
Edition 39
August 2007

GAZETTE
artarmon

N e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  A r t a r m o n  P r o g r e s s  A s s o c i a t i o n

www.artarmonprogress.org.au

APA Public Information Meeting & AGM: 3 talks on Water, Heritage & Vision 
Tuesday 28th August 8pm Artarmon Library - more on page 2

Cameron Avenue West – 
What happened to my road?
By Robert Newman, Traffic Representative, APA Executive

Continues on page 3

Imagine you are driving to work and sud-
denly you find the road you drive down 
every day has been closed off. Your first 
thought is likely to be – “Why didn’t any-
one tell me?” followed closely by “Why 
would council do that?”

Readers who live on the eastern side of the 
station would have noticed that “Cameron 
Avenue West” (CAW) has been closed at 
the Tindale Rd intersection to traffic enter-
ing from Elizabeth St. Like most people, 
the first the APA heard of the closure was 
when the barricades went up.

So what’s going on?

Willoughby has a Traffic Committee (TC) 
that meets monthly to discuss and address 
traffic issues raised by Council and constitu-
ents within the area. The agenda and min-
utes of these meetings are available from 
the council website.

The TC is not a Committee of WCC but a 
Technical Committee of the RTA and com-
prises representatives of the NSW Police 
Service, the RTA, the Local State Member of 
Parliament (for the location of the issue to 

be voted upon) and WCC. 
Council has no power over 
roads that are responsibil-
ity of the RTA, and in fact 
one may suspect that the 
RTA doesn’t even need 
to advise the TC of any 
changes to RTA roads in 
the area (but currently 
does). Council has been 
delegated certain powers, 
from the RTA, with regard 
to traffic matters upon 

its local roads. A 
condition of 

this delega-
tion is that 
Council 
must take 

into account 
the TC recom-

mendations.

Council had received a 
number of requests back 
in 2006 for the informal 
path on the traffic island 
to be concreted, and 
Council Officers had also 
expressed concerns about 
pedestrian safety in the 
area. As a result, planned 
changes to the intersec-
tion were presented in 
November at the TC 
meeting. These original 

plans had pedestrian movement from the 
south side of Cameron Ave, to “The Island”, 
to the southern end of a proposed new 
traffic island then to the western side of 
Elizabeth St (see graphic). The RTA advised 
that the plans were not in accordance with 
their safety standards and was concerned 
about the number of pedestrians who 
move between the corner/bend between 
Elizabeth St and Tindale Rd across CAW, cars 
that use “The Island” as a turn-around bay 
when dropping people at the Kiss & Ride 
at the station, and the gap in the proposed 
traffic island to allow northbound vehicles on 
Elizabeth St to turn into CAW.

A check of the TC minutes from the May 16 
meeting reveals that the CAW issue was 
raised in General Business i.e. not on the 
agenda. It was recommended that a six week 
trial closure of the u-turn bay in Tindale Rd at 
Elizabeth St be implemented. As a result, the 
barriers were erected to see what feedback 
would come from the community, with the 
thought of replanning the traffic (both pedes-
trian and vehicle) through this area. WCC also 
considered that they may have to take the 
point off the southern end of “The Island” 
to improve access to Cameron Ave from 
Elizabeth St if CAW was to become a perma-
nent closure in the future.

James Brocklebank, WCC Transport Group 
Coordinator, was invited to attend the July 
APA Executive Meeting. James confirmed 
that the trial closure has caused some con-
troversy, and that he had received feedback 
from a number of residents and groups 
about the corner. This included feedback 
from the Artarmon Sustainability Street 
group, which referred to its previous sub-
mission to the Artarmon Library Masterplan, 
and suggested that any developments 
“improve access and safety for pedestrians...
reduce traffic speeds along Elizabeth St past 
Wilkes Ave and the Library... (and) provide 
high quality access for cyclists, ...prams and 
wheelchairs to and through this area”.

Do you have 
suggestions for the 

CAW intersection? If so, 
email sec@artarmonprogress.org.au. 

The APA Committee would like your 
feedback and will continue to 
consult with Council on behalf 

of the community.

Photo: the trial closure at Cameron Ave West
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Editorial
In early June 2007, residents were horrified to find a group of trees along Broughton Road, on the 
George Place corner, were being removed. The trees were a vital natural barrier between the indus-
trial area on the southern side of Broughton Rd, and the residential area along the northern side.

A Development Application submitted by the tenant in 2005 noted “The subject property whilst 
being adjacent to residential development on 2 sides is heavily landscaped on 3 boundaries and is 
largely invisible to the Broughton Rd frontage. All areas of landscaping will be retained and main-
tained in the appropriate manner”.

Subsequently, the tenant applied for the removal of the trees citing roof damage and flooding in 
recent storms, and the need for repairs to be carried out on the building. Council inspected the 
site, and granted consent to remove 10 trees, with replacement planting to take place. 

The residents who contacted the APA for assistance in this matter were not members, but APA 
has assisted in liaising with Council and in having the matter resolved as satisfactorily as possible. 

The objectives of the APA, as laid out in the Constitution, are “to promote the welfare, physical 
and intellectual advancement of the suburb of Artarmon..., to protect the interests of the resi-
dents and to encourage a keener spirit of citizenship and mutual help among such residents.”

To continue to do this work, however, the APA needs volunteers to get involved at all levels – in 
the Committee proper, in sub-committees such as those for the Fair or for Youth, and in the 
Gazette. With the AGM coming up, why not think about whether you have some time to give to 
the community and to one of the many APA initiatives which will mean we can continue to assist 
everyone – members or not.

Anne Weinert 
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au

The APA remembers Michael Haynes
Michael Haynes, a member of the Gazette Committee for several years, died in June 2007.

Michael wrote our much loved ‘Quiz’ for the last 6 issues of the Gazette, as well as the questions 
for the APA Quiz at this year’s Heritage Fair.

As Michael lived in Chelmsford Ave, which has straddled a number of different districts in 
relation to Progress Associations, Neighbourhood Watch and the like, he was involved with many 
different groups. Our thoughts and prayers are with Annette and family.

Public Information 
Meeting & AGM
Tuesday 28 August 2007, 

8.00 – 10.00pm
Artarmon Library, Elizabeth Street

1. Artarmon Water Harvesting and Reuse Scheme
Sue Stanford from WCC will present this proposed project at Artarmon Reserve 
which involves a mini wetland.

2. Artarmon Heritage Project
Gil Davis and Marianne Nestor present their plans for recording and publishing 
Artarmon’s history.

3. Artarmon Future Vision
Gil Davis has some interesting ideas for a future Artarmon, such as a village 
green for Elizabeth St, and APA has invited him to present these in order to 
initiate some Community discussion.

4. Artarmon Progress Association Annual General Meeting
• Minutes from previous AGM

• Committee Reports 

• Member Questions

• Election of Committee

Please join us for the meeting and refreshments after!
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President’s Report by Michael Dawes

Michael Dawes

Last year at our AGM, the APA was fortunate 
that a number of young people were prepared 
to join the Committee. Amongst their number 
was Ross Dickson who was keen to see more 
activities available to youth in the area. As 
a result, APA agreed to the formation of a 
Youth portfolio and thanks to the energies 
of Ross and others we were able to conduct 
Artarmon Star Search, which was greatly 
enjoyed by both performers and audience, at 
this year’s Fair. Ross would like to encourage 
other young people to get involved with a 
sub-committee so that activities for youth in 
Artarmon can be further expanded (see box 
below). APA already has sub-committees for 
the Gazette and Heritage and later this year, 
in order to prepare for an even bigger Fair 
in its fifth year in 2008, we will be forming 
a Fair sub-committee. The idea of sub-com-
mittees is to allow more people with interests 
and/or skills in particular areas to become 
involved and help spread the load. So if you 
would like to join a sub-Committee or our 
General Committee, which is always look-
ing for new recruits, then please let us know 
by either attending our AGM or by email to 
pres@artarmonprogress.org.au.

It was great to meet Dr Haydn Washington, 
recently appointed Director of Sustainability 
at Willoughby City Council (WCC), at our 
last public meeting and to hear of his plans. 
WCC is to be commended on their initiative to 
appoint a person of Dr Washington’s calibre. 
This is another area that APA could be involved 
with if we had the numbers by organising 
events like “Second Hand Saturday”.

This year, APA and Neighbourhood Watch will 
each be donating $2,000 to WCC for the con-
struction of a picnic table adjacent to the new 
BBQ at the Artarmon Reserve playground. We 
are hoping to make further donations to WCC 
next year to fund similar items at the recently 
revamped Wickham Park in White St on the 
west side.

APA is continuing to push for improvements at 
the Pacific Hwy / Mowbray Rd intersection. We 
are still concerned that the lane reductions on 
Epping Rd to be implemented as part of the 
Lane Cove Tunnel contract may have a nega-

tive impact on traffic 
through Artarmon. 
We continue to be 
frustrated by a lack 
of response from the 
State Government to 
our suggestions made 
nearly 18 months ago. 
The arrogance of this 
Government never 
ceases to amaze me 
and whilst we have 
tried to remain apoliti-
cal regarding this, our patience is wearing thin.

This will be my last report as President and I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank 
those people involved with the APA’s activi-
ties during the past three years for their great 
work in achieving some wonderful outcomes 
for Artarmon. In particular, may I thank our 
Editor, Anne Weinert and her team for the 
production of the Gazette, which is now regu-
larly running at 16 pages, and the advertisers 
for their support. This work contributes to the 
great sense of community that we are fortu-
nate to enjoy in Artarmon. 

• Cleland Park - APA has been asked 
to comment and provide suggestions 
for an upgrade of Cleland Park. This 
park is on the corner of Barton and 
Hampden Roads. APA has submitted 
some ideas, but if anyone has sugges-
tions, please contact Council or email 
sec@artarmonprogress.org.au.

• ‘Bid For A Baker’/ September 
BBQ - APA, in conjunction with 
Neighbourhood Watch, will be hold-
ing a BBQ Fundraiser on Sunday 
September 16. Mark this date in 
your diary now! The day will mark 
the official opening of the new BBQ 
at Artarmon Reserve. APA and NW 
have contributed to some new seating 
in the area, and funds raised will go 
towards more community projects.

• Fair 2008 - APA has received a grant 
from WCC for the Artarmon Talent 
Quest to be held at the 2008 Fair. The 
grant will help cover increasing costs to 
ensure the Fair’s 5th Birthday is bigger 
and better than ever.

• Artarmon Reserve Mini-Wetlands 
and Stormwater Harvesting - APA 
has supported Council’s request for 
this project. The proposal is that 
water from the stormwater channel 
be harvested and filtered, then used 
to irrigate the heavily used Artarmon 
Oval. It will also improve the aesthetics 
of the area. Council is also looking to 
introduce native fish to the sedimenta-
tion ponds to avoid possible mosquito 
plagues come warmer weather.

• Charity collectors at Artarmon Station 
APA has been instrumental in having 
charity collectors relocated from the stairs 
of Artarmon Station. Their presence was 
becoming a regular obstruction to rail 
commuters and residents trying to cross 
to the shops. Collectors do require a per-
mit to be present on State Rail land. State 
Rail has agreed to monitor the situation.

APA 
Happenings

Would you like 
to help on the 

Youth sub-committee 
of the APA and assist 

with projects for youth 
in postcode 2064? If you 

are at least 18, and a 
resident of Artarmon, 

get involved! 

For more information, 
contact Ross Dickson 

at Hair on Wilkes 
on 9419 8886.

Cameron Avenue West
Continued from page 1

Possible “solutions” for the corner which were 
discussed at the APA meeting include: 

• Option A – join “The Island” to the cor-
ner of Elizabeth St and Tindale Rd and 
take the point off “The Island” to facili-
tate turning of south bound traffic from 
Elizabeth St into Tindale Rd.

• Option B – join “The Island” to the corner 
of Elizabeth St and Cameron Ave and make 
Tindale Rd give way to Cameron Ave.

• Option C – make CAW one way east-
bound, and Tindale Rd (south of Cameron 

Ave) one way southbound, thus keeping the 
turning bay in relatively the same position.

The APA Committee believes that any solution 
for this area needs to address the require-
ments of:

• pedestrians walking to the station
• travellers being dropped/collected at the 

station – ie. retention of the Kiss & Ride 
facility

• residents driving through the area
• shoppers wishing to park near the 

Artarmon shops
• the taxi rank. 

At the same time, we also need to consider any 
longer term issues for the area. Gil Davis, for-
merly of HomeTraders, has, for example, long 
held a vision for this whole area down to the 
end of the library to be turned into a ‘Village 
Green’ and community open space. “The com-
munity might like to think about the fact that 
the Council plans to build a new library on the 
existing site in the medium term. In looking at 
solutions for this corner, it would be a shame 
for the Council to spend money on works 
which would make them reluctant, or it impos-
sible, to consider other options for this area in 
the longer tem”, Gil said. 
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A young man returned to his hometown 
from working in California. Over there he had 
learned to dance – ballroom and latin – at a 
very successful venue dedicated to social dance 
parties and dance lessons. In Sydney, there 
were plenty of places to learn but nowhere 
similar to go dancing. He missed dancing!

Over Christmas 2004, the man and his mother 
formulated the idea of the Firefly Dance Club 
in Sydney and set out to bring their dream to 
fruition. The project grew and the two kept 
learning, persevering, adapting to the ups and 
downs. With minimal dance knowledge and 
no prior experience running a business, but 
lots of ideas and corporate skills, they sought 
out others who were inspired by the excite-
ment of their dream. 

Now, they have a studio in Artarmon, have 
trained some fabulous and very talented people 
as instructors, and have a venue for what will be 
Sydney’s largest private ballroom in Artarmon. 
Construction will be underway soon, and an 
“ugly ducking” of a building will be turned into 
a magical and sophisticated dance environment.

The Firefly Dance Club was incorporated 
in April 2005 with two Directors. Ann 
Jenkins (Managing Director) has a corporate 
background in senior positions in Human 
Resources and Organisation Development 
and Julian Jenkins (Technical Director) is an 
engineer with overseas experience in start-up 
companies and the expertise to manage the 
technical aspects of the business. 

The Firefly Dance Club is modelled on the 
highly successful Starlite Dance Club in 
Sunnyvale, California where the demograph-

ics are similar to Sydney’s North 
Shore. Starlite is the USA’s 3rd 
biggest dance club and has been 
operating for 14 years. While 
there is no connection between 
the two companies, the owner 
of Starlite has been generous in 
sharing his operating model and 
experience. The Firefly Dance 
Club has also retained the serv-
ices of one of California’s leading 
dance studio consultants.

Why Artarmon?

• A really varied environ-
ment, so we cover the 
Artarmon residential com-
munity, industrial area, 
hospital, St Leonards office 
area, TAFE College and in 
future the new Technology 
Park - all within about a 
10 minute walk - and then 
the circle around including 
North Sydney, Chatswood, 
Willoughby, Lane Cove. 

• The right mix and demograph-
ics - a good mix of youngish 
professionals without family 
responsibilities, baby boomers 
looking for shared activities 
and retirees with memories of dancing and 
socialisation in their youth. 

• A really active community with a good 
spirit. The Dance Club looks to be an 
active participant in the community and 
Artarmon provides an excellent and 

supportive environment and real interest 
in our plans and future. 

• A supportive local council who have 
worked with us to help us get established 
as a recreational facility.

Get up and Dance!
By Gabby Higgins, Firefly Dance Club

Why What When How Who
While there are multiple 
reasons why people start 
ballroom and latin danc-
ing, many come to fulfil 
the following:

• “a dream”

• “a passion”

• fun & fitness 

• an activity to enjoy 
with others

• seeking friendships

These things are often 
missing from our busy and 
unbalanced lives - espe-
cially the opportunity to 
meet new and old friends 
and indulge in a shared 
interest. 

We avidly watch “Dancing 
with the Stars” and want 
to be like our favourites 
-but until now there was 
nowhere in Sydney to go.

To meet these needs the 
Firefly Dance Club is creat-
ing a fabulous, sophisticat-
ed, glamorous customised 
venue for social dance. 

At last there will be a 
dedicated venue in Sydney 
where people can not only 
learn to dance but also 
extensively use their new 
(or existing) skills.

The venue will have the 
largest private ballroom 
on the North Shore and 
provide separate areas for 
ball-room & latin dance.

After an extensive search 
a venue has been chosen 
in Artarmon and is being 
remodelled and fitted out 
for this purpose.

The transformation should 
be completed in 2007.

The result - a magical envi-
ronment in which people 
can learn and use social 
dance.

A place where fun, fitness, 
challenge and friendship 
come in equal measure 
along with the elegance of 
gliding across 500sqm of 
ballroom or dancing with 
the fast and furious crowd 
in the high energy of the 
latin room.

Four evenings a week will 
be given over to social 
dance parties where peo-
ple can just turn up and 
enjoy dancing. 

On other evenings, the 
widest range of group 
classes will cater for as 
much variety and new 
learning as desired sup-
ported by private lessons.

In addition the Firefly 
Dance Club will stage at 
least three Themed Balls 
each year. Adults of all 
ages love to dress up 
– either in appropriate cos-
tume or in elegant ballgo-
wns and black tie. Tickets 
for these events will be 
highly sought after.

Expert Workshops will 
feature national and 
international specialists to 
improve the overall quality 
and enjoyment of dance.

High quality audio & DJ 
facilities will spread the 
music across the dance 
floor without compromis-
ing conversation on the 
edges.

Sydney’s best trained and 
qualified teachers will be 
available to run parties and 
provide group and private 
instruction.

We are aiming to engender 
a feeling of belonging in 
our clients.

We want to help them get 
away from the real world 
of work and all the rushing 
about. They will be able to 
transition for a while into 
an atmosphere where high 
activity and challenge have 
a new and fun purpose 
– to take part competently 
in one of the world’s oldest 
pursuits.

If the studio is constantly 
filled with laughter we will 
know we have achieved 
our dream.

Photos courtesy of Firefly Dance Club
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Late night opening at the Artarmon library has 
proved so popular that ‘late night readers’ will 
be able to permanently mark diaries for book 
borrowing on a Thursday evening.

Recent late night opening while the 
Chatswood library was closed, combined with 
the results of a survey to gauge demand, have 
supported Council’s decision to permanently 
extend Thursday opening hours in the library.

Artarmon Library will now be open 2.30pm-
8pm every Thursday.

The greatest benefit is to commuters who 
wish to borrow the library’s DVDs and take 
advantage of a wide range of best sellers and 
recently released fiction. The library is also a 
treasure trove of local community information 
that ensures commuters have access to 
the community events through the library’s 
community notice board. Travelling to the city 
to work will not prevent locals from keeping 
in touch with Artarmon issues and news!

Additionally, Artarmon readers are able to 
return books borrowed from Chatswood 
library and vice versa. This means being able 
to take advantage of a broad range of reading 
material from both libraries.

Artarmon library also stocks a range of books 
and magazines on sustainable living as a result 
of an Environmental Trust grant, plus there is 
also a small range of books in Chinese.

Librarian Suzanne Cavanagh, who has been 
integral to the Artarmon Library for nearly 
twenty years, also promotes and supports 
the Premier’s Reading Challenge for pri-
mary school children.Through the Artarmon 
library young readers have access to many 
of the books on the reading challenge list. 
Children who read 40 books from the list 
qualify for a special certificate of merit for 
their achievement. 

Giving children a 
brighter future

Professional tutoring in
Maths  

Spelling  
Reading  

Grammar  
Comprehension 

Phone for a free assessment for your child

• Artarmon 9884 7744 
• Frenchs Forest 9975 2000 
• Mona Vale 9999 3469

Get in Front. Stay in Front.

Harmonic Dance
weaving the etheric

For information on classes, workshops 
and performances please contact 

Deborah Whitford.

Phone: 9411 4232 or 4784 3658 
Email: deborah@harmonicstudies.org

THE ARTARMON CENTRE FOR 
HARMONIC STUDIES

139 Artarmon Road, Artarmon

Commuter boon extended
By Glenda Hewitt

Artarmon Library 
Opening Hours

Monday 10:00am – 1:00pm
Tuesday 2:30pm – 5:00pm
Wednesday 10:00am – 1:00pm
Thursday 2:30pm – 8:00pm
Friday 2:30pm – 5:00pm
Saturday 9:30am – 12 noon

The library is located in 
Elizabeth St, behind the Wilkes 
Ave shops (a right turn from 
the railway station steps)
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St. Vincent de Paul Society 
are pleased to announce 

the opening of our

ARTARMON SHOP
at 70 Hampden Road since 

Friday 1st June 2007 

TRADING HOURS:

9.00am to 4.30pm 
Monday to Saturday.

We keep stock of all pre-loved and new 
Clothing, Bric-a-brac, Collectables, 

Books, Videos, DVD’s and CD’s 

Vinnies answers 
customers’ needs in 
Artarmon
Vinnies has recently opened a retail outlet selling good quality pre-loved 
and new clothing, books, collectables and small household goods in 
the Hampden Rd shops. A spokesperson for St Vincent de Paul said 
that customer feedback and the ever-increasing number of apartments 
showed a need for Vinnies to open a shop in the area.

Additionally, a quick survey of people in the local community 
found that while there were a number of food and other commer-
cial outlets in the shopping strip, people were also looking for a 
place to shop and browse around, which prompted Vinnies to find 
a suitable commercial property and set up shop. Initial indications are that it has been a good 
decision. Patronage is strong and feedback from the locals has been very positive. 

“The volunteer staff do an excellent job running the shop as well as making sure the customers 
are kept happy with their needs as best possible. Customers also include workers from the 
Artarmon industrial area who shop there during their lunch breaks”, Vinnies’ regional area 
manager said. The Vinnies shop site is also very close to rail and road transport connections and 
adequate parking is available.

St Vincent de Paul Society welcomes donations, but asks people not to leave goods outside the 
store out of hours. This creates issues on the shopping strip. 

Vinnies Artarmon friendly 
volunteer staff

Artarmon History Project
Artarmon is now going to be the focus of a major study into its social history. The researchers are 
former Home Traders agent Gil Davis and local residents Marianne Nestor and Glenda Gartrell. All 
three have a passion for history and are excited by their collaboration. They believe Artarmon has 
something special to offer as a model of diverse residential living in a big city.

The study is looking at the coexistence and interaction between occupants of houses, apart-
ments, commercial and industrial properties. It will explore how Artarmon has evolved through 
the recollection of past and present owners and tenants and other stakeholders such as planning 
authorities, local associations as well as evidence from historical records. An interesting aspect is 
a “Where are we now and where are we going?” survey of all east side house occupants.

It is hoped that the study will have wide relevance to other communities grappling with similar 
issues such as how to deal with competing land uses, urban conservation and the provision of 
adequate residential choice.

The researchers are seeking the cooperation of east side residents with the survey. They also want 
to make contact with older former residents and to examine and copy old photos of the area and 
memorabilia. People who feel they may be able to assist should contact Gil in the first instance 
on 0439-817299. 

Lynn & Bob Greaves • Tamara Gruzdev
94a Reserve Road, Artarmon

Ph: 9439 9992 • Fax: 9436 0264
Open: 8.30 - 5 M to F • 10 - 2 Sat.

artarmon framing

CUSTOM FRAMING

Mounting • Laminating 
Artwork Hanging Systems 
Corporate Displays • Fairs 
Art & Framing Consulting 
Mirrors • Hire Frames 
Vinyl Lettering & Signs 

Art Restoration

SPLAT 2007: 
Pirates of the Promised Land
By Rev Charlie Brammall, Artarmon Community Church

110 kids from the local area had a fabulous 
time at Artarmon Community Church’s 
holiday kids club held in the first week of 
the July school holidays at Artarmon Public 
School. This is the third year SPLAT has been 
running and this time it was fully booked 
and unfortunately about 20 kids missed out! 
SPLAT stands for Sport, Life, Art and Theatre. 

The children had a wonderful time doing all 
four types of activities and more. The theme 
this year was Pirates (of the Caribbean style). 
The public school hall was transformed into the deck of a pirate ship called “The Pearl of Great 
Price’ and the kids went on a magical journey through time on it to find the key to the Promised 
Land. Through hilarious dramas, songs, amazing games (including sword fighting, digging for 
treasure and building pirate ships) the children were taught the message of life and salvation in 
the bible. They also had a chance to choose a workshop which interested them. 

On the last day presentation we were amazed at our talented kids as the ‘School of Rock’ work-
shop performed ACDC, and the Theatre workshop danced to a song from “Happy Feet”. We also 
heard about the science workshop setting off maxi rockets 20m high, the art workshop making 
clay animal masks, and the sport workshop revelling in soccer, touch, t-ball and cricket. 

Don’t dump 
on Artarmon!

Turning your unwanted furniture into street 
junk is ugly, dangerous and illegal. Use the 
Council’s free quarterly Clean-Up dates, 
or book an On Call Cleanup Service, 
$33 for 2 m3 (conditions apply). Find out 
more at www.nsw.willoughby.gov.au or call 
Council’s Customer Service on 9777 1000.

Children enjoying SPLAT during 
the July school holidays
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We are all aware that, as residents in the 
Willoughby Council area, we are responsible 
for maintaining the strip of land between our 
front property line and the road verge. But 
when damages or conflicts arise, we often 
do not know of our rights and responsibilities 
and how to go about resolving the problem. 
Below are some common concerns and some 
actions that can be taken.

Street trees

Artarmon has a number of bushland areas 
containing many trees, and our streets are also 
green and leafy; some neighbourhood trees 
date back to early last century. Willoughby 
Council is responsible for planting and main-
taining street trees, and because of landscap-
ing and legal reasons, work on street trees 
should only be carried out by the Council. 

Contact the Council if you find a tree requiring 
work because it is dead, dying, hazardous, or 
unsuitable for the area; if it needs pruning to 
remove dead, diseased or defective branches, 
and for overhead line clearance, for vehicle and 
signage sight lines, or for pedestrian and vehicle 
access. Root pruning can also be done to limit 
damage to building structures where appropriate. 

Council is also happy to have opportunities point-
ed out for a tree to be planted. A Streetscape 
Coordinator will be assigned to assess the situ-
ation, to discuss the available options with you, 
and to ensure the work is done according to the 
Council’s street tree policy.

Nature Strip 

As a policy, Willoughby Council does not nor-
mally maintain nature strips outside private 
property. It is the property owners’ responsibil-
ity to keep them in good order. Council will 
permit alternative planting plans on the condi-
tion that: 

• Plants are low growing and/or will not cre-
ate traffic or pedestrian hazards.

• A pedestrian pathway of minimum 1.2 
metres wide is maintained through the 
planting if no sealed footpath is present. 

To assist property owners in maintaining the 
nature strip, Council will prepare the site and 
lay turf suitable to the site and assist with 
mulch and tubestock subject to site assess-
ment. 

Sewer / Drainage Line

If there is a leaking sewage problem on the 
nature strip or in a private property and the 
leakage is caused by the roots of a community 
owned tree, Council will provide compensa-
tion for damages to the private drainage line. 

There are two types of claim:

1. The cost of “eeling” a line
2. The cost of repair or replacing a section of 

line.

Compensation under this procedure can 
only be approved by officers authorised by 
the Council’s Manager for Open Space. The 

authorised officers are as follows:

• Streetscape Coordinator – conducts site 
inspections;

• Parks/Projects Co-Coordinator – conducts 
site inspections;

• Landscape Officer - conducts site inspections;
• Risk Manager – negotiates settlements.

The compensation process is summarised in 
the diagram below.

Footpaths

All footpaths, including ramps at kerb and 
mid-street crossings, even along State roads, 
are cared for by Council. 

Common footpath problems are:

• Cracking caused by vehicles, poor base 
preparation, clay soils under the path, or a 
lack of expansion joints 

• Dips due to the base not being compacted 
properly or water washing it away 

• Bumps made by tree roots 
• Materials ageing 
• Slippery paths due to algae growth.

Council will investigate complaints made and 
fix the problems where they exist.

Parking

Parking across footpaths is not allowed. It can 
endanger pedestrians, particularly those who 
are visually impaired, and may force the eld-
erly or people with prams or wheelchairs onto 
the road.

Parking across a driveway prevents access in 
or out of a property, which may be critical in 
the case of an emergency. Even if it is your 
house, you cannot block your driveway. It is 
also illegal to block the driveway to a busi-
ness, even if it is closed.

Litter

Many people don’t even think that they are 

littering the streets. The most common type 
of litter in Australia is discarded cigarette butts 
– these take up to 5 years to break down 
– that’s 5 years on the footpath!! Dog poo 
is another common source of litter; during 
rain, it gets washed down the stormwater 
drains, into the creeks, and ends up in Middle 
Harbour or Lane Cove River. The high level of 
nutrients in dog poo contributes to ground 
water contamination, toxic algae blooms and 
aquatic weeds growth in our waterways, and 
the bacteria it contains can cause serious 
illnesses to people and other animals.

Council can issue fines for littering including:

• $275 fine for failing to remove dog faeces.
• $60 for small items such as bottle tops 

and stubbed out cigarettes. 
• $200 for general littering – lit cigarette 

butts or any item thrown from a vehicle. 
• $375 for dangerous littering, such as 

smashing bottles or discarding a lit 
cigarette during a total fire ban. 

• $750 for dumping items such as bags of 
rubbish, household appliance or furniture.

Quarterly Clean-Up

Council provides quarterly collection of bulky 
items from residential households that aren’t 
normally collected on a weekly basis. The 
clean-up schedules and the acceptable mate-
rial for each date are sent to the householders 
via letter box drops and can also be viewed on 
the Council’s website.

Council contact details

The best way to contact Willoughby 
Council is to call the Help & Service Centre. 
Their phone number is 9777 1000 dur-
ing business hours and email address is 
email@willoughby.nsw.gov.au. For more infor-
mation, you can refer to the Council website 
at www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au 

From the Front Fence to the Road
Rights and responsibilities on our streets
By Rhoda Sexton

Compensation process for damage to drains caused by community-owned trees

Private matter

Council 
matter

Site Inspection

Prepare written report, 
including photos and sketch 

plan as necessary
Submit claim in writing

Risk Manager to process and advise claimant

Notification 
of damage to 

Council

Council to determine if 
it is a private matter, or 

Council involvement

Property owner 
paid

Referred to Authorised Officer
Property owner / agent / plumber 

to provide evidence of tree 
involvement in the event

Liaise
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TOP REDKEN GOLD AMBASSADOR SALON

SERVICES FOR ALL AGES

CUTTING MENS AND LADIES 
COLOUR SPECIALIST 
FORMAL UPSTYLING

TO BOOK NOW 
CALL ROSS ON 9419 8886 
SHOP 2, 22 ELIZABETH ST, ARTARMON

2006 BUSINESS ACHIEVER AWARDS 
FINALIST - HAIRDRESSER 
FINALIST - NEW BUSINESS

2006 FACE OF REDKEN COMPETITION 
PLACED 104 FROM 20,000+ ENTRIES

2007 WORLDWIDE MENS CUTTING/
STYLE CHAMPIONSHIP 
SECOND PLACE - WINNER

2007 BUSINESS ACHIEVER AWARDS 
FINALIST - HAIRDRESSER

2007 TRUE LOCAL BUSINESS AWARDS 
FINALIST - HAIRDRESSER

ARTARMON FAMILY
BUTCHERY

“Proudly Family Owned & Operated”

OTWAY PORK.
BRED 
FREE 
RANGE 
FOR YOU.
TENDER, JUICY PORK.

MON-THURS 8am-7pm 
FRI 8am-6pm SAT 8am-2pm

102 Hampden Road, ARTAMON 
(Opposite Artarmon Railway Station)

9412 1746

Artarmon School Seeks Share of Voice 
in Debating and Public Speaking

This year’s arrival of Artarmon Public School’s 
new principal, Louise Green, has coincided 
with the re-ignition of debating and public 
speaking at the school. Both are disciplines in 
which Louise has a strong interest and wealth 
of experience as a result of her role as South 
Western Sydney Regional Coordinator for 
Debating and Public Speaking, a position she 
held for several years.

The Premier’s Debating Challenge is a state-
wide primary schools debating competition 
introduced during Bob Carr’s time as Premier of 
NSW. For this competition, schools are organ-
ised into zones. Each school in the zone com-
petes against each other school in that group 
to decide a zone winner who then competes 
against other zone winners to determine a 
regional winner. Ultimately the winning region-
al teams compete at a state final which this 
year, will be held in November in Newcastle.

“Debating is a skill that I am passionate about 
and one which I believe can positively assist 
students in future years of education,” Louise 
explained. It has not been an area of focus 
for Artarmon Public School in recent years so I 
decided to canvass interest and get the school 
involved,” she said.

Louise invited year five and six students (the 
only years eligible to participate in the compe-
tition) to attend an ‘audition’ which involved 
the preparation and delivery of an impromptu 
speech. She attracted a staggering 45 stu-
dents and from those, selected two teams of 
five to compete in the Premier’s Challenge.

Team members rotate positions for each 
debate and have only one hour to prepare. 
All zone debates must be completed by the 
end of September in preparation for the finals 
scheduled for fourth term. 

“I am delighted by the students’ response to 
this opportunity and eventually hope to field 

four teams from Artarmon Public School. 
“This year my aim is to help the students 
develop an understanding of debating 
but in future years, I expect Artarmon 
Public School will be a real force in 
debating competitions,” said Louise.

Outstanding Results for Public 
Speaking Contestants

Another teacher new to Artarmon Public 
School, Suzie Chosid, has taken on the 
role of public speaking coordinator. 
Recently, Suzie involved the school in the 
Multicultural Perspectives Public Speaking 
Competition with great success, and 
established an internal public speaking competi-
tion to identify talent and introduce students to 
the concept of public speaking.

The Multicultural Perspectives Public Speaking 
Competition involved four students (one each 
from years three, four, five and six) who com-
peted in local heats hosted by Castle Cove 
Public School.

Twelve schools competed in two divisions: 
Years 3-4 division and Years 5-6 division. 
Artarmon Public School was triumphant in 
both divisions.

“It was an outstanding achievement for 
Artarmon Public School to win both divisions, 
particularly as the school had not participated in 
this competition before. The quality of the stu-
dents’ prepared speeches was excellent but it was 
the impromptu speeches which really made our 
children stand out. Assistance from me was mini-
mal. The children were responsible for all their 
own ideas and preparation; my role was merely 
to encourage and facilitate,” Suzie explained.

The aim of the competition is to heighten aware-
ness of multicultural issues among primary school 
students. To that end, all speeches are required to 
have a strong multicultural perspective.

Henrietta Chui (year four) and Nick Wyche 
(year five) were the winners of their respec-
tive divisions. Henrietta’s prepared speech 

was ‘What makes a good leader?’ and she 
focussed on the different requirements of 
leaders in different societies as well as the 
qualities of a good leader. Her impromptu 
speech was on the topic ‘Dreams’.

‘The media and society’ was the topic for 
Nick’s prepared speech. He covered issues 
such as immigration and multicultural issues 
in Australian society, cultural stereotypes in 
the media and ways the media could promote 
a more multicultural society. His impromptu 
speech was on the topic ‘Making tracks’. 
Both winners participated in a district final on 
14 August (after the Gazette went to press).

Suzie is also coordinating a public speaking 
competition across the school so that every 
student from each year level has the chance 
to participate.

Each class will host a public speaking competi-
tion from which a winner will be chosen. The 
winners will compete against other winners 
from their grade level then each grade level 
winner will compete to represent the school in 
an area competition to be held later this year.

“This year is about introducing public speak-
ing and providing opportunities for interested 
and talented students to participate,” said 
Suzie. “Based in performance so far, I am very 
optimistic about Artarmon Public School’s 
future in this area,” she predicted. 

Public School News by Katrina Weir

Artarmon Public School principal Louise Green 
with the debating team.



artarmon GAZETTE Edition 39 - August 2007  9

Looking For A Good Dentist on the North Shore?
(A Complete Family and Cosmetic Dentist - With That Gentle Touch...?)

Here’s 8 Good Reasons to Call Us Today:
1. Same day fast relief emergency Treatment. We promise to be gentle and considerate and use the 

best of care and techniques to give you a pleasant and pain free experience every time. Happy Gas always 
available to help you relax.

2. Extended hours from 8am. Open Saturday + Thursday nights for your convenience - and we won’t keep you 
waiting. 

3. White fillings and biocompatible, durable ceramic restorations. Non drug headache treatments + Anti-snoring 
appliances also available.

4. Complete family Dentistry. Kids always welcomed. Check out our kids corner.
5. Affordable Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry -  Easily improve your smile and enjoy strong and permanent, 

non removable teeth replacements that gives you immediate comfort and confidence with a natural smile and function.
6. No More Loose and Sore Dentures with One Visit Mini-Implants. Enjoy that apple or steak, today, and 

smile with real confidence again.
7. Sleep Sedation Dentistry by a qualified Anaesthetist using Intravenous Sedation or General Anaesthetic. 
8. Bad Breath Elimination Therapy - Never be embarrassed again with these simple effective treatments.

Call Us Now On 9419-7484 For An Appointment. 
www.ArtarmonFineDental.com 

Suite 1, Level 1, 80 Hampden Rd Artarmon 
(just above Commonwealth Bank)

Artarmon Vision Specialists
Optometrist • spectacles • sunglasses

Stuart Schipp - Opt. Dispenser 
Roland Tan - B.Optom. UNSW

122 Hampden Rd, Artarmon

Mon-Fri: 9am-6pm 
Saturday: 9am-12.30pm 
Closed Wednesdays

9412 3757

Free Eye exams 
(medicare conditions apply)

Optometrist

WHICH HUE
Colour Consulting and

Interior Decorating
in Artarmon

contact Margot McKay

t 9413 1058   m 0402 855 299

www.whichhue.com.au

thethink
outsidesquare

For some years the APA has based member-
ship year on its financial year (ie. to 30 June). 
This has resulted in a lot of confusion among 
Members about when membership subscrip-
tions are due. Members often assume they 
have paid for a calendar year. This year alone 
we have had over 25 duplicated payments. It 
has also resulted in confusion about refunds 
and/or ‘carried-forward’ memberships. 

Therefore, the APA Executive has agreed to 
change the membership year to a calendar 
year from 2008 onwards.

To fairly manage the transition from the old 
to the new arrangement, members who have 
paid for the current year (i.e. up to 30 June 
2007) will remain paid-up members until 31 
December 2007. 2008 calendar year mem-
berships will be due thereafter.

Out of the confusion of the old system, we 
have carried some memberships forward 
to 2007/8 and it is proposed that these 

members renew their memberships after 31 
December 2007.

If there is any confusion about the change, 
please contact sec@artarmonprogress.org.
au  to clarify the matter. It is pleasing to 
note that APA membership has been steadily 
increasing in recent years (see graph) and we 
hope to continue this trend by representing 
community issues well and helping to build a 
stronger community through our activities.

�

� �

� � �

� � �

� � �

�� � � �� � � �� � � �� � � �� � �
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APA Membership (year ending)

PHYSIOTHERAPY

ANN LIEBERT 
& 

JACKIE WALKER

Physiotherapists

For seventeen years,
Physiotherapist Ann
Liebert has run her
practice in Artarmon,
specialising in:

• Back pain
• Musculo-skeletal pain
• Sports injuries
• Occupational-related pain
• Neck headaches

SUITE 6 
110 HAMPDEN ROAD 

ARTARMON

PH: 9419 3404 
FAX: 9419 2880

APA Membership Changes

Artarmon Medical Centre
92-94 HAMPDEN ROAD ARTARMON 2064

A personal, caring family practice for more than 28 years 
- providing comprehensive and complete medical care 

for you and your family.
Artarmon’s only fully accredited General Practice 

 
• women’s health

 • men’s health

 • heart checks

 • immunisation

 • allergy treatment

 • paediatrics

To feel your best, talk to one of the friendly GPs for the right advice.

Phone 9411 5858 • 9419 8448

FREE GARDISIL Cervical 
Cancer Vaccine for 
18-26 yrs now available 
(normally $150)
Consultation fee applies
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When Bronwyn asked 
me if I could get the 
bit of footpath in the 
traffic island between 
Cameron Ave and 
Wilkes Plaza sealed I 
said I thought I could 
do that.

Pretty basic kind of request really.  She said 
it turned into a mud puddle every time it 
rained so I handed in a request to the relevant 
officer. Around about that time, Council was 
replacing the footpath on Burra Road so when 
I made enquiry a month or so later, I was 
told it would happen once Burra Road was 
completed. Seemed logical. Months passed. 

Returning home one day on the shared path 
below the bowling club, two dog walking 
acquaintances bailed me up saying “what are 
they doing at Cameron Avenue? They have 
made things dangerous and inconvenient, its 
unwarranted and unwanted interference”. I 
said I would find out. I asked the officer most 
likely to know and was told we were “trialling 
a new arrangement”. Hmmmph I thought. 
And what had prompted the need for this trial? 
Was there an accident history? What seemed 
to be the problem? Had someone complained? 
Well, ‘yes’, I was told, as a matter of fact it 
was me!!! Apparently the matter of sealing the 
footpath has raised the need for this location 
to be listed on our local Traffic Committee (TC) 
agenda as - wouldn’t you know it – we have 
a ‘non regulation’ traffic island here and no 
sealing can happen without this irregularity 
being attended to by the assembled expertise 
represented on the TC. 

Now I don’t want to bore you here, but the 
TC is not a Council committee as you might 
expect. Actually is the creature of the RTA 
and this agency has an unambiguous power 
of veto as the whole thing is delegated, 
on certain conditions. Whilst Council’s 
Traffic Branch provides both executive and 
administrative functions for the RTA, Council 
has but one vote as do the Police and the 
local MP but unlike them, no right of appeal 
(to a regional RTA Committee). Others such as 
the STA, the Taxi Industry and local Progress 
Associations attend and so far as Council is 
concerned, these latter are valued participants. 
The ground rules, however, are about 
to change. 

In its recently circulated Guide to the 
Delegation to Councils for the Regulation 
of Traffic the RTA has advised that the TC is 
a Technical Review Committee of the RTA 
and “the merits of a scheme from a public 
perspective are a Council responsibility, 
rather than a Traffic Committee’s”. They go 
on to clarify that whilst a TC may “allow” a 
member of the public to address, this must 
be subject to time constraints and that they 
should “under no circumstances ... remain 
at the meeting while the proposal is debated 
and a vote taken”. Now there’s accountability 
for you. 

We have now referred the matter of possible 
treatments at the junction of Wilkes, 
Cameron, Tindale and Burra to members of 

Councillors’ feedback...feedback...feedback

Kate Lamb

DA - old Shell DA 
- old Shell Site: A DA 
has been lodged for the 
construction of a three 
storey development 
comprising 7 
residential units over 
basement carparking 
on the old Service 

station site on Hampden Rd. Submissions 
are due to close on or about 21 August. 
The matter has been called through to 
an on-site Ward Councillors meeting, the 
date of which has yet to be determined.

Men’s Shed Opened: The Willoughby 
Community Men’s Shed was opened 
on 26 July at 296C Sailor’s Bay Rd 
Northbridge. The Department of Veteran 
Affairs gave $40,000 to the project and 
Willoughby Council gave $60,000.

The Shed is operated under the auspices of 
Uniting Care. There are just under 200 such 
sheds Australia wide. All people are welcome 
to make inquiries; this includes young men, 
retired men and women. The Sheds are 
managed to a very strict OH&S regime under 
the Uniting Care guidance.

As the Councillor who initiated this proposal 
for Willoughby Council I would like express my 

Stuart Coppock

appreciation to Chatswood and Northbridge 
Rotary Clubs, Officers of Willoughby Council 
and Uniting Care in establishing this excellent 
community facility.

Local Traffic and Lane Cove Tunnel: 
There appears to be a difference in the 
views of the traffic impacts after the 
opening of the Lane Cove Tunnel between 
local community comment and what 
is recognised at an ‘official level’. 

Officially, there have been no reports of 
significant problems traffic-wise. However, 
the reconfiguration of Epping Rd has not 
yet occurred, and the closing of roads and 
redirection of traffic is expected to be more 
noticeable when this happens. The RTA 
remains committed to the funding of the 
various Local Area Traffic Management works 
that were adopted following the consultation 
phase. It is largely up to council(s) to push 
the button on implementation. Willoughby 
Council will be initiating the discussions on 
those works shortly.

Locally, I have heard views expressed that car 
spaces in Artarmon streets are being taken 
up earlier and there are more car-parking 
commuters using the railway station. As well, 
the exit from the roadworks to the Pacific 
Highway through the industrial estate is a 
disaster. 

I would like to hear more comments before 
the pending review is commenced. I can best 
be contacted on the Council email address: 
Stuart.Coppock@willoughby.nsw.gov.au.

School vegetable growing competition:
Council has approved a notice of motion 
I moved to provide 5 years’ prize money 
for a food-growing competition which will 
run as part of mthe Northside Fair during 
the Willoughby Spring Fair season. Prizes 
will include the best school plot and best 
home/school vegetable display. Northbridge 
Rotary will be in contact with local schools; 
parents might also like to contact them to 
obtain details of the competition guidelines.

As Willoughby is keen to see sustainable 
practices adopted within our community my 
colleagues on Council supported the concept. 
I look forward to seeing this project grow and 
develop over the next five years.

Civic Place Project: I assume my position 
on the project is well known. I supported 
the concept until I saw the fund raising 
budget and the cost and design of the 
project. I remain to be convinced that on 
construction costs and annual operational 
costs this project is financially sustainable.

The current issue is that this project has 
now developed such a political head of 
steam. The real issue for me is affordability 
and a balancing of current and projected 
council services for the ratepayers. I remain 
to be convinced that placing so much of 
the ratepayer’s resources into one project, 
which allows absolutely no flexibility in 
the management of ratepayer’s resources 
is a prudent and wise thing. It would be a 
different matter if the Council had millions 
more in assets and larger annual income.

stuart.coppock@willoughby.nsw.gov.au 

Get the Full Story
Who is working for you?

Your Insurer? 
Your Agent? 
Your Broker?

An Insurance Broker is the only 
independent party who can truly say 

that they work for you – the client.

Doesn’t everyone need someone on 
their side? At MGA Insurance Brokers, 
we’ve got all your business needs covered.

Call TODAY for a quote.

1300 789 642

MGA Insurance Brokers Pty Ltd 
Level 1, Suite 19, 401 Pacific Highway 

Artarmon NSW 2064
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Apartment Dwellers 
Forum: Last year 
Council ran a forum 
for representatives 
of the Owners’ 
Corporations of the 
many residential Strata 
buildings in our city. 
The Forum attracted 

more than 50 people, was conducted on a 
Saturday from 9am to 3.30pm, and proved 
very popular. Attendees were able to raise 
issues of concern for their constituents. 
Council responded in situations within its 
authority and, otherwise, indicated the 
appropriate authority to those concerned.

Council is encouraged through feedback to 
repeat the event and to expand it so that all 
apartment dwellers have an opportunity to 
interact with Council. Suggestions for future 
forums were that the duration of the event 
should be shortened and that provision should 
be made for those whose second language 
is English. Topics for the next forum might 
include means whereby apartment dwellers 

Councillors’ feedback...feedback...feedback

Barry Thompson

can network; or information or additional 
services you would like to obtain from Council. 
One topic that comes to my mind is to have a 
discussion on how apartment dwellers might 
contribute to efforts to reduce the impacts of 
climate change. Please contact me with any 
thoughts you might have for such topics.

Civic Place: The transition of the Central 
Library in Chatswood was smooth and 
there have been many positive comments 
on the new, temporary facility. It seems 
the whole of the Mandarin Centre has 
been energised by its new tenant.

That move was the first tangible indication 
of Council’s progress towards its new Civic 
Place facility. A further milestone occurred 
recently with authorisation for the calling 
of tenders for its construction. Newspaper 
announcements tell us that many major 
projects around Australia have suffered from 
cost escalation as the price of construction 
materials have risen, not to mention the 
buoyancy of the market in which infrastructure 
projects of all types are being priced. These 
circumstances have required that our Project 
Managers take additional measures to 
control costs.  Council remains confident 
that sufficient funds are available and that 
costs have been contained within previously 
announced limits. The schedule for the review 
and award of tenders is intended to allow the 
commencement of construction by year-end.

Council staff are to be congratulated 
on the achievements so far. No doubt 
there will be a few more anxious 

Did you know?

 30% of Australians have high blood pressure - this has halved since the 1980s.

 High blood pressure is a major risk factor for coronary heart disease, stroke, 
heart failure, peripheral vascular disease and renal failure. 

 The average heart rate is 60-80 beats per minute. 

 The heart pumps the body’s entire blood volume (5L) once every minute. 

 Each day the heart pumps 6,000-8,000L of blood around the body. 

 At an average of 72 beats per minute, a heart would beat 2.5 billion times before 
you reach 70 years of age.

 In Australia, one person dies from cardiovascular disease every ten minutes.

The risks associated with high blood pressure can be minimised using medication 
and/or lifestyle and diet changes. We have set up a blood pressure testing 
service in the pharmacy. For $5.00 you can have your BP and pulse measured 
and recorded electronically and we’ll note the results on a card for your doctor. 
No appointment is necessary.

Whether you are concerned or curious you can drop in any time and have your 
blood pressure measured by our friendly and enthusiastic staff. You’ll love our 
service and we are OPEN 7 DAYS.

Blood Pressure Tests Now Available 
In The Pharmacy

96 Hampden Road, Artarmon
Phone 9419 6880 Fax 9419 6868
Email nloganpa@bigpond.net.au

www.pharmacistadvice.net.au
(Opposite Artarmon Station)

moments over coming months.

Climate Change and Sustainability: I 
write this column after having been funded 
by Council to spend the last two days at a 
Climate Change ‘Summit’. The conference 
heard that a majority of Australians want 
action on climate change. Business leaders 
are groping with issues about how they can 
make a contribution. The few that have 
succeeded are being rewarded well (eg. 
Australian Ethical Investment Ltd). Politicians 
too are moving, but, with elections looming, 
they remain reluctant to show leadership.

Corporations were advised that the public 
sees through what is termed ‘greenwashing’. 
So they are being advised to get their own 
houses in order before beginning to exhort 
others. The conference provided many lessons 
here for Council as it fashions our extension/
replacement program for e-Restore. One 
summary of the sequence of understanding 
on climate change was expressed as: ‘think, 
act, agitate’. At Council, much of the 
thinking has been done, next we need to 
act on that thinking (ie, walk our talk, be 
the future we want to create), and only then 
do I believe that we will be ready to agitate 
(ie, seek and encourage change from you).

I ask you to join in understanding, 
commenting and endorsing Council’s 
program as it goes through public 
review in coming months.

barry.thompson@willoughby.nsw.gov.au; 
9412 1596 (phone/fax) 

the APA Executive for their input. See the lead 
article in this Gazette for further information. 
So, as they say - watch this space.

(Spell check suggests I replace ‘RTA’ with 
‘RAT’. Tempting.)

kate.lamb@willoughby.nsw.gov.au 
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Craftsmen Office Interiors NSW Pty Ltd
The Enterprise Centre 
1/78 Reserve Road 

Artarmon NSW 2064
ph: 02 9906 6177

fax: 02 9906 4192

website: www.craftsmeninteriors.com.au

accounts/admin: admin@craftsmeninteriors.com.au

 history Craftsmen Office Interiors NSW Pty Ltd moved into the Artarmon area (Cleg Street) in 1992. We 
made the choice of Artarmon due to the close proximity to the city and north shore, as well as the 
Artarmon area’s great village, public transport, parks, plenty of trees and great plans for the suburb’s 
future. We purchased a property in Reserve Road (The Enterprise Centre) in 2000, in one of 
the new industrial/commercial estates that have been established in Artarmon and have brought a 
wide range of businesses to the area. The Progress Association, local members and businesses are 
contributing greatly to Artarmon and we are proud to be part of this.

 company Craftsmen Office Interiors NSW Pty Ltd was established in 1990, originally from Melbourne. We 
specialise in Commercial Office Interiors, construction and project management; we have a large 
experienced team of 25 people and a wide base of customers. We service and maintain numerous 
businesses in Artarmon, and also utilise the services of businesses in Artarmon.

  If you require quotations or ideas on your existing office fit-outs please contact one of the persons below.

 contact details Craig Learmonth Karl Moffitt Paul Rowe

  0418 673 401 0412 977 426 0418 976 779

  craig@craftsmeninteriors.com.au karlm@craftsmeninteriors.com.au paul@craftsmeninteriors.com.au
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Diary of an SES volunteer – 
“What long weekend?”
By Robert Newman, SES Volunteer and APA Committee member

The first question you will be asking is “why 
on earth would anyone volunteer to get 
wet?” And I have to admit that I ask myself 
that as well sometimes. But it could be worse 
- it could be “dark, wet, windy and cold”.

Your second question is “why do people 
join?” The frequent answer is “to help peo-
ple”. However, that only gets them in the 
door and I have to admit that fixing roofs and 
cutting up trees isn’t as sexy as being in the 
Rural Fire Service, and the workspace for Surf 
Life Saving volunteers in summer is cooler 
than working on a hot tin roof in overalls!

So why did I join the SES? After the 1994 
bushfires an SES truck came to visit my local 
Neighbourhood Watch meeting and I thought 
“that would be an interesting thing to do” 
(they had a big shiny truck). It was only after I 
started working in a small firm at Chatswood 
in 1997 that I decided that I would join the 
SES and meet new people. When I joined, my 
experience was that I use to clean the gutters 
at home, had replaced a few roofing tiles and 
knew a few knots from the scouts (was I over 
qualified?). That was over ten years ago so 
I have managed to pick up a few new skills 
(and a lot of new friends) along the way.

June 7th (Thurs): The pager went off this 
afternoon so two members have gone out in 
“Willoughby 2” to try to work on a couple of 
jobs. I drop by SES on the way home to put 
out the garbage and recycling bins, “WLC 2” 
is still out so I go home and have dinner.

19:55 Pager goes off as I am finishing my din-
ner, looks like a bar a chocolate for dessert...

19:10 Get down to SES, one of the members 
who was out has had to go to the regional head-
quarters for a meeting and no one else with a 
pager is available so it’s just the two of us.

21:29 Shut down the headquarters and go 
home to put the overalls in the tumble dryer.

June 8th (Fri): 17:32 At Local headquarters 
(LHQ), there is a vehicle out looking at jobs 
and more volunteers making their way home 
from work. By the end of the day 16 volun-
teers will have done over 110 hours of work 
in the area.

00:47 Leave LHQ, remembered to put my wet 
weather pants on tonight so only my gloves 
are wet.

June 9th (Sat): 8:30 Go to the gym to 
attend BodyBalance class. This helps with the 
crawling around in and on the roof (and the 
odd game of Twister). One of the women I 
recognised at the Artarmon Fair last month is 
wearing colourful gumboots due to flooding 
outside her house. I wonder where she lives?

10:42 At LHQ, the first crew started at 7:30 
but they weren’t out late last night so I got to 
sleep in. It’s now time to start working in day-
light and the duty officer has been up since 
3:00 fielding calls from local residents. But first 
I’m off to Campbells to buy drinks, chocolates 
and batteries then to the Spit Roast shop on 
Hampden Rd to buy lunch for the volunteers.

23:45 Leave LHQ, 15 volunteers have put in 
another 150 hours.

The SES were going to go to the Lane Cove 
West Public School fireworks, as we do each 
year, but they were cancelled due to rain.

June 10th (Sun): 8:04 Get down to SES. Today 
I am in the “big truck” with five other volun-
teers. The two new female volunteers only got 
their overalls (and wet weather gear) last week-
end and this is their second day this weekend. 
Hope it doesn’t put them off returning.

Did two small chainsaw jobs before going to 
a large tarping job which ends up taking 5½ 
hours to finish.

15:40 Check my phone at headquarters. My 
parents have rung since I didn’t show up to 
the family lunch, they guessed I was busy.

17:09 Leave LHQ early as I am having guests 
for dinner and still have to do the shopping 
and get ready. 17 volunteers put in another 
140 hours today.

June 11th (Mon) – Queen’s Birthday Public 
Holiday: 8:10 Get down to SES. Another day, 
another tarping job. Good solid tiles on the 
roof so at least we only have to cover tiles the 
tree broke rather than having to worry about 
falling through the roof.

A camera crew are at the next job - better be on 
my best behaviour, perhaps I will be on the news.

18:45 Leave LHQ. 11 volunteers have put in 
another 100 hours today.

June 12th (Tues): Wow, it’s back to work so 
I can rest. 

While at work I calculate the operational 
hours put in over the previous 5 days - 508 
hours from 22 volunteers, that’s 3 working 
days per volunteer !

We have a crew going to Wyong to help out 
up there today.

June 13th (Wed): A crew is up at Wyong 
again today and another crew do some work 
in the evening.

June 14th (Thurs): 19:23 Tonight I am doing a 
First Aid course as the certificate is only valid for 
three years, the course continues on Sunday.

21:48 Leave LHQ. 

June 15th (Fri): One of the guys from SES 
is getting married and I am his best man, so 
went out to dinner with the rest of the bridal 
party. The bridesmaid lives in Brisbane so it is 
a wedding planning weekend. Meanwhile, a 
crew is out doing the jobs that came in today.

June 16th (Sat): 8:10 Pager goes off.

8:35 Get down to SES, do a few more jobs 
and go to Campbells to restock the fridge at 
headquarters.

13:48 Go home, have breakfast, wash the 
overalls, visit my mother.

The wedding planning weekend is continu-
ing but the women are still out looking at 
dresses so I head to the couple’s house in 

Warriewood. Wakehurst Parkway is closed due 
to flooding (it was open the night before).

17:30 Go to work as there is a problem and 
the boss is off to New Zealand in the morning.

20:20 Get back to Warriewood; it seems 
so much longer if I can’t take Wakehurst 
Parkway.

Today another 150 hours of work was done 
by 17 volunteers.

June 18th (Mon): While at work I update the 
operational hours put in over the previous 11 
days - 848 hours from 26 volunteers, that’s 4 
working days per volunteer. To put this into con-
text, during the Eastern Suburbs Hail Storm 26 
volunteers put in 1,348 hours in 11 days - how-
ever in that case it was mostly done over week-
ends in the following 7 weeks Last year we did 
just over 800; in a typical year it is 1,000-1,500. 
So far this year we are up to 1,156.

I’m due to donate blood again so I go to the 
blood bank for donation number 78.

Usual SES training night, we are sorting out 
the vehicles and making sure everything that 
was used has been replaced. We also had an 
After Action Review on the last week’s work.

June 19th (Tues): There is a wind warning 
out at present. Let’s hope they are wrong and 
it’s not going to get windy. The weather radar 
looks like a big donut of rain. As I mentioned 
earlier, I don’t like it when it is “dark, wet, 
windy and cold”.

June 20th (Wed): 1:39 Pager goes off “Crew 
required ASAP”. I SMS the duty officer that I 
am “putting in contacts and getting dressed”.

1:46 Duty officer rings, he has a crew of 2, I 
can go back to bed.

6:16 Night Duty officer rings - could I check 
out a job on the way to work. It’s the same 
location as one of the chainsaw jobs on the 
10th so I know exactly where it is.

8:30 Speak with the Day Duty officer, he has 
another job to check out just around the corner.

9:10 Arrive at work. Noticed one of the volun-
teers who has been out since 1:40 sitting at 
the lights on Pacific Highway on his way home.

It is the generosity and understanding of 
the SES’ volunteers and their employers 
in giving their time and the support from 
their families and the community that 
enable the State Emergency Service to 
continue assisting people in need. 

SES Volunteer Robert Newman ‘on the job’ 
over the June long weekend
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Artarmon Station Gardens by Mollie Shelley

In our last Gazette garden article we reprinted 
part of a 1934 report by Mr. Wickham to the 
APA on behalf of his Garden Committee. The 
Progress Association has recently acquired for 
its archives a hand-painted notice on heavy 
cardboard by Wickham’s Committee request-
ing donations of bulbs from local residents 
for the Station Gardens – lachenalias, freesias, 
jonquils etc. Nothing could better illustrate the 
difference in current plantings in these gar-
dens, once famous for their displays of colour.

Since my report on them in 2004 there have 
been significant changes in plantings. Some of 
them were the result of the upgrading of the 
Plaza in 2005 but the need to accommodate 
water restrictions during drought has also had 
its impact. Not only do we no longer have the 
services of a full-time gardener but the gardens 
themselves are much reduced in size and are 
mainly planted with self-sustaining, drought tol-
erant trees and shrubs. We can no longer justify 
the indulgence of swathes of bulbs that give col-
our for only a few weeks but whose foliage has 
then to be maintained until it withers to ensure 
a good flowering the following year. 

On the east side, Azaleas, subject to petal blight 
and lace bug, have disappeared. Lavenders beside 
the ramp to the library are thriving in hot dry con-
ditions as are the Lillypillies next door. The new 

Sustainability Street garden on 
the other side of the ramp is 
creating considerable interest 
(see their report below.)

On the west, Hampden 
Rd side of the subway, we 
now have: an edging of 
Ophiopogon, then a three-
level border of clipped 
Trachelospernunr (Star 
Jasmine) at footpath level, 
behind it a row of dark-leaved 
Amaranthus and then behind 
that, acting as contrast, a long 
row of Duranta ‘Sheena’s Gold’. These are all 
tough drought-tolerant plants. Further along at 
footpath level is a border of Liriope ‘Variegata’ 
which after little or no attention rewards us in 
late summer with spikes of dark violet flowers. 
There are accent plants of red flax, Phormium 
‘Platt’s Black’, at the end of plantings. In the gar-
dens around the refurbished Wickham memorial 
there are Cliveas and Rosemary. These all require 
little water but since we have had plenty of rain 
recently these qualities have not been severely 
tested. The Cumquats in plantar boxes outside 
the shops are mostly thriving due to care by 
shopkeepers as well as Council staff.

There is new life in the Plaza. The removal of 

the old planter boxes has given shop owners 
more space for outdoor tables. Crepe Myrtles, 
stripped of their lower branches to well above 
head height, are a lesson in how to provide 
leafy shade in summer but let in the sun during 
the winter. Then, as they grow and mature, we 
will enjoy their silky, silvery trunks. They are sur-
rounded by tough dwarf Mondo grass within 
small beds edged by those interesting mosaics.

Gardeners’ Tip: To kill those weeds between 
pavers fill a sauce or similar bottle with cheap vin-
egar and dribble it along the crack.

PERMACULTURE NORTH meets 3rd Monday evening 
each month in Lindfield. Contact 1300 887 145 or 
info@permaculturenorth.org.au.

Permaculture Garden established at Artarmon Library by Stuart Sexton

On Sunday 15 July, weeks of planning and 
gathering of plants and material culminated 
in the creation of a permaculture garden 
adjacent to the Artarmon Library in Elizabeth 
Street. About a dozen keen volunteers 
gathered at the bare patch of ground beside 
the library to be briefed by Andrea Burns, 
whose no-dig garden workshop in April was 
the inspiration for the library garden project.

The basic premise of a no-dig garden is that 
the soil remains undisturbed, with the new 
multi-layered garden beds sitting on top. A 
border of old bricks defined the area, and 15 
layers of wet newspaper was laid down to 
cover the whole area. This acts as a barrier for 
weeds and old vegetation, which will break 
down over time to form a layer of compost 
under the planting. We noted that the cheaper 
the paper, the better; glossy magazines do not 
break down as easily. Next came a thoroughly 
wetted layer of lucerne, followed by a similarly 
dripping layer of straw. A few handfuls of 
organic fertiliser were spread around, and then 
we were finally ready for the planting.

The plants have been selected with a focus 
on usability and practicality, and with an 
understanding of the location. Some parts are in 
virtually full shade, along the library wall is very 
dry, while most of the site is in full sun during the 
morning. A diverse range of flowering shrubs, 
vegetables and herbs were acquired for the 
planting. A lemon tree and mandarin tree were 
first put in place, providing the only opportunity 
to actually dig holes into the ground. Each 
other plant was placed on to a little mound of 
composted soil, and more soil was placed around 
the plantings to stabilise them. Plants were 
carefully grouped to complement each other, 
taking height and spread into account.

Once the plants were in place and the remaining 
soil spread evenly, the final layer of cane 
mulch was spread over the whole site to aid 
water retention and minimise erosion. A final 
watering (with a water-wise hose fitting!) and 
we were done!  Just over four hours of effort by 
volunteers and Council staff, and you can see 
the results when you pass by the library.

Special mention should be made of the 
active support from Willoughby Council and 
Suzanne, the Librarian, who has been an 
enthusiastic supporter of the garden plan from 
its inception, and who expresses her thanks to 
everyone who participated in 
the creation of a showpiece 
garden. Thanks also to Helen 
Stevenson who raised money 
for our plants by making and 
selling door snakes. Thanks 
are also due to the Genki 
Restaurant for providing 
bottled water for thirsty 
workers.

So, if you have time when 
you are passing the Library, 
take a few minutes to view 
our little permaculture plot, 
and watch how the plants 
develop over time.

Library project

A collection of books 
relating to sustainability, clean 
and green environment, and 
ecological topics has been 
established at the Artarmon 
Library. Suzanne has about 
100 books on hand relating 
to sustainability topics and 

everyone is encouraged to make use of 
this collection. Note that you need to be a 
member of one of Willoughby Library or one 
of its branches or associated Shorelink libraries 
(membership is free). The collection is still 
being developed, and its official opening will 
be in September. 

Everybody in Artarmon and beyond is very 
welcome to join in our sessions and projects.  
For more information you may contact the 
convenor, Stuart Sexton on 0432 809005 
or our Council mentor Andrew Lawson on 
9777 1000. 

Laying the hay on the no-dig garden
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Girl Guides
By Fiona Smee

Term 2 has been busy for Artarmon District 
Guides. The Junior Guide (girls 7-10) and Guide 
Units (10-14) joined 400 other Guides from 
around NSW to cheer the Sydney Swifts to 
victory in their game against the Melbourne 
Kestrals. Both units also attended the Hornsby 
Gangshow, a joint variety show by Guides and Scouts, with many of the 
girls now inspired to audition for the production next year. A night at the 
studio of North Shore Community Radio Station 99.3 FM enabled the older 
girls to see how radio works and hear themselves on air. The girls have also 
enjoyed a crazy games night, leadership development and outdoor cooking. 
The term ahead is just as busy with a weekend camp, an outdoor adventure 
day and the Giant Guide Sleepout at Taronga Zoo on the horizon. 

We still urgently need a Junior Guide Leader. Are you a female who 
is over eighteen, who likes working with children and wants to spend 
some t ime in 
the community? 
Then this could 
be what you are 
looking for: a 
great opportu-
nity to improve 
y o u r  l e a d e r-
ship skills while 
working with a 
great bunch of 
girls. For enquir-
ies about youth 
or adult mem-
bership please 
call Guides NSW 
9698 3322.

Guides Caitlin Bye and Lara Swinsburg cheering the 
Sydney Swifts to victory

Artarmon Neighbourhood 
Watch By Clare Hamilton-Bate

Safety House Program Ends

You may have wondered why the bright yellow Safety House signs have 
all disappeared from Artarmon homes & letterboxes in recent months.

The police requested the removal of the signs due to the closure of the 
Safety House scheme earlier in the year. 

Despite the best endeavours of Safety House Coordinators within local 
communities the scheme proved very difficult to monitor and maintain; 
simply keeping the register of Safety House Participants in an area (to 
ensure they really were ‘safe’ places for children to approach for help) 
was a huge task - impacted by property sales / residents moving.

The police have advised that the replacement for ‘Safety House’ will 
be a ‘new improved program to better address the educational needs 
of children in today’s society’. We will provide a further update once 
details on the new program are available.

Neighbourhood Watch Volunteers

Our thanks to several new street coordinators who have joined NW in 
recent months; NW could not exist without our team of street coordi-
nators who provide a contact point for residents on crime / community 
safety issues and who enthusiastically deliver the NW Newsletter in their 
area - thankyou.

Several members of the existing committee have been involved in NW 
for 10 - 15 years and with other commitments / community roles, feel it’s 
time to pass the role on to ‘new faces’. It’s not an onerous task, but would 
best suit someone with an interest in crime prevention / community safety 
and a little bit of time to spare to ensure Artarmon Neighbourhood Watch 
remains active in our community well into the future.

Are you looking for a voluntary role in your local community? Are 
you are interested in getting involved in the Neighbourhood Watch 
Committee? Contact Clare Hamilton-Bate on 9904 6646. 

Your Diary of Spring Events with the APA!
Come along and enjoy the following events with your family and friends.....

SUNDAY 16 SEPTEMBER

SPRING SAUSAGE 
SIZZLE IN THE PARK

Artarmon Reserve 
playground BBQ area

12 noon – 3pm

Including Kids’ Entertainment
Come along and celebrate the formal 
opening of the new BBQ area provided 
by Council with contributions from the 
APA and Neighbourhood Watch. 

Bring something to sit on and to drink. 
Enjoy excellent sausages and great bread 
rolls ... all cooked by our wonderful local 
Bakers’ Delight Bakers...Matt and James!  

Gold coin donations would be appreciated 
on the day to help with costs.

In the event of rain, the BBQ will be held 
on Sunday 23 September.

RSVP: bbq@artarmonprogress.org.au 
Please indicate number of 

people attending, as this will 
assist with our catering.

SATURDAY 22 SEPTEMBER

TRIVIA NIGHT
Willoughby Town Hall

6.30pm for 7pm till 10pm 
$20 for a team of 8 or $2 for individuals

For further information and to 
register Phone 9419 6927

The Artarmon Progress Association is collaborating with 
the Federation of Willoughby Progress Associations to 
hold a Trivia Night in the Town Hall before it closes to 
make way for the Civic Place project.

Apart from fun and games it is a chance to hear 
the Wurlitzer before it is packed away.

Are you up to the Challenge?

Test out your knowledge of Willoughby’s history 
and community and get to know fellow Willoughby 
residents. Form a team of 8 or come as an individual 
for this night of Trivia and laughs.

Bring a picnic and drinks, tea and coffee will 
available for purchase.

Any profits from the evening will go 
to the Lady Mayoress’s Charity.

A Willoughby Spring Festival event.

SUNDAY 30 SEPTEMBER

MAD HATTER’S 
CROQUET 

TOURNAMENT
Chatswood Croquet Club 

699A Pacific Highway

Ever wanted to play croquet??? Well here is 
your chance! 

As part of the Willoughby Spring Festival 
Willoughby City Council and Chatswood 
Croquet Club have organised this tourna-
ment where community groups can enter 
teams to compete for the Mayor’s Trophy as 
well as individual and team prizes including 
best-dressed! Teams will consist of 4 players.

The APA will be entering teams so if you are 
interested and would like to have some fun 
- and it will be lots of fun!!! - please email 
sec@artarmonprogress.org.au as soon as 
you can or call Michelle on 9410 0481.



“Making it happen”
9411 7299

110 Hampden Rd, Artarmon • www.hometraders.com.au

Disclaimer: The information and figures on this page have been compiled from information provided to us by our principals and third parties. We have not 
independently checked any of that information which we merely pass on. We make no comment on and give no warranty to the accuracy of the information 
contained herein which does not constitute all of or any part of any offer or contract. Prospective Purchasers/Lessees must rely on their own enquiries.

Real Estate News
By Adrian Solti, Principal, Home Traders Gil Davis & Associates

Selling the overwhelming majority of Artarmon 
houses this year, I find it interesting to see who 
is joining the Artarmon community. Where have 
they come from, where are the vendors going and 
why are they moving here?

Over half of the buyers that that have recently bought 
here have come from the local area, either upgrading 
from a smaller property or moving across from areas 
such as Naremburn, Willoughby or Chatswood. This 
cyclical movement finds many of the vendors buying 
back within the suburb. Lifestyle changes are cause for 
the remaining few to leave the area.

So what is attracting new buyers to the area? 

Besides the benefit of the location, it is interesting to 
note the types of properties that are being sold. Of 
this year’s 22 house sales (7 more than this time last 

year), 45% fell into the category of “needs work”. If 
these properties are presented correctly and buyers 
are informed about the types of improvements 
that are suitable, they can see value in paying a 
premium to secure these homes. This is when I 
find, local knowledge of the selling agent involved 
can best inform the buyers looking at the property. 
The most common line of questioning from buyers 
looking to carry out improvements is what can and 
cannot be done.

The short supply of all houses in the area has kept 
this local market buoyant with a constant stream of 
frustrated buyers contacting me on a daily basis. More 
and more buyers are comparing the dollar value in 
Artarmon against areas such as Mosman and Neutral 
Bay. The increase of enquiries from buyers with larger 
budgets indicates better value for money is seen here.

Who buys Artarmon houses?


