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Artarmon Gridlock
By Keith Anderson for the APA

‘Crafting a Great City’ meeting 8pm 29 November. More on page 2

The major traffic flow changes that will 
affect Artarmon are (see map below):

• the tortuous design of the eastbound 
tunnel’s access to the Pacific Highway 
(PH) heading north and the inefficiency 
of the Mowbray Rd intersection will 
discourage traffic from using the RTA’s 
designated route to Chatswood and 
areas east. Consequently, traffic will 
take the next exit, Reserve Rd, and 
do a ‘rat-run’ through Artarmon local 
streets which pass beside the school, 
and through the already congested 
Hampden Rd shopping strip.

• the loss of the left hand turn 
south for westbound traffic at the 
Gore Hill Freeway (GHF) and PH 
intersection will force this traffic to 
exit at Reserve Rd and travel through 
Broughton Rd and Rimmington St, 
again passing in close proximity to 
the school and Kid’s Cottage.

The Artarmon Progress Association (APA) 
has been lobbying the State Government, 

RTA and Thiess John Holland, the 
tunnel builders, since the EIS was 
released, to try to effect changes 
which will ensure we do not have 
all this extra unnecessary traffic 
compromising the safety of our school 
children, the viability of the shopping 
village, and not least, the quality of life 
and quiet enjoyment of the existing 
environment throughout our suburb.

The traffic chaos caused two weeks ago 
by the unfortunate collapse at Lane Cove 
has shown the APA’s concerns to be valid 
– it gave us our first real taste of the traffic 
nightmare ahead, as thousands of cars 
were forced onto local roads to avoid the 
Epping Rd closure at the PH junction.

Recently, we have all heard media and 
parliamentary commentators expressing 
concern for motorists being inconvenienced 
by tunnel sourced traffic re-arrangements. 
Whilst sympathetic, APA would like 
to hear some meaningful expressions 
of concern for communities, such as 
Artarmon, which, through sheer “bloody-
mindedness” and unresponsiveness 
by authorities, are to be subjected to 
avoidable, adverse traffic impacts as a direct 
consequence of the LCT development. 

What is our solution?

In order to ameliorate the impact, APA has 
been calling consistently for a number of 

Key to map:

1 Westbound traffic will not be able to 
directly access M2 from Mowbray Rd.

2 No left-hand turn from Gore Hill Fwy 
westbound to Pacific Hwy southbound. 
Loop-back for eastbound tunnel traffic 
heading north to Pacific Hwy.

3 Inefficient Pacific Hwy/Mowbray Rd 
intersection.

4 Reserve Road junction will be used by 
traffic due to the above. Traffic will 
follow  streets marked  through 
Artarmon.

 Artarmon Public School
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How can the community, itself, help? 
• Write to your parliamentary members, RTA, State Government 

Ministers (Minister for Roads, Joe Tripodi MP; Minister for Planning, 
Frank Sartor, MP), and the Premier - Hon. Morris Iemma, MP. 

• Join the APA to tangibly demonstrate your support for this and other 
local issues (see membership form on Page 5 of this Gazette).

Hopefully, our renewed efforts, stimulated by recent media coverage 
and with the support of our community, might influence the relevant 
government authorities to be more receptive to the changes necessary 
to make the new and otherwise welcome LCT/GHF development more 
acceptable, both to the disaffected local community and motorists alike. 

This is a great opportunity to turn a potential negative into a marked, 
positive outcome for Artarmon.

design changes to the project, including:

• New, direct, left-hand turn from the 
LCT (heading east) to PH heading 
north – costly, but in our opinion, 
would solve a lot of the issues

• Additional turning lanes at 
Mowbray Rd / PH Intersection 

• New bus stops on the GHF near 
Reserve Rd to provide better 
public transport access into the 
Artarmon Industrial Area (AIA)

• Enhanced access to and from the AIA to 
PH, thereby avoiding transit through the 
Artarmon village and residential streets.

APA’s current actions

APA recently launched a media campaign 
to increase public awareness of these 
issues. We have renewed efforts to 
communicate with and convince the 
responsible authorities of the strength of 
our case by continuing to press our local 
parliamentary representatives. 

When the Lane Cove Tunnel (LCT) opens in 2007, Artarmon streets 
could become gridlocked as a result of a predicted increase in through 
traffic of between 28% and 58%. These are ‘official’ RTA figures that 
have haunted our suburb since the Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) for the Tunnel was released.

Hampden Rd traffic congestion
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Welcome to our last Gazette for 2005. The APA’s efforts to continue to achieve the 
best outcomes for our community in relation to the Lane Cove Tunnel project are still 
top of our agenda. We have finally had some recent success in getting media response 
to our issues, mainly as a result of the unfortunate roadway collapse at Lane Cove 
recently. So please support the APA as much as you can, so that we can continue 
to live in a community that is not choked by traffic or stack exhaust fumes.

Speaking of community, much has been made in the press recently about the 
younger generation wanting a less fragmented way of life, and looking to 
reconnect with their local communities. In suburbs all over Sydney, this is taking 
the form of street parties, the organisation of local events such as our great annual 
Heritage Fair, and the growth of groups such as those involved in bushcare.

At the APA’s Public Information Meeting (see box below), Willoughby City Council’s 
General Manager, John Owen, will speak about some of the plans that WCC has underway 
to increase the sense of local identity and community in the many ‘civic identities’ 
that make up Willoughby City. Artarmon already has a great sense of local identity 
and community, and we can increase this by giving more input into WCC’s plans.

Finally, the Gazette would like to thank 
sincerely our many volunteers, especially 
our fabulous band of deliverers, who 
have continued to make us possible 
and viable in 2005. I am constantly 
amazed by the people I meet locally, who 
assume that the Gazette is a commercial 
publication – it’s great on the one hand 
that it appears so, but on the other, 
it means our volunteers sometimes 
miss out on the credit they deserve! 

And to our advertisers – without you, 
we could not continue to provide a great 
source of local information and issues. 
We trust you derive some benefit in 
terms of business and in knowing that 
you are helping engender that sense of 
community that is so important in making 
Artarmon a great place to live and work.

A safe and happy holiday season 
to each and everyone.

Anne Weinert 
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au

Public Information Meeting

Tuesday 29 November 2005

8.00 - 10.00pm, Artarmon Library, Elizabeth Street

‘Crafting a Great City’
Speaker: John Owen, General Manager, Willoughby City Council

Professor Ed Blakely, renowned US Town Planner, visitor at Sydney University and Adviser to 
the Sydney Metropolitan Strategy spoke to the Chatswood Chamber of Commerce recently. 
The elements of his presentation will be reprised in a talk that explores for Willoughby 
how we may express a civic identity - or better, a number of civic identities that reflect the 
heritage, context and aspirations of our neighbourhoods. 

Some steps, like Council’s Public Art program, are already underway. These will be 
explored as will be prospects for Artarmon. Examples of such prospects might include a 
neighbourhood which agrees to plant its gardens and perhaps its nature strips in a manner 
that emphasises the heritage of that area; or one where residents demonstrate collectively 
their desire to live more sustainably.

The address and Q&A session will be followed by SUPPER AND REFRESHMENTS

Be informed, get involved and have your say!

Editorial

2064Talking
Who is Duff? That’s the question 
many locals have been asking, 
since a ‘Duff’s Rest’ sign was taped 
to the seat outside the library 
sometime ago. It’s even a mystery 
to Suzanne, our usually all-knowing 
local librarian. We’ll give a prize to 
whoever can solve the mystery for us.

Congratulations to Pieter 
and Maylean Cordia who 
celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary in September.

VALE Hoddie Butler, who passed 
away in early November. Hoddie 
was well known to the Artarmon 
community from his many years 
living in Cameron Avenue. He had 
recently moved to Windsor Gardens.

North Shore rail line shutdown: 

26 - 31 December 2005
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President’s Report By Michael Dawes

Michael Dawes

At our last public information meeting in August, representatives of the Chatswood Transport Interchange (CTI) 
presented the revised plans for the development.  We learnt that the private company involved is redeveloping 
the interchange on behalf of the State Government in exchange for being allowed to develop a retail concourse 
and three residential towers on the site.   Whilst the station redevelopment should be a great improvement, 
the fact that the development is covered by the state’s essential infrastructure legislation which exempts the 
development from Willoughby City Council planning controls, including Section 94 contributions, is of concern.

Following the CTI presentation, the Annual General Meeting was held and I am pleased to advise that all of last year’s 
committee members were prepared to stand again and were subsequently elected.  It would have been great to have 
some extra bodies prepared to help spread the load, so if you are interested in helping then please let us know.

The APA is proud to have contributed money towards the cost of the mosaics included in the recent redevelopment 
of Wilkes Ave.  I’m sure you will agree that the revamp has been worth the wait and the APA would like to 
congratulate the Council on this work. 

Our next public information meeting promises 
to be an interesting and thought provok-
ing presentation on urban renewal. I urge 
you to attend, to show your support for the 
Association and to share in some Christmas 
spirit that will follow the presentation.

I would also like to take this opportunity to 
wish all of the Artarmon community best 
wishes for the forthcoming festive season and 
to thank the many people who have been 
involved with the APA this year.  It is only with 
your support that we can continue to repre-
sent Artarmon’s interests, including publishing 
the Gazette, and I would encourage you to 
become a member if you are not already. 

WANTED: local residents to assist the

Artarmon 
Progress 

Association

webmaster
The APA is looking for someone who enjoys 
internet technology to maintain our website, 
www.artarmonprogress.org.au. Training is 
provided. Email* or call David on 9419 7107.

artarmon fair - organisers
The APA is also seeking people to help stage 
our May community fair in the roles of

• APA Events Officer 
• members of the Fair Committee

Email* or call Michelle on 9410  0481 (work).

You would be assisting the local 
community by your involvement.

*Email: sec@artarmonprogress.org.au

National Trust Heritage Week 
2006 Open House Program, 

Saturday, April 1 2006

For Heritage Week 2006, the Artarmon 
Progress Association and the National 
Trust of Australia will run an Open House 
Program showcasing houses which have 
adopted innovative and exciting solutions 
for extensions/renovations.  All the houses 
maintain the one storey streetscape in 
the Artarmon Conservation Area.

Bookings for the program are essential. To 
ensure your place, look out for the booking 
form in the next issue of the Gazette.  Don’t 
miss out - mark the date in your diary.

APA – What’s happening By Keith Anderson

Artarmon Station access: Deputy 
Premier and Minister for Transport, Hon. 
John Watkins, MP. has again declined 
representations by APA and the Local 
Member, Gladys Berejiklian, for a lift to 
provide easier access to the platforms for our 
elderly and disabled residents. He has agreed 
to consider Artarmon’s request again when 
funding priorities are next being considered. 
However, we are behind a lengthy list of 
other stations and without an agreed priority.

Public Transport - Minister Declines APA 
requests: Mr Watkins has also declined 
APA’s further request for public transport 
in the Artarmon Industrial Area (AIA) and 
for the provision of bus stops on the Gore 
Hill Freeway (GHF), near the AIA, in a letter 
of 23 October. Reasons given included the 
unwillingness of State Transit to divert any 
services from the already well serviced Pacific 
Highway corridor into the AIA, while the 
RTA considers safety an issue on the GHF 
with buses pulling in and out to stop.

Clearly, there is not sufficient commitment 
by the State Government to make the 
necessary adjustments to their so called 
support for public transport and to relieve 
Artarmon of some of the heavy commuter 
generated private motorist traffic.

Proposed Indoor Go-Kart Centre: The 
development application for 1 George 
Place, Artarmon has been withdrawn. The 
APA supported residents’ concerns about 
what we considered to be an inappropriate 
development adjacent to a residential area.

White St playground: Julie Whitfield 
(WCC) has advised that “a preliminary 
landscape plan is nearly ready; it will be 
sent to those residents who assisted us in 
the initial stages – to get their feedback. 
If the draft plan is acceptable, we will 
proceed to a Development Application”.

Artarmon Reserve drainage works: As part 
of the LCT/GHF development there is a need 
for additional rainwater run-off storage from 
the increased pavement / road surface areas.

It is proposed to increase the water holding 
capacity of the oval at Artarmon Reserve 
which is already designed and used for this 
purpose for the existing GHF. It is expected 
it will be necessary to raise the surrounding 
embankment on the oval by .5 of a metre. 
No changes are to be made to the playing 
area or general use of the oval. WCC 
is negotiating with the RTA for possible 
community benefit offsets. 
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Artarmon Osteopath Sponsors 
School PSSA Soccer Team

Since growing up in a hotbed of soccer in 
Enfield, North London, Artarmon resident 
and local osteopath, Deepak Yagnik, has 
retained his boyhood passion for the game. 
So much so, he recently took up sponsorship 
of Artarmon Primary School’s PSSA (Primary 
School Sports Association) soccer teams.

Deepak’s generosity and strong community 
spirit led him to provide funds for new look 
teams, by way of shirts, shorts and socks. “I 
think that looking the part on a football field 
is important and I hope the new strips make 
the players feel great,” says Deepak. “But my 
decision to provide sponsorship is all about 
the children, not the strips. I am delighted to 
be able to support the school and help a new 
generation of young players enjoy the world 
game of soccer.”

A shoulder injury from playing competitive 
squash was the unlikely twist in a tale that 
set Deepak Yagnik upon his career path. It 
left him with a shoulder joint he could barely 
move. “Someone suggested I see an osteo-
path,” recalls Deepak, “so I went to a local 
practitioner who seemed to be about 80 years 
old. “Sceptically, I thought he wouldn’t be 
able to do much for me. I had one consulta-
tion and my shoulder was pretty sore but 
within a few days, it felt much better.

Having started university as a dentistry stu-
dent, Deepak started to have doubts about 
his career choice. His experience at the hands 
of the elderly osteopath convinced him to 
change direction and a few years later, he 
graduated from the prestigious British School 
of Osteopathy. Now, Deepak is one of only 
five Associate Professors worldwide from this 
august institution. 

Deepak Yagnik is no stranger to Artarmon. He 
established the Artarmon Osteopathic Center 
at 70 Hampden Road, Artarmon in 1999, and 
also has rooms in Hornsby. “There is a mis-
conception that osteopathy is for the elderly 
but most people I see are in the 21 – 39 age 
group. “Osteopathy is about muscular and 
skeletal health, using manipulation and soft 
tissue techniques to restore normal structure 
and optimum function. It’s just as applicable 
to the young as it is to adults, particularly 
with sporting injuries,” Deepak explained.

Both the 2005 PSSA teams had an excellent 
season. The A Team was undefeated for the 

entire season but was unluckily beaten in the 
grand final; the B Team lost 1 game and won 
the grand final. 

Alternative Energy the Theme 
for Science Challenge 2005 

Imagine a swimming pool using under-
ground water pumped by wind, or a wind 
powered conveyor belt to transport lunch 
orders to and from the school canteen. 
These are some of the creative ideas that 
emerged from a school-based Science 
Challenge, and they could be future reality 
if some of Artarmon Public School’s talented 
scientists continue their current interest.

The challenge was initiated this year by the 
school’s Science Key Learning Area group 
comprising six staff from kindergarten to 
year 6 and led by ESL/literacy teacher, Marian 
Walsh. It coincided with Science Week 2005 
and shared the theme of ‘Alternative Energy’.

Students in years 3-6 were encouraged to 
design and make a model to demonstrate 
how wind power could be used to improve 
life for students and staff at the school.

Twenty students entered the challenge 
and were judged by the school’s Science 
Committee. Finalists were presented with 
certificates and great prizes including battery 
operated fans with water sprays.

Congratulations to Wendy Doan (5T) for 
the best individual entry and Sneha Baste 
and Paula Geng (4L) for the best team 
entry. Kimberley Luo (4FG) also received an 
additional prize for her extensively researched 
wind powered project. 

Artarmon Primary School PSSA teams with coach David Coon Wendy Doan with her winning entry

Artarmon Public School News By Katrina Weir

BB APPLIANCE REPAIRS 
AND ELECTRICALS

For all Repairs to:
• Washing Machines
• Dryers
• Dishwashers
• Electric Stoves

Electrical Work by 
Licenced Electrician

Artarmon references available

All work guaranteed
No job too small

Available 6 days Monday to Saturday
Prompt Service

Phone: Brian on 9427 8308
or Mobile 0412 414 881



artarmon GAZETTE Edition 32 - November 2005  5

Still Bright as a Button By Toni McKay

 Cheque to Artarmon Progress Association 
 PO Box 540 Artarmon 1570

 Electronic funds transfer to BSB: 062-104 Account no: 00900037 
Account name: Artarmon Progress Association 
Bank: CBA Artarmon. Please include your surname as Description in 
your bank transfer, and mail this form to PO Box 540 Artarmon 1570. 
Date of payment __ / __ / __ 

Non-resident owner or leaseholder: 
Please deliver my Gazette by:   mail to above address, or  email

Address of Artarmon Property
   Date: __ / __ / __

Privacy Statement: Information collected is for the exclusive 
use of the Artarmon Progress Association. Information will not 
be made available to any other organisation or individual.

Giving children a 
brighter future

Professional tutoring in
Maths  

Spelling  
Reading  

Grammar  
Comprehension 

Phone for a free assessment for your child

• Artarmon 9884 7744 
• Frenchs Forest 9975 2000 
• Mona Vale 9999 3469

Get in Front. Stay in Front.

Pat Button was born in Burnie, Tasmania 
and arrived in Artarmon with her parents 
aged three in 1927.  Her father, who was 
with a bank, took up a position in Sydney, 
and the family settled in a house in Francis 
Street from where she attended a small 
kindergarten in Jersey Road.  Her school-
ing began at SCEGGS, first in Waverton 
and then Greenwich, and afterwards at its 
present home in Cremorne as Redlands.

She is by birth, a true Tasmanian. The Button 
family from East Anglia arrived as free settlers 
in Launceston in 1834. On her maternal side, 
Pat is descended from an engineer from 
Manchester who went to Tasmania in charge 
of rolling stock for the railways to the mines, 
and her grandmother Emma Glover, who 
married Henry Button, was the granddaughter 
of John Glover, the artist, who in 1831 settled 

in the Deddington area of northern Tasmania. 

In 1938 Mr Button, out walking one day, 
and ever on the lookout for a house close 
to the station, found one for sale built by a 
Mr Woods in 1924. He considered it perfect 
for the family so he paid the physiotherapist 
owner a deposit of one pound – on the spot. 
He went home and told his wife and daughter 
that they had a new home, and Pat still lives 
there. It is a delightful house and surprisingly 
little changed since it was built.

On leaving school Pat followed her father 
and joined a bank for a few years.  This was 
in wartime and Pat recalls learning to shoot 
along with all the staff at a rifle range on the 
roof of Head Office in George Street. Her 
heart wasn’t in the banking world though so 
she started training as a nurse at Royal North 
Shore hospital.  She obviously found her true 
vocation as she spent thirty-three years there, 
mostly in the operating theatre. 

Pat’s memories of the shopping area of 
Artarmon have added to our knowledge of 
the early local businesses and their variety. The 
Medical Centre, when she was a toddler, was 
a large grocery store with wooden floors and 
counter. A butcher occupied the liquor store 
and down a few doors was a watchmaker, 
whom she believes to be the Mr Wickam who 
initiated the garden at the station.  Miss Tudor 
Blaxland (of the famed explorer’s family) had 
the Artarmon Library and Gift Shop (now a 
Japanese grocery store). Also the family of 
Victor Trumper, the famous cricketer, lived on 
the corner of Tindale Road. 

Leaving nursing didn’t mean stopping work 
for Pat, as she went on to have a twenty-year 
career in an orthopaedic practice in Gordon. 
Finally she has left employment and enjoys 
retirement in her home of many years. 

GIVE THE COMMUNITY A LOUDER VOICE - JOIN THE APA NOW
First name Surname 2005-2006 Membership

Mr/Mrs/Ms $

Mr/Mrs/Ms $

$10.00 for an individual in postcode 2064; $20.00 for 2 or more people 
in a 2064 household or for individuals outside postcode 2064 Total (incl. GST):

 
$

Address:

Phone: Fax: Email:

✄

Photos at right: 
Pat Button today (above) and 

Pat in her nursing uniform (below) 
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Evan Webb - owner
Adam Fisher - award winning cleaner

Also: Same Day Photos

Seasons Greetings to our 
valued customers

ARTARMON
VALE T SERVICE

Phone 9419 2830

98 Hampden Road Artarmon
~ opposite the station ~

At Artarmon Valet Service, your local 
dry cleaning specialist, we offer friendly 
personal attention with work done on 
the premises. Same day service available.

Special offers available on Doonas, 
Blankets, Rugs and Wedding Gowns.

After 15 years, 
rtarmon 

Physiotherapy 
Centre has moved 
to new premises.
We are now located at:

Suite 6, 110 Hampden Road 
Artarmon NSW 2064

Our new rooms are 
more spacious, patient 
friendly and self 
contained. We still 
offer after hours and 
Saturday appointments.

We are very close to 
our previous rooms 
with easy access down 
one flight of stairs 
from the rear lane 
near the car park.

Front access is still 
above the Newsagency, 
past the old rooms 
and follow the signs.

We welcome all new 
and existing patients.

ANN LIEBERT 
& 

JACKIE WALKER

Physiotherapists

Now located at 
SUITE 6 

110 HAMPDEN RD 
ARTARMON

PH: 9419 3404 
FAX: 9419 2880

PHYSIOTHERAPY

- WE’VE MOVED!

41 Whiting St, Artarmon
Ph: 9439 9992•Fax: 9436 0264
Open: 8.30 - 5 M to F • 10 - 2 Sat.

Audrey Belt Pottery & Jewellery
Anna Choi Pottery
Diana Cole Jewellery
Susan Cole Jewellery
Myrna Goodwin Pottery
Jenny Gordon Pottery
Peter Sesselmann Paintings
Meredith Stewart Pottery
Lydia Volek Pottery

Xmas Exhibition
POTTERY • PAINTINGS • JEWELLERY

EXHIBITION OPENING 8 DECEMBER

artarmon framing
and

dale thomas gallery 

Nearly 300 people joined in the Artarmon Guides Bike-a-thon on Sunday 
19 September: walking, riding, and pushing prams between the Artarmon 
Reserve Oval and Flat Rock; enjoying the superb weather; planting native 
grasses; exploring the hands-on native animals quiz; and socialising over a 
well-earned barbecue at the end of the event.

Congratulations to the organising committee – Guide supporters Michael 
Swinsburg, Leisa Davidson and Ed Chapman – and to all the Guides and 

their leaders who 
delivered fliers, collected 
sponsorships and helped 
so much on the day. Your 
hard work produced 
fantastic results:

• Hundreds of native grasses were 
planted along the bike track, just in 
time for the recent welcome rainfalls.

• Noah’s Ark Toy Library for children with 
special needs received almost $4,000 through 
participants door-knocking their friends 

and neighbours, plus an additional very 
generous gift of $5,000 from one donor.

• Guides received around $900 surplus 
from the registration fees less event costs.

Noah’s Ark Toy Library thanks our wonderful 
Artarmon community for the goodwill 
and financial donations that flowed from 
the Bike-a-thon. Rosaline Mayer and 
Catherine Christodoulou of Noah’s Ark 
said how touched they were by the event’s 
friendly and neighbourly atmosphere 
and its social and financial success.

The theme of Noah’s Ark Toy Library for children with special needs is Learning through Play. 
Families and groups can borrow toys specific to the needs and interests of their children, 
promoting new skills and encouraging the hours of practice that help the children progress 
slowly towards greater independence. Unlike dedicated capital grants, Guides wanted the funds 
from the Bike-a-thon to assist Noah’s Ark with their many day-to-day operational expenses. 

Special thanks to major Bike-a-thon sponsor Home Traders Gil Davis & Associates, and to 
Willoughby City Council who provided a Spring Fair grant. Please remember to also support the 
many other local businesses that contributed to the success of the Bikeathon 2005, including 
Kodak Express, Artarmon Family Butchery, Hampden Gourmet, Northside Flowers, Artarmon Fruit 
Market, Café Treno, Coffee Express, Nick Logan Pharmacy, Artarmon Newsagency, Artarmon 
Valet Service, James Halliday Events, and further afield The Big Bicycle Shop at Roseville 

and Greener Cleaners at Naremburn.

Michael Swinsburg also made special 
mention of the generous contributions by 
school principals and staff, councillors and 
council staff, and community members 
who volunteered their time and services 
to help manage the event. Michael said, 
“We hope to be back next year and so 
would again appreciate your help to make 
the Bike-a-thon bigger and better.”

Guides needs new leaders…

Meanwhile, Michael, Leisa and Ed urgently 
need to hear from energetic women over 18 
years old to join the Guides leadership team 
and contribute to the personal growth and 
development of the girls. Accredited leader-
ship courses and mentoring are provided. To 
find out more, please call Leisa on 9427 7156 
or email artarmon_guides@yahoo.com.au. 

Community spirit on wheels: 
Bike-a-thon 2005 By Sonia Powell



artarmon GAZETTE Edition 32 - November 2005  7

Better Stack Design:
Lane Cove Tunnel Construction 
Community Liaison Group report
By Sonia Powell
(lctgroup@artarmonprogress.org.au)

Ventilation buildings: Exhaust emissions 
from the 3.6 km twin Lane Cove Tunnels will 
be from two stacks, one in Sirius Road, Lane 
Cove and one in Marden Street, Artarmon.

Design of the ventilation buildings has now 
received government signoff. Final design 
details are set out in the document Urban 
Design Subplan H, available for view at the 
project display centre on the Pacific Highway.

To visualise the stack’s height, the tall red-and-
white crane on the Marden St construction 
site is a guide. The tower will reach the grey 
platform just beneath the crane’s boom arm.

The Department of Planning and Government 
Architect agreed with concerns raised over the 
past year by community representatives about 
some visual elements of the stack design. The 
Government Architect, TJH urban design team 
and EPA have worked to ‘calm and simplify’ 
the building’s appearance and ‘remove accre-
tions’, while also ensuring that the design sat-
isfies standards for monitoring toxic emissions.

The result is that the tower’s monitoring plat-
forms have been simplified and lowered by 15 
metres, so will now be at around the height 
of the Pacific Highway. The external staircase 
has also been simplified. A radio mast has 
been added to the building. These changes 
will generally improve the silhouette of the 
chimney as seen from much of Artarmon.

Landscaping: The liaison group is starting to 
focus on detailed landscaping plans. Many 
of Artarmon’s former landscaped areas have 
been permanently lost to transit lanes, to the 
distress of affected residents and workers, but 
there is still scope in some areas to re-establish 
vegetation. New plantings will be mainly local 
native tubestock. Unfortunately these juvenile 
plants give very limited visual relief in the short 
term, but they adapt better to their environ-
ment and thus give better long-term results 
than transplanting more mature specimens. 

Is Gambling a Problem for you? G-
GAMBLING HELP

line
(NSW)

1 800 633 635

SPORTS BAR
PIANO BAR

Cnr. Reserve Rd &
Gore Hil l  Freeway
A R T A R M O N
Plenty of parking located off Dickson Ave.
Hotel: 9437 0000 Restaurant: 9437 3500

Wishing all
a Merry Christmas

and a Happy New Year! 
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...feedback

Stuart Coppock

An allergy is an overreaction by your body’s immune system to a substance 
that for most people is harmless (an allergen). Your body sees an allergen as 
a threat and triggers an inflammatory response producing allergy symptoms 
to remove it. The airborne pollen of spring causes many allergies but other 
allergens include mold, animal hair, cleaning products and food additives. 
The most common allergy symptoms include watery and itchy eyes, asthma, 
sneezing, itchy skin rashes and eczema.
There is a whole range of treatments for allergic reactions including tablets, 
eye drops, nasal sprays, creams and injections. Some are for acute allergic 
reactions and some are for preventing or controlling allergy symptoms.
Come and see Nick, Claire or Ameena for verbal and printed advice on the 
best treatment of allergies for you and your family.
You’ll love our service and we’re OPEN 7 DAYS.

Do you want to know more about
Allergies and Hayfever?

96 Hampden Road, Artarmon
Phone 9419 6880 Fax 9419 6868
Email nloganpa@bigpond.net.au

www.artarmon.pharmacistadvice.net.au
(Opposite Artarmon Station)

Barry Thompson

Bodies Corporate 
Forum: Early in 2006, 
a meeting will be 
called of representa-
tives of all the strata 
title properties in the 
City. I strongly sup-

ported the Mayoral minute that called for the 
forum because it provides an avenue for the 
issues of apartment dwellers to be brought 
before Council. It has been my experience 
that those issues receive scant attention 
if measured in ‘hours of Council meeting 
time consumed’. A Notice will be sent to all 
Bodies Corporate shortly and you should see 
copies on your notice board. Please ensure 
your body corporate is represented - even if 
you have to volunteer to attend yourself.

Local Government Association 
Conference: I was pleased to attend this 
event recently in Mudgee (recent rains had 
greened the area magnificently). Three 
motions from Willoughby were passed by 
the Conference and the Association will 
make representations to relevant (State) 
authorities as a result. Our motions related 
to graffiti prevention, asbestos hazards 
and penalties for unauthorised building 
work. I pursued the last of these partly in 
response to a letter from a local resident.

Wilkes Ave: The upgrading of the area has 
been very well received and all businesses 
appear to be thriving. The Japanese ‘flavour’ 
of the area brings diners from afar - and a 
buzzing lunchtime crowd as well. A master 
planning exercise will begin on the second 
stage of works in this area. The planning 
bases work will be done by a consultant with 
a view to providing a replacement library and 
other community facilities as part of a public 
private partnership type of development...and, 
yes, public toilet facilities will be included.

Civic Place: The penultimate stage of 
the design is now complete. I am excited 
by a recent change which brings the 
multipurpose hall and rehearsal rooms 
into the main facility, rather than being 
provided by the adjacent private hotel 
structure. Cost and revenue impacts remain 
well in control despite this and other 
changes and improvements to definition.

The public funding appeal has begun. The 
Chinese community embraced the project 
to such an extent that the first fund-raiser 
was organised for and by them - with great 
success. Benefactors may be recognised by 
plaques in various rooms or on assets such as 
book collections and theatre seats. A similar 
funding program was executed very success-
fully recently for the refurbishment of the 
fire-gutted Catholic Church in Parramatta. 
Opportunities for involvement will be rolled 
out through our communities in the New Year, 

Artarmon Station 
access / LATM: 
I urged as strongly 
as possible at the 
first meeting of the 
Artarmon Local Area 
Traffic Management 
Group (LATM) for the 

Lane Cove Tunnel that the RTA should refer 
the issue of access to Artarmon Station to 
State Rail, as it was raised again in responses 
to the ‘Have Your Say’ documents. 

It has also been drawn to the attention of the 
RTA at the LATM meeting that areas of the 
Industrial Estate need to be included in any 
planning and collection of data. These repre-
sentations were made by the APA submission 
accompanied by my verbal comments. In par-
ticular I am interested in increased traffic flows 
in the areas of Herbert St and Dalleys Rd.

Men’s Shed for Willoughby:The first steps 
have been taken in the establishment of 
a Men’s Shed in the former Scout Hall at 
Willandra St, Chatswood West. In the next 
financial year, Council will make an allocation 
of $62,000 to provide access. Uniting Care will 

so do not feel you have been overlooked!

barry.thompson@willoughby.nsw.gov.au ; 
9412 1596 (phone/fax) 
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...feedback

Kate Lamb

be provided with a long term hire agreement 
for the ongoing management and operation 
of the Men’s Shed. This is an exciting venture 
in line with Council’s social plan. These 
Sheds have proved a great success in other 
Council areas. I am particularly pleased as 
I originated the idea through Council.

City linkages: One of the campaign 
undertakings I made at the last Local 
Government Election at Artarmon Public 
School was to see better pedestrian linkages 
across the City. The idea is that one can 
walk across the City with connections 
to points of interest, centres and parks. 
It is a practical policy to improve our 
urban environment for leisure but also 
incorporating historical items and conservation 
areas and parks in the structure.

Council Officers have workshopped 
the idea, and it will be incorporated 
into the Willoughby Strategy Plan. 

Urban noise: Council has accepted a proposal 
that a legal report be obtained to seek how 
Council can effectively control early morning 
lawn mowers and engine powered air blowers 
in high-density areas in the City. Residents 
have expressed their concerns on this issue to 
me and Council has agreed to follow up. The 
request for the legal report was made after 
consultation with the relevant Council Officer.

Noise from heavy trucks: Heavy 
construction traffic has been reported 
using Reserve, Jersey and Buller Rds over 
many months. Thiess John Holland has 
indicated to Council Officers that they are 
conscious of the noise issue and will try 
to divert some of these vehicles to other 
routes in the morning arrival period. The 
bulk earthworks will largely be completed 
in the next few weeks. This will significantly 
reduce the volume of construction traffic.

stuart.coppock@willoughby.nsw.gov.au 

Artarmon Medical Centre
92-94 HAMPDEN ROAD ARTARMON 2064

A personal, caring family practice for more than 26 years
- providing comprehensive and complete medical care

for you and your family.

Artarmon’s only fully accredited General Practice 

 • women’s health
 • men’s health
 • heart checks
 • immunisation
 • allergy treatment
 • paediatrics

To feel your best, talk to one of the friendly GPs for the right advice.

Phone 9411 5858 • 9419 8448

A personal, caring family practice for more than 26 years
- providing comprehensive and complete medical care

for you and your family.

Artarmon’s only fully accredited General Practice 

women’s health
 • men’s health
 • heart checks
 • immunisation
 • allergy treatment

New child immunisation schedule 
from 1 November 2005

 2, 4, 6 months: Infanrix Hexa (6 in 1)
  and Pneumococcal
 12 months:  Mumps Measles Rubella,
  Hib, Meningococcal
 18 months: Chickenpox (now free)

Since I last wrote here, 
you will have heard that 
the Chatswood station 
development has been 
approved by our new 
Planning Minister, Frank 
Sartor. As predicted, 
Council derives none of 

the much needed developer (S94) contribu-
tions which under any other circumstance 
would have been payable in their millions. In 
his wisdom, Minister Sartor has determined 
that there will be a child care centre on site, 
in lieu of these. As a result of Council’s out-
rage at this situation, Minister Sartor let it be 
known that he thought the ‘public domain’ 
benefits of the development more than com-
pensated and that he would agree to setting 
up a ‘working party’ to clarify this for Council. 
To date, we have not had a first meeting since 
the Minister has been unable to commit him-
self and our Mayor has rightly asserted that 
he’s not attending until the Minister does. 

The ‘public domain’ aspects certainly got 
off to a poor start. The experience of an 
ex-resident of Artarmon, now of the retire-
ment village in Chapman Ave (just south 
of Chatswood Oval) made this clear. Bruce 
was good enough to come to Council and 
explain to the Councillors how pedestrian 
access to the station from the south has been 
made not only indirect but also hazardous 
since the usual route has been enclosed for 
a construction site. As a result, our Council 
Officers managed to negotiate a small but 
significant win in the form of a promise to 
construct a signalised crossing of Albert 
Ave just west of the new railway bridge 
to enable this access post-construction. 

Barry and I have just returned from Mudgee 
where we represented Council at the Local 
Government Conference. Issues of concern to 

the sector included our financial sustainability, 
water resource management and the new 
planning regime. Willoughby was successful 
in moving quite a radical motion which I will 
be very very surprised if the State government 
even considers. It proposes that where there 
has been a clear breach of consent condi-
tions, Council Officers be empowered to issue 
a ‘Stop Work’ notice. Not an unreasonable 
proposition really, given how pathetic current 
sanctions are (approx $600). A stop work 
notice would actually cause inconvenience. 
Having seen recently how the public inter-
est stacks up against that of developers and 
construction companies though, I’m not hold-
ing my breath.  In regard to water resource 
management there was clear and broad based 
opposition to the (current) desalination pro-
posal (does anyone out there actually think 
the desal plant a good idea?). Quite apart 
from the unsustainable energy consump-
tion of such a facility – the lack of consulta-
tion has become characteristic of the State 
Government’s approach to planning.

The new ‘one size fits all’ Local Environmental 
Plan has been released; comments were due 
by 4 November. The Template proposes 25 
standard zonings across the state - not a bad 
thing. And there has been some shift re pres-
ervation of low density amenity - previously 
threatened by “housing diversity” in all resi-
dential zonings [http://www.planning.nsw.gov.
au/planning_reforms/index.html]. Some threats 
however include there being no 2(a2) Scenic 
Protection Zone (offers protection of scenic 
and ecological values in foreshores and bush-
land areas e.g. those properties backing onto 
Artarmon Reserve), no consent requirement 
for strata subdivision (Cl 19) and no provision 
for a Foreshore Building Line. Also, Energy 
Australia and other utilities are to be given an 
exemption from the tree protection Clause (Cl 
46) – not a good move based on their record. 

kate.lamb@willoughby.nsw.gov.au 
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Our gardens: hosts to possums, dogs, cats and bats
with Mollie Shelley

PERMACULTURE NORTH meets 3rd Monday 
evening each month in Lindfield.

Info: Wendy Bishop, 9420 4884.Illustration by Wendy Bishop

Even if they haven’t penetrated your roof, 
possums are a continuing problem for 
many gardeners. For me they are helpful 
because they prune my over-exuberant 
ornamental grape vine of some of its worst 
excesses by eating new shoots which 
threaten to climb from the pergola onto 
the roof. If you have fruit trees possums 
present a real problem. Netting is the 
obvious solution. If you don’t want to do 
that here are some other suggestions:

• Sprinkle blood and bone at the base of the 
tree/shrub/climber.

• Spray plants with a mixture of egg powder 
and water adding a wetting agent (a few 
drops of detergent.)

• Paint the stems and lower branches with a 
solution of 9 parts melted mutton fat mixed 
with one part of kerosene. Avoid the leaves as 
it may burn them.

• Use a spray made from Quassia chips avail-
able commercially. It has a short residual life 
and is environmentally friendly. Users report 
mixed results.

Hopefully both you and your neighbours 
lock up your cats at night. Our furry friends 
like/need to scratch up loose surfaces in the 
garden. Newly planted seedlings are always at 
risk. I use a system of short stakes with either 
cotton or string criss-crossed between them. 
Milk cartons placed over seedlings will protect 
them from cats as well as slugs and snails - 

useful for larger seedlings in vegie 
gardens. The cardboard will even-
tually break down. 

On a positive note, be kind to 
your puss; plant some catnip, 
Nepeta x faassenii, a beautiful 
little spreading plant with small 
aromatic grey leaves and lilac 
flowers. Most cats love to nibble 
the leaves. It is great in rock-
eries and hanging over walls.

Hopefully you and your dog 
have reached agreement on the 
extent of the liberties it may 

take. But sometimes even the most loveable 
can be a nuisance to others because of 
their tendency to mark, i.e. pee on, posts 
and fences. This leads to dead patches in 
hedges and clipped creepers on fences, 
frustrating when you’ve spent hours trimming 
them. Try tipping the dregs of the coffee 
pot over the affected area periodically. 
Dogs find it a powerful disincentive.

And what about bats? First the good news: 
they are said to mean happiness, and they 
are second only to bushfire as our best bush 
regenerators. The bad news is that recent 
research has found that bat faeces may 
carry several serious, even fatal diseases. The 
droppings are extremely acid and burn leaves, 
particularly those of potted plants. WEAR 
GLOVES when you remove it. A local woman 
who has the branches of a large camphor 
laurel tree spreading over her deck reports 
that droppings, which look a little like horse 
droppings, could be mistaken for regurgitated 
fruit. Bats are a serious problem only when 
the fruit is ripe but this year because of 
the warm winter this period has lasted 
from June to October. 

 

Be on the lookout 
for the next 
Alpha Course 
early  
next 
year

St Basil’s Anglican Church
Artarmon
6  B R O U G H T O N  R O A D ,  A RTA R M O N  •  R E C T O RY  9 4 1 2  1 3 1 5  •  O F F I C E  P H / FA X  9 4 1 3  9 7 1 3

S U N D AY  1 0 . 0 0 a m  •  Parish Communion with children’s programme 
S U N D AY  6 . 0 0 p m  •  ST BASIL’S @ 6 Informal service with light meal 

W E D N E S D AY  7 . 3 0 a m  •  Holy Communion
Baptisms, Marriages and Funerals by arrangement with the Rector. 

If we can be of any other help or if you have an enquiry about the Christian faith or Church activities, please phone on 9412 1315.

Celebrate Christmas with us
Sunday 18 December 
10AM: HOLY COMMUNION 

5PM: CHILDREN’S SERVICE AND CHRISTMAS CAROLS 
• 

Christmas Eve Saturday 24 December 
9PM: HOLY COMMUNION 

• 
Christmas Day Sunday 25 December 

9AM: HOLY COMMUNION 
WITH CHILDREN’S PROGRAMME 

(Note the different time from the normal Sunday time of 10am)



 Real Estate  Comment

As in previous years, I present my annual 
comparison and analysis of Artarmon 
house sales over the previous decade.

Notwithstanding adverse media hype, the fact that 
happily jumps off the page for home owners is the 2.5% 
increase in average price. This is actually skewed down  
by an abnormally large number of cheaper properties 
that happened to sell in peripheral, main road locations. 
This resulted in 17% of properties selling under $800,000 
as compared with only 5% last year. Approximately 
a third of properties sold in the $1.2 – $1.4 million 
range which is up from 20% the previous year.

However, volume has fallen considerably to 
thirty five properties. This surely makes Artarmon 
rank as amongst the tightest of niche markets in 
Sydney. It represents a turnover of under 4%. I can 
only conclude that Artarmon residents appreciate 
Artarmon so much they do not want to leave. 

On a personal note, I continue to sell the majority 
of houses. My percentages were a little deflated 
by the main road sales that I did not handle, 
but still equated to around 75% by value.

Regards

Gil Davis

10 year comparison of Artarmon house sales

110 Hampden Road, Artarmon

9411 7299
www.hometraders.com.au

Price ($) 1995/6 1996/7 1997/8 1998/9 1999/00 2000/01 2001/02 2002/03 2003/04 2004/5

Under 600,000 41 (91%) 40 (79%) 21 (51%) 16 (36%) 12 (27%) 3 (11%) 2 (5%) 1 (3%)

 600,000 - 800,000 4 (9%) 11 (21%) 18 (44%) 21 (48%) 14 (31%) 11 (41%) 16 (46%) 5 (13%) 2 (5%) 5 (14%)

 800,000 - 1,000,000 2 (5%) 7 (16%) 14 (31%) 10 (37%) 6 (17%) 15 (39%) 17 (39%) 3 (9%)

 1,000,000 - 1,200,000 3 (7%) 2 (7%) 3 (9%) 11 (29%) 11 (25%) 9 (26%)

 1,200,000 - 1,400,000 2 (5%) 5 (14%) 5 (13%) 9 (20%) 11 (31%)

 1,400,000 - 1,600,000 1 (4%) 1 (3%) 1 (3%) 3 (7%) 3 (8%)

 1,600,000 - 1,800,000 1 (3%) 1 (3%) 1 (2%) 2 (6%)

 1,800,000 - 2,000,000 1 (3%)

 2,000,000 + 1 (2%) 1 (3%)

Total Volume 45 51 41 44 45 27 35 38 44 35

Total Sales $19.6m $25.3m $24.4m $28.6m $33.8m $21.85m $32.58m $38.91m $48.44m $40.69m

Average Price $436,000 $495,000 $595,000 $650,000 $751,000 $810,000 $931,000 $1.024m $1.108m $1.163m
E & OE: The information in this table has been extracted and compiled using the records of the 
Valuer General’s department and our sources. It is deemed reliable but is not guaranteed.

Gil Davis is the Principal 
of Home Traders 

Gil Davis & Associates 
(formerly Richardson & 
Wrench Artarmon). He 

can be contacted on 
9411 7299 or email 

gil@hometraders.com.au

Two year comparison 2003/4 2004/5

Cheapest $700,000 $539,000

Dearest $2,100,000 $2,270,000

Increase in average 
price over previous yr 8.2% 2.5%

Over $1 million 56% 70%

Our sales 75% 69%


