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Netball Trial at Artarmon Reserve
with input from the APA Committee and local residents

In December 2007 residents of Burra Rd and
surrounding streets received advice from
Willoughby City Council concerning a proposal to trial the use of the oval at Artarmon
Reserve for Junior Netball (“Nettas”) on
Saturday mornings during the 2008 winter
season which runs from April to August.
The Northern Suburbs Netball Association
has requested the use of the oval for use
by junior netball players (under 8/9/10).
These teams have previously been playing at courts at Bicentennial Reserve and
Naremburn Park.
The proposal involves marking six netball
courts onto the grass at the southern end
of the oval and providing removable goal
posts. Games would commence at 8am
and finish by 1pm.
Council accepted submissions on the trial from
residents up to 30 January 2008. A number of
residents have responded to Council.
While most of us agree that we would be
happy to see greater use of the oval for
sport and recreational activities, the general
feeling expressed by a number of residents
is that the problems currently experienced
at Bicentennial Reserve, Willoughby, as a
result of netball traffic will simply be transferred in part to Artarmon.
The Progress Association, along with many
residents, is concerned about the likely
impacts of this proposal on the safety, amenity and environment of Artarmon Reserve,
the local streets and neighbourhood.
Traffic congestion in the Reserve and along
Burra Rd is likely to be a major issue. Whilst
the Reserve is near Artarmon Station and
on the cycleway network, experience shows
that the majority of parents will bring
their children by car. Many of the netball
clubs affiliated to the Northern Suburbs
Association are not within walking distance
of the Reserve and many Willoughby/
Artarmon families will choose to drive,
partly because the netball game may be
just one of a number of sporting activities
on that day or because of wintry weather.
As one local resident suggests in a submission to Council, “Whilst there is off-street
parking next to the oval ...there is only a

shared access road used by pedestrians and
cars.... should cars be entering and leaving at the same time, the queues will be
substantial as two cars cannot pass whilst
travelling in opposite directions”.
Observation of the current usage of the
oval for cricket and touch football shows
that when all participants arrive and leave
at roughly the same time many participants
choose to park in Burra Rd and surrounding
streets in preference to the car park due to
access difficulties.
It is likely that these difficulties will be magnified in the case of Saturday Nettas due to
the number of sessions of 45-60 minutes
duration. At the conclusion of each session
there may be up to 100 cars leaving just as
another 100 or so cars will be arriving for
the next session.
It is inevitable that parents will choose to
park in local streets rather than experience
the inefficiencies of the car park. This has
the potential to turn Burra, Cooney and
Pyrl Rds and other local streets into ‘onecarriageway-only streets’ as cars parked
on both sides will leave a central gap for
one car only. This is clearly a safety and
access risk should, for example, emergency
or ambulance vehicles need to gain quick
access to the Reserve.
Streets near to Willoughby Leisure Centre,
such as Garland, Tulloh and Gaza Rds, are
currently already parked out on winter
Saturdays by parents wishing to avoid the
car park access problems.
The potential environmental impacts from
the traffic growth the proposal will encourage are significant. As other residents
observed, “We see the proposal inevitably
generating demand for expansion of the
parking and road space in the Reserve and
leading to destruction of valuable native
bushland and threatening already endangered plants... Preserving natural bush areas,
as well as providing for active recreation are
essential to the mental and physical health
and well-being of the City’s residents”.
Residents are looking for leadership from
Council in relation to this issue rather than
simply transferring a problem from one

location to another. It is clear that what is
needed is improved traffic planning. It has
been suggested by one resident that “a
plan of action is required under which the
sporting group using the Reserve assumes
responsibility for the travel it generates and
works with Council to reduce car travel and
its impacts”.
In the absence of a strong strategy to
address traffic impacts, Council must expect
ever-increasing dissatisfaction and opposition from a growing number of residents.
The Progress Association, along with a
number of residents, calls on Council to
apply its transport planning expertise to
develop an effective transport management
model for the benefit of participants in
organised sport, local communities and the
environment.
If the trial proceeds, it is essential that
Council ensures:
• the installation of traffic monitoring
devices to measure the impact on all
local streets
• that Rangers are available to monitor and
control traffic, including registration day(s)
• that surveys are undertaken to see what
might be possible in terms of achieving
alternative access to the site.
The Progress Association will provide an
update on the progress of the netball
trial and Council’s response to the
various submissions in the next edition of
the Gazette.

Celebration to launch our new logo & website and thank our sponsors
Tuesday 26th February 8pm Artarmon Library - more on page 2
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Editorial
I’ve spent a reasonable amount of time in both Melbourne and Perth in the last couple of
months, and have made really good use of the public transport systems in both cities. They run
on time, the various modes are integrated, most of it is air-conditioned (!!) and both cities have
integrated ticketing systems. I know that Melbourne has had some problems with their cards, but
generally, both systems work well. So why is it so hard for Sydney to get it right?
Now that the various State Government bodies are making public more of their plans for the
new CBD / metro rail lines, it is time for us locally to be thinking about what this might mean for
Artarmon. No doubt it will be 2020 at least before any of the mooted infrastructure is built, but
we could leave a great legacy for our community by seeing if we could get more public transport
into the Artarmon Industrial Area (AIA) through either an underground station (not particularly
feasible, I believe) or a station between St Leonards and Artarmon on the new lines that will
probably have to surface north of the existing St Leonards platforms in the existing corridor.
This might give a two-fold benefit – a train service for both the AIA and Naremburn residents,
and allowing the duplicated lines to pass through Artarmon without additional platforms – thus
preserving the existing heritage-listed railway station buildings.
Worth thinking about and making your thoughts known?
Anne Weinert
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au

Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor

Dear Editor

I was delighted to hear in November that the
state government is acting to reform NSW
liquor licensing laws.

I recently came upon the November 2007
issue of the Artarmon Gazette and noticed an
article about the Australian Red Cross Blood
Service by Robert Newman. I just wanted to
say “thank you” for your support. It was a
great story and we hope it will bring in some
donors to our Chatswood Donor Centre.

When Sydney Lord Mayor Clover Moore initially proposed these changes, I immediately
wrote to our local MP Gladys Berejiklian to
express my support.

With kind regards

I have been a resident of Artarmon for
about six years and I intend to be here for
many more years. I believe that it would be
wonderful to have a small local bar (with no
gambling) as part of our shopping village. This
would improve the sense of community in the
area and provide an alternative to the large
impersonal pubs on Reserve Road and the
Pacific Highway.

Jenine Wong, Marketing Coordinator
- Northern Metropolitan – Chatswood,
Australian Red Cross Blood Service
Dear Editor,
Just to let you know we received our copies of
the Gazette today (19 November 2007) – the
gentleman who delivered said he did not realise we were back here – and within 1 hour we
had our first customer who found us through
the Gazette – WOW!

It is only a matter of time before the Council
is called upon to formulate policy in response
to the new liquor licensing laws and I call on
our elected representatives to look at this as
an opportunity to enhance our community.

Regards,

I have no vested interest in these laws (I work in
finance) other than owning a home in the area.

Cathy Berry, Armchair Racer, Rear of 64
Dickson Ave, Artarmon

Phil Hall, Artarmon

The Artarmon Progress Association
invites you to join us for a celebration
to thank our sponsors & supporters and to

launch our new logo & website
on
TUESDAY 26 FEBRUARY at 8pm
Artarmon Library, Elizabeth Street
During this meeting we will be discussing our plans for the Artarmon Community Fair as well as
seeking input from our supporters on ways we can work together during 2008 & beyond.

For further information please contact
Michelle Sloane, APA President on 9410 0481.

A Note from the President
Happy New Year to all and I sincerely wish you a
very happy, healthy and prosperous 2008!
And Kung Hei Fat Choy! Happy Chinese Year of
the Rat!
According to the Chinese Zodiac
a Rat Year is a time of hard work,
activity, and renewal. This is a
good year to begin a new job,
get married, launch a product or
make a fresh start! The best way
for you to succeed is to be patient, let things
develop slowly, and make the most of every
opening you can find! So whatever your dream
is or if like me you have lots of jobs around the
house that you keep putting off – this is the year
to do it!
2008 is set to be another year of much activity
and a new look for the APA -starting with the
launch of our new logo and website. Some of
you may remember last year we ran a competition to design a new logo. Taurus Marketing
submitted the winning design. Our new logo,
website and new-look gazette will be officially
launched on Tuesday 26 February. Please join us
at our first public meeting/celebration of 2008
as we present the new “face” of the APA and
thank our wonderful supporters and sponsors.
Our annual Community Fair is fast approaching. On Saturday 3 May we are hoping to
close a small section of Hampden Rd between
Francis and Broughton Rds to enable us to
expand the Fair for our 5th birthday cel-

by Michelle Sloane

ebrations. We are currently working with
Willoughby City Council’s Traffic
Committee to develop appropriate traffic management
plans to support this closure. If
successful the closure will enable us to stage all our school
music performances along
with the Star Search grand final on
Hampden Rd. This will relieve some
of the congestion on Elizabeth St as
well as avoid the division of the street created
by the stage. This will also enable us to expand
the number of stalls and attractions. So here’s
hoping!
Saturday 5 April will see the return of our
famous Heritage House Tour, organised by
Marianne Nestor and her wonderful Heritage
Committee – Susan Smith-Moore, Margot
McKay and Helen Wheeler. The National Trust
theme this year for the annual Heritage Festival
is “Our Place” – the places and events that
shape us and how we see ourselves as part of
Australia. This is a perfect theme for Artarmon
as I think so many things help to define “our
community” – the heritage house tour, the Fair,
our school, the Gazette, our wonderful strip
shopping centre and our public spaces such as
Artarmon Reserve. In this edition of the Gazette
you will find more information about the tour
and a booking form. Approximately six houses
will be open for inspection and our sincere
thanks go to those residents who have been so
generous in allowing us access to their homes.

So if you have not
been on one of our
tours before this is
the year to do it!
Our article addressing the proposed
Netball Trial at the
Michelle Sloane
Artarmon Reserve
is an important one to read. While most of us
generally agree that we would be happy to see
greater use of the oval for sport and recreational
activities, the feeling expressed by a number of
residents is that the traffic problems currently
experienced at Bicentennial Reserve (as a result
of Saturday morning sport) will simply be transferred in part to Artarmon; in effect, this will
allow the problems to spread and grow at both
locations.
Residents are quite rightly looking for leadership
from Council in relation to this issue. If the trial
goes ahead, the main problem will be traffic. It
is clear that what is needed is improved traffic
planning. It is time for Council to take the lead
working in cooperation with sporting associations, to develop sustainable transport options
for the benefit of participants in organised sport,
local communities and the environment.
We would welcome your comments on this
issue and any feedback from our readers should
the trial proceed.
I hope to see you at the launch of our logo
and website on Tuesday 26 February!

Progress for the Gazette and APA website

You won’t have missed the new look to this
first edition of the Gazette for 2008, having
gotten to page 3! Based on the new APA logo,
which was chosen from a number of great
entries in the competition held at the Fair in
2007, the Gazette has ‘gone green’. And in the
interests of sustainability, not only do we have
a new logo and, consequently, new colours of
green and black, but we are now printing on
55% recycled paper stock. The APA Committee
would therefore encourage you to recycle your
Gazette if you don’t keep it!

News & Events, the Gazette, ‘Young Artarmon’
(showcasing Star Search and other activities for
youth in the area), Heritage and Conservation,
and Local Information. The site has additional
content, and will continue to be developed
over time with the assistance of our web
designers, PimsDesign. Our thanks to Annette
from PimsDesign for helping us get the right
content in the right places, and making everything work. In making this change, we also rec-

ognise the efforts of those involved in running
our previous website.
The new APA website is your website and
it depends on your information – news of
events/activities, your comments and feedback, your photos, articles of special interest,
etc. Please help us make the site a ‘real online
community site’ – read and used by all. So
make sure you check out the new website at
www.artarmonprogress.org.au

Surprisingly, even part-recycled paper stock still
carries a cost premium when compared with the
paper we have been using to date (zero percent
recycled). But we have taken the decision that it
is important for us to reflect the values that are
so evident in the work of Sustainability Street,
Permaculture North, Willoughby Council and
other groups with whom we work closely. So
if you are a business in Artarmon that would
like to support / sponsor us in this initiative, we
would love to hear from you!
Everything else in the Gazette remains the same
– the same great mix of stories and information
about all the facets of ‘2064’.
Alongside the new look for the Gazette, a
sub-committee, led by Brian Hall, has worked
tirelessly over the last couple of months to
redevelop the Association’s website. The original site was developed with the assistance of a
web design student, but the time had come for
us to have an updated, more modern site. The
revamped website has sections with links to
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Artarmon Progress Association proudly presents your

COMMUNITY FAIR
Come along & celebrate our 5th Birthday!

Saturday 3 May 2008, 10.00am to 3.00pm
Featuring

Artarmon Star Search Finals

as well as Arts, Craft & Pottery Stalls, “Green” Stalls & Exhibits, “Kids Korner” – jumping
castle, show bags, kids craft, games, face painting, luck dip, Mothers Day Gift Stall,
native plants, Misty Ridge Animal Farm, JellyBean the Clown & lots more!!!!

Stall Cost: Basic Stall Hire $100
Fair Sponsorships from $250

The Artarmon Community Fair is proudly supported by:

Artarmon Businesses please help!!...the APA needs your support to ensure the continued
success of the Fair, which helps to raise money for many worthy local community groups.
Please contact Michelle Sloane on 9410 0481

Artarmon @ Council

Watch that site!

Some temporary bike route signposting, which
should have been removed by the RTA’s contractors
upon completion of the Gore Hill Freeway shared
path, has remained in place. Council has decided
that most of it will be retained and enhanced to
provide a permanent alternate cycle route to the
Freeway.

By Glenda Hewitt

To allow better access through the rail underpass from Hampden to Burra Rd, at the southern
end of the station, Council has informed us that
they intend to remove the existing bollards and
replace with offset rails. This will permit stroller
access while also slowing cyclists, and will ensure
that access is provided but with safety.
Wickham Park (formerly the White St playground)
has been upgraded and the landscaping has also
now finished. The new park includes an electric
BBQ, and we are sure that the residents of west
Artarmon will use the new facilities well. Many
thanks to the Council for their great work here!
Council is currently reviewing designs which
address the ponding of water which is continuing in the area adjacent to the cricket nets in
Artarmon Reserve.
Council has also commissioned Shane Haurama,
Indigenous artist, to provide a set of bicycle
inspired quinken figure images to make the bike
lockers at the station a little easier on the eye!
You might have seen his work on a concrete tank
on the Bicentennial Reserve shared pathway just
below the Baseball Diamond.
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The Channel 9 site in Willoughby has been purchased by listed property developer
Charter Hall Limited. While the price for the 3 hectares has not been confirmed,
on 10 January the North Shore Times speculated that it exceeded $150 million.
The sale did not include the transmission tower which is owned by TX Australia.
In its December press release, David Southon, Charter Hall’s Joint Managing
Director said “We are excited to be granted the right to negotiate the acquisition
of both properties and proceed with the planning and development.” Charter Hall
also purchased the Channel 9 site located in Richmond, Melbourne. Mr Southon
described the site as a quality residential offering in a well established suburb and
an “outstanding infill residential development opportunity”.
The iconic Willoughby landmark has become part of Charter Hall’s Opportunity
Fund No 5 (CHOF 5). Charter Hall is reported to have said it wishes to develop
the site for medium-density housing as well as some retail and commercial use.
In the North Shore Times, Council’s General Manager, Nick Tobin, described
the sale as an opportunity for urban renewal. He said Council wanted Charter
Hall’s plans for the site to have West Artarmon’s 21st century-style, ecologicallysustainable design, housing for the elderly, community and education facilities, a
playing field and green linkages, but was opposed to a ‘large retail presence’.
Council has unanimously adopted a resolution, proposed by Councillor Thompson,
that recognises the opportunity the site presents for urban renewal. The resolution
advocates removal of the transmission tower – which now appears unlikely - and
confirms Council’s interest in creating a masterplan for the site with particular
mention of the provision of playing fields and green corridors.
Residents interested in the way the site will be developed will now need to watch
the progress of the development application through Council. Channel Nine will
not quit the site before the end of 2009 and it could well be another year after
that before redevelopment is underway.
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Artarmon Star Search 2008
AYC200803304272008

Door

MUSIC HALL, ARTARMON PUBLIC SCHOOL
Macmillan Road, Artarmon

ROCK-A-TEK

The Artarmon Youth Committee presents:
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Artarmon Star Search ‘08

Tickets at door:

Featuring:
Singers, Dancers, Musicians & performers of Artarmon
with SPECIAL MYSTERY GUEST PERFORMERS!!!

Adults: $5
Children: $2

Main Stage

Show 1: Sunday March 30, Show 2: Sunday April 27

Unreserved

Winners will be decided
by a mix of judges’ votes
and audience response.

* Live performance @ Chatswood mall * Party @ Armchair Racer
* Gift vouchers for popular shops * Radio interview
* 8 week dance class @ Fireﬂy Studio *Loads more prizes!!

www.artarmonprogress.org.au

Prizes include:

Beverages available for purchase at canteen!

Sponsored by:

Doors open:

4.00pm
Phone (02) 9419 8886
for further information

Chatswood Mall Draft Master Plan
The Draft Master Plan for Chatswood Mall will be on
display for public comment from Thursday 3 January
until Thursday 21 February 2008 at Willoughby City
Council, Level 4, 31 Victor Street, Chatswood and
downloadable from Council’s website.

Get the Full Story

The Plan provides conceptual designs for the
redevelopment of this important community space
including proposals for new lighting, furniture,
ﬁnishes and paving.

An Insurance Broker is the only
independent party who can truly say
that they work for you – the client.

Written submissions can be made about the Plan
and posted to the General Manager, Willoughby City
Council, PO Box 57, Chatswood NSW 2057 or sent
to email@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Who is working for you?
Your Insurer?
Your Agent?
Your Broker?

Doesn’t everyone need someone on
their side? At MGA Insurance Brokers,
we’ve got all your business needs covered.

Call TODAY for a quote.

1300 789 642

Please phone 9777 1000 for further information.
Nick Tobin
General Manager
Willoughby City Council
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31 Victor St Chatswood
www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au
TTY 9777 1053

MGA Insurance Brokers Pty Ltd
Level 1, Suite 19, 401 Pacific Highway
Artarmon NSW 2064
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ARMCHAIR RACER 1:32 Slot car centre

Quiz No 8: How much do you
know about the early history

Rear of 64 Dickson Avenue Artarmon P: 9906 5566
www.armchairracer.com.au
Open 7 days

of Artarmon Post Office?
1. Was the first post office opened in 1901, 1909

Everything you need from leading brands including

or 1918?.

Scalextric, Ninco, Carrera, SCX, SLOTit, MRRC and others.

2. What distance did the first postman travel to

Come In and try your skill on our track. With our cars

deliver the mail: 4, 8, 12 or 16 miles per day?

$8.00 per lane per ½ hr or $4.50 with your own car.

3. When was the first public telephone installed
in Artarmon: 1907, 1914 or 1921?
4. When was the first official post office build-

Facilities for birthday parties and corporate events.

ing completed: 1924, 1934 or 1944?
Answers on page 15.
Compiled by Marianne Nestor using a National
Trust library document: ‘Artarmon Post Office
History’, produced by The Director, Posts &
Telegraphs, GPO, Sydney.

✂

GIVE THE COMMUNITY A LOUDER VOICE - JOIN THE APA NOW
First name

Surname

2008 Membership

Mr/Mrs/Ms

$

Mr/Mrs/Ms

$

$10.00 for an individual in postcode 2064; $20.00 for 2 or more people
in a 2064 household or for individuals outside postcode 2064
Total (incl. GST):

$

Address:
Phone:
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Fax:

Email:

Cheque to Artarmon Progress Association
PO Box 540 Artarmon 1570

Non-resident owner or leaseholder:
Please deliver my Gazette by:
mail to above address, or

Electronic funds transfer to BSB: 062-104 Account no: 00900037
Account name: Artarmon Progress Association
Bank: CBA Artarmon. Please include your surname as Description in
your bank transfer, and mail this form to PO Box 540 Artarmon 1570.
Date of payment __ / __ / __

Address of Artarmon Property

email

Date: __ / __ / __
Privacy Statement: Information collected is for the exclusive
use of the Artarmon Progress Association. Information will not
be made available to any other organisation or individual.
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Willoughby Village
36 Douglas Avenue CHATSWOOD
www.willoughbyvillage.com.au Ph. 9417 3328
Secure, quality independent living units
available for over 55s in friendly village
Recently renovated facilities and units
Peaceful location overlooking beautiful Muston Park
Close to Chatswood amenities - 30m to bus stop
Adjacent accredited hostel for assisted living
Studio, 1br & large 2br units and townhouses
Suit singles and couples with varying needs
$100,000 to $350,000
(annual refund to you after two years residency)
Pensioner rental assistance for studio & 1br

WILLOUGHBY RETIREMENT COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
A not-for-proﬁt organisation

artarmon framing
CUSTOM FRAMING
Mounting • Laminating
Artwork Hanging Systems
Corporate Displays • Fairs
Art & Framing Consulting
Mirrors • Hire Frames
Vinyl Lettering & Signs
Art Restoration
Lynn & Bob Greaves • Tamara Gruzdev
94a Reserve Road, Artarmon
Ph: 9439 9992 • Fax: 9436 0264
Open: 8.30 - 5 M to F • 10 - 2 Sat.

ACN 001 838 777

Harmonic Dance
weaving the etheric

For information on classes, workshops
and performances please contact
Deborah Whitford.
Phone: 9411 4232 or 4784 3658
Email: deborah@harmonicstudies.org

THE ARTARMON CENTRE FOR
HARMONIC STUDIES
139 Artarmon Road, Artarmon

Artarmon GAZETTE Edition 41 - February 2008

Get in Front. Stay in Front.

Giving children a
brighter future
Professional tutoring in

Maths
Spelling
Reading
Grammar
Comprehension

Phone for a free assessment for your child

• Artarmon
• Frenchs Forest
• Mona Vale

9884 7744
9975 2000
9999 3469
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Help research Artarmon’s
shopping village
The history sub-committee of the Progress
Association recently discovered a series of
advertisements from issues of Artarmon
Gazettes published in the 1930s. Fascinating
aren’t they! They are a wonderful reminder of
a time in our history that no longer exists. If
you remember any of these businesses or have
a story to tell about shopping in Hampden
Road, we want to hear from you.

Get Involved
What do you remember about Artarmon businesses in the 30s, 40s, 50s, 60s, 70s, 80s and 90s?
•

What did they look like?

•

What did they sell?

•

What do you remember about the owners?

To contribute your recollections, please contact Marianne Nestor on 9419 3925 or email
nestor@bigpond.net.au. You can also submit your stories on paper or we can record your memories
via an interview. And of course photographs would be wonderful too.
To see the full set of 1930s photographs, visit the APA website at www.artarmonprogress.org.au
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Joan Bain remembers being lost in the bush in Onyx Road in the late 1920s.
This is an edited extract from a much larger interview Joan Bain had
with Marianne Nestor about her life in Artarmon.
My parents were married in 1921 and immediately moved into the house they built at
18 Onyx Road. I was born in 1922 at Nurse
Bartlett’s hospital in Robert Street.

As you can see from my drawing of the area,
there were very few houses in the street in the
early days, just numbers 12 to 24 on our side.
There was, however, a lot of dense bushland.
The creek to Flat Rock ran through the middle
of the street so Onyx Road was actually a dirt
track divided in two. The creek wasn’t very
wide or very deep but it had stepping stones
at the bottom so we could jump across it.
We actually ran across it as fast as we could
because we were scared that there could be
snakes lurking in the area. The creek was
converted into an open canal in the 1930s
but the road remained a dreadful track which
wasn’t concreted until 1948.
All the children in the street were great
friends. We were all much the same age
because our parents all purchased their blocks
at the same time and started their families
at the same time. As kids, we spent most of
our days playing in the bush across the road;
that was our playroom. We built our cubby
houses there from the ti trees. It was a very
safe environment and we could wander anywhere we liked around the district as long as
we came home on time. The only place we
couldn’t go on our own was to the reserve

Joan Bain’s map sketch of
Onyx Rd in the late 1920s

because our parents were worried that there
might be tramps
there. One of our
Joan Bain
favourite excursions was to the
quarry at the end of Burra Road (now the
Bowling Club) because it was a good place to
catch tadpoles.
I remember I had a friend in Sydney Street
and there was a track through the bush to
her place. She would come to play with me
and vice versa and our mothers would give
two rings on the phone when we set off and
report when we arrived. There was a water
hydrant near the track and one day it was left
open and flooded the track and so we were
lost and couldn’t see our way out. My friend’s
brother had to be sent out to look for we lost
‘babes in the woods’.
One other very strong memory I have of Onyx
Road was our Empire Day celebrations. It was a
half-day holiday from school and then we had
the biggest bonfire in the middle of the street.
Very happy days indeed!

Celebrate Heritage Week with Open House Walking Tour

WHICH HUE

by Marianne Nestor, APA Heritage Committee
Once again, as part of Heritage Week 2008, the Artarmon Progress Association, with the support of a
number of local residents, will open approximately six houses for inspection on Saturday, April 5.
The National Trust theme for 2007 is ‘Our Place’ and we will be focusing on Artarmon life yesterday, today and tomorrow by including a number of homes that are wonderful examples of
Federation and California Bungalow architecture and we will be including, for the first time, a
house which is adopting tomorrow’s ‘sustainable’ technologies.

Colour Consulting and
Interior Decorating
in Artarmon

think
outside

Information covering the history of each house and the significant architectural heritage and
renovation highlights will be available on this self-guided tour.

the
square

Bookings are essential: Be quick and book early as the Open House Tour has limited numbers. The cost is $7 per person or $5 per person if you are a member of the Artarmon Progress
Association. ALL TICKETS MUST BE BOOKED IN ADVANCE and identification is required when
collecting your tickets. The tour runs from 1.00pm to 4.00pm and departs from Artarmon Library,
2 Elizabeth St. Artarmon. Good walking shoes, a hat plus sunscreen are recommended.
We are sincerely grateful to Adrian Solti of Hometraders Real Estate for sponsoring the event and
to Neighbourhood Watch, Artarmon, for their assistance. And of course an enormous thank you
to the homeowners for their generosity in making their homes available for this event. Without
such support the tour would not be possible.

contact Margot McKay
t 9413 1058 m 0402 855 299

Over the last few years, the Open House Tour has received exceptional support from local residents and has proved to be a wonderful way to showcase our suburb’s history. Please do come
along and join in this celebration of our heritage and our suburb.

www.whichhue.com.au

We look forward to seeing you on the day!

Artarmon Progress Association
HERITAGE WEEK OPEN HOUSE TOUR
Saturday 5 April 2008 1 - 4pm • Departs Artarmon Branch Library, 2 Elizabeth St, Artarmon
For further information contact: Marianne Nestor 9419 3925
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL, PLEASE CONTACT:
SUSAN SMITH-MOORE:

9904 6776, 0418 661 138

SUSE@BIGPOND.NET.AU

MARGOT MCKAY:

9413 1058, 0402 855 299

MARGOT@WHICHHUE.COM.AU

COST:

$7 PER PERSON (APA MEMBERS $5) PAYABLE ON THE DAY. IDENTIFICATION IS REQUIRED.
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...feedback
The year has started with
a range of major issues.
State Government
Planning: I have called
for two reports on the
possible local impacts for
Stuart Coppock
and upon residents of the
City of S94 and planning
changes to be bought back to Council.
LEP: Willoughby’s new draft Local Environment
Plan in line with the State Government template
will be available for comment and approval by the
State Government in the first quarter of this year.
Councillors have been briefed on drafts and I
have been interested to ensure community expectations, as I understand them, are met when it
comes to our Ward.
Chatswood Interchange: The Interchange at
Chatswood was opened over the holiday period.
Access to and from the Railway Station and from
East CBD to West CBD is now by a concourse
under the railway line. While this means there
are now lifts at Chatswood and St Leonards, the
challenge is to get a lift at Artarmon. The State
Government’s assertion is that Artarmon Railway
Station does not have the passenger traffic to
warrant a lift! This is an issue which will required
some dogged tenacity during 2008.
Possible netball courts at Artarmon Reserve:
This issue has gone on notification to the residents of Burra Rd, as they will bear the impact
of the vehicular traffic generated by this proposal
should it go ahead. I would like to thank the

community members who made representations
in the notification period in late December. The
representations I have seen cover the issues well
and raise some very sensible matters. I will be
urging the Council to come and have a formal
look at the motor vehicle access issues and the
possible impact on the Reserve grounds.
I look forward to the Council Officer’s report
covering the issues and questions raised. In
my view this matter has a long way to go and
I am curious has to how the idea was generated to put netball on the Reserve. A football
coach has asked me why not them?
As someone who lives with the traffic impact of
netball every winter near Bicentennial Reserve, I
am very alive to the traffic this area generates and
ponder if netball has to be played at Artarmon
Reserve, why the Netball Association is not bussing players in from Small St.
Traffic Changes: Epping Rd has been reduced
to one lane in accordance with the Lane Cove
Tunnel plans. The impact of this on traffic within
Artarmon will become evident in early February.
How this flows on to an RTA approved LATM
scheme will be an issue to monitor with care in
the coming months. I will be watching this issue
closely as I have been for some years with the
assistance of APA members.
Two DA issues in the Artarmon industrial
area:: There is a DA in for a new concrete batching plant at 88 Reserve Road, which has been
called to a ward Inspection following a request.
The ABC site is likely to have an application submitted later this year, which will raise issues of offsetting green house gases in lieu of traffic issues.

This has the potential to be very interesting and
exciting if the proposal comes to fruition.
stuart.coppock@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Many thanks to all
those who supported
my Climate Change
Coalition candidacy
back in November. I was
most gratified by your
Barry Thompson response, even if I had
hoped that more might
be willing to use their vote to express concern
for climate issues. It seems ‘single issue’ parties
are often overlooked when a change of government is in the offing.
Local government elections will be a feature for
2008. I thought I might set down my views on
what I see as important issues:
Civic Place. Council’s officers are indicating
that competitive tenders are coming in at reasonable prices. Seems it is time for all to get
behind this project and assist its success by promoting it to all sections of our community.
Sustainability. Council’s second e-restore levy
for environmental programs runs out mid-year.
An expanded third stage program is under
development, with community feedback currently being sought (You should have received
a letter from Mayor Reilly in late January). I
hope and expect that ratepayers will be as
accepting of the new levy as they were of the
previous ones.

Quit smoking NOW with Nicorette®!
It’s that time of the year again with New Year’s Resolutions clear in
our minds. The staff of Nick Logan Pharmacist Advice want to help
you keep your resolutions with a Nicorette® loyalty program that will
have you saving money and will kick start your new healthy lifestyle.
Smoking is the largest preventable cause of death in Australia.
Quitting for life is possible, however, and is more likely if you use
nicotine replacement therapy such as Nicorette® patches, gum or
micro-tabs®.

We want to help you break your nicotine habit and stay smoke
free for good, so come in and see our trained and friendly staff
about which method is best suited to you. You’ll love our service and
we are OPEN 7 DAYS.
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96 Hampden Road, Artarmon
Phone 9419 6880 Fax 9419 6868
Email nloganpa@bigpond.net.au
www.pharmacistadvice.net.au
(Opposite Artarmon Station)
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...feedback
Traffic is the issue that has generated most heat
for me during my period as a councillor. It takes
many guises: vehicle speed, parking, loss of
amenity, active transport, local public transport,
air quality. The Lane Cove tunnel’s impacts seem
benign so far but that may change as the narrowing of Epping Rd is completed. Council-Cab
has been a success, though its users come from
a narrower section of the community than I had
hoped. Record levels of new car sales suggest
that traffic issues will only get worse, and so
Council will be forced into more local congestion-reducing strategies.
Health. Councils have always had a role in fostering the health of local communities. Currently,
responsibilities are blurred between State and
local authorities. With State ‘health’ issues mainly revolving around levels and quality of care in
our hospitals, perhaps there is a need for local
government to step up to the plate on issues of
preventative health, such as strategies for reducing obesity and levels of prescription drug use*.
Federal grant money may become available for
such initiatives. After all, a healthy community
requires healthy people. (*One physician recently
described regular pill-taking as ‘managed sickness’, in contrast to ‘wellness’).
Population density. The State government continues to mandate higher densities for population
for our inner suburbs. As I look at different parts
of inner Sydney, I see rising values and increased
amenity offsetting traditional concerns in many
areas. I believe we need to continue to look for
innovative ways to cater to increased numbers,
rather than resist change. Furthermore, ongoing
resistance may lead to loss of control at the local
government level (as our northern neighbours are
finding). This Gazette raises such an issue: how to
provide increased access to Artarmon Reserve for
sports without ruining the amenity of local streets
– it is a time for bold initiatives, as some residents
have proposed. Withdrawal of developer funding
for such initiatives, as proposed by the State government, does not make that challenge any easier!
If you have a view on any of these issues, or
others which you see as important, contact me
on barry.thompson@willoughby.nsw.gov.au; or
9412 1596 (phone/fax)

rate pegging and concessions in New
South Wales.” (my emphasis)
Happy New Year
Artarmon !
In November’s edition of the Gazette
I told you my neighbour Christine had
announced the arrival of
Kate Lamb
the Scrub Turkey below
Channel 9. Well this morning at 8.00am on my
walk through Artarmon Reserve, who should
strut out across the railway path not two
metres ahead of me but said turkey! I imagine
it won’t be long before Council starts getting
complaints from residents about these birds
“ruining their gardens” with their scratching &
nest making – can’t wait!
The impact of positioning NSW as “Open for
Business” is being felt keenly in local government.
We are experiencing a sustained and far reaching
erosion of local democratic process as the Iemma
government eagerly fosters the business of property development. As the Greens have brought
very much into focus, the property development
industry is the most generous contributor to
(major) political party campaign funds. The state
government’s overhaul of S94 (developers) contributions will prevent us from providing the infrastructure residents have come to expect and the
“Standard Template” for Local Environment Plans
(LEPs) reduces our capacity to protect and preserve
local environmental values along with our ability to
achieve (with community endorsement) a higher
level of environmentally sustainable development
(ESD) than the state government-prescribed / lowest common denominator approach (e.g. BASIX).
And as regards our funding base, the Productivity
Commission in its Draft report http://www.pc.gov.
au/study/localgovernment/docs/draftreport/keypoints has concluded that:
“A wide variety of legislative and regulatory restrictions are imposed by jurisdictions on the raising of ownsource revenue
by local government, although generally these do not appear to be significant
impediments to revenue raising in most
jurisdictions, with the exception of

Artarmon Medical Centre
92-94 HAMPDEN ROAD ARTARMON 2064

A recent seminar run by the Environmental
Defender’s Office (EDO) examined the latest raft
of the NSW government’s “Planning Reforms”.
It was great to see Progress Association reps
from Willoughby in attendance (Castlecrag &
West Ward). In fact there was good representation from the northside generally (Ku-ring-gai,
Hornsby and Pittwater) and especially good
to see that they are getting organised. That’s
about it for the good news though. Planners,
lawyers, academics & environmental activists
were joined by these (self described) ‘ordinary
folk’ giving voice to deep concerns about the
shutting down of public participation in NSW
planning processes. Following on from the
notorious Part 3A amendments last year, big
changes are proposed to:
•

The process of Plan Making (particularly
our LEPs)

•

Development Assessment (including
introduction of 3 levels of Planning Panels
(highly controversial where they have been
implemented e.g. in South Australia)

•

Exempt & complying development – to be
expanded to 50% of all developments (no
notifications & no qualitative criteria)

•

Private Certifier’s role extended to include
discretionary matters & possibly subdivisions.

See http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/
planning_reforms/p/improving_the_nsw_
planning_system_discussion_paper.pdf. The
EDO’s recommendations for the reforms can
be found at: http://www.edo.org.au/edonsw/
site/policy.php
Finally - about the Netball trial at Artarmon
Reserve - the proposal was introduced at a
Committee meeting late last year. Supported by
Barry, I moved to have the Council Officer’s report
circulated in the surrounding streets, inviting your
feedback. I thought it a bad idea at the time and
judging by what you have copied me in on – I’m
in good company!
Visit my blog - www.katelamb.blogspot.com or
email kate.lamb@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

PHYSIOTHERAPY

A personal, caring family practice for more than 29 years
- providing comprehensive and complete medical care
for you and your family.

For seventeen years,
Physiotherapist Ann
Liebert has run her
practice in Artarmon,
specialising in:

Artarmon’s only fully accredited General Practice
•
•
•
•
•
•

women’s health
men’s health
heart checks
immunisation
allergy treatment
paediatrics

Dr Douglas Hor
Dr Wendy Morgan
Dr Dennis Lewis-Enright
Dr Linda Calabresi
Dr Manjula Rajaratnam
Dr Evelyn Ong
Dr Irene Lee
Dr Dharmendra Vignendra

• Back pain
• Musculo-skeletal pain
• Sports injuries
• Occupational-related pain
• Neck headaches

To feel your best, talk to one of the friendly GPs for the right advice.

ANN LIEBERT
&
JACKIE WALKER

Phone 9411 5858 • 9419 8448

Physiotherapists
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SUITE 6
110 HAMPDEN ROAD
ARTARMON
PH :

FAX :

9419 3404
9419 2880
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Craftsmen Ofﬁce Interiors NSW Pty Ltd
The Enterprise Centre
1/78 Reserve Road
Artarmon NSW 2064
ph: 02 9906 6177
fax: 02 9906 4192
website: www.craftsmeninteriors.com.au
accounts/admin: admin@craftsmeninteriors.com.au

history

Craftsmen Ofﬁce Interiors NSW Pty Ltd moved into the Artarmon area (Cleg Street) in 1992. We
made the choice of Artarmon due to the close proximity to the city and north shore, as well as the
Artarmon area’s great village, public transport, parks, plenty of trees and great plans for the suburb’s
future. We purchased a property in Reserve Road (The Enterprise Centre) in 2000, in one of
the new industrial/commercial estates that have been established in Artarmon and have brought a
wide range of businesses to the area. The Progress Association, local members and businesses are
contributing greatly to Artarmon and we are proud to be part of this.

company

Craftsmen Ofﬁce Interiors NSW Pty Ltd was established in 1990, originally from Melbourne. We
specialise in Commercial Ofﬁce Interiors, construction and project management; we have a large
experienced team of 25 people and a wide base of customers. We service and maintain numerous
businesses in Artarmon, and also utilise the services of businesses in Artarmon.
If you require quotations or ideas on your existing ofﬁce ﬁt-outs please contact one of the persons below.

contact details

Craig Learmonth

Karl Mofﬁtt

0418 673 401

0412 977 426

0418 976 779

craig@craftsmeninteriors.com.au

karlm@craftsmeninteriors.com.au

paul@craftsmeninteriors.com.au

Sustainability Street News
By now Willoughby ratepayers will have
received a letter from Council about the
e-restore program and detailing moves by
Council to attain greenhouse gas (GHG)
reductions of 50% by 2010 for its operations.
This target, although aggressive, looks very
achievable. Council is also working with
local businesses to assist them to reduce their
carbon footprint, and is also encouraging
households to work towards a target of
30% GHG reduction by 2015. Whatever
our opinions are on the reality and pace of
climate change, there is no doubt fossil fuel
resources are depleting, and we need to find
other (hopefully less polluting) energy sources.
Another Council initiative is its Sustainability
Charter, adopted last September and available
from the Council office, branch libraries and
the Council website. This is worth a look; it is
very comprehensive and far-reaching.
Are we changing our personal attitudes
and habits to be more sustainable? Council
is conducting energy audits on selected
households, looking at power and water
usage and encouraging householders to look
at ways to reduce them. The results will be
used to build an overall picture of water and
energy usage in our area, and assist Council
to fine-tune its sustainability programs.
Sydney Water recently mailed out a guide
to household water usage with its invoices
– how did you rate against the standard usage
pattern? The Council audit will involve only a
small percentage of households, but we can

12

Paul Rowe

by Stuart Sexton

all look at our past power and water bills to
see if we are managing to reduce our usage.
Council’s current e-restore program will finish
in June 2008, and Council’s letter lists in detail
the initiatives and activities carried out under
the program. Willoughby is one of the most
active Councils in areas of sustainability and
environmental management, and supports
many community-based volunteer groups
such as Sustainability Street and Bushcare.
Council is seeking to increase the e.restore
levy to enable continuation and expansion
of its sustainability work, and residents are
invited to a public forum on Wednesday 20
February at 6:30pm at the Dougherty Centre,
7 Victor Street, Chatswood to discuss the
environmental levy. If you are unable to
attend the meeting, Council would be happy
to receive your feedback by mail or email
(addresses in the letter). Everyone is urged
to put their views forward to Council about
the levy, which is crucial for the Council’s
environmental work as well as for us,
community volunteers and residents all.
No-Dig Garden Update

own gardens or pots. The compost bin is
already proving its worth providing us with
compost to keep the garden nourished.
We have noticed that the shade from the
overhanging camphor laurel tree has slowed
the growth of some plants, but at least the
frequent rain showers are keeping the garden
moist, so the Sustainability Street volunteers
do not have a lot of watering to do. Everyone
is invited to assist; there is a roster book in the
Library where you can enter your name and
contact details, and you will be contacted to
arrange dates and times.
Our planning for this year’s Sustainability
Street agenda of meetings and activities is
well under way, and should be complete
by the end of January. Our first meeting for
the year will be in February (date and time
not confirmed at time of writing). If you
are already on the Sustainability Street mailing list, you will receive details when they
are finalised. If you want any more information about Sustainability Street and our
activities, please contact the convenor, Stuart
Sexton, on 0432 809 005, or by email at
stuart.sexton@bigpond.com.

Our sustainable garden at the Artarmon
Library is continuing
to bloom, and gives
us an opportunity to
see flowering shrubs,
vegetables and herbs
that often do not get the
chance to flower in our
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9884 9006

T
E support@byon.com.au

Local! Quality! Quick!

All Computers

• Sales / Repairs / Upgrade
• Data Backup / Cleanup / Dust Removal

Home/Ofﬁce Wireless Network

• Share Internet & Printer Wirelessly
• Broadband Internet Setup

On-site Service Only $99* (Save $30)
Pickup/Delivery Also Available

Our Promise: No Fix, No Fee!
1 Month Service Warranty!
* Limited to one item

B1/130 Hampden Rd (Cnr. Francis Rd) Artarmon

Optometrist
Artarmon Vision Specialists
Optometrist • spectacles • sunglasses
Stuart Schipp - Opt. Dispenser
Roland Tan - B.Optom. UNSW
122 Hampden Rd, Artarmon
Mon-Fri: 9am-6pm
Saturday: 9am-12.30pm
Closed Wednesdays
9412 3757
Free Eye exams
(medicare conditions apply)

Do’s and Don’ts for late summer gardens
By Mollie Shelley
As I write it is cloudy and drizzly. We’ve had some
wonderful rain this summer and the gardens are
showing their appreciation. Many of my plants
are showing an excess of exuberance requiring
discreet use of secateurs to keep pathways navigable. Some of the garden pests have declared a
free-for-all. The trick is to manage them in environmentally sound ways. Pick off the caterpillars
by hand. Full cream milk, one part to nine parts
of water, is a useful deterrent, but not a cure, for
powdery mildew. Spray the undersides of leaves
of plants like begonias that are subject to it. I’ve
used it, with partial success, for plants that get
rust pustules under the leaves. I’ve managed to
prevent fuchsias and some pelargoniums (geraniums) from becoming too damaged by fortnightly
spraying with milk solution.
Snails and slugs are taking advantage of the
season. Stale beer or thick soapy water in containers at ground level giving easy access to
these marauders is one solution. Another is to
mulch thickly with a dry mulch such as sugar
cane, tea tree or sawdust. The little beasties
won’t cross anything that is going to stick to
them. Give the plants an extra dressing of a
nitrogenous fertiliser to compensate for those
mulches. This is a great time to mulch gardens
to preserve moisture. There is no guarantee
that we won’t have another dry winter.
Many trees and shrubs are sharing the lushness and fecundity. Don’t be tempted to
unnecessarily prune your camellias, trim your
sasanqua hedge or your flowering fruit trees.
You will probably be cutting off the buds that
will bring you a burst of flowers from autumn
into spring. The time to do this is immediately
after they have flowered.
This is the best time to take cuttings of many
plants. As you cut back your pelargoniums,
fuchsias, perennial coleus, begonias, or other
soft wooded plants keep a few healthy pieces.
Insert them in a sandy medium, perhaps with
some perlite added, so that you’ll have some
good little plants for next summer.

Cartoon by
Wendy Bishop
We are being urged to grow more of our own
food plants. The veggie garden has become
fashionable again! Along with this resurgence
have come offerings from the seed and plant
specialists of new varieties designed for growing in pots and small gardens. I have found
them very successful, particularly lettuce, silver
beet, baby spinach, baby carrots and of course
the various herbs. I recommend them as being
not only good for your health, but planting
them, caring for them, and finally picking them
is a happy and stress-relieving occupation.
The last word is for the agapanthus. They’ve put
on a wonderful display this summer; after the
flowers, the long stalks with their green seed
heads are sculptural BUT please cut those stalks
off as they dry out and the seed heads turn
black. There are enough of them planted along
our footpaths now for them to become an environmental nightmare for our bush regenerators.
PERMACULTURE NORTH meets 3rd Monday evening
each month in Lindﬁeld. Contact 1300 887 145 or
info@permaculturenorth.org.au.

Looking For A Good Dentist on the North Shore?
(A Complete Family and Cosmetic Dentist - With That Gentle Touch...?)

Here’s 8 Good Reasons to Call Us Today:
1. Same day fast relief emergency Treatment. We promise to be gentle and considerate and use the
best of care and techniques to give you a pleasant and pain free experience every time. Happy Gas always
available to help you relax.
2. Extended hours from 8am. Open Saturday + Thursday nights for your convenience - and we won’t keep you
waiting.
3. White ﬁllings and biocompatible, durable ceramic restorations. Non drug headache treatments + Anti-snoring
appliances also available.
4. Complete family Dentistry. Kids always welcomed. Check out our kids corner.
5. Aﬀordable Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry - Easily improve your smile and enjoy strong and permanent,
non removable teeth replacements that gives you immediate comfort and conﬁdence with a natural smile and function.
6. No More Loose and Sore Dentures with One Visit Mini-Implants. Enjoy that apple or steak, today, and
smile with real conﬁdence again.
7. Sleep Sedation Dentistry by a qualiﬁed Anaesthetist using Intravenous Sedation or General Anaesthetic.
8. Bad Breath Elimination Therapy - Never be embarrassed again with these simple eﬀective treatments.

Call Us Now On 9419-7484 For An Appointment.
www.ArtarmonFineDental.com
Suite 1, Level 1, 80 Hampden Rd Artarmon
(just above Commonwealth Bank)
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People of influence:
Fiona Smee with Glenda Hewitt for the Gazette
Fiona Smee is 21. She could be caught up in
socialising through technology but instead she
is constantly challenging herself as a leader.
Rather than spending her time texting or on
the internet Fiona is a Guide leader who gives
her time to the mission of Girl Guides Australia:
helping girls grow into confident, self-respecting, responsible community members. Currently
she is concerned that a 76 year Artarmon
tradition of Guides may come to an end if new
adults don’t come forward to assist.
How did you become a Guide leader?
I started Guides when I was seven and did it
right through school until my HSC year when
I had a break to concentrate on my studies.
Then I spent another year in Belgium as a
Rotary Exchange Student. When I arrived back
in Australia to start my uni studies, one of the
people in Guides rang me and asked if I’d consider being a leader. I took it on and I love it.
What are you studying?
It’s an arts course majoring in film and cultural
studies at the University of Sydney. This is my
third year. And no, I don’t know what I want
to do when I finish but I’ve found that things
tend to fall into place and opportunities and
ideas tend to come up in unexpected places.
This year, I’m doing heritage studies and an
anthropology subject.
Studying, working and Guides, that
doesn’t give you a lot of spare time?
No, but it gives me a lot of networks and I
really love working with children and having the opportunity to constantly challenge
myself. For example, last year the girls in my
Guide unit decided they wanted to go on a
horse riding camp. It wasn’t something I had
much knowledge about so it meant being
resourceful enough to reach out to others
and find out the information before putting
together the logistics that would make it
happen. It was interesting at the time as it
occurred when equine flu had placed restrictions on horse movements. But I got it off the
ground and it happened and parents subsequently let me know that their children really
enjoyed the experience.
What makes someone want to be a Guide?
It’s funny because people have this odd stereotype of Guides in their heads that’s far from
true. The girls who join like the opportunity to do
things they might not otherwise have a chance to
do. Like going camping for example; or horse riding, or archery. You name it and Guides can provide the means. For example one of the parents
told me that her daughter chose to continue with
Guides rather than ballet because “with ballet
you just do ballet, but with Guides you do lots of
different things” and that just about sums it up!
What do you get out of it?
I don’t think of it that way. Last weekend I went to
a leaders camp with 105 other people and spent
three days cycling around North Stradbroke Island
and learning new ideas from other leaders. It’s
something that gives me back as much as I put in.
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How do you come up with activities?
Surely you must run out of ideas?
As a leader I’m not on my own. We base our
program on what the girls want by asking
them at the end of each term and also doing
an evaluation. Then of course you share the
ideas with other leaders and they share their
ideas. It’s only as limited as you let it be!
There’s hardly anything that we won’t do.
You had a background in guiding,
what about someone who might
want to become involved but who
had no guiding background?
There are obviously some checkpoints, like it is
necessary to undergo a ‘Working with Children
Check’ but really the Guide leader just needs
enthusiasm and willingness and to love working
with children. Each new leader gets assigned
a guiding partner and you just work your way
through training over time. You are never on
your own as there are always two adults present
when you are doing activities with the girls, and
there is a leadership journal that provides a structured way of assisting with the training process.
Everyone has different skills so potential
Guide leaders might think they don’t know
enough to take on a Guide leadership role?
People who are interested in being involved and
who haven’t been exposed to Guides shouldn’t
see that as an inhibitor. We’re all still learning!
With all the specific activities say, canoeing, you’d
take the girls to the Guides site at Cabarita where
Guides has a water activity centre and other people who have the qualifications would come along
and teach the girls (and you if you want!). Plus
there’s a leadership journal that you work through
to get your leader qualifications. A friend of mine
in Guides is interested in archery. She’s never done
it before so she is going to do the Guide archery
training. That’s the sort of challenge and opportunity that works for everyone.
You’re studying. Don’t you find Guides
time consuming and a distraction?
You know what, everything is time consuming. That’s an excuse, not a reason. Yes,
there’s planning involved and time involved
but ultimately it’s very rewarding.
What do your friends outside Guides
think about what you do?
Guides is a great social network and my
friends outside guides are always interested
in hearing what I’ve been up to. Secretly I
suspect they’re a bit envious of some of the
activities I get involved in.
How would someone who hasn’t done something like this before, get involved?
The best thing is to call Guide House in the city
and have a chat. They will make sure the information comes back to the local region. Age isn’t
really an issue either. Everyone adds something
different to it and it’s this diversity that’s important
to making it work. It’s not about age, race or religion; it’s about having a commitment to helping
girls develop into fine people and using the Guide

Fiona Smee

Is this you?
Are you a woman aged 18 years or
over who has a love of life, and the
enthusiasm to help girls and young
women achieve their maximum potential
by becoming a Guides leader?
No prior Guiding experience is necessary,
with Guides Australia training courses
providing the skills required to become
a leader of youth or adults.
http://www.guidesnsw.org.au/default.asp
programs and activities to assist in doing this.
Any woman aged 18 years or over who has a
love of life, and the enthusiasm to help girls
and young women achieve their maximum
potential, can volunteer to be a leader.
How many girls in the Artarmon unit?
In junior Guides there are 6 girls aged
between 7 and 11. However in the past two
days I’ve had two inquiries. There’s about
twenty in the older group. It’s not hard finding
girls who are interested, the trick is finding
adults who have the time to assist. Parents
are good with helping but you need to have a
leader who is the link from week to week.
Guides started this year on 11 February and
this year we will be running the junior unit with
the help of the parents for the first term, but
after that it will depend on whether anyone
steps forward to be the leader. Willingness and
enthusiasm are all that’s needed.

What do Guides do?
Guides try a wide range of activities, appropriate
to their age and abilities. The girls decide, plan,
participate in and evaluate their program which
is facilitated by an accredited trained adult
volunteer leader.
The girls belong to a local Unit, which is divided
into two or more small Patrol groups. Through
their Patrol activities, the Guides gain skills in
communication, teamwork, decision making and
leadership, which help prepare them for life.
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Quiz No 8 Answers
Questions on page 6

1. 1909. James Hall, storekeeper, was appointed
first postmaster on 1st December 1909 and

St. Vincent de Paul Society shop @ Artarmon is now
selling 20 kg Bulk Bags of good quality, clean and
sorted Wiper Cloths (Rags) @ $40.00 per bag.
Cheaper price for two or more bags.
WE CAN ARRANGE FREE LOCAL
DELIVERY 5 DAYS A WEEK.

Please call Ann or Rod on 9411 4570.

Your Support Helps Us To Help People Grow

Talking 2064
According to the Northside Courier
of 22 November 2007, our very own
Ross Dickson from Hair on Wilkes is a 24
year old ‘saloon’ owner... now that’s surely
getting in early for the proposed new State
liquor licensing laws....
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the post office was conducted in his store. The
postal salary was 12 pounds per annum.
2. 12 miles. A deputation from the Artarmon
Progress Association stated that the beat
included Victoria Avenue to Mowbray Road, to
Howard Street, then the whole of Artarmon,
then “Struggle Town”, then over to Longueville
Road, and finally to the Great Northern Hotel.
3. 1907 at Artarmon Railway Station.
4. 1924 and at the same time the status of the
office was raised to that of official post office.

Scrub turkey sightings (see Kate Lamb’s
column) are coming in from as far afield as
the Reserve, Burra Rd, and even Wilkes Ave
– maybe the no-dig garden outside the library
will be dug over before too long!!
Overheard in the library: “Suzanne, you
have a lot of crime (fiction) in here – what does
that say about Artarmon readers?”
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real estate news
By Adrian Solti, Principal, Home Traders Real Estate

What is happening to Artarmon house prices?
Recent media reports showing a drop in median
house prices have caused concern to some local
residents.
In 2007, of the 37 house sales in Artarmon, eight
properties sold for over $2M, lifting the average
house price in the area to $1.59M with the median
price being $1.31M. These ﬁgures are constantly
monitored and recorded by our oﬃce, with the majority of sales being through Home Traders.

Artarmon house prices (%) 2005-2007
$500,000 - $1 mil
$1 mil - $1.5 mil
$1.5 mil - $2 mil
over $2 mil
volume of sales
average price

2005

2006

2007

20%
63%
14%
3%

32%
53%
12%
3%

10%
46%
22%
22%

35

34

37

$1.196m

$1.167m

$1.590m

The statistics regarding house sales released by
market share
Australian Property Monitors (APM) in the annual
by hometraders
66%
73%
76%
Property by Numbers survey of house prices, as
published in the Australian Financial Review of Source: Figures taken from actual sales through our office and follow up of other agency sales
28 December 2007 are, to say the least, inaccurate.
Firstly, their ﬁgures include townhouses and commercial sales. Secondly, some ﬁgures are duplicated and
some prices incorrectly recorded.
APM’s website now has more up to date ﬁgures than those published in recent media reports. These updated ﬁgures show the median house price in the 6 months to December 2007 at $1.551M. This revision is
an interesting 48% increase from the 6 months to June 2007 median of $1.05M, with a long term trend in
values increasing by 8.9%.
Much of the negative hype of real estate prices falling can be attributed to the election in November, which
was timed with yet another interest rate rise for the year. Many buyers were a little cautious in December
waiting to see what the new government had in store coupled with another looming rate rise. A ripple
eﬀect from the US mortgage crisis has also been cause for indecision amongst some borrowers. This hesitation only lasted until the end of 2007, with the start of 2008 showing a large improvement in buyer interest
for all properties in the area. Speaking with buyers looking for property, they are taking into account the possibility of increased loan repayments in the future and still seeing value in the local market. This is another
fortunate aspect of Artarmon, being seen as a desirable location to live and invest in property. First home
buyers and investors are still being drawn here, despite what the media has to say, showing that they are
educated through what is actually happening with property sales, not what is being (mis)reported by those
not knowing the market as intimately as we here at Home Traders.
Disclaimer: The information and ﬁgures on this page have been compiled from information provided to us by our principals and third parties. We have not
independently checked any of that information which we merely pass on. We make no comment on and give no warranty to the accuracy of the information
contained herein which does not constitute all of or any part of any oﬀer or contract. Prospective Purchasers/Lessees must rely on their own enquiries.

www.hometraders.com.au

9411 7299
110 Hampden Rd, Artarmon

