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Report Card

Project: Lane Cove Tunnel

FAILED Community Consultation

Lots of talking and not much listening. Suggestions and complaints from
Community generally ignored, with only minor marginal improvements in outcome
for the local community. Information supply very restricted, and often too late
for comment. No attempt to adequately investigate and respond to suggestions
that might have reduced the impost of additional traffic on Artarmon.

PASS Base Traffic Counts

Counts have been conducted at various locations around Artarmon.

FAILED Improvements to Arterial Roads to Chatswood

APA suggestions for improvements to Pacific Hwy / Mowbray Rd intersection
have been with the RTA for over two years yet still no commitment to implement.
APA’s communications regarding this with the Minister remain unanswered.

FAILED Measures to Discourage Traffic to Chatswood via local Artarmon roads
The LATM plan provides only one measure that might assist with this outcome.

FAILED Local Area Traffic Management Plans

COA 37 required LATM plans to be agreed six months prior to the tunnel
opening. LATM plans have just been distributed to the community for
comment which closes less than one month from the tunnel opening.

FAILED Public Transport Improvements

No provision of bus stops on the Gore Hill freeway in
the vicinity of the Artarmon Industrial Area.

PASS Air Quality Monitoring

Monitoring station located at Artarmon Public School.
Concerns remain regarding the ‘averaging’ of data.

FAILED Provision for Future Tunnel Air Filtration

Analysis of how future filtration can be incorporated into the tunnel’s
design was only undertaken after the tunnel was almost completely
built. The analysis completely ignored the lower costs of possible
alternatives, resulting in a “solution” that is prohibitively expensive.

RESULT This project profits others at Artarmon’s expense.
58% traffic increases as forecast likely.
Safety in local streets compromised.
Air quality suspect.

APA Christmas Celebration 10 December 6pm
Special guest Mr Gil Davis. Your invitation is on Page 2.
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Editorial
This time last year, I wrote that “the APA’s efforts to continue to achieve the best outcomes for
our community in relation to the Lane Cove Tunnel project are still top of our agenda”. Another
year later, and the APA has worked tirelessly again for 12 months to continue to achieve same.
No political affiliations, no whispering in developers’ ears – simply local residents, working for our
suburb and our community.
2006 has been a milestone for the Gazette – four 16-page issues, made possible through the
generous support of our advertisers and the assistance of the great team of volunteers who help
write, produce and deliver what we think is one of the best local publications around!
We look forward to 2007, and to continuing to bring you local information and issues. As
always, we welcome your feedback and contributions.
A safe and happy holiday season to each and everyone.
Anne Weinert
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au

Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,

If the present direction of evolution of the mainstream media continues, the only paper worth
reading will be the Gazette. Congratulations to the Editor & helpers, please persevere.
John Jones, Artarmon
Dear Editor,
In Edition 35 of the Artarmon Gazette, Councillor Kate Lamb asked if anyone had a problem with
the Freeway Hotel having a 24 hour licence? Personally I do not see this being a problem in the
Artarmon area. Unlike Chatswood we do not have multiple venues. Whilst the Great Northern is
only across the road it is in the suburb of Chatswod, and due to restrictions there because of the
adjoining unit blocks, which were established after the Great Northern, it is forced to cease trade
at midnight. The ‘Freeway’, however, is in the industrial area next to the Gore Hill Freeway, who
could it possibly offend for it to trade 24 hours? What better place to have this type of establishment, just far enough away from the residential area not to cause disturbance and just close
enough for the Artarmon residents to enjoy a few beers with some friends.
Regards,
Greg Smallwood, Buller Road, Artarmon

The Committee of the APA invites you to our

Christmas Celebration
Special Guest:

Mr Gil Davis
of Hometraders Gil Davis & Associates

“Artarmon - the last 21 years”
Sunday 10 December from 6.00pm
Artarmon Bowling Club, Burra Road
Food will be
provided. Please
RSVP so we
can cater.
Drinks are available
for purchase
at the club.
Kids are welcome
- fun for all ages!

RSVP

by Wed 6 December
to
Michelle Sloane
9415 4497
or
Erica Steppat
sec@artarmonprogress.org.au

9904 6064

President’s Report
Thankyou to all who attended our AGM
and a special thank you to those who volunteered (with great encouragement from Barry
Thompson) to become involved in the APA’s
committees. It is particularly encouraging to
see some young blood joining the committees
and I would like to welcome our new members of the General Committee: Eva Wiland,
Mel Travis, Robert Newman & Ross Dickson.
The meeting also marked the end of an era when
Keith Anderson decided not to restand after
many years of tireless work on the committee,
including three as President. I would like to thank
Keith for his fantastic efforts in achieving some
great positives for Artarmon and I look forward to
his indirect continuing involvement with the APA.
Those at the meeting were also privy to the
plans for the Artarmon Library site, which are
now on display for public comment. I would
urge you all to view the plans and to let the
Council know of your thoughts regarding this
worthy enhancement for Artarmon.
The Lane Cove Tunnel (LCT) continues to be a
‘bee in the bonnet’ for the APA. The APA has
always endeavoured to provide constructive comment to this project despite the forecast negative
impacts on Artarmon. It is becoming apparent
however, that unfortunately there is a need for
the APA to become more political, especially
with the opening of the tunnel scheduled for
December and the forthcoming State elections in
March next year, in order to achieve some positive
outcomes from the LCT for Artarmon.
The Minister’s Conditions of Approval (COA) for
the LCT were thought to provide some protection to the adverse impacts of the tunnel on
Artarmon as forecast in the Environmental Impact
Statement. As you can see from our report card
on the front page, the Government and RTA have
failed Artarmon miserably and it would appear

by Michael Dawes

that many of the COA are meaningless.
COA 34 required the RTA to investigate measures to improve vehicular access to Chatswood
by arterial roads such as the Pacific Hwy and to
discourage use of Reserve Rd and other local
roads through Artarmon. A concept plan to add
an additional right hand turn lane from the Pacific
Hwy into Mowbray Rd has been prepared, however the APA believes the RTA could do a lot better than this, for example by adding a left hand
turn lane from Mowbray turning southbound
onto the Highway. Our ideas were first conveyed
to the RTA in 2004 and again to the Minister,
who then requested the RTA to investigate, in
March this year. We are still awaiting an answer
despite repeated follow-ups. If the Government
and RTA had the foresight to do something about
this and our earlier suggestions for the Gore Hill
Freeway / Pacific Hwy intersection then possibly
our concerns regarding the forecast 58% increase
in traffic through Artarmon might not exist.
COA 37 required the RTA to prepare a Local
Area Traffic Management plan to identify
measures to mitigate the impact of significant
increases in traffic through Artarmon that
result from the operation of the LCT. As we
have seen from the plan recently distributed
for community comment there is little scope to
meet this objective. The APA however, urges
everyone to complete and return the survey
with the addition of a comment requesting the
RTA to comply fully with COA 34 & 37.
Interestingly, COA 38 prevents the tunnel operator from collecting any toll until an implementation program for the LATM measures is in place.
With the delay in the LATM process and the early
tunnel opening, will we see another meaningless COA or will the operator be extending their
month of ‘No Tolls’?
COA 50 (assessment of bus stops on the Gore

APA – What’s Been Happening
•

•

The Artarmon Library Masterplan has been
placed on public viewing with submissions
due by November 17. The APA will be
submitting their thoughts and suggestions
to one of 3 design options and encourages everyone to take a look as well. The
Masterplan is available in Artarmon Library,
Council Chambers or on the Willoughby City
Council website. It is a great opportunity for
Artarmon to improve its public facilities and
one that should not be overlooked.
Work around Artarmon Oval and Reserve is
nearing completion. APA has been a major
force driving the Council to finally relocate
3 southern flood lights towards the actual
playing fields. This is 20 years overdue! This
is largely due to retired APA Committee
member Keith Anderson’s tireless efforts.

•

APA has recently purchased a broom
for Artarmon Library. Although this may
seem trivial, Suzanne, the Librarian, was
bringing her broom in from home. So, the
broom has been very warmly accepted!

•

A Masterplan is currently on exhibition for
an upgrade of the Gore Hill Park and its sur-
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rounds. Although this is not in our Council
area, many local residents walk through
the Cemetery or use the oval; the plans
are encouraging for the area. Concerns for
local traffic in the area however may not be
so favourable, namely in Herbert Street, St
Leonards.
•

One of the upsides of the Lane Cove Tunnel
opening is that the APA will be involved in
the development of a Time Capsule to be
placed in the Tunnel. We are currently collecting interesting pictures and items to place
in the Capsule. If anybody feels they would
like to contribute, please email the Secretary
at sec@artarmonprogress.org.au

•

APA is setting out to bring together all of
the available historical documents relating to
Artarmon. These will be placed in the forthcoming new Willoughby City Council Library.
It is possible also that some of this history
will be able to be displayed in time in the
new Artarmon Branch Library. The APA has
requested its archive files from the Mitchell
Library and will also ask for local collections
and donations in time.

Hill Freeway to provide access to the
Artarmon Industrial
Area) resulted in nothing, all too hard.
Disturbingly for our
health, COA 153
(tunnel to provide
for future installation
Michael Dawes
of an appropriate
pollution control system to treat tunnel air emissions) has also turned out to be worth less than
the paper it is written on. It was not until May
2006 that the NSW Department of Planning
(DoP) required the RTA to demonstrate how the
design of the tunnel should address this condition. By then, construction of the tunnel was
largely complete, and the window of opportunity
to incorporate an optimal retrofit option into the
tunnel’s overall design had been wasted. Further,
the DoP directed the designers not to consider intunnel filtration, even though this may well be the
most effective filtration solution. And finally, the
designers of the pollution control retrofit system
were under no obligation to consider the cost
implications of their design choice. So their design
“solution” is prohibitively expensive, involving very
complex additional tunnelling to locate filtration
equipment underground near the stacks.
The Premier’s recent back flip in the face of
an election to not introduce the Epping Road
changes to maximize public transport capacity
is also of concern as this is likely to increase air
pollution along the Gore Hill Freeway due to its
inability to handle the additional traffic.
Let’s hope the New Year brings us some better
news. Best wishes for a safe, healthy and happy
festive season and New Year. Please join us at
our Public Information Meeting (details page 2)
to celebrate.

Suggest a Name for White St Park
White St Park is receiving a facelift,
commencing in 2007. Council is seeking
to find a new name for the park, and
is inviting the community, through the
APA, to put forward suggestions.
The Park is part of the land originally developed as Chamberlain Hills Estate from the
deceased estate of Thomas Broughton. The
estate developers named the streets, but Carol
Russell, WCC’s local studies librarian, cannot
find out who White St was named after.
Council has suggested ‘Fig Tree Park’ in
recognition of a natural feature of the area,
but other suggestions will be considered.
To make a suggestion, write to
Artarmon Gazette, “White St Park”,
PO Box 540, Artarmon NSW 1570 or
email editor@artarmonprogress.org.au
by 15 December 2006.
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Public School News

by Katrina Weir

SRC Supports Australians in Kyrgyzstan
A chance meeting with a volunteer teacher led to Artarmon Public School’s support of six children currently living in Kyrgyzstan.
The children, most of whom are Australian, are in Kyrgyzstan* with their parents who are working as aid agency volunteers to help progress the city of Osh. The children range in age from five
to 11 (kindergarten to year six) and attend
school in Kyrgyzstan where they are taught
by a dedicated Australian volunteer teacher,
Yvonne Holmes.
Artarmon Public School teacher Robyn Tolnay
met Yvonne before she left for Kyrgyzstan
and subsequently decided to propose to the
Artarmon’s Student Representative Council
(SRC), the student body responsible for
community fund-raising, that it sponsor the
Australian families in 2006.
The SRC agreed, so in response to Yvonne’s
request for books and quality pens and pencils,
it hosted a ‘mufti day’ which raised around
$300. Each class was then invited to submit its
Anna, one of the Australian children, trekking
favourite book title to its SRC representative. A
in Kyrgyzstan.
comprehensive book list was compiled and as
many books as possible were purchased with the money raised by the children.

MICHAEL SIMMONS

FAREWELL
Attention all past Artarmon
Public School families!

Michael Simmons has been a talented,
dedicated and enthusiastic principal of
Artarmon Public School for the past nine
years. He is retiring at the end of the year.
A celebration of Michael’s retirement is
planned for Wednesday 20th December
from 6pm at the Artarmon Bowling Club
and all past parents of Artarmon Public
School students are welcome.
If you would like to attend, please contact
Cath Gyles on clgyles@hotmail.com (note
“Mr Simmons Farewell” as the subject) or
contact the school office on 9411 1950
to arrange for an emailed invitation that
includes details of costs and catering.

With the parcel all wrapped and ready to go, Robyn was confronted with an unexpected barrier;
the prohibitive postage cost. As the funds raised by the children had been spent on books, one
of the Artarmon Public School parents approached a local courier company for sponsorship of
the postage. A compassionate employee decided to donate his personal staff allowance to the
project and his generosity enabled additional items such as Artarmon school sports socks and
teaching resources to be added to the parcel.
Ironically, despite the lack of day-to-day resources available to Yvonne and the children, they have
access to modern computer technology that enables them to email around the globe. Students
at Artarmon Public School have been corresponding via email with the children in Kyrgyzstan and
copies of letters received from Kyrgyzstan are copied and placed into a folder located in every
classroom throughout the school.
“Maintaining a record of communication from the children in Kyrgyzstan provides each class
with a constant reminder of our school’s sponsorship and allows them to follow the children’s
progress,” explained Robyn Tolnay, the teacher coordinating the Kyrgyzstan project. “This project
continues to be exciting and rewarding for all the children at Artarmon school and we are looking forward to a visit from some of the children when next they are in Australia,” she said.
Kyrgyzstan is a country in Central Asia. It is landlocked and mountainous, bordering
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and the People’s Republic of China.

*

Ceramic Sculptures Remind Students of Need for Water Conservation
Artarmon Public School’s talented infant teacher, Katherine Simms, is the impetus behind a
creative arts project aimed at raising awareness
of the importance of water conservation.
As a result of Katherine’s vision and commitment,
both the infant and primary campuses are now
home to a beautiful ceramic water tile backboard
located above the water bubblers at each site.
In creating the sculptures, every child at the
school was invited to design and sculpt a ceramic
tile, complete with their initials for identification
and future reference. Each individual tile was
then glazed and fired before being affixed to the
wall to form part of the overall design.
Katherine is delighted with the outcome
of the project and excited by the children’s
response to the sculptures.
“I was keen to involve the children in a collaborative project that reminded them of the impor-
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tance of looking after our water, and reinforced
the idea that every one of us can make a difference to our current water situation.
“The result has been very pleasing. The children are often heard reminding each other to
turn off the taps and if a toilet is broken, they
now know to report it immediately so that any
water leakage can be stopped.

cept of three dimensions.
The project was made possible by an arts grant
of $500 from the ANZ bank, and the donation
of paint from Bunnings Hardware in Artarmon.

“I am delighted that we have a permanent
reminder of the need for water conservation and that it has been created by every
child at Artarmon Public School in 2006,”
Katherine explained.
Katherine Simms has a Masters of Art Education
and is passionate about encouraging children to
appreciate art as well as developing their range
of artistic skills. She is particularly excited about
the ceramic water sculpture project as it provided
the children with the opportunity to work with
clay and for many, introduced them to the con-

Teacher Katherine Simms in front of one
of the water sculptures with kindergarten
students Jasper Sagarsor, Raena Ng, Claire
Koruga, Pim Takahashi and Claire Sim.
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Enjoy a Traditional Christmas Fair
at the Freeway Hotel with family & friends

Christmas luncheon packages
now available
•
•
•
•
•
•

Get in Front. Stay in Front.

Giving children a
brighter future

Great atmosphere
Book early to avoid disappointment
Groups from 2 to 100
Convenient secure underground parking
Freeway hotel bus available
Check out our website for menu packages

We look forward to making your
Christmas Function one to remember
for all the right reasons.

Professional tutoring in

Maths
Spelling
Reading
Grammar
Comprehension

Phone for a free assessment for your child

• Artarmon
• Frenchs Forest
• Mona Vale

9884 7744
9975 2000
9999 3469

Bistro 9437 3500
Lounge Bar 9437 0000
Cnr. Reserve Rd & Gore Hill Freeway Artarmon www.freewayhotel.com.au

artarmon framing is on the move!
fter 5 years at 41 Whiting Street, our lease is up
on the 16 December this year.
We were hoping that we could conﬁrm the address of our new premises,
but to date of the Gazette going to press, we have not signed the ﬁnal
papers. We can say, however, that we will be staying here in Artarmon.
We will be keeping the same contact phone numbers but if there are
temporary problems during the transition, please contact Bob on his
mobile 0411 879 677.
We will be letting all our valued clients know by mail of our new address
as soon as conﬁrmed.
To everyone, merry Xmas, a happy new year and thank you for your
valued support.

Bob & Lynn Greaves • Tamara Gruzdev • 9439 9992
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Three times a winner

by Glenda Hewitt

Local pharmacist, Claire O’Reilly (right), was awarded the Young Pharmacist of The Year 2006 by
the Pharmaceutical Society of Australia (PSA) at the Pharmacy Australia Congress in Cairns recently.
The PSA Excellence Awards are the pharmacy profession’s most prestigious awards and annually
recognise the stand out achievers in the profession.
A pharmacist and a young pharmacist - who are involved in innovative practice, who strive to raise
practice standards and who through their professionalism, provide a model of practice which others
strive to emulate - are chosen by a panel of past and present PSA National Presidents.
The Young Pharmacist the Year is presented to a pharmacist with less than ten years experience
and who is under 35 years of age.
Local pharmacist Nick Logan said “We are all very proud of Claire because we have seen her strive
tirelessly to improve pharmacy practice and health care in the local community.”
Claire has been working at Nick Logan Pharmacist Advice since her pre-registration year in 2004.
“When she got registered we couldn’t bear to let her go,” he said.
Since the introduction of the awards in 1996, Nick Logan Pharmacist Advice has nurtured three
winners of the PSA Young Pharmacist of the Year. Artarmon has been producing winners since
2000. Claire joins former Nick Logan Pharmacist Advice graduates, Alison Roberts and Simon
Bell, who have previously won the Young Pharmacist of the Year award.

Claire O’Reilly of Nick Logan Pharmacist Advice

New Look for Optometrist
Local Artarmon Optometrist Roland Tan has sold his
business to Stuart Schipp. “Stuart had been working
with me since April 2005, and with my decision to
spend more time with my family, Stuart was the logical person to take over the business”, said Roland.
“Since I came to Artarmon in 1996, I have seen lots
of kids grow up, and into or out of glasses. It’s been
a great place to have a business, and even though
the name of the business is changing, I am staying
on and continuing to work with Stuart”.
Stuart has been working as an optical dispenser for 9
years, and has particularly enjoyed his time working in
Artarmon. “It’s a real community”, Stuart said. “The
locals shop here, and there is a strong sense of loyalty
to the local businesses. I am looking forward to supporting and being involved with the community.”
The Artarmon Progress Association thanks Roland for
his community support, including regular advertising in
the Gazette, and looks forward to our continued association with Stuart and Artarmon Vision Specialists.

Optometrist
Artarmon Vision Specialists
Optometrist • spectacles • sunglasses
Stuart Schipp - Opt. Dispenser
Roland Tan - B.Optom. UNSW
122 Hampden Rd, Artarmon
Mon-Fri: 9am-6pm
Saturday: 9am-12.30pm
Closed Wednesdays
9412 3757
Free Eye exams
(medicare conditions apply)
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Roland Tan and Stuart Schipp, new owner of Artarmon Vision Specialists

Harmonic Dance
weaving the etheric

For information on classes, workshops
and performances please contact
Deborah Whitford.
Phone: 9411 4232 or 4784 3658
Email: deborah@harmonicstudies.org

THE ARTARMON CENTRE FOR
HARMONIC STUDIES
139 Artarmon Road, Artarmon
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Meet our new Committee Members
The APA’s new Committee members
answer the following questions:
1. Why did you join the APA?
2. What would you like to achieve with the APA in the next
12 months?
3. What do you like best about living in Artarmon?
4. How do you see Artarmon changing in the next 10
years?
5. Brief summary of yourself.
Ross Dickson:
1. Interested in the growth and development of Artarmon
to ensure the people’s voices are heard and are able to
provide the needs of the future generation.
2. Help bring the community together.
3. Community atmosphere and spirit towards supporting
the local small business. Working together on projects
that affect the identity of what is Artarmon.
4. More family atmosphere, more involvement in community projects or initiatives.
5. True local- born, bred and raised in Artarmon. Owner/
operator of the local Hairdresser ‘Hair on Wilkes’ on
Elizabeth St.
Robert Newman:
1. Michael Dawes asked me at the meeting and other committee members have asked over the last year and finally
decided to give it a try.
2. Try to have some influence in minimising the impact of
additional traffic flows from the opening of the Lane Cove
Tunnel (LCT) while not causing too much disruption to the
Artarmon community trying to get to work and home.
3. It is close to work and in the opposite direction to peak
hour traffic flows.
4. Unfortunately I see the residential area becoming an
island that the RTA tries to stop people getting in and out

of via Mowbray Rd.
5. I work for an independent provider of quantitative investor sentiment research of listed companies (yes, it can
be as dull as it sounds). I am single, and live in a small
unit block in Cleland Rd opposite the train line. I am also
in the local SES (Willoughby-Lane Cove) which is based
nearby in Naremburn.
Mel Travis:
1. I have joined the APA as a new resident hoping to get to
know the people and issues of my new neighbourhood.
2. As the Public Information Meeting Co-ordinator and
committee member, I want to be as useful as possible!
3. I like the trees and good range of businesses.
4. I hope many more residents have a time on the committee to augment the excellent and tireless efforts of the
current committee who work for our community in their
spare time for free.
5. I am a Registered Nurse in Reserve Rd, blissfully
unattached, with a passion for music, horses and sailing.

Ross Dickson

Robert Newman

Eva Wiland:
1. I joined the APA because I was concerned about the
impact of the LCT on Artarmon residents.
2. I would like APA to make the NSW Government accountable and ultimately do something about the traffic
problems they are creating in our community as a result
of the Governement’s Public/Private Partnership with the
LCT developers.
3. It has a nice village atmosphere and strong community
feel.
4. I would like Artarmon to become a vibrant, environmentally sustainable and safe community in which to live.
5. I have lived in Artarmon for the past 17 years. I come
from Norway originally, but I’ve lived in Australia for the
past 33 years - I’ve been a naturalised Australian for 23
years. I am a business journalist by profession. I am widowed and I have two grown-up sons and a grandson.

Mel Travis

Eva Wiland

ARTARMON COMMUNITY FAIR 2007
Date:

Saturday 5 May 2007

Time:

10.00am - 3.00pm

Location:

Wilkes Ave Plaza, Elizabeth St &
Hampden Rd

Theme:

Celebrating our Community & Heritage

Stall Cost:

Basic stall sponsorship $250
Basic stall hire $100

Heritage Exhibitions • Photography by Barbara Bryan • Mothers Day Gifts & Raffle • Cakes, jams
& biscuits • Sausage Sizzle • Jewellery • Plants • Bushland & bushcare displays • Jumping Castle
• JELLYBEAN the CLOWN • Funky Dance Studio • Sustainability & energy conservation displays •
Water conservation display • Second-hand books • Art & Craft Supplies • AND LOTS MORE!!!!!!!!

Artarmon Businesses Please Help!!!! …the APA needs your help to ensure the
continued success of the Artarmon Community Fair, which helps to raise money
for many worthy local organisations. Please contact Michelle Sloane on 9410 0481.
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Local Councils Some Financial Trends
Although Local Government may appear to
have less significance than State & Federal
Government, in total it disposes of billions of
dollars. In 2003-04, the most recent comparative data available, NSW Local Government
spent, including capital, about $6.96 billion, of
which Willoughby City Council’s [WCC’s] share
was some $63 million. How are we to judge
whether this disposal of our rates & other
charges is cost-effective? Short of undertaking a blow-by-blow audit of Council activities,
we can compare a number of performance
parameters to those of other Councils.
This seems to be the approach of the NSW
Dept of Local Govt [DLG] which publishes
annual tables of performance parameters for
all NSW Councils, albeit a couple of years after
the event. Of course, administrative efficiency
& effectiveness are not the only determinants
of overall cost effectiveness; other factors are,
for example, whether the area is rural, urban or
metropolitan, the socio-economic level of the
area’s inhabitants & the size of its population.
Willoughby falls into DLG’s group 2 classification - metropolitan small & medium Councils
having populations less than 70,000. In
2003-04, there were 18 Councils in this group
which spent, including capital, about $828
million with an average per Council of some
$46 million & a range of from $9 million for
the “smallest” Council to $85 million for the

by John Jones

“biggest”. So, even within DLG’s classification,
care needs to be exercised in comparing one
council to another. The Councils most similar to
Willoughby in terms of total expenditure would
be Leichhardt, North Sydney & Woollahra.

•

The average rate of increase of ordinary
expenditure by group 2 councils in 200203 dollars was 2.6% pa.

•

The capital expenditure ratio for WCC varied from 0.73 to 1.66 over the 5 year period from 1999-2000 to 2003-04 [no earlier
data available]. This variation presumably
reflects a ‘lumpiness’ in capital expenditure.

•

The average residential rate in WCC (in
2002-03 dollars) decreased at an average
annual rate of 1.0% over the 7 years to
2003-04; however this result could be confounded by a change in housing mix during
the period. It turns out that the number of
residences in WCC increased at an average
annual rate of 2.7% over this period, a high
proportion of which would have been of
higher density, which would be expected to
incur lower rates per residence.

In 2003-04:
•

The total ordinary [current] expenditure by
all NSW Councils was 3.3% of total NSW
household expenditure;

•

The Capital Expenditure Ratio for WCC
was 0.91 compared to the average for
group 2 Councils of 1.30; this ratio is the
ratio of capital expenditure to the reduction in assets due to depreciation. A value
of 1 would indicate that the two are in
balance & a value of less than 1 that capital expenditure is not keeping up; and

•

The largest item of ordinary [non-capital]
expenditure by WCC was employee costs
at 42.7%, about the same as the group 2
average.

Looking now at trends over the 7 year period
from 1997-98 to 2003-04:
•

Total household consumption expenditure
in NSW as a whole increased at about
3.8% a year in constant 2002-03 dollars
while WCC ordinary expenditure increased
at 1.9% a year.

This statistical snapshot is not intended to
identify issues for criticism of WCC but rather
to put together some financial background
which may be of interest to ratepayers.
Clearly, this note raises as many questions as
it may answer, some of which will be covered
in a future article. A comprehensive set of statistics on local government is available & your
correspondent would be happy to address any
related questions readers may have.
John C M Jones on jcmj@tpg.com.au

Artarmon St Leonards
Chamber of Commerce News
The inaugural AGM for The Artarmon St
Leonards Chamber of Commerce was held at
the Freeway Hotel on 26 July 2006.

Our Patron Members (in alphabetical order):
Freeway Hotel
Northern Courier
Snap Printing
Taurus Marketing
Wyvern Smash Repairs

The Board of Directors were voted in and
are:
Lynn Greaves, Artarmon Framing,
President
Sharon Williams, Taurus Marketing,
Vice President
Committee members (in alphabetical order):
Patricia Carey, Pacific Mist Watering
Systems
Paul Celoni, Northern Courier ( formerly
Sydney Weekly)
Bob Greaves, Artarmon Framing
Peter Johnston, Johnston Properties
Kevin O’Hara, Snap Printing
Shamal Tennakoon, Infotech

Guest Speakers at the Chamber Luncheons
this year have been: Paul Orton, ABL State
Chamber of Commerce; John Owen, General
Manager Willoughby City Council; David
Campbell, Minister for Regional Development,
Minister the Illawarra and Minister for Small
Business; and Professor Roy Green.
On the Chamber Agenda are:
•

The finalisation of the upgraded LEP for
the Artarmon Industrial Area

•

The study by the Minister of Transport
to obtain a bus to travel through the
Artarmon Industrial Area

•

Addressing the parking problems particularly within the Artarmon Industrial Area

Honorary Solicitor
Deborah Chee, DSC Law Firm
Honorary Auditor
Louie Zappiro, Zappiro Holdings
Secretary
Di Taylor
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All the above issues have been, and will be
addressed in collaboration with Willoughby
City Council and the Artarmon Progress
Association. We would particularly like to
thank Keith Andersen, formerly Government

Liaision with the APA, for initiating discussions
in relation to the bus service.
Xmas Luncheon
Thursday 7th December, Freeway Hotel
Speaker: Alan Jones
Bookings essential on 9438 5598
We wish to thank the Artarmon Gazette for
making this space available to the Chamber
and would advise all business owners in the
area, that the Gazette is the only publication
received throughout all of the industrial area
and postcode area 2064.
We have advertised in the Gazette for our
own business over the last 5 years and it has
reaped great benefits for us.
A very merry Xmas to all and may 2007 be
happy, healthy & prosperous.
Lynn Greaves
President
9438 5598
astlcoc@bigpond.net.au
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People of influence:
Professor Ron McCallum AO with Glenda Hewitt for the Gazette
In 2006, Professor Ron McCallum was awarded an Officer of the Order of Australia Award
for service to the law, particularly as a tertiary
educator and industrial relations policy advisor to
the government and to the community through
support for people with visual impairments and
in the areas of social justice and human rights.
Professor McCallum has been blind since birth.
What does Artarmon smell, taste and
sound like to someone who can’t see?
I live in a quiet area of Artarmon and one of
the first things I noticed when I moved here
fourteen years ago was the kookaburras and the
birds. To have birds and this land so close to the
city is very important to me. The downside of
the area is the television towers because I get a
lot of buzzing in my radio and can’t get a good
FM signal. Radio is also important to me and I
am Chairman of Radio 2RPH (1224 on the AM
band) which broadcasts the newspapers to visually impaired people.
Walking around the shops on Hampden Road I
subconsciously do a lot by smell. When I cross
over at the Hampden Road traffic lights I can
smell the fruit shop and if I turn to my right I
can smell Bakers Delight. I can also smell the
flower shop and if you walk a bit further you
get that metallic smell of the grocery shop.
Going the other way, if the door is open and the
wind is right I can smell the chemist shop because
of the scents. Then I can hear the noise of the
drycleaner, and, as I cross over that little road
there is a smell of chicken because of the food
shops along that strip of Hampden Road. There’s
also another bread shop which has a different
smell to the sugary smell of Bakers Delight.
Around about 12 o’clock you can feel the
change of wind and the movement of current
in and out of the harbour. I’m very conscious
of the wind so that’s a nice feel. I also enjoy
the cycles of the moon. You get a heightened
awareness of things when the moon is full.
What has struck me about Artarmon Road and
Hampden Road – and we’ve been here almost
14 years - is that the traffic levels have increased
markedly. Even at 6am when I go down to get
the newspapers from George, there are trucks
and heavy traffic.
What makes Artarmon a
liveable place for you?
I enjoy the village feel of that little strip of shops.
There aren’t too many places like this. My doctor
is just across beyond the Post Office and within
easy reach. My physio is upstairs at the back of
the fruit shop area and there’s a grocery store,
liquor shop and all the shops I need.
At 6am I always say good morning to Mary in the
fruit shop. She is the mother of some of the people who work in the family business. And I know
Michael who cuts hair and the people in the
chemist shop. It’s hard to think of places that are
close to the city and still have that village feel.
Do you find it easy to get around?
The railway station is relatively easy to use as it’s
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not complicated by having many platforms. Also
it’s a close train ride into town which makes it
easy for me to get to work. However, there is
a downside for less mobile people and young
parents because of the steep narrow stairs. Also,
there is no real access to the station for friends
in wheelchairs.
You are currently the Dean of the
University of Sydney law school.
What does that involve?
The Dean is, to use modern parlance, chief
executive of the Law School, which is one of the
most prestigious and oldest in Australia.
That sort of job requires a lot of
paperwork so how do you manage?
I could not have managed it 15 years ago. It’s
been the advent of computers that has made
it possible. I have a computer with synthetic
speech and a Braille keyboard. I also have a
scanner that scans material into my computer
so I can now scan a book into the computer or
take legal material off the internet. This extraordinary change in my life started to occur in the
late 1980s.
At what point did you decide you
were going to study law?
It was the mid 60s when I completed high
school and there weren’t computers then. There
were very few occupations I could think about.
The clerical jobs were closed. I could make baskets or work in a factory but I wasn’t very good
at making baskets! I was looking to be a high
school teacher in history but I got very good
marks and was able to get into law school. My
mother said to give it a go and I suddenly found
I was reasonably good at it.
Then in 1970, in my fourth year, I needed to
have a day’s break from class so I had a day
to write. The only way I could do this was by
studying industrial law, which at the time I didn’t
know much about. However it was an option
and it gave me a day free. Within two weeks
I decided that my life was going to be as an
industrial/labour lawyer and teacher. I’ve now
been doing that for 36 years.
What was the biggest time
of change for you?
A lot changed in the 80s. I met my wife Mary at
a dinner of lawyers and we got engaged within
six weeks. We subsequently had three children
and about the time the first child arrived I got
my first talking computer. Within a couple years
I had a scanner that could scan books. At that
time my life was changed by marriage, fatherhood, sexuality and technology.
Do you find that attitudes to you as
a blind person have changed?
Yes, remarkably. At nearly 58 years of age I’m a
bit like the feminist of my generation. In my early
years you just had to work hard if you wanted
to succeed as a blind person. People didn’t
think about disability in the 60s and 70s and I
found that the only way I could keep up was
by working horrendously long hours. I think we

Professor Ron McCallum AO
now have a more open concern about disability
but we have a long way to go. I look pretty ablebodied in a situation of my own choosing but I
am actually a person with a significant disability.
A month ago I fell over in front of the chemist
shop and became totally disorientated. The
people in the shop helped me until Mary came.
I’m reasonably self-sufficient but when I get
disoriented I will appear quite disabled and not in
control. There’s still that element of being blind.
Are people afraid to offer assistance
for fear of being offensive?
People often ask politely whether I need some
help. And even if I don’t I’ll often take it because
it’s important to establish relationships and to
put people at their ease. No one owes us disabled people a living – it’s important for us to
make our living but it is also important for us to
interact with the community. It’s a fine balance.
Everything has its place and everything moves
on. All lives have steps forward and back and
traumas and complexities. When I’ve finished
being Dean I’ll go back to being an ordinary
teacher plus I’ve got a book that I’m halfway
through that I want to finish.

YOUR LOCAL
DRY CLEANING
SPECIALIST
also handles

• Doonas, blankets
• Curtains
• Wedding gowns

ARTARMON
DRYCLEANERS
98 Hampden Road Artarmon
~ opposite the station ~

Phone 9419 2830
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...feedback
Sustainability and
Climate Change
Things seem to be ‘hotting up’ on the subjects
of sustainability and its
Barry Thompson close cousin, climate
change. The loss of
most winter crops in SE Australia due to utter
failure of spring rains, and severe bushfires
in early October, made headlines at the same
time as Al Gore’s compelling film convinces
many about the ‘inconvenient’ truth of global
warming. These events seem to have come
together to show both the public and sceptical politicians that the time for action and
change is now.
Your Council has been encouraging greater
awareness of sustainability issues through
many of its ‘e-Restore’ suite of programs over
several years. We now have a larger and more
loyal group of volunteer bush-carers than any
other council in NSW. Our recycling achievements are also the envy of many councils. The
e-Restore program was funded by a levy on
rates. That levy was introduced and extended
with very little objection. So I draw the conclusion that most ratepayers are in favour of our
actions. However, a paucity of new faces at
e-Restore events suggests that many ratepayers remain largely uncommitted. Perhaps they
remain ‘on the fence’ with thoughts such as
‘I just don’t have time’, ‘what impact can I
have?’ or ‘what impact can Australia have?’
Some leaders, such as Gore and Tim Flannery,
exhort us to start the change process with small
steps in our own lives – steps like recycling,
saving water and reducing our energy consumption. Others, like Clive Hamilton of the Australia
Institute, say that we need to be ‘told’. He
points out that leaded petrol, with its health
risks, was not abolished by people deciding not
to buy it but by prohibition through government

legislation. But which politician or party will be
brave enough to propose such legislation in the
face of powerful vested interests while the public appears apathetic? Both views are correct: let
us have voters demanding political change and
backing it up with visible actions of our own.
Obvious activism in Willoughby might involve
joining a Sustainability Street group. We
might choose to buy ‘green’ power, ie. electricity
that is generated from renewable sources. If we
believe in the power of the market, we might be
prepared to advocate (or at least acknowledge
to friends and colleagues) the logic of higher
prices for energy and water.
A recent commentary on the level of affluence
in present-day Australia mentioned that we
now spend a smaller proportion of our income
on water and most forms of energy that at
any time in the past. The economic ‘system’
encourages us to use more. How many of
us are prepared to concede that, in terms of
protecting the environment, the system is not
working and needs to be changed? Perhaps
Australia can be the place that makes the necessary changes and shows that possibility to
the rest of the world.
Furthermore, can we here in Willoughby be at
the forefront of that change process? We are
well-placed to do so: affluent, educated and
progressive. It seems to me that this must be
where not only our priority but also much of
our energy must be directed as a community.
For me, many of Willoughby’s traditional concerns become inconsequential by comparison.
To paraphrase from an epoch-changing book:
what profit for mankind if we gain the whole
world but lose the planet?
Your Council will be addressing the future of
e-Restore and its stance on sustainability and
climate change over coming months. Watch this
space. I would welcome any thoughts you may
have on how and when we might involve you.
barry.thompson@willoughby.nsw.gov.au;
9412 1596 (phone/fax)

Artarmon Medical Centre
92-94 HAMPDEN ROAD ARTARMON 2064

Artarmon Works
Depot
Readers might be
aware that Council
called for Expression
of Interests (EOI) on
Stuart Coppock
the Council Works
Depot Cnr Hampden
Rd and Frederick St. The EOI process has
reached the point where all tender documents have been assessed.
Council had a special meeting Saturday 28
October on the issue and direction by the
Council has been provided. Unfortunately
the details are confidential at this time but
the direction taken will possibly be public
by the time the Gazette is being read. I
suggest if you are interested you can contact me by email (see below) and as soon
as I am able I will let you know by return
email.
New State Template LEP
The State Government is requiring all
Councils in NSW to conform to a new local
planning (LEP) template. The first briefing
that Councillors have received is on the residential zoning template for the LEP.
Broadly, with 2(a) zoning there is no change
other than a change to the zone name.
With 2(a)2 there is also no overall change.
The change occurs in the medium and high
density zones. The current 2B, 2C and 2D
zonings go, and become R3 medium or R4
high density. The template distinguishes
between these two through criteria of
height and FSR (floor space ratio). The
reclassification of 2B, 2C and 2D into these
new planning zones requires detailed and
time consuming work reviewing each of the
existing zone areas.
Impacting on the new medium and high

PHYSIOTHERAPY

A personal, caring family practice for more than 26 years
- providing comprehensive and complete medical care
for you and your family.

For fifteen years,
Physiotherapist Ann
Liebert has run her
practice in Artarmon,
specialising in:

Artarmon’s only fully accredited General Practice
•
•
•
•
•
•
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women’s health
men’s health
heart checks
immunisation
allergy treatment
paediatrics

New child immunisation schedule

•
•
•
•
•

2, 4, 6 months: Infanrix Hexa (6 in 1)
and Pneumococcal
12 months: Mumps Measles Rubella,
Hib, Meningococcal

To feel your best, talk to one of the friendly GPs for the right advice.

ANN LIEBERT
&
JACKIE WALKER

Phone 9411 5858 • 9419 8448

Physiotherapists

18 months: Chickenpox (now free)

Back pain
Musculo-skeletal pain
Sports injuries
Occupational-related pain
Neck headaches

SUITE 6
110 HAMPDEN ROAD
ARTARMON
PH :

FAX :

9419 3404
9419 2880
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...feedback
density zones are the State Government’s
Metro Strategy and the regional response
to this from NSROC (North Shore Regional
Councils consisting of North Sydney,
Willoughby, Lane Cove, Ryde, Hunters
Hill, and Hornsby.) The Metro Strategy
requires 30,000 new dwellings in the
Inner North region of Willoughby, Ryde,
Mosman, North Sydney and Hunters Hill in
the next 25 years. The number allocated
to Willoughby is 8,000. The response from
WCC is that this is not possible and what
is feasible is between 4,100 and 4600 new
dwellings by 2034 . Even this requires a
whole lot of very detailed research and site
analysis. It is one thing to say this is what
can be achieved but the location for the
‘change up’ zoning to get these dwellings
on the ground in either medium or high
density rezonings is a lot of work. This has
yet to start.
Council Officers are working through all
of the new LEP zones to see what has
occurred on the ground and whether the
existing medium and higher density zones
have reached their capacity.
Those residents who lived through the
last lot of rezoning proposals required by
the State Government’s urban consolidation policies might recall how disruptive
this type of thing can be for communities.
Ku-ring-gai Council is still experiencing the
problems.
stuart.coppock@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

I’ve just returned from
the Local Government
Association’s Annual
Conference. The
Conference highlight
was most definitely Paul
Kate Lamb
Keating’s address. It made
a striking contrast to
the one which followed, that of the Planning
Minister himself, Frank Sartor. For anyone who
missed the story, Mr Keating’s view is that
today’s architects have foregone any claim to
integrity in their scramble for developers’ patronage – that their “modernist eggcrates” (residential highrise) are a “disfiguring eczema” on the
city compared to the grandeur of Sydney’s built
heritage of brick and stone. Particularly welcome
was his view that it is only local councils which
stand “sentry at the gate” between rapacious
developers and the public interest.
He made it clear that (any) Planning Minister
today is quite unable to act in the public interest because of the “wall of money” coming
at them from the development industry. How
interesting then to see in recent newspaper
reports these same developers calling for
a blanket ban on political donations. They
understand that the perception of corruption is now so widespread as to deserve this
unusual gauntlet to be thrown in front of our
twin political parties. Sadly, I think it unlikely
that either is ready to embrace this proposition,
despite a call from Conference that the LGSA

take the matter to Canberra with a view to
negotiating an agreement on political donations that is observed across the 3 levels of
government (not holding my breath).
In Willoughby we have experienced what is
becoming the norm with large and/or expensive developments east of Parramatta. The
$361 million Chatswood Transport Interchange/
CRI development was one of the first to be
“called in” by Minister Sartor, for his personal
attention. At the Conference he explained - in
response to my question as to why he had chosen to ignore the Conditions of Consent painstakingly prepared by our officers – that there
were “improvements to the public domain”
simply by providing a new railway station, and
that a child care centre being provided by the
developer justified foregoing any Section 94 levies. I took the opportunity too, to let him know
that now, our Access Committee is at loggerheads with the developer over access arrangements to the station from Frank Channon
Walk, a quite unnecessary situation if Council’s
drafted conditions had been imposed. So much
for his “partnership” with local government.
On the subject of access, I’m pleased to see
the footpath works on Burra Rd all but completed with imminent replacement of slabs
(around the Library), installation of 8 new
pram ramp/dropped kerbs in the vicinity of
Wilkes Plaza, Elizabeth St and Cameron Ave,
and I also anticipate sealing of the footpath in
the traffic island (not that I am expecting it to
muddy up any time soon!)
kate.lamb@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Update Your First Aid Requirements
For The New Year!

Under Occupational Health and Safety Regulations 2001, employers are
required to have a ﬁrst aid kit according to the size of the business.
If you are unsure what category your business falls into, or need to
update your ﬁrst aid kit, we have developed an order form detailing
what is required.
Our order form can be faxed, posted, or emailed immediately to anyone
requiring help in reassembling their ﬁrst aid kit.
Don’t hesitate to call us; we have well informed and helpful staff waiting
to assist you. You’ll love our service and we’re OPEN 7 DAYS.
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96 Hampden Road, Artarmon
Phone 9419 6880 Fax 9419 6868
Email nloganpa@bigpond.net.au
www.artarmon.pharmacistadvice.net.au
(Opposite Artarmon Station)
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Craftsmen Ofﬁce Interiors NSW Pty Ltd
The Enterprise Centre
1/78 Reserve Road
Artarmon NSW 2064
ph: 02 9906 6177
fax: 02 9906 4192
website: www.craftsmeninteriors.com.au
accounts/admin: admin@craftsmeninteriors.com.au

history

Craftsmen Ofﬁce Interiors NSW Pty Ltd moved into the Artarmon area (Cleg Street) in 1992. We
made the choice of Artarmon due to the close proximity to the city and north shore, as well as the
Artarmon area’s great village, public transport, parks, plenty of trees and great plans for the suburb’s
future. We purchased a property in Reserve Road (The Enterprise Centre) in 2000, in one of
the new industrial/commercial estates that have been established in Artarmon and have brought a
wide range of businesses to the area. The Progress Association, local members and businesses are
contributing greatly to Artarmon and we are proud to be part of this.

company

Craftsmen Ofﬁce Interiors NSW Pty Ltd was established in 1990, originally from Melbourne. We
specialise in Commercial Ofﬁce Interiors, construction and project management; we have a large
experienced team of 25 people and a wide base of customers. We service and maintain numerous
businesses in Artarmon, and also utilise the services of businesses in Artarmon.
If you require quotations or ideas on your existing ofﬁce ﬁt-outs please contact one of the persons below.

contact details
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Craig Learmonth

Karl Mofﬁtt

Paul Rowe

0418 673 401

0412 977 426

0418 976 779

craig@craftsmeninteriors.com.au

karlm@craftsmeninteriors.com.au

paul@craftsmeninteriors.com.au
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Summer - Drought and Heat in my Garden
All predictions warn of a long hot summer.
We’ve already had a taste of what is to come.
How is my garden surviving? It is a shady garden but because of tree roots there is competition for water and nutrients.
Water
I installed a tank when restrictions were first
introduced. It holds only 1800 litres, not
enough for me to use a hose or drip system.
I have cut my water usage to less than one
tenth for the period January to March.
•

I’ve not used a hose for more than three
years.

•

I dismantled my spray system and installed
a dripper system but soon found that
used too much water. I disconnected it
and haven’t used it for nearly three years.

•

All watering is by hand using a watering
can and water from the tank. Only new
plants, pots and baskets are watered.

•

The fish ponds are topped up from two
300 litre plastic tanks on the west side of
the house.

Mulch and Stones
All gardens are mulched. When gardens are
being refurbished I use 3-4 cm of cow manure
or compost followed by a thick layer of commercial mulch. I prefer tea-tree because of its
sympathetic colour but when unable to get it
earlier this year I used coir mulch blocks. I’m

allergic to the dust from some of the others
and the blocks are easy to handle. The bright
colour of coir fades after some weeks.

These and other revelations came from a
workshop by natural cleaning expert, Teresa
Rutherford, at our September meeting. Teresa
asked us to nominate any household problem we
currently tackle with mainstream chemical products and suggested more natural solutions that
are safer for people, pets and the environment.
Her remedies for cleaning everything from mouldy
showers to pongy pets and grubby cuffs are based
on organic and mineral products such as borax,
bicarbonate of soda, vinegar and cornflour. Some
solutions rely on simple H2O. For example, baking
dishes full of water in a hot oven will steam the
oven and soften the gunk that builds up. Don’t let
the dishes dry out as this will bake the gunk back
on. When you are ready you can scrape off the
gunk and/or wipe down the oven. If it is very dirty
you might want to use some vinegar and bicarb.
We wound up the session concocting our own
laundry powder and moth sachets. As well as
recipes, Teresa left us with handouts identifying useful websites and other resources, which

There is a fair amount of rock and stone
around the garden, most of it originally imported for design purposes. Years ago, when starting a garden on newly cleared sandstone soil
during a drought, I learned the trick of using
a stone at its base to stabilise a new plant and
preserve water. I found that the stones seemed
to draw water and plant roots took advantage
of that. The stone would be removed and used
elsewhere once the plant was securely established. This trick is again proving useful.
Some plants under 1 m that have
proved reasonably drought resistant
Remember that most plants in my garden are
not exposed to the fiercest sun for long periods.
Acanthus mollis, agapanthus, amaranthus, amaryllis, arthropodium, autumn crocus, banksia,
begonia, beloperone (shrimp plant), camellia
when well-mulched, clivea, cordyline, correa, dipladenia, easter daisies, gazania, hardy ferns, helleborus, hosta, kalanchoe and other succulents,
ligularia, dwarf lilly-pilly, liriope, mondo grass,
nandina (both standard and dwarf forms), native
orchids, ophiopogon, pachystachys lutea, pelago-

Illustration by Wendy Bishop

Some casualties
Small azaleas, cyclamen, some fuchsias, geraniums (true ones, not pelagoniums), hybrid
natives, hydrangeas (in very dry areas), some
lily species, perennial phlox, tender new rose
shoots after summer pruning, tree ferns.
Many deciduous trees were burnt and lost
their leaves early.
PERMACULTURE NORTH meets 3rd Monday
evening each month in Lindﬁeld.
Info: Wendy Bishop, 9420 4884.

by Alethea Morison, Sustainability Street Artarmon

we plan to make available through Artarmon
Library. (The Sustainability Street group is still
awaiting word on our bid for an Environmental
Trust Grant to set up a collection in the library).
At our October meeting, Kristian Wynn,
Willoughby Council’s Waste Coordinator, gave
us a wrap on waste. We learnt 50% of the
waste stream in Willoughby is organics, which
we can reduce through composting and worm
farms (available to residents from Council at a
subsidised price). The session included tips on
maintaining a worm farm and using “worm
juice” (excellent for growing fruit and veg).
Willoughby residents keenly recycle glass and
paper but recyclables still make up 30% of what
we throw away. Steel cans can be easily recycled
– with big dividends of saved energy and resources
– along with tetra-paks, liquid paperboard and anything with a recycling code of 1 to 5 or an “R”.
The rest of the waste stream is “avoidables”
(15%) – old appliances, clothes etc, some of
which can be passed on to charity before finally
being discarded, and residuals (5%) – wastes
like plastic lids, light globes, batteries and nappies for which disposal options on a domestic
scale are limited. Thoughtful purchasing, for
example, of long-life globes and rechargeable
batteries, is our best bet here.
We also did some dreaming of a “green”
Christmas ...with tips like asking people
what they want, making gifts ourselves, giving non-material presents like a massage or
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nium, restio tetraphylla, roses, ruellia, strobilanthes (goldfussia), vireya rhododendron, zamia.

I use everything I can lay my hands on around
the garden – leaves from deciduous trees,
casuarinas needles, old tree fern fronds. Gum
leaves go onto the native garden and sometimes into the compost bins.

Green Cleaning and Waste News
What everyday cleaning product can you
produce with aloe vera, bicarbonate of soda
and cinnamon? Answer: toothpaste. And how
do you gently persuade ants and other creepycrawlies to pack up their tiny bags and leave?
Answer: essential oils.

by Mollie Shelley

a donation to charity or buying a green or
fair-trade gift. Again, we’ll post these in the
Library for anyone who wants to check out
the full list or check out the Council’s website
- www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au.
And we brainstormed ideas for next year’s program – including pursuing a community garden
and sustainable re-development of the Library site
and holding possible sessions on bigger resourcesaving ideas, like energy and water-saving options
during major renovations and rainwater tanks.
Some of us also walked with a Sustainability Street
banner in the November 4 Walk Against Warming.
We are looking forward to the Sustainability Street
Christmas Party on 25 November 2007, 4 pm to
7 pm, at Warners Park. RSVP now to Kelly Benson
9777 7873. We’re looking for new members so
please come along and check us out.
If you are interested in things like saving water
or reducing greenhouse gas emissions, please let
us know what we could do in 2007 that would
appeal to you. For more information on the
Sustainability Street Group or to share your ideas,
please contact Alethea Morison on 9419 5419
or our Council mentor, Leonne Donnelly on
Leonne.Donnelly@Willoughby.nsw.gov.au
or 9777 7877.
Michael Haynes, a dedicated Gazette
Committee volunteer and the writer of our
regular ‘Quiz’, has been ill, and is now on the
mend. We wish Michael a speedy recovery
and look forward to the Quiz’s return.
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Artarmon Guides and Noah’s Ark Toy
Library - a great team again! by Michael Swinsburg
Over 200 locals joined in the Artarmon
Guides Bike-a-thon on Sunday 24 September:
riding, walking, and a few pushing prams
from Artarmon Oval to Flat Rock Reserve and
return. It was a hot day and so the cold drinks
and BBQ were popular after a couple of hours
of riding, planting natives, and socializing with
other locals.
Noah’s Ark Toy Library (for Children with
Special Needs) thanks our wonderful
Artarmon community for the goodwill and
financial donations that flowed from the Bikea-thon.
Congratulations to the other members of
the Guides organising committee – Kay Fox,
Janine Cooper, Ed Chapman – and to all the
Guides, their leaders and their families who
delivered fliers, collected sponsorships and
helped so much on the day. Your hard work
produced fantastic results:
•

Noah’s Ark Toy Library received over
$3,000 through participants door-knocking their friends and neighbours i.e. locals
helping a local charity.

•

Hundreds of natives were planted at Flat
Rock Reserve with the help of WCC staff
and volunteers – bring on some more
rain!

•

Guides received around $700 surplus from
the registration fees less event costs.

The theme of Noah’s Ark
Toy Library is Learning
through Play. Families and
groups can borrow toys
specific to the needs and
interests of their children,
promoting new skills and
encouraging the hours
of practice that help the
children progress slowly
towards greater independence. The funds
raised via the Bike-a-thon go to assisting
Noah’s Ark with their many day-to-day operational expenses.
Special thanks to major Bike-a-thon sponsor
Home Traders Gil Davis & Associates, and
to Willoughby City Council who provided a
Spring Fair grant. Please remember to also
support the many other local businesses that
contributed to the success of the Bike-a-thon
2006 - Artarmon Family Butchery, Artarmon
Skin Fitness, Northside Flowers, Artarmon
Fruit Market, Coffee Express, James Halliday
Events, and Sonia Powell’s graphics design
services. We also thank Vodafone for donating
a mobile phone for the prize pool.
Artarmon Guides also want to make special
mention of the generous contributions by
Artarmon and Cammeray school principals
and staff, WCC Councillors and staff, and
community members who volunteered their
time and services to help manage the event.

Want to be on the stage???
Want to be famous....???
Do you have talent???
Coming soon.....the chance
to show your friends and
neighbours just how talented
you REALLY are!
If you can dance, sing, act,
play an instrument ...OF ANY
SORT!...or just think you can...
and are between the ages of
10 and 25 (sort of?)...this is
your big chance!!!!!!!!!
Artarmon will be hosting THE
talent quest of the north shore...
so please call Ross on 9419 8886
for registration details.
All money raised will go to
support local charities Noah’s
Ark Toy Library and StreetWork
who support our kids.

Meanwhile, Artarmon Guides
would like to hear from energetic
women over 18 years old to join the
leadership team and contribute to the
personal growth and development of
our local girls. Accredited leadership
courses and mentoring are provided.
To find out more, please
call Fiona Smee (Guides
Leader) on 94385434 or email
artarmon_guides@yahoo.com.au.

St Basil’s Anglican Church
Artarmon
6 B R O U G H T O N R O A D , A R TA R M O N • R E C T O R Y 9 4 1 2 1 3 1 5 • O F F I C E P H / F A X 9 4 1 3 9 7 1 3

Celebrate Christmas with us!
Sunday 17 December

5PM: CHILDREN’S SERVICE

•

AND

CHRISTMAS CAROLS

Consider our:
Sunday School
It’s got better!
10am Sundays

Christmas Eve Saturday 24 December

Women’s Bible Study
7:30pm Tuesday
(weekly)

•

Men’s Bible Study
8-9:30pm Thursday
(fortnightly)

10AM: HOLY COMMUNION
9PM: HOLY COMMUNION (TBC)

Christmas Day Sunday 25 December
9AM: HOLY COMMUNION
WITH CHILDREN’S PROGRAMME

Come! Listen with us
to the ﬁrst witnesses.

S U N D AY 1 0 . 0 0 a m • Parish Communion with children’s programme
S U N D AY 6 . 0 0 p m • ST BASIL’S @ 6 Informal service with light meal
W E D N E S D AY 7 . 3 0 a m • Holy Communion

Baptisms, Marriages and Funerals by arrangement with the Rector.

If we can be of any other help or if you have an enquiry about the Christian faith or Church activities, please phone on 9412 1315.
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Real Estate Comment
This information has been
prepared by the sales team
at Hometraders Gil Davis &
Associates. If you need advice
on buying or selling, call
9411 7299 or see our website
www.hometraders.com.au

We pride ourselves on keeping excellent sales
data and statistics which enables us to help
our clients and maintain our position as the
leading real estate sales team in Artarmon.
Below is a table comparing the sales of Artarmon
units and townhouses over the last ten years.
It is interesting to note that the average price
rose in the last financial year and is now almost
back to where it was at its peak in 2003/2004.
This stability and maintenance of value is a good
reason for investment in Artarmon property!

Two new blocks of units were sold during
the period, both by our office, at 5 Parkes
Road and 26 Eric Road. Eighteen of the sales
were for units on the Pacific Highway.

The cheapest sale was $267,000 for a unit on the
Pacific Highway. The dearest was a 3 bedroom
penthouse unit in 1 Francis Road at $915,000.

We were pleased with our performance
because of the speed of our sales combined
with a large number of record prices.

Only twelve sales were for 1 bedroom units and
twenty five for 3 bedroom units. The remaining
one hundred and twenty were for 2 bedroom units.

Regards
Gil Davis

10 year comparison of Artarmon home unit & townhouse sales
Price ($)
Under 300,000
300,000 - 350,000

1996/7
212
(95.5%)
10
(4.5%)

1997/8
138
(83.5%)
27
(16.5%)

350,000 - 400,000
400,000 - 450,000
450,000 - 500,000
500,000 - 550,000
550,000 - 600,000
600,000 +
Total Volume
Total Sales
Average Price
Increase (decrease)
on previous year

1998/9
118
(62%)
47
(25%)
11
(5.5%)
7
(3.5%)
1
(0.5%)
5
(2.5%)
1
(0.5%)
1
(0.5%)

1999/00
114
(47%)
76
(31.5%)
32
(13%)
15
(6%)
5
(2%)

2000/01
32
(18%)
90
(52%)
31
(18%)
15
(9%)
5
(3%)

2001/02
12
(6%)
33
(16%)
75
(37%)
51
(25%)
17
(8%)
5
(2%)
4
(2%)
5
(2%)

2002/03
2
(1%)
19
(11%)
47
(27%)
68
(38%)
17
(10%)
12
(7%)
6
(3%)
5
(3%)

2003/04
3
(2%)
10
(7%)
18
(12%)
53
(35%)
25
(16.5%)
16
(10.5%)
18
(12%)
9
(6%)

2004/5
4
(2.5%)
6
(4%)
24
(16.5%)
42
(28.5%)
31
(21%)
26
(18%)
6
(4%)
8
(5.5%)

2005/6
1
(1%)
9
(6%)
22
(14%)
43
(27%)
44
(28%)
18
(11%)
11
(7%)
9
(6%)

1
(0.5%)

222

165

191

243

173

202

176

152

147

157

$53.4m

$43.5m

$57.5m

$74.6m

$61.1m

$78.9m

$74.9m

$70.1mil

$66.5mil

$71.9m

$240,627

$263,326

$301,197

$307,028

$353,127

$390,402

$425,797

$460,965

$452,516

$458,057

(1.9%)

9.4%

14.4%

1.9%

15.0%

10.6%

9.1%

8.3%

(1.9%)

1.2%

E & OE: The information in this table has been extracted and compiled using the records of the
Valuer General’s department and our sources. It is deemed reliable but is not guaranteed.

110 Hampden Road, Artarmon

9411 7299
www.hometraders.com.au

