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Artarmon Library Site Masterplan
By Michael Dawes, APA President

APA Committee was privy recently to a
presentation by Willoughby City Council
(WCC) of the first stage of plans for the
redevelopment of the Artarmon library site.
The aims and objectives of the project are to:
• develop a Masterplan for the site and
surrounding properties that provide
planning guidelines for the future development of the Artarmon Library site
• provide a new branch library with a
minimum floor area of 600m2
• ensure development which integrates
with the Wilkes Avenue retail precinct
• ensure a high level of architectural
and landscape design, compatible
with existing fabric and sympathetic
to the conservation significance of
the Artarmon Conservation Area and
adjoining Heritage items
• conserve, enhance and assess the visual
and environmental amenity of contributory buildings
• improve accessibility
• ensure ecologically sustainable
development.
Following public consultation at the
Artarmon Fair, the preliminary massing
studies were developed so as to represent
a more considered architectural and urban
design response. These streetscape perspectives indicate the development of the
proposal so as to achieve a building that is
consistent with the overall character of the
precinct. The streetscape reflects the ‘built
to street’ characteristics of the existing
retail/commercial shop fronts while allowing
an appropriate building setback and scale
for the proposed public library facility.

View of proposed development from across Elizabeth Street, reproduced from the Artarmon Library Masterplan

Option 2 considers the site in collaboration with the heritage building that bounds
the southern side of the Wilkes Avenue
plaza. It incorporates the same spaces as
option 1 on a slightly larger scale. This
option allows for a combined entry point to
service both the existing heritage building
and the proposed commercial office space
at upper levels. A basement car park that
extends across the entire site, including the
existing heritage building, is investigated.
Option 3 is a derivation of options 1 & 2,
and investigates an alternative solution for
the first and second floors of the building
by incorporating a number of residential

apartments. This scenario could work equally
well in conjunction with either option.
The Committee has decided that this important local facility deserves greater public
input to ensure the best possible outcomes
and has subsequently decided that the next
Public Information Meeting on 29th August
will provide a forum for WCC to further
present these plans to everyone.
More detailed plans for the 3 options will
be available for viewing at the meeting
and there will be ample opportunity for
you to make suggestions on this worthy
development for Artarmon.

Development Options
Three development options have been put
forward.
Option1 considers the site in isolation.
It incorporates ground level retail space
including a cafe and commercial office
space to the first and second floors. The
library is located at the southern end of
the site and extends over the ground and
first floors. There is provision for a meeting room on the first floor. A basement car
park is investigated.

Library masterplan meeting & APA AGM
29 August 8pm Artarmon Library
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Editorial
The Gazette aims to keep you up to date with a mix of current issues on which the APA is
working, local events and other significant stories which help chronicle our suburb.
The history of Artarmon is, to a great extent, encapsulated in the documents produced by the
APA since its inception. Of these documents, the early ones are kept in the Mitchell Library,
Willoughby library has a smattering, and the APA currently holds the recent archives.
The APA has decided to see if we can bring all of these Artarmon records together in one central
location – most probably as part of Willoughby library’s local history collection – and will be
working towards this over the coming months.
Donations of old photos and memorabilia have been made recently to the APA from residents or
former residents’ estates, and we would like to encourage others to go through their personal
records and donate any photographs, documents etc to the Association. These can then be
handed on to the library if they fit with the collection policy, to help create what will be not only
an important historical record, but hopefully a great local resource.
As always, we welcome your letters and feedback.
Anne Weinert
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au

Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,

I did enjoy Michael Haynes’ Quiz in the last Gazette. The question about the Catholic Church
reminded me of an interview I had with Mrs Betsey Starrett which was published in the Gazette
of May 2002. Betsey was born in 1917 and orphaned at age five. She was brought up by aunts,
going to school in the Eastern Suburbs and spending school holidays and much time later with
an aunt in Artarmon Rd in a house which she subsequently inherited.
Her eyes sparkled as she told me about the fun young people had at dances held in what was
then St Andrews Presbyterian Church on the corner of Artarmon and Tindale Rds, “the girls in
their pretty long dresses and the boys in their CMF uniforms.” She talked about one young man
never invited to the dances. “Methodists and Presbyterians lived on this side of the railway line
and Anglicans lived on the other (west) side.” The young man was an Anglican!
Betsey said “they” did a survey asking people in Artarmon if they wanted a Catholic Church in this
area. “We noted ‘No’,” she said. The implication was that the survey had been carried out by Council.
Willoughby Local History Librarian has not heard of it and I wonder whether the survey might have
been carried out by the Catholic Church itself, or by the Council at their request, as part of the church’s
expansion plans on the North Shore. Can any of your readers shed light on the matter?
Mollie Shelley, Shepherd Rd, Artarmon
A note to our readers and Fair attendees: The APA used an incorrect logo in our Fair and
post-Fair promotion – our dental sponsor is, of course, Dr David Young and Associates.
We thank David and his staff for their ongoing support of our community activities.
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Public Information Meeting & AGM
Tuesday 29 August 2006, 8.00 - 10.00pm
Artarmon Library, Elizabeth Street
1.

Presentation of Masterplan for Artarmon Library Site

2.

Artarmon Progress Association Annual General Meeting
•

Minutes from previous AGM

•

Committee Reports

•

Election of Committee

Please join us for the meeting and refreshments!

President’s Report 2006
The AGM to be held on 29th August marks
the end of the 92nd year of the Artarmon
Progress Association. It would be terrible to
think that after all these years that the APA
ceased to function, but unfortunately this
may be a reality. Despite general membership
being at record levels, we urgently need new
members on the committee, so I urge you if
you want the APA to continue its great work
for Artarmon to attend the AGM and put your
hand up to join the committee.
With talk of the Lane Cove Tunnel opening by
the end of this year the opportunity to lobby
for the best outcomes for Artarmon is drawing
to an end. One would like to think that next
year will be a lot less onerous for the committee
on this front than the past four years; however
there are a number of unresolved issues impacting Artarmon. Dealing with the State and RTA
regarding this has been frustrating at the least,
and I also feel that we have been let down by
WCC on this front.
Many thanks to our current committee and
sub-committees for their efforts in making
this another highly successful year for the
APA. The following will give you an indication of what various individuals have done for
Artarmon this year as part of the APA.
Michelle Sloane, Vice President and organiser for the third year of our highly successful
Artarmon Fair. The fair enabled various community groups to raise more than $6,000

by Michael Dawes

and provided a great opportunity for various
performing groups to showcase their talents.
APA was proud to present the Artarmon Public
School with a trumpet in recognition of their
involvement.
Erica Steppat as Secretary has ensured that
the minutes of our meetings have been accurately recorded and distributed. Erica has also
assisted Marieka Ashmore in the organisation
of our Public Information Meetings.
Treasurer, David Bruce-Steer, has kept track
of our finances and also assisted Noah’s Ark
Toy Library in being connected to broadband
internet which has been paid for by the APA.
David has also been our webmaster until
recently when Rhoda Sexton has taken over.
Keith Anderson has worked tirelessly in his
role of Government Liaison. Keith has persisted in trying to achieve the best possible
outcomes for Artarmon, in particular in relation to the Lane Cove Tunnel. Most recently,
Keith represented the APA at the Government
Inquiry into the CCT and LCT, a synopsis of
which can be seen elsewhere in the Gazette.
Anne Weinert has maintained the high standard
of the Gazette as Editor for the last two years.
This year there have been two sixteen page
editions and two twelve page editions of the
Gazette, no small feat to co-ordinate the many
contributors, whom I would also like to thank.
Sonia Powell has produced the Gazette this

year and I’m sure
that you will agree
that the quality has
improved as a result.
Sonia has also been
our representative
on the Community
Consultative Group
Michael Dawes
for LCT and has
attended the LATM meetings.
The Gazette is distributed to every business
and residence in Artarmon and this has been
ably co-ordinated by Tony Kemm.
The Gazette would not be possible without
the support of our advertisers and thanks to
John Yates for ensuring that our advertising
quota is met.
Brian Hall has been responsible for membership and additional publicity for our PIMs.
This year we have had two very successful Heritage events organised by Marianne
Nestor. The first was the walk in the conservation area and secondly the bus tour in the
industrial area as part of the Fair.
As you can see there is a wide gamut of
things that the APA does and I can assure
you it can be very personally rewarding doing
something for your local community. If you
are unable to join the General Committee
you may still be interested in joining a subcommittee. COME ON – GET INVOLVED!

APA Presention to Parliamentary Inquiry into
Cross City / Lane Cove Tunnels by Keith Anderson, Government Liaison, APA
On 14th June, I represented APA at the
Inquiry which is to report early September. The
Committee comprised a mix of Members from
both sides of politics in each House and the
Independents.
Terms of Reference included the role of
Government agencies in negotiation of the contract, and the extent to which the contract was
determined through community consultation.

•

•

Expected 58% or more increase in
traffic through Artarmon comes largely
from failure to provide a convenient,
direct left hand turn from Lane Cove
Tunnel to Pacific Hwy. This should be
provided now to remove this single, most
adverse element of the whole project.
Tolls on Falcon St. Ramps should be
removed otherwise, rat-runs will remain.
Cost could be met by a one to two year
increase in term of the contract.
Upgrading of Pacific Hwy / Mowbray
Rd intersection should have been and
should now be included in the project.
This would:
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remove considerable existing through
traffic from Artarmon

-

improve capacity of the intersection to
handle Chatswood bound traffic from
Lane Cove Tunnel

-

reduce likelihood of traffic taking the
easier Reserve Rd option.

•

Bus Stops should be provided on the
Gore Hill Freeway near Reserve Rd and
a public bus service provided through the
valued Artarmon Industrial Area (AIA).

•

Better direct access between AIA and
Pacific Hwy on Gore Hill Freeway
would have helped reduce traffic through
Artarmon - an opportunity lost.

•

Potential changes to traffic capacity
on Pacific Hwy south of the Gore Hill
Freeway still not determined - potential
impact on Artarmon of displaced traffic.

In re-iterating its support for the project,
APA highlighted major adverse impacts on
Artarmon, briefly:
•

-

•

•

Air Pollution - Without filtration,
Artarmon community, AIA workers and
school children will be exposed to dangerous fumes from the exhaust stack in the
AIA.
Air Quality Monitoring - Need for more
confidence in data to be collected.

I pressed the point that the Artarmon community cannot understand why the State
Government / RTA has virtually ignored our EIS
submissions and sustained requests to discuss
issues in a serious manner.
The Minister’s Condition of Approval 153
– provision for future installation of a pollution
control system – has apparently been ignored.
Artarmon seems the only community suffering disadvantage. More vocal Local
Governments in Lane Cove and North Sydney
have had more success.
Will the Government be influenced by recommendations from the Inquiry which it has publicly ridiculed? Conversely, the Government’s
response to some Cross-City Tunnel impacts
suggests it is sensitive to criticism if it is loud
and long enough.
Unfortunately, despite the best efforts of
APA, there has been no success here and the
Minister has shown little inclination to meet us.
Material has been provided to major broadcasters, radio, TV and major and local press
with little interest shown. Artarmon needs
more support from its residents who could
help directly by writing to the press and phoning talk back radio etc.

3

Public School News: Artarmon School
Lives and Breathes Environmental Education
Artarmon Public School’s active environmental
program has been further strengthened with
the installation of a water tank purchased
recently from an environmental grant the
school received from Willoughby City Council
(WCC). The water tank will use stored rain
water to irrigate the school’s shade house.
The NSW Department of Education recently
updated its environmental education policy and
Artarmon Primary School follows this policy
closely. It reads….. “Environmental education
is the responsibility of the whole school community. It is more than a curriculum issue and
involves schools in managing resources and
grounds in a way that causes no significant
damage to the environment and considers the
needs of future generations” (https://www.det.
nsw.edu.au, Environmental Education Policy,
page 7). Earlier this year, a group of Rotarians
from Northbridge donated their time to erect
a shade house at the school. Since then WCC
environmental staff have worked with eighteen
classes of students at the school involving them
in a seed planting program.
Michael Simmons, Principal, is a strong advocate of environmental education and supports students at all levels of the school being
involved in the school’s environmental initiatives. “All the seeds that have been planted
are indigenous to the area and there has

by Katrina Weir

been great excitement in seeing the seedlings
emerge and thrive. “Aside from seed planting,
we have a range of other environmental activities in place including a waste and e-paper
recycling program and lunch time garden
groups,” Michael said.
The next step in the environmental program
will be the establishment of a ‘no-dig eco
garden’ which will also use water from the
water tank. A no–dig garden is constructed
by building up ‘garden’ layers starting with a
thick layer of newspapers then adding layers
of compost, lucerne hay, manure and straw.
Only a small amount of soil is required to plant
seedlings or seeds and as the plants grow, the
layers break down and provide nutrients for
the plants. “The idea for the eco-garden arose
from students collecting the vegetable and fruit
scraps from the canteen and composting them.
Last summer the compost was so productive it
produced many healthy tomato plants.
“The ‘no-dig’ eco garden will be a real environmental adventure. We are delighted that
we can give our students more opportunities to learn about recycling, growing plants
and caring for our environment,” Michael
explained. Construction of the no-dig eco
garden is expected to commence in August /
September when the ground is a little warmer
and coincide with the school working bee.

Laura Acton, Ellen Law and Lisa Lim admiring
a bountiful planter box

Sweet pea seeds enjoy the watchful eyes of
Damian Morris, Angus Gibbs and Allan Lu

Nick Logan Pharmacist Advice Sponsors Girls’ PSSA Team
Nick Logan decided to sponsor the 2006
Artarmon School PSSA (Primary School Sports
Association) girls’ soccer team without hesitation
but it was not his love of the game that
contributed to his decision to support the team.
“I started working at the pharmacy in
Artarmon in 1995, the year many of the
girls in the soccer team were born. I feel like
I’ve known them and their families all their
lives. That makes me a bit of a ‘soft touch’.

“Artarmon is a very community minded area
and we should all be proud of the incredible
teachers and the achievements and attitude of
the students. “All the girls know I have sponsored the team and I have been overwhelmed
by their appreciation. Most of them have
thanked me personally which is really impressive,” Nick explained.
The PSSA girls’ team played their first game
against Beaumont Road Public School which

they won convincingly with a 10 – nil score.
They have also won another game on forfeit
against Roseville Public School and attacked
consistently against Lindfield Public School in
their most recent game at the end of July to
win three – nil.
STOP PRESS: As we go to press, the girls have
just competed in the grand final. Unfortunately
they went down 2 - 1 against Manly West in a
close and very well played game all round.

Nick Logan and coach David Coon with the Artarmon School PSSA girls’ soccer team.
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artarmon framing
and

dale thomas gallery

PICTURE FRAMING
EXHIBITION NOW SHOWING:

‘SPECTRA’
by
Els Hamer

Lynn Greaves•Bob Greaves•Tamara Gruzdev
41 Whiting St, Artarmon.
Ph: 9439 9992 • Fax: 9436 0264
Open: 8.30 - 5 M to F • 10 - 2 Sat.

10% OFF – FORMAL UPSTYLING

Book now in advance for your Formal
Mention this offer when making an appointment.
To redeem this special offer this voucher must be produced at time of payment.
Not valid in conjunction with any other offer. Valid until 30th Nov 2006.

TO BOOK NOW CALL ROSS ON 9419

8886

SHOP 2, 22 ELIZABETH ST, ARTARMON

Evan Webb from Artarmon Dry Cleaners retires
Well known Artamon business owner Evan
Webb recently sold Artarmon Valet Service
and retired. Evan has owned and run the
business since 1995. When asked about his
feelings on his retirement, Evan said “I’m
planning to spend more time with my family and do some caravaning. It will be a great
change of lifestyle, but I have really enjoyed
being part of the close Artarmon community
for many years.”
The new owner is Barry Noble, who is an
experienced hand in the dry cleaning industry, having owned other businesses on the
North Shore and elsewhere over many years.
Welcome to Artamon, Barry.

Above: Michelle Sloane,
APA Vice President, thanks
Evan for his support
of the community

The Artarmon Progress Association thanks
Evan for his community support over a
number of years, including regular advertising
in the Gazette, support of the Artarmon Fair,
and for quality and friendly service in keeping
our clothes clean and smart!

Left: Evan Webb
and Barry Noble

Harmonic Dance
Get in Front. Stay in Front.

Giving children a
brighter future
Professional tutoring in

Maths
Spelling
Reading
Grammar
Comprehension

Phone for a free assessment for your child

• Artarmon
• Frenchs Forest
• Mona Vale

9884 7744
9975 2000
9999 3469

artarmon GAZETTE Edition 35 - August 2006

weaving the etheric

For information on classes, workshops
and performances please contact
Deborah Whitford.
Phone: 9411 4232 or 4784 3658
Email: deborah@harmonicstudies.org

THE ARTARMON CENTRE FOR
HARMONIC STUDIES
139 Artarmon Road, Artarmon
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Artarmon Galleries
479 Paciﬁc Highway Artarmon
Established 51 years on this site since 1955
Paintings, Drawings, Sculpture. Portrait Commissions considered
5-22 August ‘Heaven & Earth’ Exhibition
Giles Auty, Bernd Heinrich, Peter H. Marshall,
Bernhardine Mueller & Kilmeny Niland
2-16 September Exhibition for the Estate
Paintings, Watercolours, Drawings & Etchings from the
Studio of the Late Earle Backen (1927-2005)
26 September - 10 October Exhibition
John Henshaw: Former Head of Christie’s Auction
with his work from a lifetime of hidden talent

Monday-Friday 10-5 Saturday 11-3 Ph 9427 0322
www.artarmongalleries.com.au

Willoughby City
Council to restore
Incinerator and
return it to the
community
By Marianne Nestor
Willoughby City Council has announced bold
steps to restore the Burley Griffin designed
Incinerator building in Bicentennial Reserve
and to return it to community use after making a successful application for a $454,545
grant for conservation works under the
Federal Government’s National Heritage
Initiative Grant Programme. The grant will
fund stage one of the restoration process, the
repair of structural damage, including repairs
to the chimney.
Stage two of the renovation, fitting out of the
building for community use, will be funded by
Council at an additional cost of $848,455. All
work will be undertaken by specialist consultants
and should be completed by the end of 2007.
The Incinerator is built over four levels, cascading down the hill from Small Street. While
no definite plans have yet been finalised for
use of the space, most will be made available
for community use. Council intends to gain
public input into the final design and uses by
conducting a series of public meetings to be
held as the work progresses.

Cnr. Reserve Rd & Gore Hill Freeway
ARTARMON Ph 9437 0000
Large underground carpark
& free Courtesy vehicle

Sports Bar with
20 BIG SCREENS,
SKY & FOX

The incinerator, situated close to Hallstrom
Park, Bicentennial Reserve and the Willoughby
Leisure Centre, operated from 1934 until the
mid 1960s when it was threatened with demolition. After a successful campaign to save it,
the building was converted into a restaurant
and then leased as offices. The building is one
of only three remaining municipal incinerator
buildings in NSW designed by the internationally renowned architect Walter Burley Griffin
and his partner Eric Nicholls. Council intends
that when the building is re-opened at the
end of 2007, some interpretative work will
be included celebrating and highlighting the
building’s history and significance.
The Artarmon Progress Association greatly
appreciates the work of Council in achieving
this outcome, and Council’s commitment to
this major heritage asset of Willoughby.

Live music in the Piano Bar
Great Food @ The Pub
6

A rear view of the incinerator during
construction in the 1930’s
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Savings at Willoughby Leisure Centre
By Chris Fake, Manager, Willoughby Leisure Centre
Willoughby City Council recently undertook
a program of works that have been designed
to reduce the level of energy and water usage
at Willoughby Leisure Centre with a view to
making the centre much more environmentally friendly while putting much less strain on
valuable resources such as water, electricity
and gas.
Over recent months the centre has installed
energy saving devices to all of the lighting
within the building and flow restrictors to all
of the taps, showers and toilets. More recently
solar heating panels were installed to the
northern side of the roof of the pool hall. These
solar panels will enable the pools to be heated,
at least in part if not in full, by solar power
rather than using the conventional gas boiler.
The Leisure Centre has also recently taken
delivery of thermal pool blankets that are
used to cover the pools at night. The pool
blankets help in two areas. Firstly, they prevent
temperature loss over night and as such there
is significantly less demand for the boiler to
operate and maintain the pool at the desired
temperature; and secondly, they prevent
water evaporation which in turn leads to less
demand for our very valuable fresh water to
“top up” the pool levels. Both of these advantages lead to less chemical usage in obtaining
the correct water chemistry.

all of the by-products are put to good use. The
“cogen” system will use gas to heat water to
make steam. The steam will drive turbines that
will create electricity to be used on site. The
hot water that is generated in this process will
be used in the domestic hot water supply and
the resulting hot air will be used to heat the
various areas of the centre. This system will
mean that the centre uses one energy source
to create others. As a result the centre will use
less energy and therefore significantly reduce its
contribution to greenhouse emissions.
Undertaking these works comes at a financial
cost to the council however the impact these
changes will have on the environment and
the sustainability of our precious resources
are considered to be worth the expense.
Willoughby Council hopes that local residents

Soon to be installed are two 20,000 litre rain
water tanks which will collect water for use
in “topping up” the swimming pools rather
than using fresh tap water. All the water for
the pools gets chemically treated to ensure
that it is safe for swimming and as such using
rainwater rather than tap water will mean that
the centre is doing its bit to help relieve the
strain on our current water supply.
Also to be installed in the very near future is
a “cogeneration system”. This system acts as
a small stand-alone power station from which

$0 joining fee on
Gym Membership
saving $149*

will show their appreciation of these initiatives
by supporting the centre and by making it
their first choice for their exercise programs.

True or False Quiz
1. In 1901, off-peak trains to and from Artarmon
came once an hour.
2. Thomson Park (between Jersey, Reserve and Barton
Roads) was named after a convict blacksmith.
3. Artarmon once had its own cinema.
4. Hampden Road was originally known as
Coronation Street.

Answers on page 15.
With assistance from Artarmon, Past,
Present and Future by Grace Warner.
Quiz compiled by Michael Haynes.

Artarmon Medical Centre
92-94 HAMPDEN ROAD ARTARMON 2064

A personal, caring family practice for more than 27 years
- providing comprehensive and complete medical care
for you and your family.
Artarmon’s only fully accredited General Practice
• women’s health
• men’s health
• heart checks
• immunisation
• allergy treatment
• paediatrics

2006 Flu Vaccine
now available. Free
pneumococcal and flu
vaccine for over 65’s

To feel your best, talk to one of the friendly GPs for the right advice.

Phone 9411 5858 • 9419 8448

OR

10% off
swim school
enrolments*

Simply bring this article with you to the
Willoughby Leisure Centre to
take advantage of this great offer!

OR

1 free
family swim*

Willoughby Leisure Centre
2 Small Street, Willoughby
Phone 9958 5799
www.willoughby.leisurecentre.com.au

*Gym membership offer is for a 12 month membership. Swim school enrolment is for a full term. Other conditions apply.
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Lane Cove Tunnel: Reserve Road-rage? by Sonia Powell, CCLG3 representative
The intersection of Reserve Road and the Gore
Hill Freeway (GHF) is one of the most challenging
engineering elements of the entire Lane Cove
Tunnel project. If you’ve tried using this route
recently, you’ll know you’re running a complex
and dangerous obstacle course. So what’s going
on, and how long will it stay this user-unfriendly?
Gazette readers have asked about three major
issues affecting drivers on this intersection.
1. Temporary detour to cross the Freeway
The access ramps
between Reserve Rd
and the GHF were
originally located in the
middle of the Freeway.
To make space for
the Lane Cove Tunnel
entrance/exit lanes and
portal, the Reserve
Rd ramps have been
relocated closer to the
outer edges of the (widened) GHF.
Now under construction is a new centresection of bridge that will carry Reserve
Rd traffic between the two sets of ramps,
spanning the tunnel entrance- and exit-lanes
below. Meanwhile, the old ramps have been
demolished, except for one remnant just
east of the bridge construction site. Traffic is
being diverted across this remnant, detouring
around the bridge construction works. From
mid October the new bridge centre-span
will be ready to take traffic. The diversion
will then be demolished, and Reserve Rd will
once again become a straight thoroughfare.
2. Merging from Reserve Rd into the Freeway
There is widespread community concern about
the safety of merging from the Reserve Rd ramps

into GHF traffic. Dangers for
Artarmon drivers using the
ramps during the tunnel construction period include:
• The merge lanes are very
short, though the RTA
confirms they comply with
Australian standards consistent with the 60 km/h speed
limit in place on the GHF. But
traffic speeds on this section
of the GHF often dangerously exceed 80 km/h.
• Visibility is severely restricted.
• There is no room for error,
with concrete New Jersey
barriers across the end of
the merge region.
Thiess John Holland (TJH),
contracted to design and
build the tunnel, have made
various changes in response
to these concerns since they
were first raised.
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Heading east down the Reserve Rd ramp onto Gore Hill Fwy:
1

A driver descending the ramp cannot see the GHF traffic
approaching on the left, below and behind the concrete barriers.

2

and 3 : Sedan and 4WD merge nervously into the GHF’s right-hand
lane. Many of this lane’s vehicles exceed the 60km/h safety limit.

4

Sedan on the GHF is about to quickly veer left, suddenly realising
that cars are entering from the right without warning.

On the eastbound ramp at the
5
Concrete barriers await those who fail the manoeuvre.
freeway, TJH have removed
6
Construction zone on the site of the old ramps: new traffic lanes to
some concrete barriers and
enter and leave the tunnel, likely to open late 2006.
screens to improve visibility.
3. Traffic signals
The merge length will be increased to its final
configuration once construction of the road
The RTA has resolved a number of early traffic
pavement in the centre of the GHF is completed
light signalling problems that occurred with the
by the end of October.
opening of the new Reserve Rd ramps in July.
On the westbound merge, TJH have moved
Questions, complaints, comments?
concrete barriers and raised the level of the
asphalt. This merge will change again in mid
Your voice can make a difference - please support
August and will then have greater visibility.
the APA as we work on behalf of our community!
The change will occur as part of major lane
changes to be made on the GHF east-bound,
To speak directly to TJH, call their Community
adjacent to the Pacific Hwy overbridge.
Contact line on 1800 009 280.

Parkes Rd Action Group Formed
After living for 18 months with unbearable
noise from the Lane Cove Tunnel (LCT) construction works at Gore Hill Freeway, the residents of Parkes Road, Artarmon, who are living
on top of what has been a huge construction
site, have taken matters into their own hands.
The main objective of the newly-formed
Parkes Road Action Group – PRAG – is to gain
protection from the noise pollution generated
by the construction works.
PRAG was invited to testify at the Cross City
Tunnel inquiry, which was expanded to include
the LCT. The Group had an opportunity to air
its grievances and present its objectives, and
is hoping the select committee’s report on the
Inquiry and its recommendations will go some
way to alleviating residents’ problems.
To comply with the Conditions of Approval
for the project, Thiess John Holland (TJH) has
offered some Parkes Road residents air ventilation units and new seals on windows and
sliding doors to mitigate against future traffic
noise, which is estimated to exceed permitted targets, provided they sign a “Deed of
Agreement” which “releases TJH unconditionally and forever from all claims and causes of
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action against TJH in respect of the carrying
out of the (LCT) works”.
PRAG has urged residents not to sign the
deed on these terms, warning them it takes
away their rights to legal action should their
property be damaged or destroyed by the LCT
works or should the air ventilation units prove
inadequate in the future. To that extent, PRAG
has also warned them the air ventilation units
will not protect them adequately from the
excessive noise if it is not installed in conjunction with double glazing.
However, PRAG’s requests to scrap the deed
and for double glazing of windows and sliding
doors and the installation of a Perspex noise
barrier system have been flatly refused by TJH.
PRAG has set up its own website on
http://groups.msn.com/PRAG which includes
a message board, chat room and a news page
with links to all the latest news on the LCT. The
site is included on the Lane Cove Tunnel Action
Group (LCTAG) community links page and
PRAG has joined the group in its demand for
proper filtration to shield Artarmon residents
from cancer-causing, toxic emissions which will
flow from the vent stacks built around Lane

by Eva Wiland

Cove and Artarmon. PRAG also aims to support
the Artarmon Progress Association in its bid to
regulate increased traffic through Artarmon as
a result of the Lane Cove Tunnel works.
All these issues have come into much sharper
focus following evidence at the Lane Cove
Tunnel inquiry by Ray Kearney, chairman of the
LCTAG, that TJH has confidential traffic data
which shows traffic forecasts in 2016 will be
50% higher than the publicly released figures.
Dr Kearney urged the committee to acknowledge the “inappropriateness of these tunnel
projects being based on two different traffic
data sets. One is public and is based upon serious underestimation of the traffic volumes that
are used to present a lower health-risk analysis.
The other data set, with much higher traffic
figures, is kept confidential and is applied in
the base case financial models. The confidential data set, for example, for 2016, some 50
per cent higher, is not incorporated.”
The group invites everyone who is concerned
about the LCT project and what affect it will
have on their daily lives to visit the website to
exchange ideas, help fight for a better deal
and keep TJH and the RTA honest.
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People of influence: Joshua Knackstredt

with Glenda Hewitt for the Gazette

Artarmon resident, Joshua Knackstredt, is 24
years old and a law graduate of Macquarie
University. In 2005, when the ABC advertised
for people interested in becoming members of
the ABC Advisory Council, he applied.
What led you to decide to apply to
join the ABC Advisory Council?
I jumped at the chance to be able to influence
the programming that the ABC offers as I’ve
always listened to the ABC and I thought that
it probably did not get much community input
from the younger demographic. I also wanted
to be involved in a community organisation
outside of my profession because, when you
are a lawyer, the law can take over your whole
life and it is important to maintain a balance!
That said, although I take my own views to
Council, I try to collect community attitudes,
comments and suggestions from as wide a
variety of people as I can. For example, at
the Council meetings in March and July, I put
things on the agenda that had been raised
with me by people ranging in age from 20-60
years old.
Now you’ve been selected, what
expectations do you have?
I look forward to being engaged in healthy
and vigorous debate about various media formats and how the ABC utilises them. People
don’t realise that the ABC is a huge media
organisation that broadcasts through a variety
of different mediums. Everyone knows ABC
TV and ABC Radio, but do they also know
that the website has a lot to offer (most
recently in terms of podcasts)? The ABC also
provides content to 3G mobile phone users
and now broadcasts on two TV channels - one
analogue, one digital (called ABC2) - with different programming.
How are you finding it so far?
Great! The other eleven members of the
Council are fantastic and come from a wide
variety of backgrounds. I think they represent
the community really well and provide a great
service to the ABC. I’m looking forward to
the next meeting when we will get to discuss
all of the issues that have come up in the last
four months!
What are you expected to do and do you see
yourself as part of influencing outcomes?
The way I think of it is that the ABC has two
“Boards”. One is responsible for the corporate
and financial management of the organisation
(the ABC Board), and the other is responsible for the content and programming of
the organisation (the ABC Advisory Council).
However, as the name suggests, the Council is
merely an advisory body, and its recommendations are not binding. ABC departmental staff
are, however, required to respond to recommendations and furnish the Council with any
information it asks for.
Members of the Council are required to draft
and submit program notes for discussion at
each meeting. Program notes consist of the
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member’s thoughts, comments and suggestions in relation to ABC programming on TV,
radio and online (and other new media). As a
member of the Advisory Council, I am expected to seek community views and I incorporate
these views into my program notes for submission to the Council.
At meetings, we discuss this input with a view
to either requesting information from the relevant department within the ABC, formulating
a recommendation about the matter, or flagging the idea for further development.
Apart from attending three meetings each
year (and two teleconferences), I expect to
be involved in conducting some qualitative
research and putting together various discussion papers that will (hopefully) influence the
course the ABC takes. I’ve been appointed for
a four year term, so there is a lot to look forward to. And as for what can be achieved…
time will tell!
Who does the Council ‘report’ to?
The Advisory Council is established by the
Australian Broadcasting Corporation Act 1983
and reports directly to the ABC Board. More
information on the Council and the ABC’s
corporate structure can be found on the ABC
website at http://www.abc.net.au/corp/nac/
Since finishing university, you have also
become active in the Young Lawyers
group. Was this because you have always
had an interest in being involved in
setting or influencing the agenda?
I became involved in NSW Young Lawyers (YL)
towards the end of my studies, and yes, I did
so because I have always been interested in
influencing the agenda. The other reason I
became involved was to make sure I had some
extra-curricular activities outside of work! At
uni, I’d been involved in various things, including the Macquarie United Nations Society,
which I and a friend founded. I wanted to
continue making a difference, and decided
I could best do this by becoming active in a
professional organisation. I am currently an
Executive Councillor of YL.

Joshua Knackstredt
researcher. After finishing with the judge in
February this year, I started at Clayton Utz and
at the moment I’m doing a six month stint in
the Taxation section. At Clayton Utz first-year
lawyers spend three six-month periods in different areas of practice before “settling” in a
discipline of their choice.
Advisory Council? Lawyer? 24?
What do you do for fun?
I used to be a singer and took several AMEB
exams many years ago. Unfortunately, however, that has fallen by the wayside in recent
times because I’m so busy. These days I just
sing for fun. You might see me jogging around
the streets of Artarmon and I also play squash
and read good books. My girlfriend and I have
taken salsa and swing dancing lessons in the
recent past and although we stopped for a
while, we’re going to start taking classes again
soon. Other than that, I am interested in business and investing and try to learn as much
about it as I can. I also love travelling and can’t
wait for my next overseas trip!

PHYSIOTHERAPY

How long have you been practising
law, and where did you study?
I studied combined Arts (Politics)/Law at
Macquarie University, and finished there at
the end of 2004. I chose Macquarie because I
wanted to go to a university which had a good
balance between teaching the theory and the
letter of the law. At one point early on in my
studies, I considered transferring to UNSW
because of its (perceived) better reputation.
However, I’m glad I didn’t - I was given many
more opportunities at Macquarie than I would
have had at any other uni, including going on a
one year exchange to Copenhagen!
Last year, after finishing my College of Law
studies (these follow on from a law degree
and take about three months full-time), I
worked for Justice Austin of the Supreme
Court (Equity Division) as his tipstaff/ legal

For fifteen years,
Physiotherapist Ann
Liebert has run her
practice in Artarmon,
specialising in:
•
•
•
•
•

ANN LIEBERT
&
JACKIE WALKER
Physiotherapists

Back pain
Musculo-skeletal pain
Sports injuries
Occupational-related pain
Neck headaches

SUITE 6
110 HAMPDEN ROAD
ARTARMON
PH :

FAX :

9419 3404
9419 2880
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...feedback
DA for Civic Place:
The DA for Civic Place
has been lodged and
notified. Supporters
state the community
voted overwhelmingly
Stuart Coppock
in favour of the project
(57%). However, as a
Councillor, and personally, I have grave concerns,
which have not changed since Council was first
presented with the funding package. There is
still an alarming shortfall in the financing of
both the construction works and the running
costs. The determination to fulfil the ‘vision’ is
absolute from the Mayor through to the General
Manager.
As every asset Council allocated to the building
of Civic Place has now been sold, there remain
only two ways of securing other means of funding. One is a rate increase. The Mayor has said
this will not happen, although there has already
been a drainage levy put in place which is assisting the funding and construction of Civic Place.
As well, the State Government approved a $14M
rate increase over two years for Dubbo Council
to build an entertainment centre. This was a rate
increase for the full cost of construction. (Civic
Place cost currently sits at $138M).
The other is borrowing the balance of the funds.
The funding package already has a $30M loan
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within it. But more can be borrowed. In lieu of a
rate increase, Council will take money which provides current services and apply same to repaying
any further borrowing. In the past seven years
Council’s borrowings have been greatly reduced
to build a borrowing capacity for Civic Place.
Over the time, Council has had some one-off
luck that has allowed it expand services without
any significant rate increase.
The vision of Civic Place is a splendid thing,
worthy of the finest cities in the world. However,
to fund it and run it is a different story. One safeguard is in place - to his credit, the Mayor has
said that the construction will not start until the
money is in place. Time will tell as it always does!
Artarmon Railway Station: In spite of Minister
Watkins’ personal comments, further representation to the Minister concerning easy access
have resulted in yet another and nearly identical
reply. Some lobbying support on the issue by the
Council might assist.
I successfully moved at Council that WCC get
involved in lobbying about any future design
proposals. The APA raised the issue, and I sought
Council assistance and support. This is a long term
issue but we need to start now and get in early.
Noise Issue: Council has received a legal opinion
on what it might do about noise from equipment such as leaf blowers and lawn mowers in
residential areas on weekdays. The as yet unreleased advice will be forwarded to the HEROS
Committee meeting in August with an Officer’s

Report and recommendation. All interested
people are requested to attend the meeting or
contact me on Stuart.coppock@willoughby.nsw.
gov.au or 9958 0483 (leave a message).

As it’s been such a chilly
winter thus far, I was
pleased to be able to
make a brief getaway to
WA last month. Perth’s
approach to transport
Kate Lamb
was a real revelation.
Free buses ply 3 city
routes – the Red, Blue & Yellow CATs (Central
Area Transport). The Bus Stops have a digital
display showing how many minutes till the next
CAT and a push button provides the same information audibly. The bus not only arrives, but
does so on time (we have such low standards in
Sydney!!). The service is funded through parking revenues, and some buses are gas fuelled.
There are 4 rail lines radiating from downtown
Perth. The train service to Fremantle costs $3.10
and like the CAT is clean, wonderfully regular
and easy to use. Bikes are seen and provided
for everywhere. Interchange at transport nodes
is provided for through level access, prominent
bike lockers and a shared pathway system which
is an integral part of the city’s public domain. I
came back with fresh motivation to keep advo-
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Councillors’ feedback...feedback...feedback
cating for sustainable transport and a better deal
on public transport from our lazy and uninspiring state government!
Back to downtown Artarmon and the irony
hits home. The sun doesn’t shine and the men
& machines of the LCT smear the suburb with
mud, noise & the promise of ever more cars.
The mayhem currently underway at Artarmon
Reserve is about raising the southern retaining
wall, to increase the capacity of the reserve in
its function as a detention basin. This becomes
necessary to mitigate the effects of ever more
concrete covering the land, creating greater
risk of flooding downstream. The area is to be
re-vegetated under Council’s supervision. In
addition, the restoration will involve the construction of a wetland in the general vicinity of
the Thiess John Holland (TJH) workshed next to
the rail line. I understand it will form part of a
stormwater reuse project - hurray for our officers in getting some environmental benefit for
the community. A belated thank you too, to all
those (and there were quite a few!) who wrote
confirming that translucent walls providing views
of the cars and their headlights, was not felt to
be an embellishment to our reserve, despite the
recommendation of TJH’s “urban design” consultants. We will have none of those! Whilst on
the subject of freeways – does anyone out there
have a problem with the Freeway Hotel having
a 24 hour licence? I admit it’s not on my list of
desirable developments.
kate.lamb@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

As I write this, Eve and I
are approaching the end
of a trip through South
East Asia. We have
visited Thailand, Laos,
Barry Thompson Vietnam and Cambodia
over a period of almost
eight weeks. I chose to
seek leave of absence from Council either side
of the Councillors’ midyear break in early July.
I offer my apologies to those who have tried
unsuccessfully to contact me during my absence.
I did stay in email contact and have responded
to a number of issues from overseas.
Neither of us finds our recent type of travel a
holiday – an adventure, yes; challenging, yes;
eye-opening, surely and generally well worthwhile, though we did begin to wonder at the
outset whether we are getting too old for
backpacking. We made some inspiring contacts – perhaps some may become partners
in new forms of cooperation to be considered
by the recently re-formed ‘Global Friendship’
Committee of Council.

• (On the other hand) litter is a major
problem, especially widely-used plastic film
and packaging.
• We saw the mighty wet-season Mekong River
at several points along its length. We were told
that the glaciers that feed it and the other big
rivers that rise in Tibet will be gone in 20 – 30
years, with profound impacts for water supply
and political stability throughout the region.
• It will be good to get back home and away
from the odour of sewerage drains in both
cities and the countryside. Western plumbing gets my vote.
• In general the problems we face here in the
City of Willoughby seem miniscule compared
to those in all the countries visited.
• Despite those problems, populations appear
happy and ready to face and overcome them
– with many signs of success evident.
• Each country is intent on lifting its prosperity
and lifestyle to Western standards – ably assisted by Western marketing and psychology. I
can only hope they will avoid the excesses but
we did see signs of problems such as obesity
beginning to appear in the cities.

I expect that our experiences will help to
inform my future decisions at Council in areas
for consideration such as:

I have not been close enough to recent Council
issues to report adequately on them. So I will
leave that to my colleagues for this edition of the
Gazette. Be assured that I am looking forward to
getting back to my Council duties as I pass the
halfway mark of the current Council’s term.

• Graffiti – rarely seen in any of the countries
visited.

barry.thompson@willoughby.nsw.gov.au;
9412 1596 (phone/fax)

Free Medicine Review With An Accredited
Pharmacist In Your Own Home!

Do you take more than ﬁve medicines a day? • Are you confused or worried about
your medicines? • Do you sometimes forget to take your medicines? • Do you
see more than one GP or specialist? • Have you recently spent time in hospital?
If you answer yes to any of these questions you should ask Nick, Claire or your
doctor about a Home Medicine Review.
140,000 Australians have to go to hospital each year with problems caused by their
medication. It has been shown that up to 69% of these cases could have been avoided.
A Home Medicine Review is a way for your pharmacist and GP to help you manage
your medicines safely and effectively at home. After your GP refers you for a review,
an accredited pharmacist will interview you (preferably at home) and write a report for
the GP to discuss with you.
With a review, you can learn how, when and why you are taking the medicine, if
there are any potential interactions with vitamins or herbal medicines and have
techniques for your equipment checked.
For more information on Home Medicine Reviews call in and see Nick, Claire,
Allen, Ann or Jon. You’ll love our service and we’re OPEN SEVEN DAYS.
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96 Hampden Road, Artarmon
Phone 9419 6880 Fax 9419 6868
Email nloganpa@bigpond.net.au
www.artarmon.pharmacistadvice.net.au
(Opposite Artarmon Station)
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The Changing Colours of Artarmon
Our beautiful environment is the result of
much planning and care by those who lived
in Artarmon in past years. This planning
culminated in statutory protection for the area
following the Willoughby Local Environmental
Plan 1995, which enabled the conservation of
the eastern side of Artarmon in particular.
From 1890 to 1915 the dominant house

WHICH HUE
Colour Consulting and
Interior Decorating
in Artarmon

think
outside

the
square
contact Margot McKay
t 9413 1058 m 0402 855 299
www.whichhue.com.au

type was Federation Style, and it is these
houses that are closest to the railway station.
A little further from the station are the
Californian Bungalows of the 1920’s. With
the Depression and WWII there was relatively
little development in the 1930’s and 1940’s;
after the war, especially after 1969, there was
much building of flats and it is these which
dominate the area west of the station.
For many years the traditional, original style
colours of Brunswick Green, Indian Red and Pale
Cream have been used in the majority of houses.
In recent times there has been a shift to more
contemporary and simplistic colour schemes
brought about by many and varied renovations.
Most houses in Artarmon were built of solid
brick, but more recent second storey and back
additions often use materials requiring painting.
For the brick house where the only colour
adornment is in the windows, eaves, gutters,
gables and doors, people are taking their cues
from nature matching the colours of their
gardens with their gutters and detail work.
Colours such as pale eucalypt take on the
hues of the gum trees popular in backyards.
Greys like Ironstone in guttering tie in with
the liver coloured bricks and red Marseille
terracotta roof tiles that were originally used.
All work well when teamed with shades of
stone, cream and white. Most of the colours
are greyed out and subdued which in our
bright sunshine seems to work better than
harsher, brighter shades.

by Margot McKay

When choosing your colours bear in mind
that light and texture will affect the overall
look. If your house is north facing and hasn’t
a lot of shade, deeper, cooler colours can
be used; where as if it is south-facing, you
may consider a warmer, lighter colour. The
more textured the surface, the more light is
absorbed and the darker the colour will read.
The same will apply to paint finishes - the
lower the sheen level, the deeper the colour.
Sympathetic colourings, matching the environment in which we live, please both eye and
mind. Artarmon, with its gardens, bush areas,
and parkland, already has great beauty. Sensitive
colouring enhances this natural aesthetic, and
makes our suburb even more beautiful.
Margot McKay of Which Hue is a colour
consultant who lives in Artarmon.
Willoughby Council rules:
• All external material shall be in colour & textures
which are compatible with the heritage character
of the area
• A detailed schedule of finishes is to be submitted
to an approved council heritage architect when
lodging your DA
• All painted finishes to be neutral, recessive colours
appropriate to the character of the conservation area
• Previously painted surfaces should be repainted in the
same colour, however if neutral and recessive, unlikely
to have objections. An application to council is
needed if intending to paint or render a brick house.

Craftsmen Ofﬁce Interiors NSW Pty Ltd
The Enterprise Centre
1/78 Reserve Road
Artarmon NSW 2064
ph: 02 9906 6177
fax: 02 9906 4192
website: www.craftsmeninteriors.com.au
accounts/admin: admin@craftsmeninteriors.com.au

history

Craftsmen Ofﬁce Interiors NSW Pty Ltd moved into the Artarmon area (Cleg Street) in 1992. We
made the choice of Artarmon due to the close proximity to the city and north shore, as well as the
Artarmon area’s great village, public transport, parks, plenty of trees and great plans for the suburb’s
future. We purchased a property in Reserve Road (The Enterprise Centre) in 2000, in one of
the new industrial/commercial estates that have been established in Artarmon and have brought a
wide range of businesses to the area. The Progress Association, local members and businesses are
contributing greatly to Artarmon and we are proud to be part of this.

company

Craftsmen Ofﬁce Interiors NSW Pty Ltd was established in 1990, originally from Melbourne. We
specialise in Commercial Ofﬁce Interiors, construction and project management; we have a large
experienced team of 25 people and a wide base of customers. We service and maintain numerous
businesses in Artarmon, and also utilise the services of businesses in Artarmon.
If you require quotations or ideas on your existing ofﬁce ﬁt-outs please contact one of the persons below.

contact details
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Craig Learmonth

Karl Mofﬁtt

Paul Rowe

0418 673 401

0412 977 426

0418 976 779

craig@craftsmeninteriors.com.au

karlm@craftsmeninteriors.com.au

paul@craftsmeninteriors.com.au
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Street Trees in Artarmon
In the June 2001 Gazette I wrote about street
trees in our suburb. Five years on it is time
for an update. Crepe Myrtles, then recently
planted in Burra Road, are showing why they
are popular plantings in some NSW country
towns. In February they provide flower colour
then later shed glowing autumn leaves. In
winter their smooth silvery trunks and bare
unpruned branches are beautiful. In Shepherd
Rd old white bottlebrushes, Callistemon
saligna, have nearly all reached their ‘useby’ date. Council has been replanting with
Blueberry Ash that is doing well, even in
fairly shady places. Five new jacarandas along
Tindale Rd are part of the refurbishment near
Artarmon Rd. They are an investment in the
future of this area.
In Palmer St, on the western side of the rail
line, there is a new row of eucalypts near the
Pacific Highway screening the side of a commercial building. Although they will need judicial pruning to protect overhead power lines,
they are already making a positive contribution to the streetscape. I walked around the
Palmer, Eric, Robert Street area on a cold wet
wintery day. I was impressed by the contribution made to the ambience of the area by tree
and shrub plantings. Birds were singing. It felt
like a good place to live in spite of rain and
noise from the Highway.
The selection of suitable trees for nature strip
planting is not a simple matter. They are visually dominant in the streetscape and their

by Mollie Shelley

longevity makes a positive contribution to the
urban environment. They change shape as
they mature and there is almost as much bulk
underground as in the canopy. They bestow
considerable amenity: they act as windbreaks,
reduce temperature and solar radiation, intercept glare from cars, are environmental sinks
for carbon monoxide and carbon dioxide, filter
dust and rain (60% of which is held in the
leaves or runs down the branches and trunk
– not good for underplanting of thirsty, shallow-rooted plants in times of drought) and act
as visual screens reducing the impact of buildings. Most importantly, they add to our sense
of well-being.

on your nature strip unless you want it. The
life of the average tree is fifty to one hundred
years so when you plant a tree it is worthwhile getting it right.

Trees can also create problems. The aim is to
maximise benefits and minimise problems. We
are all familiar with roots lifting pavements,
branches having to be lopped because they
interfere with overhead wires, trees planted
because the planter liked the species but forgot to consider the width of the nature strip,
the form of the tree and consequently the
amenity of people walking on the footpath.
So, if you want to plant, do your homework.
Better still, contact the Council because I’m
assured that they like to work with residents.
They will provide the tree of your choice (provided it is not manifestly unsuitable such as a
Norfolk Pine under power lines), do the hard
manual work of planting and provide you
with any advice about choice of species that
you might request. They will not plant a tree

Illustration by Wendy Bishop

PERMACULTURE NORTH meets 3rd Monday
evening each month in Lindﬁeld.
Info: Wendy Bishop, 9420 4884.

Artarmon ‘Sustainability Street’
The Artarmon Sustainability Street Group continues as a great forum and working group for
local people interested in a range of environment and “sustainability” topics.
On Saturday 3 June we trekked to Chippendale
(by bike, train and car pool) to learn about
Michael Mobbs’ “sustainable house”, an inner
city home that generates enough energy to
return some to the grid and meets nearly all its
water needs through rainwater and greywater.
All features of the home are designed to be
user-friendly and foolproof. Michael’s next challenge is to make his home self-sufficient in food,
since most household pressure on resources
comes not from direct use of water and energy,
but consumption of goods. Michael’s book,
Sustainable House, can be ordered through the
Choice website, www.choice.com.au or borrowed from Artarmon Library.

exploration of the creeks of the Artarmon
catchment as we learnt how Council assesses
and protects waterway health and how we as
individuals and households can play our part.
Examples include bagging and binning dog
poo (everyone will thank you) and sweeping
leaves and vegetation clear of, not into, gutters and drains.

Still on the “home” front, some members
attended a talk on sustainable home design by
architect Tone Wheeler of the Environa studio,
which the Willoughby Environment Protection
Association (WEPA) organised on 18 July. His
witty and challenging presentation described
the principles, materials and techniques he utilises, epitomised in his creation of the “Manly
Courtyard House”. See http://www.architecture01.com/environa/manly.htm.
We have also profited in recent months from
Council’s information sessions on energy and
stormwater. Our most recent activity was an
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possibility is a “Second-hand Saturday”,
to give away items at kerbside preceding
Council’s general clean-up. Another would
be to set up or join a “Freecycling” group
– something like E-bay except goods are
advertised for free. If interested, check out
the website at www.freecycle.org.
•

We are continuing to explore the idea
of establishing a communal garden with
other Sustainability Street groups within
Willoughby.

•

We are looking for ways to support that great
community event, the Artarmon Girl Guides
bikeathon, during the Willoughby Spring
Festival, and will also be involved in Council’s
Sustainability Street stall at the Willoughby
Street Fair on Saturday 9 September.

The group is pursuing a number of projects:
•

•

The NSW Environmental Trust has invited
us to apply for a $5,000 grant to develop
a sustainability collection within Artarmon
Library. We hope to gain books, magazine
subscriptions and other resources on sustainability, covering topics such as energy,
water, waste, bushland and permaculture
and to appeal to library visitors ranging from home renovators to students,
young children and the simply curious. In
finalising the application, we are talking
to others including WEPA and Artarmon
school. We are very grateful to Artarmon
librarian, Suzanne Cavanagh, who is dedicating space in the Library and enthusiastically supporting the project. A donation
from Helen Stevenson of the Oakdale
Rd Sustainability Street group,
from her sale of draught-stopper snakes, has started us off.
Please wish us luck.

by Alethea Morison

The Artarmon Sustainability Street group
meets monthly for talks, walks and project
planning. Our next meeting will be on Sunday
27 August at 2 pm in Artarmon Reserve.
Forthcoming meeting topics include bushfriendly back gardens and more on water and
energy and conservation. For more info or to
offer help or ideas on our projects, please call
me on 9419 5419.

The group is considering a
future recycling project. One
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Talking 2064
The APA extends its condolences to Pieter and
Robert Cordia on the recent death of their wife
and mother, Maylean. In 2005 Pieter and Maylean
were both honoured with individual Order of
Australia Medals on Australia Day “for service to
the preservation of health heritage of Prince Henry
Hospital through the Prince Henry Hospital Trained
Nurses Association Nurses and Medical Museum”.
Maylean and Pieter moved into Artarmon 48 years
ago and have been very active within the local
and broader community. They established the City
of Willoughby Pedestrians Association (TCOWPA)
to promote the art of walking, and Maylean was
a keen supporter of the now very popular shared
path extension to Artarmon Reserve. Cr Kate Lamb
has notified the Gazette of the suggestion that the
pathway be named in Maylean and Pieter’s honour.
Glenda Hewitt is a newly-qualified JP living
in Artarmon. Glenda can be contacted on
0417 699 936.

True or False Answers

Questions on page 7.

1. True. The North Shore line from Hornsby to St
Leonards opened in 1890 as single track. By 1900,
patronage on the line – by then extended to meet
the ferries at Lavender Bay – required double track. A
half-hourly off-peak service was introduced in 1916.
2. False. Thomson Park was named after Dugald
Thomson (1848-1922). He established the North

Artarmon Guides Bike-a-thon 2006 it’s on again and bigger than 2005!
10.00 am Sunday September 24

Artarmon Reserve Oval and bicycle track

For everyone - bring your bike, scooter or pram!
Plant some native shrubs to help the local bushland. Raise
sponsorship donations for Noah’s Ark Toy Library for
Children with Special Needs based in Artarmon. Win prizes
for the most funds raised. Last year’s event raised over $4,500
and this year we hope to raise $6,000 to help Noah’s Ark expand
their services to children with special needs on the North Shore.
$20 household entry fee includes a
family sausage sizzle and drink.
Have you received your registration form yet? Return your
completed form with a cheque for $20 by Sept 15, and we will
send you a sponsorship information pack. Then you can start
to raise donations for Noah’s Ark and you could win a range of
prizes from food hampers and cameras to bike-related prizes.
Contact us now to help Artarmon Guides
help local children with special needs.
Email artarmon_guides@yahoo.com.au
or call Michael Swinsburg on 9419 6931

Artarmon Guides Bike-a-thon 2006 is a Willoughby Spring Festival Grant recipient.
Shore Steam Ferry Company in the late 1870s; was
State member for Warringah (1894-1901) and the
first Federal member for North Sydney (1901-1910).
He was Minister for Home Affairs in the Reid government (1904/5). He represented the Free Trade/AntiSocialist Party.

Prince of Wales married Mrs Wallis Simpson, and abdicated, the theatre was renamed The Sun. Films were
shown up to its closure in 1951, when it was bought
by Grace Bros (now Myer) and used as a repository
and appliance repair depot. The building was demolished in 1980 and replaced by a block of units.

3. True. The Prince of Wales theatre was built in
1923 in Hampden Road, next to the Masonic Hall.
With the arrival of “the talkies”, it was equipped to
show sound pictures in 1928. In 1937, when the then

4. False. Hampden Road was originally Elizabeth
Street, and was renamed after the Rt. Hon. Henry
Robert, Viscount Hampden, state governor from
1895 to 1899.

St Basil’s Anglican Church
Artarmon
6 B R O U G H T O N R O A D , A R TA R M O N • R E C T O R Y 9 4 1 2 1 3 1 5 • O F F I C E P H / F A X 9 4 1 3 9 7 1 3

St Basil’s Market Day
9am-1pm
Saturday 23rd September
6 Broughton Rd, Artarmon
• Cake Stall •
• White Elephant Stall •
Craft Stall • Plant Stall
Sausage Sizzle • Korean Food
Book Stall • Face Painting
Kid’s Games • Music

Come and grab a bargain!

Sunday School’s got better
since the last time you went
Remember Sunday School all those years ago?
Well, trust us, it’s got better!
St Basil’s Anglican Church runs a great Sunday School:
• 10.00am every Sunday
• For 2 to 9 year olds
• Run by parents.
Your kids will have fun. They will make some great friends.
And they will learn some valuable lessons that will hopefully
last them a long time.
There’s a new programme each term, or just drop in any week.

S U N D AY 1 0 . 0 0 a m • Parish Communion with children’s programme
W E D N E S D AY 7 . 3 0 a m • Holy Communion

Baptisms, Marriages and Funerals by arrangement with the Rector.
If we can be of any other help or if you have an enquiry about the Christian faith or Church activities, please phone on 9412 1315.
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Real Estate Comment
The Artarmon house market has continued
to perform strongly as the following analysis
of sales in the calender year 2005/6 reveals.

Gil Davis is the Principal
of Home Traders
Gil Davis & Associates.
He can be contacted
on 9411 7299 or email
gil@hometraders.com.au

Volume remained very low at around 6% of all
houses. This included some odd runs in particular
streets. For instance, seven sales on Artarmon Road,
five on Smith Road, four on Tindale and three each
on Stafford. Onyx, Selwyn and Raleigh Streets. This
left a majority of streets with one or no sales at all.
There is good news with price. The average
rose, continuing its unbroken upward trend
over twenty years. Perhaps this is a record itself.
It was also gratifying to note a recent report
by Australian Property Monitors that Artarmon
has the quickest time for sales in Sydney. This is
surely a reflection of the suburb’s desirability.
We sold literally three quarters of the houses and
84% by value. We remain dedicated to providing
the best possible service to our clients.
Regards

Two year comparison

2004/5

2005/6

Cheapest

$539,000

$580,000

Dearest

$2,270,000

$2,385,000

Increase in average
price over previous yr

2.5%

3.5%

Over $1 million

70%

69%

Our sales

69%

75%

Gil Davis

10 year comparison of Artarmon house sales
Price ($)

1996/7

1997/8

1998/9

1999/00

2000/01

2001/02

2004/5

2005/6

Under 600,000

40 (79%)

21 (51%)

16 (36%)

12 (27%)

3 (11%)

2 (5%)

1 (3%)

1 (3%)

600,000 - 800,000

11 (21%)

18 (44%)

21 (48%)

14 (31%)

11 (41%)

16 (46%)

5 (13%)

2 (5%)

5 (14%)

5 (13%)

2 (5%)

7 (16%)

14 (31%)

10 (37%)

6 (17%)

15 (39%)

17 (39%)

3 (9%)

6 (15%)

1,000,000 - 1,200,000

3 (7%)

2 (7%)

3 (9%)

11 (29%)

11 (25%)

9 (26%)

10 (25%)

1,200,000 - 1,400,000

2 (5%)

5 (14%)

5 (13%)

9 (20%)

11 (31%)

7 (18%)

1 (3%)

1 (3%)

3 (7%)

3 (8%)

5 (13%)

1,600,000 - 1,800,000

1 (3%)

1 (3%)

1 (2%)

2 (6%)

3 (8%)

1,800,000 - 2,000,000

1 (3%)
1 (2%)

1 (3%)

2 (5%)

800,000 - 1,000,000

1,400,000 - 1,600,000

1 (4%)

2002/03

2,000,000 +
Total Volume
Total Sales
Average Price

2003/04

51

41

44

45

27

35

38

44

35

39

$25.3m

$24.4m

$28.6m

$33.8m

$21.85m

$32.58m

$38.91m

$48.44m

$40.69m

$46.95m

$495,000

$595,000

$650,000

$751,000

$810,000

$931,000

$1.024m

$1.108m

$1.163m

$1.204m

E & OE: The information in this table has been extracted and compiled using the records of the
Valuer General’s department and our sources. It is deemed reliable but is not guaranteed.

110 Hampden Road, Artarmon

9411 7299
www.hometraders.com.au

