practice without tripping up all the good 
businesses along the way”. The chief executive of the 
Real Estate Institute of NSW, Tim McKibbin, said: “To only 
have 13 agents allegedly to have done the wrong thing 
indicates in the vast majority of cases agents are acting 
appropriately. And I don’t think quoting property prices 
is an exact science at all,” he said. 

In 2003 the State Government introduced the Property 
Stock and Business Agents Act, banning underquoting 
to prevent against agents dishonestly drawing people 
to their auctions. It is important that agents are held 
accountable for their actions when they conduct their 
business in a manner which is intentionally designed to 
deceive either vendors or buyers. At a time when emo-
tions can run high for both parties the agent should 
manage the sale with honest business practices which 
are in line with the Act.

Unfortunately there will always be some businesses 
which will carry on in any way to fulfill their own agenda, 
often achieving nothing but short term success. Quite of-
ten, these self proclaimed and celebrated “successes” end 
up being nothing more than average results. After all, the 
buyers that have been deceived in the past eventually 
become future vendors, these are the ones that will be 
looking for the trustworthy agents to sell their home. Any 
property sale cannot be taken lightly, high value proper-
ties – especially in the Artarmon area – are transferred 
and people’s lives are almost always affected.

“

”


