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We are all very lucky to live in this com-
munity of Artarmon! Last Saturday’s third 
annual Artarmon Community Fair saw our 
best representation yet from many and 
varied parts of our community. Once again 
the weather was kind to us as we enjoyed 
not only the variety of things to see and do 
but the opportunity to share them with so 
many of our neighbours and friends.

There were some major new attractions at the 
Fair this year. These included the live broadcast 
from the Fair by FM99.3 2NSB, our community 
radio station; the excellent heritage bus tour 
“Unearth Artarmon” which brought to the 
attention of many the rich industrial heritage 
of our suburb; and the wonderful entertain-
ment provided by the Willoughby City Band 
and the Japanese Dance Group. 

We had the opportunity again in 2006 to 
enjoy wonderful music, choral and dance 
performances by the Artarmon Public 
School as well as the very funky dancers 
from the Funky Dance Studio! The famous 
Neighbourhood Watch sausage sizzle kept 
sizzling, coffees and cakes were consumed 
along with wine and beer tastings provided 
by one of our new local business heroes, 
the Freeway Hotel. It was also great to see 
the majority of local restaurants open and 
busily trading on the day.

Many thanks to everyone for their 
enthusiasm and participation! 
So many 

Artarmon Community Fair, 
6 May 2006: A Warm and 
Wonderful Celebration of 
Community!
By Michelle Sloane

Michael Dawes, APA President, presents 
Michael Simmons, Artarmon Public School 

Principal, with a trumpet on behalf of 
the APA and the Artarmon community

community groups benefited from 
your attendance and support 
which is the aim of our Fair - to 
both support and celebrate our 
wonderful community.

We worked hard and had a great day!

The Artarmon Public School through 
sales at the P&C Mother’s Day gift stall and 
raffle raised over $3000.

The Noah’s Ark Toy Library Cake Stall 
raised nearly $1400. The NATL Committee 
again wish to extend their most sincere 
thanks to the community for the generosity in 
donating cakes, jams and other assorted tasty 
things to assist the fundraising on the day. 

The Neighbourhood Watch Sausage 
Sizzle sold 60 kilos of sausages provided by 
our local Artarmon Butcher, 30kg of onions, 
50 loaves of bread and 30kg of madarins.

The Sea Scouts who sold popcorn and soft 
drinks raised $1000.

Artarmon Public School Music: The Fair 
was opened by the Year 2 Choir led by 
Jan Cohen and Gregg Shaw. The String 
Group, conducted by Liz Raynor, per-
formed an amazing repertoire followed 
by truly outstanding performances by the 
Jazz Band and Concert Band 1. Matthew 
Walmsley conducted these talented musi-
cians through a demanding repertoire. 
Listening to their performance one could 
only feel enormous pride in our local school 
and the obvious dedication of our teachers 
and parents. And a big thank you to Dana 
Kroenert and Louise Pope for the energy 
and fun of the dance group performance.

Artarmon Public School Art Exhibition 
and Competition– “Images of Artarmon”: 
The exhibition showcased the talent of our 
local kids and featured painting and sculp-
tures. Our judges, including Lynne Greaves of 
Artarmon Framing and Dale Thomas Gallery, 
were impressed with the quality of the entries 
and struggled to select the final winners. 

Special thanks must go to Katherine Simms 
for coordinating all the art entries. Prizes were 
awarded to children from each year as well as 
overall exhibition winners. 

Merit certificates were awarded to: Ben 
Buckman (Kindergarten), Pranav Gilder (Year 
1), Lisa Maggs (Year 2), Heidi Liu (Year 3), 
Jodie McGowen (Year 4), Nicholas Woolley 
(Year 5) and Sharon Wu (Year 6). 

Overall winners were:1st prize Lucy Wu (Year 
6); 2nd prize Sophie Aitken (Year 2) and 3rd 
prize, a group award to 6K, 6L and 6T.

Again we are indebted to Michael Simmons, 
School Principal, and his team for their will-
ingness to support the Fair and the energy 
and commitment they display every year!

Continues on Page 7
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Editorial
Events of the last few of weeks have reminded me yet again what a community can achieve 
when it works together.

None of us will ever forget the Beaconsfield mine rescue. What strength displayed by everyone 
in that extended community as they worked not only on the rescue but on keeping the town 
functioning and ministering to the emotional needs of all involved. And in our own community, 
we have had both the Heritage Tour and the Community Fair – both great successes and also 
wonderful examples of people working together and giving so generously of their time and their 
resources in many ways.

There will always be a small group of people in every community who have the time and the 
inclination to volunteer. But when I saw the huge numbers of people who attended the Fair, 
I couldn’t help but think that there must be others who would be willing to help, in order to 
ensure that the APA and its various committees can continue to organise such events. Artarmon 
has a community spirit and feel amongst businesses and residents alike that must rate up there 
with the best in Sydney! Let’s try and keep it that way. Please volunteer to assist us in this work 
even if you have only a few hours to spare. 

In this edition, we bring you all the fun of the Fair and the Heritage Tour. You will also find more 
photos from the Fair on the website at www.artarmonprogress.org.au.

And speaking of the website, Rhoda Sexton has volunteered to help us keep it up to date. Rhoda 
is already part of the Gazette Committee, and we thank her for her extra commitment.

Anne Weinert 
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au

Letters to the Editor
Barking dogs, 
Squealing children playing in the summer sun, 
Musical instruments blaring in backyards, 
Cricket and footy games resounding over fencetops. 
Parents and friends enjoying a drink and a barbeque whilst it’s all happening. 

Gee  - sounds to me like families having fun together in their own backyards. 

The main reason most of us chose to be in Artarmon in the first place. 

Those of us who choose to complain about stuff such as this may need to move from their 
armchairs and join in the fun! 

Kellie Morton, Stewart Street, Artarmon 

 
Let’s stop Artarmon’s streets from turning into public rubbish tips!

During a recent short walk I passed several longstanding piles of old mattresses, broken furniture 
and whitegoods. These rusting roadside mattress-middens have been getting worse for many 
months. They look depressing, damage plants, hamper pedestrians and provide a cosy home 
for rats. If our dumping culture spreads, it could lead to tipping of not just more and more local 
household goods, but also commercial/ building waste or even out-of-area dumping.

Artarmon’s higher residential density areas have particular waste management needs. Unit-
dwellers don’t have much space to store their bulky waste goods for up to 12 months between 
whitegoods pickups; there are moving-out cleanouts as rental leases end; and for residents 
without cars, use of the waste transfer station can be difficult.

Combine these factors with the reduced frequency and increased fussiness of Council pickups, 
and, sadly, Artarmon’s new year-round Footpath Festival of the Fridges is the unpleasant result.

I understand that Council’s cleanup service is currently under review. Perhaps we need to switch 
back to more frequent general cleanups, or introduce a flexible dial-up collection service, to 
better help residents responsibly manage their bulky waste goods. Is it possible to do this while 
still preserving the recycling aims of the current system?

Sonia Powell, Kitchener Road, Artarmon

Fair Competition Winners
Congratulations to all the winners of the APA competition at the Fair, and 
thanks to Human Nature and the Willoughby Symphony for donating prizes:

Autographed Human Nature CDs Willoughby Symphony passes 
 Melissa Fardell, Lane Cove   David Curran, Artarmon 
 Jane Su, Artarmon  Natalie Lau, Artarmon 
   Amy Lin, Artarmon 
   Helen Smith, Artarmon 
   Melissa Sudhata, Artarmon



artarmon GAZETTE Edition 34 - May 2006  3

President’s Report by Michael Dawes

Michael Dawes

It’s a hat trick! Three great Fairs in three years 
and each one bigger and better than the pre-
vious year. We have been so lucky to have had 
great weather, but the success in the main is 
due to a lot of hard work by the organisers 
and participants of the Fair. We should not 
lose sight of the fact that this is a community 
fair, organised and run by volunteers, which 
we should feel very proud of. I would like to 
thank all involved in the organisation and run-
ning of the Fair, especially Michelle Sloane, 
and the sponsors for their support and gener-
osity. WCC improvements to Wilkes Ave and 
their logistical support certainly contributed to 
the success.  The involvement from Artarmon 
Public school has again been terrific and I am 
very pleased that the APA was able to donate 
a trumpet to the school band in return. 

 
The Artarmon Heritage Walk, which had 
been part of the Fair for the previous two 
years, was held at the beginning of April this 
year and was again a great success. Thankyou 
to Marianne Nestor for the organisation, and 
to the house sitters and home owners for 
allowing the community to view the wonder-
ful things that can be done in renovating a 
home whilst maintaining its heritage value. 

 
It is disappointing to report however that 
we have not been as successful in achiev-
ing better outcomes for Artarmon from the 

Lane Cove Tunnel despite much ongoing 
effort by the APA. Since this time last year, 
we have had three Ministers for Roads. An 
APA letter written to the current Minister, Mr 
Roozendal, over 6 weeks ago, suggesting traf-
fic measures that might encourage traffic to 
use the Pacific Hwy rather than local Artarmon 
streets, remains unanswered. The Government 
& RTA have not progressed on their promise 
to trial tunnel filtration. 

Mayor Reilly had not, until the Fair, provided 
any update of progress with regard to his 
Mayoral Minute of 14th March 2005 and the 
outcomes of the further meetings that were 
promised by Minister Costa between RTA and 
WCC representatives. However, at the Fair, 
the Mayor agreed to put Lane Cove Tunnel 
traffic impacts on Artarmon on the Council’s 
meeting agenda as a permanent item. He also 
agreed to support APA’s ongoing dialogue 
with the Minister for Transport and RTA. 

Despite our best efforts we have been unsuc-
cessful in gaining interest from the mainstream 
press in the LCT issues facing Artarmon. Our 
state government representatives have tried to 
progress our concerns in Parliament, however 
being in Opposition they have been faced 
with the same unresponsive and unconcerned 
Government as the APA has. I would encour-
age you to raise your concerns regarding the 
impost of traffic on Artarmon with Members of 
Parliament and local Councillors.

Please support the 
local businesses 
that support the 
APA’s activities. In the 
end the money all 
goes around and we 
are able to provide 
benefits back to you, 
our community, in 
the form of the Fair, 
Gazette and lobbying on your behalf. 

 
Membership: We greatly appreciate the indi-
rect support from your membership, now at 
record levels, however we urgently need oth-
ers to get directly involved in the committee. 
If you wish the APA to continue to provide 
what it does in our community, then please 
consider joining the committee by contacting 
me on 9411 4428. 

 
I would also like to draw your atten-
tion to some changes for our next Public 
Information Meeting which we are running 
in conjunction with Artarmon / St Leonards 
Chamber of Commerce. It will be held at the 
Freeway Hotel on Monday, 29th May at 6pm. 
A different venue, day and time to the norm, 
but we felt this was the most appropriate con-
sidering the topic of the meeting (redevelop-
ment plans for the ABC site and WCC works 
depot). I hope to see you there! 
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Artarmon Primary School is through to the 
semi-finals of It’s Academic after defeating 
two other Sydney primary schools in the first 
round of the national television game show.

Fifteen year six students from the school were 
selected to compete in the program, recorded 
at Channel Seven’s Epping studios last term.

Their first round victory was broadcast over 
five nights from April 17.The team returned 
to the studios to record the semi-final contest 
which will be broadcast in the coming months 
(It’s Academic screens weekdays at 4pm). 

Hosted by Simon Reeves, the program requires 
students from different schools to compete 
against each other in a test of knowledge cover-
ing a wide range of subjects including English, 
mathematics, science, geography, sport, music 
and popular culture. Each episode features three 
teams (red, blue and green), each made up of 
three members from each school. 

In 2005, Artarmon Primary School invited 
interested Year 5 students to audition for 
a place in a team – co-oordinated by two 
remarkable Artarmon teachers, Peter Weyde 
and Robyn Tolnay. The auditions attracted 
enormous interest with approximately 40 
children trying out.

“To help us select the children for the teams, 
we arranged a fun and relaxing ‘trivia day’. 
We were looking for children who had good 
general knowledge and were quick on their 
feet. We were also on the look out for chil-
dren with confidence and a desire to be on 
national television.

“We were delighted that so many children 
showed an interested in participating in the 
audition process and that it was open to all 
Year 5 students,” Robyn said.

The format of each episode of It’s Academic is 
the same; it is divided into five segments with 
questions for each participating team, Who 
Am I, Mathematics and General Knowledge 
questions, two rounds of Beat the Buzzer and 
a video clip question where the teams watch 
a short segment then answer a series of ques-
tions - this was a favourite. 

Aside from needing a strong general knowl-
edge, all team members have to nominate an 
area of special interest which they research in 
preparation for the Random Spotlight. This is 
a less predictable part of the program where 
any team member can be asked a question 
about their topic and, if answered correctly, 
score an additional 20 points for their team. 
Julia Cassuben, a current year six student, 
chose the reign of Queen Elizabeth I as her 
special interest topic although other team 
members chose subjects as diverse as Margot 
Fonteyn and Antarctica. “I chose Queen 
Elizabeth I as my topic because I’m interested 
in history, especially monarchies,” Julia said 

As a naturally keen and enthusiastic student, 
Julia felt one of the most important lessons she 
learned from being part of the It’s Academic 
team was learning to give other people the 
opportunity to respond. She also valued the 
chance to work as a team. “It’s Academic was 
a fantastic learning experience. There is so 

much to think about such as remembering to 
smile and answering questions under pressure 
while also worrying about how you look. My 
mouth went weak every time the camera came 
around.“ Julia says that if she had the chance 
to compete again, she would concentrate more 
and not hold back; she would try and answer 
every question. In the end though, she and her 
team-mates are thrilled with their performance 
and recognise the significance of reaching the 
semi finals. “I am really happy with our results 
so far; we have all tried our hardest,” she said.

In order to provide support for the teams and to 
involve more children in the It’s Academic experi-
ence, Robyn and Peter gathered a ‘support team’ 
of about 25 other year six students who attended 
the filming and encouraged the Artarmon teams. 
They made “Go Artarmon” banners and cher-
ished the opportunity to support their friends.

Being part of a television program was a new 
experience for all the children involved and 
one they clearly enjoyed.

Artarmon School through to Semis of It’s Academic by Katrina Weir

School stars at the Fair

The It’s Academic team with Peter Weyde Robyn Tolnay with Julia Cassuben

9 Elizabeth Street

After 15 years in Greenwich 
we’re excited about moving 
our business to this great 

old shopfront in Artarmon

An eclectic mix of old and new Furniture, 
Books, Bric-a-Brac and Jewellery

We can sell your goods for you.

9906 7556
Tues - Fri: 11am to 6pm 

Sat: 11am to 4pm
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Giving children a 
brighter future

Professional tutoring in
Maths  

Spelling  
Reading  

Grammar  
Comprehension 

Phone for a free assessment for your child

• Artarmon 9884 7744 
• Frenchs Forest 9975 2000 
• Mona Vale 9999 3469

Get in Front. Stay in Front.

Harmonic Dance
weaving the etheric

For information on classes, workshops 
and performances please contact 

Deborah Whitford.

Phone: 9411 4232 or 4784 3658 
Email: deborah@harmonicstudies.org

THE ARTARMON CENTRE FOR 
HARMONIC STUDIES

139 Artarmon Road, Artarmon

REDKEN GOLD AMBASSADOR SALON

COME IN & RELAX WITH ARTARMON’S FIRST MASSAGING BASIN RECLINERS

SERVICES FOR ALL AGES
CUTTING MEN & LADIES 

NEW TECHNOLOGY WAVES 
COLOUR SPECIALIST 

 TREATMENTS 
FORMAL UPSTYLING 

GHD IRON STRAIGHTENING 
KIDS CUTS 

FULL RANGE OF RETAIL

TO BOOK NOW CALL 9419 8886
SHOP 2, 22 ELIZABETH ST, ARTARMON 
Discount for Seniors card holders, conditions apply

OPTOMETRISTS
122 HAMPDEN RD ARTARMON

ROLAND TAN (B.Optom. UNSW)
WENG-TSEE TAN (B.Optom. UNSW)
Phone: 9412 3757

Mon-Frid: 9am–6pm
Saturday: 9am–12.30pm
CLOSED WEDNESDAYS

A family–owned business

Members of the
Optometrists Association of Australia

Impeccable Painting
A proud sponsor of the Artarmon Fair

Call David McGowen on

0411 3000 13  or Office 9410 2129

Accredited

We specialise in

• Period & restoration work

• All special effects

• Attention to detail
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BB APPLIANCE REPAIRS 
AND ELECTRICALS

For all Repairs to:
• Washing Machines
• Dryers
• Dishwashers
• Electric Stoves

Electrical Work by 
Licenced Electrician

Artarmon references available

All work guaranteed
No job too small

Available 6 days Monday to Saturday
Prompt Service

Phone: Brian on 9427 8308
or Mobile 0412 414 881

Toni Richards
BA, Dip MC, Dip FC, JP

CIVIL MARRIAGE CELEBRANT

‘Celebrations - A Way of Life’

For the wedding you dreamed of

Relax with confidence

Warm, friendly, professional service

Quality, reliability, sensitivity

Enquiries welcome

Ph: 02 9958 5665
Mob: 0411 864 550
toni@marriagecelebrant.net.au

www.marriagecelebrant.net.au

artarmon framing
and

dale thomas gallery 

Lynn Greaves•Bob Greaves•Ross Taylor
41 Whiting St, Artarmon.

Ph: 9439 9992•Fax: 9436 0264
Open: 8.30 - 5 M to F • 10 - 2 Sat.

‘Aquaviews’ 
by

Marc Henry
Opens May 20th

PICTURE FRAMING

New owners for Artarmon Newsagency
After 17 and a half years, the ownership of the Artarmon Newsagency changed from Guven 
and Jacques Fiasson to Sue and Calvin Yu on Monday 13 March 2006. Sue and Calvin are from 
Sydney’s Northern Districts and are excited about their new venture.

Guven and Jacques plan a year’s break, then may return to lecturing as Guven is a statistician and 
Jacques is a physicist. Guven is sad to be leaving her daily contact with the village community of 
Artarmon. “Jacques and I will greatly miss the customers who have become friends. It has been so nice 
seeing children grow into fine young adults, and to have regular contact with our long term customers.”

The Gazette wishes Guven and Jacques well in their new career directions and welcomes Sue and Calvin.

Farewell to Jacques and Guven, and welcome to Calvin and Sue

Photo: John Peacock

Lane Cove Tunnel Construction community liaison report by Sonia Powell

The new Reserve Road ramps at the Gore 
Hill Freeway are planned to open in early-mid 
June. Once the newly-built ramps are open, 
Thiess John Holland (TJH) will demolish the 
existing ramps to make way for new Freeway 
lanes connecting to the tunnel.

At the Artarmon Reserve oval, modifications 
to the bund allowing the oval to function as 
a water detention basin are likely to start in 
early June.

The tunnel’s main eastern portal is currently 
being built using a cut-and-cover technique in 
the middle of the Gore Hill Freeway west of 
Reserve Road (see photo). The excavated cutting 
has now connected with the top of the under-
ground road-header-driven tunnel, and will con-
tinue to be dug deeper over the coming weeks.

The eastern ventilation stack in Marden Street 
has reached its final height, and the concrete 
chimney will soon be clad with a metallic surface 
and random solid-coloured panels. There are still 

Then...

...and now

no plans to filter the toxic emissions. Explanations 
about how the design accommodates possible 
future filtration have been very inconsistent.

Landscaping plans to revegetate the remnants 
of open space along the length of the project 
through Artarmon are at an advanced stage.

Submissions to the Parliamentary Inquiry 
into the Cross City and Lane Cove Tunnels 
close on 25 May. Find out more online at 
http://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au.

If you have complaints or queries about the 
project, please call TJH’s 24-hour toll-free contact 
line, 1800 009 280. Your feedback may well 
help reduce this project’s negative impacts, or 
lessen the problems that future infrastructure 
projects will cause for their local communities.

Photographs looking east along the Gore Hill Freeway 
towards the Reserve Road ramps: (above) before 

construction started, and (below) showing the widening of 
the Freeway and the tunnel portal excavation in the centre 

of the picture. Photos courtesy Northview Apartments.
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PHYSIOTHERAPY

ANN LIEBERT 
& 

JACKIE WALKER

Physiotherapists

For fifteen years,
Physiotherapist Ann
Liebert has run her
practice in Artarmon,
specialising in:

•  Back pain
•  Musculo-skeletal pain
•  Sports injuries
•  Occupational-related pain
•  Neck headaches

SUITE 6 
110 HAMPDEN ROAD 

ARTARMON

PH: 9419 3404 
FAX: 9419 2880

Artarmon Medical Centre
92-94 HAMPDEN ROAD ARTARMON 2064

A personal, caring family practice for more than 26 years 
- providing comprehensive and complete medical care 

for you and your family.

Artarmon’s only fully accredited General Practice 

 • women’s health
 • men’s health
 • heart checks
 • immunisation
 • allergy treatment
 • paediatrics

To feel your best, talk to one of the friendly GPs for the right advice.

Phone 9411 5858 • 9419 8448

2006 FLU VACCINE
NOW AVAILABLE

Free Flu and Pneumococcal 
vaccine for 65 and over

Girl Guides by Kay Fox

The recent Artarmon Fair proved 
yet again to be a wonderful oppor-
tunity to showcase the Artarmon 
Girl Guide unit. Warm weather and 
brilliant blue skies were the perfect 
conditions for the girls to display 
their skill and teamwork in erecting their Guide 
“bell” tent. The tent is used for weekends away 
and provides the girls with the opportunity to 
experience outdoor camping, not something all 
girls would otherwise get to experience.

We were also fortunate enough to receive air 
time on radio FM99.3 where our guide leader, 
Fiona, spoke with enthusiasm about Guides 
being a challenging and community based activ-
ity where girls can develop life and leadership 
skills in a safe and caring environment. 

May is a big month for the Girl Guides - not 
only was it the Artarmon Fair, it is also the 
month the Guides major fund raising event for 
the year is held - the annual Biscuit Campaign. 
The Artarmon Guide Unit will be at Bunnings 
Warehouse in Artarmon on Saturday, 20 May 
between 10.00am to 3.00pm. We encourage 
you to support your local Girl Guides by pur-
chasing some biscuits.

Girls interested 
in joining the 
Artarmon 
Girl Guides 
should contact 
Fiona Smee  - 
“Platypus”- on 
9438 5434.

True or False Quiz
1. Artarmon used to have its own bus company.

2. The Artarmon library is located in the David 
Warner Community Centre. David Warner was a 
former federal MP.

3. There was once a Catholic church in Elizabeth St.

4. The first official post office in Artarmon 
opened in 1924.

Answers on page 15.

Heritage at the Fair

Marianne Nestor organised a very different herit-
age experience for us all this year. The “Unearth 
Artarmon” bus tour visited local industrial sites - 
the site of the original Artarmon Brick Pits where 
the waste transfer station now stands, the 
historic brick pits tunnel which was unearthed 
during the construction of Wine Vault, and 
the Walter Burley Griffin designed Incinerator. 
Marianne did an outstanding job of research-
ing these sites and was our very informative 
tour guide on the day! Many thanks to Sarah 
Maddock for helping to pull all this together and 
to Willoughby City Council for the provision of 
the Council Bus and a driver. 

Our Local Business Heroes

The Fair would not have been possible with-
out the support of our Local Business Heroes. 
This year we had an excellent level of support 
from the local business community with an 
increase in the number of sponsors. 

Our Local Business Heroes for 2006 are:

Home Traders Gil Davis And Associates – 
who again as a platinum sponsor provided all 
our large promotional signage as well as an 
enormous amount of administrative and “on the 
ground” support to just get things done for the 
Fair and our Heritage House Tour earlier in April.

Willoughby City Council – who prepared 
and set up a wonderful range of exhibits and 
activities. Special thanks to Di Eva and her 
team and to Sarah Maddock and Eilis O’Beirne 
for again providing so much support.

Alto Ford – who again as a platinum spon-
sor set up a great display of two cars, special 
weekend deals and provided our fantastic Alto 
Ford Dinosaur Jumping Castle!

Commonwealth Bank – also as a platinum 
sponsor supported all the Artarmon Public 
School activities including the Artarmon Art 
Competition, and the musical performances.

The Freeway Hotel – a new sponsor in 2006, 

provided the Misty Ridge Cuddly Animal Farm 
and set up a stall offering excellent wine and 
Freeway Hotel beer tastings! In addition, they 
provided their courtesy bus and enabled a group 
of senior residents from the Docherty Centre to 
enjoy a couple of hours at the Fair. Many thanks 
to Pat Larkin for his energy and enthusiasm!

Impeccable Painting – thanks again to David 
McGowan who sponsored the P&C Mother’s 
Day Gift Stall.

2NSB – set up their outside broadcast van 
and broadcast live from the Fair from 10am till 
2pm. Thanks so much to Peter Hislop and the 
team who made it all happen!!

Artarmon Framing & Dale Thomas Gallery 
– many thanks again to Lynne and Bob for 
organising Art 2064.

David Young And Associates – again helped 
to sponsor our wonderful JellyBean the Clown!

Artarmon Valet Service – thanks to Evan Webb 
who again sponsored Noah’s Ark Toy Library.

Nick Logan Pharmacist Advice – an inaugu-
ral sponsor who this year not only helped with 
sponsorship of our clowns but also set up a 
fantastic and very informative stall. Thanks to 
Nick and his team!!

Taurus Marketing – thanks to Sharon Williams 
and her team for the stall and the toffee apples!!

Hair on Wilkes – our dynamic new local 
hairdresser Ross Dickson prepared a fantastic 
show providing a real sense of what this great 
young stylist can do! 

Diversity Management – who spon-
sored Willoughby Environmental Protection 
Association (WEPA), who set up an excellent 
stall selling Australian Native Plants.

Easy Being Green – another new sponsor 
who supported our local Sustainability Street 
stall and provided loads of interesting informa-
tion, ideas and support on how to be “green.”

Kip McGrath – another new sponsor who helped 
to support the kids’ entertainment and craft activi-
ties and gave away some fantastic calculators and 
helpful information about their services. 

Artarmon Community Fair

Continued from Page 1
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Fun of the Fair 
Artarmon Community Fair 6 May 2006
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Thanks to our 
Local Business Heroes 2006

The Artarmon Community Fair is an annual event so watch the 
Gazette for regular updates concerning our plans for 2007!

Photos: Glenda Gartrell, Anne Weinert, Sonia Powell

ARTARMON VALE T SERVICE

Platinum

Gold

Silver



10  artarmon GAZETTE Edition 34 - May 2006

Gore Hill Freeway, 
Again! Residents are 
having a difficult time 
with noise abatement 
measures required under 
the Gore Hill construction 
contract. The process that 
has been put in place has 

a few things missing. So much so I hold the opin-
ion that it lacks consumer safeguards. Thiess John 
Holland has commissioned work that projects the 
noise on the Freeway for the next 15 years. It is 
on this basis that they are deciding what ‘archi-
tectural treatment’ is to be offered to each affect-
ed household. However, with the offer of works 
is a legal deed of release. The householder is not 
advised of the contents of the projected noise 
abatement reports and not offered independent 
legal advice. To date it has been a matter of sign 
or lose the offer. Not good enough and smacks 
of a heavy-handed approach.

Artarmon Railway Station - Easy Access: 
APA, the State Member for Willoughby and 

Councillors’ feedback...feedback...feedback

Barry Thompson

The early months of 
2006 have proven to be 
very busy on Council. 
No sooner had we 
Councillors caught 
up with the backlog 
accumulated over the 
Christmas break than we 

were presented with the Management Plan for 
the planning period 2006-2011. That exercise has 
required the incorporation of outcomes of last 
year’s City Strategy into our deliberations and so 
has meant a greater time commitment. The Plan 
shows total rates revenue rising 3.6% in 2006/7, 
marginally more than inflation and as limited by 
the State government policy of rate pegging.

Both Councillors and officers see local impacts 
of the Lane Cove Tunnel and the Chatswood 
Epping rail link as continuing to require time 
and effort. More recently, Naremburn Ward 
Councillors, in particular, have been reviewing 
the recommendations of a planning study of 
the St Leonards area. Consultants have been 
engaged on a study of that local area which has 
zones in North Sydney and Lane Cove, as well as 
Willoughby. Past planning controls by the three 
Councils have not always been consistent and 
a blueprint has now been developed for coor-
dinated development, and which incorporates 
the State government’s plans under the new 
Metropolitan Strategy. By 2030, St Leonards will 
have an additional 8000 jobs and 4000 more 
residents as part of the Lower North Shore’s 
contribution to the edict for a more compact city, 
developed around existing public transport hubs. 

The St Leonards Study has taken into account the 
masterplanning study currently underway for the 
Royal North Shore hospital site. Significant 
changes are planned for that site through consoli-
dation of the many disparate buildings and services 
into a new structure, with the release of much of 
the site area for redevelopment. Many of the jobs 
and residences mentioned above will be provided 
on the RNSH site. It is likely that the RNSH site will 
be developed as a State Significant project so WCC 
will have limited input to the process. Nonetheless, 
we will seek to ensure that infrastructure and 
community facilities for the new worker and resi-
dent populations will be provided as part of the 
redevelopment. Also we will expect that the extra 
development is planned around increased use of 
improved public transport so that pressure on local 
roads is not exacerbated. 

You may have heard rumours concerning the 
sale of Council’s works depot on Reserve Rd. 
We have recently reviewed a proposal to relocate 
the depot and to offer the site for long-term 
lease. Consultants have advised us that the site is 
highly valued – with a likely use as a bulky goods 
sales centre within an adaptive refurbishment 
of the existing building. Council would pursue 
a heritage listing for the site, and the option of 
lease, rather than sale would retain ownership 
in public hands for the long term. As part of this 
strategy, Council is presently looking for another 
more suitable site for its depot operations – and 
that may be as far afield as the East Chatswood 
Industrial Area. Realisation of the value of the 
Reserve Rd site will allow Council to pursue a 

number of the projects outlined in the Property 
Plan, recently exhibited for public comment.

You will recall that I mentioned here previously 
that a Forum for apartment dwellers is being 
organised by Council. The date is firming as a 
Saturday in late August. Please watch your Body 
Corporate notice board for further details.

Councillor Lamb has given details of the pilot 
schemes for GoGet and CouncilCabs in her 
column. Success of these pilots will influence 
future strategies and support for follow-up activi-
ties. Please make the effort to avail yourself of 
these pilot programs and give me your feedback 
– both good and bad.

barry.thompson@willoughby.nsw.gov.au ; 
9412 1596 (phone/fax) 

I have been writing letters about securing a 
place for Artarmon station on the works list for 
the State Government’s Easy Access program. I 
have written to two Ministers and received the 
usual bureaucratic ‘do nothing and say noth-
ing’ response. Using another approach I have 
ascertained the criteria for being placed on this 
works list. In short, the current list goes to 2008; 
nothing in place beyond this and Artarmon 
comes up in every review. Artarmon has, as its 
strongest point, strong patronage. State Rail sees 
the weaker points as no growth in patronage, 
no taxis rank, no car parking, no medical facili-
ties and no or limited bus exchange. Interesting 
insights! I am pleased to advise that I have 
spoken to Minister Watkins. I had two minutes 
to plead the case and he has agreed to take per-
sonal representations on the basis of what I said 
to him. So on to the next stage and I will advise 
of how the matter progresses.

WCC Annual Budget: Council on the 24 April 
voted to put the Annual Budget on exhibition. It 
contains a proposal to introduce a new Citywide 
levy for drainage works. It is estimated that the 
cost will be $25 per household. The first works 
will be on the Civic Place site and Chatswood 
CBD. A proposal for a reduction in the Domestic 
Waste Levy for homeowners over 70 and in pos-
session of a Commonwealth Health Card (which 
is means tested) has been included in the mate-
rial on exhibition.

The budget deliberations revealed that the 
financial position was tight. What was more 
interesting is the General Manager advised that 
next year the Budget is very likely to require rate 
increases or real cuts in budget items. It seems 
that for 13 years the Council has had three 
one-off financial windfalls that have allowed the 
growth of Council activities and the works pro-
gram. The benefits of these have now washed 
through the system.

What was also revealed from this briefing was a 
comparative study of Willoughby Council’s stand-
ing with other Councils in the region. We do very 
well. It is just that more money is needed to keep 
doing well.

Stuart Coppock

Artarmon Library Masterplan
Council has engaged consultants to look at opportunities to redevelop 
the Artarmon Library site in Elizabeth Street, incorporating an expanded 
branch library and associated community uses, together with any 
compatible commercial use to offset redevelopment costs.

Consultants were present at the Artarmon Fair and will present options to 
a forthcoming Artarmon Progress Association meeting.

Residents and business owners interested in having input into this project 
should contact Council’s Corporate Services Director, Nick Tobin, on 9777 7500.

Submissions close 2 June 2006.

John C Owen PO Box 57 
GENERAL MANAGER CHATSWOOD NSW 2057
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...feedback

Kate Lamb

I know that many read-
ers share the Council’s 
concern about the fact 
that there are too many 
cars on our roads so I am 
pleased to be able to tell 
you about CouncilCab 

– a service which is being launched on May 
19th at the Smart Transport Show in Chatswood 
Mall. We have set up a partnership with the 

Taxi industry which aims to give residents an 
alternative for those short, local trips at a flat 
fee of $4.00. You call 8332 8338 up to a week 
before the day you need it and (with leeway of 
half an hour either side of your booked time), 
CouncilCab will take you anywhere within the 
city boundaries (e.g. RNS Hospital, Chatswood 
CBD or Willoughby Leisure Centre). The booking 
service is open 24 hours, 7 days and you can 
pay in cash or purchase a book of 5 vouchers 
for $20. Vouchers can be purchased from your 
driver, from Council’s Service Centre at L 4 in 
Victor St, or from the Dougherty Community 
Centre in Chatswood.

Another of our initiatives is the Smart 
Transport Show in Chatswood Mall to be held 
over 2 days on Friday 19th May (11am – 7pm) 
and Saturday 20th May (10am – 4pm), just as 
the Gazette reaches your mailboxes. At this 
show you can find out about GoGet Car Share 
– an innovative scheme which gives you all the 
benefits of using a car without actually owning 
it. Along with several other progressive Councils 
in the Sydney metropolitan area, WCC has been 
working with this small company by provid-
ing on-street parking at convenient locations 
(‘pods’). GoGet hourly rates vary from $4 - $6 
per hour, depending on your plan.

At the show, we will also have a range of TAGs – 
local Transport Access Guides which list sustaina-
ble transport options for getting to and from local 
destinations without adding to the city’s traffic 

snarls. Our Walking and Wheeling in Willoughby 
(fourth edition) brochure will be available as well 
as a series of 3 very high quality, useful walking 
maps for those interested in exploring the Sydney 
region on foot. These maps have been developed 
by Walking Volunteers Inc. and funded by several 
NSW government agencies. Titles are A Harbour 
Circle Walk taking in Lane Cove, Hunters Hill and 
Rozelle, the Harbour to Spit Walks and Harbour 
to Great North Walk. Artarmon Reserve features 
in several of the walks and you may have noticed 
their small yellow directional markings on the 
pavements. It would be good to see you at the 
Show (I’ll be there with Bike North on Saturday)!

Finally, I would like to mention Sustainability 
Street. Council is supporting this Australian-
developed project which aims to get people 
together in local communities to share and learn 
what we can about ecological sustainability. In 
particular, the project encourages us to think 
creatively about water, waste and energy. An 
Artarmon group has got off to a good start 
with enthusiastic input from a number of resi-
dents. At the last meeting we discussed water 
conservation strategies, ably led by Council’s 
Denise Anderson. The next meeting will be 
looking at energy (25th May) and a bushwalk to 
Sugarloaf Creek is planned for June 25th. You 
can call Alethea Morison (Burra Rd resident) 
on 9419 5419 or Leonne Donnelly at Council 
9777 7877 for further information.

kate.lamb@willoughby.nsw.gov.au 

Who should be vaccinated?
Any one who wishes to reduce his/her likelihood of illness 
due to influenza should be vaccinated. Vaccination is 
particularly recommended for those at higher risk of influenza 
complications, including:
• Older people. For people 65 years and older, the vaccine 

is funded by the Commonwealth Government
• Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islanders 50 years and older
• Residents and staff of nursing homes and other long term 

care facilities
• Adults and children (6 months and older) with chronic 

disorders of the lungs or heart or other chronic illness (e.g. 
asthma, diabetes, heart disease, kidney or liver disease)

• Women likely to be in the later stages of pregnancy 
during the ‘flu season’ (ask your doctor)

• Children receiving long-term treatment with aspirin
• Those who can transmit influenza to persons at increased 

risk (friends and relatives of the chronically ill).

Vaccination is also recommended for:
• Healthcare workers and those who work with people at 

high risk of influenza complications
• Travellers, particularly those travelling in large groups, or 

to the Northern Hemisphere between October and March

• Although not a formal recommendation, vaccination 
programs in the workplace may be cost effective.

More information on influenza
If you want more information on the ‘flu’ or the vaccines, 
which are available in-store now, come in and see Nick, Ann, 
Claire, Allen, Alison or Jon for verbal or written advice.
You’ll love our service and we’re OPEN SEVEN DAYS.

96 Hampden Road, Artarmon
Phone 9419 6880 • Fax 9419 6868
Email nloganpa@bigpond.net.au
Website www.artarmon.pharmacistadvice.net.au

Get your 2006 flu vaccine 
before it’s too late!

WCC Depot in Artarmon: Council on 24 April 
voted to call for expressions of interest for the 
disposal of the depot on the Cnr of Frederick and 
Reserve. Councillor Lamb and I argued that this 
should not occur at least until other things hap-
pened. One of these is community consultation 
on future uses. Why the rush? What indeed has 
happened to the pride and endeavour to con-
sult? Look at Civic Place! Nothing for the depot 
- nothing. It is ironic that at 11pm on the day 
before the 91st anniversary of Anzac Day, the 
Council voted to move forward in the sale of this 
site, the most significant piece of military history 
within the region. There was nothing from the 
Council officers even about preserving or com-
memorating that history on the site. Just a short 
report pushing for a sale.

stuart.coppock@willoughby.nsw.gov.au 
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Craftsmen Office Interiors NSW Pty Ltd
The Enterprise Centre 
1/78 Reserve Road 

Artarmon NSW 2064
ph: 02 9906 6177

fax: 02 9906 4192

website: www.craftsmeninteriors.com.au

accounts/admin: admin@craftsmeninteriors.com.au

 history Craftsmen Office Interiors NSW Pty Ltd moved into the Artarmon area (Cleg Street) in 1992. We 
made the choice of Artarmon due to the close proximity to the city and north shore, as well as the 
Artarmon area’s great village, public transport, parks, plenty of trees and great plans for the suburb’s 
future. We purchased a property in Reserve Road (The Enterprise Centre) in 2000, in one of 
the new industrial/commercial estates that have been established in Artarmon and have brought a 
wide range of businesses to the area. The Progress Association, local members and businesses are 
contributing greatly to Artarmon and we are proud to be part of this.

 company Craftsmen Office Interiors NSW Pty Ltd was established in 1990, originally from Melbourne. We 
specialise in Commercial Office Interiors, construction and project management; we have a large 
experienced team of 25 people and a wide base of customers. We service and maintain numerous 
businesses in Artarmon, and also utilise the services of businesses in Artarmon.

  If you require quotations or ideas on your existing office fit-outs please contact one of the persons below.

 contact details Craig Learmonth Karl Moffitt Paul Rowe

  0418 673 401 0412 977 426 0418 976 779

  craig@craftsmeninteriors.com.au karlm@craftsmeninteriors.com.au paul@craftsmeninteriors.com.au

Heritage Tour a great success
By Marianne Nestor & Glenda Gartrell

The Artarmon Progress Association has 
celebrated the National Trust’s Heritage Week 
for the past seven years with a walking tour 
through our suburb. This year’s tour was 
held on Saturday, April 1 2006. Six homes 
and a garden, all representing fine examples 
of Federation and California Bungalow 
architecture and design, were open. The Tour 
started in beautiful weather at the Artarmon 
Branch Library where people collected their 
walking maps to begin their self-guided tours. 
Over 100 people enjoyed their walk along 
Tindale, Muttama, Shepherd, Weedon and 
Pyrl Roads. Renovators came for ideas; other 
people came just for a nice day out. Whatever 
their reasons for coming, everyone really 
enjoyed themselves. 

 At each home, people were given a handout 
with a history of the house, information about 
the significant features and where possible, 
how the architect tackled the project. Each of 
the homes on the tour was selected because 
of its clever renovations, its retention of 
heritage features and to demonstrate how 
this can be achieved while supporting our 
conservation area guidelines. 

 The 2006 Open House Tour was a wonderful 
community event. So many people were 
involved in helping, not just the homeowners 
but all the people who ‘minded’ the houses 
- it was a day that brought the whole 
community together. 

Special thanks to:

• the homeowners for their generosity in 
making their homes available for the 
event- it wouldn’t be possible without you 

• Willoughby City Council for support and 
making Artarmon Library available 

• Gil Davis and the staff at Home Traders 
for printing the wonderful brochures 

• the people who ‘house sat’ on the day 
making sure everything went well 

• and especially the community for their 
participation and encouragement.

Photos: Marianne Nestor, Anne Weinert
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Root Rot – Phytophthora cinnamomi
commonly just called Phytophthora and pronounced (Fi – toff – thora) by Mollie Shelley

You mightn’t be able to pronounce it, but you 
might be tempted to call phytophthora all sorts 
of names if it gets into your garden. 

An imported fungal disease that spreads through 
the soil, phytophthora can kill plants in a matter 
of days. It spreads through damp soils both in 
bushland and gardens. It is of particular concern 
where plants have become stressed and there-
fore susceptible, perhaps because of drought 
or unsuitable growing conditions. They become 
infected when the pathogen is washed through 
the soil by heavy watering or downpours.

Phytophthora can affect susceptible bushland, 
trees and shrubs, garden and pot plants includ-
ing citrus, waratahs, macadamias and many 
proteas and other native plants. The fungus 
infects root hairs and fine roots causing wilting 
and dropping of leaves and die-back. Woody 
trees and shrubs may develop lesions near the 
base which may leak gum. In many cases the 
plant dies quite quickly. I know of one Artarmon 
resident who has lost a number of large, well-
established natives to the disease this summer, 
including a flowering grafted gum and a large 
‘old man’ banksia.

An understanding of the way the disease 
spreads is particularly important as its impact on 
Sydney bushland, including Willoughby bush-
land reserves and local gardens, is increasingly 
being felt. Phytophthora has ravaged Western 
Australian flora over a considerable time and 
is considered to be one of its greatest threats. 
Phytophthora cinnamomi produces specialist 
survival spores in its resting stage. These are pro-
duced in response to unfavourable conditions. 
These spores can survive in dead tissue and in 

the soil for extended periods, up to six years, ger-
minating when conditions improve.

Willoughby City Council and other land manage-
ment agencies, government bodies and inter-
ested councils have worked together to identify 
the extent of the problem in the Sydney area, to 
develop protocols for managing existing infesta-
tions and help prevent the spread of the disease 
where possible. WCC engaged a plant patholo-
gist from the Royal Botanic Gardens to survey 
our bushland reserves and identify those areas 
where phytophthora is known to be present or 
where its presence is suspected.

Sydney Harbour Working Group adapted 
protocols developed by Sydney Royal Botanic 
Gardens. These “Protocols for Bushland Workers 
to Prevent the Spread of Phytophthora Root Rot” 
are available from WCC.

What should you do? 

The only thing you can do to prevent a phytoph-
thora outbreak is keep your plants’ environment as 
healthy as possible. For plants suspected of infec-
tion, you can apply Yates Anti-Rot as a foliar spray 
or soil drench. This does not kill the pathogens 
but does increase the plant’s resistance to them, 
helping it to survive. Use in late summer when the 
worst heat is over, then another application 4-5 
weeks later. Repeat the process in spring, at the 
start of the vigorous growing season, again giving 
two treatments 4-5 weeks apart.

When taking out dead plants, make up a 10-20% 
bleach solution. Dip all tools, boots and anything 
else that has been in contact with affected plant 
material or soil in the bleach to avoid spreading the 
disease to other parts of the garden.

To replant, use a phytophthora resistant plant 
species. Use Yates Anti-Rot - dip the new root-
ball in the solution, and fill the hole with the 
solution as you plant. This will help to build up 
the new plant’s resistance.

The only other thing you can do is try to maintain 
your plants’ health, giving water where possible 
and mulching root systems well while the soil 
is damp. Make sure that mulches come from 
accredited sources as the pathogen can be car-
ried in dead plant material and survive there for 
a number of years. Feed your plants with suitable 
fertilisers (compost, cow manure etc.) and a good 
slow release fertiliser for native plants, particularly 
while getting plants established. Help them to get 
a good strong foothold in the earth to increase 
their chances of reaching a healthy adulthood.

Postscript: a document listing phytophthora resistant 
native plants - published by Murdoch University (WA) 
but useful here - will be posted on the APA website.

Illustration by Wendy Bishop

PERMACULTURE NORTH meets 3rd Monday 
evening each month in Lindfield.

Info: Wendy Bishop, 9420 4884.

Sustainability comes to your street
By Alethea Morison

The first ‘Sustainability Street’ group for 
Artarmon was formed earlier this year. The 
central idea of the Sustainability Street pro-
gram is getting together as local communities, 
learning about ecological sustainability and 
encouraging and assisting others in our com-
munities to join the groundswell. Willoughby 
City Council is supporting the formation of 
groups throughout the local government area.

The Artarmon group, centred around east 
Artarmon south of Artarmon Road, is at the 

‘mulch’ stage – coming together to decide on 
what particular projects and initiatives are impor-
tant to our particular ‘community’. As our first 
project, we were able to gain sponsorship from 
Easy Being Green to run a stall at the Fair, where 
we were able to give away some great prizes as 
well as help others to understand how we might 
be able to tread more lightly on the planet.The 
stall response was very heartening, with interest 
and support from public and pollies alike, and 
many people opting to join our efforts or receive 
notice of our events. A huge thankyou to our 

stalwart helpers, sponsor, prize donators 
and the Fair organisers. 

Our next event will be a tour on 
Saturday 3 June of Michael Mobbs’ 
‘sustainable house’ at Chippendale, an 

example of a comfortable family home that 
is almost self-sufficient in water and energy. 
Places are still available so if interested, please 
contact me on 9419 5419.

Future projects which the group is interested 
in pursuing include a sustainability section in 
Artarmon library, ‘Second-hand Saturday’, a 
communal garden and promoting the health 
benefits of walking and cycling.

The group will meet monthly for talks 
and project planning, so if you’re inter-
ested in finding out more, give me a 
call. If you are interested in starting a 
group in another area of Artarmon, 
contact Leonne Donnelly at WCC on 
leonne.donnelly@willoughby.nsw.gov.au 
or 9777 7877.
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Help the Police to Help 
Our Community

By Clare Hamilton-Bate

2064Talking
Happy Birthday to well known 
Hampden Road barber Mick Saraceno, 
who turned 70 on 3 April 2006. Mick has 
been working in Artarmon for 43 years.

Congratulations to APA Secretary Erica 
Waalkens, who married Aaron Steppat 
on Saturday 6 May. We’re not sure Erica 
will be able to match this way of escaping 
‘Fair duty’ next year, but we congratulate 
them both and wish them all the very best.

True or False Answers

Questions on page 7.

1. True. The Artarmon Bus Company ran 
little green buses from a depot in Whiting 
Street.  There were two routes: 128 ran 
from Artarmon Station to Frenchs Road, 
Willoughby. It was cut back to a school-only 
service in the 1960s.  This was taken over 

by North and Western then by State Transit. 
52 ran from St Leonards, through the indus-
trial area, past the Station and on to West 
Chatswood. In 1985, Macquarie Towns 
buses took over route 52 and re-arranged it.  
This was a disaster, and the route was closed 
soon after.

2. False. David Warner was a Naremburn 
Ward alderman (1965-74) deputy mayor 
(1971) and mayor of Willoughby (1973,74).

3. False. There was never a Catholic church 
anywhere in Artarmon.

4. True. After 18 years of agitation by the 
Artarmon Progress Association, the official 
post office was opened in 1924. Previously, 
shopkeepers had sold stamps and processed 
telegrams. The original building was replaced 
by the current structure in 1973.

Quiz compiled by Michael Haynes

Whilst we often observe the results of crime 
in our environment – graffiti, vandalism, etc, 
and will often share our concerns with neigh-
bours and friends, we are often less inclined 
to actually pick up the phone and report the 
incident to the appropriate authorities.

The police rely on us, as the community, to 
provide them with local intelligence, highlight-
ing local crime issues and allowing them to 
focus their resources on areas of criminal activ-
ity – ultimately, with better outcomes for all. 

The police can’t solve a crime that they don’t 
know has happened.

Graffiti provides a good example of how we 
can assist with local crime reporting. Our 
local police can’t possibly hope to walk all 
the footpaths, visit all the sports grounds, etc 

on a regular 
basis, but we do. 
If you observe new graffiti 
on your daily walk or as you drive to the 
shops, work or sport – let the police know. 

If the affected property is not your own, call 
North Shore Police on 9414 8499 to report 
the problem; if your own property is affected 
you can either call North Shore Police or the 
Police Assistance Line on 131444 to make a 
formal report.

Graffiti incidents on public property in our 
area should also be reported to Willoughby 
City Council on 9777 1000. The Council has 
a policy of removing graffiti in public places 
as quickly as possible - a task we can make 
easier with just a simple phone call.

You are invited to

St Basil’s Festival
Sunday 25 June • 10am service

followed by a
light lunch @ Noon

Guest and Preacher: Archdeacon Terry Dein

SUNDAY SCHOOL is held 
every Sunday @ 10.00. The 
children come into church for a 
very short time then go out to 
their activities. They enjoy it!!

FUTURE SPEAKERS

Graeme Costin
Sunday 18 June

Wycliffe Translators

Chris Clerke
Sunday 25 July

The Bush Church Aid Society

St Basil’s Anglican Church
Artarmon
6  B R O U G H T O N  R O A D ,  A RTA R M O N  •  R E C T O RY  9 4 1 2  1 3 1 5  •  O F F I C E  P H / FA X  9 4 1 3  9 7 1 3

S U N D AY  1 0 . 0 0 a m  •  Parish Communion with children’s programme 
S U N D AY  6 . 0 0 p m  •  ST BASIL’S @ 6 Informal service with light meal 

W E D N E S D AY  7 . 3 0 a m  •  Holy Communion
Baptisms, Marriages and Funerals by arrangement with the Rector. 

If we can be of any other help or if you have an enquiry about the Christian faith or Church activities, please phone on 9412 1315.



So you think you could 
be a real estate agent?
It seems that everyone is an expert at 
real estate and practically anyone could 
do better than that dodgy blighter they 
met last weekend. Some people even 
decide to give it a go themselves. Here 
is a candid view from someone who has 
spent twenty five years in the job.

Let me start with the positives. Selling properties is a real buzz. None of this wishy washy 
“outcomes” business. You’ve either sold it or you haven’t. Best of all is when both the seller 
and buyer are pleased. You never get bored because you are always dealing with different 
people, different properties, and different problems. Lots of time is spent outside. If you’re a 
“people person” it’s a great joy. And you can make lots of money.

Alas, there are also quite a few negatives. Chief amongst these is that there are no rewards for 
effort. You can work long and hard for someone for nothing, with no comeback. The hours are 
extremely long. Most people want to see properties when they are not at work, which means 
after hours and weekends. It truly is full on organising everything and communicating. You 
simply cannot succeed as a part time or 9-5 salesperson. You are dealing with people at their 
best and worst and simply have to cop it. Seriously, most salespeople do not earn very much 
at all because the line between success and failure is very fine.

So what does it take? Good salespeople come from diverse backgrounds, but they tend 
to share essential character traits. You absolutely have to want to win. Second place gets 
nothing. You need a logical, well ordered mind but also to be a problem solver and able 
to juggle lots of things. You have to be an excellent communicator both verbally and in 
writing, and you must never, ever give up. Apart from that, knowledge is the key to getting 
better especially learning about law, building and accounting just to name a few. 

For the successful few, it is truly an excellent occupation. If you think you have what it 
takes, give me a call. 

Regards

Gil Davis

PS: One final thing, you can never go out again without talking about real estate.

110 Hampden Road, Artarmon

9411 7299
www.hometraders.com.au

Gil Davis is the Principal 
of Home Traders 

Gil Davis & Associates. 
He can be contacted 

on 9411 7299 or email 
gil@hometraders.com.au

Real Estate Comment


